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2^iii9M  oni  Sitwation  of  tbt  ^awn  and  Pati/b. 

^^££BL£S»  the  name  of  the  bnrgh  and  parifli,  in  the  oldefl 
X^  writings  Peblisi  feems  plainljr  to  have  been  taken  from 
the  pebbles  with  which  the  Coil  abounds^  particularly  where. 
the  town  was  firft  built.  Being  the  coun^  towoi  and  the 
ieat  of  a  preflbyterj^  Peebles  gives  naine  to  both^  The  town 
ttaods  on  the  N.  fide  of  the  river  Tweedy  where  Peebles'  Wa- 
xa  fidk  into  it  i  the  old  town  on  the  W.,  and  the  new  on  the 
£•  fide  of  that  wateri  joined  by  two  bridges  carried  over  it, 
V0X..XIL      '  A  and 
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aad. floaoMMiifwting  mth  the  eomitrjoii  die  S«f  Vfmi^mm 
cient  «nd  well  built  bridge  of  5  arches  over  the  Tweed.  The 
landward  part  of  the  parifli  is  from  £•  to  W.  5^  mOes,  aii4 
from  N*.  to  S.  10  iliiles,  and  contains  \%^%\o  acrca.  The  ri- 
ver Tweed,  running  through  it  from  W.  to  E.,  divides  it  in* 
to  nearly  eqnal  parts.  Peebles^  called  alfo  Eddleftone  water, 
fubdivides  the  N.  part  of  it.  The  royal  burgh  of  Peebles 
fiands  in  the  ceotrey.  and  -in  a-  Iknatioo  remarkably  pleafant« 
It  is  buik  in  a  beautifal  and  healthy  opening  in  a  billy  coim- 
try.  It  has  the  Caftle  of  Horiburgh,  fituated  on  a  gende  e* 
minence  on  the  £• ;  the  Gaftle  of  Needpath,  embofomed  ia 
an  amphitheatre  of  wood,  on  the  W. ;  the  rich  flrath  of  Ed« 
dlefione  water»  adorned  with  gentlemen's  feats,  on  the  N. ;  and 
a  variety  of  thriving  plantations  on  the  S.  Like  as  in  the  ' 
Terope  of  TheffiJy,  the  river,  in  dear  ftreams,  and  beautifal  • 
windings,  flows  through  the  middle  of  the  vale,  which,  on 
both  fides  of  the  river,  is  adorned  with  rich  meadows,  and 
fields  of  com.  Verdant  hills,  covered  with  flocks  and  herda, 
nfr  gently  aH  around ;  and  higher  mountains,  emitting  fpridga- 
more  falnbrious  than  Ofla  or  Olympos,  rear  their  lofty  fnm* 
mits  behind,  and  terminate  the  profpefi.  The  fituatiMi  of 
Peebles  is  as  healthy  as  it  is  pleafant.  The  foil  is  dry,  and 
the  air  well  ventilated  and  pure.  The  Tweed  runs  thrpugh 
a  track  of  80  miles,  taking  the  firaight,  and  ioo  miles,  fol-- 
lowing  the  ferpentine  line  of  its  courfe,  and  falls  1500  feet : 
But  though  it  has  finiflied  one»third  only  of  its  courfe,  it  has 
fallen  two-thirds  of  its  defeent  at  Peebles,  which  is  oitly  500 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea.  Situated  in  a  centrical  part  of 
the  country,  Peebles  has  the  rains  from  all  quarters,  in  a  very 
moderate  degree :  fo  that  the  average  quantity  yearly  b  only 
35  inches.  And  guarded  on  the  N.  £•  by  the  higheft  part 
of  that  long  rsnge  of  mountains  which  runs  from  Lammer* 
muir  to  the  head  of  Eddleftone  water,  Peebles  commonly  is 
not  vifitcd  by  the  eaftern  fog  one  day  i^  the  year. 
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toU^  CmUun^  and  Retrt  tf  Zamk.^^Tht  foil  on  the  level  o£ 
die  Tweed,  and  Eddleftone  water,  is  clay  mixed  with  fatid, 
Vii  fit  for  corn  or  grafs.  The  lands  rifing  a  little  higher  are 
gcneraHy  loam  on  a  gravelly  bottom,  and  produce  excellent 
barlej,  oats,  and  ail  green  crc^s.  The  foil  oh  the  Ikirts  and 
fides  of  the  hills,  is  an  eafj  and  rich  ^arth,  and  thefe  gromids, 
wbere  not  ioclofed,  are  kept  ahemately  in  natntal  grafs  and  ioi 
com.  Improvements  in  agriculture  have  of  late  years  made 
anjnd  progftis  in  the  parifli  of  Peebles  ;  1500  acres  are  al« 
ready  enclofed*  There  are  700  acres  more  of  iAfield  groundy 
a  great  part  of  which  wiH  be  enclofed  in  a  fhort  time.  Of 
<mt6eld  ground,  which  is  fometimes  in  tillage,  but  more  com* 
maoSj  m  Batural  grafi,  for  pafturing  cows  and  hoiles,  there 
are  800  acres.  .  The  other  lands,  being  hilly,  afford  exc^ent 
paftnre  for  flieep,  and  are  employed  for 'this  purpofe.  The 
lands  nigh  the  town  are  let  at  from  40  s.  to  50  s.  the  acre. 
Widiio  thefe  20  years,  the  xental  of  (he  parifh  is  become  dou#i 
bk;  and  in  no  years,  fcptuple;  for  the  valuation  in  i68z 
was  5036].  Scots.  The  prcfent  rental  is  now  above  3000 1. 
Sterling,  paid  to  16  heritors,  of  which  two  onl/,  and  the  bur- 
gefles,  who  are  many  of  them  {^prietors  of  lands,  refide  in 
the  parifli.  The  Peebles  ^rey  pea  has  long  been  in  high  efti- 
vaAoa  all  over  tjbe  country  for  feed ;  as  alfo  are  the  oats, 
which,  xaifiBd  from  a  warm  foil,  make  ejccellent  feed  for  lands 
that  are  hi^er  and  colder.  With  regard  to  potatoes,  firft 
hnpMed  into  Britain  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  and  the  mod 
ufefol  root  that  ever  was  imported  into  this,  or  any  other 
coDDtiy,  they  ar^  nowhere  cultivated  with  more  care,  and 
niled  in  greater  excellence  and  increafe  than  ^t  Peebles* 
Ground  is  parceled  out  for  planting  from  ^  to  6  pecks,  at 
is.6d.  the  peck ;  izo  or  lao  fquare  yards  are  ufually  al- 
lowed to  the  peck.  The  proprietor  or  poffeffor  of  the  ground 
ploDfhs  it  till  it  is  clean,  drives  out  the  dung,  and  plants  the 

A  a  potatoes 
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|iotatoefl  witih  tbe  plough ;  and  befides  having  lu»  gnmnd 
deaaed  aodmanuredi  hts  a  reaConable  rcot  for  his  lands,  and 
price  fpr  his  labpor,  The  little  tenanls  faratfli  (he  dang  aad 
feed«  aififtia  cleaoiag  the  grouodt  ^^  planting  the  patatoes, 
hoe  and  dig  |hem  after  their  hoars  of  workiagt  vhich  contri* 
bnlas  tp  their  healthy  aad  have  their  potatoes  for  hrif  of  the 
priee  at  vhich  tbej  copld  otherwife  pufchafe  them,  and  which, 
to  many  families^  (Urnilb  a  third  part  of  tbeif .  fab&ftence  at 
a  Y^xj  cheap  rate,  . 

•  ydnimols* — ^Tbe  Tweed  abounds  aol  only  with  trout,  but 
£dmon»  which  yifit  the  higher  parts  of  it  for  ^wniog,  tOr 
0  yrards  the  eiKi  of  the  year.  Accordingly  the  Peebles. Arois 
are  s  falmon»  In  the  pariih  there  are  200  horfes,  and  500 
pows,  both  much  better  than  in  former  times.  The  number 
of  flieep  is  about  Soao^  The  ancient,  kind  is  ftill  generally 
retained ;  bift  by  their  being  l^pt  fewer  in  number,  and  being 
better  fed,  thty  are.  much  improved  in  quality*  As  the 
ground;  in  this  part  of  th<Q  country  are  generally  dry  and 
healthy,  the  i^ioep  are  not  fo  liable  to  difeafo  as  in  many  other 
places.  Of  thefe,  ^ha);  is  palled  the  Jicffie/st  is  generally  the 
mod  common  aud  tfie  paoft  iatal.  It  is  an  inflammation  io 
the  bowels,  brought  on  by  the  ful}  habit  of  the  aaiif|al«  by 
fudden  heats  and  colds^  by  eating  wet  and  frofled  grafs,  or  b/ 
lying  on  wet  gronnds  ;  and  might,  in  mod  cafes,  be  prevent- 
ed by  bleeding,  by  gentle  treatment,  and  by  change  of  paf- 
ture.  It  is  a  pity  that  the  moft  harmlels,  and  the  moft  ufeful 
j^  pf  all  animals  (hould^  in  thi^  refpe^  have  fp  long  been  the 

moft  negle&ed.  By  a  better  knowledge  of  the  difeafes  of  the 
^eep,  their  natural  caufes,  and  the  means  of  preventing  or 
curing  them,  many  thoufands  of  them  might  be  annually  f?v« 
pd  tp  their  proprietori  and  tp  the  country. 

Pofvlatiotii 


J^JPt€bhu 


P#/tfiii/aA9,(^«--Aceordiiig^tQ  Dr.  W«bfter*s  tepoft,  tli« 
siunber  #C  ipals  ibeQ  was  1896.  The  iph^bh&Dts  in  this  pa^i 
riib,  of  all  denomioatioAa,  in  179I9  are  1920,  diftxaguiihed  a« 

follows :  ' 

Awuuwa  •  ,^  ^^^,  ... 

la  the  Old  Town,      ,  .  •  ^  ^9 

In  the  New  Town,  <*  .     *.  •-  1x30 

la  the  landward  part  ol  the  parifli,         •  «        440 
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1920* 
Average  of  marriages 
•   yearly  for  the  laft  1% 

yeari,     -        -        II 
Births  for  ditto,  j5 

*  Borials,  -  -  fi^ 
Inooolat}on  has  been  pra&ifed  for  many  years  in  this 
couDty  Ijy  able  furgeons,  with  great  fuccefs,  and  becomes 
mere  and  more  geqeral.  Above  a  tfaoufand  have  been  ino« 
ndaiad,  without  one  dying.  Nay,  feme  parents  have  even 
iftoottlaled  their  children  themfelves,  and  have  pcrfeAly  fuc- 
cecded.  The  inhabitants  of  the  pariflr,  in  town  and  country, 
are  generally  hfalthy,  and  live  many  of  them  to  very  advan- 
ced 
*  ftoKk  the  nambar  of  f <igiimwiiooti  in  eacb  parifli,  entered  laft  centnrj  on 
die  rec«^  ol  the  pseflytery,  m  tke  nde  by  wbich  the  lOfoey  thea  gi^n  tp 
tkcir  baiiar  was  leTic4  from  the  (everal  parilhes,  it  is  ^Tideat  that  the  popubt- 
tioQ  of  t^  parifh,  and  of  this  couatj  io  general,  has^fince  that  time,  decreafed 
noct  tiraii  ace4bunb  pan.  This  b  owing  to  the  annexation  of  farms,  and  throw- 
iif  dflMof  *cdttft^, '  b)r  which  the  great  tenants  are  enriched,  bnt  the  (ball 
joao,  ai^  the  i^t^n^  arp rakaoft  wb^ly  exttngaiihed ;  and  ouQQfadiirea  att 
having  ticen  e(l»bi idled  in  towns  and  villages,  the  people  muft  go  elfcwhere,  as 
;£:dSt7  ^mf^l^i  or  ioclixmtion  Icadd  th^ai. 
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ted  age.  Lately  there  inhere  6  men  Imng  at  the  fame  timet 
wU)Mn  fifty  jracds  of  erne  anotber,  in  the  old  town  of  Peebles, 
^bofe  ages  together  amonnted  to  518  years,  and  who.  feveral 
of  them,  died  near  100  years  old.  The  people  are  regular  in 
their  attendance  on  the  inftttudons  of  religion,  fober,  peace« 
able,  and  yirtuoos  \  fo  that,  in  the  memory  of  the  oldeft  per* 
foa  living,  no  native  of  Peebles  has  either  been  banifhed,  or 
fuffered  capital  punifliment.  In  the  way  in  which  holidays  oC 
human  inftitution  are  now  obferved  in  Earope,  it  is  of  advan- 
tage  to  induftry,  to  virtue,  and  to  religion  itfelf^  that  we  h^ve 
fo  few  of  them  in  Scotland.  In  every  age  and  country,  ^e 
Sabbath  baa  been,  and  ever  mad  be,  the  great  fupport  of  reli^ 
gion  and  of  virtue  among  mankind*  Nothing  has  fb  mpch 
hurt  the  devout  faoftification  of  that  holy  day  in  other  eooo- 
tries,  as  men^s  being  accufiomed  to  employ  one  part  of  a  fao« 
liday  in  devotion,  and  the  other  in  diverfion ;  And  nothing 
has  tended  more  to  pieferve  a  due  obfervance  of  the  Sabbath, 
a  reverence  of  God,  and  veneration  for  celigion  and  its  ordi* 
nances  in  Scotland,  than  this,  that  our  holidays  are  moftly  ob« 
ierved  with  the  fame  religious  fanftity  as  the  Sabbadv 

Stipend,  Pcor^  Schools^  See.  ■■  The  church,  which  ia  elegant 
and  fubftantial,  ornamental  to  the  town,  and  commodiona  for 
the  pariih,  was  finiihed  in  1783,  And  the  maofe  was  Voik 
in  1770*  The  (Upend  is  laool.  Scou,  and  50 1.  Scota  for 
commuobn  elements.  The  glebe  contains.  6  acres.  The 
Duke  of  Queenfberry,  as  .Earl  of  March,  is  patron.  The 
poor  have  no  regular  fupport  but  from  the  inteieft  of  between 
400  L  and  joo  1.  Sterling  in  the  management  of  the  kirk  fef- 
iion,  the  coUeAions  at  the  church  doors  on  Sabbath,  and  the 
fmall  fuma  arifing  from  the  ufeof  the  pall  and  hearfe,  fmounti- 
ing  to  about  60 1.  Sterling  yearly :  Befides  what  the  magii^ 
-mates  givt  to  indigent  perfbos  from  the  revenues  of  the  town, 
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nl  whidi  they  jaUy  vary  as  the  exigencies  of  the  times  ie« 
quire.  As  the  burgh  is  the  greateft  part  of  the  parilh,  the 
magiftiates  and  couocil  have  always  appointed  {choolmafters 
for  die  ofe  of  the  whole  parifh  ;  one  for  teaching  the  Gram- 
ou,  another  the  EnglUh  fchool^  and  have  provided  them  with 
proper  houfea  and  ialaries.  Private  £chools  aUb  have  always 
exiiledf  and  of  hte  have  become  rivals  for  fame  6f  educatiooi 
with  the  public  ones.  All  the  mailers  are  aUe,  and  all  o£ 
them  are  emulous,  which  to  make  the  belt  Icholars.  At  thefe 
fcbools  no  fewer  than  a  50  children  dure  at  preient  educated* 
nany  of  them  from  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  who^ 
for  boarding  and  clothing,  brit^  into  the  town  annually  abov^ 
ioeol«  Sterling.  Poor  children  arc  educated  by  the  ]|^irk'»fel-i 
fiott  from  the  poor's  funds,  and  no  part  of  them  is  more  pro- 
perly applied.  The  inftitution  of  parochial  fchools  is  to  the 
bonoar,  as  well  as  the  utility  of  Scotland.  It  fhows  the  wif« 
dom  aad  patriotifm  of  our  anceftors  in  a  high  degree.  At 
thefe  aeceflary  and  ufeful  little  feminaries  of  literary  and  reli- 
gions knowledge,  eftaUilhed  by  law  in  every  pariih,  many 
have  received  the  firft  principles  of  literature,  who  have  be- 
come ornaments  to  thdr  country,  and  blelEngs  to  mankind. 
What  a  pity  is  it,  that  in  a  country  of  increafed,  and  of  year- 
ly increafing  opulence  and  ezpenle,  the  falaries  of  fo  ufeful  s 
dafi  of  men  aie  not  increafed  in  proportion  ! 

MoJgm  hiprefvemenit  in  Tradi  and  ManufaBurt^  \3c. — • 
Formerly  FeeUes  was  fupported  chiefly  by  the  houfes  and 
borgh  acfcs  belonging  to  the  burgefles,  by  their  merchan- 
dife  and  their  trade,  and  by  the  many  valuable  commonties 
gnnted  bj  the  kings  of  Scotland  to  the  burgh  for  Its  loyaU 
tj  and  good  Cervices.  Now,  improvements  begin  to  be  ear- 
ned on  npoft  a  larger  fcale.  Of  late  years,  about  fifty  houfes 
have  been  Imilt  or  thoroughly  repaired.    Woollen^  linen^  and 
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cottoD  weavers  arc  maklog  greater  ezertioos,  and  larger  hedc* 
tre  bttilt  for  them.     The  magiftrates  have  long  provided  titf 
commixirity  with  ezceUent  flour,   barley,   com,  and  fulling 
mills.     Dr.  James  Hay  of  Hayftown,  befides  improving  his 
valuable  eftate,  and  fetting  an  example  of  general  improvt- 
meot,  has  built  a  lint-mill  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
country.     Mr.  William  Ker  of  Kerfield,  has  erefted  one  of 
the  completeft  breweries  and  diftiUeries,  and  made  a  new  and 
tifeful  improvement  in  the  art  of  brewing :  Perceiving  a  part 
6f  the  fine  effluvia  of  the  hop  to  i!y  off  during  the  boiling  of 
the  worts,  he  contrived  a  moft  ingenious  and  effedual  method 
of  preferving  it.     He  covers  his  copper  with  a  clofe,  bat 
moveable  top  of  the  fame  metal,  hsving  a  pipe  defcendiog 
from  It,  and  carried  through  cold  water^  like  the  worm  of  a 
Aill»  by  which  means  the  fteam  is  condenfed  and  conduced 
into  a  common  receiver,  where  the  oil  of  the  hop  floating  oa 
the  furface  of  the  watery  part,  is  flcimmed  off,  and  returned 
into  the  worts  when  the  boiling  is  finiflxed.     By  this  means  a 
third  of  the  hop  is  faved,  and  the  moft  aromatic  part  of  it  is 
preferved,  fo  as  to  give  the  beer  a  finer  flavour,  and  keeps  it 
from  Touring  till  it  is  brought  to  a  greater  age  and  excellence* 
Be  has  formed  a  defign  of  ereAing  a  woollen  manufa&nre  ac« 
cording  to  the  moft  approved  plan,  which  will  alfo  be  of  ge« 
neral  utility— »By  the  great  increafe  of  trade  and  opulence, 
the  price  of  labour  of  all  kinds  has  increafed  one  third  part 
within  thefe  twenty  years.  Men  fervants  have  61.  or  7 1.,  and 
maid  fervants  3 1.  Sterling  of  yearly  wages,  befides  their  vic^ 
tuals*    Common  labourers  have  i  s.  a-day,   without  viduals, 
and  mafons  and  carpenters  is.  6 d.   All  clafl*es  are  better  edu- 
cated, better  lodged,  better  clothed  and  fed  than  in  former 
times.     It  is  alfo  happy  for  thofe  in  thb  lower  clafleis,  that 
though  Peebles  is  the  thoroughfare  for  oatmeal,  carried  from 
the  richer  corn  country  on  the  eaftj  to  the  mining  and  manu-> 
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fsftndag  coDntry  on  the  weft,  yet  the  average  price  of  this 
meal  for  twea^  years  pad,  has  not  exceeded  ^g^d,,  or  at  xnoft 
10  d.  the  peck  J  and  it  is  a  received  ma^in^  that  while  a 
labourer  can  earn  a  peck  of  oatmeal  in  a  day,  he  will,  in  com- 
noD  oafes,  |>e  able  to  fupport  his  facnDy. 

AMti^Uies  and  Cttriqfities^^^Thc  Celtas,  a  nnmeruus  and 
powerful  pepple,  who  fpread  over  a  great  part  of  the  north  and 
weft  of  £urope,«nd  who,  as  Julius  Ciefar  informs  uSyW^ere^in 
the  neighbouring  country,  called  aUb  GaUi,  were  the  firft  in-  . 
habitants  of  Britain,  and  the  Celtic  or  Gaelic  was  its  firft  and 
nniverfiil  language*  About  the  beginning  of  the  Chrifiian 
aera,  the  Romans  fubdued  and  provinciated  what  of  the  ifland 
lies  foutb  of  the  Forth  ^nd  the  Clyde,  and  introduced  in  many 
places  the  Latin,  The  Saxons  in  the  5th,  and  the  Dapes  in 
the  9tb  and  xxth  centuries,  made  inrafi^ns  and  fettlements 
in  Britaioy  and  introduced  their  language.  By  thefe  meanS| 
and  by  tbe  ^eat  numbers  of  the  Engliih,  whjp,  upon  the 
Nonnan  conqueft,  came  into  the  fouth  of  Scotland,  and  had 
lands  fiiven  them,  tbe  Celtic  language  gradually  gave  way  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  to  the  Roman  and  the  Saxon,  of 
which  our  prefent  Englifti  language  is  compofed.  Of  thefe 
things  veftiges  ftill  remain  ifi  this  parifli  and  in  jthe  neigh- 
bourhood* At  Lyne,  four  mUes  weft  from  Peebles,  is  a.dif- 
tinfi  Roman  Cafira  Stativa,  500  feet  f^juare,  with  two  ditohes 
and  three  ramparts,  containing  between  fix  and  Seven  acres. 
Three  miles  fouth  from  this  camp,  and  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Tweed,  is  a  bill  called  Cademuir,  anciently  Cadhmore^Cgpi 
nifying  in  Gaelic,  **  the  great  fight ;"  on  the  top  of  which  are 
four  Britifti  camps,  one  of  tliem  much  ftron^r  than  the  reft, 
forroonded  with  ftone  walls,  without  cement,  in  ibme  places 
double,  and  where  fingle,  no  lefs  than  five  yards  in  thicknefs  ^ 
without  whicbf  and  out  of  tbe  ruins  of  which,  have  been 
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crefied  oear  aoo  motinmentd  ftones,  many  of  them  1131  ftand- 
ing,  aod  others  fallen  dowai-— indications  that  in  Tety  emilj 
times,  when  the  Gaelic  was  the  common  language  of  the 
conatty,  and  when  the  Romans  had  as  jet  been  the  onlj  in* 
vadert  of  it,  a  great  battle  had  been  fought  on  that  htU,  and 
that  at  the  ftrong  camp  on  the  top  of  it,  numbers  had  been 
killed,  and  were  buried.  On  the  extremity  of  the  pariih  to* 
ward  the  N.  W.,  is  a  high  hill  called  Melden,  properly  Mel. 
tein,  "  the  Hill  of  Fire,*'  from  the  fires  kindled  on  the  top  of 
it,  anciently  in  worihip  of  the  Sun,  or  afterward  to  give  fignal 
to  the  furrounding  country,  when  enemies  appeared  in  the 
Frith  of  Forth  ;  and  round  the  top  of  it  a  large  inclofure  or 
camp  is  viilble.  Toward  the  eaft  part  of  the  pariih  is  a  hill 
called  Frinetip,  or  properly  Danetl  or  Danes'-brae,  with  tWo 
circular  canaps,  of  which  the  higheft  has  been  furronnded 
with  a  djitch  ab9ve  ten  feet  in  depth*  Many  other  camps  are 
to  be  feen  on  eminences  and  on  the  tops  of  hills,  all  over  the 
coun.try,  veftiges  of  ancient  inyafion  and  danger.  In  later  ages, 
$vhen  the  ancient  fmaller  kingdoms  ii^  the  ifland  were  formed, 
into  the  two  larger  ones  of  Scotland  and  England,  as  the  Che- 
viot hills  were  a  natural  barrier  between  them  in  die  middle 
of  the  country,  invafion  and  war  were  made  by  the  mouth  of 
the  Tweed  pn  the  £.  and  of  the  Solway  on  the  W. ;  yet 
fmall  parties  of  the  ;srmy  often  penetrated  for  plunder  into 
the  interior  parts.  The  predatory  difpofition,  but  too  much 
exemplified  by  the  nations,  was  pradifed  all  over  the  coun. 
.  try«  and  particularly  toward  the  borders,  where  troops  of 
freebooters  made  incorfions  into  this  part  of  the  country  every 
fununer,  for  earrjing  off,  under  night,  horfes,  black  cattle, 
and  ibeep.  In  defence  againft  thefe  various  depredations, 
ftrong  caftles  were  built,  by  the  kings  of  Scotland,  on  the 
lower  parts  of  the  Tweed,  and  were  continued  by  the  land- 
holders  along  the  higher  parts  of  it,  and  dki  the  waters  which 
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M  each  fide  &11  into  it.    Tbej  were  boilt  of  done  aod  lime 
prepared  in  tbe  beft  manner,  and  where  larger,  or  fituated 
nigh  the  caftra  of  forxper  times,  thej  were  called  caftles,  or 
when  Smaller,  were  called,  towers.    They  confided  common- 
\j  of  three  ftories,  the  lower  one  on  the  ground  floor  vaulted, 
into  which  tbe  horfes  and  cows  were  brought  in  timet  of  dan« 
ger  i  the  great  hall,  in  which  the  familj  livedo  and  the  bigheft, 
in  which  were  the  bed  chambers,  defigned  for  puUic  as  well 
as  Ibr  private  iafetj.  Thej  were,  by  general  confent,  built  al- 
teiaately  on  both  fides  the  river,  and  in  a  continued  view  one 
of  another.    A.  fire  kindled  on  the  top  of  thefe  towers  waa 
the  known  ^fign  of  an  incurfion  of  the  enemy.    The  Imoke 
gave  the  fignal  by  day,  and  the  flame  in  the  night  \  and  over 
a  track  of  countty  of  7omiles  long,  from  Berwick  to  th^  Bield^ 
aod  50  miles  broad,  intelligence  was,  in  this  manner,  convey- 
ed in  a  very  few  hours.    As  thefe  buildings  are  not  only  anti^ 
quities,  but  evidences  of  the  ancient  fituation  of  the  country, 
and  are  now  moll  of  them  in  ruins,  it  will  not  be  improper  to 
mention  thofe  along  the  Tweed  for  ten  miles  below  Peebles, 
and  as  many  above  it.     Thus,  Elibank  tower  looks  to  one  at 
Hollowlee,  this  to  one  at  Scrogbank,  this  to  one  at  CabexTf 
tone,  this  to  one  at  Bold,  this  to  one  at  Purvis  hill,  this  to 
thefe  at  Innerleithan,  Traquair,  and  Grieftone,  this  laft  to 
one  at  Qrmiilone,  this  to  one  at  Cardrona,  this  to  one  at 
Nether  HoHburgh,  this  to  Hor£burgh  cafile,  this  to  thefe  at 
Rajfiooe,  Caftlehill  of  Peebles  and  Needpath,  this  laft  to  one 
at  Caverhill,  this  to  one  at  Bams,  and  to  another  at  ]Lyne, 
this  to  thefe  at  Eailer  Happrew,  Eafter  Dawic,  Hillhoufe  and 
Weiler  Dawic,  now  New  Pofib,  this  laft  to  one  at  Dreva, 
and  this  to  one  at  Tinnis,  or  Thanes  caftle  near  Drummelzier* 
Of  thefe  the  caftle  of  Needpath,  not  far  from  the  old  town  > 
<if  Peebles^  and  in  the  line  of  its  principal  ftreet,  is  the  ftrong-' 
eft  one  in  the  beft  prefervation.    Its  walls  are  iz  feet  in 
B  2  thickoefs, 
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tbicknefsy  and  cemented  with  lime  almoft  as  hard  as  the  ftroog 
ivhin  Hone  of  Which  thfey  are  built.  It  was  aocientty  die 
pToptxtj  and  chief  fefidence  of  the  powerful  familj  df  die 
Frafersy  &rft  proprietors  of  Oliver  caflle,  and  afterward  of  a 
jreat  pari  of  the  lands  from  that  to  Peebles,  and  IfaeriA  of 
the  county]  and  from  whom  fpring  the  families  of  Loyat  and 
Saltonn,  in  the  N;  The  laft  of  that  familj,  in  the  male  Kne, 
in  Tweeddale,  was  the  brave  Sir  Simon  Frafer,  who  in  1303, 
along  with  Sir  John  Cummin,  with  only  ic^ooo  men,  rtfpolfed 
and  defeated  30,600  Englifli  in  three  battles  fbaght  on  one 
daj  oh  Roflin  moor.  He  left  two  daughters  co-heifeffes  to  his 
great  eftate  ;  one  of  whom  was  married  to  the  atlceftor  df  the 
Marquis  of  Tweeddale,  and  the  other  to  the  anceftor  of  the 
Earl  of  Wigton,  which  families,  therefore,  quartered  the  arms 
of  the  Frafers  with  their  own.  '  And  the  cafUe  and  large  ba. 
ronj  of  Needpatli  continuing  the  property  of  the  Tweeddale 
family,  and  the  town  of  Peebles  much  under  its  patfoaage, 
the  Frafers  arms  are  to  be  feen  on  the  crofs  to  this  day.  There 
is  good  evidence,  that  Peebles  and  the  neighbouring  country, 
have  been  confiderably  populous  for  above  a  thoufand  years« 
and  that  they  have  been  enlightened  with  the  gofpel  from  a 
ftill  more  ancient  period  \  and  that  in  after  ages  they  received 
from  the  kings  of  Scotland,  many  expreffions  of  royal  re« 
gard  and  munificence.  The  firft  teachers  of  Chriftianity  in 
Britain,  were  called,  in  the  original  Gaelic  language,  Kule 
Dia  or  Culdees,  that  is,  fervants  of  God,  in  diftinfiion  ro 
the  former  teachers  of  heathenifm,  the  Druids,  and  taught 
the  religion  of  the  true  God  and  our  Saviour  in  much  purity 
and  fimplicity  for  fome  centuries.  When  the  ambitious  bilhops 
of  Rome,  in  fucceflion  to  the  emperors,  formed  their  defign 
of  univer&l  empire,  various  religious  orders  were  inftituted, 
and  various  religious  houfes  were  built  and  endowed,  in  this, ' 
as  in  the  other  nations  in  Europe,  to  increaCe  th*  votaries,  \ 
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riches,  and  power  of  theRomiA  hieratchy.  The  high  church 
of  Peebles,  dedicated  co  St.  Maiy,  which,  from  th6  remains 
of  it  in  the  church  jrard,  was  lai'ge  enough  to  accommodate 
die  parifli  at  this  time,  is  reckoned  to  have  been  built,  or  ra- 
ther xtbdik^  in  the  X  ith  century,  when  the  churches  were  ge-i 
nerallj  rebuik  in  a  better  manner,  as  from  fome  very  6M  freew 
ftone  rebuilt  in  its  waHs,  it  is  evident  that  it  ofily  fucceeded: 
ta  one  that  was  giieatiy  more  ancient.  To  the  chaplaixis  of  . 
St.  Mary  in  Peebles,  K.  David  granted  the  com  and  wank-* 
mQb  of  Innerleithan,  with  the  adjacent  land%  and  very  exten- 
fire  mtdtures. 

On  dM  diicovery  of  the  remdlns  of  a  human  body  that  had 
been  cut  in  pieces,  and  buried  In  a  fiirhie  of  ftotie,  and  t)f  a 
crofii  depofited  near  it,  bearing  the  name  of  St.  Nicolaus,  it' 
was  believed,  that  St.  Nicolaus  of  the  order  of  the  Culdees, 
and  who  was  reckoned  to  have  fufi^Ted  martyrdon;i  abont  the 
end  of^  the  3d  century,  when  the  perfecution  of  the  Chrifti- 
ana  under  Diocledan  ^nd  Ma lUmian  raged  in  ftticain,  had  been 
boried  in  that  place.  About  the  year  X260,  Alexander  IIL 
at  the  lequeft  of  William  then  bifliop  of  Glafgow»  to  which 
diooele  Peebles  belonged,  ereded  on  that  fpot  a  large  cotiven-  . 
toal  church,  dedicated  to  God  and  the  holy  crofs,  and  called 
the  Cr^s  Kiri  of  Peeiks,  as  an  account  of  its  ereiftion  ob- 
tained in  its  17,  from  records  in  St.  John's  college,  Cam- 
bridgje,  and  in  poflitfnon  of  tiie  magift rates  of  Peebles,  more 
folly  bears.  It  was  built  in  tht  form  <s(  a  fquare;  ttdth  a  . 
court  in  the  middle^  224  feet  by  no  ovet  all.  Tht  chlifch 
formed  the  fonth  tide  tit  tht  fquare,  and  w^s  104  by  26  fiict 
withili  walls.  The  fVont  w^  i^as  built  with  a  fmall  arch 
over  the  fpNOt  where  the  cro'ls  and  the  retnfains  of  the  Saint 
*  were  depofited;  A  that  the  religious,  whether  within  or  i^ith* 
out  the  church,  might  perfortd  their  diivotions  at  the  fkcred 
ihrine.    The  fide  walls  were  22  feet  in  height,  and  the  front 
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adofoed  with  5  Itrge  Gothse  windows.  The  other  three  fides 
of  the  iquare  formed  the  convent,  of  which  the  fide  walls 
were  14  feet  high,  and  16  feet  difiant  from  each  other,  and 
the  ground  floor  vaulted.  It  was  of  the  order  of  churches 
called  Mtniilriesi  and  contained  70  red  or  Trinity  friars^  an.  or- 
der inftituted  in  honour  of  the  H0I7  Trinity,  and  for  the  re- 
demption of  Chriftians  who  were  made  flaves  by  the  Turks, 
to  which  a  third  part  of  their  jearlj  income  was  to  be  ap- 
plied* Befides  other  endowments,  its  royal  founder  gave 
to  the  Crols  Kirk,  about  50  acres  of  excellent  land  lying  all 
around  it.  Friar  Thomas  its  minifter,  was  chaplain  to  K. 
Robert  IV.  who  gave  to  it  the  lands  called  the  Kmg*4  Mea- 
dovo^juxta  FiUam  de  PeUis^  which  defcription  makes  it  pro- 
bable that  Peebles  was  not  as  yet  ereded  into  a  burgh  royal, 
though  the  charters  granted  to  it  afterward,  ihow  that  it  re- 
ceived this  honour  foon  after,  either  from  that  prince,  or  from 
James  I. 

A  mile  and  an  half  below  Peebles  flood  the  hofpital  of 
St.  Leonards,  called  afterwani  by  corruption,  Chappel  yards, 
founded  for  infirm  and  indigent  perfons.  In  1427,  James  I. 
gave  this  hofpital  to  his  confefibr  David  Rat,  of  the  order  of 
the  preachers  \  a  probable  evidence  that  James  lived  frequent- 
ly at  Peebles,  and  wrote  there  his  poem,  entitled,  PtebUs  f 
thi  Play^  in  which  he  reprefents  a  great  annual  feflival  of 
mufic,  diverfions,  and  feafting,  that  had  long  been  in  ufe  to 
be  held  at  PeebleSt  attended  by  multitudes  from  the  Forth 
and  the  Forefi,  in  their  beft  apparel.  The  time  of  this  fellival 
was  at  Beltein,  which,  in  the  Gaelic  language,  fignifies  the 
fire  of  Bell  or  Baal,  becaufe  on  the  firft  day  of  May^  out 
heathen  anceftors,  by  kindling  fires  and  ofiering  facrifices  on 
eminences  or  tops  of  mountains,  held  their  great  anniverfary  » 
feftival  in  honour  of  the  fun,  whofe  benign  influences  on  all 
nature  begun  to  be  ftrongly  felt  at  this  time,  and  men  wiihed 

more 
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tnore  tnd  more  to  feel  as  the  fummer  advanced.  The  name 
Beltein-dajy  continued  and  gave  defignation  to  theBeltein  fair 
of  Peebles,  long  after  the  religion  of  the  countrj^  and  the 
feftivals  of  the  feafon,  were  changed.  Peebles  isonlj  la  miles 
foQth  from  Edinburgh,  fituated  itfclf  in  a  fine  fporting  coun- 
try,  and  on  the  ftraight  road  to  the  King's  Foreft  of  Etterick. 
The  kings  of  Scotland  made  Peebles  their  ufual  fummer  re- 
treat, for  rural  diverfion  or  the  adminiftration  of  juftice. 
Many  of  the  nobilitj  accompanied  them,  whofe  houfes  in 
Peebles  ftill  bear  their  names.  Eztenlive  lands  all  around,  af- 
terward granted  bj  rojral  charter  in*  property  or  commontj 
to  the  burgh.  Cadmuir,  Homidoun,  Venlaw,  and  Glentorie, 
were  the  king's  property  and  hunting  grounds.  The  bridge 
over  the  Tweed  feems  to  have  been  built  at  different  times, 
and  the  whole  ilrufiure  to  carry  evidences  of  Gmilar  anti- 
quity, as  the  CroCs  Kirk,  and  moft  probably  was  ereAed  by 
king  and  fubjeAs,  as  being  moft  neceflary  and  convenient*  for 
both.  On  the  S.  %»  of  Peebles,  and  other  fide  of  the  river,  is 
die  gaUows  hiU,  where  criminals  were  hanged.  On  the  King^s 
moor,  between  that  and  Peebles,  were  the  ancient  tourna- 
ments, exhibited.  There  the  county  militia,  amounting  com- 
monly to  300  horfemen,  mufter  every  year  at  their  weapon- 
(hawing  in  June  and  Oftober.  Their  horfe  races  continued  to 
be  h^  at  Beltein,  till  the  middle  of  the  prefent  century  ;  and 
hft  year^  whea  a  part  of  that  moor  was  converted  from  its 
original  to  a  more  improved  ftate,  in  a  cairn  of  ftones,  was 
found  ft  Roman  urn  inverted,  containing  the  blade  of  his 
dagger,  and  the  alhes  of  fome  ancient  hero  who  had  been 
buried  there.  The  town  of  Peebles  originally  extended  from 
EdAcftone  water  weft  ward  to  the  meadow  ^weUJlrani^  the  crofs 
flandiog  oppofite  to  the  Ludgate.  It  was  feveral  times  plun- 
dered and  burnt  by  the  Englifti ;  fo  that  nothing  was  left  un- 
deftroycd  but  the  churches,  the  manfe,  and^he  crols,  which 

being 
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being  hcM  faered,  were  commonlj  fpared.  This  ifldiured  the 
principal  inhabitants  to  build  a  new  town  on  the  £.  fide  of 
that  water,  as  being  a  fituation  more*  eafilj  fortified,  and  to 
furround  it  with  firong  walls  and  gates,  whieli  continued  till 
the  two  kingdoms  were  united*  In  eoofideration  of  tbeiie 
great  loflcs^  and  that  the  town  of  Peebles  had  always  been 
difiingui^ed  for  lojaltj,  fidelity,  and  good  fcrviecs,  not  onlj 
the  ufual  privileges  of  rojal  bnrghs,  but  the  ext^nfive  lands 
alreadj  njeotioned,  and  a  toll  on  the  bridge  oi  Tweed*  were, 
hj  royal  charters,  granted  to  it  at  the  reformation  o£  religion 
in  Scotland  i^^  the  1560,  when  the  needlefs  multiplicitj  of 
churches  ws^  aboliflied,  and  convents  were  diflblved.  The  bigh 
church  in  €he  old  town  was  demoliflied,  and  -the  crofs  cbiirch|j 
as  being  nearer  to  the  new  town,  was  converted  into  the  pa* 
rochial  one,  and  employed  in  th^  offices  of  reformed  religion 
till  January  1784,  when  the  new  church  having  been  built 
within  the  town,  was  evened  for  religious  worflup  by  the  pre* 
fent  incumbent.  The  cloifler  was  QonyeTted  into  bonfes  for 
the  ibhoolmaflers,  and  public  fchools,  and  was  ufed  fqr  thefe 
purpofes  to  the  beginning  of  this  century,  when  it  became 
ruinous.  In  the  year  1621,  James  VI.  renewed  and  confirm- 
ed all  the  rights,  privileges,,  and  lands  granted  -to  tbe  burgh 
by  bis  royal  predeceflbrs:  and  whereas  a  number  of  churches, 
chapels,  and  altars  had,  in  times  of  Popery,  been  ereded  and 
endowed  by  pious  perfons,  in  honcur  pf  angels  and  faints,  for 
the  purpofe  of  faying  mafs  for  the  fouls  of  their  own  friends 
decea(ed,  all  thefe,  with  their  revenues,  his  Majefty  granted, 
in  all  time  thereafter,  to  Aemagiftrates,  council  and  conummi- 
tyot  Peebles,  on  condition  of  a  finall  annuity  to  he  paid  into 
the  Exchequer,  and  their  offering  their  daily  cqnrent  prayers  to 
Almighty  God  for  his  Majefty  and  his  fucceflors.  In  times  of 
iC^ifcopacy,  the  minifi^  of  Peebles  was  Arcbdean  -of  Glaf- 
^w,  parfon  of  Peebles  and  Mannor,  and  had  the  parfbnage- 
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tiihes  of  both  pariflies,  then  worth  6cco  merks  yearly.  The 
vLcar  in  Peebks  had  the  glebe  of  80  acres*  ftill  called  the  Kirk- 
lands,  though  at  the  Reformation  v^tj  little  of  thefe  landd 
were  left  to  the  church,  together  witH  the  vicarage-tithes^ 
part  of  which  is  given  by  the  patron  of  the  parifli  to  the  maf« 
ter  of  the  grammar-fchool.  At  the  Reformation,  and  after- 
ward, when  the  lands  and  re^renues  of  the  church  were  dif- 
pofed  of  to  other  purpofes,  it  would  have  been  wifer  to  have 
leferved  a  proper  portion  of  thefe  lands  for  the  conllant  fup- 
p^rt  xA  the  parochial  clergy,  a  fmaltet  part  of  it  to  be  occu- 
pied by  themfelves,  and  the  reft  to  be  let  by  them  for  their 
ufe.  This  would  have  been  a  better  provifion  for  the  eda- 
bllihsd  clergy,  than  either  the  ipfa  corpora  tithes,  which  are 
often  a  check  to  agricultural  inipravemerits,  and  a  bone  of 
ccnteDtion  between  the  pallor  and  people,  or  ftipends  modified 
out  of  thefe  tithes,  which  decreafe  in  value  as  the  expenfe  of 
living  increafes.  The  fmall  legal  glebe  of  4  acres  of  arable 
land,  when  ploughed  by  the  parifbioners,  as  was  formerly  the 
cafe,  might  be  fome  advantage  to  the  minifter.  Now,  when 
he  muft  keep  two  horfes  and  a  fervant  to  cultivate  it,  it  is  a 
lofs,  ia  place  of  a  gain.  Whereas,  if  every  minifter  in  thd 
Church  of  Scotland,  having  a  country  parifh,  had  been  pro- 
vided in  a  glebe  of  20  or  30  acres,  he  would,  without  either 
lofs  to  himfelf,  or  avocation  from  the  facred  duties  of  his  of- 
fice, have  direded  the  proper  culture  of  it,  and  generally 
would  liave  fet  an  example  of  improvement  in  every  parifh, 
which  would  have  been  followed,  and  proved  of  great  and  ge« 
utral  advantage  to  the  country. 

Vol.  XII.  C  WUM. 
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PARISH   OF  DALKEITH. 


(CoUlITt  OF  EdXHBUROH,  SrNOD  OF  LOTHIAW   AK»  TWEE9r 
BALE,  Pr£SBTTER7  OF  DaXXEXTH.) 


By  ihe  Rem.  Mr.  Wiluah  Scott. 


NapUj  Exiiftif  %3c. 


npHE  name  of  this  parUb  is  faid  to  be  dierived  from  the 
-^  Gaelic  language,  and  fignifies  **  a  plain  fituated  be- 
••  tween  two  rivers."  If  this  be  fo,  it  is  perfeftly  drfcrip- 
tive  of  the  fituation  of  the  village,  which  (lands  on  a  narrow 
ftrip  of  land  between  two  rivers,  both  known  by  the  name  of 
Elk,  the  banks  of  which  are  beautifully  wooded,  and  embeU 
li(hed  with  the  feats  of  feveral  families  of  the  firft  diftinQion. 
The  extent  of  the  pariih  is  very  moderate,  as  it  nowhere  ex- 
ceeds 1  mites,  either  in  breadth  or  lengths  The  foil  is  vari- 
ous, but,  in  general,  the  lower  grounds  are  light,  and  inclin- 
ing to  (and,  and  the  higher,  of  a  pretty  deep  clay.  The  whole 
of  the  pari(h  is  arable,  except  a  little  on  the  banks  of  the  ri-* 
▼trs^  whichi  for  the  moil  part,,  are  fleep^,and  beaucxfiilly  frin- 
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^•d  widi  wood.  The  foil  produces  eveiy  ktn4  of  graiiii  and 
is  well  adapted  for  raiiiog  every  fpecies  of  foreil  trees,  which 
arrive  bete  at  great  perfedion.  There  are  no  mountains  nor 
faiUs  i&  the  pari(h:  indeed  almoil  the  whole  of  it  might  be 
coofidered  as  a  plain,  did  not  the  fteep  banks  of  the  rivers  give 
it,  in  ibnae  places,  aa  uneven  and  broken  appearance* 

farms f  uud  Rtat  tjflMni^ — The  farms  are  few  in  number, 
and  neither  large  nor  extenfive.     This  is  owing  to  a  multi« 
ptidtj  of  portioners,  who  either  farm  their  own  land,  or  let 
it  out  to  gardeners,  who  pay  a  high  rent  for  it.    Agriculture 
is  well  uoderftood,  not  only  in  the  pariih,  but  in  the  whole 
country  around,  and  has  attained  a  high  degree  of  perfedion. 
Muerials  ht  the  improving  of  land  are  at  no  great  diftance, 
as  lime  may  be  procured  in  abundance  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  the  vSlage  a^ords  a  confiderable  quantity  of  excellent  ma- 
nure.   The  rent  of  land  here  is,  in  general,  high.    Meadow, 
or  paftnre  ground,  when  inclofed,  lets  at  from  3  L  to  5 1.  the 
Scotch  acre,  according  to  its  quality  or  vicinity  to  the  village. 
Tbofe  farms  which  lie  in  the  remoteft  parts  of  the  pari(b,  are 
let,  fome  of  them  at  x  L,  fome  at  1 1.  25  s.,  and  others  at  a  1. 
the  acre,  in  proportion  to  the  quality  of  the  foil.     Land  that 
fau  been  under  the  plough,  is,  at  prefent,  picked  up  with  a« 
vidity  by  gardeners,  aud  brings  from  3  1.  3  s.  to  5  1.  10  s. 
yearly,  according  as  the  leafe  granted  happens  to  be  of  a  long- 
er  or  iiorter  duration.     When  there  is  any  land  in  the  mar- 
ket here,  it  fells  at  from  50  1.  to  xool.  the  acre,  in  propor* 
lion  to  its  quality  or  local  fituation  with  refped  to  the  vil* 
lage.    The  pari(h  contains  a  confiderable  quantity  of  coal,  but 
as  it  lies  fo  deep  in  the  earth,  that  it  cannot,  in  general,  be 
come  at  with  advantage  to  the  proprietors,  without  the  helj^ 
of  fire  engines,  there  is  little  of  it  wrought  at  prefent.    The 
iahaUtants,  however,  fuflfer  no  inconveflience  from  this  cir« 
C  %  cumftance^ 
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curollance,  as  they  are  plentifully  fupplied  from  a  variety  of 
coal-pits,  with  which  the  parilli  is  furrounded.  The  ordina* 
ry  price  of  this  neceffary  article,  is  from  a{d.  to  3id.  the 
cwt.  according  to  its  quality ;  but  during  the  courfe  of  lad 
wintcTt  it  was  much  higher,  on  account  of  an  luiiverfal  fear- 
pltyi  and  an  additional  rife  of  price  at  the  pits. 

Markets^ — ^With  rcfpcft  to  markets,  the  parifh  is  very 
conveniently  fituated.  One  of  the  moft  confiderable,  perhaps 
the  greatefl  market  for  grain  of  any  in  Scotland,  is  held  in 
Dalkeith  every  Thurfday,  to  which  is  brought,  a  very  great 
quantity  of  oats  (in  particular)  from  all  the  neighbourhood, 
and  efpecially  from  the  fouth  country.  It  is  remarkable,  that 
all  the  grain  fold  here  brings  ready  money;  a  circumftance  of 
much  importance  to  the  farmers,  who  ffcnerally  purchafe  here, 
fuch  articles  as  they  find  ncccflary  for  themfelves  and  their 
families,  before  they  leave  the  town.  A  great  proportion  of 
the  grain  and  meal  fold  at  Dalkeith,  goes  to  the  fupply  of  the 
weft  country,  about  Carron,  Glafgow,  and  Palfley.  From 
Martinmas  till  about  Whitfunday,  there  is  likewife  a  market 
for  meal,  every  Monday,  and  one  for  cattle,  every  Tuefday. 
We  have  alfo  an  annual  fair  held  on  the  third  TuefUay  of 
0£tober  for  horfes  and  black  cattle.  Sec.  This  fa^ir,  it  is  faid, 
was  formerly  of  much  more  confequence,  and  better  attended 
than  it  is  at  prefent  *. 

Population* 

*  Frket  and  fVages.'^'The  village  is  abundantly  fiipplied  with  excellent  but- 
cher meat,  which  may  be  had  in<  great  perfedlion  on  the  ThurCdays,  and  Satu^^ 
days.  The  butchers  here  contribute  confiderably  to  the*fupply  of  the  Edinburgh 
market,  and  fome  of  them  fell  there  the  whole  of  what  they  kill.  During  the 
fcafon  of  winter  and  fpring,  the  price  of  beef  is  4d.  the  lb.  avoirdupois,  veal  fd., 
mutton  5d.,  and  pork  4d.  From  the  month  of  September  till  about  the  middle 
pfJinuzTj^  the  price  of  beef  and  mutton,  is  3d.  or  3 4  d.  the,pound|t  but  durir^ 
the  reft  of  the  year,  it  is  not  lower  than  what  has  been  mentioned  above.    In  the 
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Fopulation. — According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report,  the  num* 
ber  of  fouls  at  that  time  was  3110.  The  parifti  contains  1095 
fzmilles,  of  which  about  50  rcficle  in  the  country^  and  all 
the  reft  in  the  villages  of  Dalkeith,  Lugton,  and  Bridgend. 
Of  thcfc,  there  arc  at  prefent,  including  journeymen  and  ap- 
prentices, 


Weaver?,                «i 

56 

Shoemakers, 

6» 

Tailors, 

44 

Djers, 

la 

Gardeners, 

53 

Butchers, 

30 

Candlemakery  (befides  ap- 

prentices) 

3 

PraShioners  in  phyfic, 

6 

Weavers  (not  incorporat- 

«i), 

1% 

Hammerroen     (including 

mafons,  wrights,  &c.),  77 
Clergymen,  -  5 

Students  at  the  Univerfity,     3 
Carters,  -  60  or  70 

Farmers,  -  xx 

Bakers,  -  -  ^5 

Brewers  (befides  journey- 
men and  apprentices),       4 
Hairdreflers,  -  5 

Watchmakers,  -  a 


The  number  of  fouls  amounts  to  4366.  The  annual  ave- 
rage of  marriages,  births,  and  burials,  is  as  follows  : — Mar- 
riages 32,  births  134,  burials  124,  This  ftatement  of  births, 
however,  is  by  no  means  complete,  as  many  of  the  cjifl^cnters 
oegL-a  to  regifter  the  bapiifms  of  their  children.  There  is 
g'lxi  rcafon  for  fuppofing  that  there  may  be  30  or  40  chil- 
dren bom  here  annoallj ,  whofe  births  arc  not  regiflered. 

ManyiJaEiures. 

Oaun:r  fcafoa  chickens  f<;ll  at  about  8d.  the  parr,  and  bens  from  x6d.  to  iSd. 
I&  r^aaicr  the  price  of  butter  is  rod.  the  lb.  Butter  is  ibid  here  by  tron  weight 
iioz,  to  the  lb.,  and  in  winter,  it  rifes  fometimes  to  1  s.  or  X  s,  x  d.^The  wages  of 
Ubr^areri  in  hnfbandry,  during  the  fummer  rcafuo,  are  from  is.  to  is.  3d.  the 
4^y>  Mowen receive  from  x  s.  8 d.  to  1  s.  Gardeners  from  1 5. 1  d.  to  1  s.  <?d.  Ifi 
^^^ter,  rommon  labourers  receive  from  Sd.  to  xod.,  and  gardcneis  xs.  The 
VifCf  of  doxseiUc  female  fervants,  a-year,  are  from  %\.  Xos.  t04l. 
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ManufaSwns, — ^Though  the  fituation  of  this  ptriihappetrf 
to  be  pecnliarlj  favourable  for  manttCftduret,  yet  there  it 
)ittk  done  in  that  way.  The  only  articles  worth  mentioning, 
are,  a  tannery,  a  foap-work,  and  the  making  of  candles,  which 
have  joftly  acquired  a  high  charafier.  Mr.  RuflBn,  too,  ere£U 
cd  a  tambour  manufafture  here  in  February  1790.  He  in- 
dentured tie  girls  as  apprentices,  from  9  to  la  years  of  age, 
befides  4  boys.  He  alfo  eredcd,  at  the  lame  time,  a  mano- 
fifture  of  the  fame  kind  a(  Muflelburgh,  and  had  a  a  appreo* 
tioes  bound  on  the  fame  day.  Thefe  apprentices  are  bound 
for  4  years,  and  are  paid  as  follows : — ^For  the  firft  year,  they 
have  as.  a* week  paid  them  every  Saturday;  for  the  iecood, 
as.  6d.  a-week;  and  for  the  laft  aye^,  they  have  3s.  week- 
ly. Mr.  Ruffin  was  the  firft  who  introduced  this  branch  of 
snanu&fture  into  Scotland,  in  the  year  1782,  under  the  pt- 
tronage  of  the  Honourable  Board  of  Truilees  in  Edinburgh, 
from  whom  he  received  three  different  premiums^  one  of  40  L, 
one  of  30  L,  and  one  of  20 1.,  befides  his  houfe  rent  paid 
him  for  three  years.  This  branch  of  bufinefs  is  now  fo  much 
increafe49  that  it  employs  not  fewer  than  30,000  young  girls 
an  Scotland. 

Htrii^if  Cimrcbt  Manfi^  Stipend^  P«or,  Schools. — ^The  num* 
ber  of  heritors  is  24.  The  whole  of  the  pariih  holds  of  the 
Duke  of  Buccleugh,  who  is  proprietor  of  about  two«thirds  of 
it.  His  Grace  b  alfo  patron  and  titular  of  the  teinds.  The 
diurch,  though  old,  is  in  good  repair,  and  in  winter  is  ren- 
dered comfortable,  by  being  warmed  with  ftoves.  The  manfe, 
which  appears  from  an  infcription  over  the  door,  to  have 
been  built  in  the  year  1681,  is  a  large,  lodgeable  houfe,  but 
badly  fituated,  and  fo  gloomy  as  to  refemble  a  priCim,  being 
hemmed  in  with  buildings  on  three  fides,  and  deprived  of  the 
benefit  of  fuji-ihine  for  nearly  the  whole  winter  half  year. 
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tt  is  telicTed  that  the  various  re^ratioAS  which  it  has  un* 
dergone,  have  coft  as  much  as  would  baVe  been  fufficieut  C6 
build  an  ezcellcat  new  houfe  on  a  more  defira1|le  fituation. 
The  ftipend  is  93 1.  \  but  there  b  a  profpeA  of  its  being  fooli 
augmented,  as  the  patron,  with  his  ufual  public  fpirit,  ha^ ' 
generoufiy  propofcd  it,  though  the  whole  burden  of  the  aug- 
menurion  fidls  on  him&lf.  The  glebe  is  about  6  acres,  att 
arable,  and  from  its  vicinity  td  the  village,  is,  on  that  acu 
count,  the  more  valuable.— «As  the  pariih  is  populous,  fo  the 
poor  are  proportionably  numerous.  A  good  manj  of  theili 
receive  a  weekly  allowance  from  the  kirk-funds,  of  which 
the  kirk-feffion  has  the  management.  Tbofe  who  receive  fup« 
ply  in  this  manner,  may,  at  an  average,  be  about  z6  or  ift 
in  the  fummer  feafon ;  but  in  winter,  their  number  is  com* 
monly  greater,  as  at  that  time  of.  the  yeaf,  fuch  of  them  a$ 
have  health  and  ability  to  labour  a  little  in  the  fields,  find  116 
efflploymeat.  Belides  the  money  arifing  from  the  weekly 
coUefiions  at  the  church  doors,  which,  at  an  average,  is  about 
i5s«orz6s.  a*week,  the  kirk-feffion  has  the  managemenk 
of  the  rents  of  a  few  acres  of  land,  and  fome  fmall  feu-duties 
belonging  to  the  poor,  the  amount  of  which  is  about  30  L 
Sterlbg  a-year.  To  this  may  be  added,  the  money  arif^ 
ing  from  the  loan  of  mortclotbs,  which  is,  tommwrnbiu  anitisp 
about  24!.  There  is  likewife  a  charity  workhbufe belonging 
to  the  parilh,  in  which  a  confiderable  number  of  poor  ace 
lodged,  fed,  and  clothed.  There  are  at  prefent  in  the  houfe, 
about  2j  or  24,  but  fometimes  there  are  40  and  upwards. 
To  fnpport  thefe  poor,  tbe  kirk-fefilon  pays  annually,  the 
fiun  of  40 1.  Sterling,  the  heritors  50 1.,  and  a  eontribution 
by  the  inhabitants  produces  about  45 1.  yearly.  There  is  a 
houfekeeper  to  fuperintend  the  poor  in  the  houfe;  and  the  ac« 
coBttts  are  carefully  kept  by  a  treafurer  appointed  for  the 
farp<^  and  regularly  examined,  every  month,  by  a  com. 
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niittee  of  managers,  who  are  annualij  chofea  frgm  the  kirk-* 
feflion^  trades,  merchants,  and  heritors.  In  the  years  17S2 
and  1783,  the  poor  of  this  place  were  in  great  diflrcfs  j  but 
the  liberal  donations  of  her  Grace  the  Ducliefs  of  Buccleugh, 
and  Robert  Craig,  Efq.  greatly  contributed  to  enable  the 
kirk-feflion  to  relieve  the  poor,  both  of  their  own,  and  ctLcr 
congregations.  In  juflice  to  both  thefc  diilinguifhed  charac- 
ters, it  ought  to  be  obfervcd,  that  their  attention,  humanity, 
and  liberality  to  the  poor  of  this  place,  have,  at  no  time, 
been  wanting.  The  charity  of  the  family  of  Buccleugh,  in 
particular,  is  worthy  of  the  higheft  rank  and  mod  opuleuc 
fortune. — ^The  grammar  fchool  here  has  long  been  in  high 
repute,  and  at  one  period  was  confidcred  as  the  firft  in  the 
kingdom.  It  has  produced  fome  of  the  greated  geniufes,  and 
brighted  ornaments  of  the  age  ;  fome  of  the  moll  diflinguilli- 
cd  charafters  in  the  literary  and  political  world,  having  here 
received  the  rudiments  of  their  education.  A  confiderable 
time  ago,  it  feemed  to  be  on  the  decline,  owing  to  a  variety 
of  caules,  which  it  is  unneceflary  to  enumerate  ;  but  the  me- 
rit and  abilities  of  the  late  and  prefent  re£lors,  have  done 
much  to  reftorc  it  to  its  former  reputation.  The  teaching 
room  is  large,  pleafant,  well  aired,  and  inferior  to  none  oa 
this  iide  of  the  Tweed,  in  point  of  convenience  and  accom- 
modation, A  confiderable  number  of  young  gentlemen  are 
boarded  with  the  rector,  who  pays  unwearied  attention  to 
their  health,  morals,  and  education.  They  amount,  at  pre- 
fent, to  20  or  upwards  j  and  when  the  mailer's  houfe  fhall  be 
enlarged,  of  which  there  is  no  very  diftant  profpeft,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  there  will  be  many  more.  The  falary  is  about 
33 1.  Sterling  ;  bcfides  which,  there  is  a  very  good  dwelling- 
houfc,  and  a  large  garden.  There  are  like  wife  4  Englii^ 
fchools  here,  all  of  which  are  well  attended.  Tlie  principal 
iEnglifli  matter,  who  teaches  gecnictry,  navigation,  and  draw- 
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ng,  lio  liadi  at  an  average,  for  10  years  paft,  not  fewer 
than  So  or  xeo  fcholars  almoft  conftantly  under  his  care. 

Se9aries,^^\n  this  parifli  thefe  is  a  great  number  of  did 
fenters  of  varioiis  denominations.  Thofe  of  the  Burgher, 
Antiburgher,  Relief,  and  Methodiftical  perfuafions,  have  all  of 
tbem  their  refpedive  places  of  worihip  in  Dalkeith;  to  which, 
as  to  a  ctnnmon  centre,  thej  afiemble  from  all  the  country 
round.  Thofe  of  the  Relief  congregation  are  by  far  the  moft 
numerous.  Next  to  them  rank  the  Burghers,  then  the  Anti-' 
bnrghers ;  and  the  Methodifls  are  inferior  to  them  all  in  point 
of  numbers.  There  is  likewife  one  family  of  Cameronians, 
andunother  of  Anabaptifts.  Notwithftanding  this  great  di- 
▼evfity  of  opinions,  which  prevails  among  the  inhabitants  ia 
matters  of  religion,  thej  live  together,  at  leaft  as  far  as  is 
known  to  the  writer  of  this  account,  in  the  praQice  of  that 
charity,  meeknefs,  and  moderation^  which  the  Chrifiian  reli« 
gion  requires  of  all  its  profefTors.  There  may,  no  doubt,  be 
(ome  here,  as  elfewhere,  addifled  to  cenfure,  calumny,  and 
detrafiion  \  but  the  number  of  fucb,  it  is  hoped,  is  very  in- 
confiderable, 

BaUeith  Cqftle^  Hovfe^  \3c. — The  only  thing  under  the  ar- 
ticle of  antiquities,  worthy  of  being  mentioned,  is  the  Caftle 
of  Dalkeith,  which  formerly  occupied  the  fame  fpot  where 
now  (lands  Dalkeith  Houfe,  the  principal  feat  of  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Buccleugh  *•     About  the  beginuing  of  the  pre- 

V01.XII.  D  fent 

*  In  ancient  times,  it  appears  to  have  been  a  place  of  coniiderable  ftztngtli« 
nd  to  have  flood  fome  lieges.  It  was  fitnated  on  »  perpendicular  rock  of  great 
Itti^  and  inaccei&ble  on  all  fides,  except  on  the  eaft,  where  it  was  defended 
Vjr  a  foffi^  through  which  the  river^is  faid  to  have  formerly  run.  It  was,  for 
boe  ceotarics,  the  principal  rcfidence  of  the  noble  family  of  Morton ;  and  hifto* 
VJ  tccDids,  that  James  IX.  and  la^  £i^l  of  Douglfti,  ei»fperated  agaioft  Joh« 
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lent  centurj,  a  verj  magnificent  houGe  was  built  on  the  flte  of 
the  old  caflle,  by  ^nn  Duchefe  of  Buccleugh  aqd  Monmouih, 
The  fofle  already  mentioned,  which  guarded  the  caftle  on  the 
eafty  was  filled  up,  and  a  large  mound  of  forced  earth  raifed 
around  the  rock.  It  is  now  g  pleafant  bank,  and  adorned 
with  a  variety  of  delightful  ihrubs*  The  beauty  of  the  fitua«< 
tibn,  which  is  deferredly  admired,  is  greatly  heightened  by 
the  windings  of  the  rivers,  and  the  abundance  of  thriving 
wood  with  which  it  is  furrounded.  The  Duke  has  lately 
built  an  elegant  bridge  of  beautrful  white  (lone  over  the  North 
Efk,  which  is  a  great  addition  to  the  furrounding  fcenery, 
and  forms  a  fine  objeA,  when  feen,  as  it  is  in  great  perfcftiona 
from  the  windows  of  the  houfe.  It  confifts  qf  one  lan^e  %rcb, 
70  feet  wide,  and  45  in  height.  By  means  of  this  bridge,  a 
new  approach  will  be  opened  to  the  houfe,  and  one  of  the  mo& 
4elightful  that  can  be  imagined.  The  park  in  which  Dal* 
kcith  Houfe  is  fituated,  is  of  great  extent,  containing  abouc 
Boo  Scotch  acres.  It  is  completely  furrounded  by  a  wall  builc 
^ith  flone  an4  lime,  and  about  8  or  9  feet  higl^.     There  is  a 

greae 
t 

Ikiuglas,  Lord  of  Dalkeith,  for  efpoufing  the  caufe  of  King  James  11.,  who  ha4 
h'jStXy  murdered  William  VIII.,  Earl  of  the  iUuftrious  Houfe  pf  Pou^Ia$  at  Stir^ 
ling,  laid  Gege  to  the  caftle  of  Dalkeith,  binding  himfelf  by  a  folemn  oath,  not 
to  defiil  till  he  had  made  himfelf  mafter  of  it.  It  was,  however,  fo  gallantly  de« 
f<;nded  by  Patric](  Cockburn  and  Clerkington,  that  the  ^1  of  Douglas,  aikd  hi^. 
followers,  after  undergoing  much  toil,  and  recciying  many  wounds,  found  them. 
.  felvcs  unable  to  reduce  it,  and  were  obliged  to  raife  the  fiege,  On  the  defeat 
pt'the  Scotch  army  at  Plokie,  Anno  Dom.  1547,  (n^T  A^d  to  the  caftle  of  Dal- 
keith  for  refuge,  among  whom  was  Janes  Earl  of  Morton,  afterward  regent  of 
Scotland,  and  Sir  David  Hume  of  Wedderbum«  It  was  befieged  by  the  En^lifti, 
and  defended  for  fome  time ;  bnt  as  it  contained  not  a  Aifficient  ftore  of  provifions 
for  fuch  a  number  of  men  as  had  fled  to  it,  and  as  the  befieged  had  no  hopes  of 
fuccour  againft  the  vidlorious  army,  it  was  obliged  to  furrender ;  in  confequence 
of  which,  the  Earl  and  Sir  David  wcfe  made  prifoners. 

In  the  year  2642,  the  eft  ate  of  Dalkeith  came  into  the  poflcffion  of  the  F%« 
mily^  Qf  9ue^leugh  by  purchafe  from  the  Earl  of  Mortom 
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great  variety  of  excellent  wood  In  it,  particularly  a  number 
of  fine  venerable  oaks  of  great  antiquity  ;  but  feveral  of  them 
begic  to  experience  the  effeds  of  timej  and  are  feeming  to  de- 
cay. The  North  and  South  Elk  run  through  the  park,  apd 
unite  their  winding  ftreams  about  half  a  mile  below  Dalkeith 
Uoafe.  Both  thefe  rivers  produce  fine  trout,  eels,  and  fome- 
times  (aln)6&..  The  banks  afe  tut  into  walks  of  great  extent, 
with  much  tafte,  and  are  the  delight  of  every  vifitant.  There 
is  in  the  park  a  confiderable  number  of  deer  and  (heep.  The 
£taation  of  the  village  of  Dalkeith  is  allowed  to  bd  uncom- 
monly beautiful.  It  (lands  in  the  heart  of  a  rich  country  ; 
the  two  rivers  which  run  to  near  it  on  the  N.  and  S«  with 
the  fine  woods  on  their  banks,  render  it  a  pleafant  abode. 
This  account  ottght  not  to  clefe  without  mentioning  a  little 
ipot  of  peculiar  beauty,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
village,  where  an  elegant  houfe  has  been  lately  buijt,  which 
iocs  much  honour  to  the  tafte  of  the  proprietor.  A  fituatioii 
more  truly  delightful  can  fcarcely  be  imagined.  It  com- 
mands a  view  of  the  pleafure  grounds  of  four  of  the  fined 
country  feats  in  the  country,  of  the  Frith  of  Fotth,  the  Fife 
coafi,  the  Pentland  and  Moorfic  hills  ;  while,  immediately  un« 
der  the  windows*  the  windings  of.  the  North  Eik  are  feen  14 
full  perfeaiom 
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PARISH  OF  PETTINAIN^ 


(douNTT  or  Lanark,  Synod  of  Glasgow  and  Atr,  Pres* 

BYTERT  OF  LaNARK.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr*  James  Ferguson. 


Situation^  Extent^  Surface,  Climate,  C^r. 

nn  HIS  is  one  of  the  fmalleft  parilhcs  in  this  part  of  Scot- 
-^  land,  and  affords  but  little  feope  for  ftatiftical  obfer- 
vation.  The  parifh  of  Libberton  bounds  it  on  the  E*,  thofe 
of  Camwath  and  Carflairs  on  the  N.,  and  ttiat  of  Lanark  on 
the  N.  W.  Thefc  pari&es  are  Ctuatcd  on  the  oppofite  fide  of 
the  river  Clyde,  excepting  a  fmall  part  of  the  haugh  ground 
belonging  to  Libberton.  Upwards  of  fixty  acres  belonging  to 
Pettinain  are  likewife,  at  different  places,  thrown  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  river.  The  frequent  changes  of  its  courfe  has,  moft 
probably,  been  the  caufe  of  this  inconvenient  fituation*  Its 
figure  is  irregular,  but  may  be  confidered  as  a  redangle,  near- 
ly 3  miles  long,  and  %■  broad,     About  1700  acres  are,  in  their 
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couifet  emplojed  m  tillage :  the  remaining  patty  which  maj 
be  oearlj  of  the  fame  extent,  is  either  coarfe  pafture-ground 
and  mofSy  or  is  covered  with  plantations  of  trees.  The  church 
and  village  are  fituated  towards  the  N.  E.  extremity  of  the 
parilh,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  nearefi  part  of  the  river  ; 
5t  miles  to  the  eaftward  of  Lanark,  and  7  miles  tp  the  north* 
weftward  of  Biggar.  There  is  only  one  hill  in  the  parilh 
that  divides  it&lf  into  two  fummits,  which  are  fometimes 
difUiigttiihed  by  the  names  of  Pettinain  and  Weftraw  hills. 
The  laft,  and  moft  wefterly  of  thefe  is  the  higheft,  and  rifea 
about  50C  feet  above  the  level  of  Clyde,  and  about  1000  feet 
above  that  of  the  fea,  .  The  other  part  of  the  hill  extends  it* 
felf,  in  a  long  bending  ridge,  towards  the  S.,  and  runs  into 
tbe  neighbouring  pariQi  of  Covington.  Thefe  high  grounds 
are  moftly  covered  with  fhort  heath,  intermixed,  in  feveral 
places,  with  bent,  and  other  coarfe  grafs.  This  gives  them  a 
bleak  appearance,  and  renders  them,  comparatively,  of  fmall 
value.  A  large  track  of  mooriih  and  mofly  ground  lies  im« 
mediately  behind  the  hill,  on  the  S.^;  and  in  fuch  a  high  fitu« 
ation,  that  it  would  not  be  advifable  to  attempt  to  cultivate 
say  part  of  it.  The  reft  of  the  lands  in  the  parifli,  which  li« 
lower,  ace  generally  of  much  better  quality,  and  more  agrees 
tUe  appeara&ee.  The  haughs,  or  holms,  belonging  to  thia 
tad  the  neighbouring  pariihes  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river, 
«re  very  cxtenfive ;  and  are  clad  in  beautiful  verdure  during 
the  fummcc  oionths.  The  Clyde,  which  has  formed  the£a 
baoghs,  by  depofiting  its  mud,*aad  which,  by  its  frequent  in« 
aqdationsy  annually  enriches  them,  adds  greatly  to  their  beau-« 
tj,  by  its  various  winding*.  The  grounds,  interpofed  be^ 
tween  theiie  haughs  and  the  hill,  are  finely  diverfified  by  beau* 
tifnl  fwdls.  The  extenfive  plantations  of  Weftraw,  and  the 
bcdges,  which  fepacate  or  fubdivide  the  farms,  give  a  plef^ 
^  kx)k  of  cultivation  to  this  part  of  the  pariih«     The  weft 
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and  foiith  parts  are  likewife  mach  beautified  by  fmall  plants^ 
tions  at  Weftown  and  Clowburn,  and  by  the  hedges  and  other 
fences*  which  enclofe  a  great  proportion  of  the  low  grounds* 
Fart  of  the  enclofures  belonging  to  Garmichael,  one  of  the 
feats  of  the  Earl  of  Hjndford»  falls  within  the  boundaxy  cf 
Ihis  parilh  on  the  S.  W.  and  greatly  improves  its  appearance 
in  that  quarter.  From  the  height  of  the  ground,  the  air  maft 
be  cold  and  penetrating.  The  river,  where  it  runs  flowly,  is 
frequently  frozen  over  for  feveral  weeks  together,  in  a  feverc 
winter.  The  froft  is,  probably,  rendered  more  intenfe  by  the 
moorifli  and  wet  lands,  which  lie  around  the  ikirts  of  the  hiU^ 
as  well  as  by  the  river  itfelf.  In  the  year  1782  and  1784^ 
the  crop  was  greatly  .damaged  by  it# 

River,  Tijb^  Wr.— The  Clyde,  which  rifes  about  15  miles 
to  the  fputhward,  is  here  f welled  into  a  large  river.  Along 
the  upper  part  of  the  haugh-grounds,  it  runs  with  a  pretty 
rapid  current;  but,  about  2  miles  below,  its  motionbecomes 
mu^h  flower^  and  its  depth  increafes.  For  feveral  miles  down-» 
wards,  except  in  a  few  places,  it  continues  very  deep,  and 
makes  many  beautiful  windings  through  the  haughs.  About 
half  a  mile  before  it  leaves  the  pariih,  it  ruihes  with  an  im- 
petuous torrent  over  the  rocM  which  lie  in  its  bed*  In  tho 
upper  part  of  this  courfe,  there  are  feveral  good  fords ;  but 
they  are  often  rendered  impaflable,  efpecially  in  winter,  by 
the  heavy  rains,  or  melting  of  fhow.  In  fuch  cafes,  the  com- 
xnunication  to  the  eaftward  is  by  the  bridge  at  Thankerton^ 
in  the  pariih  of  Covington,  which  is  at  the  diftance  of  2i 
miles  from  the  village  of  Pettinain.  This  very  ufefial  bridge 
was  built  about  14  years  ago,  by  voluntary  fubfcription,  and 
coft  upwards  of  700 1.  The  country,  on  this  account^  is 
much  indebted  to  the  public-fpirited  exertions  of  the  dergy« 
man  who  was  then  minifter  of  that  pariih,  and  of  fome  of 
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K  neighbouring  farmers.  Hjndford  bridge,  which  is  placedl 
bout  the  fame  diftance  weftward,  opens  a  readj^paiTage  to 
<anark,  and  other  places  in  that  quarter.  The  inundations 
f  Cljde,  though,  in  general,  thej  undoubtedly  fertilize  the 
djoiamg  haughs,  are  hurtful  at  particular  feafons.  In  the 
pring,  the  ploughed  ground  is,  fometiroes,  fo  much  waihed 
ikI  fnoothed,  th^t  the  feed  cannot  be  fufEciently  covered ;  in 
^me  places,  where  the  current  is  ftrong,  the  foil  is  fwept 
*'*'ay ;  the  feed  is  frequently  difplaced,  and  laid  in  the  fur- 
ors. The  fummer  floods,  by  covering  the  paflure-grafs 
::tli  fand  or  mud,  make  it  unfit  for  the  cattle,  till  it  be  wafh«« 
"^  by  the  rains.  But  the  grcateft  damage  is  fuflained  whea 
iic  corns  are  in  the  ftiort-blade,  immediately  after  the  ear  bc-# 
^ins  to  make  its  appearance.  A  high  flood,  at  that  time,  de«' 
li'ojs,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  crop.  The  farmers  arc  care« 
^1  to  prevent  the  lofs  that  might  be  occafioned  from  inunda-> 
toas  in  harvcft,  by  removing  the  cornS|  as  they  arc  cut  down, 
to  higher  grounds.  Trout  of  a  Jarge  fize,  and  delicate  tafte, 
i!)3und  in  this  part  of  the  Clyde.  They  arc  often  caught 
i!>cat  20,  and  fometimes  even  30  inches  long.  The  red  co««' 
loorcd  arc  preferred  to  the  white.  Tlie  deepeft  place?  of  the 
river  produce,  likewife,  pike  and  perch.  The  beft  feafon  for  - 
Aching  large  trout  with  the  rod^  is  reckoned  to  be  from  the 
<^:UIe  to  the  end  of  June. 

-si/,  Agricubure^  Produce^  iSc. — The  lands  in  the  parifh 
^  very  different  in  quality.  A  confiderable  part  of  them  is 
^riJh  and  fpongy  on  the  furface ;  and  as  this  kind  of  foil. 
^Uf  imbibes  the  rain,  fe,  when  it  Ues  upon  a  clayey  till^ 
•ch,  ia  many  places,  is  the  cafe  here,  it  retains  it  long, 
cominaes  wet  through  a  great  part  of  the  year.  The 
'Uads  which  form  the  floping  fides  of  the  hill,  are  mofUjr 
^  l^n  i  and  cannot  be  cultivated  by  the  plough  to  any  ^ 
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confiderable  advantage.  Some  parts  of  them,  however^  at 
more  dayej,  and  yield  pretty  good  crops :' Other  parts,  whicj 
liave  a  gravelly  bottom,  are  dry  and  light ;  and  though  the 
do  not  give  very  plentiful  returns,  are  more  to  be  depend^ 
on  than  the  wet  lands.  But  the  greater  part  of  the  arabj 
ground,  which  lies  towards  the  river,  is  of  a  dry  and  god 
j(bil.  Near  the  village  it  is  a  rich  loam,  inclining,  in  foni 
places,  to  clay.  Towards  the  N.  £.,  it  becomes  light  afl 
fandy.  In  the  weft  end  of  the  pariflt,  it  is  partly  fandy,  aii 
partly  clayey  ;  and,  in  the  Clowburn  lands,  it  is,  in  fots 
phices,  gravelly  and  fliarp,  in  others,  foft  and  mixed  wi^ 
day  or  mofs.  The  bottom  of  thefe  arable  grounds  is  varl 
ous  ;  fandy  dayey  till,  or  gravd.  By  proper  managemec 
they  may  all  be  made  to  produc'e  good  crops.  "The  foil  i 
die  faaughs  or  holms  is  a  mud  which  the  river  has  broug^l 
down  from  the  higheft  parts  of  the  country.  In  gibiera],  j 
appears  to  have  a  confiderable  proportion  of  clay  in  its  cooi 
pofition,  from  its  adhefive  quality  when  it  is  moiftened  bj 
sain  or  the  overflowing  of  the  river.  The  depth  of  thfs  mi^ 
is  various,  from  a  to  7  or  8  feet.  Below  it,  there  is  gen^ 
rally  found  fuch  a  ftratum  of  gravd  and  fmall  ftones,  as  li^ 
in  the  fords.  This  ftratum  may,  perhaps,  ferve  the  purpol 
of  a  drain  to  the  haughs,  which  are  generally  dry.  A  fiii 
gular  faft  feems  to  fupport  tliis  coi^efture.  A  large  haugf 
towards  the  weft  end  of  the  parifli,  is  not  fo  dry  as  the  othe 
grounds  of  this  kind,  nor  do  the  crops  ripen  fo  foon  upon  i 
as  upon  them.  The  foil  of  that  haugh  is  not  depofited  upo| 
a^  ftratum  of  gravel,  but  of  mofs,  which  probably  imbibe 
the  water  of  the  river,  and  communicates  an  uncoounon  d^ 
gree  of  moifture  to  the  fuperincumben^  mud. 

The  mode  of  fanning  is  not  very  different  from  what  \ 

was  ao  or  30  years  ago.     Men  are  naturally  attached  to  oil 

f  ^ftoms  \  and  it  requires  fome  time,  and  repeated  obferr^ 

'  -  tioij 
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tiwi,  to  be  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  changing  them  for. 
ucw  oaes.  Improvements  in  agriculture^  however,  wh^  real 
V)d  lafting,  are  gradually  communicated  and  adopted.  The 
attentive  farmer  fees  it  to  be  his  intereft  to  ipitate  thc.pra?- 
tice  of  thofe  of  his  neighbours  whp  turn  their  lands  to  bcttQt. 
account  I  and  he  learns,  by  experience,  to  follow- that  plati^ 
which  13  bei)  fuited  to.  the  foU  and  climate  of  his  own  grounds^ 
There  are  feveral  very  judicious  farmers-  in  thi«  psiriih  an4 
its  neighbourhood,  who  have  introduced  m^ny  fubftaatial-  im- 
provements, and  whofe  example  will  have  .its  proper  .influence^ 
upon  others.  It  is  fUU,  however,  the  praftice  .with  m^ny  to 
lay  all  their  dung  upon,  the  croftrland^  except  what  the  ouf^^ 
field  nuay  receive  by  folding^  or  in  the  courfe  .of  pafture  \  tq. 
take  %  crops  of  oats,  am)  i  of  barley  (or  beer)  *  from  (1^% 
former,  and  3  or  4  crops  o^  oats  running  from  the  l^tt^  ^ 
and  t<^7  out  their  ground..wlthout  fowing  auy  grafsrfeedst 
Too  liQle  attention,  likewife,  h  paid  to  the- killing  of  ^uickr 
grals  and  other  noxious  weed^»  -  A  great  part  of  the;  lands 
here  is  well  adapted  to  the  culture  of  turnip  and  potatoes, 
Thb  ba9  been  carried  on,  for  fome  years,  to  a  fmall  extent  \ 
and  the  good  effe&s  of  it^  in  cleaning  Uie  ground,  and  .pre«; 
paring  it  for  barley  and  grak-feeds,  ought  to  gender  it  move 
prevalent.  Thfe  turnip  are  cQiployed  in  .feeding  loailch-cows^ 
o&ce^  jor,  at  nooft,  twipe  d-day,  upon  the  fading,  of  the  paf* 
tare  grafs  after  harveft.  When  given  oftener,  they  impart  % 
diiagrccabk  tafte  to  the  milk  and  better:,  but  this  may  be, 
}ji  a  great  meafurc,  prevented,  by  mixing  with  the  milk, 
when  it  is  put  warm  into  the.  veiTels,  a  fmall  quantity  of  faltf 
petre  diiTolved  in  water.  They  are,  likewife,  very  ufcfixlly 
pnployed  in  rearing  young  black  cattle,  anil  m  fattening  for 
V01..XIL  E  the 

•  MaHey  t/the  oaipc  ufutllj  given  to  a  better  kind  of  grain  that  is  not  much 
finra  itf  tfcb  Ughec  p«rt  of  the  coumrf ;  tail  the  xpftngr  (brt  thu  is  more  gc- 
sesaiff  cultiTated,  it  ^aUe4  bter  or  rougb  b^tr. 
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the  butcher ;  bat  fo  fmall  a  qnantltj  has  hitherto  been  raife4 
llere,  that  little  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  laft  of  thefe 
objeftsy  though,  in  other  places,  it  has  jufily  been  reckoned 
«  verfT  imp<)rtant  one.  The  potatoes  are  either  confumed  at 
Some,  or  fent  to  Lanark,  where  thejjiring  from  5  s.  to  6  s. 
file  boll.  Thej  are  found  to  be  an  excellent  food  both  fi>r 
%brfes  and  black  <»ittle.  Fonnerlj  thej  were  almoft  univer* 
Sdl^  planted  with  the  foot-dibble ;  bat  this  work  is  now  ge«- 
iieraBj'done  with  the  plough,  in  tbe  dHll-way. '  The  haugh^ 
^qond  is  generallj  ploughed  3,  and  fome times  4  years,  for 
oats,  and  ^en  allowed  to  lie  as  long  in  natural  grals*  Ufual* 
Ij  ii  gets  no  other  mannre  but  ^at  it  receives  from  the  cat- 
tle in  pafturing,  or  from  the  mud  or  flime,  which  is  left  upon 
at  bj  the  inundations  of  the  river.  Some  very  fuocefsful  ex- 
jmimViirn  were  lately  made  by  manuring  a  part  of  it  with 
dhittg  and  lame.  The  crops  were  gready  improved  by  this 
n^w  treatment*  ExceHent  wheat  and  barley  have  been  raifed 
tipon  it.  Peafe  are  reckoned  a  precarious  crop,  in  this  part 
of  the  country  \  yet  they  are  fometimes  fown,  with  advaa- 
tage,  itpoxi  fharp  and  clayey  grounds.  Beans  are  feldom  plant- 
tA^  and  only  in  particular  foots  of  rich  clayey  land.  Flax 
thrives  well  in  many  places  of  the  pariih.  It  is  common  to 
liave  4,  and  even  -5  ftones  of  IScutche^  lint  from  a  peck.  It 
Ss  not,  however,  of  fuch  a  Hue  quality  as  in  the  lower  parts 
of  the  county ;  and  it  is  juftly  reckoned  a  fevere  crop.  iSe- 
veral  ploughs,  made  after  the  modd  oif  Mr.  Small's,  and 
drawn'by  a  horfes,*  are  now  ufied  here.  They  are  found  to 
fie  well  adapted  to  the  foil  of  the  haughs,  and  to  all  ground 
that  is  free  of  ftones.  In  coarfe  and  ftony  land,  the  common 
plough  is  found  to  anfwer  better.  The  number  olT  fS^ms  may 
be  reckoned  i^,  befides  fmidl  pofleffions  :  but  one  of  thefe  is 
rented  by  a  farmer  who  lives  in  a  neighbouring  pariih ;  i^d 
another  was  lajtely  thrown  fnto  grafs.    The  principal  crop^ 
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are  oats,  barkj  or  beer,  aad  potatoes.  Of  oats^  the  beft  croft 
land  may  be  reckoned  to  pdd  from  8  to  la  bolld  (Linlitbgow 
meafnre)  the  acre  ^  the  haugh  or  holm  ground  from  3  to  6 
bolls  ^  and  the  other  outfield'  ground  from  a  to  4.  An  acre 
of  bade  J  (what  is  here  called  beer)  gives  from  8  to  13  boUs^ 
Q^  land  that  has  been  properly  cleared  of  weedS;^  and  othef*. 
wife  prepared ;  of  the  foul  land,  from  6  to  9  bolla.  From 
40  to  80  boUs  of  potatoes,  planted  generally  without  dung 
upon  the  croft4and,  it  reckoned  a  good  return  from  the  acre* 
The  produce  of  an*  acre  of  peafe  varies  from  a  to  8  bdls^ 
Wheat  has  been  tried  with  fome  advantage/  in  a  favourable 
fcafoa  I  but  the  fituation  of  the  ground  iibems  to  be  too  higfa^ 
and  the  froiU  too  Tevere,  to  allow  its  being  cultivated  to  any 
great  extent.  The  fowing  of  grafs-feeds  has  increafed  of 
late;  and  the  good  crops  of  hay  that  have  beeu produced,  give 
rcafon  to  hope  that  a  ftill  greater  proportion  of  land  will  be 
employed  in  this' manner.  Two  crops  of  hay  have  generally 
been  taken  from  the  fmall  fields  that  were  laid  down  with 
fbwB  grafs,  after  which  they  were  paftiired  for  2  6,r  ^  yearsc 
Bat  a  fpedes  of  rye-grafs  has  lately  got  into  tl^e  country, 
Much  continues  only  for  i  year,  and  which  pften  difconcerts 
this  pkm«  Many  of  the  farms  here  are  resiarkable  for  pro- 
dodi^  good  butter  apd  cheefe  ^  and  perhaps  there  i&  not  a 
greater  qikantity  produced  from  the  fame  extent  of  ground  ia 
aoy  place  of  this  ooimtry.  The  pafture  on  the  haughs  ia  u&p* 
doubtedly  very  rich :  and  much  atteotioor  ia  paid  Ix>th  to  the 
breed  of  the  cows,  and  management  of  dieir  nulk. 

The  horfes  are  of  a  large  fize,  and  very  fit  for  draught.  A 
ftw  are  annually  fold,*  at  gbod  pticestl  The  nunaber  of  work* 
borf^tt  may  be  reckoned  aBbut  90  \  and  of  ybufig'  hbrfes  44. 
That  of  the  black  cattle,  of  all  ages,-  366 ;  and  diat  of  iheep 
about  450.  Thefe  numbers  may  vary  a  Mttie'  eccafionally. 
The  valued  rent  of  the  pajrilh  is  rj7^.  M«  Scots.    The  real 
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Tertt  may  be  nearly  gool.*  Sterling.  '  The  yearly  rent  of  ah 
acre  of  arable  ground  may  be  reckoned  from  25  s.  down  to  5  s., 

according  to  its  quality  *. 

Population. — The  return  to  Dr*  Webfter  in  1755,  was  330. 
"fhere  is  reafon  to  think  that  the  number  of  inhabitants  has 
decreafed  fince  the  beginning  of  Ae  current  century.  It  ap- 
pe^fSy  from  an  old  regifter,  that  the  average  number  of  bap- 
tifms  in  a  year  was  then  1 14.  About  30  years  ago  it  was  9 : 
and^  for  12*  years  paft,  it  has  been  nearly  8;-.  The  account 
which  the  oldeft  perfons  give  of  the  ftate  of  the  parifli  in  their 
youthy  fupports  thil  conjefture.  The  fiirms,  by  being  in- 
creafed  in  fize,  have  decreafed  in  number ;  and  many  cotta* 
ges'have  been  demoliflied.  In  1780,  when  an  exaft  lift  was 
taken,  the  total  number  was  409 :  At  the  prefent  time  (May 
1 79a),  It  is  only  386,     Of  this  number  of  perfons  there  are^ 


iTnder  10  years  of  age, 

94 

Of  whom  there  are. 

From.  10  to  20, 

87 

Males, 

180 

ao  to  50, 

M4 

Females,          -   '     - 

•    206 

-: —  50  to  70, 

44 

.- 

Above  70,     *    -     '   - 

^1 

The  number  of  families  is  ^7  ;  the  average  number  of  per- 
fons in  a  family,  therefore,  is  5.     In  the  village,  which  con- 
tains 

*  Pnftf  ^  Labovr^  lif^:— The  wages  of  ferrants  and  d^y^laboareTS  have 
riif  n  confidcraWy  of  late,  from  the  great  encouragement  that  has  been  givL-o 
at  the  iron-foundery  in  the  neighbouring  parifh  of  Camwath,  at  the  cot  to  n- 
manlffafhire  near  LansA-k,  and^ther  great  Works.  For  particuHbi;  fr^the  ac- 
count of  tKe  netghbottring  parifli  of  Xibbertoo.  Tlie  demAlifliing  of  the  cot- 
tJ^s  ma^f  jttftlj  be  rec|oncd\  one  great  caufe  «f  the  iucreafcd  price  of  labour, 
in  this  p»rt  of  the  country,  By  this  the  number  of  hands  has  been  dimiiiiOied, 
whilft,  firom  other  caufcs,  the  demand  for  them  has  become  greater. 
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tarns  36  families,  and  tio  perfon?^  it  is  about  4T:  In  the 
coontTj  pariih,  which  includes  276  perfons,  who  refide  in  ji 
fqnrate  houfes,  it  is  nearly  5i.  This  difference  arifes  from 
the  numerous  families  of  fome  of  the  farmers^  who  live  in 
the  cooatiy  part  of  die  pafrifh.  The  number  of  married  per- 
fens  is  84  ^  that  of  widowers  and  widows  18. 

Tbe  great  part  of  the  people  are  employed  in  farming,  or 
in  occupations  relative  to  it.     At  prefent,  the  number  of  pro- 
feflfed  ftrmers^  or  of  fuch  as  may  be  faid  to  live  by  this  bufi- 
nelsy  is  only  14  ;  and  of  thefe  fome  poffefs  but  fmall  farms. 
The  fervants  which  they  ufually  employ,  are  about  60.     But  ' 
befides  thefe,  there  is  a  confiderable  number  of  perfons  whb 
have  imaU  pofleffions  of  land,  and  who  follow,  at  the  fame 
time,  ibme  other  employment.     There  are,  Kkewife,  a  few 
tradefinen,  fuch  as  are  ufually  employed  in  the  country*; 
Wrights,  malbns,  weavers,  and  ifaoemakers.     Of  diefe  the 
weavers  are  the  moft  numerous,  amounting,  with  journey- 
men and  apprentices,  to  xx  or  Z2.     Some  of  them  are  em« 
plejed  in  die  cotton  manufafture,  andufe  the  fly-fhuttle. 
The  inhabitants  are  generally  healthy;  and  many  attain  to  a 
great  age.  Very  lately  there  were  5,  and  ftill  there  are  4  per- 
fons above  80  years  \  a  of  them  near  to  87.  A  fewyears  ago, 
a  man  died  about  the  age  of  93,  who  had  been  bred  a  mafon^ 
and  had  refided  in  this  parifli  till  a  (hort  time  before  his  death. 
He  was  fo  ftout  and  healthy,  at  the  age  of  86,  that  he  was 
tbk  to  work,  for  fome*time,  at  his  particular  occupation. 
The  health  and  longevity  of  the  people  may  be  owing,  in 
fome  degree,  to  their  being  much  employed  in  the  open  air. 
Stomach  complaints,  however,  rheumatifm,  and  confumptions, 
ire  not  onfrequent ;  and  the  fmall-pox  and  meafles  carry  off 
a  nunriier  of  the  young.     Inoculation  for  the  fmall-pox  has 
not  yet  become  general,  though  it  had  been  very  fuccefsful 
wherever  it  was  tried.    The  houfes  in  the  village,  and.ovet 

great 
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.great  part  of  the  ptrifli^  are  geaeraUj  pretty  neat  and  canv 
jnodiDus.  This  muil  coz^ibute  to  the  health,  aa  well  as  tq 
the  comfort  of  the  inhabitants. 

Paor.«*The  number  of  poor  has  been  Tery  finally  for  leve^ 
ral  years  pail.  This  ha^  been  owing,  among  other  caufes, 
to  the  care  taken  hj  the  kirk-feffion  to  give  a  little  aid  be^ 
times,  to  thofe  that  were  likelj  to  &11  into  necef&tous  cir^ 
cumftancesi  and  thus,  to  prevent  their  coming  upou  the  poor'^ 
lift.  It  is  too  often  found  that  many  of  thofe,  who  are  accut 
tomed  to  a  regular  fupplj,  become  idle  and  improvident.  B^ 
lo^g  their  fenfe  of  independence,  thej  lofe  regard  to  cha^^ 
raAer.  The  manner  of  fupporting  the  poor,  in  this  part  oi 
Great  Britain,  though  it  be  well  calculated  to  chcA  thefe 
evils,  cannot  altogether  prevent  them.  When  a  fmaU  sdEftn 
ance,  feafonablj  adminiftered,  will  enable  a  poor  man  to  con« 
tinue  his  occupation,  and  to  earn  his  bread  for  many  years^ 
it  is  certainly  much  better  to  afford  it,  than,  by  allowing  him 
to  fink  into  extreme  poverty  and  wretchednefs,  to  be  obliged 
to  admit  him  as  a  conftant  penfioner.  The  price  of  meal  was 
fo  much  raifed  in  confequence  of  the  great  froft  in  harvefi 
1782,  that  it  was  thought  neceflary  to  give  fome  temporary 
af&ftance  to  a  number  of  the  poorer  dais  of  people  in  this] 
parifh.  Meal,  and  beef  (which  was  then  cheaper  thm  meal) 
were  fold  to  them  confideraibly  below  the  market  price,  tiU, 
by  the  next  plentiful  harveft,  provifions  were  brought  down 
to  their  ordinary  rate.  The  fame  plan,  to  a  fmaller  extent, 
was  adopted  in  the  end  of  1784,  another  hard  year :  and,  by 
thefe  means,  the  diftrefs,  in  which  feveral  induftriousperfons 
snuft  have  been  involved,  was  prevented.  The  annual  intereil 
of  40 1.  of  ftock,.  together  with  the  ordinary  coUe&ionS)  mort« 
cloth-money^  S&c.  has  hitherto  been  fufficieat  for  the  fupport 
gf  the  poor. 

C£urch^ 
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Cinrcb,  School,  Heritors^  &c. — The  churcli  is  fald  to  have 
keen  boBt  towards  the  end  of  the  laft  century.  The  date  1698 
k  found  on  the  bell-houfe.  The  ftipend  confifts  of  80  bolls 
of  med,  ai  of  bear,  and  7 1.  money.  The  Earl  of  Hyndford 
is  patron.  The  glebe  contains  about  8  acres,  part  of  which 
is  rerj  good  land.  The  manfe  was  built  in  1711 ;  but  has 
been  repaired  at  different  times. — There  is  a  good  houfe  for 
rbe  ficbool  and.  fclioolxnafter,  and  a  fmall  garden^  His  falary, 
mdudiiig  tke  annuid  produce  of  a  mortification,  is  9I.  lis,  8d* 
Themnnber  of  fdholars  is  about  30. — There  are  only  three 
heritor?,  none  of  whom  refide  in  the  pariih.  The  far  greater 
part  of  (he  lands  bdongs  to  the  Earl  of  Hyndford. 

jfniiquities, — ^fn  the  confines  of  the  (larifli  on  tlie  S.,  anl 
on  the  high  moorifii  ground  formerly  mentioned,  the  yeftiges 
of  a  large  camp,  or  fortified  ftation,  are  ft  ill  very  vlfible.  It 
contains  about  6  acres,  which  form  an  irregular  figure,  ap^ 
proacbing  to  that  of  a  circular  area.  The  wall  feems  to  have 
been  very  thick  and  high,  and  to  have  been  compofed  chiefly 
of  cautt  ftonea,  many  of  (hem  a  kind  of  flag,  collefted,  pro-^ 
baUy,  from  the  adjoining  grounds  ;  but  there  is  no  appear- 
ance of  mortar  or  cement.  It  is  fituated  upon  the  fide  of  a 
^p  mo&y  within  which,  at  a  little  diilance,  are  the  remains 
of  a  fiiudl  fort,  fcarcdy  including  a  rood  of  ground,  which  has 
cvidendy  been  connefied  with  the  large  one  by  a  paflage 
made  dirongh  the  mo&.  The  figure  of  this  fmall  fortification 
is  IHciewife  rmmd,  and  the  wall  of  it  has  been  biiilt  with  the 
fone  kind  of  ftones.  The  large  camp  includes  feveral  fprings 
of  ezcdient  water.  Some  urns  were  found,  under  the  ruins 
ofthewally  a  great  many  years  ago,  by  fome  people  that 
were  digging  out  die  larger  (tones,  for  die  purpofe  of  build« 
ing«  They  were  each  of  them  enclofed  within  four  coarfe 
flag  fiones,  fet  on  edge,  and  covered  with  one  laid  fiat.    Thi^ 

fpace 
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Ijpsce  included  bj  thefe  flag?  was  filled  to  a  confideraljle  dqiCb, 
with  a  fine  whitiih  fand^  among  which  the  aro  was  ftandbgj 
in  an  inverted  pofition.  Upon  removing  the  urn,  ibmethiiig 
qf  a  foft  flimj  nature  was  found  i:^n  the  fand»  which,  pro- 
liably,  n^ight  be  the  allies  of  human  bones.  A  large  uriU| 
fiirrounded  with  five  fmall  ones,  was  fo«nd  in  the  bottom  o^ 
a  cairn  of  ftones,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  diftant,  and  endowed 
in  a  fimilar  m^ner.  Th^  large  camp  has  two  fmaller  ones 
in  its  view ;  one  of  them  to  the  north  weftward,  upon  the, 
higheft  top  of  the  hiU,  and  the  oth^r  to  thefontb  eaftwazd^  on 
^le  top  of  a  little  hill  in  Covington  pariihy  each  abput  the 
diftance  of  ^alf  a  mile.  The  firll  of  thefs  appears  to  have 
been  furrounded  with  two  walls,  between  which  there  has 
lieen  a  deep  ditch*  The  walls  have  been  built  of  large  rough 
ftones^  fuch  as  are  found  upon  the  hill.  A  vaft  nooiber  of 
them  ftill  remain  upon  the  place*  ThJA  fortification  }ias  lijy> 
wife  been  of  a  rpundiih  figure. 

On  the  top  of  a  little  rifing  ground,  about  half  a  mile  y(* 
fxom  the  village,  there  has  Hood  one  of  thofe  long  ilones 
which  are  known  by  the  liamip  of  Grofles.  It  ftill  bes  near 
the  place^  and  a  focket  of  Itone  remains,  in  which  it  is  faid 
to  have  been  fixed.  From  this  place,  which  is  conneded 
with  the  plantations  of  Weftraw,  there  is  a  delightful  view  of 
die  houfe  and  enclofures  of  Carftairs,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of 
the  river. 

The  houfe  of  Weftraw^  or  WefterhaU^  (as  it  is  fometiraes 
fpelt  in  old  writings),  is  probably  ancient ;  but  it  has  -under- 
gone fo  many  alterations^  that  it  has  loft^  in  ^  great  meafnre^ 
the  appearance  of  antiquity.  The  lands  of  Wefierhall  were 
given  to  Sir  Adam  Johnfton  of  that  ilk,  in  the  tixoe  of  James 
II.  ELing  of  Scotland,  in  reward  of  his  loyalty,  and,  in  parti- 
cularj^  for  his  aftivity  in  fuppreiling  the  rebellion  of  the  £arl 
pf  Douglas.     (Vide  Crawford's  Peerage.)    It  is  probable 

that 
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(hat  when  thefe  lands  in  Lftnarklhire  were  alien^ed,  the  fame 
name  was  bcftowed  upon  a  part  of  tihe  eftate  in  Aanandde^ 
in  order  to  keep  up  the  niemorj  of  this  event.  Theprefent 
Sir  James  Jobnfton  of  Wefterhall  19  a  defcendant  of  this  fc« 
Buly.  There  have  been  feveral  other  old  houfes  of  fbine  note 
in  the  parifh,  of  which  focne  are  in  rains,  and  others  entirely 
demoUihed*  One  of  thefe  ^vaa  at  Glowbum,  in  whick  the  firft 
tea  n£ed  in  this  country  is  faid  to  have  been  drunk  towards 
die  end  of  laft  century.  It  bad  been  brought  from  HoDand,' 
according  to  the  tradition,  by  Sir  Andrew  Kennedy,  who  was 
then  proprietor  of  that  part  of  the  parifli ;  and  who,  being 
Lord  Confervator  of  die  Scots  Privileges  at  Gampvere,  had 
received  it  as  a  piefent  from  the  Dutch  £aft  India  Company. 

Mtfiillaneotti  Ohfervations. — ^The  cuflx)m  of  tfairlageto  miQs 
fHD  prevails  in  this  part  of  tlie  country :  but  there  is  £9pe4 
thing  fingular  in  the  ftate  of  this  parifh  in  that*  refpeft.  Aj 
kw  only  of  the  farms  are  thirled  (or  bound  to  grind  corn)  at 
themill  within  the  pariih ;  the  great  part  are  thirled  to  that 
of  Carmichael.  It  is  but  a  little  more  diftant  than  the  other, 
and  the  multure  is  only  one  half.--A  confiderable  quantity  of 
meal,  as  well  as  of  butter  and  cheefe,  is  ufuaUy  fent  to  mar- 
ket  from  this  pariflu  Formerly  it  was  the  pra&ice  to  fend 
the  meal  to  Carluke,  or  farther,  in  its  way  to  Glafgow.  Of 
late  a  great  part  of  it  has  been  fold  at  Lanark,  where  the  de- 
mand was  much  increafed  fince  the  eredion  of  Mr.  Dale's 
cottoo-werks. — The  moorilh  and  high  grounds  in  the  pariih 
might  be  rendered  of  greater  value,  and  the  country  much 
beautified,  by  large  dumps  and  belts  of  plantations.  The  great 
rife  in  the.  price  of  wood  is  another  motive  to  this  improve- 
meot  Within  the  lafl  40  years,  the  price  of  hard  wood  haf 
heea  donUed,  and  that  of  fir  quadrupled.  The  large  iize,  and 
dirinng  ftate  of  the  larches  at  Wefiraw^  feem  to  r^dmmend 

VqIhXU.  r  thi9 
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this  kiiid.6f  tr«6sr  In  portioilar.— The  fuel  generallj  nficd  ia 
the  porifli  is  oopl,  and  a.  few  peati,  which  are  brought  from 
the  other  fide  of  the  rivw.  The  coal  is  mo^j  brought  £rora 
Ponfeigh,  which  is  nea^  7  miles  diftaot  from  thb  village. 
The  roadi  have  been  greatly  mended  within  thelaft  ao  years; 
but  the.  matmak  are  generallj  foft,  which  renders  Cr^uent 
tepairs  niscefiarj.  Some  of  the  crofs  rc^^ds  are  very  bad. 
The  ftatote-labour  is  converted  into  money,  and  amounts  to 
about  x  a  1.  a-year.  This  fum,  judicioufly  laid  out,  will  foon 
accommodate  the  pariih  better  in  this  important  rdpeft.  The 
pe(^»  upon  the  whole,  may  be  faid  to  live  comfortably  in 
their  fituation.  They  are  indiifirious  and  fober,  and,  in  ge« 
ueral,  pay  a  commendable  regard  to  religious  inftitutions. 
Ttiere  has  only  been  one  or  two  feceders  in  the  pariih  for  ma* 
ny  years  p«ft.  There  are  5  ale-houfes,  which  are  fo  little 
firequented,  that  the  induftry,  or  morals  of  the  people,  do  not 
appear  to  he»  ia  any  confiderable  degree,  hurt  by  them*  No 
p^rfon  belonging  to  the  pariih  has  been  profecuted  fi>r  any 
capital  orime,  within  the  memory  of  the  oldeft  inhabitant. 
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N  tr  M  B  E  R    IV. 
PARISH  OF  COLDINGHAM. 


(Couim  OF  Berwick^  Stkod  of  Merse  akb  Tivxotdale, 
Prksbttert  of  Chirksio£). 


By  John  Renton,  JE/y.  of  Chifierbani\ 


nPHIS  pariJli  is  the  largeft  of  a^y  in  tins  cottntrj,  but  not 
-^  of  Che  greatcft'valuey  as  it  includes  a  commbn  moor# 
which  eontaios  above  600  Englifli  acres^  of  a  very  poor  qua* 
litj.  There  is  no  map  of  this  pariih.  In  fome  partSi  it  is 
between  6  and  7  miks  in  length,  and  as  much  in  breadth^ 
aad  is  of  a  vexy  irregular  figure*  The  appe^irattee  of  this  pa** 
rilh  is  rather  fiatf  there  being  no  high  hiUs  in  it»  but  a  great 
proportion  of  rifing^grounds,  of  eafy  afcegat,  and  gentle  ^cclivi-* 
ty,  which  are,  with  a  few  exceptions,  all  acceilible  bj  the 
pkmj^,  and  which,  as  weH  as  the  Galleys  trnd  plain  ground, 
are  of  a  fertile  foil,  excepting  the  heights  about  St.  Abb's 

F  a  Head, 

•  Tbe  pttifli  of  Goldingliain  being  at  preCent  Ttcant,  the  Stitiftical  Account 
«f thst  diftnft  WM  ^ecy  oUiginglj  undertaken  by  Mr.  Renton. 
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Head,  and  other  leflfer  parceUy  which  are  bare  and  to&ff  anft 
part  of  the  farms  upon  the  edges  of  the  common  moor,  whids 
are  of  a  coarfe  and  cold  foil^  and  excepting  alfo  die  fiur  great* 
eft  part  of  that  moor  itfelf,  which,  in  its  natural  ftate,  produ* 
ces  nothing  but  heath  on  the  drj  parts,  and  bent,  and  the 
^•arfeft  fort  of  grad  o:>  the  fwampj  wettifli  parta.  This 
great  common  was,  about  20  jears  ago,  divided  by  the  Coarc 
of  Sefiion  among  the  heritors  having  intereft  therein,  after 
much  litigation,  and  at  die  expen&  of  1500 1.  and  upwards  ; 
confiderable  improvements^  bj  endouag,  draining,  and  lim- 
ing, have  been  made  thereon,  by  feveral  of  the  heritors.  But 
it  is  believ^  few  of  them  will  find  thofe  improvements  tun 
out  to  their  advantage,  as  the  foil  is,  in  moft  parts,  thin,  mar* 
fliy,  and  of  the'  molfy  kind,  and  the  bottom  of  a  tough,  cold 
bluifli  clay.  The  general  opinion  feeras  to  be,  that  the  beft 
ufethat  it  can  be  turned  to,  ia  by  planting  it.  Then  nee  £&• 
veral  peat  oooiTes  in  this  cxtenfiv^  moor ;  but  ^ew  of  the  peats 
are  of  the  Uack  hard  kind :  they  are  generally  of  a  browniih 
colour,  foft  and  porooa^  and  burn  away  in  a  blaze,  are  fitt^ 
for  kindling  than  laiUng  fires,  and  as  fnch  they  are  now  com- 
inonly  u£Bd»*  The  mofies  themfelve^  being  xftttch  won  out^ 
the  digging  and  drying  the  peitts  hais  become  Ao^  difficult 
and  eacpeiifi'^e,  and  they  ai^  now;  from  different  cai^s,  in  a 
good  oieafurei  defected,  ahhongh  peats  and  tuffs  were  the 
prtndpal  ftiel  tifA  m  thisr  partfh  fr6m  die  eartieS  times';  and 
diis  acodonts  ftfr  the  barrennefs  tind  fterility  of  th^  moen-,  as 
the  fiirf«ce  muft  haive  been  repcAtecfly  paired  and  carried  off 
by  the  inhabitants^  in  the  courfe  ot  many  ages; 

Riveti  Ftjbr  SeO^CoaJl^  &c;— Thfc  water  of  feye,  is  die 
only  water  worth  menttcntng  in  this  paVifli/xt  rifes  inthd  p2» 
ri(h  of  Cockbumfpath,  very  near  the  weft  boundary  of  tli^ 
^ifl],  and  has  it9  courfe  through  this  and  the  pariih  of  Ay. 
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&»y  and  runs  into  the  ilea  at  Ejemoudi.   In  this  water  there 
ire  plentjr  of  trouts  of  excellent  quality,  generally  fmall : 
there  arc  indeed  fome  pretty  large,  from  x6  to  24  inches  in 
iengdi,  bat  none  of  the  true  falmon  kind.     There  is  aUb  a 
beuitifiil  lake. of  water,  about  a  mile  weft  of  St.  Abb's  Head, 
called  CoUing^am  Loch,     it  is  of  a  triangular  ^figure,  aibout 
ft  mile  in  circnmference,  and  faid  to  be  feveral  fathoms  deep 
in  feme  parts  :  the  water  is  dear,  and  muft  be  produced  from 
fpringSy  as  there  are  no  burns  that  run  into  it,  and  although 
it  has  no  vifible  outlet,  the  depth  always  appears  to  be  the 
fame.    The  only  fiih  in  it,  are  the  perch  from  5  to  8^  inches 
long,  oofbpaA  and  firm  in  appearance,  but  dry  eating.     This 
lake  appears  to  Se  wdl  fuited  for  a  pleafure-boat,  but  there 
is  none  on  it  at  prefent.     It  is  fituated  many  fathoms  above 
the  levd  of  the  fea.     The  extent  of  the  fea^coaft,  in  this  pa*- 
riii,  ii -about  6  miles  from  Eyemouth  parifh  to  that  of  Cock- 
bam^ath,  and  upon  this  part  of  the  coaft,  the  promontory 
of  St.  AbbVHead  is  fituated,  about  which,  and  on  the  weft-* 
^vaid  of  it,  the  fliore  is^angerous  and  inacceflible,  except  at 
Lnmflen  fliore,  at  which  there    are  feveral   fiihing  boats, 
and,  on  the  eaftward  of  St.  Abb's  Head,  a  conftderable  part 
of  the  Ibore  is  fmooth  and  of  eafy  acccfs,  particularly  at  Cold- 
ingham  fands,  and  the  farm  of  Northfield,  where  there  are 
alfo  fevenil  fiihing  boats  u  but  there  is  no  harbour  for  ihips  in 
this  parifb  ;  the  only  harbour  in  Berwickfliire  being  at  Eye- 
mouth, the  beft  and  moft  acceilible  of  any  between  Holy 
IHand  and  Leich.    There  is  a  fine  bay  between  St.  Abb's 
Head  and  the  fort  of  Eyemouth,  in  which  ihips  bound  for 
Ejemouth  caft  anchor  and  wait  the  time  of  tide  for  going 
into  the  harbour.     Great  plenty  of  iSih  are  caught  in  the  fea, 
00  this  part  of  the  coaft,  fuch  as  haddocks,  whitings,  cod, 
a&dlingi  lobfters,  crabs,  and  other  {hellfiih;  turbot,  Ikate. 
tad  bcffrings,  all  of  excellent  qualities,  which,  after  fupply* 

ing 


%6  StatifiicalJccount 

iiig  die  people  in  dus  neif^bonrhoody  are  earned  to  DimfiBi 
Kdiby  &c*»  and  agreat  part  axe  carried  ts  Edinburi^  The 
haddockf  have  almoft  defiprted  this  coaft  for  diefe  a  or  3  years, 
but  die  cod  and  Ibg  are  more  plentiful,  and  of  better  quality 
than  fiotrmerly.  The  difference  between  the  hif^ieft  aad  low* 
eft  tiden,  on  this  fliore,  is  about  ao  feet ;  and  there  are  great 
yanrities  of  fea^-weed,  commonly  called  feap^ware,  thrown 
afliore  here,  the  ooarfer  part  of  which  is  'carried  bS  with 
avidity,  and  applied  as  manure  to  the  land  near  the  ihore* 
The  finer  parts  are  manufaftured  into  kelp,  and  prodaoe  £rom 
30  to  40  tons  yearly*  The  greateft  part  of  diis  finer  ibrt, 
grows  upon  the  rocks  fituated  between  the  high  and  low  wa* 
ter.marks,  and  is  cut  and  manufaftured  onto  kelp  oidj  once 
in  3  years. 

TofVJf  o/*  CoUingbam^'^The  town  of  Coldingham  appears 
tp  have  been  of  very  high  antiquity  ;  for  the  monofterj  wtt 
one  of  the  moft  ancient  and  flouriihing  on  die  eaft  of  Scot- 
land, and  previous  to  the  confecration*of  the  famous  St.  Cotfa- 
bert,  the  biihop  of  Lindisfeme,  i.  e.  Holy  Ifland,  which  was 
performed  in  the  Cathedral  of  York,  in  the  year  685.  This 
monaftery,  then  a  famous  and  ftately  edifice,  was  confumed 
and  burnt  *,    The  town  of  Cddingham  ftands  in  a  fnag  dry 

valley, 

*  It  is  faid  (Sir  D.  lDalrymp]e*s  Annals,  vol.  I.  p.  48.)  to  have  been  rebuilt 
by  King  EdgaV,  In  the  year  xcpS,  and  that  at  iti  consecration  to  the  Virgin,  be 
afliftcd  in  perfon,  when  it  was  conllituted  into  a  priory  of  Benedi^Hnes,  to  v^hlcb 
ft  colony  of  Monks  from  -Durhani  were  introduced ;  and  that  for  feteral  fucceed- 
ing  generatioQi,  it  continued  to  depend  upon  the  convent  of  i^urliMB ;  that 
K.  Edgar  ordered  a  houfe  to  be  built  for  himfcir,  at  a  fmall  diftanct  from  the 
church  (part  of  the  walls  of  which  houfe  are  ftiil  to  be  feen,  and  are  called  Ed- 
gar's walls  at  this  day) ;  and  befides  this  manfion-houfe,  he  beftowed  on  the 
f  riory,  the  lands  of  Auld  Cambus,  Lnmfden,  Renton,  Swinewood,  Faimey^e. 
the  z  AytoWt  Forndcrgueft,  and  GrainCaioath,  all  places  in  th(  neighbourhood, 

iu)d 
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nBmjf  having  a  finall  Tivulet  df  ezocUetit  wnter^  nmning 
upon  each  fide  of  it,  and  iff  about  a  mile  difhmt  from  the  fea« 
It  is  forvoonded  with  rifing  fields  of  gentle  alcent*  all  of  exm 
cdknt  quaUtj ;  but  there  are  no  profpefid  from  the  town  be- 
yond half  a  mile's  diftaace.  If  appears  from  old  writings^ 
and  by  parts  of  the  foundations  of  old  buildings,  that  federal 
of  the  orofts  about  the  town,  now  arable,  had  been  ancientlj 
the  fites  of  houfes  and  gardens^  It  muftj  therefore,  have  bees 
much  more  populous  than  it  is  at  prefent  *•  Before  the  com* 
nioa  moor  was  divided,  this  town  was  dull  and^unpleafuit,  in 
appcannoe,  as  all  the  houfes  were  covered  with  tur£i  and 
divots  firam  that  moor.  All  the  inhabitants  were  averfe  to 
the  divifion,  becaufo  thej  fore&w,  that  this  Servitude,  and 
that  of  die  peats  and  turfs  for  fuel,  would  be  much  con* 

fined. 

aod  &t  pRfcnt  known  by  the  fame  names ;  as  alfo,  the  lands  of  Swxnton,  and  24 
bciAs  kg  tilliiig  them ;  and  likewiTe  the  lands  of  Pazton,  Fiihwick,  and  all  th6 
lands  adjoining  to  the  latter,  Ijing  between  Harnden  and  Knabton,  places  of 
great  cctanl  and  valne  on  the  bsteks  of  the  rt^er  TWeed,  'and  ftitf  tailed  b^  the 
fame  oaoio;  md  tfant  he  aUb  gaye  to  this  church*  the  fame  privileges  whick 
were  at  that  time  poflefled  by  H0I7  Ifland  and  Norharo,  viz,.  57  days  to  all  who 
£ed  thither,  and  half  a  merk  of  iilver  to  the  Monks  of  Coldingham  from  every 
ploogh  in  Coldingham  ihore,  for  which  the  'pofl*eflbrs  of  thefe  lands  Tolnntarily 
faboKttad  and  engaged  for  it9  pun^al  payment. 

*  The psior  rcfided  here  with  all  hb  train  and  dependents;  and  the  chnicli 
and  other  bntldinp  abont  it  were  eztenfive  and  magnificent,  but  are  «U  now  v^ 
ceaplcte  mba,  except  the  prefent  kirk,  which  is  dark  within,  and  flubby  with- 
out The  rerenne  of  this  priory  muft  have  been  very  coniiderablt ;  for,  befidei 
the  temporal  lands  which  belonged  t6it,  they  had  right  to  the  diawn  teinds  of 
13  paritei.  After  the  general  aanrtarim*,  this  priory  was  ere^cd  into  a  teai« 
ponl  Usdihip  in  favour  of  John  Stnart,  a  natural  fon  or  grandfon  of  K« 
Jftscs  the  {th.  It  fceips  he  had  fold  a  great  part  of  the  lands  and.teinds,  and 
t:i£  renniader  were  carried  off  by  the  Earls  of  Home,  by  decreets  of  apprifiog 
rsd  ocker  legal  ^igences.  They  Itave  been  long  in  pofl*effioh,  and  partly  by 
votooucy;  aad  partly  in  coD^<]iience  of  decreets  of  valuation  and  fate,  havn 
Ud  the  &h|c^  adjudged,  at  leaft  the  iar  gxeatelt  part  of  them,  but  have  ftil) 
ugU,  to  the  fen^utics  of  a  great  number  of  leuars  and  heritors. 
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ined.  Bat  in  place  of  their  being  foArers  bj  tfat  divifioB» 
it  has  turned  out  much  to  their  whrantage,  for  great  numbers 
of  them  were  emplojed  all  the  famsner  time  in  digging  and 
preparing  peats  and  turfs ;  but  after  thej  were^  in  n  great 
meafure,  reftrifted  from  that  fervitude,  thej  feun4  anoi^ 
profitable  empIoTment^  from  the  fpirit  of  improvements  which 
bad  become  general,  and  were  foon  able  to  get  coals  for  their 
fuel :  and  thej  are  now  in  a  more  thriving  condition  in 
cTcry  refpeft,  than  thej  enjojred  before  the  divifion;  fi»r, 
fince  that  period,  thej  have  not  onlj  built  a  good  manj  new 
houfesy  which  thej  have  covered  with  tiles,  and  ibme  with 
blue  dates,  but  thej  have  rebuilt  feveral  of  the  old  hooles 
and  covered  them  with  this  fort  of  covering ;  and  the  town 
has  now  a  more  livelj  and  cheerful  appearance^  and  their 
wealth  and  population  are  vifiblj  increafing.  The  number 
of  fouls  in  this  town,  at  pre(ent|  is  7x8,  whereof  317  «re 
poales^  and  40Z  females, 

Po^aAi/ibii— According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report,  the  a«m« 
ber  of  fouls  then,  was  2313.  Bj  an  accurate  lift  made  out 
in  the  jear  1791,  the  heads  of  families  in  this  parilh  are  529  j 
the  number  of  fouls  2391,  of  whom  x  136  are  males,  and  1255 
females.  There  were  643  under  10  jears ;  502  between  10 
and  20  \  938  between  20  and  50 ;  213  between  50  and  7c ; 
tod  95  between  70  and  xoo.  Bj  the  feffion-derk's  attefta* 
tion,  it  appears,  that  from  the  zft  of  Januarj  1790  to  ift  Ja- 
nuarj  i793»  there  have  been  113  baptifms,  70  deaths,  and 
31  marriages :  That  theaffeffinents  laid  on  bj  the  herxtors, 
for  the  paupers,  have  been  at  the  rate  of  4  months  land-tax, 
communihus  anms,  for  theip  laft  3  jears^  or  691.  7  s.  4  d*  Ster- 
ling  jearlj,  exclufive  of  the  collefhons  at  the  church  doors  ; 
and  the  numbers  of  the  poor  are  increafing,  which  may  be 
afcrlbed  to  the  too  common  ufe  of  tea,  and  the  immoderate 

ufe 
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!i/«  of  whiflLj*  There  is  not  a  fingle  furgeon  ia  this  parllh. 
The  people  in  genend  are  moderate  and  health j  \  few  agues 
of  late  years ;  fevers  and  confumptions  are  the  ordinary  &tal 
difeafes  here,  efpecially  to  young  women*  Few  of  the  com* 
moQ  people  will  allow  inoculation ;  they  fay  it  is  an  encroach- 
ment i^on  the  prerogative  of  providence ;  and  it  is  in  vain  to 
tell  them,  that  prudence  b  the  gift  of  providence,  and  that  it 
is  tfadr  indifpenfible  duty  to  ufe  every  prudential  and  ap- 
proved means  to  fave  ^e  lives  of  their  children. 

Stipend^  Heritorsy  &c.*-»The  Crown  is  patron.  The  manfe 
and  oflkes  are^  ia  good  repair,  and  the  kirk  was  divided  a- 
moog  die  heritors,  new  feated  and  repaired  about  20  years 
ago.  The  glebe  and  the  garden  are  among  the  beft  in  this 
prefbjrtcry.  The  ftipend,  which ,  by  a  procefs  of  augmema- 
tioain  1739*  was  converted  into  rooney,  is  881.  13s.;  and 
fte  minifter  has  right  to  the  teinds  of  the  7  fiihing  boats  in 
this  parifli,  for  which  the  laft  incumbent  acceptecf  of  2ds. 
yearly  for  each  of  thofe  boats.  By  the  converfion  of  the 
viftnal  ftipen^i  in  1739,  ^^^^  money,  the  minifter  thought 
himfdf  a  donfid^rable  fufferef .  By  the  land-tax'  or  cefs*roU' 
of  this  county,  it  appears  there  are  67  heritors^  great  aod 
WU,  in  this  parilk,  and  that  our  monthly  cefs  is  ao8 1.  is. 
Scots;  thai  x  1.  xi's.  Scots*  or  oTs.  8d.  Surling  of  monthly 
ceis,  is  cqu^  to  xcp  1.  Scots  of  valued  rent,  being  the  qliali- 
fication  of  a  commii&oner  of  fupply  i  and  tbat  there  are  only 
19  of  theie  67  heritors,' whofe  valued  rent  amounts'  to  that  qu»- 
Sficatioa.  None  of  thte  heritors  whofe  real  rtot  exceeds  400L 
Sterling,  refide  widiin  (he  parifli ;  and  ai'moft  alf  the  (mailer 
Heritors  pofiefs  t&eir  own  lands.  !^ome  of  them  are  in  eafy  clr« 
cnnflaoces,  others  not*  Within  thefb  49  years,  the  full  half 
of  the  kods  in  this  parifh  have  teen  fold  by  their  former 
ptopriecon*  and  have  always  met  witih  ready  putcbafers;  and* 

VouXII.  &  m 
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the  rents,  as  welt  as  the  price  of  land  here,  are  flitt  «2* 
vancing. 

^rfcafAir#'#.— Before  the  rplrit  of  improving  land  began  to 
appear  here,  there  were  3  confiderable  villages  befides  the 
town  of  Coldingham,  viz.  Renton,  Auchencraw,  and  the  2 
Preftons;  but  fince  that,  the  heritors  have  built  good  firm- 
fteadings  upon  the  mod  centrical  parts  of  their  outfields. 
Hence,  the  villages  of  Renton  and  Eaft  Prefton,  have  dif«ip- 
peared,  and '  Auchencraw  and  Weft  Prefton  have  dwbdltrd  to 
lefs  than  the  half  of  what  they  were  before  that  period.  There 
are  above  60  farms  in  this  parifli,  befides  the  acres  that  lie 
«rbund  the  town  of  Coldingham.  The  rents  of  the  (arms 
are  from  10  1-  to  5C0I.  and  upwards.  Several  of  the  hen* 
tors  who  pofiefs  their  own  properties,  as  well  as  our  princi- 
pal farmers,  are  inferior  to  none  in  induftrj  and  IkiU  for  the 
improvement  and  management  of  land  to  the  bed  advantage  *. 

Some 

*  Pretioiis  to  th^  jt$x  17^,  tloMft  the  wIiqIc  iamit  in  thi»  and  the  neigb- 

booring  pariihet  were  laboured  and  cn>pt  in  the  foUowia^  manner,  yiz.  about 
one-fourth  of  the  arable  land  as  infield,  and  the  other  three-fourths  as  outfield  ; 
but  for  the  better  underftanding  that  mode  of  cropping  and  management,  fup- 
pofe  a  fiffffl  confilbng  of  400  acres  of  arable  land  (befides  mc^«w  and  mmxfhj 
grrond  unfit  for  tillage)  to  have  been  lat,  the  tenant  became  bound  by  the 
leaCe  to  fallow  and  dong  one-fifth  part  of  the  infield  yearly^  and  not  to  take 
above  4  crops  thereof  between  fallowings^  one  of  which  to  be  barlej,  and  an- 
other a  peal%  crop,  and  to  on  through  the  coorfe  of  the  tack :  and  with  refpecl 
tcf  the  outfield,  be  was  allowed  to  have  only  one^third  part  of  it  in  com,  in  any 
ena  feaK,  which  third  he  wta  obliged  to  iaUow;  and  to  ^v  it  3  or  more  plough- 
inga  between  Whi^unday  and  the  enfuing  fired  time ;  and  after  titog  3  crops  of 
oats  off  it  fucceffively,  he  was  obliged  to  allow  it  to  lie  in  ley  for  6  years  before 
it  was  again  riven  out  and  fallowed,  and  fo  on  with  the  other  two-thirds  of  the 
outfield,  until  the  expiration  of  his  tack.  By  that  mode  of  management,  the 
laid  was  (b  mnch  wailed  and  worn  oot,  that  the  fourth  crop  of  the  in£cid« 
and  the  third  from  the  outfield,  fre^nentl|f  did  not  produce  the  double  of  the 
feed  I  aad  the  of<ly  paC^ure  fuch  a  farmer  had  for  (iipporting  his-  ftocking  of 

horfes^ 
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Some  jreATs  prior  to  i76o»  a  fewiadividaak,  of  more  thw 
ordinaty  penetiauoo  aad  difcemment,  having  difcovered  the 
mighty  rffe&s  of  lime  in  Northumberland,  thej  ventured  to 
mskceqwriaientflof  ilseffeSsupon  the  lands  in  Bcrwickihire; 
and  from  their  exertions  and  fuccefs,  a  fpirit  of  improvement 
became  general :  and  in  confeqoence  of  the  great  demand  for 
lime,  additional  lime-kilns  were  ecefted,  both- upon  this,  and 
on  the  4ither  fide  of  Berwick,  and  x)\t  great  quantities  prg^ 
dnccd  from  thepa,  as  vf^XL  as  what  was  brought  in  ihips  froifi 
SanderUmd,  and  landed  at  Ejwioiith,  have  .been  truly  ama^i- 
itig.    Our  fannf^g  hcirkors  a^d  frethoktera  above  aUuded  to, 
in  this  pariihr  £i^Q  bf^gaa  nnd  xarried  on  the  improveme;Dts 
u:   neir  fevec»l  poffefiiojas,  iwith  equalfpirit  ^d  fuccefs*  Thpf 
i  en  :*»icov;ercyl  the  idefficacy  and-improprietj  of  their  fooaer 
mode  of  jqroppi^gt  and  r4iQqt|ifti«d  it  unaf^imouQj;  and*  in 
place  dbcreof.  adapted  n  qoke  new  and  dj^e^ot  fjAem.  lliey 
begin  it  by  £aUowiog  iu>d  daaning  all ,  their  old  infield^  and 
then  fiywiog  upon  it  barlry  or  4W3«  and  «ed  J9if^  white  clovq[, 
with  a  fmaU  miyitoi-e  of  rye^gnis  s  iiome  of  them  did,  an4  Ok 
thers  did  not  ky  their  mn^ck  upon  that  fallow  r  becanle  oU 
infield,  even   vhon  it  appears  to  be  worn  out  and  wafted  by 
com  cffop9«  TviU  produce  Iwnriant  crops  of 'dover  and.xyo-i 
grab,  WfUiOut  manure ;  and  ((^  it  happened  with  thofe  im- 
provers.   They  did  not  even  bedyw  any  liooie  upon  that  oU 
in&eid  &Uow«  as  lime  has  been  found  to  h«ve  little  effeft  up- 
on old  infieU  \  and  it  only  di&overs  its  powers  upon  frelh 
lasd.    And  having  thtta  difpofed  of  their  infield,  by  laying 

Ga  it 

« 

Wfiny  bUck  cattU,  and  fhcep,  was  the  poor  prafs  upon  the  two-thirds  of  out- 
fieU  kjr,  and  Che  OKadow  Snd  marih j  fpots  in  the  farm  in  the  fummer  and  atu 
toaa,  tad  dry  ftraw  id  winter  and  fpring.  The  poor  condition  in  which  thefe 
^aiiBali  appeared,  in  the  months  of  March  and  April  every  year,  demonftrated 
^  tcardty  and  poor  quality  of  their  fqpd.    Thejr  we^  Cmall,  kan,  and  Vcr^ 
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it  off  in  grafs,  partly  for  haj,  and  pardy  for  paftoragt ,  which 
afforded  them  plenty  of  meat  for  their  borfiet  employed  ia  driir- 
ing  lime,  and  carrying  on  their  improvementa  in  the  next,  and 
other  years,  they  then  applied  their  whole  ftreagtb  for  ma* 
nuring  their  outfieU,  at  the  rate  of  40  to  50  boUs  of  lime- 
Ihells  *  to  the  Englifli  acre,  which,  after  being  fidlowed,  and 
fo  limed,  produced  three  good  crops,  viz.  oata,  barley,  oats  ; 
or,  oats,  peafe,  barley.    They  then  faHowed,  add^  hiying  ali- 
'  their  mnck  upon  the  fallow  well  pulverized,  they  formed  it 
into  drills,  and  fowed  turnips  on  the  drills,  which  were  eaten 
by  their  iheep  in  the  winter,  and  then  ploughed  and  lowed  it 
up  with  grafs-feeds,  in  the  fame  manner  aa-  the  infield  ;  and 
fo  they  went  on  with  the  xfA  of  the  outfield,  and  by  the  end 
of  10  or  t%  yeata,  their  farma  were  all  thus  impmir^  and 
were  all  managed  and  crept  thereafter  as  laiddj^  and  in  the 
following  manner,  viz.  They  comfuonly  fUowed  their  ibw|i 
up  grafs  ground  to  resiaia  in  graia  for  k|t  leaft  3  yeata,  -ibme 
4  or  5,  and  haying  and  paftaiing  it  alternately ^  and  nfteribw- 
"ing  it  out  for  corii^crop^,  they  look  only  three  crops  from  the 
iricheft  and  beft  parts  of  the  fiirma ;  thefe  were  oau,  badey^ 
oats ;  or,  oats,  p^fe,  wheat,  if  the  land  had  any  tolerable  mix- 
ture of  good  clay  iii  it$  and  they  then  fallowed  it,  fowed  up 
the  turnip^land  with  barley,  oats,  and  grafs-feeds,  aa  b^ore. 
In  their  taiddling  foil,  they  took  only  two  crops  of  com,  oats 
and  barley,  and  ther^ter  fallow,  turnip,  barley  and  grafii- 
iTeeds ;  arid  in  the  weakeft  and  lighteft  of  their  foil,  th^  only 
took  one  crop  of  oats,  and  then  £sllow,  turnip,  barley,  and 
grafs-feeds ;  and  in  this  fecond  courfe  they  alfo  gave  it  ano- 
ther liming  of  15  to  30  bolls  lime»ihells  the  acre,  and  com* 
znonly  with  the  fecond  crop  of  the  ftrongeft  and  middling  £bils  \ 

an^ 

^  *  Our  boll  of  lime  is  4  bufhels  or  half  a  quarter.  The  price  of  what  is  im. 
ported  at  Eyemouth,  is  x  s.  ad.  the  boU ;  and  that'  brought  iVqm  beyond  Ber- 
wick is  ad.,  bcfides  the  carriage. 
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fed  their  whole  dung  and  falzie  was  always  beftowed  oo  the 
nrnip  £dlow. 

Their  chief  objeft  is  to  have  the  lands  laid  down  into  graCi 
!si  good  heart,  and  it  will  improve  every  year,  if  paftured  with 
Ifteep;  and  after  a  farm  is  improved,  in  manner 'above  writ* 
tea,  oar  farmers  have  never  le(s  than  half  of  it  in  graCi,  and 
fomeof  them  two-thirds;  becanfe  they  -find  that  foch  rich 
gnis  fields  bring  them  as  much  profit  as  their  corn  fields  do^^ 
If  fb,  die  lands  muft  be  in  the  higheft  conditiottt  and  may  be 
kept  fo  by  prudent  management,  at  no  confiderable  expenfe. 
It  is  by  too  many  corn  crops,  and  too  frequent  crops  of  bay, 
that  hods  are  deteriorated,  to  prevent  which  Oioold  be  the 
chief  attention  of  landlords  and  their  managers.  No^fenfible 
faoneft  fitfmcr  will  ever  attempt  to  injure  or  run  out  his  faun 
by  fciAirging  crops,  towards  the  end  of  bis  tack ;  and  no  ca- 
pridons  fool  will  ever  find  fuch  diflioneft  means  profitable. 
By  departing  from  the  old,  and  adoptbg  this  new  ij&tm  of 
mamgeoMttt^  our  fiirmers  have  reaped  profits  equal  to  their 
/cxpcftatieot ;  their  com  fields  have  been  far  more  produdive, 
sad  their  ftockiog  of  all  kinds  briag  them  more  than  triple 
the  priees  thqr  were  Ibid  at,  before  their  farms  were  fo  im*> 
proved.  Of  late  years,  they  have  fold  their  hogs  at  or  above 
20  s.  a*bead;  their  two-years  old  from  35  s.  to  30  s.;  and 
tbdr  rider  Aeep  between  30  s*  and  40  s.,  and  fome  at  higher 
piices.  No  pains  nor  ezpenfies  have  been  fpared  to  procure 
the  breed  both  of  black  cattle  and  fiieep  fiiteft  for  their  feve^ 
ral  paflores*  In  fmall  farms,  where  there  are  no  flieep,  the 
reaants  let  their  turnip  crops  from  a^l.  to  4  L  the  acre.  The 
tnmip  beloogiiq:  to  the  greater  farmers  are  eaten  by  their 
own  flieep.  Our  beft  landlords  have  no  feruple  to  let  their 
/atas  to  good  farmers  for  25  to  31  years,  where  the  farms 
tie  not  improved ;  and  indeed  no  tenant  will  take  a  leafe  of 
aay  fliortcr  dnntion^  where  he  has.the  farm  to  improve  at  his 

own 
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own  es^nfe*  Many  of  the  landlords  allow  the  incoming  te. 
nants  a  confiderahle  dedudion  from  the  jearlj  rent»  for  buj. 
iog  lime  for  aiiilUng  them  in  their  improvement*. 

MmmfpBuru* — We  have  few  manufa&ares  in  this  pariili, 
owing  to  our  diftaace  from  ^oiUeriea*  But  although  our  coals 
are  dearer,  our  grain  is  cheaper  bj  x8  d.  or  a  s«  a  boll,  thus 
it  is  abdut  Glafgow  and  Pai^ej.  Our  fupemumerarj  joung 
anen  go  P^rtlj  to  England,  and  partlj  to  Edinburgh,  aad  o« 
ther  populous  towns  in  Scotland,  in  ^uell  of  employment. 
Very  few  of  them  reliih  either  the  failor  or  foldier^s  way  of 
life*  Our  young  women  are,  for  the  moft  part,  employed  ia 
iptnnilig/of  which  they  make  very  fmall  wages,  not  es^«^d- 
Jag  2  s.  a-week.  It  is  faid  that  fundry  manufa&urers  in  £. 
dinburgb»  and  other  places,  have  of  late  years  fent  them  quao- 
ticies  of  lint  to  fpin  liere,  which  they  return  in  yam  ^  and  that 
this  employment  increaies  tstx^  year.     Our  handicraftimen 

and 

*  The  yearly  gains  or  wages  of  a  finglc  hind  in  this  parifh,  are  xo  boUs  oat^, 
2  bolls  barley,  i  boll  peafe,  a  koofe  and  a  fmiill  kail  yatd,  a  cow*s  faeat,  land 
for  Towing  a  SrloC  of  potatoes,  tbe  cairiagc  of  3  or  4  cam  CMilt,  fiom  aos.  to 
30a.  fsr  fheep-nMBey*  tbeir  viftuals  whfle  working  at  hay,  or  im  barycft ;  hU 
vt'dt  ceajps  ia  hanreft  for  the  houle,  and  Ihe  and  her  bairns,  that  can  work,  get 
from  3d.  to  6 d.  a^ay,  for  weeding  turnips  and  potatoes,  and  for  gathering  and 
carrying  off  ftones  from  the  fown  grafs  grounds.  The  ktnien  or  thfcflteas  tf  tsni, 
get  the  S5th  boll  in  name  of  wtgea;  fime  temeragrre  than  a  bottle  of  (mail, 
-beer  at  a  certain  hour  of  the  day,  which  is  very  oecefiazjr*  and  it  onlivem  them 
nmch.  A  ploughman  or  carter  who  lives  in  the  farmer's  boufe,  gets  from  6  i. 
to  7I.  yearly  :  a  day-labourer  gets  lod.  in  winter,  and  is.  the  reft  of  the  year, 
winter  being  reckoned  at  4  months:  mafons  atid  wrights  from  itfd.  to  aod  a- 
«!ay  :  the  other  tradefmen  are  commonly  ptid  for  piece  ^votk :  o  ataid  (ocvant 
fots  from  3L  to  4!.  s^year*  Aii  thcie  wages,  except  the  hinds  and  herds,  who 
are  paid  in  kiad,  have  been  raifed  ooe-third  part,  at  leaft,  within  thefe  laft  4a 
yean.  £ven  the  hind's  and  herd's  are  increafed,  by  the  diffextncc  of  their  cow's 
meat  and  the  (owing  of  potatoes ;  fome  of  them  are  alfewed  to  fow  a  peck  or  a 
half  of  lintfeed,  and  ctcry  faitlifiil  farvaiit  rw— inn|y  |Cttfca»  adriitiaaal  fia* 
fificiuiaQi  fiwn  their  maftcn  sad  viftrcffes. 
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oi  laboarers  teem  Co  depend  upon  the  fanners  for  their  fab^ 
iience,  as  they  are  principalljr  employed  by  them.  There 
ire,  however,  about  ^6  mafter  weavers  in  the  parifh,  who, 
^des  what  they  weave  for  the  inhabitantSy  manufaftare  a  ' 
jood  deal  of  linen  and  woollen  cloths  for  fale.  They  are  ge-  • 
nenlly  io  eafy  circumftances,  and  fome  of  them  are  becoming 
rich  in  that  line  of  Kfe. 

Profejl&ni,  Manners^  gtc. — ^There  are  feveral  fliopkeepers 

in  the  town  of  Coldingham,  bat  none  of  them  deal  exten- 

Svely.    No*  writers  or  attorneys  of  influence  ;  nor  is  thero  ' 

one  (ingle  juftice  of  peace  refident  in  this  large  pariih.     No  ' 

P:ipifts,  Epifcopals,  or  Unitarians*     The  eftabliihed  Prefby- 

teriaa  religion  is  the  only  manner  of  worfhtp  attended  to  and 

ptofefled  here  ;  there  are,  however,  a  few  feceders,  who  at« 

tend  the  Bargher  and  Antiburgher  meetings  at  Ayton.  They 

tax  themfelves  with  a  proportion  of  the  expenfe  of  building 

the  meetiog-bonfes,  and  the  preacher's  ftipend.     Thus  they 

ficrifice  their  money,  as  toll-dues,  for  the  fafeft  or  fureft  paf- 

fage  to  the  regions  of  complete  happinefs  in  a  future  flate. 

The  generality  of  the  people  in  this  parifh  are  fober,  frugal, 

and  iadaftrioas,  plain  and  decent  in  their  drefs  and  deport- 

inent,  and  very  few  of  them  difcover  any  defire  for  Bneries, 

<^r  ezpenfive  amuftments.     The  only  extravagance  they  are 

^3ty  of  is  their  breakfafting  upon  tea,  in  place  of  pottage, 

the  conftant  morning  diet  of  their  more  athletic  anceftors, 

vhich  debilitates  them ;  {here  I  do  not  include  the  princi- 

pl  families)  and  the  immoderate  ufe  of  whilky,  which  too 

nany  of  the  lower  clals  are  guilty  of,  which  deftroys  them. 

Thii  IS  owing  to  the  cheapnefs  of  thefe  two  fuperfluous  and 

P^micioas  articles,  which  appear  to  be  obje£ts   more  fit  for 

ttxation  than  coals,  candles,  leather  and  foap,  which  are  as 

iCGcfiazy  ia  the  poorcft  baoilM,  as  their  meal  and  milk* 

Exports, 
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E^^f^irts^  Scc.««The  qoantities  of.  gtmtOt  pnttcoUrty  oat^ 
wbA  bailey,  for  we  do  not  grow  much  wheat  or  peaficy  a^ 
well  as  the  nnnabers  of  Uack  cattle  and  fiiecp,  fold  fnun  thu 
pariib,  at  Eyemouih,  Berwicki  and  to  mealmakers,  c^mmmnhmi 
mmt^  ara  veiy  confideiaUe,  bat  cannot  be  afccftained  witli 
anj  dq^ree  of  earaancCi ;  and  it  is  impoffibk  to  know  th^ 
nnmber  of  qnadrapeds,  without  a  fpecial  fonrej.  Ail  roots 
«id  vq^etables  neoeffary  for  the  kitchen  are  raifed  in  grea^ 
identy  in  this  partflt}  and  we  Cell  n  great  flure  of  our  pota^ 
toes:  but  there  ib  neither  hemp  nor  lint  railed  here,  except  by 
Ibme  individuals^  who  raile  a  litde  of  the  latter  for  their  fa^ 
■lily  purpofeSi  and  their  fenrants  for  theirs  \  and  all  our  grain 
is  commonly  got  into  the  barn-yards  by  Michaelmas  O.  S. 
except  in  cold*  wet  feafoos,  fuch  as  the  laft,  and  alfo  except- 
ing the  farms  adjoining  the  common  moor:  there  the  corns  are 
three  or  four  weeks  later  in  ripening  than  tboie  in  the  warm* 
er  and  more  fertile  fields* 

Difmdvimiages* — ^The  gi^ateft  difadvantage  peculiar  in  this 
pariflit  is  the  diftance  and  dearth  of  fucL    Since  the  ciiyi* 
fion  of  the  common  moor,  our  chief  fuel  is  coals,  which  we 
bring  in  carts  from  the  collieries  in  Northumberland,  at  the^ 
diftance  of  14  miles  from  the  centre  of  this  parifli.    The  Au- 
thor of  Nature^  who  always  afts  for  good  and  wife  purpofes, 
for  the  general  good  of  the  whole  creation,  hath  denied  the  be- 
nefit of  coal-mines  to  every  part  of  the  county  of  Berwick;  at! 
leaft  none  fuch  have  as  yet  been  difcovered.  The  legiflatnre,  in 
fiipplement  and  addition  to  our  want  of  diat  neceflary  article^ 
did,  in  Queen  Anne's  days,  faddle  all  water-borne  coals  that 
fhould  be  landed  at  Eyemouth,  our  only  fea-port,  with  a 
duty  of  3  s.  8  d.  the  ton,  and  at  Ame  time  exempted  Dunbar, 
North  Berwick,  and  all  the  other  ports  in  the  Frith  of  Forth 
from  payment  of  any  duty  for  coals.    How  fiir  that  law  can 
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te  rfcbnciled  with  equity  and  jufticcy  which  aire^  of  oii^ht  to*. 
W  the  foundation  of  all  lawsj  cannot  be  eafily  conceived. 

Bilrds  af  Pi{ffagei  Sta^Fokv/i  *tc. — Hrer^  are  only  two 
^irds  of  paflage,  the  woodcock  and  the  dotterel*  eter  ft^eri 
iteret  ^he  firft  frequents  the  woods,  and  are  few  in  number  | 
thefecond  appear  in  vaft  nnmbers  on  the  heights.  They 
both  arrive  in  the  fpring,  and  are  feldom  feeA  here  after  the 
month  of  June.  There  h  alfo  a  prodigious  number  of  fea- 
fowls»  known  by  the  names  of  fcouts  and  Icitty wakes,  with  a 
mistare  of  feaJguUs,  that  arrive  in  the  fpting  yearly,  upon 
the  high  and  inacceffible  rocks  ou  the  fouth  fide  of  St.  Abb*£( 
Head.  They  breed  incredible  numbers  of  young  ;  and  about 
the  cad  of  May,  when  the  young  are  faid  to  be  ripe,  but  be« 
fore  Uiey  can  fly,  the  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood  find 
cxccUcDi  fp€ftt  by  going  oat  iu  boats,  and  (booting  great  num* 
ben  jaf  them  }  when  they  are  killed  or  womided,  they  fall 
^oin  the  iwks  into  the  fea,  and  the  rowers  haul  them  into 
tlicir  boats*  Their  eggs  are  pretty  good,  but  their  flefli  is  vc- 
7  ba^9  yef  the  poor  people  eat  th^m^  They  leave  the  rocksf 
^ttt  harvefl  ^  and  none  of  them  are  ever  feen  herfe  before  tho 
»wt  fpring.    Where  they  go  to  in  Winter,-  n6body  knows. 

Antiquitiij^ — There  ate  the  remains  of  ^  church,  or  chapel 
0*  ufe,  on  the  heights  of  St.  Abb^s  Head.  Part  of  the  fide-^ 
*a!!s  are  lill  (landing  upright  *. 

Vol.  Xir.  K  Faft 


*  It  is  (aid  that  tlus  p/omontory  got  ib  name  irHtti  Lad^  £bVa,  who  was 
^^^ttt  o!9at  of  xh/t  kings  of  Noxthuinberlafid,  in  tke  time  of  the  heptarchy  r 
*^  a  videat  war  htving  happened  to  her  father*f  dominions,  in  which  hf  wa« 
^«<<  fte  hnd  it  adviiabfe  to  take  refuge  in  Scotldiid ;  and  that  according- 
*T  <be,  flccofl^oied  bj  fomejfriends  and  domeftlcsV  weat  to  fea  io  a  fmall  vc/« 
^  toaad  ioT  foae  pon  in  the  Ft ith  of  Jorth  ;  but  a  contrary  windr  havin j|; 

Ipnalal. 
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Ftft  Caflle  is  iitoated  on  the  banks  of  the  fea,  on  the  N.  W. 
corner  of  this  pariih*  It  is  now  in  complete  ruins.  It  muft, 
from  the  fteepnefs  of  the  rocks  on  which  it  flood,  have  been 
inacceffible  on  aU  parts,  except  bj  a  narrcw  neck,  or  entry  from 
the  land,  of  a  few  feet  in  breadth.  At  the  date  of  Cowry's 
confpiracy,  it  belonged  to  Logan  of  Reflalrigg.  Every  IxmIj 
knows  his  fate,  or  rather  that  of  his  family.  Several  years  af- 
ter he  was  in  his  grave,  he  was  tried  and  condemned,  and  his 
whole  eflates  were  forfeited,  and  beftowcd  upon  the  then  £arl 
of  Dunbar,  for  his  being  engaged  in  that  confpiracy :  A  fil* 
ly  body  of  the  name  of  Sprot,  a  notary  in  Eyemouth,  pro- 
duced fome  treafonable  letters  that  pafied  between  Go  wry  and 
Logan  ;  and  he  was  rewarded  by  being  hanged  at  Edinburgh 
crofs.  There  was  a  fortalice,  or  family  caftle  at  Renton,  an* 
other  at  Houndwood,  one  at  Weft  Preftont  and  one  at  Eaft 
Ftefton,  in  which  the  proprietors  of  thefe  eflates  refided*  They 
have  been  all  demoliihed,  iince  the  commencement  of  this  cen- 
tury, and  the  ftones  and  materials  applied  to^  other  purpofes. 

The 

lining,  tTiey  could  not  weather  the  Heid,  but  landed  in  fome  part  near  it,  pro- 
bably at  Coldingham  fands ;  and  being  hofpitablj  received  by  the  bifliop  oi 
prior  of  G>ldinghaai,  (he  was  foon  appointed  Abbels,  or  fome  fuch  dignified 
rank  in  that  church,  and,  from  a  principle  of  gratitude,  built  that  chapel  at 
her  own  ezpcnfe,  after  which  the  promontory  was  known  by  the  name  of  St. 
Abb's  head.  These  is  alio  a  tradition,  and  it  even  appears  in  (bme  part  of  the 
hiftory  of  thefe  times,^  (which  by  the  by  the  writer  hereof  never  read),  that  upon 
an  invafion  of  the  Danes,  this  Lady  £bba,  or  fome  of  the  fuccceding  Abbefies, 
and  her  or  their  nuns  of  Coldingham,  cut  ofi*  their  nofes,  for  preventing  tKeir 
being  violated  by  thefe  terrible  foes.  And  by  way  of  contrail  to  that  very 
lingular  mode  of  prefcrving  their  chaftity,it  is  fai4  that  the  Pope,  in  fome  oPhis 
charters  to  tUs  Convent,  indulged  the  Monks  with  the  ufe  of  fome  females  at 
certain  periods,  o^  pnrgandU  rtnis ;  and  that  fome  of  thefe  charters  are  pre- 
ferved  in  the  cathedral  of  Durham  to  this  day.  And  it  hasbetn  always  current- 
ly reported  and  believed  here,  that  all  the  principal  writings  and  archives  of 
(his  priory  were  carried  off  and  dcpofited  at  Durham^  ibme  time  before  the  Rje« 
ft>imation^  and  alfo  fome  of  their  hirgcit  bells. 
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The  011I7  camp  that  now  appears  to  have  been  In  this  pa« 
rifli,  is  that  upon  the  height  called  Warlaw,  on  the  weftward 
of  A.uchencraw.  It  is  of  ao  oval  form,  and  contains  5  or  £ 
acres  of  very  poor  moor  landj  but  hifiorj  and  tradition  are  fi« 
lent  about  it« 

Jt«aify  &£•<— Previous  to  the  year  t^J^^%  the  roads  in  this 
county  were  repaired  by  the  fiatute-work  in  kind,  but  which 
was  much  neglededi  and  what  part  thereof  that  was  performed^ 
was  always  done  in  the  mod  (iovenly  and  injudicious  manner. 
By  that  time  Ceveral  inclofure?  were  made  by  our  impro!rers, 
open  the  fides  of  the  highways*  Neceffity  is  the  ftrongeft 
prompter;  and  the  gentlemen  being  fenfible  of  the  continual 
trefpafles  that  muft  happen  to  their  fences,  uolefs  the  roads 
were  made  paflable,  they  applied  for,  and  obtained  an  aA  of 
paiiiailDent  for  making  turnpike  roads,  and  for  converting  the 
ftatute-labour  into  money.  No  turnpikes  were  ever  erefied 
in  confcquence  of  that  law,  in  this  pariih ;  but  the  ftatute- 
work,  fo  converted,  was  rigoroufly  exa&ed,  and  applied  un* 
der  the  diredion  of  the  diftrift  meetings.  The  amount  of 
thefe  converfions  in  this  pariih,  fince  1772,  may  be  about 
3C00 1.  Sterling.  The  great  poft-road  leading  acrofs  the  com« 
moD  moor,  naturally  rough,  wet,  and  deep,  fwallowed  up  a 
great  part  of  thefe  converfions  for  mai^y  years,  and  a  new  fe- 
parate  turnpike  ad  was  thought  neceflary,  for  completing 
and  upholding  the  repairs  of  that  great  road  from  D^nglals• 
bridge  to  Berwick  bounds,  which  was  accordingly  obtained  ; 
and  at  (ame  time  a  fine  new  bridge  was  built  over  the  Peafe 
water,  and  tliat  whole  great  pod-road  is  now  completely  re- 
paired. Hence  this  part  of  the  pod-road,  through  Berwick- 
Oitre,  which  was  formerly  the  word  and  mod  dangerous  part 
of  if,  between  Edinburgh  and  London,  is  now  in  perfed 
£ood  repair ;  and  the  increafe  of  travellerS|  efpccially  in  car« 

H  a  riagea^ 
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riages.  fitr  exceeds  «U  espedatipn  ;  and  oar  ftatute  con^er^ 
fions,  which  exceed  140  1.  Strrling  jearljy  vrill,  it  is  believed* 
be  fufiicient  for  rormiog  and  fopporting  all  the  other  roads  in 
good  condittoii,  under  proper  management^  which  hitherto 
feems  to  have  be<;n  exccpcioa»bIc« 

The  gi-eated  part  of  the  lands  in  this  parifh  have  been  en- 
clofed  within  thefe  lad  thirty  years,  (if  we  except  the  com- 
mon moor),  genetallj  by  ditch 'and  hedge*  and  fome  with 
ftone^fences  ;  and  there  is  little  doubt  of  the  whole  being  en- 
clofed  in  a  few  years  henpe,  (with  the  abore  exception). 
Thorn  hedges  thtive  well  here,  fo  do  trees  of  all  forts  ;  but 
our  artificial  plantations  are  fev¥.  There  are  a  good  many  na- 
tural woods,  near  the  head  of  the  water  of  Eye.  They  coo- 
fift  cfaiirfly  of  eak,  haiel,  and  birch.  Some  parts  of  thefe  woodj 
are  let  to  tanners,  who  peel  anJ  carry  off  the  bark  of  the  oak 
trees,  and  fcU  the  timber  to  farmers.  The  brufiiwood  ao^ 
loppings  are  bought  for  fuel. 
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NUMBER  V. 
PARISH  OF  ABBAY  or  St.  BATHANS, 


(CouKTT  6t  Berwick,  Stkoo  of  PvIersc  axs  TzfiotdaItE, 
PicsBmar  of  Du&bc«) 


By  th$  Rev.  Mr.  Johk  Siud. 


Shucai0i^  Extent^  Sml^  CUmati,  ifc, 

n^HE  fflDallnefs  of  this  pariih,  and  its  retired  litaatioii»  af- 
^  ford  but  little  (cope  for  (latiilical  inveftlgation ;  being 
fituated  in  that  mountainous  part  of  Berwickfliire  which 
ftretches  into  the  middle  of  the  Limmermoor  billsy  where  the 
foil  in  general  is  barren,  and  the  country  but  thinlj  inhabit- 
cd.  lu  focm  is  irregular ;  its  greateft  extent  from  £•  to  W. 
is  about  6  or  7  miles  in  length,  and  in  fome  places  it3  breadth 
from  S.  to  N.  about  3  tniles.  The  parifh  in  general  is  hillj, 
fjtdxtr  part  of  which  is  covered  with  heath.  On  the  fide  of 
tbe  water  of  Whitadder,  and  the  fmall  rivulets  which  run  in- 
fo if,  there  are,  in  many  places,  confiderable  tracks  of  low 
Ivmj  grounds  which  arc  naturally  fertile,  and  which,  when 
jropcrly  cultivated,  are  capable  of  producing  all  kinds  of 

grain, 
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graioi  wheat  not  excepted.  Befides  the  haugh  lands,  tfaero 
are,  in  many  of  the  higher  parts  of  the  parifh,  conGderable 
quantities  of  the  land  in  tillage,  the  greater  part  of  which 
has  been  improved  by  lime  brought  from  £aft  Lothian  ;  and, 
in  favourable  feafons,  the  farmer  commonly  finds  a  very  good 
return.  The  foil  is  light  and  dry.  Though,  from  the  ele- 
vated fituation  of  the  parifh,  the  climate  is  cold,  yet  it  is  in 
general  healthy,  and  few  difeafes  prevail  among  the  inhabit 
tants. 

River. — The  oidy  river  in  the  pari(h  is  Whitadder,  which 
is  here  a  coniiderable  dream,  being  about  15  miles  from  ita 
fo'urce,  and  having  received,  in  its  courfe,  the  river  Dye,  the 
rivulet  Monnynuk,  and  numberlefs  other  fmaller  ones.  It 
abounds  with  plenty, of  trouts,  and  aflfords  excellent  fport  to 
the  angler.  Salmon  and  fea-trout  are  fometimes  found  in  it 
in  fummer,  though  feldom  in  great  quantities.  Prodigious 
numbers  of  them  come  up  during  the  prohibited  months  for 
fiihing,  and  lodge  their  fpawn  in  the  channel  of  the  river. 
There  is  but  too  much  reafon  to  regret,  that  the  inhabitants 
deftrpy  them  at  that  time,  as  it  tends  both  to  injure  their  own 
health,  by  making  ufe  of  the  fifli  in  the  weak  and  unhealthy 
Aate  in  which  they  then  are,  and  is  9>  great  prejudice  to  the 
falmon-fiQiing  in  the  river  Tweed. 

Population, — According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report,  the  num- 
ber of  fouls  then,  was  80.  There  are  at  prefent  164  inha- 
bitants in  the  pariih,  of  whom  85  are  males,  and  79  females  ; 
all  of  whom,  except  a  few  mechanics,  are  employed  in  pur- 
pofes  of  hulbandry,  either  as  day-labourers,  hired  fervants  to 
farmers,  or  ihepherds.  They  are  in  general  fober,  frugal, 
and  induLtrious,  and  are  contented  with  their  fituation.   When 

the 
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die  prefent  incambent  was  fettled  here  in  1^759  'the  number 
of  inhabitants  was  145. 

AgncylhiTi^F'^^thDUj^^  like  other  parts  of  Lammermoor,  the 
lands  are  in  general  more  adapted  to  the  breeding  of  cattle 
and  (beep  than  the  raifing  of  corn,  jet,  on  all  the  different 
&rms  there  are  confiderable  parts  of  the  ground  under  culti- 
Tation ;  and  on  fome  of  them  different  kinds  of  grain,  partt« 
colarlj  earlj  oats  are  produced,  little  inferior  in  qualitj  to 
thofe  that  are  raifed  in  the  lower  parts  of  Berwicklbire.   The 
chief  objefiy  however,  that  the  (kilful  farmer  has  in  view  in 
making  nfe  of  the  plough  in  this  part  of  the  country,  is  not 
fo  mttch  the  immediate  return  from  the  corn  he  raifes,  as  the 
meliorating  the  pefture  for  his  cattle  and  iheep,  by  fowing  his 
fields  with  artificial  grafs  feeds,  particularly  rye-grafs  and 
white  clover,  which  thrive  well  on  ail  the  dry  grounds  that 
have  been  improved  with  lime.     Thofe  who  have  followed 
tbb  method,  have  not  only  been  abb  to  keep  a  much  greater 
quantity,  but  have  alfo,  by  this  means,  an  opportunity  of 
greatly  improving  the  breed  bothof  their  cattle  and  flieep.  Tur- 
nips are  alio  raifed  on  moft  of  the  farms  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, though  in  much  fmaller  quantities  than  might  be  ex- 
pedcd,  as  the  foil  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of 
that  niefnl  plant  ^ 

Heritors,  Stipend,  Sec. — There  are  6  heritors  in  this  parifh, 
none  of  Whom,  excepting  one  of  fmall  property,  are  refident. 

The 

*  Priet  of  X«4Mrr.<i— The  wages  of  male  fcrvants  who  get  their  board  to  the 
boofe,  are  from  7 1.  to  1 1,  a^year ;  of  female  fervants,  from  3L  to  4L  Servants 
who  hare  families  and  keep  a  houfe,  are  paid  in  grain,  have  a  cow  grased.  and 
other  perquifites,  which  may  altogether  amount  to  between  14!.  and  15  L  The 
wages  of  day^Ubomers  are  about  is.  in  winter,  and  aboTe  it  in  fummer  ^  but  ta 
hay  timt  aad  harveil,  th^  hare  cgnfidcnfcly  more. 
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The  rcstal  of  tbc  purifli  is  thout  6oal«  a-]r«ar«  Tbt  Growmi 
is  patron  of  the  church.  The  i^lue  of  the  living,  ezi:lBfive  of 
the  manfe  and  glebe  of  14  acres,  is  about  521.  m-jcar.  Tl^ 
church  is  a  very  ancient  buildiagi  it  «ra«  fetmerly  lirgt»  nca- 
furiog  j8  feet  by  26,  but  a  part  of  the  wall  was  faite|y  tnkiok 
down  by  the  defire  of  the  heritors^  and  the  fixe  of  the  tfluifdi 
•  greatly  ccntraftvd  ;  it  is  i)ill  fufficieatly  large  to  aceooiaaodaxe 
the  inhabitants  of  the  pariih. 

Antiquities. ^"Btivfttxi  the  church  and  the  waler  of  Whit- 
adder,  are  the  remains  ot  an  ancient  nunikerj;  it  is  ahnofl  to* 
.tally  demoliiiied,  the  ftones  having  been  carried  awajr  for 
other  purpofcs;  from  the  vtftigeSy  however,  which  ac«  ftill 
to  be  feen,  the  building  feeaia  to  have  beea  of  cottfiderable 
ez^nt*  From  any  materials  that  I  have  been  dile  to  coUcfi, 
this  nunnery,  of  Abbay  of  St.  Bathau's,  leema  to  have  been 
founded  by  one  of  the  Couotefles  of  March,  duriag  the  reign 
of  King  William  the  Lyon,  who  fuoceeded  to  the  Crown  of 
Scotland  in  ii6s^  and  reigned  49  years  ;  fo  tKac  it  muft  have 
happeoed  between  1165  and  13x4.  In  lapfi,  Ada,  Countefi 
of  March,  fwore  fidelity  for  this  nunncty  to  £dward  I.  King 
of  England,  who  had  then  fubdued  great  part  of  Scotland  i 
and  in  return^  dire&cd  a  writ  to  the  ibef  iff  of  Berwick  to  re- 
fiore  to  the  nunnery  all  its  lands  and  tenements.  It  was  a 
cell  of  South  Berwick,  and  the  nuns  were  of  the  order  of 
Bemardines  or  Ciflertians.  This  religious  order  had  been 
begun  by  Robert,  Abbot  ot  Mtlefme,  in  the  diocefe  of  Lon- 
gres  in  France,  in  IC98 — were  called  Monacbi  Abbf,  White 
Monks^  from  their  wearing  white  robes,  esctpt  a  black  coul 
or  fcopular— were  called  Bemardines  from  Bernard,  the  grea: 
pVopagator  of  the  order,  who  founded  160  monafteries^  di- 
vided into  36  provinces,  whereof  Scotland  was  ^th,  and  had 
13  monaileries«— were  called  Ctftertiaas^  from  their  chief  houfe 

•  %    -  t  •         sad 
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^d  nidiiiin'eriei  ih  Gllleftiuth  in  France.  There  is  in  the 
Wall,  dfcftr  the  iUar-plac'e  itl  tUe  church,  a  font  flfbne  with  a 
lead  pipe  in  the  botto  n,  find  from  fprings  in  the  braes  to  th^ 
fbatbv  the  phorch  and  buildings  adjoining  had  been  fupplied 
with  wat^  bf  means  of  lead  pipes,  part  of  vi/^hich  hive  beea 
feen  by  people  thiereabout,  after  being  dug  up  about  4(3  year^ 
ago.  To  the  fotttfi,  and  roiiiid  tlie  thurch  and  liiinnerj,  were 
gardens,  ndw  arable  land«  and  on  that  account  were  calleii 
the  Precind  Yards,  and  round  the  whole  Had  been  a  walk  of 
3  tire  of  (tones,  which  have  alfo  beeii  feen  by  thofe  who 
raited  part  of  them.  After  obferving  that  the  niinnery  lies 
upon  the  fonth  fide  of  the  wat^r  of  Whitadder,  it  may  b^ 
added,  that  there  are  pleftfant  hauglis  adjoining,  (heltered 
from  the  north,  by  Shannabank  wood  of  natiiral  oak,  on  a 
fteep  brae,  fifing  to  a  great  height,  and  forihing  at  top  a  fe« 
aicircle,  and  frbm  the  eafli  by  Blackerftone  braes  imd  natu.* 
ral  Wood  thtrt.  On  the  fouth  of  thefe  haUghs,  and  it  SI  fmall 
diftaace  from  the  nutlnety,  iflues  a  fprtng  trailed  St  Bathan's 
well,  that  neither  fogs  nor  freezes,  and  prevents  a  dairi^lead 
from  Whitadder  fefving  a  corn-mill  below,  being  locked  up 
with  ice  in  winter.  About  a  quarter  6i  a  mile  from  iht  nun- 
nery, on  the  lame  fide  of  the  water,  lie  the  foundations  of  a 
fmall  chapel  and  yard  holding  that  name  i  but  there  are  no 
marks  of  people  having  buried  in  it :  about  a  mile  from  the 
nunnery,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Whitadder^  is  fituated  Trois 
Fontaines  (3  fprings  or  welb)  on  the  fide  of  Maiiegnut  Watei^ 
which  eitipt*es  into  the  Whitadder  here,  where  the  remains 
of  a  chapel  and  burying- ground  are  yet  eitant.  It  has  al- 
ways been  handed  down,  that  a  ftibterraneous  pafiage  went 
from  the  nonnety  of  St.  Bathan's,  below  the  water  of  Whit- 
iddcr,  to  this  chapel^  where  the  nuns  pafied  along  to  be  con* 
fef&d  by  the  clergy  from  Coldingham,  who  had  a  houfe  at 
God^a  croft  id  this  parifii,  and  at  a  little  diftance  ftom  the 
Vol.  XII.  I  tbajcL 
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chapeL  Troit  Fontaines  was  alfo  a  cell  of  South  Berwick  ; 
but  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  writings  relating  to  it«aad 
fo  can  give  no  further  account  of  it. 

T'rees^  GfinUf  &C — ^On  the  lands  of  Abbay  and  farms  ad« 
joining,  grow  naturally  the  oak»  the  mountain-a(h,  the  hazel, 
the  birch  tree,  befides  other  trees  ;  the  honey-fuckle,  the  a- 
ni£p,  the  rafp,  the  juniper,  the  brier,  and  bramble,  &c.  On 
the  lands  are  plenty  of  moorfowl,  partridge,  gray  plover, 
hares,  rabbits,  &c« 

Country  Scat. — ^I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  about  a  mile  eafl 
from  the  village  of  Abbay,  is  a  country  feat  of  the  £arl  of 
Wemyfs,  called  the  Retreat.  It  was  built  by  his  Lordflilp  about 
la  years  ago,  upon  his  eftate  of  Blackerftone,  and  though 
not  within  the  bounds  of  this  parilb,  deferves  to  be  taken  no* 
tice  of  in  the  ftatiftical  account  of  it,  as  it  tends  very  much 
to  beautify  this  part  of  the  country.  The  houfe  is  of  a  cir« 
cular  foroi,  and  built  after  a  new  and  fingular  plan :  as  the 
elegant  fimplicity  of  the  architeflure,  the  neatnefs  and  con- 
venicnce  of  the  different  apartments,  and  the  manner  in  whicli 
the  grounds  around  it  are  laid  out,  do  great  credit  to  the  tafle 
of  the  proprietor  \  fo  its  retired  fituation  on  the  banks  of  the 
Whitadder,  in  the  heart  of  a  mountainous  country,  together 
with  natural  wood,  and  the  extenfive  plantations  with  which 
it  is  furrounded,  render  it  a  truly  delightful  and  romantic  re- 
treat. 
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NUMBER    VI. 
PARISH  OF  SOUTHDEAN. 

(COUKTT  or  ROZBUROR,  StHOB  of  MeR$E  AKB  TlVXOTOALEt 
Pllfi&BTTXaT  OF  JedBUXPR.)         •  v 

By  ihe  Rev.  Mr.  Wu.LiAii  Scott. 


Nume^  Extent,  Surface,  Climate. 

CODTHDEAN,  the  name  of  the  pariQi,  is  evidently  dc- 
fcriptive  of  its  local  lituationi  and  the  former  ftate  of 
^^e  furrounding  coantrj,  as  it  is  probable  that  all  the  neigh- 
bonriiig  pariihes  were  anciently  one  continued  foreft.  The 
»teatof  the  pariih  is  about  12  miles  long»  ?nd  7  broad; 
this  proportion  continues  about  9  miles,  and  gradually  di- 
ifimiilies  into  a  narrow  fpace.  '{.here  are  different  kinds  of 
foil ;  gravel,  a  light  black  earth,  and  a  flroqg  clay,  in  the 
Wet  parts  ;  along  the  Jed,  it  is  gravel,  inclining  to  heath  ; 
from  thence,  to  the  afcent  of  the  hills,  it  is  light  ei^rtb,  and 
upon  their  declivity,  it  it  flrong  clay.  The  prefent  arable 
ground  is  very  inconfiderable,  as  great  part  of  the  pariih  is 

I  a  more 
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more  adapted  Co  iheep  pafiure.  The  few  hilb  mre  gteeo  asd 
drj.  The  air  is  mojSi  and  chilly ;  greatly  changes  in  difiercnt 
parts  of  the  parifli :  all  kinds  of  farm  work  can  be  carried  on 
in  the  lower  grounds,  when  it  rains,  or  even  a  fall  of  Ibow 
appears  in  the  heights*  It  is,  however,  a  healthy  pariib. 
There  are  at  prefen^  inhabitants  above  80  years  of  age.  The 
difeaiies  mod  common,  are  rheumatifms,  pains  in  the  flomnch 
and  bowels,  owing,  likely,  to  the  low  and  damp  fitmition  of 
dieir  houfes.  In  former  umes,  the  fmalKpoz  frequently  pre. 
vailed,  and  in  fome  feafons  almoft  depopulated  the  country. 
A|>ovt  1%  years  agOj  this  f^tal  difcafe  imaged  in  tb«  kwtr  parts 
of  Tiviotda^e,  which  determined  Lord  Douglas  to  hold  out 
the  advantages  of  inoculation  to  the  pooiref  fort  in  this  pa- 
rifli.  The  phyfician,  employed  by  his  Lord£bip,  ivas  fuc* 
cefsful.  Inoculation  is  now  become  almoil  otuverfally  the 
pra&ice. 

Po/ii/e7fioif.<i^According  to  Dr,  Wehfter's  report,  the  num* 
^r  of  fouls  then,  was  480.  Frcm  tradition,  as  Well  as  in» 
nunieraUe  yeftiges  and  ruins  of  boufes,  population  muft  have 
been  confid^rabk  about  a  century  ago,  and  from  general  opi. 
nion,  it  is  greatly  diminifhed.  In  a  late  meafuremept  ^f  the 
Foreft  efiate  in  this  pariih,  the  arable  land  is  computed  at 
4865  acres,  the  evident  traces  of  former  times ;  the  prefect 
arable  ground  is  limited  to  a  few  hundred  acres.  It  is  {aid, 
the  examination-roll  in  1724^  ainounted  to  upwards  of  i6co. 
An  accurate  lifi  of  the  inhabitants  was  taken  about  17  years 
ago,  and  fell  fliort  of  900.  This  decreafe  became  rapid,  from 
the  jun£lion  of  farms.  There  are  at  prefent  714  fouls  in  the 
parifli  :  above  ze  years  of  age  569.  The  number  of  deaths 
cannot  be  fo  well  afcertained,  and  the  marriages  ftill  lefs. 
The  annual  number  of  births  is  lo. 

Sbtipf 
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Sbiifk^  UvrjKh  ^^r^\  ba^s  long  been  the  iarcnets  gteauft 
ody  tQ  introduce  the  beft  kinds  of  ihecp.  In4ividaaU  bave 
ptuch  improved  (heir  flocks,  both  from  acquired  knowledge 
ind  iDfonntUoo,  iii^d  ^itb  more  certain  advantages,  bj  tbeir 
•va  experience^  obfervation,  and  dailj  pra&ice.  Moft  farm- 
m  keep  a  part  pf  their  ijieep  white.  Smearing,  however,  is 
fiill  geoerally  io  pra&ice  in  this  pari(h.  It  is  faid  to  increafe 
Ae  qnantitj  of  wool.  It  preferves  the  flieep  alfo  from  the  in* 
bcncf  of  raios,  froqn  (cab»  s^nd  vermin  of  every  fort.  There 
are  130  horfes  in  th^  pariib,  428  black  cattle,  and  it  19  be« 
licvcd  abpnt  27,000  (beep.  The  laid  wool  in  this  parifl),  fol^ 
hfi  year  from  i8s.  to  los.  the  fione,  and  the  white  wool  at 
iL  4s.  the  ftpne.     heven  or  eight  fleeces  go  to  a  ftone« 

Stifeud^  Scioolf  Poor,  &c.'^-Tbe  King  is  patron  of  the  old 
pBiifli  of  Abbotrule,  and  Lord  Douglas  of  Southdean.  The 
ftipeod  is  loa  L  is.  Sterling,  a  manfe  and  a  glebe ;  in  all 
sir^nnting  to  X{7 1.  Sterling  yei^rly*  The  church,  waf 
b^ilt  in  1690,  and  the  paanfe  in  1736,  both  in  extremely  bad 
onkr.  The  fcbool(na(ler  is  accommodated  with  a  boufe  an4 
garden.  The  falary  is  81.  1 4  s.  8  d.  Sterling.  This,  witl| 
the  fchool  wages,  and  various  emoluments,  makes  a  living  of 
20 1.  Sterling.  The  number  of  poor  is  about  la.  Their 
maintenance  an^ounts  to  561.  a- year,  arifing  from  aflErflments, 
Soodays  colledions,  and  the  mortdoth  dues. 

Cri^.«.Tbe  chief  crops  in  this  pari(h  are  oats  and  barley. 
Pelttoct  are  common.  The  culture  of  turnip  haft  been  at-; 
tempted  with  good  foccefs.  Part  of  the  annexed  lands  of  Ab- 
botrule is  well  adapted  to  tumip-huibandry.  Grounds  cover^ 
with  bcoomt  heath,  from  this  beneficial  pmAice,  produces  a. 

bundant 
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bondant  crops  of  clover  and  rye^grafiu    Valaed  cent  U  6387  ] 
j'S.  Scots  ;  teal  rent  maj  be  dated  at  3500 1.  Sterling*. 

'  Proprietorif  ^tenants,  gtc. — ^Thcrc  arc  4  proprietors,  %  con 
fttmtly  refide.     There  are  2a  greater,  and  19  fimaller  tenants 
56  {kepherds,  4  mafons,  7  wrightSi  1  blackfrniths, 
wearers. 


s,  5  taflors,  i 
kinds.     Peat^l 


Fuel. — ^The  faei  made  nfe  of  is  of  variotu  kinds, 
from  difierent  mofles,  condituted  formerlj  the  principal  fuel^i 
and  turf  from  the  moors ;  the  whole  fummer  was  fpent  in 
colleding  fuel.  Peat  and  turf  are  now  ufed  in  fmall  quanci* 
ties.  Coal  at  4  d.  the  load,  chiefly  from  Rjechefter  in  Nor« 
thnmberland.  A  double  cart  carries  6  loads :  the  diftance  is 
abont  15  miles.  The  carriage  colls  8  s.  befides  the  purchafe- 
monej. 

f^uarries. — ^There  are  many  quarries  of  frele-ftone,  and  in- 
eshaufiible  quarries  of  lime^-ftoney  in  the  higher  parts  of  the 
parifh.  There  is  alfo  an  excellent  quarry  of  white  hard  ftone« 
which  is  ured  for  chimney-grates,  as  it  endures  the  greattfi 
heats,  and  will  laft  for  many  years. 

*jlntiquities. — Many  tumuli,  commonly  called  cairns,  are  ta 
be  leen  in  different  parts  of  the  parifh.     Stones  have  been  led 

away 

•  ScMrcity  fjS%  and  Z783.--Tbc  crop  wti  very  deficient,  aad  the  poqr  wefs 
reduced  to  great  dUtrefs.  Erery  method  was  taken  by  the  attention  of  the  he. 
riton,  to  tncreafe  the  poor*s  funds.  This  could  only  reach  to  Aich  as  were  upon 
the  roll,  and  found  inadequate  to  their  neccffities.  Many  labouren  fufiered  the 
Btaioft  hardfliipt ;  and  what  added  to  the  ge&ecal  calami^,  the  frpftod  oats  and 
barley  gave  a  noxious  quality  to  the  meal.  In  thefe  deplorable  circumftances» 
i.ord  Douglas  humanely  direded  his  agent  in  the  cbuntry  to  buy  good  wlioie. 
feme  food.  The  bounty  was  contimied,  both  to  the  won  upon^the  lift,  and  all 
indigent  boafcholdcrs  in  the  pariflif 


Pf^autb4€an.  71 

my  to  the  tarnpike  roads.  In  the  centre  of  the  heap*  fquare 
ItofKS  were  placed,  fo  as  to  form  a  kind  of  che(i,  and  bumaa 
bones  were  difcovered.  There  is  alfo  one  place,  where  it  is 
&id  a  chapel  flood  before  the  Refonnaitioa,  3  mjiles  from 
the  old  charch,  bat  almoft  no  veftige  of  its  walls  now  appears. 
There  «re  rains  of  many  old  towers,  in  molt  parts  of  the  pa- 
nih.  None  of  them  appear  to  have  been  large.  In  fome 
pizces  they  ftand  nearly  entire.  At  the  village  of  Chefler$» 
and  mady  other  places,  on  the  adjacent  heights,  there  ave  liko-' 
«'ife  to  be  feen  the  ruins  of  ftrong  fortifications  or  camps.  Thie 
fbniiis  round,  and,  in  general,  quite  dill in£l.  None  of  the 
cimps  are  large,  may  comprehend  above  an  acre  of  ground, 
and  are  forrounded  with  a  double  wall  of  earth.  There  is  no 
appearance  of  any  done- wot  k  about  them,  except  in  the  mid« 
die,  which  feems  paved  with  freeftone.  Each  camp  is  appa- 
rently flationed  within  view  of  Southdean-law,  as  tradition 
%s,  a  place  of  obfervation,  on  which  fires  were  kindled  at  the 
approach  of  an  enemy. 

Aivamages  and  Difadvantages, -^This  pariih  long  laboured 
under  the  greated  oppreflion  ;'  the  numerous  droves  of  black 
cattle  and  (beep  paflin^  into  England,  infefied  and  overfpread 
the  beft  paftare  ground.  Every  returning  feafon  opened  a 
new  fcene  of  difpule,  teafing,  anxiety  and  diftrefs  to  the  tenant. 
Many  regulations  were  framed.  Boundaries  fixed.  Lawlefs 
trefpafs  maintained  its  ufual  inroads.  It  does  great  honour  to 
the  gentlemen  in  this  part  of  the  country,  that  they  have,  with' 
rpirited  and  determined  exertion,  defigned  and  extended  roads 
of  public  advantage,  and  of  parochial  utility.  The  road 
from  Newcafile  at  the  Carter-toll,  branches  into  this  pa* 
rifli  in  two  direftioss :  the  one  line  leads  to  Jedburgh,  and 
the  other  to  Hawick,  which  at  once  reflores  the  farmer  to 
tUe  free  and  peaceable  pofleffion  of  his  lands,  gWes  aneafy  ac- 

cefs 
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t«{s  to  cofti  and  lime  ait  Rjechefter,  and  perpettiitte  a  comtnb 
Ukatimi  with  the  neigbbourthg  kingdom,  without  idoleftatioi 
or  injury.  The  i^rihcipal  diradvanta^^e  is  want  of  iheltery  de 
fence  from  the  (borching  fun  in  fnmmcr,  and  ph>tiedion  \\ 
winter  fh>m  the  piercing  winds.  Frequent  and  Violent  ratna 
and  deftrbying  blafh  of  fnow.  The  arable  land  in  thia  pariOi 
under  the  moft  cautious  and  prudent  management,  fpeedilj 
«rttttms  to  its  natire  barren  foil.  From  the  fame  caufe,  thi 
beft  breed  of  (heep  may  degenerate  into  the  moft  unprofiubli 
•nimalt  whilft  growing  ihelter  fomifhes  certain  experienc^ 
and  eflabliihcs  the  means  of  recovering  high  and  etpofed  fitu 
ations  into  a  found  and  healthy  ftace,  and  of  improving  aJ 
ptefenriog  the  qua^ty  of  the  flock. 
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Extent^  Soil  and  Riveri. 

THIS  parifh  is  abotit  8  miles  long  from  E.  to  W.  Hie 
Vreadth  is  unequal  i  about  a-j^  miles,  or  near  3  on  aa 
average.  The  foil  is^  in  geiieral,  light,  drj,  And  fertile,  with 
a  landy,  gravelly  bottom,  and  produccfs  heavy  crops  of  grain 
and  gra(s,  io^  wet  ihowety  feafons,  but  is  greatly  parched,  and 
&r  leis  produftive  in  hot  dry  feafons^  Inhere  is  fome  holm 
land  on  the  banks  of  the  Nith  and  Scarr,  confifting  of  a  deep 
rich  loam,  and  produces  fine  erops  ^  any  feafon^  The  land 
that  lies  higheft  and  nearell  the  hilly  ground,  is,  in  general, 
ttceptihg  the  holms,  the  deepeft  and  ftrongeil,  but  fo  fiill  of 
ftones,  as  to  tender  the  cultivation  of  it  difEcnU  and  expen- 
five.  More  than  a  third  part  of  the  pari(h  confifts  of  hilly 
groand,  or  llieep-walks^  moilly  covered  with  ibort  heath,  in« 
Vol.  XIL  K  terfperfed 
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terfperfcd  with  lient,  and  other  kinds  of  grais,  neither  rery 
coarfe  nor  veiy  fine,  but  generally  allowed  to  be  very  good 
iheep^paftnre.  There  are  no  rivers  in  the-parifli»  except  thofe 
already  mentioned,  which  run  along  the  N.  and  S.  £.  fide  of 
it.  Into  thefe,  feveral  little  rivulets,  or,  as  they  are  commoii* 
ly  called,  burns,  from  the  high  or  hilly  grounds,  empty  themi- 
lelves. 

Woods  and  Plantations. — There  ts  a  confiderable  extent  of 
natural  wood  in  different  part^  of  the  pariih,  confifiing  chiefly 
^  oak  and  a(h,  with  fome  birch  and  alder*  In  the  woods  up- 
on the  eftate  of  Barjarg,  is  an  oak  tree  remarkable  for  its  great 
fize  and  age.  At  the  root,  it  is  about  14-}  feet  in  circumftq* 
rence,  and  it  lofes  very  little  of  its  thicknefs  at  the  height  of 
30  feet.  Its  age  cannot  now  be  afcertained,  bmt  it  muli  cer* 
tainly  be  feveral  hundred  years  old.  The  higheft  branched 
^bem  now  to  be  beginning  to  decay.  There  are  alfo  tome 
planUtioDs,  confiding  moftly  of  fir.  Thefe  plantations,  toge- 
ther with  the  natural  woods,  add  much  to  the  beauty  of  the 
place,  and  in  fiormy  weather  afford  (belter  to  the  cattle  graa:« 
ing  in  them»  and  in  the  adjoining  fields* 

Climate  and  Di/eaffs^F-^The  climate  is  rather  moift  and  damgi 
owing  to  the  continued  ridge  of  hills,  on  the  &  fide  of  the  pa^ 
xiib,  intercepting  and  breaking  the  cl«uds  into  rain,  which 
k  poured  down  on  the  fides  of  the  hills,  and  thofe  places  that 
are  near  them,  much  more  frequently,,  and  more  plentifully^ 
than  on  the  plain  aod  level  grounds  at  a  greater  diftance  from 
chem.  To  this  caufe,  perhaps,  are  to  be  afcribed  the  flow 
nervous  fevers^  rheumatifms,  and  aflhmatic  diforders,  which 
feem  to  be  more  prevalent  here,  than  any  other  difeafes. 

Proprietors^  jigriculture,  &c. — There   are  5.  proprietors^ 
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tne  of  whom  relides  conftantlj,  two  occafionally,  and  two  ne« 
Ten     The  farmers,  in  general,  when  they  break  up  a  field, 
take  two  or  three  white  crops  from  it,  after  that  a  green  crop^ 
or  a  fummer  fallow,  which'  is  focceeded  by  a  crop  of  barley, 
along  with  which  they  fow  grafs-feeds,  and  lay  out  the  field, 
catting  the  grab  two  years,  and  paduring  it  two   or  three 
more,  before  it  is  broken  up  again.     They,  for  moft  part,  ufe 
the  little  clofe  jointed  Scots  plough,  commonly  drawn  by  tw9 
horfes,  and  fometimes  by  three,  where  the  land  is  fiiff,  and 
has  never  been  well  cultivated,  and  properly  drefled  before* 
Lime  is  m«ch  ufed  here  as  a  manure,  and  is  found  to  anfwer 
▼ery  well.     Many  of  the  farmers  fpread  it  upon  the  furface 
8  or  ID  months  before  they  plough  their  field.     Others  again 
plough  their  field,  and  give  it  a  flight  harrowing,  before  they 
fpread  the  lime  upon  it,  after  which  they  fow  their  oats,  and 
then  harrow  it  completely.     This  method  feems  to  anfwer 
better,  as,  by  thefe  means  the  lime  is  fooner  mixed  and  incor« 
porated  with  the  foil.    The  quantity  of  lime  muft  be  adapt- 
ed to  the  nature  of  the  land  on  which  it  is  laid.  Deep,  firong, 
ftiff  land  requires  more  than  a  ftallow,  loofe,  open  foil  does. 
The  quantity  ufed  for  one  acre  is   from  jo  to  80  xpeaAires  o£ 
ibells,  the  meafure  containing  two  Manchefter  bufliels.     One 
liming  is  found  to  ferve  very  well  for  two  courfcs  of  crops, 
and  fometimes  three,   before  the  liming  is  repeated.     And 
when  it  is  repeated,   half  the  quantity  that  was  laid  on  th^ 
field  at  firft,  of  little  more,  is  found  to  be  fufficient.     It  is  ob» 
ierved,  however^  that  at  the  end  of  every  courfe  of  crops,  the 
field  is  renewed  with  d^ngt  along  with  a  green  crop,  or  by  a 
fommer  £dlow  *• 

K  a  Ther^ 

•  Seed  Time  and  Harveft.  Wheat  is  fown  from  the  "beginning  of  OAobcr 
lo  the  end  of  Koirefliber.  Oats,  peafe,  and  flax,  from  the  middle  of  March  to 
the  leth  of  ApriL  -  Barley  and  potatoes  from  the  aoth  of  April  to  the  middle 
of  May.    Tunip  from  the  middle  of  June  to  the  zoth  of  July.    Harveft,  in  or- 

dinari' 
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These  U  but  little  wheat  nifed  in  the  poriflif  as  the  foil,  ia 
general,  is  found  to  be  %<oo  light,  for  prodacing  an  advaota- 
geoos  crop  of  }t|  not  more  than  15  or  ao  acres  jearlj,  worth 
from  7  L  to  8 1.  Sterling  the  acre,  -  Barley  is  raiied  in  smch 
greater  abundaoce,  from  ico  to  lao  acriBS  yearly,  worth,  at 
an  average,  fbout  4  L  10  s*  the  acre-  Between  400  and  jcd 
acres  of  oat9  are  fown  aonually,  worth,  at  an  average,  about 
3 1.  10  s*  the  acre.  There  aUb  are  large  ^Ids  of  potatoes,  a- 
bont  70  or  80  acres  yearly,  worth  from  8 1.  to  loL  the  acre. 
70  or  8q  acres  of  peafe  are  raifed  annually,  worth  from  3 1.  to 
4 1.  the  acre.  The  fanners  in  the  pariih  hav«  hitherto  Cbwn 
^o  m3re  flax  than  is  neceflary  for  the  ufe  of  their  own  faaii-* 
lies.  The  real  rent  is  about  15091.,  repkoning  lol,  per  cent^ 
on  the  graflums  given  fo^  fome  farms,  and  adding  that  to  the 
)rearly  rent  of  ^tm  *. 

.^tcni/,  Vilioffs^  IfmSf  and  jik^Houfis.'^TLbcte  are  neithetf 
towns  nor  villages  in  the  pariih,  a  few  honfes  near  the  chvirch 
bardly  deferving  the  name  of  a  village.  Nor  are  <there  any 
inns.  There  are  a  or  3  ale-hottfcs»  or,  as  they  Qioidd  more 
properly  be  called  whlil&y^houfes,  for  whiiky  i§  the  principal 
article  they  deal  in,  and  they  have  a  great  demand  for  it. 
The  pernicious  pi^&icp  of  drinking  whiiky  has  made  a  very 

rapid 

dmaiy  i\eafom,  begins  about  tbe  toth  of  Augud,  and  ends  al^otst  thq  beginning 
af  OAobef ,  bttt  ^  foine  years  paft  has  been  confiderably  later. 

•  H^ages  of  Servants  and  laboitrers^  &c.— The  wages  of  men  labourers  arc 
t  d.  a-day  with  vi<%iial$,  and  z  s.  2  d.  without  vitals.  The  wages  of  women 
for  working  at  peats,  hay-making,  and  other  farm  work,  is  5  d.  with  their  d^t» 
and  9  d.  and  10  d.  without  it.  In  harveft^both  men  and  women  are  commonly 
8  d. a-day,  with  vidluals  and  i  s.  and  z  s.  2  d.  when  they  fumifh  their  own  pro<* 
^om.  T  ^^  day'i  wages  of  a  matter  mafon,  carpenter,  aad  Hater,  are  as. ;  of  a 
tailo*-,  8  d.  with  vldaals.  The  average  wages  of  farming  men  Cervants  arQ 
8  1.  yearly  with  bed  and  boaru ;  and  of  women  3 1,  to  s.  The  wsgc«  of  dooidU^ 
feryanU  are  mucn  th^  fiuae  wi^  Utofe  of  farm  feryants. 
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rapid  ^fogttb  in  this  corner  of  the  country  within  a  few 
jnrs  laft  paft.  It  is  purchafed  at  a  very  low  prior,  and  % 
kail  quantity  of  it  is  fufficient,  not  only  to  intoxicate,  but 
ercn  to  make  a  man  niad.  Its  pernicious  e{Feds  upon  tb« 
morals,  the  indufirj,  and  the  conftitutions  of  thofe  who  ar« 
addidcd  to  it,  muft  he  vifible  to  every  fober  oblerver. 

Roads* — ^The  principal  road  in  the  pariih  is  in  very  iodif^ 
ferent  repair.  A  part  of  it  is  ftill  in  its  natural  ftate,  and 
tbofe  paru  of  it,  that  have  been  repaired,  were  done  in  a 
veiy  fnperficial  manner.  The  converfion  of  the  ilaiute«la- 
boor,  amounts  to  little  more  than  1 21.  a-year,  which  might 
keep  our  roads  in  repair,  if  they  were  once  fufficiently  made  ; 
bat  will  by  no  means  both  mak.e,  and  keep  them  in  proper 
order.  The  badnefs  of  our  roads  is  a  great  bv  to  improve- 
ments of  every  kind* 

Cbarcb,  Stip^nd^  S^hool^  Poor,  S^.<«-The  church  was  rcN 
paired  about  30  years  ago,  but  has  tiever  been  properly  feat- 
ed,  and  the  number  of  inhabitants  having  increafed  confider«r 
ably  of  late  years,  it  is  rather  too  ffnall  for  their  accommoda- 
tion. The  manfe  and  offices  were  all  new  built  in  the  year 
1778,  and  are  in  vefy  good  repair.  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Qocesfterry  is  patron  of  the  parifli.  The  ftipcnd  is  700 1. 
Scots  money^  and  3  cbalders  of  vi&ual,  two-thirds  of  which 
are  meal,  and  one-tliird  bear  ^  which,  with  the  manfe,  and 
glebe  of  about  8  acres,  may  be  reckoned  worth  about  90  h 
yearly. — ^The  pariih  fchool  is  inconveniently  fituated,  being 
about  a  miles  too  near  the  upper  or  weft  end  of  the  pariih, 
by  which  the  lower  or  eaft  end  is  in  a  great  meafure  deprived 
of  the  benefit  of  it.  The  number  of  fcholars>  in  the  winter 
ib£cm,  is  between  30  and  40,  during  ther  reft  of  the  year  they 
ftte  not  69  auii^rousi  many  of  them  being  epaployed  in  herd- 
ing, 
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fng,  or  any  other  occupations  (aited  to  their  jcnxs  and  ftrengthj 
The  fchool  falary  is  ico  1.  Scots,  with  a  free  houfe.  Th^ 
fcbool  fees  are  very  trifling  :  for  teaming  Engliih  zs.  3d.  th^ 
quarter;  writing  and  arithmetic  zs.  6d.  No  Latin  has  beeij 
taught  here  for  many  years.— The  poor  who  regularly  recezvd 
alms  from  the  kirk-fefEan,  are  6.  They  are  fapplied  fron) 
the  coUe&ions  in  the  church  00  Sundays,  and  the  intereil  oi 
a  fmall  fum  appropriated  to  their  ufe,  amounting  in  all  tc 
about  111.  a*year.  They  are  all  maintained  in  their  owa 
houfcs.  They  earn  about  a  half  or  two«thirds  of  their  owd 
maintenance ;  and  none  of  them  beg  from  door  to  door.  The 
pari(h,  however,  is  much  infefied  with  beggars  who  do  not 
belong  to,  nor  refide  in  it* 

Papulations  &c. — ^According  to  Dr.  Wtbfter's  neport,  the 
number  of  fouls  then,  was  495.  The  population  of  the  pt« 
riih  has  increafed  confiderably  of  late  years.  In  the  year  17781 
the  number  of  fouls  did  not  exceed  300,  whereas  they  are 
now  52c.  This  increafe  is  chiefly  to  be  afcribed  to  twoj 
caufes  ;  the  divifion  ot  large  farms  into  fmaller  ones,  and  a 
Itroe  work  which  was  begun  a  few  years  ago,  of  which  vft 
'fliall  take  more  particular  notice  afterward.  Of  the  inha« 
bitants  of  the  parifli^  za  are  Antiburgher  Seceders ;  12  are 
Cameronians  ;  all  the  reft  are  of  the  Eftabliihed  Church. 
There  are  3  blackfmiths,  4  carpenters,  2  mafons,  8  weavers, 
and  4  tailors.  All  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  pari(h  arc 
farmers,  and  their  cottagers,  who  live  in  detached  houfes, 
there  being,  as  was  before  obferved,  neither  towns  nor  viU 
lages  in  it. 

Number  of  Horfes^  Black   Cattle^  Sleeps  tfjc. — ^Ther«  are 
a 20  horfes,  mofliy  of  the  Scots  breed,  ftrong  made,  and  very 
4iardy.     There  are  a  few  of  the  breed  of  Ireland,  which  gene- 
rally 
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lAj  improve  here,  and  are  foand  to  anfwer  every  purpofe  of 
die  fariser.  Their  value,  at  an  average,  may  be  about  14  L 
Sterlingy  each.  There  are  about  280  milch  cows,  with  their 
cslves,  or  followers  as  they  are  called,  ufually  kept  in  the 
Itrifli;  worth,  at  an  average,  about  61.  Sterling  each.  The 
number  of  Iheep  in  the  diftrifl:  does  not  exceed  1880  ;  they 
are  the  common  Scots  kind,  white  on  the  body,  and  black  oa 
the  face  and  legs  \  they  are  very  hardy,  but  their  wool  is 
irong  and  rather  coarfe.  No  fwine  are  bred  in  the  diftri£t« 
Moft  of  the  fiirmers  buy  a  pig  or  two  annually,  which  they 
feed  for  the  ufe  of  their  own  families* 

JW,  Scc.-^The  greater  part  of  the  parifh  is  but  indifferent* 
Ij  provided  with  fuel,  for  though  there  is  fomc  mofs  about 
the  middle  of  the  pariih,  it  is  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from 
the  extremities  of  it,  and  confequently  to  the  inhabitants  of 
thtfe  parts,  very  expenfive.  The  greater  part  of  the  fudl 
oftd  here,  is  coal  from  Sanquhar,  which  is  likewife  very  ex- 
pcafive,  being  carried  about  14  miles.  Nor  is  this  all:  of 
kte  years  it  has  been  of  a  very  bad  quality  ;  and  the  demand 
Cor  it  is  fo  great,  that  the  carters  are  often  detained  24,  and 
Sometimes  48  hours,  before  they  can  be  ferved.  And  it  can* 
not  bat  be  fnppolcd  that  there  muft  be  a  great  demand  for 
cod  at  Sanquhar,  when  it  is  confidered  that  there  is  no  other 
coaJ.woik  in  Nithldale,  Annandale,  the  fliire  and  ftewartry 
^  Galloway.  The  lower  parts  of  Annandale,  and  of  NithC 
4ale,  and  all  along  the  fea-coaft  of  Galloway,  would  be  fup- 
plied  with  coal  fiom  England,  at  a  moderate  and  eafy  rate, 
^ere  it  not  for  the  high  duty,  amounting  alfo  to  a  prohibit 
tioD,  laid  upon  them.  Were  this  duty  aboliilied,  the  de^ 
naad  at  Sanquhar  would  be  greatly  leflened,  and  confequent* 
I7  Ais  part  of  the  country  much  better  fupplied. 

About 
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AboQt  6  jrean  ago,  a  lime  rock  was  difcovered  in  th 
eftate  of  Baijarg,  and  from  that  time  has  been  carried  o 
with  confiderable  fuccefs.  The  rock  feems  to  be  inexhaoiti 
ble,  but  has  about  14  feet  deep  of  earth  above  it;  the  remof 
ing  of  which  is  attended  with  no  fmall  expeofe.  Between  31 
and  40  hands  are  conftantljr  employed  for  7  or  8  months  ii 
die  year,  when  thej  continue  to  bum  lime  ;  but  not  fo  mtn; 
during  the  reft  of  the  year.  Between  20,000  and  30,001 
neafures,  in  fliells,  have  been  fold  annually ;  the  meafure,  a 
liefore  obferred,  containing  a  Winchefter  bulhels.  It  is  foli 
at  9d.  the  meafure,  and  as  the  lime  is  of  an  excellent  qua 
lity,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  demand  for  it  will  in 
creafe. 

CbaraSer  of  tht  People^  6tc.— The  people,  in  general,  an 
fober  and  induftrious,  though  it  muft  be  eonfefled,  that,  find 
the  pernicious  prafiice  of  drinking  whiflcy  became  fo  pre 
valent,  there  are  too  many  exceptions.  They  enjoy,  in  1 
reafonable  degree,  the  necefiaries,  and  even  the  comforts  an< 
conveniencies  of  life,  and  are,  generally,  as  contented  wit! 
their  fituation,  as  moft  people.  Their  condition,  however 
night  be  meliorated,  were  our  roads  put  into  proper  repaid 
the  duty  on  the  Englifli  coal  aboliflied,  the  inhabitants  bet 
ter  fupplied  with  coal  from  Sanquhar,  and  the  heaVy  tnuli 
tures,  which  they  are  bound  to  pay  to  the  miUs  to  whicl 
they  are  thirled,  removed.  More  than  one-half  of  the  pa 
rifli  pays  the  eleventh  peck  as  multure,  befides  paying  thi 
miller  for  working  or  grinding  their  grain.  This  is  cer 
tainly  a  very  great  difcouragemeot  to  improvements  in  agri< 
culture* 


^M% 
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NUMBER   VIII. 
PARISH  Of  B A RR. 

(County  of  Ayr,  Synod  of  ClasgoW  aniJ  Ayr,  pRKsif- 
TERY  of  Ayr.). 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stephen  Young/ 


PatroHy  Siipend;  %Se. 

BARR  was  erefied  into  a  parifli  in  the  year  1653,  former* 
I7  annexed  to  the  parifhes  of  Girvaii  and  Daillj.  The 
parifii  feems  to  have  taken  its  name  from  a  fmall  eftate  called 
Barr,  tipon  which  the  kirk  (lands.  The  Crown  is  patron. 
The  ftipend  is  100 1;  a-jear,  befides  glebe  and  xhanfe. 

PopulatMH According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report;  the  num- 

bcT  of  fools  then  was  8  j8.  Of  inhabitants  at  prefeot  there 
are  750,  of  whom  X15  are  under  8  years  of  age  ;  males  38^ 
females  364.  For  ao  years  prior  to  X79X»  there  appears  from 
the  parifli  records,  males  bom  in  the  parifh  195,  females  25  $  ; 
in  all  350 ;  marriages  in  the  above  time  1 29 ;  and  buriah 
a86.  For  ao  years  prior  to  179X9  upon  an  average,  there  ap« 
Vol,  XIL  L  pears 


Si  Statifiical  Acctmnt 

pears  to  have  been  annuallj  males  born  In  the  parUh  5  (borr 
of  10  ;  females  j  ihort  of  8  ;  total  to  (hort  of  18;  of  mar^ 
riages  7  fhort  of  7  annually ;  and  of  burials  6  ihort  of  15  an- 
nuallj. The  pariib  feems  to  have  contained  more  inhabitants 
in  former  times  than  at  prefent.  In  the  year  1770,  there 
nvere  born  in  the  pariih,  males  15,  females  la^  total  17.  In 
the  year  1790,  niales^,  females  4,  total  11.  In  the  year  1791, 
males  9,  females  6,  total  15.  Population  in  this  pariih  has  de- 
creafed  much  for  thefe  30  years ;  and  the  reafon  is  obvious. 
I^roprietors  of  lands  of  late  years  have  caft  two  or  more  of 
their  farms  into  the  hands  of  one  tenant ;  by  which  means,  in 
place  of  a  family  with  cottagers  and  fervants  upon  almoft  eve- 
ry farm,  there  are  fome  farms  in  which  there  is  not  one  in- 
habitant, and  many  where  a  ihepherd  man  fervant  and  his  fe- 
mily  alone  occupy  the  farm,  which  is  no  more  than  is  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  to  herd  the  grounds.  Of  mechanics,  there  area 
millers,  4  blackfmiths,  1 2  weavers,  6  mafons,  3  carpenters,  2 
ihoemakers,  5  tailors,  5  inkeepers.  Of  farmers  46 ;  there  are 
many  more  farms  in  the  pariih ;  fome  individual  farmers  hold 
fome  a,  others  3,  4,  or  5  farms.     There  is  one  feceder, 

jtntifuiiiei. — ^Thetc  is,  about  a  mile  S.  W.  of  the  parifti 
church,  the  remains  of  an  old  Popifli  chapel,  (landing  on  an 
eminence,  by  a  fmall  river  called  Stencber.  There  are  no 
traditional  accounts  worthy  of  communicating  concerning  this 
chapel :  it  is  called  Kiri  Domina^  the  Kirk  of  our  Lady,  fup. 
pofed  to  be  dedicated  in  honour  of  the  Virgin  Mary.  When  it 
nvas  built,  is  uncertain  ;  but  it  had  been  in  fome  repair  in  the 
year  1653,  as  the  roof  was  then  taken  down,  and  put  upon  the 
pariih  church.  Though  there  is  no  village  at  this  chapel,  but 
one  fmall  farm-houfe  only,  yet  there  is  a  great  annual  fair 
held  here  upon  the  laft  Saturday  of  May,  called  Kirk  Domi« 
s«F»ir* 

Mineral 
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Mineral  Spring  and  Miner als.-^Tiih  parifh  being  a  hilly 
country,  abounds  with  fprings  of  fine  water,  many  of  thera 
mineral*  But  there  is  one  called  Shalloch-welly  which  had 
dcfervcdly  the  pre-eminence.  The  virtues  of  this  water  are 
well  known  in  this  country ;  it  i^  a  pretty  ftrong  chalybeate, 
and  partakes  of  the  fulphur  alfo  to  no  inconCderable  degree. 
About  30  years  ago,  people  of  the  firft  rank  abd  fafliion  in 
Carrick  and  the  neighbourhood,  attended  this  well  s  but  this 
is  not  the  cafe  at  prefent ;  every  feafon,  however,  produces 
fbme  company,  and  the  waters  have  been  rarely  known  to  fail 
in  giving  relief  to  perfons  affliS^d  with  flomachic  or  fcorbutic 
diforders.  The  reafon  why  this  water  is  in  a  great  meafure 
deferted,  is  the  want  of  proper  accommodation  at  the  well. 
There  is  freeftone  in  the  parifli,  and  abundance  of  limefione. 
No  coal  has  yet  been  found  in  it ;  and  through  want  of  a  road 
to  the  coal-pit,  on  the  water  6f  Girvan,  the  inhabitants  are  ne« 
cefGuted  to  depend  principally  upon  turf  and  peat  for  fuel. 
It  is  fuppofed  that  this,  like  many  high  countries,  poflefTes 
valuable  minerals ;  for  certain,*  there  is  lead  in  it;  but  the  trial, 
properly  fpeaking,  has  never  been  made  (though  once  at- 
tempted) to  find  out  whether  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of 
the  proprietor  to  foUdW  after  this  valuable  article. 

Climate* — ^The  climate  is  not  by  any  means  unfavourable  to 
health.  The  parifh  is  extenfive  ;  the  inhabitants  fparfe,  and 
families  living  at  a  diftance  from  each  other,  contribute  much 
to  the  iaiubrity  of  the  place.  There  is  a  village  at  the  parifli 
church,  but  it  does  not  contain  above  86  inhabitants,  old  and 
yonng.  An  eminent  furgeon  in  this  neighbourhood,  now  fome 
years  dead,  who  pradifed  in  this  country  near  50  years,  was 
in  nie  to  obferve,  'that  in  all  that  time  he  never  knew  an  epi- 
demical difiemper  in  this  pariih.  There  have  been  many  in^ 
ibmces  of  long^ty  in  the  parifli,  of  people  living  confiderably 

L  a  above 


84  Statiftical  Account 

•bore  So  years.  There  is  a  poor  old  woman  in  rhe  village, 
Dvho  muft,  from  her  own  accountt  be  above  90 ;  (be  remem- 
bers well  the  youog  men  in  this  place  learning  the  life  of  arms 
in  the  jear  17159  and  was  reaping  on  a  corn-ridge,  a  big  lafs 
about  18  years  of  age,  when  the  above  men  paifed  by  to  join 
theloyalifts;  flie  is  very  healthy,  and  able  to  walk  about 
with  her  ftaflf.     Confumptions  prevail  moil  in  this  place. 

jlgncultttre. — ^This  pariih  is  partly  arable,  but  confifis 
principally  of  pafture-grounds.  As  to  improvements  of  any 
forty  it  may  be  faid  to  be  in  its  natural  (late.  Thoug^i  there  is 
plenty  of  lime  in  the  pari(h,  yet  the  want  of  roads  renders  it 
difficult  to  procure  coals,  in  order  to  prepare  limewftone  for 
the  purpofe  of  improving  the  grounds  \  but  if  a  free  com- 
munication was  opened  between  the  coal- works  upon  the  wa« 
ter  of  Girvan  and  this  place,  by  jnaking  a  good  ro^d»  which 
is  in  extent  about  44  miles  only ;  improvements  might  find 
their  way  to  this  part  of  the  country  alfo,  the  nature  of  the 
grounds  in  this  pari(h  is  fuch,  that  they  produce  but  very 
poor  fcanty  crops,  without  lime  or  marlc  ;  therefore  the  far* 
mers  here  plough  but  vttj  little  ;  but  thof<;  who  have  made 
any  attempts  by  means  of  the  lime,  hav^  had  confiderable  re. 
turns. 

Black  Cattle. — In  this  part(h  the  farmer's  attention  has  been 
principally  dire&ed  to  the  breed  of  black  cattle,  and  has  fuc- 
ceeded.  In  this  particular,  they  have  attained  to  great  per* 
fedion*  Carrick  produces,  perhaps,  as  handfome  black  cattle 
as  any  part  of  Scotland  ;  but  not  the  duke  only,  but  the  utile 
is  to  be  taken  into  confideration.  It  is  a  fad  founded  upon 
repeated  experiment,  that  the  handfome  Carrick  cattle  are 
much  eaiier  fed,  and  at  much  lefs  expenfe,  than  the  crofs  made 
hook-boned  cattle  of  like  fize  ^  that  pafture  which  can  bring 
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k  coarfe  made  cattle  to  a  keeping  condition  only^  will  make^ 
k  Cairick.  black  cattle  thorough  fat ;  and  that  paflure  whxh 
::n  bring  the  latter  into  a  middling  conditioo^onlj,  will  fcarce 
K  able  to  keep  the  former  in  life.  Cattle  reared  in  thi9 
icantrTy  and  fold  at  the  age  of  3,  or  3  |r  years  y^froin  the  moors) 
fill  bring  from  4  1.  10 s.  to  5  1.  5  $•  each  ;  and  if  put  upon  low 
jing  endofed  pa^tnre  for  an  year,  they  will  be  ready  for  the 
EngUfli  market*  and  bring  from  61.  10  s.  to  8 1.  each.  Thij 
[ariih  is  fappofed  to  hold  from  1500  to  aooo  )>lack  cajttle. 

Chsviot  Sheepy  &Lc. — It  would  1?e  well  for  the  farmers  here, 
cculd  as  much  be  faid  for  their  iheep  ilock  ;  but  this  cannot. 
be  expeded,  fo  long  as  fo  many  black  cattle  are  reared  in  the 
pariih.    They  not  only  lefTcn  the  quantity  of  food,  be|ng  per*, 
milted  to  pafture  among  the  iheep,  but  poach  the  furface  with, 
their  feet,  and  even  the  grafs  which  springs  where  the  cattle 
dung,  is  unwholefome  for  iheep.    Sheep  in  this  pariih  are  in- 
ferior in  point  of  ftrength  to  the  iheep  in  Crawfordmoor,  but 
make  better  fat.  Wedders  3  and  4  years  old  from  the  common 
hill  paftuf^  here,  when  come  to  the  heft  ft^e  of  fle(h  the 
grounds  bring  them,  between  Michaelmas  and  Martinmas, 
vriH  weigh  from  xo  to  14  pound  Englifli  the  quarter,  and  pro- 
^e  tallow  from  9  to  Z2  pounds  Engliih,  and  fell  at  from  lol. 
toi3L  the  fcore.     The  pailure  ground  of  this  pariih  is  for 
nwft  part  dry ;  its   hills  coniiit  partly  of  heath,  but  moitly 
what  is  called  white  ground,  and,  as  one  might  judge,  not  un-. 
iavoarahle  to  the  improvement  of  wool,  by  means  of  the  Che« 
viot  breed.   The  writer  of  thefe  remarks  is  the  rather  inclin- 
td  to  think  fo  from  the  following  experiment,  now  making  in 
this  pariih :  Two  fcore  of  ewe  hogs,  and  a  ram  of  the  Che- 
viot breed,  were  put  upon  a  farm  called  TarrafeiTocis:,  June 
'792,  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Caflillis,  poflTeiTed  by  Mr. 
I^'Hatchibn  of    Change.   This  farm  is  one  of  the  higheil  in 
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the  parirt!,  and  confequendj  fubjed  to  ftorm.  The  hogs  har* 
plenty  of  coatfe  grafs,  and  fuch  attention  paid  to  them  a 
aught  to  be  paid  to  ftfanger,  or  what  is  called  hefrin} 
Iheep.  But,  confidering  the  wetnefs  of  the  harveft,  th( 
ftonny  winter  and  fpring,  the  hogs  and  ftranger  hogs,  too 
brought  to  a  high  cold  famii  from  all  this  it  might  have  bcei 
expefted,  that  moft,  if  not  all  of  this  Cheviot  breed,  woulc 
have  died  during  the  courfe  of  the  winter.  But,  what  is  afto. 
nifliing,  upon  the  27th  March  17^3,  two  days  fince,  they  were 
all  alive,  and  likely  to  do  well,  which  is  by  no  means  the  cafe 
wilh  the  natives  either  upon  that  farm,  or  thofe  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood. This  has  been  a  very  fickly  feafon,  and,  by  all 
accounts,  every  where  upon  the  S.  and  W.  of  Scotland,  the 
fall  of  fheep  has  been  confiderable,  through  poverty  and  dif- 
eafe. 

The  wool  of  this  parilh  is  greatly  fuperior  to  that  at  Craw- 
fordmoor,  but  inferior  to  the  fmall  white  faced  (heep  in  Pen- 
ningham  or  Mochrum  in  Galloway,  or  that  of  the  fheep  on 
the  fliorc  of  Dunnure  in  this  county.  Wool  in  this  pariih 
fells  from  4 L  los.  to  6 1.  the  pack  ;  from  7  s.  6d  to  los  the 
ftone ;  and  as  it  takes  10  fleeces  for  moft  part  to  the  ftone, 
each  fleece  fold  in  wholefale,  brings  from  9d.  to  1  s.  the  fleece. 
Ayrfhire  Hone  is  24  lib.  Englifli.  This  parilh  is  fuppofed 
to  keep  15,000  Ikeep. 

It  muft  be  obferved  in  favour  of  the  Cheviot  breed,  (but 
by  no  means  to  exaggerate  in  favour  even  of  them)  ;  thofe 
of  the  Cheviot  breed  in  this  pariih,  though  hogs  (and  every 
ftoremafter  knows  that  hog  wool  is  by  far  the  coarfeft  of  the 
wool)  laft  feafon  produced  wool  greatly  fuperior  in  quality 
and  quantity  to  the  wool  of  this  parifli.  The  wool  of  the 
natives,  or,  what  may  be  called  the  fliort  flieep  of  the  farm 
of  Tarrafeflbck,  where  the  hogs  of  the  Cheviot  breed,  or  long 
ikeep,  pafture,  and  of  the  farms  in  the  neighbourhood,  fells  at 
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7s.6d.  theftone,  9d,  the  fleece,  taking  lo  fleeces  to  tbc 
ibne.  50  fcore  of  fheep  at  this  rate  will  bring  in  wool  37  L 
10  s.  ;  but  the  wool  of  the  long  iheep,  or  Cheviot  breed  in 
the  pariihy  gave  laft  feafon  15  s.  the  ftone,  7f  fleeces  to  the 
ibne,  %  s.  the  fleece  ;  50  fcore  of  which,  at  this  rate,  would 
bring  100  1.  Fine  wool  in  the  lower  parts  of  GaUoway  bringjS 
from  xss.  to  14  s.  the  ftone.  Suppofe  it  to  bring  i  j  s.  the 
ftoQCy  there  is  ilill  this  confideration  in  favour  of  the  Cheviot 
breed.  The  Galloway  fine  wool  will  take  14,  15,  or  even  1$ 
deeces  to  the  flone  ;  fuppofe,  in  general,  15  fleeces,  the  Che- 
viot breed  in  this  parifli,  though  of  the  fmall  kind,  take  7^ 
3eeces  only  to  the  ftone.  It  therefore  follows,  that  when  30 
Galloway  (heep  bring  1 1.  10  s.  for  two  ftone  of  wool,  15 
fleeces,  and  15  s.  the  ftone,  the  Cheviot  breed,  in  number  30, 
will  bring  3 1.,  four  ftone  of  wool  taking  7^  fleeces,  and  giv- 
ing 15  s.  each  ftone. 

It  is  aflTerted  that  the  Cheviot  breed  will  require  much  bet- 
ter feeding,  consequently  more  grafs  than  the  natives  of  this 
country.  This  obfervation  may  be  well  founded ;  but  the 
qaeftion  is,  how  far,  and  whether,  upon  this  fuppofition,  the 
Cheviot  breed  of  flieep  called  the  long  flieep,  may  not  be  the 
moft  advantageous  ftock  ftill  ? 

Suppofe  a  farm  holding  50  fcore,  or  1000  ftiort  flieep,  the 
natives  of  the  country,  fliould  not  be  able  to  keep  above  40 
fcore,  or  8po  of  the  long  flieep,  50  fcore  of  fliort  flieep  will 
bring  37  1. 10  s.,  at  the  rate  of  7  s.  6d.  the  ftone,  gd.  each 
fleece,  taking  xo  fleeces  to  the  ftone  ;  40  fcore  of  long  flieep, 
taking  74  fleeces  to  the  ftone,  giving  13  s.  the  ftone,  will 
bring  Sol.  Further,  if  40  fcore  of  long,  eat  the  grafs  of 
53  fcore  of  fliort  flieep,  it  may  be  prefumed  that  the  long 
fiiecp  ia  a  fifth  part  ftronger  in  the  bone,  and,  if  brought  to  a 
like  flate  of  fat  with  the  fliort,  will,  in  their  carcafe,  weigh  a 
fifth  part  more,  give  a  fifth  part  more  tallow,  confequently  a 
fifth  part  »ore  money.     Therefore  the  produce  of  40  fcore 
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oi  long  fheepy  in  point  of  carcafe,  ihould  bring*  as  mticli  mj 
ncy  as  that  of  50  fcore  of  fliort  iheep. 

It  may  be  obferved  that  the  ikins  of  iheep  flaughtcred  ] 
or  afber  Michaelmas,  are  of  coniiderable  value,  and  principal 
Ijr  from  die  wool  upon  them.  But  it  has  been  alreadj'  ibowi 
that  the  wool  of  long  fheep  is  i  s.  3  d*  the  fleece  preferabl 
to  the  generality  of  the  wool  of  this  place.  Suppofe,  the£ 
40  fcore  of  long  iheep  caA  off  annually  for  fale,  fat*  wedded 
and  ewes,  and  parking  ewes  10  fcore,  is.  3  d.  each  fldn,  12 1 
10  8.  i  call  it  I  s.  each  ikin  preferable  to  thofe  of  the  tbot 
iheep,  10  fcore  of  ikins,  at  this  rate,  will  bring  10  1.,  whicb 
together  with  the  80 1.  formerly  mentioned  as  the  price  of  thi 
wool  ihorn  from  off  the  long  iheep,  makes,  in  whole,  go  1 
Therefore  a  fanti  holding  50  fcore  ihort  iheep,  and  able  ti 
keep  40  fcore  long,  will  advance  the  wool  by  means  of  thi 
Cheviot  breed,  from  37  1.  los.  to  90  L;  and  the  foregoing 
obfervations  being  juil,  wiU,  in  other  refpeds,  be  equally  ad^ 
vantageous.  Suppofe  fuch  a  farm  bring":  of  grofs  produce 
from  50  fcore  of  ihort  iheep  150 1.  annually,  the  fame  farm, 
by  means  of  the  Cheviot  breed,  keeping  40  fcore,  wil',  oi 
grofs  produce,  bring  aoo  1. 

The  writer  of  the  above  remarks  has  feen  ind  examined  the 
Hate  in  which  the  long  iheep  in  this  pariih  are.  He  had  afl 
opportunity  of  feeing  the  wool,  alfo  the  produce  of  the  Che-« 
viot  hogs  laft  feafon,  he  has  certain  information  of  the  price 
that  wool  brought ;  and  he  believes,  both  from  the  general 
charaSer  of  the  Galloway  fine  wool,  and  from  information,! 
that  he  has  not  undervalued  it ;  that  it  is  not  higher,  if  fo  high 
as  the  price  ilated  *. 

liball 

*  If  the  above  profit  is  To  great,  calculating  the  wool  at  f;  s.  the  Itone,  how 
mach  more  would  it  not  be,  if  the  wool  had  fetched  its  real  valuo^of  aos.  the 
(tone  ?  And  it  is  hoped  that  the  Cheviot  breed  will  fooa  be  improved,  io  9SV>' 
produce  wool  worth  evea  30  s.  the  Hone* 


T  Aail  only  add  as  a  farther  proof  of  the  ei{lerl]iient  of  tll# 
Cheviot  breed  of  iheep  taking  place  in  this  psriih^  and  of  tfaeit 
doing  well,  the  farmer,  whole  property  thej  are^  i|  refolve4 
to  bring  upon  the  fame  farm^  this  eofiiing  feafon,  ibcae  fcorea 
more ;  and  it  is  hoped  others  will  fee  it  their  intereft  to  foU 
low  the  eitample^  to  purchafe  into  their  rvfpeftire  fiirms  » 
aamber  of  the  £fa^ot  breeds  lets  or  mdr^^  is  is  naoft  anfweiw 
able.  Perhaps  it  might  not  be  advifaUe  to  ^Migc  the  whole 
ttodk  of  the  ihort  iheep  at  once ;  but  bj  degrees^  in  this  war» 
thiife  can  Ibe  ilo  riik.  Even  bringing  in  ranis  of  the  Gheyiof 
breed,  and  cn^Eng  thfem  witb  the  ewes  of  the  i^iort  ihtiepy 
woold  gread/  improve  the  wool  of  the  parilh* 
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NUMBER  IX. 


PARISH   6F  DALRY. 


(COUMTT  OF  AYRf  SyKOD  OF  GtASGOW   AND  AyR,  PrESBY- 

TERT  OF  Irvine.) 


By  the  Riv.  Mr.  John  Fullartok. 


Namff  Extent f  Situation^  and  Soil. 

DALRY  is  fald*  to  fignify  "  King's  Vaney."  It  give* 
a  title  to  the  Earl  of  Glafgow.  It  is  about  9  Engliih 
miles  from  N.  to  S.,  and  nearlj  the  ftniie  diftanoe  from  £.  to 
W.  The  village  of  Dairy,  where  the  parifli  church  ffamds. 
Is  fituated  on  the  weft  iide  of  the  parifh,  and  is  about  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mik  diftant  from  the  parilh  of  Kili^intii&g ;  in  that  di« 
reftion,  the  2  parilhes  being  divided  by  a  £aiaU  water.  Per- 
haps fome  regard  to  waters  was  paid  in  the  firft  divifion  of 
parifliesy  and  when  bridges  were  not  fo  common  as  now  they 
are.  From  this  fituation  of  the  village  and  parifli  churchy 
many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  pariih  are  obliged  to  travel 
to  kick  and  market  from  confiderable  diftances.  The  village 
of  Dairy  is  much  admired  by  ftrang^rs  for  it»  fituation.     It 
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is  fitnattd  on  a  riAng  ground,  n^ith  a  commftuduig  profpeS  to 
the  S.  flftd  an  exM^ve  view  to  the  N.  £.  It  k  almo& 
furroiuided  bjr  wafersi  and  aiutttt  run  in  their  diftireDt  di« 
reftiodSy  (b  near  the  village,  thit  when  extraordinary-  rains 
M,  and  waters  fwelt,  the  village,  when  vieWed  at  a  £lftance/ 
pats  tax  the  appearance  of  aa  iOand ;  but  froi^  ite  ele^atM 
fituarioo,  19  never,  at  aity  time  In  danger,  even  from  the 
grdlteft  il06ds*.  Tbe  foil  varies  much,  accorfing  to  the 
diflbreftt  fituations  of  tife  grOnnds.  All  the  flat  groonds  Ijing 
along  the  water  of  Gamock,  are  in  general  a  deep  loamy  foil, 
with  a  dty  bottom,  and  from  their  being  often  overflowed 
aidi  water,  thej  are  evidently  enriched  by  the  flime  an(f 
mad  left  upon  them ;  iLnd  the  farmer  has  ofteik  experienced' 
good  crops  from  this  very  circumftance  alone.  Trench  plough, 
ingy  or  hand  Irenctiing  of  ftfch  ground,  would  sdRtredly  tunr 
oat  to  advantage,  as  the  foil  below  feems  ^ually  good,  and^ 
with  a  fmall  help  of  dung  or  lime,  would  foon  become  better 
0)aa  the  upper  foil,  that  has  been  long  caUtvated»    But  a 
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*  7tf frr.— Xlierc  arc  3  waicf*  th«t  ran  iiMr  the  vaitge*  GttiTj  Rfe,  and 
Gaiiiock.  All  tbefe  take  their  life  from  the  high  moor  lands,  at  feveral  miles  dift- 
incc  from  the  Tillage,  confcquently  they  are  fooo  filled,  run  with  great  rapidhy, 
and  iff  loon  emptied  again.  The  2  firft,  empty  themfelves  into  Gamock,  near  the 
vUhge.  And  Gamock  empties  itfeli  into  the  fea  at  the  bar  of  Irvme.  Trom 
tkei^idkyof  dKic  diflerent  waters,  and  when  much  iWelled,  great  nriichiff 
Boftca  daae  to  the  fiat  gnmnds  near  the  village,  througli  which  they  ran ;  fo 
taa  Bttay  fields  of  rich  grain  have  been,  in  harveft,  either  laid  flat  on  the 
r^uid,  corered  with  wreck,  or  entirely  fwept  away  when  cut  down.  In  har- 
7e8  1791,  moire  than  20  acres  were  thus  deftroyed  and  loft.  Hereby,  the  Taluc 
^  facb  hnds,  iMWcvcr  rich,  is  greatly  lefiened,  as  fanners  cannot  call  their 
cra^  their  am,  liU  they  are  lecitred  in  tfadr  barns.  There  ace  pleifty  of  tronit 
in  the  abere  waters,  generally  of  a  imall  fiae,  and  rary  in  coloto,  nccer&ig  X» 
tl>e  waters  they  are  caught  in.  Some  (ea-trouu  and  falmon  afe  caught  in  Gar^^ 
Mck;  but  not  in  foch  quantities,'  as  to  bring  much  profit  to  the  proprietor  of 
•ie  wi^er,  thongH  the  price  of  late  years. has  adxanced  from  ifd.  to  3d.  the 
n>^lib. 
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^al  of  this  has  not  been  ma4e.  Bvt  the  grcateft  qumtitj  <if 
grpuml  in  tl|e  p»ri4i»  is  of  a  vary  dificrenC  quality^  nncfa  ist 
cUne4  to  day  of  diferont  cqlfsois,  fuid  pf  a  tillj,  wet  bottonv 
There  is  alfo  a  good  deal  of  iiiois-groaiid»  mt  oqIj  in  the 
hilly  pa|t  of  tiHi  parUb,  but  alfo  in  the  lowrr  paitu  pf  it« 
Som^  pf  ^hicht  l|as  of  la^e^  lyr  a  f^fihle  procefs,  been  brought 
^rapi  i|s  natmral  ftate,  tp  bear  very  good  crppa,  both  of  oats 
ind  g|>fs,  aod  thjs,  >y  digging  it  with  %  fpad^  in  winter,  and 
oxpofing  it  |D  Ifhc  &oft^  ridging  it  np»  and  iiUowing  pro- 
^  drap^  «Ad  i^ro^«»  ^rpv^ing  foin<^  qiii^  liipe  i|poa 
it^  god  liaiTmniig  \\  in  wi(|i  ^e  feed;  Th$  digging  |»peated 
%^  (bmetimes  -j  yeais,  fhen  fo^g  gr^fs-fi^eds  i}pon  it,  either 
^ith  a  Tiew  tq  eat  or  to  Ijpefl,  and  frpm  ifs  no(  being  foraier'* 
ly  wordi  f(  6  4*1  o;  indeed  any  i;l)ing,  the  actCi  by  thjs  prpceb, 
i^  has  l^eqooif  eqnjd  ^  ▼al)lf»  tfi  np^  of  tb«  grpunds  that  Ifc 
•covnd  itf  The  e^Lpen^e  of  digt'**!*  ridgi&gt  and  draioingy 
does  no(  cxgepi  ;^l^  the  j^^  (he fir(t  ye|4r>  {4id ilt  ^s-  the  (wo 
£^owing|  llie  pfoprif^oxf  pf  fi|ch  gronnds^  are  fo  fuUy 
ieniible  of  the  advantages  qf  fpch  a  proceis,  that  in  a  few 
years  it  is  expeded^  that  a  great  part  of  them  will  be  oiad^ 
^  tQ  ^9^  YW:;  ^vA  ^opa  bptb  of  p^  and  gsafi|, 

* 
Dhi/icn  and  RenU.-^Vlithin  thcfe  4q  years  paft,  the  great* 
tft  part,  if  not  almoft  the  whole  of  the  pafiih^  h^s  f^een  en« 
clofed*  Wl^^n  englofing  ^  beg^n,  it  wgs  ^Si^ed  with  fornix 
difficulty,  as  the  a4ioining  heritors  or  tenants,  ^frare  not  only 
unwilling  to  bear  half  of  the  expenfe,  but  could  npt  think  of 
being  dct>riyej[  of  a  ^iberty  jhey  had  Ipijg  Ijecin  gcqiiftpmed  to 
^^^  oi  PSftumg  their  <?attjc  ufqa  $h^  |irighbour!s  g^oimd, 
which  wfia  often  of  fnore  advantage  to  their  cattle,  than  Stedm 
ing  upon  their  own.  But  when  they  got  the  better  of  thefe 
little  tei&tti  view8|  which  they  foon  did,  a  fpirit  of  endpfing 
}i?^  place^  as  they  evidently  perpeiv^di  that  encMuig,  not 
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odj  prcfcrired  every  xnan^s  property  entire,  but  was  nfeful 
to  the  ground  itfelf,  by  keeping  it  from  being  potched  in  vrin^ 
terandfpring;  the  enctefures  keeping  the  ground  warmer, 
uhI  aJbrdii^  ihelter  to  their  catde^  both  in  the  .heat  of  f^m« 
iDer,  and  from  the  cold  in  winter.  SeiAble  of  thefe,  and 
other  adwitages^  em^lofing  went  rapidly  on,  either  at  the  ez^ 
;ea&  ^  the  proprietor^  or  of  his  tenants.  And  fo  eager' 
IttTc  tenants  been,  for  a  long  while  paft,  about  it,  that  they 
bye  not  only  their  grounds  in  ^en^ral  enolofed,  but  properly 
fabdtvidod,  aad  fcruple  not  to  pay  the  intereft  of  the  money, 
t^  pioprietqr  of  the  lands  lays  out  in  fuoh  enclofings,  even 
<•>  5,  and  ibqaetimes  to  7f  per  cent,^  ^uxording  to  the  difierent 
!^Qocs  made.  In  the  low  part  of  the  paiilfa,  the  enclofures 
are  moftly  ditches  of  difierent  widenefs^  and  rows  of  thorns 
ibmttisaes  mixed  widi  foi^e  afli  or  beeches,  which,  when  they 
thrive ,  give  good  ihelter  to  the  ground.  The  moor  farms  of 
tk  parUbi  are  all  endo£pd  Vrith  ftone  fences  of  di&rent  heights. 
The  £aniis,  in  general,  are  not  large  in  the  low  part  of  the 
MHUl  Tbey  feldom  ez^peed  6pL  in  rent,  and  many  let  at  ao], 
i3l.,  and  foaie  even  lower*  The  mo6r  farms  beicg  more  ex« 
Ua&rtj  let  from  lOoL  to  acol.^  and  even  more.  The  grounds 
b  the  Jbw  part  of  the  parifli,  and  that  lie  along  the  waters, 
Ve  aercr  wnted  below  K'I.«  and-fpme  fuch,  are  alfo  rented  at 
iL  ioi»  f|ie  ac|^»  and  fometimes  above  that.  The  grounds 
r^oiinpg  to  th«fe»  and  of  a  different  quality,  are,  in  general, 
•^tedftqm  x%s.  to  15s*  the  acre.  The  moor  farms  where 
(^  is  tolerable  good  grafs,  and  no  heath,  about  7  s.  6d.  the 
^:re.  Ibe  beacb  paftnre  \s  not  geq^rally  let  by  the  acre,  but 
V^famp*  Tlie  valued  rent  of  the  pariih  is  6538 1.  14  s. 
^  9  the  real  rent  about  6350  L  Sterling.  The  number  of  ^ 
^ntocs  ma^  be  sdxiut  90.  Only  one  confiderable  landholder 
r^es,  and  wbp  p^ffefles,  I  fuppofe,  not  much  leis  tlian  onei. 
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third  of  the  pariih.     There  are  alfo  fotne  others  who  pofiefii 
pretty  good  eftates^  of  whom,  fbme  refide. 

Agricuhwre^  &c. — ^The  method  of  farming  is  a  good  deal 
improved  within  thefc  ao  years.   Before  that  period/ fiftrmers 
thought  thej  could  not  plough  enough,  even  thoagh  thej 
had  but  too  frequentlj,  verj  poor  returns  for  their  work  and 
ezpenfe.    But  they  have  feen  their  miftidse.     And  every  in- 
telligent farmer  now  among  us,  feldom  thinks  of  opening  his 
ground,  till  it  has  refted  4,  and  fometimes  6  years,  and  even 
then,  to  enrich  it  with  dung  or  lime.     Tenants,  in  genera], 
are  bound,  and  they  look  on  it  as  no  hardship,  to  have  no 
more  than  a  third  of  their  ground  in  tillage.     Their  outfield 
land,  which,  in  general,  is  well  limed  (to  the  extent  of  160 
boUs  an  acre,  and  fometimes  more,  each  boll  containing  5 
Winchefter  bafliels)  commonly  produces  a  crops  of  oats^  with 
a  crop  of  rye-grafs  fucceeding,  and  is  afterward  turned  %o 
pafture.     The  infield  land  or  crofting,  is  that  on  which  they 
lay  moft  of  the  dung  they  make  from  their  own  cattle  (for 
dung  is  not  to  be  bought)  and  raife  3  crops  from  it,  bear, 
oats,  and  beans,  and  then  return  to  dun^ng  again.     As  bear 
is  a  very  uncertain  crop,  both  by  reafon  of  the  bulk  of  the 
land  being  inclined  to  clay,  and  a  wet  bottom,  and  alfo  to 
the  great  quantity  of  rain  that  generally  &II9,  about  the  end 
of  fununer,  and  the  beginning  of  harveil,  this  being  Hat  cafe, 
many  farmers  have  adopted  another  method,  and,  I  believe, 
much  to  their  advantage,  viz.  of  laying  their  dung  upon  their 
outfield  or  pooreft  ground,  allowing  a  acres  about  the  fame 
quantity  of  dung,  they  would  have  given  to  i  acre  of  bear, 
and  taking  a  crops  of  oats,  and  fometimes  i  of  rye»grafs  hay; 
and  in  this  way,  their  future  gracing  crops  on  fuch  land,  are 
much  improved,  and  the  whole  farm  in  procefs  of  time,  is 
brought  into  a  ftate  of  improvement.   And,  as  maitay  are  fall- 
ing 
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mg  in  nvith  thia  ]netlH)d»  there  is  now  very  little  bear  ratfed 
&r  the  mMiJfjeit,  bat  only  a  fmall  quantity  for  family  ufe.  In- 
deed,  oats  is  the  crop  moft  to  be  depended  on  by  the  £arinerf 
asbemg  a  more  hardy  grain  than  bear^  a  moris  certain  crop, 
ud  always  commanding  a  ready  market.    Feafe  are  feldom 
ibwn.  Though  luxuriant  crops  of  them  can  be  raifed,  yet  the 
nias  that  generally  tail  aboi\t  the  autumnal  equinox,  lays 
them  flat  with  the  ground^  to  the  lofs  of  both  grain  and  fod« 
der.    Beans  are  foiirn  by  many  farmers^  only  in  fmall  quan- 
tities.   From  the  grounds  along  the  water,  large  crops  are 
sot.    Wheat  is  not  fown  by  the  common  farmers,  though 
ibnie  gentlemen  in  the  pariih  fow  it  in  fmall  quantities  for  fa^ 
aiily  ufie,  and  have  returns  from  30  to  40  Winchefter  bufhels 
the  2cre.    It  is  fown.  after  a  fallow  or  potatoe  crop,  and  the 
feed  gcnendly  ploughed  do.wn  with  a  &allow  furrow,  and 
Uglidy  harrowed.     This,  method  is  preferred,  as  hereby  the 
Teed  be^g  deeper  buried^  winter  or  fpring  frofts,  are  not  fo 
ready  to  throw  out  the  plants ;  and  it  is  alfo  thought,  that  if 
tlK  crop  is  luxuriant,  by  having  a  deep  hold  of  the  ground, 
't  is  not  fo  apt  ta  lodge.     Clover-feeds  are  but  feldom  fown« 
A  few  who  fow  them,  after  proper  preparation,  have  found 
great  profit  from  them,  both  in  enriching  their  hay  crops, 
aad  adding  greatly  to  the  value  of  pafture^grafs.     It  can 
icarccly  be  told,  to  what  extent,  an  acre  of  good  red  clover 
win  go,  in  feeding  cows  and  horfes  in  the  houfe,  v/h'en  2  or 
3  cn^a  are  taken  from  it*   .  There  is  furcly  no  fuch  cheap 
vaj  of  feeding  hories  in  fummer,  and  having  plenty  of  milk 
from  a>ws,  as  by  allowing  them  red  clover  in  abundance,  not 
to  laeation  the  dung  that  isL  hereby  faved.    But,  till  cleaniing 
t^  gwmd  from  weeds  by  fallowing,  be  more  frequent  than 
it  is,  little  advantage  will  be  gained  by  fowing  of  clover- 
^^dti.    Fallowing  is  not  praftifed  in  this  parifh  by  common 
*vzQecs,  but  by  a  few  gentlemen  it  is  going  on^  and  whether 
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k  will  ififlaeQce  odi«rs  to  follow  their  ezampley  time  Trill 
Ihow.  If  the/  were  td  adopt  ic»  ccrtaiolj  tfadr  grounds  woaltf 
be  much  better  prepoced  for  fucooediag  crops.  Fhx  is  ibwim 
chicfiy  for  fomily  a£e»  and  bat  feldom  for  markot.  Tamip* 
forming  wa9  onlj  iotroduced  into  the  pariib  laft  year.  Tho 
gentleman  who  introdooed  it^  has  fucoeeded^  himfel^  in  hav- 
ing a  large  crop,  which  probaUj  wiU  induce  others  to  foflo^P^ 
his  example.  Potatoes  is  a  crop  naiverfoUj  raifed  bjr  everjr 
former^  but  feldom  to  an j  farther  eiMot,  4han  barelj  for  the 
fcantj  ufe  of  his  own  fomily.  But  I  have  long  dioaght,  that 
every  farmer  might  profitably  oonfumei  die  doiUde  or  triple 
of  thepoutoes,  he  commonly  raifes.  If  ho  were  to  cuttivnte 
hot  one  acre  yearly,  what  a  large  provifion  does  he  Jby  in  for 
the  fupport  of  man  and  beail  ?  One  acrei  if  properly  coltl-* 
vated,  will,  otk  an  average,  yield  40  boUs,  at  8  Wiochefter 
bafliels  the  boll,  each  buAel  heaped.  And  even*  more  bolb 
will  be  got,  if  the  ground  is  good  on  which  they  are  planted^ 
and  proper  dunging  and  cultivation  given.  I  have  known  a 
large  fomily,  not  under  15,  plentifully  fupj^ed  for  6  months 
in  the  year,  with  a  large  quantity  given  every  day  to  ^  or 
3  borfes  inftead  of  com  in  the  winter  months,  and  alfe  to 
cows  and  poultry,  and  after  all,  felling  5  L  worth  of  them 
that  remained,  and  all  from  the  product  of  i  acre.  No  f nch 
valuable  crop  then  can  be  railed,  and  when  freely  given,  will 
fotten  cows,  horfes,  hogs,  and  poultry,  to  any  degree  you  *de« 
fife.  An  acre  of  potatoes  of  40  boUs,  at  the  low  price  of 
1 8.  the  buihel,  is  16 1.  It  were  to  be  wilbod,  therefore^  that 
formers  were  more  attentive  to  their  intereft,  and  plant  itiore 
potatoes  than  they  commonly  do*.    The  implements  (tf  huf<* 

baxHby 

O  The  common  method  of  planting  this  ro«t,  is  ploughing  tnd  harrowing  the 
ground  once,  aind  doing  the  reft  of  the  work  #ith  the  fpade ;  but  this  method 
k  both  flow  and  expcnfive.    A  better  method  it  adopted  by  sthcrs,  after  ^yitrg 
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landrj /or  casTjring  <«  the  common  method  of  fiirmuig;^  are 
bat  few :  The  old  Scotch  plough,  drawn  with  4  horfes  j  a 
brake  harrow  drawn  bj  a ;  and  common  harrows  fer  «ach 
horiie.  A  few  have  rollers  for  breaking  of  dods  and  Imooth- 
ing  the  gronnd.  Some  gentlemen  in  the  pariih  who  pradile 
feUowiiig  and  tamip-fetming,  have  Englifh,  and  £aft  Conn* 
try  ploughs  of  a-  light  conftmdion,  drawn  bj  a  horfes,  fnd 
X  man  holds  and  drives  the  plough.  But  till  the  ground  un- 
dergo a  different  cultivation  from  what  it  has  yet  dpne,  and 
be  cleared  of  ftones,  with  which  it  abounds,  the  old  Scotch 
plough  muft  be  better  adapted  to  the  prefent  ^ode  of  culti- 
vatioo,  than  the  Engliih  plough  .can  be.  As  the  gr.ain  that  is 
raifed  in  the  pariih  i^  in  general,  consumed  in  it,  ai^  few 
fermecs  hftve  much  to  wanx  after  xQS^ntfining  their  own 
femilies,  this  cannot  be  called  a  jcorn  country,  when  fo 
little  of  their  grain  is  brought  to  market.  The  pariih^  in 
general,  is  better  adapted  for  grafs  than  for  com.  What  a 
pity  then  is  it,  that  better  methods  were  not  fallen  on  to  im« 
prove  the  grals  ?  This  will  not  be  done,  till  the  grojmd  be 
properly  prepared  by  fallowing,  deanfed  well  from  its  old 
Vol.  XIL  N  joots, 

tbe  gimina,  at  leaft,  3  different  p1oug}iiii|s  and  Itartowings,  or  till  properly  pul- 
Taiscd,  furrows  are  made  with  i  horfes  at  the  diftance  of  |  feet,  dung  is  put 
Jsto  the  furrows,  the  potatoes  are  laid,  then  the  furrow  is  filled  up  with  the 
plough,  by  goin^  down  one  fide  and  coming  up  the  other,  and  thereby  giving  fuch 
a  depth  of  covering  as  you  choofe.  An  acre  of  potatoes  can  be  covered  in  tfaia 
way,  with  a  fingle  horfe  and  a  fmall  plou^,  in  6  or  7  hours.  By  the  cultiva- 
tion the  ground  receives  before  planting,  and  2  or  3  more  ploughlngs  after  the 
plasu  appear,  hereby  it  receives  all  the  benefit  that  can  refult  from  a  fallow, 
with  a  drh  crop  to  the  bargain^  and  the  ground  in  order  for  bearing  fome  clean 
and  weighty  cropa.  I  know  a  field  of  about  10  acres,  that  after  this  cultivation, 
has  been  cropped  for  above  20  years,  and  the  crops,  in  general,  rich  and  luzu- 
riant.  The  dung  of  the  farm  is  moAly  employed  on  the  poutoe  crop,  and  the 
roution  of  crops  that  follow,  are,  X.  wheat,  2.  beans,  3.  barley,  and  if  a  little 
dung  can  be  fpared,  the  better ;  4.  oats,  and  then  return  to  potatoes  again.  ^ 
proper  rotation  of  crops,  is  one  way  to  fccure  fnccefs  to  the  farmer. 
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foiottif  tad  proper  gnft-leedi  thrown  into  h.  It  if  \j  gmfo 
Ihat  the  hxmm  ^  prefent  Tf^j%  his  rent ;  all  pains,  tkerefoffe, 
ftmdd  be  taken  to  improTe  it.  For  fonif  years  paft,  the  pro« 
fits  of  die  datrj  haye  been  gr^ ;  «nd  it  mnj  be  fiud  with 
eettain^  (if  we  expept  the  moor  farms)  that  the  rents  of  the 
pariih  are,  in  general,  paid  from  the  batter  and  eheefe  made 
in  it*  The  grazing  famis  in  the  pariih,  are  employed  either 
in  6ttenin^  Highland  oowsi  to  the  extent  of  about  300,  or 
tearing  up  young  ones,  for  the  tenant  himfelf,  or  for  others, 
$sA  at  liie  prices,  from  xas.  to  15s.  for  x  jear  old,  and  from 
20 s.  to  34s.  for  %  and  3  jear  olds,  an^  that  from  the  ift  of 
May  to  the  xft  of  November.  The  fheep  of  heath  farms  in 
the  pariib  are  but  few ;  the  flock  of  the  t^hole  amounting 
to  i^boiit  X300.  The  iheep  are  of  a  fmall  fiae,  ^d-  the  wool 
i^ot  of  a  fine  quality  \  when  fiittened,  are  generally  (<M  t» 
i^tst  Paifley  or  Glafgow  markets*  Few  flieep  are  kept  ^  th9 
]ow  grounds  fince  endofing  took  place  *• 

^  ^^/.•r-Tbe  a^rsgi^  pric«  of  «ttB  U  ss.  be«r  %u  tfd.  b^tley  3a  tfcnis  fti4 
fcsie  51.  94*  wheat  4s. the  l^^iich«ller  bitOiel.  ^ce^  at  flaaghfeer  tixae,  is 4}^^ 
sad  at  Qther  feafoos  4;  d.  aod  6d.  the  lib. ;  veal  from  5d.  to  6d.;  autton  firiMi 
5d.  to  tfd.;  pork  from  sd.  to  6d. ;  lamb  from  sd.  to  6d.  the  li'b^  the  lib.  beiof 
S4  ounces.  The  price  of  a  fat  goofe  is  11.  6d, ;  of  a  tiirkey  Irom  3s.  to  58. ;  of 
a  hen  from  I4d.  to  i6d. ;  of  a  duck  1 8. ;  of  a  chicken  4d. ;  and  eggt  from  4d. 
to  6d.  a-dozen.  Butter  is  (old  from  9  d.  to  rod. ;  ikimmed  milk  eheefe  from  3d.  to 
4d. ;  fweet  milk  from  5d.  to  4d»  the  lib.,  according  to  its  age,  the  lib.  being 
S4  ounces.  The  y^hole  of  the  a^tove  articles  of  provifions,  except  grain,  has  ad« 
vanced  in  price,  at  leaft  one-third,  within  thefe  10  years.  The  average  wages  of 
farm  fervants,  when  they  eat  in  the  houfe,  are  from  xol.  to  X»l.  a-year ;  women 
fenrants  from  4I.  to  5L ;  men  labourers  from  I4d.  to  2od.  a-day,  without  pron- 
lions,  and  accp^din^  as  their  wo^k  is  ;  women  for  hay  working  10  d.  and  reap- 
ing 15  d.  a-day,  without  provifions ;  the  day's  wages  of  a  wright  aod. ;  of  a 
nafon  as.;  and  of  a  tailor  xod.  a^ay,  with  his  meat.  All  thefe  have  neir 
doubled  their  wages  within  thefe  ao  years. 

Sttd'timi  and  ffarve/l.^^Tht  time  of  (owing  wheat  on  a  fal](rw,  is  from  the 
fluddk  of  September  to  the  t&  of  O^ober,  and,  00  potatoe  groondy  from  the 

middle 


C¥iAi  Md  /Tor^/.*— The  eows  and  Itorfes  kept  hjiht  hrm^ 
€rs»  are  ia  pxoportkm  to  the  extent  of  their  fitrmi.  Tb  (lb 
them  juftiee^  thej  do  not  overftock  their  fannS|  as  in  former 
times,  lliej  find  it  their  inteteft^  to  keep  no  tlore  hittle 
than  thqr  can  fully  maintain^  otherwiie^  their  horfes  wonld 
aot  rile  to  the  prices  they  are  at,  nor  their  cotvt  give  fo  mndl 
taiUc  as  they  do.  When  once  a  fBimtr  has  ftocked  himfel!^ 
with  cows»  he  feldom  thinks  of  going  to  milrket  again  fof 
more,  bnt  raifes  up  young  ones  to  fupjdy  the  room  of  thoftf 
that  aie  old,  and  keeps  up  his  ftock  by  his  oWn  rearing.  The 
breed  of  cows  is  greatly  improved  from  what  they  wete*  At 
prefient^  the  farmer  can  fell  his  cows  from  61.  to  z6L  Ster- 
ling, and  fotne  even  at  higher  prices.  Having  fo  much  de- 
pending on  a  good  kind,  they  fpare  iio  pains  or  coft  to  comtf 
at  diam.  The  young  cows,  now  rearing  in  the  pariih,  may 
he  about  500,  andmilch  cows  about  i zoo.  From  each  of 
which,  on  an  arerage^  may  be  got  zl  ftones  of  fweet  milk 
;  N  2  cheefe^ 

ttiddle«rMcibertotliefirft#eekof  N6t«mber.  I  hate  kaown  it  (btm  later* 
mi  htm  a  good  crop.  Tbe  time  of  ibwing  oats,  beaai,  peafe,  and  flax,  from 
tk  ift  of  March  to  tbe  middle  of  April ;  of  bear  or  barley,  and  planting  pota- 
too,  from  the  middle  of  April  to  the  middle  Of  May,  and  tomtps,  from  the  firft 
Week  «f  Janei  to  the  middle  of  it :  later  does  not  anfwer  well  in  this  country. 
The  hanei  generally  begins  about  the  firft  of  September,  and  the  crops  are 
feldom  all  got  in  hefeie  the  middle  of  Odober ;  and  in  cold  and  wet  feafons,  Z 
kave  known  crops  in  the  field  duting  the  whole  month  of  November.  The  farm<- 
en,  in  general,  are  healthy,  fober,  induftrious,  and  thriving ;  and  though  they 
do  not  indnlge  tkemfelves  in  High  living,  yet  they  live  plentifully  on  wholefonie 
frit;  aad  wlm  they  appear  in  public,  the  drefles  both  of  men,  women,  and 
cUdRB,  diow  that  they  have  plenty  at  homt.'-^Tbiriage  has  long  and  jniUy 
been  roaplainrd  of,  as  a  difcoaragement  to  improvement  in  agricnltore.  About 
15  years  ago,  a  part  of  the  pariih  was  freed  from  that  fervitude  by  purchafing 
its  thiilage ;  but  a  oonfiderable  part  (till  remaiiis  fubjefl  to  that  difcouraging 
^^tiau^JhrnniMg  is  mnch  wanted  in  many  parts  of  the  parifli,  and  if  judiciouC 
ij  itlSpntd^  sad  pnporly  ciiacoted,  would  be  a  permanent  and  profiublc  im. 
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cfaeefcy  amounting  in  whole  to  i?,ao3  ftoneSy  the  ftone  bvin^ 
i6  lib.,  and  the  pound  14  ounces.  The  cheefe,  in  generaU  i« 
of  as  good  a  quality  as  any  made  in  the  weft  countrj,  and  Is 
moftlj  fold  in  the  Greenock,  Paifley^  and  Glafgow  markets. 
The  horfes  raifed  in  the  parifli  are  but  few.  Thofe  kept  by 
the  farmers,  arc  generally  young,  and  of  a  large  fize.  The 
conraidn  methcAi  of  fiipplying  themfelves  is,  they  buy  them 
when  a  or  3  years  old^  from  the  yearly  market  at  Lanark^ 
where  large  quantities  are  fold  of  all  fixes.  They  keep  them 
for  I  or  a  years,  and  with  the  eafy  work  of  ploughing  their 
farms',  with  little  more  work  they  put  them  to,  this  with 
good  feeding,  raifes  them  to  a  large  fize,  and  then  they  fell 
them^  often  at  double  the  prices  they  bought  them  at ;  and  in 
this  way  many'  farmers  have  confiderably  increafed  their 
ftock.  Many  fuch  horfes  have  of  late  been  fold  from  32  L 
to  40 1.     The  amount  of  horfes  in  the  pariih  may  be  about 

Aoads  and  Bridges. — The  great  roads  in  the  parifli  are,  by 
a  proper  attention  of  the  trufteed,  in  good  reprair,  and  all 
made  by  the  ftatute-labour.  The  by-roads  will  probably  alfo 
foon  be  attended  to.  And,  as  to  bridged,  few  pariflies  can 
boaft  of  having  fo  many  ;  no  fewer  than  9,  great  and  fmalJ^ 
are  to  be  found  within  half  a  mile  of  the  village,  and  thofe 
moftly  built  at  the  expenfe  of  the  pariih,  which  (hows  a  pro- 
per attention  to  their  own  fafety,  as  well  as  that  of  travellers ; 
^nd  mucfi  to  their  credit  furely  it  is,  as  the  village  cannot  be 
approached  without  eroding  fome  water  or  burn^  and  on  each 
of  which  a  bridge  is  to  be  found. 

Stipend^  School^  Poor,  &c. — There  Are  ^  clergymen  in  the 
village  of  Dairy,  the  miniAer  of  the  Eflabliihed  Church, 
of  the  Antiburgher,  and  the  Burgher  Seceders,  both  of  whom 

were 
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vere  eftsbliihed  lately  in  the  parifli.  There  are  no  Epifcopal^ 
io  RoQfaa  Catholics.  The  patron  is  Mr.  Blair  of  Blair.    The 
manfe  and  offices  were  buUt  in  1766;  the  church  in  17  71  ^ 
iod  ax»  excellent  fchool-houfe  fit  to  accommodate  ico  children^ 
with  aa  boi^e  to  the  fchoolmafter,  in  1790.   AU  which  build- 
ings are  m  good  order  and  repair.     The  ftipend,  one  year 
«ith  another,  is  about  97l.>  induding  50].  Scots  for  com- 
monioa  elements,  and  exclufive  of  manfe,  and  a  glebe  of  about 
7  Scots  acres  arable.     The  fchoolmafter's  falarj  is  81 1.  zo  s* 
Scots,  he  has  a  fchool-hou£b,  dwelling* houfe,  and  garden.  The 
ground  occupied  for  the  fame,  was  a  prefent  of  12  falls,  made 
bj  David  late  Earl  of  Glafgow,  to  tha  heritors,  about  the 
year  1725.     The  fchoolmafter  has,  at  an  average,  about  60 
fcholars  through  the  year.  He  teaches  Latin,  French,  £ng|iib, 
and  Arithmetic;  is  fefBon-clerk ;  has  the  charge  of  the  poor's 
mmey  ;  has  perquifites  from  marriages  and  baptifms.     The 
amount  of  his  living,  on  the  whole,  may  be  about  30 1.,  a 
fum  furely  too  inconfiderable  to  encourage  a  man  of  educa- 
tion and  ability,  to  undertake  fuch  a  laborious  and  uieful 
charge.    And  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  heritors,  not  only  in  this, 
but  in  other  parishes,  will  foon  be  inclined  to  hold  out  better 
encouragement  to  fuch  an  ufeful  fet  of  men.     There  is  alfo  a 
private  fchool  in  the  village,  which  has,  at  an  average,  about 
30  attending  it  j  befides  fome  private  fchools  in  the  country 
part  of  the  pariih. — The  number  of  poor  who  are  maintaia* 
ed  weekly  from  the  poor's  funds,  may,  at  an  average,  be  about 
I  a,  befides  others  who  are  occafionally  fupplied.     They  are 
fapported  by  the  coUedions  on  Sunday,  mortcloth  money, 
and  the  intereft  of  a  fmall  ftock  they  have  on  hand.     Ths 
yearly  fum  expended  may  be  about  54 1.  There  has  not  beer, 
for  many  years  paft,  one  in  the  parifh  that  has  gone  about 
begging,  yet  plenty  of  fuch,  from  other  pariihes,  are  conti- 
nually infeiling  us.    Though,  what  our  own  poor  get  froti^ 

the 
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the  ptriilNfiindfl,  may  not  always  be  fuiBeieiit  fbUy  CO  nUiSh 
tain  them,  yet,  by  their  own  little  indaftry,  with  wkat  tlm^ 
get,  they  are  enabled  to  live  with  fome  degree  of  ooonfiy^ 
And,  in  cafes  of  old  age  and  ficknefs,  more  v^^  provaficMi 
are  made  for  diem.  From  is  to  as«  a-week  is  genendlj-  ai 
lowed«  And  all  this  is  condnded  by  the  advice  of  the  fieffio^ 
who  make  it  their  bnfinefs  to  inquire  into  every  one's  part^ 
colar  neceffities ;  and  this  they  do  with  the  greateft  atteatiM 
Orphans  and  idiots  are  generally  boarded  at  die  yearly  ea 
penfe  of  4I.,  and  fometimes  a  litde  more.  The  pariih  ha 
not  been  aflefled  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor,  lb  far  bac^ 
as  can  be  remembered. 


Baptifms  in  the  year, 

Marriages  in  ditto,     ^  at  an  average,  may  be  about 

Burials  in  ditto. 


Coahy  Lime^  &c, — ^There  arc  3  coal  pits  generally  going,  witfa^j 
in  lefs  than  a  mile  of  the  village.  Coals  are  not  fold  by  th^ 
weight,  but  by  a  meafure  called  a  hutch,  4  of  which  fills  a  cart^ 
fufficient  for  an  ordinary  horfe  to  draw,  and  the  cart  is  boughl 
at  the  pit  for  2  s.  The  fcams  of  coal  are  difierent  in  thicki 
nefs  at  the  difierent  pits,  from  27  inches,  to  5  feet  4  inches^ 
The  pits  are  not  deep,  from  3  to  2  i  fathoms.  Coals  abouiK^ 
fp  much  in  fome  parts  of  the  pariih,  that  farmers,  in  digging; 
their  ditches,  often  difcover  a  thin  feam,  which  they  dig  out 
for  die  ufe  of  their  families,  and  fometimes  alfo  in  fuch  quan-* 
titles,  as  are  employed  in  burning  limeftones  for  their  farms 
Limeftones  alfo  abound  in  many  parts  of  the  pariih,  in  feanns 
of  oonfiderable  thicknefs.  Thcfe  are  fold  at  different  prices, 
according  to  the  trouble  that  attends  the  working  them,  and 
in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  lime  they  produce.  The  low- 
tft  price  is  3  d.,  and  the  higheft  7  d.  for  a  cart-load,  or  as  ma* 

^1 
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If  as  (Mie  horfe  can  draw.  A  chalder  of  lime,  or  80  Win« 
^fter  bulkelsy  is  generally  got  from  4  fuch  carts*  Farmers 
puerally  bum  their  own  lime  for  the  ufe  of  the  farm.  Lime, 
ihen  bought  from  thofe  who  prepare  it  for  fale,  is  got  for 
is.  8  d.  for  the  farm,  and,  when  prepared  for  building,  at  8  s. 
k  chalder.  Owing  to  the  plenty  and  cheapnefs  of  lime,  a  free 
ifc  is  made  of  it  by  former :(,  this  being  the  only  manure  that 
an  be  com^e  at,  as  no  dung  can  be  bought,  and  no  marl  aa 
fet  difcovered,  fo  as  to  become  of  general  ufe.  Peat  alfo  a* 
^unds  in  many  parts  of  the  pariih,  fo  that  noany  fiEtnners  pro* 
ride  themfdves  with  fuch  large  quartities,  as  to  depend  almoft 
^oQy  upon  it  for  fuel.  Peats,  when  fold,  are  at  14  d.  or 
t5d.  the  cart;  and  the  cart  is  fo  oonftrufted,  as  to  hold  a  large 
pantityy  no  meafure  being  in  ufe  for  fuch  an  article.  They 
irho  live  Ht  a  diftaiice  from  the  mofs,  proYide  only  a  ftnall 
pantity.  Peats  are  generally  employed  in  heating  of  milk 
Ew  checfe-making,  and  in  drying  all  kinds  of  grain  for  ibm 
tain.  There  is  plenty  of  iron-ftone  in  feveral  parts  of  the  pfli* 
rifli,  but  none  of  it  as  yet  wrought* 

MMmfaBures.^^Thdt  are  moftly  confined  to  die  village. 
Borne  years  ago,  when  the  filk  manufadure  flouriflied,  there 
irere  above  too  filk  weavers  in  the  village,  befides  a  few  ia 
the  comsCty  part  ot  the  pariih ;  and  thefe  were  generally  cm* 
ployed  by  the  filk  manufaAurers  b  Paifley  orf^hlgow.  But 
Dow  the  number  of  facb  weavers  is  greatly  reduced,-  and  cot* 
bo  weavmg  has  become  the  chief  trade  of  the  place.  I  hav« 
ken  at  ibme  pains  to  find  out  the  numbers  of  mcft,  women, 
tod  children  now  employed  in  the  different  faraaches  of  filk 
lad  cotton  working  ;  and  they  are  as  follows :  ' 

Silk  weavers,  •  •  •  *  36 

Women  to  preps^re  the  filk  yam  for  the  loom,        -        8 

Cotton 
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dottoo  weavera,  -  m  -  •  xc^ 

Women  and  children  to  prepare  the  yarn  for  the  loom,  12; 

Some  more  than  a  year  ago^  a  few  belonging  to  the  parii 

began  the  fpinniog  of  cotton  on  mnle  jennies^  which  they  aj 

fiill  doing,  having  15  conftantlj  going,  and  a  finall   card;r 

mill  which    goes  by  water,  for  prepai^tion.     And  as   the 

mean  to  extend  their  work  to  the  number  of  30  jennies,  the 

are  now  building  a  carding  mill  on  a  larger  (cale,  to  go    I 

water,  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  preparation  for  the  abo^ 

number.    The  cotton  yarn  is  not  manufa&ured  in  the  plac 

but  is  fent  to  the  Paiiley  or  Glafgow  markets.     Thofe  at  pr 

fjcnt  employed  in  the  above  work,  including  men,  women,  ai 

children,  may  be  sAout  50  ;  end  when  the  work  is  double 

thofe  employed  will  be  in  proportion.    There  is  in  the  irj 

lage,  and  country  part  of  the  pariih,  a  liifficient  number 

common  weavers,  iboemakers,  finiths,  wrights,  tailora,  «] 

diofe  who  fell  grocery  goods,  and  all  kinds  of  men  and  women 

apparel,  of  the  bed  and  fineft  kind.   And  as  to  ale  and  velij 

ky>houfes,  of  them  there  are  more  than  is  neceflary,  to  tl 

great  prejudice  of  the  temporal  interell  and  morals  of   t( 

many,  and  efpecially  of  thofe  who  can,  with  eafe,  earn  fro 

OS.  to  3  s.  a-day  \  the  profperity  of  fuch  perfons  oftei^    d 

ftroys  them.     The  village  is  a  moil  convenient  fitaatioia    f 

manufaftt^es,  on  account  of  its  healthy  fituation,  eafj  rem 

and  cheap  fuel,  when  compared  with  many  places  iai    tl 

neighbourhood.     And  for  carrying  on  a  bleaching  bnfiaefs 

fuppofe  a  more  convenient  fituation  cannot  be  found,  faia.vii 

fo  many  flceams  of  water  all  around  1  but  nothing  of  this  Juj 

has  as  yet  been  tried. 

Po/»&f  foii«-«According  to  Dr.  Webfier's  rcjport,  the  tsiM 
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kfr  6f  fouls  theo  was  1498.    The  prelent  ftate  of  pfoputition; 
irom  a  lift  that  was  latdj  taken,  i%  as  follows  : 

Exaoiidable  perfdns  in  the  coiuitrjr  part  of  the  parifh,  9O4 
Not  examinable  (f.  €•  all  below  6  or  7  years  old)  in  do.  aSz 
Hxamioable  in  the  villagt,         •  .  •  607 

Notexaoiinable  in  do.  I  «  L  *  107 


aooo 
The  above  lift  inclndes  Seceders« 


In  the  country  part  of  the  parith;  the  popOilation  has  de-^ 
creafed  during  the  laft  36  years,  owing  to  the  enlarging  of 
grazing  EafinSy  by  which  many  tenants  and  cottagers  were  dif- 
lodged.  But  in  the  abore  period,  the  village  has  incrcafed  ioL 
population  almoft  double.  And  in  the  fame  period,  Che  pa^^ 
tifli  has  incteafed  iii  population.  Ox  lead  3^0.  And  as  th^ 
villago  has  thus  increafed  in  popuktion,  fo  houfes  have  been 
built  in  proportion.  So  that  now,  a  number  of  new  dated  and 
well  finifbed  houfcs  may  be  feen,  fnited  to  the  nfalsufadure^ 
that  are  going  on* 

Mineral  Spring f  &c.-*§ome  years  ago,  fey  boriiig  in  fearch  of 
coal,  was  raifed  a  very  itrong  fulphureous  fprix^,  at  9  fa- 
thoms depth,  that  hflis  been  ufcd  with  fuccefs  in  fcorbtttic,. 
eruptive,  and  ulcerous  diforders,  and  it  fiontiachic  ^omplaints*^ 

Ctf«#.— -In  the  fiarm  of  Auchinikeithi  and  on  the  fide  of  a 

limeflooe  crag,  is  a  remarkable  cave,  fcooped  by  the  hand  of 

Vol.  XII.  a  nature. 

•  AatifvUits '-"Tiiat  U  adjoining  tTic  village,  art  artificial  motant  called 
CeothilJ.  It  is  of  a  conical  figure,  of  coofidcrable  lieigfat  and  thickneis/  add 
tvaj  way  regular  in  its  lhap«.  It  has  been  bond  with  iron  rod»  to  a  confider- 
dikdeptli,  and  /oond  to  be  wholly  made  up  of  earths    The  deiign  of  thcTe 
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nature.     It  ts  44  feet  above  the  bed  of  a  rivulet^  is  coverec^ 
t^ith  30  feet  of  rock  and  earth,  and  crowned  with  wood.    The 
entrance  is  adorned  with  h  vaft  prominent  rock  27  feet  broad^ 
and  30  long,  (loping  a. little  upward.     The  inward  ftfufiure 

is- 

ffloubts,  wLtch  arc  not  utkcommon,  maf  bs'  guefied  at  by  antiqiuriei.  Tbey 
are  generally  ruppofed  to  be  places  where  the  ancient  barons  held  their  cooits  of 
law,  gave  mders  to,  and  harangued  their  retainers,  and  where  they  frequently' 
covered  rhe  remains  of  a  departed  CKriltlan.  There  is  to  be  found  the  remains 
<>f  a  ruin,  called  a  Chapel,  fuppofed  to  be  a  Rotnidi  one.  Lately  a  cxim  of 
ilones  was  removed  from  the  top  of  a  hill,  called  Lawhill,  and  there  was  ibtznd 
a  ftone  coffin  containing  hutnan  bones.  About  16  years  ago,  on  icniovin^  a 
ISKge  heap  of  earth  and  Aooet,  there  was  fooad  a  (lone  coffin,  wish  3  or  4  anL% 
containing  burnt  bones.  Hie  urns  are  faid  to  have  had  letters  or  figures  on 
thctn,  but  were  broken  by  the  workmen  in  hopes  of  treafure.  Campbill,  near 
the  borders  t>f  the  pariih  of  Largs,  is  faid  to  be'.the  place,  where  the  Scots  army, 
under  Alexander  HI.  encamped,  previons  to  the  battle  of  Largs  xstfj.  Between 
tlj^at  and  Largs  is  Roatdoiubum,  fuppofed  to  derive  its  name  from  a  detachment 
of  King  Haco  of  Denmark's  army,  being  there  attacked  and  put  to  the  rout» 
and  that  Ann^  is  a  contra^ion  of  Dane.  What  renders  this  more  probable,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Routdon-burti,  is  a  large  cairn,  upon  removing  part  of  which,, 
lately  was  difcovered  a  ftone  coffin.  The  knighu  Templars  had  laxuls  in  thi& 
pariih,  and  are  called  Temple  lands  at  this  day.«^Andently,  there  were  % 
churches  inrthe  pariih;  the  one  on  the  ea(t,  the  other  on  the  weft  of  the  TiUagVy 
and  little  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  nril(r  diftant  from  the  prefent  church.  With- 
ia  thefe  laA  40  years  paft,  t!>e  remains  of  the  eaft  church  have  been  fecn  by 
ibm;  now  livifig.  The  weft  churtb,  though  no  remains  of  the  building  can  be 
traced,  yet  frOm  a  piece  of  ground  being  there,  ftill  called  the  old  glebe,  it  is 
probable  the  church  may  have  ftood  near  to  it.  This  old  glebe,  was  ezcfasiigcd 
about  80  years  ago,  for  the  prefent  one.  At  what  period  the  a  churches  were 
iinited,  and  the  church  firft  built  where  tHe  prefent  one  now  ftands,  is  uncer- 
fain,  bur  thought  to  have  been  between  the  years  rdoo  and  x5o8.  No  aug. 
mentation  of  ftipend  of  Dairy  fSnce  1(50;  when,  at  the  ioftance  of  Mr.  Ro» 
bert  BeU^  ther.  mlniftex^  purfuer,  the  (Upend  was  then  fixed  at  what  it  now  is. 
The  detrree  bean  to  have  proceeded  on  an  agreement  between  Blair  of  Blair^ 
tackiincn  of  the  tefods  of  the  pariih,  by  tack  granted  to  him  by  Johti,  Arch, 
hiihop  of  St.  Andrew's,  Gonuncndator  of  Kiiiwioniag,  dated  the  laft  day  of  May 
z6itf,  and  a  commiffions  fimra  the  preibytery  of  Irvine,  in  name  and  behalf  of 
Mi.  BeU  thi  purfuer.-^The  moftcs  in  the  lew  part  of  the  pari0iy  do* evidently 
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ii  iikeGotbic  arched  work^  fupported  with  irafij  columns  and 
botrefles.  Its  width  Tarlea  in  different  places  from  5  to  7p 
feec ;  its  height  from  5  to  la  feet ;  sod  its  length,  Xo  far  zs^ 
ii  acceiUblej  is  about  183  feet*     About  the  middle  of  it  is  a 

O  a  fpacious 

cover  tbe  remains  of  ancient  foreHs.  Trees  of  differem  fpecies  and  dimenfions 
are  often  found,  fome  of  them  vezj  Urge,  particularly  oak  and  elm,  whicH  are 
tU  prerailing  kinds,  and  ufually  broken  off  near  the  roots,  and  lie  along  in  a 
direaion  from  S.  W.  to  N.  £.  The  roots  all  ftand  in  a  perpendicular  poilure, 
and  as  clofe  as  the  roots  of  trees  in  a  foreft.  Ail  the  limeltone  quarries  abounA 
▼ith  marine  petrifadHons  of  numerous  ▼ari:ties,  and  incumbent  on  fome  fnch 
gurries,  is  a  bed  of  ftone  marl  from  j  to  5  feet  depth.  It  has  been  aAaly2ed 
and  found  to  contain  from  30  to  50  parts  of  calcareous  earth,  and  falls  foon  to 
powder  when  expoied  to  XUn  and  weather.  No  proper  trial  of  it  as  a  manoitt 
bas  been  made. 

hCfieOaagous  Ob/ervationj  -»Tt  is  thought  by  many,  that  fhe  Clyde  and  fes 
3t  Irrine  or  Saltcoau  might  be  connedled  with  a  Canal,  -and  that  from  the  level 
naiare  of  the  intervening  ftrath,  and  plentiful  fupply  of  water  Co  be  got  from 
tbc  lochs  of  Lochwinnoch  and  Kilblmy ;  and  as  coal  much  abounds  in  many 
piTU  of  that  ftrath,  it  might  be  conveyed  to  thofe  towns  near  to  which  the 
Canal  aught  go,  perhaps  on  much  eafier  term^,  than  otherwife  they  can  be  pro- 
vided, with  many  other  articles  that  would  be  conveyed  through  fuch  a  long 
"•ai  fertile  part  of  the  country.— From  the  fmall  number  of  (beep  in  the  parilh, 
iJtJt  attention  has  yet  been  paid  to  the  improvement  of  the  breed,  or  wool.  In 
tU  fbeep  farms  no  attention  has  been  paid.  In  the  low  part  of  the  pariib, 
aiary  farmers  keep  from  a  to  half  a-dozen  of  flieep,  that  feed  with  their  milch 
f  ows,  thefe  are  generally  of  a  mixed  breed  betw|en  Scotch  and  Knglifh,  of  a 
larger  fize  (from  12  to  14  lib.  a  quarter)  and  the  wool  of  a  much  finer  quality 
^a  what  is  got  from  the  fmall  moor  ihecp,  and  will  bring  one-third  more  when 
^id.  I  have  known  10  or  la  Englilli  pound%  and  fometimes  more,  got  from 
t^eta.  The  number  of  fuch  in  the  pariih,  may  be  about  ioo.««xLateIy  died  in 
the  paiiih,  a  couple  who  had  been  married  52  years,  both  were  above  80  years 
•U,  74  boon  only  intervened  between  their  deaths,  and  both  were  buried  in 
tt»  crave.  Died  in  the  parifli,  in  Z789,  a  woman  about  60  years  of  age.  She 
fcad  been  thrice  married*  By  her  firft  huiband  (he  became  pregnant,  and  her 
>a;&s  came  icverely  upon  her,  about  the  ordinary  time ;  but  flie  was  not  de- 
^»cred.  She  continued  ever  after  to  have  the  appearance  of  pregnancy.  Hey 
ig^  halfaasd  dying,  (he  vras  again  married  to  a  farmer,  who  alfo  died  in  a  few 

years. 
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fpacious  opening,  35  feet  long,  1%  feet  wide,  tnd  it  high 
The  whde  internal  fnriace  is  wtouflj  indented.  Its  floor  u 
nearly  drj ;  its  fides  and  oomers  run  off  into  many  ecevices  \ 
and  its  roof  b  emblazoned  by  cplcareoua  iocroftations. 


N  U  HI, 


^evs.    ^he  wu  UfUj  married  ^  another  farmer,  about  the  year  X77«.    He 
^ed  in  1788,  and  flie  funriyed  him  about  y  months.    She  was  of  a  full  hibit  of 
fiodjy  and  enjoyed  good  health,  till  about  5  months  before  her  death,  when  Ihe 
])egan  to  fall  off  much,  was  cpnfined  to  her  bed,  and  her  legs  fwelled.    Her 
pregnant  appearance  fiiU  remained,  and  fhe  told  fome  of  her  neighbours,  that 
about  33  years  ago,  (he  eipe^led  to  be  delivered,  and  felt  life  and  motion  in 
the  child.    This  excited  the  defire  of  the  furgeons  to  ha^  her  body  opendft  af> 
ter  her  death.    ]>aTe  was  granted  by  her  friends,  to  a  flulful  forgeon  in  Beith 
to  open  her.    But  he  not  coming  at  the  appointed  time,  two  perfons  of  final  I 
Ikill  and  esperience,  performed  the  operation  in  a  coarfe  manner,  and  could  not 
give  a  proper  account  of  the  fituatioo  in  which  they  found  the  foetus.    They, 
however,  did  find  a  child  come  to  maturity,  and  in  a  perfe^  ftate  of  prefcrni* 
tion.    It  was  immediately  laid  on  the  table,  before  more  than  a  dosen  of  people 
that  were  prefent.    The  operators  were  allowed  to  carry  it  away ;  and  I  law  it 
tfterward  myfelf.    The  incruitation  round  it  was  tough,  and  of  a  homy  ap- 
jpearance  when  I  faw  it,  and  in  laying  the  incniftation  open,  it  appeared  one  of 
the  chihTs  arms  had  been  harmed.    I  heard  it  was  afterward  in  the  pofleflion 
of  the  late  Dr.  William  Hamilton,  and  Mr.  Monteath  furgeon,  Glafgow,  for 
fome  time,  who  took  a  drawing  of  it,  as  the  perfons  who  extra^ed  it,  would , 
not  part  with  it,  but  at  an  cttravagant  price.    I  have  alfo  heard,  that  foqie  o{^ 
the  medical  gentlemen  at  Edinburgh,  ate  in  pofleffion  of  it  at  this  tery  time.    | 
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BYTERT   OF  GlASOOW. 


By  the  Rev^  Mr,  John  Burks. 


Extent,  Soil,  Surface,   He. 

'T^HE  citj  of  Gkfgow,  and  the  barony  pariibj  till  the  jeat 
15959  made  but  one  parilb.  Bat  population  having 
fo  moch  io€xeafed,  that  it  was  inconvenient  £or  the  inhabit 
taots  of  the  town  and  country  to  meet  in  one  place,  thej  wen 
at  that  tiaie  disjoined ;  and  the  landward  part  of  the  pariffli, 
ss  diflinguilhed  from  the  town,  was  called  the  barony*  This 
psriih  is  both  large  and  populous,  extending  from  a  to  5  or  6 
aiilet  around  the  city  of  Glafgow,  except  on  the  fonth  fide* 
The  foil  is  various.  In  Ibme  places  it  is  a  rich  clay,  in  others 
a  light  bnd :  towards  the  N.  and  N*  £.,  it  is  a  cold  clay,  or 
(poDgy  and  moorifli,  but  confideraUy  improTcd  by  the  atten- 
turn  paid  to  draining,  liming,  and  a  better  mode  of  culttvmtioa 
fdopicd  by  the  farmers  j  ftill,  howereri  there  is  much  room 

for 
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for  Improvements,  and  thefe  are  carrying  on  with  confidcraUe 
fpirit  in  different  parts.  Though  there  are  no  high  hilb  in 
the  pariih,  there  are  anany  heaotifnl  fwdls,  which  greatly  di- 
▼erfify  the  appearance*  and  add  much  to  the  beauty  of  the 
country.  On  the  banks  of  Clyde,  at  Weflthom,  and  in  many 
other  places,  the  landfcape  is  rich,  various,  and  delightful. 
The  river  winding  through  richly  cultivated  fields,  and  fre- 
quently loft  among  the  trees,  which  grow  upon  its  banks ; 
inttrfper&d  with  many  gentlemen's  houfes,  and  the  large  and 
populous  city  of  Glafgow,  with  its  numerous  fpires  and  ve- 
nerable cathedral,  prefent  to  the  eye  various  finking  views, 
and  fill  the  mind  with  the  pleafing  ideas  of  induftry,  wealtli, 
fecurity,  and  happinefs* 

Climate  and  Difeafisn — ^The  climate  is  temperate,  the  air 
healthy,  though  rather  moifi,  when  compared*  with  the  eaftern 
parts  of  Scotland,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  live  to  an  ad* 
vanced  age,  though  at  prefent  there  are  none  above  90  jrears 
old.  The  difeafes  mod  prevalent  are  confumptions  and  fe« 
vers ;  which  lad,  for  want  of  proper  attention  to  cleanlinefs, 
and  a  free  circulation  of  frefli  air,  prove  fo  infcftious,  as  ge- 
nerally to  go  through  the  whole  family,  and  relapfes  are  very 
frequent.  The  common  people,  however,  are  now  beginning 
to  be  more  attentive  than  formerly  to  the  cleanlinefs  and  ven- 
tilation of  their  houfiss.  Indeed,  from  the  increale  of  trade, 
and  of  wealth  among  them,  their  houfdB,  and  the  whole  ftyle 
of  Uieir  living  is  much  improved  within  thefe  few  years* 
This  feafon  the  fmall-pox  has  been  very  frequent  among  the 
children,  ^nd  vaft  numbers  have  died.  Inoculation  is  yet  £sur 
from  being  generally  praAifed,  though  the  nnreafonable  pre«« 
judices  entertained  agatnft  it  are  gradually  wearing  off.  In 
the  villages,  the  great  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  bemg  employed 
in  manufadures,  many  of  them  are  very  fubjed  to  ^tule^cy* 

and 
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ind  the  difetfes  incident  to  fedeiitary  people.  And  the  wea- 
Ten,  pirobablj  from  the  want  of  due  circulation  bj  the  pref- 
(ure  of  the  feat^  are  rerj  often  nifiided  with  what  they  call 
fore  legs,  or  bad  olcers  in  their  legs^  very  diiEcult  to  be  heaU 
cd«  lioie- water  has. been  nfed  of  late  in  many  cafes  with 
great  (occefs. 

MineralSpringSyand  Minerats^'-TYitTt  arechalybeatc  fprings 
SI  different  parts  of  the  parilh,  particalarly  on  the  fide  of  the 
river  Clyde,  above  Rutherglen  bridge.  At  Anderfton  there 
is  a  fpring  which  contains  one  grain  of  mineral  alkali  or  foda 
in  th«  pint  of  water.  And  at  Northwoodfide,  there  is  a  fnl« 
phnreoDS  fpring  upon  the  fide  of  the  river  Kelvin,  which  for* 
merlj  Was  often  ufed,  it  is  fiiid,  with  fuccefs,  in  fcorbntic  dif- 
orders.  Bat  for  a  confiderable  time  pail  no  attention  has  been 
paid  to  it,  and  the  water  of  the  river  now  runs  into  it.  This 
pariib  abounds  with  coal  of  an  excellent  quality,  and  fold  at 
a  very  rcafonable  price,  being  laid  down  in  the  city  of  Glaf- 
gow,  at  the  rate  of  3  s.  pd.  the  cart  of  12  cwt.  This  cheap- 
nefs  of  fuel  is  of  the  utmoft  importsince  to  the  comfort  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  the  thriving  of  manufadures :  And  as  the 
fields  of  coal  in  the  neighbourhood  are  immenfe,  it  is  to  he 
hoped  the  price  will  always  continue  fo  moderate  as  to  pre- 
krve  to  Glafgow  the  fuperioriry  (he  at  prelent  enjoys  above 
mod  places.  Indeed,  were  the  price  of  fuel  to  be  raifed  fa 
high  as  to  injure  the  manufi£tares,  the  coal-owners  themfelves 
woold  equally  foffer.  The  value  of  the  coal  produced  from 
the  different  mines  may  amount  to  about  30,000 1.  annually. 
Thofc  belonging  to  James  M'Nair,  Efq.  of  Shettlefton,  pro4 
duce  from  5C00  1.  to  6000 1.  Sterling  annually  *. 

*  Oa  Im  cckUiery,  the  firft  fteam-engine  for  drawing  off  the  water  from  the 
«oal^ts,  was  crcdled,  in  the  year  17^4.  x Since  that  tin;?  nrar  20  ft?ain. engines 

Uvc 
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MaaUfaOures^-^The  weaving  manufadurc  is  ciinied  on  t4 
Hl  great  extent  in  this  pariQi,  there  being  at  prefent  upwards  of, 
3000  looms  employed.  Within  thefe  zo  years^  however,  this 
branch  of  manufafture  has  undergone  an  almoft  total  change* 
Before  that  time,  they  were  employed  in  lawQS,  fltirtingt 
check,  and  handkerchiefs,  linen  handkerchiefs  for  printing,  andl 
blounks,  coniiiling  of  linen-warp,  and  cotton-weft,  which  were 
printed  for  deck-handkerchiefs,  gowns,  and  bed-fomiture. 
Bat  now  they  are  almoft  wholly  in  the  mafiin  line,  very  few 
lawns  or  checks  being  mtnufiEiAared  in  this  place.  Though 
the  muflin  trade  has  been  but  lately  eftabltflied,  yet  it  has  al^ 
xeady  rifcn  to  great  perfedion.  And  were  the  importation 
of  Eaft  India  niuflins  in  fome  meafure  reftrained,  and  the  fine| 
cotton  wool  brought  home,  it  is  impoi&ble  to  fay  to  what  ez« 
tent  this  branch  might  be  carried,  and  how  much  this  coun<> 

IftTC  been  fet  up  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Glafgow.  There  m  fevenl  ItMtt  of 
(cams  of  coal  of  diffetent  thickneflfrs,  and  at  different  diftfticei  from  one  an- 
other. Thefe  ail  lie  nearly  parallel  to  each  other,  but  not  parallel  to  the  fur- 
face  of  the  earth,  having  their  dip,  as  it  is  termed  by  the  collien,  or  their  de. 
cUnation  towards  the  fiver  Clyde,  and  rifmg,  as  you  retire  from  the  river,  near- 
tr  to  the  furface  of  the  earth  till  they  crop  out.  And  what  is  very  temarkable', 
the  feams  of  coal  on  the  other  lide  of  Clyde,  alfo  have  their  dip  towards  ixi 
bed ;  fo  that  the  ftrata  on  the  different  fules  of  the  river,  inftead  of  lying  in  the 
ikme  plane,  are  inclined  to  each  other  at  a  certain  angle.  In  fome  pits,  tlie 
ftrata  of  coal  are  of  the  foUovring  thickneflcs :  ift,  The  upper  coal  from  4  ti 
4i  feet  thick:  2d,  £ll-coal  from  a|  to  3  feet :  And  3d,  Main  coal  ft-om 4)  ta 
5)  feet.  Thefe  are  the  only  ieams  that  have  sfi  yet  been  wrought.  Above  the 
coal  there  lies  a  thin  but  very  rich  ftratum  of  iron-ftonc.  Till  within  thefe 
few  years  that  the  Clyde  iron- works  wci>  ere(5led  on  the  borcfcn  of  ^  pariih, 
tiie  whole  iron-ftone  in  thh  part  of  the  ccumtry  was  difregnrded,  and"  f»metimfs 
j^ved  a  gr^at  Incumbrance.  Now,  it  is  a  fourcc  of  Wealth,  and  gives  em- 
yloyment  to  feveral  hands  in  this  parifli.  Befides  coal  and  iron-ftonp,  there  arc 
beds  of  very  good*  frce-ftone,  particularly  at  Foffit,  much  ufed  in  the-  city  c^ 
Glafgow  for  building  and  flagging  the  fuIcs  of  the  ftrccts.  And  On  the  eaft  W"" 
of  the  fir  park  adjoining  to  the  city,  there  is  a  large  whiniloiic  quarry,  Tvhre:.' 
til  the  ilones  ufed  for  paving  the  fticcts  have  been  brought. 
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try  migbt  be  benefited  by  it.  But  as  the  manufaftures  of  this 
parifli  are  immediately  conneftcd  vrith  the  city  of  Gkfgow, 
ihey  will  be  more  properly  and  fully  treated  of  there.  It  is 
therefore  unneceflary  to  {ay  any  thing  fardier  of  them  ia  this 
place.  Only  it  may  be  proper  to  take  notice  of  the  improve* 
ments  introduced  by  Mr.  George  Mackintolb;  a  gentleman 
whole  fpirited  and  fucoefsful  exertions  hare  been  of  the  great* 
eft  benefit  to  the  manu£a&ures  of  this  country,  and  by  whom 
\  have  been  favoured  with  the  following  account :  The  cud* 
bear  nunufa&ure  carried  on  here,  under. tl)^  firm  of  George 
Mackintoib  and  Go.  was  begnoin  the  year  I777t  occupying 
about  \\  acres  of  ground,  compa^Uy  built,  and  well  walled 
round  with  fione  and  lime.  This  is  a  manufaAure  for  mak* 
ing  a  dye-fluff,  now  becoming  an  ufeCttI  article,  and  employ* 
ed  chiefly  in  the  woollen  and  filk  mannfiiAures  of  Britain, 
and  is  made  from  an  ezcrefcence  tiiat  grows  upon  rocks  and 
ftooes,  a  fpecies  of  the  liechen  orrock^mofsr  ivhich,  with  ccr*. 
tain  chemical  preparations,  makes  a  dye-ftuff  called  cudbear* 
It  was  known  and  ufed  as  a  dye*ftuffin  the -Highlands  of  Scot- 
land  by  the  name  of  corkes  or  crotrel,  fbme  hundred  years  ago. 
But  it  was  Meffrs.  George  and  Cuthbert  Gordon,  (now  Dr. 
Cttthbert  Gordon),  who  firft  atteippted,  and  had  the  merit  of 
bringing  the  procefs  to  a  regular  fyftem.  They,  in  conjunc* 
tioo  with  the  Meffrs.  Alexanders  of  Edinburgh,  ereded  a  ma- 
tiu&fiure  for  it  in  Leith,  in  which  they  perfevered  for  feve* 
ral  years.  But  it  proved  in  the  end  unfuccefsful.  Confider- 
aUe  improvcn^ents  have  been  made  in  the  manuia&ure  fince 
its  eftabliihJhent  in  Glafgow.  And  the  Company  finding  that 
the  rock-mofs  in  Scotland  wouM  fooo  be. exhaufted, early  fent 
a  per£on  of  &iU  to  explore  the  rocks  of  Sweden  and  Norway, 
whence  they,  far  fome  time  paft,  import  all  they  ufe.  But 
f  bece  it  is  alfo  begismog  to  be  fcaree,  Ruffia  appears  to  pro- 
duce none  af.  it.  This  maouiaftuxe  confuipLes  a  very  con/i. 
Vox«  XII.  P  derable 
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denUe  quantitj  of  human  urine ;  above  aooo  g^ona  m-dsj'i 
Thej  hate  abont  1500  iron-bound  calks  difpericd  among  the 
manubftnrittg  and  tradefmen's  boufies  in  Ghrfgow  and  fub* 
urbs.  For  each  calk  fhU  they  paj  a  certain  price,  which,  with 
the  expeoCe  of  coUefting,  coda  them  about  800  L  a*year|  for 
an  article  which  formerly  ran  in  wafte  throng  the  kennda 
and  drains  c^the  ftreett*  The  dying  of  Turkey  red  on  oot* 
too,  though  a  very  late  di£:oT«ry  in  this  kingdom,  was  efta-» 
hlilhed  in  Gkfgow  earlier  than  f  n  any  part  of  Great  Britain* 
In  the  year  1785,  Mr.  George  Mackintolh  being  in  London, 
fell  in  with  Monfieur  PapiUon,  a  Turkey  red  dyer  from  Rou« 
en,  carried  him  with  him  to  Gla^ow,  and,  in  conjonftion 
with  Mr.  David  Dale,  built  an  eacteofive  dye*hottfe  at  Dal« 
mamock  in  this  parifli,  upon  the  banks  of  the  dhrer  Clyde, 
where  cotton  is  dyed  a  real  Turkey  red,  equal  in  beauty  and 
folidity  to  Eaft  India  colours.  There  is  another  dyehoulet 
equally  estenfive,  lately  erefted  fox  the  fsme  purpoCe^  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  this  one,  alfo  in  the  barony  parilh,  under 
the  management  of  Mr.  PapiUon,  who  is  now  connefted  with 
another  Company.  At  both  places  the  Turkisy  red  colours 
are  now  made  in  great  perfeAion.  By  means  of  thefe  eftabUlh* 
ments,  the  ingenious  and  indullrious  manufadnrers  of  thu 
place  are  enabled  to  make  eotton*pulicate  handkerchiefs,  e* 
qual  in  beauty  and  quality  to  any  in  the  known  world*  And 
although  the  Meffrs.  Bouilles  (one  of  whom  is  fixed  at  Man« 
chefter)  did  obtain  a  premium  from  Parliament  for  the  Tur- 
key red,  the  bufinefs  was  firft  eftaUiflied  here ;  and  fpecimens 
of  manufa&ured  pulicates  of  a  fupcrior  colour,  it  Is  ikid,  were 
produced  before  a  committee  of  the  Honfe  of  Commons,  (made 
by  Mr«  Mackintolh,  who  was  the  fir(b  who  manufaftured  any 
here)  while  Mr.  Bouille  could  ooly  produce  cuts  of  cotton* 
yam  done  by  him.  It  is  now  computed  that  tl|ere  are  above 
ijoo  looms' employed  in  this  branch  of  puiicate  alone,  ik 
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G1a%0w  and  neighboarhood.  This  colour  U  fo  &ft,  or  fixed, 
that  when  wove  with  brown  cotton,  or  linen  yam,  it  .re- 
fifts  and  ftands'the  whole  procefs  of  bleaching,  and  acquires 
pioite  beauty  and  Inftre  by  this  trying  operation  ;  and  when 
wxDOght  in  with  bleached  yarn,  requires  24  hours  boiling  in 
foap  and  alhest  to  reduce  it  to  its  vivid  flandard.  Acids, 
which  deftroy  moft  other  ripds,  in  a  moderate  degree,  improve 
this.  Making  Turkey  red  is  a  moft  intricate  and  troublefome 
prooels,  requiring  about  15  different  operations  in  the  com*- 
mon  eourfe  of  dying* 

Nefr  to  the  cudbear  manufafiure,  is  juft  now  commenced 
a  ba$nels  carried  on  by  Qeorge  and  Charles  Mackintolh,  en- 
tirely new  in  this,  or,  we  believe,  in  any  other  country*  It 
is  the  making  of  a  newly  difoovered  chymical  preparation, 
which  anfwers  as  %  real'fubftitute  in  dying  and  ptinting,  for 
iacchanim  fatprpi,  or  fugar  of  lead  and  allum.  It  is  hoped  it 
will  be  an  nfeful  undertaking,  as  hitherto  all,  or  by  far  the 
gicaiaft  part  of  the  fugar  of  lead  nfed  in  Britain  has  been  im* 
ported  from  Holland.  Thefe  ingenious  and  economical  peo» 
pie,  though  a  duty  of  3d,  the  pound  is  impofed  on  this  zxf 
tide  when  imported,  ai^  though  receiving  their  lead  from 
Britain,  yet  have  hitherto  been  able  to  underfell  all  who  have 
made  any  attempt  of  the  ftme  kind  in  this  kingdom.  Mr, 
Macl^ifitoib  an4  bis  fon  Charles  intended  this  for  a  (agar  of 
lead  bitfinelii ;  but  in  the  eourfe  of  their  experiments  in  that 
way,  this  improvement  oceurred  to  Charles  Mackintofli,  who 
is  a  very  able  chymift  ;  and  the  work  is  now  entirely  employ. 
cd  for  this  purpofe.  They  fupply  the  printers  with  this  pr&- 
paiation  at  a  lower  rate  Uta^  that  which  is  ufually  made  from 
the  Dutch  fugar  of  lead.  The  principal  printfields  in  the 
conntty  have  tried,  are  now  ufing,  and  approve  of  it,  as  mak« 
Ing  an  equaUy  fixed,  and,  at  the  (ame  time,  a  more  beautiful 
iolour  than  that  done  in  the  ufual  manner  with  f ogar  of  lead 

^  »  and 
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and  allam.     And  I  underftand  they  can  fupptj  the  wbolc 
confumpt  of  the  conntrj  *• 

Divifiiom 

•  In  the  year  17S4,  a  cotton  mill  was  built  at  Korth  Woodfidc  in  this  parilli, 
\j  Mr.  M^lliam  Gillefpte,  which  gtvet  emploinnent  to  about  400  poibm,  men, 
womett  and  childreo.  This,  with  the  people  <agaged  in  the  bleachfield,  and 
otherwife^  has  made  Wood&ie  a  confiderable  village,  while  it  has  become  the 
feat  of  plenty  and  comfort,  the  happy  confequence  of  induftry  and  roanuuc 
tiires.  Senfible  of  the  advantages  of  religion  and  good  morals,  to  promote  the 
induftry  and  happinefs  of  the  people,  the  benevolent  propfietor  pays  patticiilar 
attention  to  thefe.  He  has  not  only  engaged  a  mafter  to  teach  the  children, 
throagh  the  week,  to  read,  but  he  has  alfo  fitted  up,  and  fupports  at  his  own 
ezpenfe,  a  place  for  public  wor(hip  on  the  Lord's  day,  where  a  decent  congre- 
gation regularly  alTemblrs.  And  in  the  afternoon,  the  preacher  publicly  cate. 
chifes  and  inftru<fh  the  children.  The  knowledge  thus  difiuftd  tuMmg  the  chil. 
dren  and  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  panih,  is  an  hooomblc  teftiaooy 
to  the  fidelity  and  diligence  of  Mr.  James  Steven  the  preacher  ;  and  the  good 
effciUs,  it  if  to  be  hoped,  will  extend,  at  lead  among  fome,  much  farther  than 
merely  that  regularity,  fobricty,  and  induftry,  which  ferve  fo  much  to  promote 
their  temporal  profperity-  and  comfort.  The  yam  fpun  at  this  mill,  employs 
about  450  weaven^  exclofive  of  thofe  who  get  their  bread  by  windixig,  ftarch- 
ing,  6lc. 

In  1772,  the  fame  gentleman  eftabliihcd  a  printfield  at  Andcrlloh,  wliich, 
with  the  bleachfield,  give  employment  to  between  300  and  400  people.  The 
cloth  there  printed,  may  employ  500  or  d6o  operative  weavers.  Be^es  thefe, 
there  are  feveral  Other  bleacikfields  at  FuiDieftoD«  .Galton,  Sprii^field,  and  other 
places,  conducted  upon  the  mpft  improved  principles,  and  which  give  bread  to 
a  great  number  of  pCTfons.  About  30  years  ago,  a  very  large  brewery  was 
ered^ed  near  Anderfton,  for  brewing  ale  and  porter,  both  for  foreign  and  home 
confumpt.  To  fo  great  An  extent  do  they  carry  on  bufinefs,  that  near  a  9th 
part  of  the  whole  escife  of  Scotland  haabeen  paid  by  them. 

At  Partick  on  the  river  Kelvin,  there  arc  very  eitenfive  wheat  mills  creiflcd: 
the  greateft  part  of  which  belong  to  the  incorporation  of  bakers  in  Glafgow. 
The  mills  are  well  Conftrudled,  and  much  machinery  introduced  for  the  abridge- 
ment of  labour.  At  the  bakers  wheat  mills  alorie,  at  an  average  of  the  4  lalt 
years  from  May  1786  to  May  1790,  36,113  boUa  of  wheat  and  a-half  have  been 
annually  milled. 

SeedMme  and  Harvejl* — ^Tlie  time  of  fowing  wheat,  is  from  the  middle  of 
September  to  the  middle  of  0<S^ober ;  oats,  peafe,  beans,  and  flax,  hom.  th^ 

middle 
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Dmfiam  and  Rmt  of  iMnL-^^The  wbqie  yalaed  rent  of  the 
parifli,  as  dated  in  the  €efs*books  for  the  countj,  is  X3yOOO  L 
Scotch  ;  but  of  this  4000 1.  is  held  hy  the  College  of  Glafgow, 
as  the  teind  of  the  archbifhoprick^  for  \7hich  they  haye  nei> 
rer  yet  paid  aay  public  burdens.  The  heritors  are  9a  in 
number,  of  whom  59  refide  in  the  parilh,  either  confiantly  or 
occafionally.  The  farms  are,  in  general,  about-  60'  acres, 
though  there  are  fome  of  x60f  and  fome  as  low  as  10  access 
In  the  netgbbourhdod  of  the  villagesi  a  great  deal  of  the  land 
is  rented  in  very  fnomll  parcels  liy  the  tradefmen,  for  the  pur- 
^e  of  rearing  potatoes,  fi&c.  The  foil  being  very  diSerenr, 
the  rents  are  alfo  different^  but  from  the  fpirit  for  improve* 
nent  which  prevails,  and  the  increafing  dennand  in  the  city  of 
Glafgow  for  the  produce  of  the  farms,  the  rents  are  every- 
where fifing.  The  greateft  part  of  the  land  is  endofed,  the 
face  of  the  country  much  improved,  and  the  tenants  better 
Able  t0  afford  a  highpr  rent  ths^n  formerly.    At  prefent,  there 

is 

JB^e  of  Maicli  ta  i)^  middle  of  April ;  potatoes  and  barley  in  May ;  and 
:anup$  in  Jnae  and  July.  The  hanreft  generally  begins  about  the  middle  or 
nid  of  Augiiii,  and  the  crop  is  got  totally  in  about  the  middle  of  Odtober,  ex* 
'-ept  in  cold  aad  wet  feafons.  The  price  of  grain  and  provifions  in  thb  pariih, 
it  regulated  by  the  Olafgow  markets,  and  need  not  be  here  leparately  ftated. 

The  Price  gf  jUfofwv— The  wages  of  day-labourers  arfc,  in  wipter,'  from  rod. 
to  Ik,  and  in  fummer  from  x s.  ad^  to  is.  4d.  a-day.  Journeymen  weavers  earn 
from  xos.  to  14s.  a-week,  and  fome  20s.  In  barvelt,  the  men's  wages,  a-day, 
f'T reaping,  arc  from  is.  4d.  to  is.  ^U.,  and  the  women's  ts.;  both  df  them 
^oroilh  their  own  proyiiions  out  of  their  wages.  Cdlliers  earn  from  as.  pd.  to 
5s.  each  day ;  bat  are  fo  many  days  out  of  the  pi{,  that  they  fcldom,  at  an 
a^rage,  earn  above  30 1.  annually.  The  wages  of  domeftic  fervants  are,  for 
nicn  lol.,  and  for  women  from  3L  to  5I.  a-year.  A  ploughman's  wages  are, 
'Qgeiieral,  about  xoLor  12L;  but  fome  who  have  excelled  at  the  ploughing 
lo^tches,  (bme  time  ago  introduced  into  this  country,  have  got  their  wages  ad- 
^<accd  to  asL  a-year,  befides  bed,  board,  and  waihing,  The  expenfes  of  a 
^^^aaon  labourer's  fai6ily,  when  married,  are  generally  about  z5I.  a-year.   - 
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it  fane  of  the  word  gronad  Anted «t  los.  die  acre,  and  the  be| 
arable  land  at  3 1. ;  garden  ground  is  let  at  from  4  L  to  6  1.  a| 
year.  There  are  3  different  kinds  of  ploughs  ufed^  accordio^ 
to  the  nature  of  the  foil;  but  the  old  Scotch  ploogh  is  die  mol 
como&o^ 

FUlojgis,  Rm^  ofHoufist  and  New  Houf€s.^^ks  manafac^ 
tures  are  carried  to  a  great  extent  in  the  city  of  Glafgow^  theii 
influence  is  felt  on  all  the  countrj  round  ;  and  a  ouoiber  ol 
very  populous  and  thriving  villages  have  been  built  in  thii 
pariilu  Thefe  are  Calton  and  Bridgeton,  Grahamfton,  Ao« 
derfion,  Finniefton,  Clayflapf  Ni^rth-Woodfide,  Cowcaddens^ 
Parkhoufe,  Camlachie,  Parichead,  Weftmuir,  Shettleftoo, 
Lightburn,  Callendar  and  Deaniiloun*  In  thefe,  the  general 
rent  of  the  houfes  is  from  a  1.  tp  5  L  a«year,  though  there  are 
many  much  higher,  and  feme  as  low  as  15  s*  Within  the  laft 
ten  years,  486  new  dwelling«houfes  or  teoemenca,  hav«  beea 
built :  and  of  thefe  the  greater  part  have  been  eiefted  within 
the  laft  4  or  j  years.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  many  of  thefe 
houfes  are  made  to  accommodate  a,  3,  or  5  or  6  femilies. 
None  of  the  houfes  erefied  in  the  New  Town  of  Glafgow  are 
included  in  the  enumeration,  though  the  greateft  part  of  it  i| 
fituated  within  the  Barony  pariih.  "^^^ 

Psf^n^i/ioii.-- According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report,  die  nuoi« 
ber  of  fouls  then  was  3905.    In  the  beginning  of  the  year^ 
1791,  there  were  living  in  the  Barony  pariih  of  Glafgow,  ex* 
clofive  of  the  whole  of  the  New  Town  of  Glafgow,  18,451 
perfons.    The  proportion  of  fouls  to  a  family  is  4^  nearly* 
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chiton  sod  Bridgeton^  6^95  Shettlefton  and  Middle* 

Gnhamfton^          -         896  Quarter,             •         766 

AnderfioQ,     -        -     3900  Callendar  and  Denni- 

Cowcaddens  and  North-  iloun^        -         -         608 

Woodfide^        -        XX  58  Sandjh'disyScc.               34X 

ParkhouCe          -            499  — 

Camladiie,            -         977  Total,     l6,Si8 
ParkheadandWefimuir,  678 

TABI£  of  Ma&riaoks  and  Biktss. 
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209 
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146 

_5w 

361 

459 

ftoth  the  tnarriages  and  bixths  arc,  in  faft,  fomewhat  more 
Bttmerotts  than  ftated  above,  becaufe  every  year  the  number 
of  irregbkr  elandeftine  marriages  is  incteafing;  but  the  above 
lableeoDtains  only  thofe  mrho  have  becd  regularly  married,  or 
have  judicially  aeknowledged  their  toarriag^  before  the  fef. 
&n«  And  the  number  of  births  is  taken  from  the  regifter  of 
baptifms ;  but  feme  of  the  dHTenteri,  from  principle,  and  fome 
odier  iiihabitiuits;  from  inattention,  negleft  to  give  in  their 
diildre&*s  fuunea  for  regiftration.    No  account  can  be  given 

of 
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of  the  burials,  becanfe,  thoiigh  there  are  now  thxee  burjiaj 
places  in  the  pariih»  yet  a  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  are  io 
terred  in  the  burying  grounds  belonging  to  the  city. 

Public  J/btf/Sj— In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1791,  then 
were  169  public  houfes  for  retailing  malt  and  fpiritous  li 
quors.  The  vafl  increafe  of  thefe  houfes  is  one  of  the  great 
eft  injuries  to  the  morals,  the  health,  and  the  profperity  0 
xtit  inhabitants.  In  almoft  every  village*,  feveral  low  houfc 
of  this  fort  are  to  be  found;  and  the  confequences  are  at  ono 
both  obvious  and  melancholy.  If  the  number  of  virtuous  in 
habitants  be  the  ftrength  of  a  ftate,  then  enlightened  policy 
fhould  lead  to  the  fuppreffion  of  many  of 'tbcle  houfes,  anc 
particularly  to  difcourage'  the  ufe  of  all  fpintous  liquors. 

• 
I 

Ecclefiafikal  Stute  of  the  ^arijb^  Schoot\  Poor,  ?/r-— Tin 
parilh  church  is  a  part  of  that  venerable  bbilding,  the  cathe^ 
dral  of  Glafgow,  and  has  been  opcupied  hj  the  Barony  find 
the  year  X595.  Being  of  an  arohed  roof,  iwhich  is  low,  add 
fupported  by  a  great  number  of  anaiTy  pillars,  it  is  exceeding* 
]y  dark,  dirty,  and  incommodious ;  of  this  the  heritors  are  fc 
fenfible,  that  a  vifitation  of  the  prefbytery  has  been  called  up- 
on it  this  year ;  and  there  is  fome  probability  of  anothei 
church  being  buih  for  the-accommodation  of  the  inhabitants 
At  Shettlefton,  in  the  eaft  end  of  the  parilh,  a  Chapel  of  Eafu 
was  erefied  about  50  years  ago ;  and  there  is  another,  a: 
mentioned  above,  at  North  Woodfide,  fupported  at  the  fole  ex< 
penfe  of  Mr.  William  Gillefpie.  Another  chapel  is  mud 
needed  in  the  village  of  Caltoa»  and,  it  is  to  be  hoped^  wiL 
be  provided.  At  Anderfton,  there  is  a  Relief  Church,  buill 
about  20  years  ago :  one  Cameronian  meeting  in  the  Calton 
and  another  at  Sandyhills,  in  the  eaft  end  ^f  the  pariih 
Though  there  are  many  diiTenters  of  different  deoomioation! 


Of  Barony  ^f  Gh^injQ.  »AI 

iii  d«  patlflii  diffe  ar«  tie  onty  pbces  «f  worAnp^  beciiMfe  a 
great  number  of  the  inbabit^oa  are  acccmfnodateA  io  tfbe  zMf 
ofGfaigow.  Thenambers  ooimofted  wich  eaeh^f  the  dif* 
fereat  dcnooftinations  oSf  Ckriffiaiis  m  the  parifi^y  iiieltic&i(^ 
ftm  GhiUredy  is  as  foUoirs ; 

SOttbb 

Conoaaed  with  the  SOabUi&adChaiicbf  «            MJ^ 

Relief;             .            *            .  ^             •           ^^3 

Baigherv,            ^            *            •  •        .    »       1564 

Aiitibor|hcr8«            •             »  •            ^             21054 

Sefftfnied  Freibjterjt  or  Cameroaiaiu,        •  -        %%o 

EpUicopaliao^        •            «            •  •           •      i^i 

Indefeadeota,  or  Coiigregatioiialiftf»  •            *          y6% 

Methodifts,          ..            ^            -  »            •64 

BaptiAs,             -            *           -  .  *            I-            aj 

Roman  Catholics^           •            •  .«            •    .       ao 

Qoakersy             «            •            .  m           #            4 

^crcm^         *■             •             •  ■?-"*"3 

^UiStes,        -           »           #  *-       .    *        «        a 

Totiaibuk,    .    X845& 
Q£  tfatfe  (ofo  ate  dtfieaters*. 
Vol.  XII.  CL  The 

•  TUnghv  iNMaftthe  tbwe  tateaent  it  appears,  that  tBc  number  of  diffcnt- 
eufcwatht  KaaWiflic4 ClwiTd> is  ttiy  c«tfA?»Mt»  yet,  perhaps  cKefearefetr 
paxiihcs  where  lef^  of  a  paity-ijurit  is  to  he  fouttd*  The  people  of  vaiiowpeiw 
fiufioiis  j&cet  io  the  intercourfes  of  focial  life,  and  evea  cvrfttvatt  habits  of  in* 
Umacy  and  frienddkip  with  each  bthcr,  without  fuffering  their  miiuis  to  be  em. 
biitael  wi«h  dUpwtes  re^iedHng  their  diflbences  of  opinion  or  profeffion.  |n 
tUilihafalitrof  mU,  they  lunre  an  aa&kbfe  cxaaple  fer  them  by  tfaeir  mtnr. 
fters,  who  are  mei^  of  good  ieaie,  learning,  and  ptetj*  hsA  it  i»  wid^  pieifeiO 
1  do  them  the  juftice  to  acknowledge,  that  the  dilTenten,  in  general^  »e  ap 
yioof^  yfiKXwm,  npright,  indoftrious,  isj^  refpeftable,  as  any  in  the  parillt 


I  IS  Statytical  Accouni 

Tbe  Kiag  is  patron.  Tbe  ftipend  is  ibont  165 1.  annaaU 
Iji  induding  the  value  of  the  glebe,  confifling  of  aboat  6 
acres  aod  a  half,  and  the  rent  allowed  by  the  heritors  io  lieu 
^  a  iDtnre.«*>There  are  few  of  the  inhabitants  who  have  beem 
bred  in  this  parilh,  who  have  not  been  taught  to  read ;  and 
moft  of  them  can  write,  and  underftand  the  common  rules  of 
arithmetic.  Education  is  fo  cheap,  as  not  to  be  placed  be* 
yond  the  reach  of  the  pooreft.  And  the  people  are  Go  impref- 
fed  with  a  fenfe  of  its  importance,  that  all  parents,  if  not  moft 
profligate  diemfelves,  are  exceedingly  anxious  to  have  their 
fhildren  inilruded  in  reading.'  They  often  cheerfully  deny 
fhemfelves-many  of  the  comforts  of  life  to  give  their  child  ten 
education ;  and  many  of  them  have  been  rewarded,  by  feeing 
them  rifing  -to  affluence  and  refpeft  in  fociety.  As  the  Baro« 
ny  parifli  is  very  extenfive,  the  chtldrm  conld  not  be  accom- 
modated at  one  fchooK  Jn  the  beginning,  therefore,  of  this 
c^tury,  the  legal  falary  was  divided  into  four  equal  parts, 
and  four  fchools  erefled  in  thofe  place^  of  the  pariQi  then 
judged  moft  convenient  for  the  inhabitants :  One  at  fihettle- 
ilon,  where  an  excellent  fchool-houfe,  iu  which  the  matter  is 
alfo  accommodated,  has  been  very  lately  built  by  private  fub- 
fcription ;  the  mafter  has  alfo  the  benefit  of  two  fmall  morti« 
^cations,  paid  by  tbe  feifioQ:  one  fehool  at  Rachaaie,  for  the 
|io{th-eaQ  quarter  of  tbe  parilh :  one  at  Lambhill  or  Ruch- 
hill,  for  the  north-weft  quarter  :  and  one  ai  Anderflon,  where 
a  fchool-houfi;  Wfs  mortified  by  tt^e  laird  of  Stabcre^i.  Be- 
ildes  thcfe,  there  are  ^fteen  private  fchools,  attended  fome  of 
them  by  above  70  ohildren :  a  chanty  fehool  m  the  Calton, 
iuMported  by  Mr.  David  Dale^  the  pafter  has  x  j  1.  falafy  an- 
nu'Jty  ;  and  one  in  the  mill  i^t  Woodfide,  fupported  by  Mr. 
pillefpie,  for  the  inftruftbn  of  the  children  attending  his 
iottoii«milJ.  There  are  alfo  4  Sunday's  fchools,  veiy  well  at« 
tended*  viz*  two  m  ^altou,  of  about  70  cbildreui  boys  aod 

girls 


girls  e^h ;  one  in  Camldcbie,  only  for  bojs  ;  and  one  at 
Sbetdefton.  The  fchooUwages  paid  m  the  villllges  are  as^  6di 
or 3s.  tlie  quarter;  aod  at  dne  fcboOl,  4  s.  }  and  in  the  oonntrj^ 
b  genera],  1  s.  a-qaarter.  Manj  children  alfo  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Olafgow  attend  fchools  in  the  citj,  fdt  differenC 
branches  of  education—^The  number  of  poor  upon  the  roll 
of  the^iefficm  laft  year,  (1790)^  amounted  to  186;  And  tho 
fam  expended  for  their  relief  was  247!  8s.  4d  ,  which,  at 
an  average,  is  2  s.  a-month  nearly  to  each.  The  leaft  given 
to  any  perfon  is  x  s.  a-mdnth,  6nd  none  received  more  tfaad 
5  s.  a-month,  excepting  one  woman,  who  is  iniane,  for  whoia 
12  9.  a^4nonth  is  paid  by  the  feifion  ;  and  fonie  children.  Who 
are  boarded  till  they  are  able  to  do  fomething  for  themfelves, 
at  the  rate  of  3I.  12  s.  8  d.  a-year.  The  iefllon  alfo  pays  for 
tbeir  education,  as  they  do  for  all  the  children  of  the  poor  up* 
on  their  roll  *, 

Q;,*  Roads 

*  lie  Cii&on  afideed  tre  pftrtiCularly  attentive  t6  this,  being  folly  peiiuaded  ^ 
thit  a  pniper  education  and  habits  of  fobriety  and  induftry  ave  of  the  greateft 
ioportancc  to  the  comfort  of  the  individual,  and  the  benefit  of  focictj.    The 
^aads,  provided  for  the  fnpptrt  of  thefe  pdor,  under  the  management  of  the  fef. 
BOB  wczey 

The  coH^Aioni  at  the  tfauKh-*dooft,  amoncnting  to         m 

Tar  pnwUaation  of  banns  for  marriage, 

Ittereft  «f  money,  .  .  • 

For  a  few  (eau  in  the  parilh  church  belonging  to  the  (effion«  and 

feme  other  incidental  fums,  -  «    ' 

And  an  afleffinent  paid  by  the  heritors,  p 

t.tS%    9    P$ 

The  ktBoa  afe  fi>  much  convinced,  that  re'gular  aiTefrmenfs  for  the  fupport  of 
*y  poor,  hare  the  moft  dangerous  ftndency,  that  they  exert  themfelven  to  the 
-fanoft  to  prevent  the  neceflity  of  them.  It  Is  but  a  few  years  fince  they  were 
'''ItUged  to  have  recourfe  to  them,  and  they  hope  foon  to  be  relieved  from  the 
v^'Sfy  of  refoctiog  to  fo  drfrgerous  an  exp'^dient,  as  they  expa£l  a  commo. 

•  diO'is 
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1 24.  SidttJIieal  Accouai 

B^pods  tmd  Canats^^AXi  the  f  real  foaft  leading  M  dK  eitjr 
oCGUTgpw,  except  bjr  the  two  bridgei  on  the  S.  fide,  pels 
through  tbii  pariih.  Thej  are  all  kept  to  good  order  ;  bttt 
oa  iht  N*  fide  of  the  citj  they  have  beco  origioallf  fiaroied 
Ipoo  t  moft  improper  plao,  being  carried  over  the  Cop  of 
^yery  hill,  inflead  of  being  led  about  the  fide*  which  would 
have  been  as  fliorr,  and  nearly  lerel.    The  Great  Canal  be^ 

tween 

dious  place  of  woHbip  wtU  be  protided  for  the  i^abittntt.  U  13  pnoper  t# 
fDenflon,  that  bj  the  care  of  the  elden  in  the  dillribtttioii,  no  aflcflinent  ha5 
ever  been  laid  on  the  heriton,  to  a  greater  extent,  (hao  the  ftim  ftated  above  1 
and  fome  jtan  no  afifimevt  has  been  requiMd.  Bdbre  any  perfon  er  hwSij 
is  admitted  to  receive  any  (dlional  chadty,  a  ftrid  exafluoiatiott  i$  mde  intn 
their  employment,  ftate  of  health,  circwnftaacef  and  eanlnfs,  all  of  which 
are  dift]n<ftly  entered  into  a  book  kept  for  the  parpofe.  and  to  which  recoiirfe 
i^  hid  iX  any  time,  that  the  charity  may  be  economlrally  and  properly  diHri- 
hated.  The  fnms  given  by  the  feffion,  arc,  in  many  cafes,  tery  inadeqaatc  t<^ 
the  Mccffities  of  particular  perfons ;  when  this  is  the  cafe,  private  contribntions 
are  made  among  their  neighbours  to  fupply  the  deficiency,  and  a  great  deal  of 
laooey  ia  anoually  rai&d  in  this  maimer,  wUch  is  always  bellowed  at  the  fight 
of  the  ehkr  of  the  portion.  Sefldes  this,  tlrara  are  nuny  chihltable  focie« 
ties  eftabliihed  in  the  parifli,  which  afibrd  mudi  relief  to  tradefincn  Md  la* 
bourefs  whea  laid  aiidc  from  woik  by  ficfcnels.  In  gttietul,  the  members,  when 
in  health,  befides  their  firft  entry-money,  pay  a  certain  fiiiall  fura  quarteriy  into 
the  funds  of  the  fociety,  for  whidi  they  are  entitled  to  a  weekly  provifion  iir 
fickne£i;  fqaitsiX  expeofes  alio  axe  aUowed,  la  cafe  of  death,  and  fitae  of  them 
alia  gifrc  a  certain  allowance  to  the  widow.  Many  tradcfmen  are  Oiembers  of 
federal  of  thcfe  focieties  at  the  fame  time ;  fo  that  in  flcknefs,  they  are  better 
provided  for  than  in  health.  Thefe  focietie*  <re  of  much  advantage ;  bec«af(fc 
in  tkis  wa^r,  youth  and  health  make  a  provifion  for  old  age  and  flcknefs.  They 
are  alio  fciendly  to^the  morals  of  the  members,  beeaofie  riotous,  difordcrly  per- 
fons  fotfeit  their  right  in  the  fociety,  and,  in  general,  they  are  cut  off  from  any 
fiipport  in  difeafes  evidently  brought  on  by  intemperance  and  vice.  Of  thefe 
focieties,  there  are  t6  in  the  pariih.  Sonte  of  them  didribute  annoaUy  fnm 
7I.  to  aol.,  and  one  of  them  diftributbs  from  45  L  to  50!.  In  generaVthe  mem- 
bers receive  from  4SI  to  5s.  a^week,  when  confined  to  bed,  and  2s.  or  3s.  when 
able  to  go  about,  but  not  to  work.  One  fociety  alb,  befides  defraying  funesal 
charges,  gives  to  the  widow  zos.  ycaily,  for  the  education  of  any  children  »»• 
dcr  xo  years  of  age. 


6f  Barofly  tf  Clajgcw.  t  i^ 

hram  totik  tod  Clyie  pttffes  through  part  of  this  pariiht  as 

dMt  aUb  that  fiom  Monklapd.  The  Forth  and  Clyde  navigaw 

tioa  was  begun  to  be  cot  on  the  xoth  of  Julj  176S,  and  wasr 

opened  as  faa:  as  Stoekingfield  in  this  parifli,  xcth  July  1775 ; 

a  fide-cut  was  brought  forward  to  HamiUon-hiU|  November 

t777»  ^^T!x  ^  l^'S^  bafon  was  formed  for  the  reception  of 

ve8eb»  and  large  granaries  and  other  buildings  ereded.  They 

are  now  carrying  forward  this  fide«cut|  in  order  to  form  a 

jundion  with  the  Monkland  Canal,  which  runs   eaflward 

through  this  parifli  to  the  collieries  in  Monkland  pariih,  and. 

extends  to  xa  miles  in  length.    On  this  fide^cut,  a  new  bafoa 

is  to  be  formed  at  Hundred  Acre  Hill  in  this  parifliy  within 

half  a  mile  of  Glafgowi  here  granaries,  and  other  buildings 

are  to  be  erefied*  and  a  new  village  built,  to  be  called  Port- 

Dttodas.    The  Canal  was  opened  from  fea  to  fea  on  the  apth 

day  of  July  1790,  and  is  carried  over  four  aquedud  bridges 

in  this  pariih.  The  great  bridge  over  Kelvin  was  begun  in  June 

1787,  aad  finiihed  in  April  1791  •    It  is  carried  over  a  valley 

4CO  feet  long,  and  65  deep.    It  confifts  of  4  very  large  ar«> 

ches  of  excellent  mafon  work ;  is  in  height  about  83  feet 

from  the  bed  of  the  river  to  the  top  of  the  bridge,  and  is  one 

of  the  moft  flupendous  works  of  the  kind  perhaps  in  the 

world.    The  Canal  is  about  j6  feet  wide  at  the  furface,  and' 

17  feet  at  the  bottom,  is  8  feet  deep,  and  admits  vefiels  of  19 

feet  beam,  and  68  feet  keel.     On  the  Canal  there  are  5 

locks  in  this  parilb,  within  the  fpace  of  loo  yards,  each  lock 

is  74  leer  between  the  gates,  and  ao  between  the  walls. 

There  is  alfo  a  very  good  dry  dock  for  the  veffels  employed 

apoo  the  Canal. 

GeMmdChmraBet  of  the  Peopb^^^The  general  chara&erof 
the  people,  as  yet,  is  that  of  fobiiety  and  induftry,  though,  from 
the  great  increafe  of  wealtbi  and  the  number  of  public^houlcs 

ibr 


ta6  StdtlfikalJccguni 

for  retaOing"  fplritoos  KquorSi  iiitemperaace,  with  its  long 
tnia.of  evil«i  i$  becoming  more  prevalent  than  fonndrlj  a. 
noog  the  hbouring  people.  And  it  is  te  be  lamented,  that 
hj  the  Qheapnefs  of  fpif ttous  liquors,  and  the  increaiing  ufe 
of  themy  manj  young  people  of  both  fexes  are  early  corrupt- 
ed and  ruined.  Happj  would  it  ba  for  the  health*  the  ino« 
rals,  and  the  profperitj  of  the  people,  if  fewer  publiohoafes 
were  licenfed,  the  nfe  of  fpiritous  liquors  checked,  and  good 
frholefome  ale  fubftitutcd  in  their  place. 


NUM. 
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PARISH  OF  CAIRNY. 


(CoQNTT  OF  Ab£R])uk,  St|iob  qf  Mur&af,  Fftis^rTfiiT  Q9 

Strathbogje.} 


Bf  the  Rev.  Mr.  Alexavder  Chalmers^ 


Situation,  \^c* 

^AIRNY  is  made  up  of  the  united  parifhes  of  Botary, 
^  Rathven,  and  part  of  Drumdelgj.  This  parifli  lies  ia 
the  county  of  Aberdeen*  It  is  a  part  of  the  lordibip  of  Strath. 
bogie,  taken  from  the  Cummins  by  King  Robert  Bruce,  and 
given  to  Sir  Adam  Gordon.  This  was  the  original  eftate 
o£  the  .family  of  Gordon.  Since  that  period  they  have  exp 
tended  their  donunion  from  the  £•  to  the  W.  Sea. 

PofulatiOMf  &c. — ^According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report,  the 
niunbers  then  were  2690.  It  contains  at  prefent  2600  people. 
They  confift  of  Preibyterians^  Papifts,  and  Eptfcopals.  They 
weie  more  oumeroos  at  my  fettlemeac  here }  the  decreafe  is 

chiefly 
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fclikljr  owing  to  theif  wilhiiig  to  refide  to  the  aeighbouring  mat 
mi&Attring  villages  of  Huntlj  and  Keith.  The  mannfadorers 
there  always  £od  employment  for  a  number  of  fervants.  The 
lurths  are  about  ao  yearly ;  but  indeed  they  cannot  be  mJ\ 
afcertained.  Every  perfon  has  hb  child  bapti^d  by  his  own 
paftor.  They  are  caidels  of  inferting  them  in  the  public  re« 
^fter.  The  number  of  deaths  cannot  be  known  \  for  there 
are  three  chorch*yards  in  the  parifh :  St.  Peter's  is  indeed  con- 
fidered  as  Ae  moft  holy  ground,  and  confecrated  to  the  Catho- 
lies.  The  difeafes  are  generally  of  the  inflamniatory  kind. 
Some  years  the  fmall-pox  makes  great  ravages*  The  coun« 
^  people  are  not  yet  reconciled  to  inoculation* 

Jtgricukurt^  Sec. — ^The  {bil  is  generallydeepandgood»efpe» 
cially  in  the  lower  part.  If  farming  were  encouraged,  it  is  ca* 
pable  of  producing  grain  for  exportation.  The  ground  is  ge- 
nerally let  out  in  fmall  tenements  or  crofts.  Thefe  are  occu- 
pied by  a  number  of  tradefmen,  who  pay  their  rent  by  their 
bufinels.  The  others  breed  fome  cattle  i  but  indeed  their 
rents  are  chiefly  paid  by  the  women  fpinnipg  linen  yam* 
They  always  allot  a  piece  of  their  land  for  fowing  fiax-feedl, 
which  turns  out  to  great  account.  Were  this  branch  attended 
to  by  the  land  proprietor»t  it  would  much  iacreafe  the  riches 
and  profperity  of  tl>e  country.  The  grei^  tenants  five  upon 
their  farma«  but  they  depend  e(peeially  on  rai^ng  of  cattle. 
The  pasilhis  tolerably  well  accommodated  with  grafs*  Large 
quantities  are  fold  yearly.  It  may  be  fatd,  thaf  during  i^in« 
ter,  this  pariih  containa  about  30CO  black  cattle.  This  u  not 
a  (keep  country,  though  there  are  many  parcels  in  the  pariib« 
The  ftormy  winters  are  unfavooraUb  to  thefie  animals. 

.    Mi/celbmeoui  ObftrviUmsy^Tht  peopk  an  the  pariih  of 
Caimy  axe  nntnrally  (bbcr  and  indpftrions*    The  imt  incle- 
ment 
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zr.ent  fegfons  have  run  them  into  arrear  of  rent.  This  hanga 
over,  and  much  difpirits  thein.  Were  thb  paiTed  from  but  in 
parti  it  would  give  xat^  life  to  their  eadefrours. — ^Tradition 
lajs,  that  (bme  of  the  hills  in  Cairny  were  once  covered 
with  fiately  oaks.  Now  thej  prefent  their  nakednels  to  e« 
very  paflenger.  Noc  tm  tree  has  been  planted  here  for  63 
years,  though  the  river  and  burn*  fides  are  favourable  to  their 
growth.  Hard  wood  is  fcarce,  which  will  hurt  both  the  far- 
mer and  niaBu£Bifturcr.rr<jrOo4  roads  (which  w«s  th«  fpttw 
datioo  of  the  profperity  of  die  Couth  covntry),  are  unknown 
here.  Our  mofs  is  exhaqfted.  The  people  mud  go  to  Port- 
toy  for  coalsy  by  a  road  fwarming  with  bogs  and  ftones. — In 
the  fiatifiical  accojant  of  this  cpuBtry,  the  manufai^uring  vil- 
lagea  of  Huntly  and  Keith  i)iould  never  be  forgot.  They 
are  the  fources  of  much  richfcs.  They  pay  a  great  part  of 
the  landholders  root*  Huariy  piuxuifes  -to-  be  the  Paifley 
of  the  north.  Here  is  a  large  importation  qf  flax  from 
Holland  and  Flanders.  Here  are  bleachfields^  weaving  lin- 
ens and  cotton  ;  threads  for  Nottingham.  It  may  be  did 
that  500 1.  weekly  is  in  circulation  for  many  months  of 
the  year.  Tbe  town  iS  ittcTfeafing.  The  Duke  of  Govdott, 
the  proprietor,  is  yearly  giving  off  new  feus.  The  town 
of  Uuntly  \%  thriving  amidlt  many  difficulties.  Portfoy, 
Aeir  fea-pott,  is  X  5  miles  diAant.  Thence  tliey  bring  their 
fuel,  though  the  rpad  is  many  t|mes  almoft  impaflable. 

ICamifflftiirea  are  of  great  iaipprtanoe  in  any  countty, 
tod  lbo«ld  alwaya  be  eneouniged*  '  They  enlarge  out 
views,  and  introduce  a  fpirit  of  liberty.  A  manufadurer 
bas  always  |nore  liberal  notions  than  a  farmer. 

The  flMuiibAurt  of  linen  i^as  introduced  a  eertatu  clea«« 
linels  over  all  this  country.  It  has  almeft  banifted  the  itch* 
On  a  holiday,  qr  at  a  failTi  it  is  pleaTant  to  behold  (he  peo. 
pie  well  dreii;pd^  (bowing  away  in  tbcir  clean  linen  an4 
Chread^ftockings. 

VouXI?*  ^       1^  NUM- 
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PARISH  er  WEEM. 


(CeoKTT  or  pEiin,  Stkoo  or  Pekth  akb  STiunro,  Pakb^ 

BTTE&r  or  DOKKfXD.) 


My  the  Rtv.  Mr.  James  M^Dxakmsd. 


^TTTEEM  (Wvnha,  a  cave)  is  fai4  to  hare  taken  its  nam^ 
^  ^       from  a  remarkablr  cave  ia  a  high  rocky  bank  near 
the  pariih  churchy  but  of  which^  from  the  ftUisg  in  of  earth 
or  fome  other  accident,  no  veftige  now  remains  *• 

Riveri 

*  This  puifli  It  fo  {ntermiied  with  thofe  of  Lo|^ertit,  Doll,  FBrtiiigtl,  Ken« 
iBore,  and  KiUui»  that  it  woold  be  to  little  parp6fe  to  atteqipt  a  fM>fnpliia4 
defcriptioD  of  it.  The  different  parts  of  it  ar(  pretty  accurateljr  marked  is  Mr, 
ttobie*smap  of  Perthfliire.  FVom  the  uncommon  manner  in  which  parilhes 
are  divided  in  the  preibjtery  of  Dtmkeld,  in  which  thif  parifli  lies,  it  would 
appear,  that  when  pariihef  were  firfi  eilabliihed,  every  proprietor  endowed  the 
pariih  church  moft  contif  uous  to  his  place  of  refidence,  wfth  the  tithes  of  his 
own  lands,  at  whauver  diftance  they  happened  to  be  fitnated.  This  (eems  to 
be  the  moft  probable  reafon  why  the  very  neareft  farm  to  the  church  of  Killin, 
ia  tot  fidcp  is  in  the  pariih  of  Weeai,  thoo^  at  the  diftaace  of  ts  aitei  from 

the 
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Hi9€rs  ^uid  Lakes — VvM  of  thif  parifli  li^  abng  tbe  rivefto 
Tay,  Lyooy  Lochay,  and  Dochart.  The  two  laft  fall  into 
Loch  Taj  at  tbe  S>  W.  eod,  as  tbe  firft  runs  out  of  it  at  the 
£.  N.  £•  e&dy  and  it  joined  by  tbe  Ljon  about  a  miles  be- 
low. A  diftria  of  this  pariib  called  the  la  merk-land  of 
Achmore,  lies  at  tbe  S.  W.  corner  of  Looh  Tay,  and  another 
12  metkJand  called  Cnlnnicb^  about  the  middle  of  it  on  the 
north  fide.  Loch  Tay  is  xj  mll^  long^  and  about  i  broad^ 
yields  falmon,  trout,  char,  pike,  and  perch.  Salmon  is  caught 
in  drag.nets  from  OSober  to  Auguft,  and  is  fent  to  Perth  and 
Edinburgh.  There  ave  alfo  two  lakes  or  lochs  in  the  bill- 
gnaing  of  the  diftrift  of  Ron>  in  Glenlyon,  each  of  which 
is  more  then  a  mile  long,  and  about  half  as  broad^  which  af- 
ford a  great  variety  of  trdUts,  and  in  great  abundance.  A 
man  with  his  filhing-rod,  has  been  known  to  eatch  loo  in  a 
day^  £com  4  ounces  jto  a  pound  weigiht  a*i|iece. 

Highways^  Bridges^ — ^The  great  military  road  leading  from 
Stirling  to  Invemels,  pafles  through  this  parilh»  and  is  joi9ed 
by  fieveral  county  roads  at  Tay  bridge,  which  is  about  half  a 
mile  from  the  pariih  church.  The  military  road  is  kept  itt 
repair  by  the  Govemmefl%  wd.  the  other  roads  by  the  ftatute- 
labour.  Since  thefe  roads  were  made^  5  or  6  double  carts 
fily  oonftaatly  between  this  eountry  and  Perth*    In  fuauner 

R  a  they 

au  chnich  of  that  partfli ;  aiid  there  are  other  farms  belonging  to  it  at  ftill  a 
{Ttater,  both  in  Glenlyon  and  Glenlochay,  {bme  of  which  are  above  30  miletfron^ 
the  pariih  church;  and  parts  of  fereral  other  pariihes,  and  cren  feveral  parifll 
dwrdia  iatervenc.  All  thefe  lands  t^  hold  of  the  familjr  of  Mensies.  Thif 
£ri&ia  of  partfliea  would  be  extremely  inconvenient,  both  for  the  paftoti  and 
people,  were  it  not  for  the  harmony  that  has  always  fubfifted  among  tbe  for- 
aa.  Every  clergyman  performs  the  feveral  fon^Uons  of  his  office  to  thofe  who 
ite  owft  ooDtiguoiis  to  him,  whether  they  are  his  own  pariihionert  or  not,  ez« 
tepting  only  parochial  vifitatioos  sad  catecJiifing,  which  eHry  nuaifter  < 
tt  hii  own  pariibioners. 


Atj  come  ind  ffi  twice  a-week,  ia  winter  boly  onoe  a^week. 
Tbey  are  commosi/  well  loaded  going  and  recumtng.  Be- 
fides  tbefe,  lliopkeepera  and  iaitnen  fpnd  a  nvaiber  of  carts 
to  Perth  for  merchant  goods^  fait,  iroa^  tar^  and  other  neccf* 
fiuies.  Before  the  roads  were  made,  a  verj  few  horfes  car«> 
riedf  in  back-loads,  all  the  goods  that  were  hronght  to,  or  feat 
ftfottt  this  oountfy.  There  are  Kkewife  verj  good  hridges  od 
the  risers  L jtm  and  Locha j« 

Mountatns^  dimaif,  &c.-— The  moft  remarkaUe  mountains, 
of  which  a  part  belong  to  this  pariA,  'are  that  of  Lawers  on 
die  north  fide  of  Loch  Tay,  and  Benteikemj  in  Glenlocliay. 
The  firft  of  thefe  is  reckoned  the  higheft  in  Fetthfliire,  be* 
ing,  according  to  a  meafurement,  4015  feet  from  the  level 
ti'  the  fea4  Thefe  monntains  produce  a  great  rarietj  of  al- 
pine plants  that  are  rarely  to  be  met  with  in  other  parts  of 
Britain.  The  air  in  this  country  is,  in  general,  pure  and 
kealthj.  Epidonical  difeafes  fddom  make  their  appearance, 
ascepting  meafles,  fmall-pox,  and  chin<>ooQgh.  Befbre  the 
pra6lice  oi  inoculation  was  introduced,  the  fmalUpox  gene* 
rally  oarfied  off  one  in  7  ;  but  fince  inoculation  has  become 
pretty  general,  not  i  in  200.  Even  thofe  who  ate  feiaed 
without  being  inoculated,  eTcape  much  better  than  formerly, 
as  the  cool'  regimen  is  univerfally  obferved.  The  moft  com* 
tnott  difeafes,  are  rheumatifms  both  acute  and  chronic,  pleu- 
rifies,  quinfies,  and  other  inflammatory  diforders.  The  jaun« 
dice,  before  the  year  1789,  was  a  very  uncommon  diforder 
in  this  country ;  but  fince  that  period,  hundreds  have  been 
jeized  with  it  of  all  ages  and  feices.  It  is  indeed  but  a  flight 
diforder  when  taken  in  time,  and  properly  treated,  efpecially 
when  the  patient  is  young,  or  in  the  vigour  of  life ;  but 
where  it  attadcs  old  people,  or  women  with  child,  or  when 
it  is  negkded,  or  improperly  treated^  it  often  proves  a  te« 

dious. 
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dIoo%  and  ia  £aine  cafes,  %  daiigexx»i&  diford^r.  No  change 
is  the  waj  of  living  C9n  account  for  this  diforder  being  fo 
£reqD«nt.  In  the  care  of  the  plenxify,  an  uncommon  me- 
thod of  cupping  was  anciently  uied  in  this  country,  as  well 
as  in  sQaaj  other  parts  of  the  Highlands.  The  part  affeSed 
was  flightlj  fcariiied  with  a  razor,  in  the  form  of  a  circle, 
aad  the  broad  end  of  a  large  cow  horn  was  appHed  oyer  it, 
and  a  piece  bciag  cut  off  the  tc^,  it  was  ftrongly  fucked  by 
a  perfcm'a  mouthy  by  which  means  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
blood  was  lakett  away,  and  often  ahnoft  immediate  relief  was 
procoMdu  Since  the  ofe  of  bliflers  and  proper  cupping  ap- 
paratue  have  been  introduced,  this'  awkward  method  is^  in 
moft  ^aoes,  difcontdntted.  A  few  tertian,  and  many  pu<irid 
aad  nenroos  ftvers  are  feequently  brought  from  the  Low 
Coontvy*  The  certieae  ase  eafily  cured }  but  the  other  kinds 
of  ftvev  pvove  often  iafa£kiouS|  ^ead  over  coaiiderable  dif« 
trifts,  and  fometimes  cut  off  a-great  many  lives. 

56^  Froduc0^  &c. — n^e  foil  of  this  parifb  varies  accord- 
lag  to  the  diffisnent  parts  of  the  country  in  which  it  is  fituat-* 
cd.  The  acconnaa  given  of  the  foil  in  the  pariihes  of  Dull| 
Fofttogal^  Kenxnore,  and  KiUin,  apply  refpediv^y  to  the 
parts  of  this  parifli  that  are  interwoven  with  thofe.  The 
aamber  of  pkmgbs  is  70,  naoft  of  them  now  drawn  by  a 
iiorfes.  The  number  of  carts  is  at  leaft  double  that  ef  ploughs, 
as  many  keep  a  cart  who  do  not  yoke  a  horfe  in  a  plough, 
b  the  lower  parte  of  the  parilh^  ao  acres  arable  may  be 
Kckooed  %  plougbgate  ;  but  in  the  higher  parts,  not  above 
7  or  8»  There  are  ibwn  annually  in  this  parifli,  500  bolls  of 
oats,  LiaKdigow  meafure,  whicb  yield,  at  an  average,  feur- 
fidd ;  195  bolls  of  barley,  or  rather  bear,  yielding  about  fix* 
foU;  peafe,  40  bolb^  yielding  three^fold;  potatoes,  125  boUs, 
yiddi&g  twelve^fold ;  and  15  hogihestds  of  flax  feed,  yielding 

between 
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'between  3  and  4  &oixes  the  peck  of  fcutched  flax.   Thst  whide 
of  this  flax  is  drefled  in  water  mills,  which  are  ere&ed  in 
different  parts  of  the,  countrj.     The  owner  of  the  lint  pajs 
IS.  4d.  the  ftone,  for  drefling  it  at  the  mill.     The    whole  of 
the  flax,  except  what  is  necelTar  j  for  linen  for  the  people 
then:ifelyes^  is  fpun  into  jarn  of  4,   <i9  or  6  hanks  from  the 
pound  weighty  and  fold  in  that  ftate  to  mannfadurers  in 
Perth  and  GlafgoW.     There  is  a  good  deal  of  Ume  iifed  for 
manure  ;  and  were  it  not  for  the  fcartitj  and  expenfe  of  fuel 
to  burn  it,  there  would  be  nmch  ihore  ufed^  as  the  linaeilond 
is  in  great  plent j  in  moft  places  of  this  coitntrj  \  and  as  it  is 
invaria,bly  found  to  fucceed  wherever  it  ean  b6  procured. 
Dung  of  tbte  cattle  and  horfes  is  alxboft  the  onlj  otluer  ma- 
nure ufed  here.     No  marl  has  been  difooyered^     There  have 
been  of  late  years^  a  few  patches  fown  \irith  turotips^-  and  af- 
terward laid  down  with  clover  and  rje-gcafs  feeds,  and  both 
hay  and  turnips  have  anfwered  very/well.     Turnip's  and  po- 
utoes  are  laid  down  in  drills,  and  carefully  hoed.     There  is 
very  little  of  the  ground  enclofed  or  fubdivided.  March-fences, 
and  head*fences  to  feparate  the  arable  frcKn  the  pafture  grounds,- 
have  been  built  in  moft  places  within  the  laft  30  years.     Be- 
fore  that  period,  the  whole  might,  for  the  greateft  part  of 
the  year,  be  coofidered  as  a  common ;  but  now,  in  moft 
places,  marches  aro  ftri^y  obferved  to  thevecy  lops  of  the 
mountains, 

u^iitMa/r.---Quadrupeds  of  the  wild  kind,  are,-  a  fbw  red 
deer,  roes,  foxes^  hares,  wild  oats,  martins,  otters,  badgers, 
pjolecats,  weafels,  ermincsf  imd  moles.  The  foxes,  before 
the  year  1760,  made  great  havook  among  the  Iheep;  goats, 
&c. ;  but  from  that  time,  regular  fox-hunters  haVe  been  em' 
ployed  at  fixed  falaries,  by  whofe  diligence  and  IkiU'vafl  num- 
bers of  foxes  have  been  deftroyed  \  fe  that  Aeir  number  is 

now 
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&OW  greatlj  reduced.  Eagles,  hawks  of  various  kinds,  ravens^ 
kooded  crows,  and  kites,  breed  in  great  numbers  in  rocks 
tsd  woods ;  and  deftroj  lambs,  and  a  great  deal  of  game  and 
poultry  ;  and  jet  there  has  been  no  public,  and  fcarce  any 
private  encouragement  given  for  their  defiruftion.  Whilo 
the  game  laws  are  fo  fevere,  thA  ihepherds,  and  others,  whoie 
occupation  leads  them  to  the  places  where  thefe  deftru^Hve 
creatures  moft  abound,  dare  not  carry  a  gun  or  kill  a  fingle 
moorfowl,  no  great  efieds  can  be  expe&ed  from  any  plan 
laid  down  for  deftroying  birds  of  prey,  though  it  may  be 
£afcly  averred,  that  one  of  thefe  will  deftroy  more  game  in 
sfeafon,  than  xo  ihepherds  would  do,  though  they  were  at 
perfeA  liberty  to  kill  as  many  as  they  could  *• 

There  are  in  the  parifli  1236  head  of  black  cattle,  and  290 
horfes.  Cows  are  worth  from  2L  los.  to  5I.,  according  to 
the  part  of  the  country  in  which  they  are  bred,  thefe  in  the 
glens  being  of  greateft  value.  Horfes  coil  from  jl.  to  X3L 
Before  the  introduSion  of  iheep-&rming,  a  great  many  finall 
borfes  were  reared  in  the  hilly  parts  of  the  country;  but  now 
moft  of  the  horfes  required  in  this  pariih,  are  bought  from 
Argjleihire,  or  from  the  Low  Country. 

There  are  about  8000  iheep,  befides  the  ufual  proportion 
of  lambs  and  year-olds.  Thefe  are  moftly  of  the  Lammer. 
moor  breed.  A  few  of  the  long  Engliih  kind,  and  alfo  of 
the  Cheviot  breed,  have  been  introduced;  but  we  have  not 

had 

*  There  ve  both  black  and  red  game  in  the  parifli,  ptannigam,  ploveri^ 
ifiipcs,  p«rtridfef»  and  dottercJa.  MaUids,  gulls,  and  other  water  fowl  coaM 
to  ^tch  m  the  locha.  Birds  of  paflage  are,  cuckoos,  woodcocks,  Seldfiures, 
taflfinchea,  and  Ihowflakes.  A  lew  of  thefe  laft  hatch  in  our  higheft  Bramw 
taiu.  lirds  tlMS  are  not  reckoned  game,  birds  of  prey,  or  migratory  birdi^ 
M,  looks,  atgpie%  ^Kji^  daws,  woodpeckers,  rag  ousela,  water  ouzels  (Teiy 
detradrre  10  the  ^ws  of  fiih)  throflies,  blackbirdsi  laxka  of  icfcral  ( 
fisaets,  9aA^  a  great  yanctx  tf  finidl  birds. 
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hftd  them  long  tnoagh  to  give  «  decided  d^mtiNi^  whether  oi 
not  thej  wiU  eafwer  with  eut  pafture«  Ewe  and  lamb  feli 
fbr  Its.  or  I4s.»  3  year  o|d  wedden  at  aboat  the  fame  price, 
and  younger  ikeep  in  proportion.  The  wool  is,  in  geaeral, 
eoarle,  and  fetches  imly  between  7  s.  aad  8  a.  the  ftone  tron  \ 
7,  8,  and  eren  9  Becoes  go  to  the  ftooetroo.  What  is  not  ma- 
tta£i&iired  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants,  of  the  wool,  is  fent 
to  Perdif  Stirliagy  and  AUoa.  Before  ikeep-fartniag  was  in- 
troduced,  about  30  years  ago,  we  had  a  fnaall  fpectes  of  flieep 
with  white  or  reddifh  faces,  and  fine  wool ;  but  thefe  were 
oonfidered  fo  much  inferior  to  the  black  faced  kind  in  the 
fiae  of  the  carcnfe  (the  only  objeft  attended  to  till  of  late), 
that  the  race  is  cither  adulterated  or  extirpated.  Many  of 
the  moft  fenfibk  Iheep  farmers  begin  to  regret  this,  as  they 
aow  perceive  that  the  difference  in  the  Talue  of  the  wool,  and 
in  the  great  number  of  the  fmall  (beep  that  imght  be  kept 
on  the  fame  pafture,  would  more  than  oompenfate  &r  the 
difference  in  the  weight  of  the  carcafe.  Till  the  period  above 
mentioned,  iheep  were  oonfidered  as  of  little  value  in  this 
country.  Farmers  kept  only  as  many  as  were  fulEeient  to 
clothe  their  fietmilies  and  afford  them  a  little  mutton,  as  there 
was  very  little  demand  for  either  wool  or  mutton  from  other 
countries.  There  were  befides,  feveral  cixcnmftascea  in  the 
man^ment  (^  flieep  that  prevented  their  thriving*  They 
were  thou^t  fudi  tender  animals,  that  th^  could  not  be  left 
with  fafety  to  lie  in  the  open  air  during  the  night  in  winter. 
Independent  of  this  prejudice,  the  number  of  foxes  rendered 
it  a  neceflary  precaution  to  hoafe  them  at  night.  The  lamU 
were  allowed  to  come  too  early  in  the  feafon  before  the  ewes 
had  any  new  grafs.  There  was  indeed  no  winter  grais  re« 
ferved  fer  them.  From  the  middle  of  May  diey  were  milk« 
cd  every  morning,  the  lambs  being  feparated  from  them  over- 
night, till  about  the  end  of  June^  when  the  Iambs  were  wean- 
ed. 
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«!  Thb  prdovBteft  the  hmbr  from  ever  conning  to  their  fall 
ze«  Th^  ewes  contixuied  toi  be  milked  er^enix^  and  mora<^ 
lag  till  the  end  of  Septemliery  being  for  moft  part  of  that 
time  ccmfioed  all  night  in  rtrj  narrow  folda*  It  is  now  be- 
lieved by  vexy  judtcions  farmers,  that  the  old  fpecies,  with 
Che  figme  ttearment,  would  prove  fnll  as  hardj  as  the  blacks 
faced  kind,  and  that  5  of  theib  at  lead  might  be  kept  on  the 
ftnie  grafs  that  ia  fofficient  for  4  of  the  other* 

Pe^iblfoif.— According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report,  the  .popu- 
lation then  was  xi95.  There  are  at  prefent  1364  fouls  iathif 
pariOiy  of  whom  63a  are  males^  and  710  females* 


Bebw  Ko  years. 

315 

From  50  to  70, 

167 

From  xo  to  lo. 

tt49 

Fcom  70  to  80, 

45 

From  ao  to  jo^ 

57^ 

From  80  and  upwards,        2  7 

Fanners, 

108 

Coopers, 

fi 

Crofters, 

5«> 

Weavers, 

24 

Cotugers, 

Z20 

Flaxdrefiers, 

10 

Souths, 

3 

Woolcombers, 

3 

Wrights,         -         -. 

JO 

Tailors, 

6 

Wheelwrights,  * 

6 

♦Millers, 

4 

Vol.  Xll. 

S 

Rent, 

*  Tlie  regifters  of  baptiCms  and  marriages  afford  little  iofbroiation,  by  which 
one  can  judge  of  the  population  of  the  parifli,  as  a  great  proportion  of  both 
airriages  and  bapttfms  are  regiftered  in  the  parifhes  of  KJIlm  and  Fortingal, 
that  belong  to  this  parifh.  There  is  no  regtfter  of  burials  kept,  nor  would  it 
indeed  be  eafy,'  as  the  people  in  this  country  do  not  bury  cither  in  the  nearcft 
burial  ground,  nor  in  that  belonging  to  their  parifh ;  but  they  always  endea- 
vour, at  whatever  diftance,  to  bury  with  their  anceflors.  From  an  average  of 
ifZ  famiUeSy  taken  at  random,  the  number  of  childrea  born  of  each  marriage. 
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Rent,  Heritors,  £cc — ^The  valued  rent  of  tfat  patOk  h 
1613L  SootSv  the  teal  rent  about  165QL  Sterliag.  The  whole 
parifli,  except  one  faroi  belonging  to  Mr.  Menzies  of  CaU 
<iace3y  is  the  propertj  of  two  herieocs^  tl^  Earl  of  Breadal- 
banc,  and  Sir  John  M enzies  of  Menzies,  Baronet.  Sir  John 
Men^ies  is  patron,  and  has  his  prinaipal  refidoiot  at  Caftle 
Menxies  in  this  pariihy  where  he  reitd^s  fax  a  part  of  the 
vear.  It  is  a  handfome  edifke  boilt  in  the  form  of  a  ca(Ue« 
with  turrets,  &c.  It  was  built  in  the  year  157 1.  The  grounds 
around  it  were  greatly  adorned  by  the  late  Sir  Robert  Men- 
ties,  with  gardeas,  plaotationst  and  beautiful  walks.  It  is 
fituated  under  a  mod  beautiful  bank,  which  is  coTcted  with 
trees  of  various  kinds,  and  is  of  conliderable  lengtb  and 
height,  haying  a^  esteniive  plaip  i|i  froat  tovyards  the  fiMUb, 
wj^ich  is  divided  into  a  number  of  enclofurea.  •  Here  are 
likewifc;  t  jQtDchaxds»  which  yield  n;  great  quantity  of  apjdes, 
pears,  cherries,  and  the  fineft  of  geans  bojf:h  black  and  red* 
The  Earl  of  Brcsdalbane's  kitchen  garden  is  alfo  in  this  pa- 
liili,  aud  yields  a  good  quantity  ^f  fruit  pf  diifereaf  kinds 
pn  the  walls  and  ef)?aliers,  and  a  great  variety  of  vegetable^ 
ipf  the  tabic  in  h\^\  pcrfe^qn. 

L 

J  Church,  Marje,  Stipund,  Schc^l,  Poor.— The  chprdi  was 

Jjiiilt,  ^ccordirg  to  an  infcripticp  abovQ.thc  door,  in  the  year 

3609,  and  repaired  in  1732.     When  it  was  firft  built,  and 

*       *-  many 

i*<|ncr.ily.  Vc>r^  x\rr.^i\  in  the  gr^zln^  p?rt?  of  the  country  there  arc  uc- 
<*cubtcilly  fewer  pcrfuiis,  yet  the  increafc  in  the  lower  parts,  it  is  prefumcd,  at 
Icaft  conipcnfates  (or  that  rfecreafe.  There  are  no  diffenters  from  the  Eftablifh- 
cd  Churcji  cf  any  denomination.  Servant's  wajjcs  arc  increafed  rapidly  for 
f  fomc  years  paft.  In  the  year  1778,  a  man  fervant  got  3h  nnd  roaintcnaore, 
who  now  p(ts  61.  or  7I.  i  a  maid  fcr yam's  w:^res  liaye  rifcu  during  the  fapie 
period  from  il.  10 s.  to  3I.  in  the  year,  and  ftll  labourers  and  tradefmen's  wag''? 
»n  proportion. 


Of.'Wecm  \'^ 
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too/  yifarfi  afterward,  it  was  fully  fiifScierit  to  contain  all 
the  coagregatibn  that  affembled  to  it ;  but  fince  the  knoxv*. 
ledge  and  pradice  of  true  religion  have  been  more  widely 
diffofed,  the  chifrch  is  by  ninch  too  fcdaD  foT  th«  coni^regai^ 
tion,  efpecially  in  the  fummer  months,  when  at  leaft  a  fourth 
of  them  are  v^liged  to  fit  without,  the  windows  being  thrown 
open,  and  a  great  many  old  and  infirm  people  obliged  to  re:, 
loain  at  hom«,  who  canilot  venture  to  fit  in  the  open  air^ 
Two^diirds  at  leaft  of  the  congregation  are  from  the  pariflies 
of  Dull,  Logierait,  and  Fortingal,  their  own  parifh  churcheai 
being  at  too  great  i,  cfiftanci.  The  manfe  was  biiilt  in  I744» 
and  had  fome  reparations  fince,  but  is  flill  the  moil  .inconve- 
aient  msmfe  in  this  oottntry.  The  glebe  is  about  ^i  acre^ 
arable,  of  a  good  light  foil,  Knd  sibout  an  acfe  of  paftufe  and 
meadoW,  befides  a  garden  \  of  an  acre.  The  living,  exclu- 
five  of  the  glebe,  was  formerly  3^1.  3s.  yd.  Sterling  in  mo- 
ney, aod  3a  bolis^.  Linlithgow  meafure,  hsilf  oat  iliea],  half 
bear.  Laft  fdmzner^effion  (17;^^)  it  wa?  atxgmented  to  64 
bolls  rifinal,  and  661.  3s.  7  d.  money,  including  commtmion' 
elements  *.^Therc  is  a  fchool  maintained  by  the  heritors, 

S  a  •  The 


•  It  was  ufual  for  tlic  rainlftcrs  of  Wccm  and  iKlenraorc  to  oificiate,  the  lat- 
ter every  5th  Sunday,  and  the  former  4  times  a-ycar,  at  Lawers,  on  the  north 
&»''  o:*  Lcfch  Tay,  where  tlierc  is  a  pretty  good  chapel  b"uilt  by  the  Earls  of 
Brtdfhlbanc.  Aboat  a  years  ago,  the  Society  fur  Propagating  Qiriftian  Kuow> 
>edge,  oat  of  a  fund  bequeathed  tfiem  by  the  late  Lady  Gicnorcny,  Um  the  pur- 
pofe  of  encouraging  religion  atid  induftty  on  the  cftate  of  Ereadalbunc,  fcttlpil 
<  i&ifCoaary  ixrinilter,  who  officiates  alternately  at  Lawers,  On  the  ncrth  fiilr, 
aad  at  Ardeonaig  oh  the  fouth  (ide  of  loch  Tay.  The  Society  allow  Win  ao  K 
a-year,  and  Che  Earl  of  Breadalbane  ai  much,  with  a  houfc  and  a  piece  of  land 
ia  naxoe  of  a  glebe.  This  eftablifhment  precludes  the  necelTity  of  the  mluiriers 
*r  Weem  or  Kenmore  preaching  at  Lawers,  an(f  the  miniftcr  of  Kiilin  Aon» 
preaching  at  Ardeonaig.  The  minlfters  of  Fortingal  and  Weero,  ftiii  ofHciatr 
»««  Clc&ljop,  the  former  oacc  i«  5  or  (J  weeks,  the' later  5  or  <j  tiiaei  a-year,  at 

a  f\%9tt 
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.The  falary  was  only  61.  139.  4d.  Sterling,  till  <lus  jear 
(1793)  that  the  heritota  have»  of  their  own  (tt6  modoiiy 
raifed  it  to  xil.  3(f.  3  {^4*  This,  with  fohool-wagea,  ieffioiu 
clerk's  fees,  Slc*  maj  amonnt  in  whole  to  14  L  There  is  a 
good  fchool-houfey  fchoolmafter's  dwcHiog^hoafe,  and  %  imaH 
garden  *• — There  are  few  poor  iq  this  porifli,  and  ch«7  vc^ 
for  the  moil  part,  fupported  by  their  own  induftrj,  and  ooca* 
fional  fupplies  from  the  pariih  funds*    There  are  at  prefimt 

xaper. 

a  place  about  20  ftatutc  miles  from  the  church  at  Weem.  Tbeie  is  a  good 
chapel  built  there  a  few  years  ago,  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  that  valley,  and  fome  fmill  donations  from  a  few  of  the  neighbour- 
inj(  gentlemen.  The  inhabitants  of  Gleulyon,  about  a  fimrth  of  whom  ar«  is 
this  pariih,  have  been  remarkable  lor  bonefty,  indoltry,  and  (bbrietfy  far  manj 
|(\enerations,  before  the  forrounding  countries  were  brought  to  the  date  of  ci- 
vilization  they  are  in  at  prefent.  This  muft  be  attributed  to  two  concurring 
caufes;  Xft,  The  pioprietors  of  this  Tailey  (the  Campbelk  of  Glenlyon)  were 
themfelves,  for  many  defcents,  men  of  great  integrity,  and  encotthiged  fucfa  of 
their  retainers  only  as  were  of  the  fame  di^ofitiom  ad,  A  fpaik.  of  teMgion 
was  early  kindled  among  them,  which  being,,  for  a  Uttic  time,  confined  to  a  few 
famihes,  has  long  ago  difrufeil  itfclf  over  the  whole  valley.  The  religion  of 
thefc  people  is  not  of  the  fpeculative  dlfpotatious  kind,  but  fach  as  influences 
the  whole  of  their  condat^  in  their  intercourfe  with  mankind. 

*  There  are  likewife  3  other  fchools  fupported  frooi  a  fund  of  tfooo  aerk^ 
Scots,  mortified  for  that  purpofe  by  Mr.  Archibald  Campbell,  firft  Prelbytepan 
minifter  of  this  pariHi,  ulio  was  admitted  about  the  year  1705.  The  intereft 
of  that  fiim  only,  is  cmjiloycd  according  to  the  deed  of  morcification,  for  tho 
maintenance  of  3  fchooh  in  the  moft  remote  parts  of  the  parifli,  1.  e,  5I.  lis. 
ijd.  to  each  of  the  3.  n)is  fum,  at  the  time  it  was  firft  given  (about  the 
ycsr  1740)  was  fufficicnt  for  fupj  orting  a  lad  to  teach  for  7  months  in  the  year, 
\*\uO\  a*t  that  time  was  ail  that  was  required,  as  tht  people  difpcrfed  through 
tht  hills  with  their  can!e  in  the  n'onth  of  May,  and  the  fcliools  did  not  con- 
vene till  after  the  harvcft  v/as  finilhed.  Since  fljeep  farming  was  introduced, 
the  jjcoplc  remain  at  home  the  whole  year,  confeq\ieutly  the  fchools  would  be 
of  the  fame  confcqucncc  in  fuinmer  as  in  winter.  The  Society  for  Propagating 
Chriftian  Knowledge,  allow  cne  of  thcfe  fchools  5L  a  year  (that  at  Roro  in 
Glenlyon)  in  addition  to  the  former  falary,  which  enr.Mes  the  fchoolmafler  to  i 
leach  thiough  the  greateft  puit  of  the  year.  Thcfe  3  fchoobnaften  aA  like* 
wife  as  catcchifts# 
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t)  peifons,  moftly  old  women^  on  the  poor's  lift.  The  funds 
arife  from  the  Snndaj  coUeftions,  and  the  rents  of  a  few  feats 
in  the  church.  The  yearly  diftributions  amount  to  about  24 1. 
The  weekly  coUedions  have  greatly  decreafed  of  late  years  ; 
the  family  of  Menzies  having  rcfided  in  the  parifli  only  a  few 
months  in  the  year. 

Mi/ceBaneous  Obfervations.-'-^Ytw  or  none  have  emigrated 
beyond  feas  from  this  parilh  ;  but  whole  troops  of  boys  and 
girls  go  annually  to  the  low  country  for  fervice»  and  of  late 
to  the  cotton- works,  many  of  whom  fettle  there. — There  is 
only  one  inn  in  the  pari(h»  and  five  ale-houfes,  or  whiiky« 
hoofes.  Thefe  lad  are  very  little  frequented  but  at  weddings, 
markets,  and  other  public  meetings^. — ^The  Gaelic  language 
is  that  commonly  fpoken,  but  Englilh,  of  the  Scottiih  dialed; 
»  generally  underftood.-— Peats,  which  are  made  at  a  confider- 
able  espenfe,  carried  from  a  great  diftance,  and  in  many  pla- 
ces becoming  fcarce,  are  the  only  fuel  of  this  pariih.  There 
bave  never  any  attempts  been  made  for  finding  coal,  though 
it  is  faid  there  are  favourable  appearances  of  them  in  the 
Earl  of  Breadalbane's  lands.  His  Lordlhip  has  it  in  contem- 
plation to  caufe  a  fearch  to  be  made.  The  greateft  hindrance 
to  improvement  in  agriculture,  arifes  from  this  fcarcity  and 
expenfe  of  fuel,  as  thereby  the  farmers,  in  many  places, 
ftre  precluded  from  burning  any  lime  for  manure,  though 
the  limeftone  is  in  great  abundance,  and  the  greateft  part 
of  the  fommer,  which  might  be  profiubly  employed  in  faU 
lowing,  draining,  enclofing  and  making  different  kinds  of 
compoft  for  manure,  is  entirely  fpent  in  calling,  drying, 
tod  carrying  home  peats*  More  horfes  and  carts  are  like- 
^Ife  deflroyed  in  this  work,  than  by  all  other  farm-la« 
bofir.-^ Another  great  hindrance  to  agriculture  in  gene- 
ral, is  the  want  of  lcafes«    While  a  man  poiTefles  a  farm 

only 
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only  from  year  to  ycv.  at  the  will  of  his  landlord  (which 
is  the  cafe  here)  he  can  have  little  fpirk  for  improvement, 
as  he  is  altogether  uncertain  who  is  to  reap  the  fruits  of  his 
induftry. 

All  the  general  ohfervations  made  on  the  pariihes  of  Dolf^ 
Fortingal,  Kenmore  and  Killin,  apply  alfo  to  the  pariik  of 
Weem,  as  it  is  fo  curioufly  interwoven  with  thexa. 


NUM- 
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NUMBER  XIIL 
PARISH  Qf   CULLEN. 


(CouNTT  OF  Banff,  Stkod  of  Aberdeek,  Paesbttert  o^ 

FORDTCE.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robert  Grant. 


Royaltff  Extent,  Climate^  \3c. 

CULLEN,  as  appears  from  old  charters,  was  originallj 
called  Inverctthn^  becaufe  it  fiands  upon  the  bank  tif 
the  Burn  of  CoUen,  which*  at  the  N*  end  of  the  town,  falla 
into  the  fea :  but  now  it  is  known  by  the  name  of  CuUen  on- 
^J*  Cnllen  is  a  royal  burgh,  formerly  a  confiabulary,  oC 
which  the  Eart  of  Findlater  was  hereditary  conftable.  The 
fet»  as  it  is  called,  of  the  council,  confifts  of  19,  in  whidh  nom« 
^  are  included  the  Earl  of  Findlater,  hereditary  prefes,  3 
UKes,  a  treafurer,  a  dean-of-guild,  and  13  counfellors.  The 
pariih  extends  from  the  fea  fouthward,  about  2  EogliOi  miles 
in  length,  and  about  i  mile  in  breadth.  The  annexed  part 
of  the  pariffi  of  Rathven,  quoad  facra^  is  of  extent  about  3 
miles  io  length,  and  a  in  breadth,  forming  together  the  figure 
ofa^pdrant,  having  a  ftraight  line  on  the  N.  and  £.  and 

the 
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the  fegment  of  a  circle  oo  the  W.  and  S.  The  fiice  of  th« 
country  is  neither  hiUj  nor  fiat ;  in  general  the  fields  have 
an  eafy  gentle  flope«  X  te  foil  is  of  3  kinds ;  the  greateft 
part  is  a  fine  rich  loam,  upon  a  foft  claj 'bottom  ;  fome  fields 
of  a  ftrong  rich  clay,  and  a  few  of  a  light  loam»  upon  a  tilly 
bottom.  As  the  fields  in  general  are  dry,  and  as  the  hills  in 
the  neighbouring  pariiLes  ofRathvenand  DefisLford  attraft  the 
clouds  and  vapours  that  arife  from  the  fea,  the  air  of  this  pa- 
rifli  is  pure  and  extrea>ely  wholefome  ;  as  a  proof  of  this,  tna* 
ny  of  the  inhabitanti  live  and  enjoy  comfortable  health,  till 
far  pad  8a,  and  feverals  above  90  years.  And  no  local  or  epi- 
demical diftemper  has  been  known  to  prevail  in  the  memory 
of  any  perfon  alive.  Even  the  (malUpox,  in  the  natural  way, 
is  become  mild,  and  in  no  proportion  fo  fatal  as  in  former 
times  ;  but  this  may  be  owing  to  the  greater  degree  of  dean- 
linefs  among  the  people,  and  learning  tHie' modern  treatment 
of  that  loath  fome  diftemper. 

jigriculture .'^Thc  farms  are  fmall,  from  5  1.  to  jol.  of 
rent,  -and  the  fine  field  about  the  town  is  let  in  fmall  lots,  to 
accommodate  the  inhabitants.  Although  the  foil  is  fit  to  pro- 
duce any  kind  of  grain,  yet  the  crops  generally  raifed  are, 
oat6»  barley,  peafe,  beans,  turnip,  potatoes,  fbwn  grafs  and 
iax.  Flax  fetms  to  be  a  precarious  crop  upon  the  eaft  coaft 
of  Scotland;  the  foil  and  climate  are  too  dry  for  it,  but  in  a 
XQoifl;  ftafon  there  are  good  crops.  This  obfervaticn  might, 
ptrhaps  be  worthy  the  attention  of  landholders  and  farmers 
in  moiiler  climates,  where  crops  of  corn  are  more  precarious, 
to  t-ncour'^ge  the  culture  of  flax ;  efpecially  as  it  is  an  early 
crop,  and  fit  foi  pulling  before  the  feaibn  ot  ttie  mildews,  fo 
fatal  to  grain,  generally  icts  in.  The  average  rent  of  the  land 
is  iiom  10  s.  to  a  1.  10  s.  the  acre*     The  only  plough  ufed 

.   here 
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}im  is  the  Ugjbt  Yorkfliire  plpugb,  commonlj  drawn  hy  2 
hories. 

iyberies. — ^Thc  fjpa  affords  plenty  and  variety  of  fiflies,' 
haddock,  whiting,  donnders,  mackerelV  holybuc^  turbot,  cod, 
ling,  tuik,  ftate,  dog  and  cat.  if  he  only  ihell-filh  in  abun- 
dance  is  crab  and  lobfter,  which  laft  are  caught  in  great  qdan^ 
tities,  and  of  late  fent  to  the  London  market.  There  are  two 
niiiiag  villages,  one  at  the  north  end  of  the  town  of  Culien,' 
where  there  are  7  fifiiing  boats  ;  and  one  called  Portknockies, 
2  miles  weft  of  Oulfen,  in  the  annexed  part  of  the  parifh  of 
Rathven,  where  there,  are  other  7  boats.  Each  boat  has  6 
men ;  by  wbofe  induftry  the  town  and  country  around  are  am« 
ply  fnpplied  with  good  fi(b.  iftefides  what  is  fold  daily,  the 
fibers  cure  and  dry  a  coniiderable  quantity  of  cod,  ling,  Ikate 
and  haddocks,  which,  after  ferving  the  ootti^tiy,  tliey  carry  to 
Montrofe,  Forfar,  Dundee  and  Leith,  where,  befides  their  oil, 
each  man  fells  at  an  average,  xol.  value  of  fiih ;  and  they 
bring  home  hemp,  wool,  and  Cadt  for  their  own  ufe. 

Manufaihiresl — Before  the  year  1740,  tlie  inhabitants  of 
Collen  were  as  poor  and  idle  as  any  fet  of  people  in  the  north. 
There  was  no  induftry,  trade,  nor  maniifafture  among  tbem  : 
tbeir  only  empli^ment  was  to  labotir  a  few  acres  of  land,  and  to 
keep  ti^lin|;  houfes  $  and  often  to  drink:  with  one  aniothei^ 
to  coDftune  the  beer  for  want  of  cufiomers.  The  late  Earl  of 
Fiowter,  that  true  patriot,  pit jing  the  fituation  of  the  pieople, 
rdblvcd  to  introduce  the  iben  manuftt^re  amon^  them; 
And  here,  perhaps,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  mention  the 
method  be  adopted  to  promote  this  ]^Ur]^£e.  Be  ||ip«g|^  a 
or  3  getttlemen*s  fons  from  Edinburgh,  who  had  beea  r^g%»^ 
larly  bred  there. to  t&e  BuiBneis,  and  who  bad'ibm^  patrimony 
of  their  own  i  but,  for  tlicir  encoiiragement  to  lecde  fo  far 
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Bortfat  )ie  gtre  to  each  600 1.  Irds  0^  iatkHIk  tbf  feVfth  yeafs  $ 
after  whicb,  the  money  was  to  be  repaid  bj  50 1  jearlj,  the 
remainder  in  their  hands  to  b«  always  free  of  intereft.  Be- 
fides  this,  he  built  excellent  weavbg  ihops,  and  fomifiied 
every  accommodation  at  very  reaibnable  rates  :  and  as  his 
lordihip  prefided  at  the  Board  of  Troftees  at  Edinburgh,  he 
obtained  for  his  young  manufadurers,  premioms  of  looms, 
hecUeti  reds,  and  fpinning  whedsi  with  a  fmall  lalarj  to  a 
fpmmng  miftrefa*  So  good  a  plan*  and  fo  great  encourage- 
sneotf  could  not  fail  of  fucceb.  In  a  few  years,  the  mana* 
&fture  was  efiaUiihed  to  the  extent  defired.  AH  the  young 
people  were  engaged  in  the  bufmefs ;  and  even  the  old  found 
employment  in  various  ways  by  the  manufiii&ttres  :  atid  thus 
a  fpirit  of  indoftry  was  ditfufed  over  the  place  and  neighbour- 
hood  in  a  very  (hort  time,  which  foon  appeared  in  their  com« 
fbrtable  mode  of  living,  and  their  dreis.  The  maoufafture 
here,  as  well  as  in  other  places,  has  had  its  viciflitudes,  owing 
to  good  or  bad  markets  and  demands  ;  but  ftill  it  continues 
on  the  whole  in  a  comfortable  flate.  There  are  in  this  fmall 
|dace  65  looms,  conftantly  employed  in  weaving  linen,  fome 
few  of  them  in  weaving  damaik.  The  manufafiurers  aUb 
give  out  a  great  number  of  webs  to  be  woven  by  country- 
weavers  in  their  own  ihops.  There  are  alfo  7  ftocking  looms 
confiantly  employed. 

,  'Pijft«fojbii*-«*^ccording  to  Dr.  Webfter's  reporti  the  popu* 
lation  then  was  900.  About  100  years  ago,  at  the  average 
4lf  7  7^"»  multiplying  the  baptifms  by  a6,  the  number  of 
pe^e  i^.CuHen,  and  die  annexed  part  of  the  parifh  of  tUth« 
vexi»  .mnomited  to  SoiS.-  60  years  fince,  by  the  fame  rule,  the 
amnb^r  was  1040,  but  the  accuracy  of  the  regifters,  I  am  a^ 
firtid,  ciMinot  be  depended  upon.  By  a  liR,  taken  in  2791, 
fhe  Bomber  of  fouls  in  ^e  pariih  of  Cullen,  and  the  annexed 

part 


in  t|ie  pariib  oC  CuU^n  {^14  ^  pf  fbp&i  ifl^<;?  j  ji^  i^mi^^ 
i64.  In  the  9QO(iie4  S9^?t  Qf  Rptbytii  jj»j  ;  malc^  a7l>  fc« 
malc9  a34.  Of  tbp  ftbpve  iinmbm  in  (JijlUeD,  aod  the  a|ine99[ 
fd  pm  of  RatbvjBD,  tb«rc  arje  i^de^  7  jcai?  pf  a{9i  ux^flfif  m^ 
icmakf  11  j,  Tb^  imrre^fe  qf  fl^q  pppubuiwi  )m^  \^p^  pnlji 
in  the  town  of  C¥)U^9»  ^d  in  the  ^tow««  of  CfiUefi  vi^ 
Portknocl^ieB  f  for  ^nviug^  \h^  perio49  pf  th^  above  9verf)Ke^ 
calci^btioi^,  .th^cie  were  ferergl  fanoi  wcU  p^ple^  W^^p 
after  that«  werp  iq^tgi  for  the  Ipirl  of  FiA4|ater'«  ctwa  |i9fi. 
cofliinQdatipiiv .  and  ^re  fince  umobabitecU  Th^  %yv^^  ftl 
bapcifima  annnallj,  ja  about  4j»  x^a^rif^  i|«  The  h^^!9S 
the  people  ^rr  of  Che  ^AzW^ufi  religion,,  Sefore  the  j^ 
1782,  ther^  w?a  i^ot  pfup  Catholic  in  thf  ^^nSHi.  ^P^^fi?*^ 
there  a^e  abom*  30,  fmd  8  £pifcQpaUaf^« 

Ch^h^  Sfif^  Sf^c^  CjtariHitlefym^^iififff^  fqpf:^  i^c^rr^ 
C^llen  (eems  prigii^ally  tp  Jfuw  been  a  ^hj^pel  of  ]^a£p  ^r  ^f 
accommpdfition  c^  thf  people  of  ^at  ep^WF  9^  ^®  S^nfl^  9^ 
Fordjce,  ani)  th?  coptig\ioi|f  pa^)9^  {^thyen;  tht^e  'mr?  Jl 
churches  or  cb^peU,  that  pf  ^.  }t^rj  ^  St.  A°9f  >  th«  }]^ 
ter  waa  a  prebend.,  The  prefent  i^^f^h  if  ^^JjQmM  pf  tl^f 
two  fornter  -,  it  is  ycrjr  old.  not  well  lightedi^  and  too  fmall 
for  the  congregation.  The  Earl  of  Findlate^  and  Seafield  ia 
patron.  Th^  ftipend  confifts  of  40 1.  18  8.  to^S^d.  in  monejr, 
iododtng  jo  me^ka  fpr  .poi^monipn  ^lem^ts,  2  chalders  ^ 
barjej  and  a  chgM»9  pf  m^%  Tb«  glebe  909^  of  4^  ac^. 
and  fofiie  falb ;  Imc  the  nunifter  haa  no  grafa^  nor  any-  allow* 
asce  for  it.  The  span^e  was  repaired  about  7  years  fince,  at 
which  time  there  was  a  complete  fet  of  offices  built  and  co« 
Tend  with  4i?tc|i«  ^zd  Fj^i^if^  i^  prppfseto^  pf  the  wbc^e 
fuHkf  cxccpc  ibme  pfopotj  beiooging  to  the  iMm^eonneil  1 
eiiefriaBbeist^e,coofiilingof  aheofi^agaidtDf  aaianaofw 
Ta  of 
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of  Und,  tttd  feme  few  acres  mortified  for  pious  ufiet  ^d— There 
b  generallj  a  good  fchool  in  Ctllent  where  from  40  to  50 
boyr  ire  taaghf  Latii!,  Englifli,  writing,  krithmetic,  and  book- 
keeping ;  but  thi  fchooItnafler'B '  falaiy  is  VeVy  fmatt :  be  has 
only  about  6\.  xo  k.  d-yeary  the  greateft  put  of  whicti  ariCss 
firom  Vko  pioUs  *ddiiati6ns,  to  be  afterward  mentioned.'  There 
Is  a'  pretty  -  good  fetiool-houfe,  and  a  convenient  room  for  the 
uceonimodatioh  of  the  tnaftei'.  School-feei  fot  teaching  £ng* 
liih  z  s.  tf  d.|  writing'  and  arithmetic  1  ii.,  and  for  Latin  aa  6d. 
Che  quarter;  Theri;  is'a'(cfiooliiiiftre&  who  has  %  takirjr  of  5L 
for  teaching  giris  to  read' and  Te^;  'And  there  lire  generallj 
other  two  fehools*  'wbtte  ybuilg  child^n  are  taught  to  read 
£flgltib,  afid  ar6  inftrufted  in'the  pAiciplet  of  Chriftianitj. 
Thie  Earl  of  FinAater  had  abede*lioufe  in  die  town  of  Cullen, 
which  aceommodated  8  poor  men, 'who  had  peat^  tfUowed 
them  for  fixel,  and  each  had  6t  bolls  of  nieal  jearlv.  The 
bedi^hoiife  being 'fuinbus,  ^z%  Is^dy  taken  dowti;  but  the 
£atl  allows  a  hou&  free  of  rent,  and  the  fuet^  to  foch  of  the 
bedesmen  ti  hicKde  to  pbflefi  it,  but  feW  bf  them  feem  ih- 
diAed  td  do  it ;'  biit  the  meat  is  rclgularly  giVen  to  poor  per- 
fons,  and  fem^imes  divided  beti^^^een  two  poor  faihiliei,  which 
diakes  it  more  extenfively  ulefulf.— The  number  of  poor  re. 

cervtng 

i  i-      .       / 

*  Idocd  Fiadlater  hu  his  chief  fe&t  of  refidence  here,  called  Qui^  hopie.  It 
is  literally  founded  upon  a  rock,  which  is  above  50  feet  high,  almoft  perpendi- 
cular, hanging  o«er  the  bum  of  GoUen.  Hie  fituation  of  the  honfe  is  rolnanti- 
<illy  plsi&nt;  ha^g  a  beautifiil^rafpedkto  the  S;,  «nd  %  fin^  view  vf  the  Mo« 
xaywidth  to  the  Nv  To  the  W.  of  the  hoofo  there  is  aaeacellait  bridge  of  one 
«rch,  cait  over  the  bom,  84  feet  wide,  and  64  feet  high,  which  makes  an  eafy  com* 
munication  with  the  park  and  woods,  where  the  ground  admits  of  endleis  beau^ 
xj  and  variety.' 

*  f  WnUanf  Lawtie  of  Myrehoufe,  appointed  a  croft  of  laiid,  with  fome  houfes 
and  m  Hm  of  mooty,  with  which  weie  purchafed  fome^addiliaaal  acres  of  land, 
tphich  pay  of  yearly  rant  for  bebopf  of  die  poor,  to  bolls  and  an  half  of  barky, 
^4  13  s.  of  money.    Tlixs  foundation  is  under  the  maaagemeot  of  the  heirs  of 

'     *  .  the 
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mtriog  alms  is  80  ;  which  is  yerj  great,  confideriog  thenum* 
ber  of  the  people';  the  chief  reafon  of  this  is,  the  liberal  fup. 
plies  which  the^  receire  from  the  beneficence  of  the  noble  fa- 
mily here,  maizes  theni  prefs  in  /from  all  corners.    As  ther^ 

.......    w  ,     .....     ,  ^^ 

the  late  Xfv.  Mr.  Lawtie  of  foxifc^    Jolm  Lawtie,  burgefi  of  Cqllem  ^ 
^oothed  lus  wkole'propcmy,  confifting  of  k  houft,  i.iinall  gardeo^  and  a  tnli% 
ef  land  fSar  beboof  of  tl^  poor  of  Colleiiy  which  pays  of  yearly  rent  to  the  kirit- 
iefion,  x'goiaea.    William' Lellie  of 'Birdfliank,  an  heritor  in  the  parifli,  be- 
qscatbed  the  fuia  of  a  iooq  merks  Scotch,  Uae  intereft  of  which,  vTtt  to  bd  a^ 
piied  as  an  encouragement  to  a  fchootmafter  in  Cullen,  under  direftion  of  the 
aagiftrates  of  OsUetf .    Jhit  mone^,  by  a  *  negotiation  of  the  magitetef»  «raa 
Settled  in  the  hands  of  the  £ail  of  Tindlater^  opon  his  agreeing  to  make  Come 
^^£tioo  to  it,  andSe  therebj' is  become  patron  of  the  TchooT,  the  magiftrat^ 
tnd  covacfl  paying  it  is.  id.  tf-litlu,  of  a  farther  addition,  which  makes  ths 
ialtty  in  vfanio  5L  Sterling  yearly.    A  mad  of  the  nami  of  Smith,  w)io  had  a 
j^sall  botie,  a  garden,  and  a  croft  of  land,  kft  them  and  the  ren^i  of  th^m  as 
%  additional  cncopragenient  to  the^choolmafter  of  CuUeO"— the  rent  of  the 
^tde  is  abovt  iL  xos.  yearly.    John  Loriimer,"to^n-c]erk  of  CuUen,  appoint- 
ed a  piece  of  land,  with  x  or  a  houfes  ujpon  it,  for  the  education  of  a' boy  at  tho 
f^^xm  of  OilJSeo,  of  his  o^pvtf  name,  la  related  to  hinu    Sefides  the  rent  of  th? 
boo&es,  the  land  paid,  in  the  end  of  the  laft  century,  6  bolls  charitat  bear,  that 
A  6boUS|  6  pecks  barley,  yearly.    This  iodndation  has  been  veiy  tt(ie6il  in 
ginag  edncation  to  a  number  of  the  fomider's  reUtioni ;  and  among  others,  to 
*  |icat  nephew  of  his  own,  Mr.  William  I^orimer  of  St.  James's  pariih,  Lon- 
^  who  out  of  gratitude  for  the  benefit  of  his  own  education  upon  his  great 
Jscle*t  bnrfe  at  the  iich^l  of  CoUen,  appointed  by  his  laft  will^  a  fum  of  imbney' 
^topiodace»  by  intereft,  xL  Sterling  yearly,  to  purchafe  books  for 'his  great 
*Kk*s  bnriar  at  Collen;  and  alfii,  xos.  yearly  to  the  fchoolmafter  at  Cullen,  for 
^sttenliMitofaid  borfar :  And  further,  the  fatd  Mr.  William  Lorimer  apl 
pointed  cbe  intereft  of  200 1.  Sterling,  for  a  burfary  at  the  Marifchal  College  of 
Abtrdeen ;  and  that  his  great  uncle's  burfar  at  Cullen,  when  found  qualified, 
^£oaId  enjoy  this  buriary  at  the  college,  with  the'  rolations  by  his  mother  alter- 
Irately.    Mr.  William  Lorimer's  burfary  is  under  the  direifllon  of  the  mafters  of 
Mtfifchal  College,  and  the  magiftiates  and  church-feffion  of  Cullen.    John 
Wadon,  merchant  in  Edinburgh,  appointed  the  intereft  of  loob  merki  Scotch, 
Uk  iffiftiag  in  the  education  of  a  boy  at  the  fchool  of'  Cullen,  relatea  to  Jiimfelf 
'^father  or  mother ;  aUb,  the  intereft  of  lool.  Scotch,  to  be  paid  to  the  mail 
*tt  flf  the  jchool  of  Cullen  for  the  boy's  educatioiL    CoHe^or  John  Ogilvie  of 

the 
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wc^lj  poUeiltiOQ?  at  ihe  chprch,  witb  the  intprej^;  of  fo 
Cctde4  monej,  »ipowJtiag  VP  whofe  t«  ^bo^t  35 1,  ^jna ;  o] 
#{  whiqb  the  (dSoDHclef k  »od  o^Qcr^  fpes  ait  pai4«    T 
ipQttld  be  bj  no  neaus  an  ai^uate  fapplj  for  fach  a  num 
of  poor,  if  Lord  ^indlater  did  Dotooly  givt  le  bolls  and  a 
Ut  of  aMal  ytarlf  to  be  diftnbtttiod  by  the  diardi  CeOon,  bal 
alfo  appoint  flipplies  of  meal  and  money  for  all  their  exigea- 
4dts,  wbiqb  ipake$  their  ftate  here  better  thiti^  jinjwhere  clfe 
ill  the  naighbo»rhQo4  *.. 

)l^op/&.— It  maj  not  be  improper  from  Gullc^i  the  |>rin- 
cipal  feat  pf  tb$  Earl  pf  Findlater  ^niL  SeaQel4»  to  take  a  ge- 
stt^al  view  of  the  ininmnfft  pl^mtations  of  trf^  w4^  bj  that 
fnoiilj.  liefore  the  year  17441  little  in  that  Vfj  waa  done. 
Th^  whole  country/ and  eytn  about  CuUen  houfe,  waa  naked 
anddeftitute  of  cover  or  ornament  from  tree^.  Since  the 
above  periodt  it  appears  bj  attefte^  UiU  b^ore  th(p  writer, 
that  the  jEaris  of  Findla^  have  planted  upwards  of  8000 

Scotch 

tHe  cnftoms  it  latcfiielti  ind  liii  fonbtilie  WIDitm  Ogilvie,  merchant  in  Banff; 
beqwatlied  the  fiim  of  44!.  ps.  Sterling,  the  inteifft  of  which  it  to  b^  applied 
bj  the  choich-ieipon  of  GoUeo,  for  behoof  of  their  poor  relatieot,  and  the  poor 
of  the  p^rilh  ifi  e^^l  parti.  James  Ogtlyie,  formerly  wadletter  of  Logic,  be- 
<}ueath^  for  behoof  of  the  poor  of  the  pirilh  of  GiilleOy  the  fiim  of  500  merlu 
Scotch. 

«  hMm^  the  n^ple  produce  of  grain  la  the  'parifii  ia  never  fnfficient  for 
the  confumpt  of  the  people,  yet  meal  is  alwajrs  here  in  u  peat  plenty,  and  as 
good  in  quality,  and  u  cheap,  u  in  any  part  of  Scotland ;  owing  tp  th^  atten- 
tion of  Lord  Findlater  and  his  managers.  20  or  30  years  fince,  eggs  fold  14  for 
a  penny,  now  they  are  ^  d.  for  11.  Hens,  which  were  fold  for  4  d.  each,  oow 
give  7  4*  vai  8d.  Beef  and  mutton,  which  nfed  to  fell  from  i  d.  to  a  d.  the 
pound,  now  fell  from  S^  d.  to  4d.  the  pound.  Haddocks,  which  were  from  z  d. 
to  2d.  the  dozen,  fell  now  at  7  d.  and  8  d.  the  dozen,  ^nd  other  artides  in  |iro^ 
portioo.  The  ptice  of  Ubour  is  rifing  fp  fo#,  that  it  miqr  be  ia|d  QOt  t9  be  fet* 
tle4  at  prefent 
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Kotd  acred,  about  tSnlkii,  and  in  thtir  ^thet  ^^lea  ifl  tb6 
roosties  of  Banff  ahd  Vlorzy  ;  and,  if  tr6  allo^  4000  plahts, 
IS  ufual,  for  iirttf  Scotch  acre,  the  numt^i*  oi-i]|inail/  ^!at« 
id, will  eite^ed  thb  aiiiating  fum  bi  32,ooo«ooo  df  trftlftsv  All 
Mt  plantations,  ttrhich  at  firft  ^»trt  geii^dlt^  plaalM  tvilh 
::nmion  firs,  htirb  been,  tvith  ^r^at  taM  and  atfi^tioa^  (iro^ 
pcrlj  filled  tip  with  larch,  and  ^teat  idirietj  tf  ha^d  WooA 
|)Iant3,  faited  to  thfe  ditieSttat  Ibi^ ;  Mid  all  thii  U^  grattUd 
Khich  never  returned  one  farthing  of  rent  to  the  proprietor* 
For  the  enc6ntagetoent  of  ^ffiftfe  Wh6  have  Waft^  gt^nad  fie 
br  planting,  \  fikkll  beg  leate  to  qtidte  the  fidtowittg  MdMto 
paragrapliy  from  an  tfccount  be^re  ttie,  tittefted  b^  Ml:.  George 
Brown,  fnrVe^of  of  land  lit  Elgin,  and  ftftot  «d  DM  Ttki^ 
htcr  there.  '<  ¥0  ih6Ar  iii  fomc  degtee  the  VltlM  ef  Lwtf 
fuidlater^  plantations,  a^d  the  Vtrj  rapid  ptogt^fs  tii«)r  likaka 
i&  diis  cotintty  neat  Elgin,  thare  was  a  goei  A^  cttt  o«(t  df 
ooe  plantadcAi  of  cdtaimoki  firs,  to  tndne  toite  tt^  itt^e  ^«u 
huUe  and  nfefiil  tretis ;  aiaiijr  ^f  itbxXt  ctt  o«lt  ifteatoed  of 
{inh  2  jeet  to  inches  and  3  feet^  Hiidtc^lit  34.  Sterling  tii« 
tree,  and,  in  genetal,  Vrfaen  tt^rn  ddrNot  the  tiMdk,  iure  large 
emmgh  Cor  paleing  and  odier  nfes.  Thia  is  %  fingnlar  b«* 
ftaoce  of  wood  Mlj  ]pkated  iS  y^urs,  attd  Ae^^  the  gteat 
weaMi  dint  w3  accntinlate  ittltti  thoft  ^fitenftftioiis.'' 

Jlfoanmuif . — Thete  is  tm\j  one  teiniir^ble  iao\lMdn  dalkid 
die  Bin-MB  ;  it  has  two  to|ft,  the  (flie  higlM  than  the  other, 
it&s  fllMmt  a  mile  S.  W.  of  the towti  «f  Cidleii,  alboat  two 
miles  frotii  die  Tea,  a^d  fetves  as  a  laikUiMirk  to  Ae  fiiheta. 
Its  elevation  above  the  fea  is  fkid  to  \tt  from  loeo  to  iiod 
feet.  It  was  formerly  covered  widi  heaiih,  bat  is  now  "^kji^ 
tdwiAtites. 

Cbaraatr  ^/iie  P^t9pte.—Tbe  peo|>Ie»  in  l^netal,  tie  fiiber 

and 


152  Statifikal  Accmnt 

^bA  induikrioiis-  Thej-  exqpj.t  reafonabe  fliare  of  d»  oom^ 
forts  of  U£b,  and  feeqn  ftroaglj  attached  to ,  die  pboe  of  thcii 
a|>ode*  .They  baye  long  beqi  remarkable  for  their  cbaritable 
difpofitiopit  npt  011I7  to  their  poor  l^ighbo|lrs,  but  alfo  to 
firaagers. .  Thej  live  peaoeablj  with  one  another.  In  prool 
of  this,  although  tfaejr  have  town-courts  at  their  dopr»  and 
the.  flierificoiurt  within  8  nules  of  them,  die«e  is  haxdlj  fuch 
%  thing  as  a  law-iiiit  heard  of  among  thenu  . 

^  ^-   .      ,        ...  M  ...    ..  .,-..     .    ,      .-.••.       . 

Aivanicfiet  and  Dyaehantagiu-^Tht  town  of  Cnlleo,  bj 
its  fituation,  has  manj  advantages.  It  lies  ra  the  poft  road^ 
which  is,  kept  in  good  repair*  It  baa,  in^genex^d,  good  fcbools. 
It  has  the  advanjMge  aafl .  aocramiodation  c^  a  poft*office^  z 
pretty  gopd  butcher  market^  P^^ntJ  9^  jdl  the  neceflaries  of 
life  fttpplied  from ,«  rich  cooqtrj;  on  d&e  one  handj^  and  an 
ample  fopplj  ^  aU  kinds  of  fiih  from  the  fea,.  on  the  pther^ 
with  conunand  of  pl^tjr.  of  mofs  for  fbel.  .The.  difadvan- 
tages  are,  a  fcantj  fuppljr  of  good  water*  There  i^  not  a 
goodfpriog  in  the  pacriih  of  Gnllen  but  one,  and  that  lies 
without  the  town.  To  the  bum  rfrCullen,  there  is  acceis 
onlj  at  twp  places,  and  there  the  xoads  are  fo  fteep,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  carrj  up  water*  The  dolj  fnpplyy  is  a  ciftem  ia 
the  centre. of  die  town,  where  water  is  brought  in  leaden 
pipes  from  the  annexed  part  of  the  pariib  of  Rathven*  To 
accommodate  the  town  properlj,  thejr  would  ncied  at  Icaft 
other  two  ciftems*  The  houfes,  in  general,  though  cheap 
rented,  are.  mean  and  bad ;  and  moft  of  them  being  placed 
with  their  ends  to  the  ftreet^  it  offends  the  ejre  of  the  tra- 
veller 4  If  Lord  Findiater  were  either  to  lock  up  his  mofles, 
or  to  alter  the  roads,  and  therebj  render  them  more,  diilant^ 
the  inhabitants  would  foon  be  obliged  to  iemot|^  except  his 
Lordfhip  were  pleafed  to  make  a  harbour  for  flups  to  bring 
eoaly'  which  would  be  far  preferable  to  their  prefent  fuel.    IT 
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it  were  agreeable  to  his  Lordfhip  to  erefi  better  houfes^  and  to 
build  a  harbour  at  the  fhore,  which  it  is  believed,  would  not 
be  attended  with  a  great  expenfe,  Cullen  would  perhaps  be 
oae  of  the  moft  comfortable  and  convenient  places  in  the 
porth  of  Scotland  to  liye'i^* 

jjbdiquitiei, — ^At  the  north  end  of  the  town  of  Cullen,  there 
13  a  beautiful  green  hill,  called  the  Caftle-hiU,  hanging  over 
the  fe^  which  before  the  ufe  of  cannon,  was  extremely  « -ell 
fitnated  for  a  place  of  ftrength,  being  inacoeffible  from  the 
north  bj  an  almoft  perpendicular  high  rock,  and  having  a 
deep  ditch  in  all  other  diredions  for  its  defence.  There  is  no 
record  concerning  it,  when,  or  by  whom  built,  or  when  de- 
ftroyed  9  but  it  is  evident  from  the  calcined  ftones  dug  every 
where,  that  it  has  been  deftroyed  by  fire.  And  the  only  tra« 
dition  concerning  it  is,  that  the  town  of  Cullen  lay  at  the 
eaft  fide  of  it,  and  when  an  enemy  appeared,  the  inhabitants 
carried  their  moft  valuable  efiefts  into  the  caftle  for  protec-i 
tint ;  but  when  the  caftle  was  burned,  that  the  inhabitants 
removed  to  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  town,  to  be  under  the 
proteftion  of  the  conftaUe  at  Cullen  houfe,  the  refidence  of 
the  Earl  of  Findlater.  Near  Cullen  houfe,  there  Jis  the  veftige 
of  a  houfe,  in  which,  it  is  faid.  Queen  Elizabeth,  Queen  of 
King  Robert  Bruce  died.  In  the  annexed  part  of  the  parifh 
of  Rathven,  there  is  the  ruin  of  a  chapel  at  Far&ane,  upon 
the  fea  bank,  which  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  a  Chapel  of 
Eafe  in  the  parifli  of  Rathven,  and  worftiip  was  probably  per« 
&nned  there  by  the  clergymen  from  Ciillen. 

*  Royal  i>/a/i&^.— It  is  fomewhat  usurious,  that  fo  fat 
Vol.  XII.  U  north 

•  With  regard  to  the  death  of  Indulfiis,  there  is  no  doubt.  The  accounts 
(i^fen  of  it  by  Buchanan,  aod  Abcrcrombic  in  hit  Muiial  Atchievements,  agree 

perfcdlly 


Ij4  Statifiical  Account 

north  as  CuUen,  in  Lord  Findlater^s  eftate,  a  King  and 
Queen  of  Scotland  (hould  have  died,  namelj,  King  Indul- 

fds, 

peife^Uy  with  the  then  fitattkm  of  the  coontry:  That  the  Kin;  having  pr^* 
▼ented  the  Danes  from  huiding  it  the  Frith  of  Forth,  at  the  Tay,  and  AVer- 
deei^  upon  being  informed  that  they  had  oaezpededly  landed  at  CuUen,  ha0« 
ened  forward  with  his  army,  attacked  and  totally  routed  them,  aod  made  them 
fly  to  their  fliips ;  but  hearing  that  there  ftill  remained  a  fmall  body  of  them 
toge^er  at  the  fide  of  a  wood,  he  rafhiy  rallied  forward  wfth  a  handfiil  of  men, 
and  attacked  them,  where  he  fell  fighting  valiantly  in  defence  of  the  liberty  of 
his  country.  Upon  the  place  where  the  King  fell,  there  was,  as  nfual,  a  huge 
cairn  of  Hones  coUedled,  which,  to  this  day,  is  called  the  King's  Cairn.  I( 
lies  a  mile  weft  from  Cullen  houfe,  in  the  annexed  part  of  the  parifli  of  Rath- 
vcn.  The  ground  which  was  formerly  an  open  moor  fit  for  a  field  of  battle,  « 
now  covered  with  fine  uees,  and  around  the«  cairn  there  are  about  3  acres  of 
ground  enclofed,  and  ufed  as  a  nurfery  for  raifing  young  trees.  A  great  many 
of  the  ftones  of  the  cairn  were  ufed  for  this  ei\clofure,  but  the  remainder  of  the 
cairn  is  as  yet  very  diftindl.  Whether  the  body  of  King  Indulfus  was  buried 
under  this  cairn,  or  whether,  according  to  the  Scoti-chronicon,  it  was  carried 
to  the  Ifland  of  Galnmb  Kill  or  Jona,  I  (hall  not  pretend  to  judge ;  but  it  would 
certainly  be  worth  while  to  examine  the  bottom  of  the  cairn,  to  \xfxv  whether 
there  is  any  urn  or  ftone  coffin  in  it,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  our  anceftors  in 
thofe  days.  With  regard  to  the  death  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  the  writer  afierts 
nothing  pofitively ;  but  he  thinks  it  proper  to  mention  the  circumllances  that 
have  come  to  his  knowledge,  which  at  leaft  make  the  matter  appear  probable. 
In  the  ly?  place,  The  tradition  mentioned  above,  concerning  the  houfe  in  which 
(Jueen  Elizabeth  i^  faid  to  have  di^d,  is  very  di^in^  in  the  place.  But  what 
tends  to  confirm  this;  arf/y,  From  the  charter  of  the  town  of  Cullen,  a  copy 
of  which  is  before  the  writer,  it  ippears,  "  That  Robert  of  Bruce,  King  of  the 
Scotch,  granted  and  gave  in  gift  for  ever,  5L  of  the  money  of  the  kingdom 
(that  is,  81.  and  4^  ^terliiig)  for  the  fupptirt  of  a  chaplain  in  the  partih  church 
of  the  blefled  Mary  of  our  burgh  of  Cullen,  always  to  pray  for  the  falvation  of 
the  foul  of  the  moft  ferene  Princefs  Queen  Elizabeth,  confort  of  the  fame  King 
Robert.*'  And,  3i(y,  There  is  a  tradition  that  Queen  Elizabeth's  bowels  are 
erded,  that  i«,  bi^ried  in  our  Lady  Kirk  of  GoUen.  Now,  it  may  be  afked,  if 
the  Queen  had  not  died  in  Cullen,  }vbat  could  have  given  rife  to  thefie  diftind 
traditions,  and  particularly,  why  would  her  huiband  have  endowed  a  chaplain 
to  pmy  for  the  falvation  of  her  foul  in  the  church  of  Cullen  ?  But  the  great 
gueftioii  it|  what  could  have  brought  Queen  Elisabeth  to  CuUeo  ?  The  moil 
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fos,  W  Of  een  Elizabeth,  fecond  Q^eea  ctf  Kbg  Robeft 
Bruce. 


U  a  N  U  M- 


^ob&ble  anfwer  to  this  is,  that  as  ihe  had  a  daughter  married  to  the  then 
£ar]  of  Sutherland,  the  had  cOme  upon  a  tifit  to  her  daughter.  And  as 
the  fzaalj  of  Sutherland  had  then  con^krable  property  in  the  Boyn  and  Enzie, 
probably  fiame  friend  of  that  family  lited  in  this  hoofc,  where  the  Queen  is 
fud  to  have  died.  Whether  the  burying  her  bowels  in  the  church  implies  the 
burial  of  the  whole  body,  or  whether  the  bowels  only  were  ifttened  in  GuUen^ 
i  (hall  not  take  upon  me  to  detcrmioc ;  but  I  never  heard  of  any  ot^r  place  foY 
^er  iatcment. 
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NUMBElt   XIV. 


PARISH  OF  OLRICK. 


(CpuNTT  07  Caithness,  Stnod  of  Sutrerlakd  and  Caxte* 

NESS,  PRESBTTBRT  OF  CAITHNESS.) 


Bj  the  Rev.  Mr.  George  Mackenzie. 


Name,  Extent ,  General  jipfearaace,  Mc. 

OLRICK  js  unqoefiionablj  of  Norwegian  derivalion.  It 
ma  J  be  interpretedi  **  the  fon  of  Erick/'  in  allofion  to 
an  eftabliflunent  made  hj  fome  illnftrious  chief  of  that  name 
on  this  part  of  the  coaft.  This  inyafioni  which  feems  to  have 
been  general  along  the  £•  and  N.  of  Caithnefs,  is  fuppofed  to 
have  taken  plaee  about  the  end  of  the  8th,  or  the  beginning 
6f  the  9th  century.  The  length  of  the  parifli  from  N.  W*  to 
S.  £.  maj  be  reckoned  4  meafured  miles  ;  and  its  breadth, 
at  a  medium,  a,  or  fomewhat  lefs.  The  parifli  may  be  (aid 
to  be  neither  mountainous  nor  plain.  The  uncultivated  parts 
are  wholly  green,  and  equally  dear  both  of  heath  and  rock. 
In  the  fouthem  parts  of  it,  a  number  of  green  tumuli,  or  liuie 

hills. 
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hiQs,  fonn  diemfelves  into  the  Ihape  of  three  extended  amphi- 
theacresy  interfefted  by  a  multiplicitj  of  vallies  and  Tivulets, 
afording  the  inoft  luxuriant  pafturage  for  cattle  in  the  futn-  ~ 
aier  months,   and  natural  hay  for  their  fupport  in  winter* 
Towards  the  fea,  the  whole  is  one  continued  track  of  rich 
cukiTated  foil.     Mofs  is  not  very  abundant  in  the  parifh ; 
and  the  want  of  good  peat-fiiel  may  be  reckoned  one  of  the 
greateft  inconveniences  which  the  inhabitants  labour  under. 
Along  £he  fea-coaft,  and  towards  the  rifing  grounds,  the  air 
is  pure  and  healthy ;  bnt  from  the  fwampa  abounding  in  the 
hoOows,  and  the  infalnbrious  vapours  they  emit,  all  the  com« 
plaints  arifing  from  obfinifted  perfpiration,  are  not  unfrequent 
among  the  inhabitants.    It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  great- 
er exertions  are  not  made  for  the  draining  of  thefe  marihes  ; 
for,  independent  of  the  influence  of  fuch  operations  in  melior* 
ating  the  air  and  climate,  and  thereby  confulting  the  health  of 
the  people,  the  marl  to  be  found  in  them  for  the  pnrpofes  of 
agticultare,  would  amply  compen£ite  the  expenfe  of  the  work* 
The  loch  of  Duran,  in  particular,  calls  for  an  exertion  of  this 
Ibrt;  it  is  the  only  one  in  the  parifli,  and  is  nearly  3  miles  in 
circnmference ;  a  part  of  it  was  drained  fome  years  ago,  by  a 
bnner  proprietor,   and  bog*hay,  as  it  is  called,  now  grows 
ia  great  abundance,  where  pool  and  putre&ftion  heretofore 
prevailed.     The  outlet  to  the  fea  is  of  eafy  operation  ;  and  by 
continued  exertions,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  this  expanfe 
of  water  might,  in  a  few  years,  be  reduced  to  a  (mall  rivulet, 
and  the  foil  it  now  occupies  rendered  as  produAive  as  any 
part  of  the  parifh.. 

Soil oM^  Produce.^Tht  foil,  in  genera],  along  the  coail, 
ud  in  the  flat  parts  of  the  parifli,  is  a  deep  clay,  with  here 
sod  there  a  little  intermixture  of  land  and  till.  Remote  from 
tht  coaft,  the  foil  is  lighter,  andlefs  prodnftive^  and  more  cak- 
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culated  for  pafture  than  croppiog.  The  ftaple  produce  of  the 
pariih  is  bear,  oats,  and  potatoes*  Flax  heretofore  was  raifed, 
though  but  in  fmall  quantities,  from  the  extreme  difEculty  ot* 
manufa&uring  it  through  the  want  of  mills«  As  this  incon- 
Veniency  is  now  completely  remedied,  and  as  the  foil  is  na» 
turally  favourable  to  the  rearing  of  this  valuable  article,  it  is 
ctpefted,  from  the  induftr j  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  en- 
couragement and  countenance  they  daily  meet  with  from  one 
of  the  principal  proprietors  *,  that  this  branch  of  huibandry 
will  foon  turn  to  a  very  great  account  in  this  place. 

The  oats  in  this  pariih  are  in  fuch  eftimation,  as  to  be 
bought  for  feed  throughout  the  country  ;  a  diftinftion  folely 
owing  to  the  quality  of  the  foil,  which  is  peculiarly  adapted 
to  this  fpecies  of  grain.  The  bear  is  alfo  comparatively  good, 
weighing  from  16  to  18  (lone  the  boll.  The  whole  produce 
of  the  pariih  may  be  at  leaft  reckoned  7000  bolls  meal  and 
bear,  and  the  average  export  about  4000  bolls.  Marl  and 
fea-weed  are  chiefly  ufed  as  manures,  and  are  found  in  great 
abundance,  and  without  much  expenfe  of  labour^ 

^rtVti//trrf.— There  are  perhaps  few  pariflies  in  the  N. 
which  have  of  late  made  more  commendable  exertions  in  agri» 
cultural  improvements,  than  the  parifb  of  Olrick*  On  the 
ellate  of  Caftlehill,  the  property  of  Mr.  Traill^  a  rotation  of 
crops  among  the  tenantry  begins  to  prevail.  The  following 
is  an  account  of  the  improvements  made  on  a  fmall  farm  on 
this  efiate,  occupied  by  one  Donald  Coghill.  The  rent  of 
the  farm  is  20 1.  Sterling.  In  fpring  1791,  he  laid  down  3^ 
acres  under  rjre-grafs  and  cloverj  from  which  he  raifed  800 

ftone 

•  The  gtntleman  here  alloded  to,  is  Mr.  Traill  of  Hol)beftcf,  Iheriff-dcputi 
of  the  county,  who  lias  lately  got  erected  a  lint-mill,  a  barley-mill,  and  corn-miH 
of  the  beft  conftru^on,  and  has  alfo  a  threlhing.machioe,  all  excepting  the  linf'*^ 
mill,  moTcd  bygone  wheel,  and  driven  by  the  fame  dream. 
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flone  weight  of  hay  in  sfotumn  1792,  which  he  could  havi 
ibid  on  the  field  for  6d.  the  ftone  weight.  In  fpring  17921 
he  laid  down  under  ryegrafe  and  clover,  3  acres  ;  under  tur- 
nip, 7  of  an  acre  ;  under  potatoes,  i  acre,  and  had  ^  acres  iol 
fallow.  From  the  advantages  already  reaped,  he  is  determi- 
ned to  perfcvcre  in  this  mode  of  managing  his  farm  j  and  0- 
thers  are  preparing  to  follow  his  example.  Draining,  ditch- 
ing, and  enclofing  are  carried  on  with  fpirit  in  this  part  of 
thepariih;  this  is  entirely  owfng  to  the  granting  of  fuch 
leafes  as  give  thQ  Uvpcx  the  profpeft  qf  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  hb  induftry :  Befides,  the  proprietor  a&s  in  every  refpeft 
more  as  the  father  than  mafter  of  the  people  ^nder  him.  He 
fanns  himfelf  to  a  large  extent ;  and  his  returns  are  anfwer- 
able  to  his  attention  and  induftry.  Another  farm  on  his  e- 
ftate,  occupied  by  Mr.  Jolly,  minifter  of  Dunnet,  is  in  a  ftate 
equally  flourifliing  and  refpedable  with  his  own.  Mr.  Traill 
has  alfo  pade,  and  is  now  making  very  laudable  exertions  in 
plantations,  on  a  Ihelter^d  part  of  his  eftatCi  nor,  as  yet,  has 
he  any  reafon  to  repent  of  his  attention  to  this  important  ob« 

jca. 

It  is  unneceflary  to  defcend  to  much  minutenels  as  to  live 
flock,  when  it  can  be  averted  with  truth,  that  the  black  cattl^ 
reared  in  the  pariih  are  not  adequate  to  the  culture  of  the  foil. 
As  to  horfes,  an  import  above  what  are  reared,  is  necelTary  e- 
very  year.  The  number  of  (beep,  valuable  neither  for  their 
wool  nor  flefli,  may  be  from  1200  to  1500.  There  is  a  great 
camber  of  fwine  reared,  of  a  fmall  fize,  but  peculiarly  deli- 
cate, when  well  fattened ;  they  are  generally  bought  up  by 
batchers  in  the  pariih,  and  fold  in  the  weekly  market  at  Thuf« 
£3.    The  real  rent  of  the  parifli  is  about  900 1.  Sterling. 

Population^  &c. — According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report,  th^ 
pttoibet  of  fouls  then  was  875.    The  number  of  inhabitants 

at 
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At  prefimti  is  precifely  loex,  of  which  464  are  males,  and 
537  females.  There  is  nothing  noticeable  as  to  their  longe* 
irity ;  nor  does  it  appear  that  thej  have  been  much  oq  the  in<* 
preafe  or  decreaCb  for  a  number  of  jears  back« 

|ilARRiAGES|  BiRTSS  and  Deaths, /or  the  lafi  ^ftart. 
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The  inhabitants  are,  in  general,  a  fober,  civilized,  indoftri* 
bus,  honefi  people,  and  regular  attendants  on  divine  worflup. 
Theft  may  be  faid  to  b^  unknown  among  them  \  a  few,  and 
but  a  few,  from  particular  modes  of  living|  are  fomewhat  ad«» 
dided  to  excefs  in  drinking. 

Ecclefiqfticat  State^  Stipend,  School^  Poor.— The  religidn  is 
that  of  the  Eftabliihed  Church,  with  a  few  Seceders,  who  at. 
tend  a  preacher  of  that  perfua0on  in  the  town  of  Thurfo. 
Th'efe,  in  number,  are  not  above  la,  and  are  00 wife  noify  nor 
tincharitable  in  the  fupport  or  propagation  of  their  own  te- 
nets.  Unlefs  it  be  that  notions  of  witchcraft  are  not  wholly 
eradicated  from  the  minds  of  fome  weak  and  ignorant  perfons, 
fuperftition  of  any  fort  has  little  or  no  hold  of  them.  The 
kirk  fcems  to  have  been  built  in  1633  >  *^  ^^^  ^^^  frequently 
repaired  fince,  and  will,  in  a  very  dort  time,  require  another 
ccnfiderable  repair,  or  be  built  anew.  The  roanfe  and  oiEce^ 
arc  entirely  new,  and  fully  adequate  to  the  minifter's  accom- 

I  modation, 
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tnodatlon*  The  ftipcnd  principallj  coofifts  oF  viftnali  tnd 
may  be  reckoned  worth  68 1.  Surling,  belides  a  glebe  of  8 
acres  hod  of  toleraUj  good  foil.  Mifs  Scott  of  Scotftarvet 
is  patrooefa. — ^There  is  a  parochial  fchool  in  the  place,  with 
a  fidarj  of  9 1.  Sterling,  befidfs  clerk  fee»,  fchool  daes,  and  pa« 
rifii  emolnments.  There  are  fome  private  fchools  in  the  re« 
mote  comers  of  the  parifli,  fapported  by  the  people,  whofe 
children  are  unable  to  travel  to  the  pari(h  fchool.  There  are 
no&ciety  fchools  in  the  place. — There  are  no  feiGon  funds  for 
the  fapport  of  the  poor,  excepting  the  Sunday's  coUeftions, 
which  may  amount  to  8 1*  Sterling  a-year ;  yet  from  the  cha« 
ritable  difpofition  of  the  people,  the  poor,  though  fometimes 
nnmeroos,  are  not  left  a  prey  to  the  hardlhips  of  their  lot* 

Maritime  Hifi&fy  of  ihi  Farifb. — ^The  line  of  coaft  belotig- 
ing  to  diu  parifli,  beginning  at  Stangergel,  and  ending  a  lit«» 
tie  beyond  the  houfe  of  Murkle,  is  not  more  than  a  Engliflt 
mites  firom  £•  to  W.  The  coaft  is  rugged  and  ihelvyi  but 
not  bold*  At  the  extremities  of  this  line  are  the  Bays  of 
Donaet  nod  Murkle  (the  latter  of  which  belongs  wholly  to 
diis  pariQi)«  and  are  the  receptacles  of  the  greateft  abundance 
of  fea-warein  the  winter  and  fpring  months.  From  15  to  20 
tons  of  kelp  are  made  yearly.  Confiderable  quantities  of  fifli 
are  caught  in  thefe  bays.  In  fome  years  10,000  cod  and  ling 
have  been  dried  in  the  courfe  of  one  fammer  at  Murkle  \  and 
between  ^o  and  80  barrels  of  mud'-fiih.  have  been  caught  in  the 
winter  leafon.  Every  other  fpecies  of  fi(h  peculiar  to  the 
conntry,  abounds  there.  The  bay  of  Murkle  merits  a  parti<« 
colar  defcription  in  the  maritime  account  of  this  parifli.  It 
is  believedt  that,  were  it  better  known,  it  would  be  in  higher 
eftimation,  and  more  frequented  by  feafinring  people,  from  the 
ftelter  it  can  now  afford,  and  the  additional  fhelter  it  mighty 
at  no  great  expenfe  be  made  to  afford  to  veflels  in  diftrels,  or 
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retarded  in  their  progre&i  by  wind  or  tide.  Murkle  Bay  i^^ 
in  fiifif  within  the  Bay  of  Dunoet^  and  is,  on  that  account, 
poflcfled  of  additional  tranqoillityi  from  its  connexion  with 
the  ktter*  and  farther  removed  from  their  ftormy  aflbciate* 
the  Pentland  Frith,  with  which  both  are  conoefied.  In  Dnn« 
nec  Bay,  however,  befides  the  anchoring  ground,  the  prefiiirc 
of  both  wind  and  fea  into  it,  is  often  fo  great,  that  a  veflel 
runs  the  riik  of  unavoidable  deiiruftion,  by  entering  it*  In 
Murkle  Bay,  the  anchoring  ground  is  a  blue  tenacious  clay, 
and,  has  the  charafter  from  feamen  of  being  as  good  aa  is  to 
be  found  in  moft  places.  The  bay  extends  inland  from  Dua- 
net  Bay  about  2000  yards  ;  its  breadth  acrols  is  about  1500 
yards.  At  full  fea  it  is  not  leCs  than  5  fathom  deep,  where 
veiTels  anchor,  and  at  low  water  about  4  fathom  $  from  the 
flielter  it  now  receives  from  Holbumhead  on  the  W.,  and 
from  Dunncthead  on  the  N*t  it  is  believed  to  be  calmer  in  a 
ftorm  thau  any  part  of  the  whole  coaft.  A  pier,  ia  confe* 
juence  of  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a  quarry,  and  all  requifite 
materials,  might  be  conllru&ed  at  no  confiderable  expenfe. 
On  thefe  accountSi  it  is  recommended  to  the  particular  notice 
and  confideration  of  the  friends  of  navigation,  and  lovers  of 
their  country,  that  the  fubjefi  may  be  further  examined,  and 
the  truth  known. 

'  Mt;fimi/r.<— Limeftone  and  freeftone,  grey  flates  of  a  light 
durable  kind,  and.  UtLe  flags,  abound  in  this  parifli.  The 
flags  are  uncommOkily  good,  are  from  i  to  6  inches  thick, 
and  may  be  railed  of  dlmoft  any  extent  of  fuperficies  :  they  bear 
fire,  and,  from  trials  already  made,  are  faid  to  be  capable  of 
receiving  a  polifli  little  inferior  to  marble.  Confiderablt 
quantities  of  thefe  flags  have  lately  been  fent  to  Aberdeen, 
and  they  have  been  found  to  anfwer  the  difierent  purpofes 
for  which  they  ^cre  intended  fo  well,  that  feveral  cargoes  of 

them 
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Aem  are  to  be  ihipped  from  Caftlehilli  for  that  place,  in  the 
courle  of  fummer  X793. 

Heritors f  and  Places  of  Chief  Note.— The  number  of  heri- 
tors is  4y  Sir  Robert  Sinclair  of  Mnrkle,  Mr.  Traill,  Cap- 
tain  Patrick  Sinclair  of  the  Rojal  Navj,  and  Mr.  Smith  of 
Olrick.  GaiUehin,  the  refidence  of  Mr.  Traill,  haa  its  name 
from  an  old  caftle,  of  which  fcarcely  a  veftige  is  now  ^- 
cemible.  Mnrkle  is  believed  to  have  been  originallj  Mort- 
HiU,  or  the  Field  of  Death,  in  allufion  to  a  great  battl* 
foQght  between  the  Danes  and  natives,  in  which  the  latter 
were  viAorious.  It  is  alfo  added,  that  the  Scottiih  chief,  on 
feeing  a  large  hollow  at  the  head  of  Murkle  Bay  filled  with 
the  enemj,  called  out  to  his  troops  to  clear  the  den,  which 
they  did  with  fuch  havock  of  their  invaders,  that  the  place 
got  the  name  of  Clear-Den  or  Clairden,  which  it  bears  till 
this  day* 

Atiquities.'^Vi&s  houfes  are  frequent  in  different  parts  of 
the  pariih ;  their  number  may  amount  to  6  or  7.  On  the  top 
of  the  hUl  of  Olrick,  there  are  evident  veftiges  of  a  watch- 
tower.  From  the  top  of  this  hill,  though  of  no  confiderable 
elevation,  there  is  a  commanding  profpeft  of  the  coaft  and 
country :  From  this  fpot,  owing  to  the  champaign  fituation 
of  the  country,  the  bays  of  Sandiide^  Scrabfter,  and  Murkle 
Oannet  Head,  and  the  hills  of  Canifbay,  the  bays  of  Fref- 
wick  and  Ries,  and  the  caflle  of  Old  Wick,  all  in  Caithnefa, 
and  fbme  of  the  fouth  iflands  in  Orkney,  and  fome  of  the 
mountainous  parts  of  Sutherland,  Strathnaver,  Moray,  Banff, 
and  Aberdeen  flures,  are  under  view. 

Mifceltaneous  Ohfervations.^^VtoTCL  the  rifing  profperity  of 
tbc  tenantry  on  the  eftate  of  CafUchiU,  owing  folely  to  the 

X  a  humane 
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bttmane  and  judicious  oondud  of  the  proprietor^  it  were 
greatly  to  be  wilhed  that  the  other  heritors,  aad  every  heritor 
in  CaitfanefS|  would  adopt  fimilar  meafures  for  the  improve- 
ment of  their  eftates,  and  the  happinefs  of  their  people. 
While  ihort  leafes  and  feudal  fervitudes  prevail,  they  muft 
operate  as  an  infurmountable  bar  to  every  fpecies  of  civiliza- 
tion  and  isoiprovement.  It  is  now  in  contemplation  to  intro- 
duce feme  little  branches  of  manufafture  on  the  efiate  of 
GafOehill,  which,  if  got  effeaed,  will  be  of  eflential  benefit 
to  this  pariih  and  beyond  it. 


?^UM- 
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NUMBER  XV. 


PARISH   OF   St,   V  I  G  E  A  N  S. 


(COUKTT  OF  FoRFARy  StNOD  OF  AnGUS  AND  MeaRKS,  FrES« 
BYTERT  OF  AjBCR^ROTHOCK.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Aitkin. 


Nanuy  Church. 

THE  parilh  of  St.  Vigeans  has,  according  to  traditiofi, 
received  its  name  from  a  reputed  Saint,  who  is  faid  t» 
liave  lived  before,  or  during  the  12th  century;  fer,  in  th«ft 
centnry  the  church  was  built,  about  the  time,  or  foon  after 
the  ereAion  of  the  abbej  of  Aberbrothock  *.     The  church 

10 

*  The  plan  of  the  abbey  and  church  of  Sl  Vigeans,  it  faid  to  have  \icctk 
fawn  hy  the  fame  architedl,  whofe  grave  is  (bown  to  ftraogers  in  this  church- 
yard. The  above  mentioned  Samt,  is  faid  to  have  refided,  for  fome  time,  a- 
boot  3  miles  from  the  place  where  the  church  (lands,  at  a  Arm  called  Grange 
of  Conan,  where  the  veftiges  of  his  chapel  ilill  remain,  38  feet  long,  by  15 
broad.  ▲  few  yards  from  the  chapel,  there  are  3  or  4  acres  of  good  Lmd  for- 
merly  belonging  to  it,  but  long  fince  become  the  property  of  i  of  the  heritors 
•r  the  ptrifli.    The  prefent  proprietor,  fome  years  ago,  tndofed  a  few  fells  of 

ground 


1 66  Stali/lical  jiccouftt 

is  bnilt  in  the  form  of  a  cathedral  ^  6o  feet  long,  hj  54  over 
walls,  on  a  (mall  mount,  the  top  of  which  is  about  40  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  circumjacent  ground.  The  fummit  of 
the  mount  is  of  an  elliptical  form ;  the  greateft  diameter  go- 
ing  from  S.  to  N,,  and  the  length  of  the  church  being  from 
£•  to  W.,  there  are  onlj  about  8  feet  at  each  corner  more 
than  is  fufficient  to  contain  the  foundation  of  the  fabric.  The 
afcent  on  the  W.  N.  and  £.  fides  of  the  mount,  is  exceeding- 
ly fteep  ♦• 

Extent^  Surface^  Produce^  Rent^  l^c, — ^Formerlj  Ae  ex- 
tent of  this  pariih  was  confiderablj  larger  than  it  is  at  pre- 
fent.  The  town  jsmd  abbey  of  Arbroath  belonged  to  it,  till 
about  the  year  1560,  when  Arbroath  became  a  diftinft  pa- 
ri(h.  But  as  no  legal  divifion  was  ever  made,  the  boundaries 
^f  the  2  parilhes  cannot  be  ezafUy  afcertained  f.  The  boun- 
daries of  what  is  now  reckoned  the  pariih^  may  be  defcribed 

a3 

Ip'oond  round  the  veftiges  of  the  chapel,  with  a  {lone  fence,  and  planted  It 
Within  a  few  yards  of  the  chapel,  there  is  i  pf  tV.c.mv>ft  copipus  fprmgsi^  of  ei- 
cetlcnt  water,  tn  this  country,  caHed  to  this  Jay  ^r.  Vigean's  welL 

*  The  mount  fcedM  to  be  partly  natural  and  partly  artificial ;  for,  on  the  S. 
•Ikle,  when  grave)  are  digged,  rock  appears  aboyt  3  fe«t  below  the  farface;  but 
on  the  N*  fide,  there  is  fine  {nouKi  for  feveral  feet  deep.  There  is  not*  perhaps, 
in  Scotland,  jt  chu^h,{b  remarkably  (ituated.  T.he  fm^li  river  Bxnthock,  froc 
which  the  neighbouring  burgh  has  its  name,  runs  within  a  few  feet  of  the  E. 
4ide  of  the  church-yard,  and  is  faid  to  fignify  the  "muddy  ftream,"  as  it  runs  a 
great  part  of  its  coorfe  on  a  muddy  and  clay  bottom.  The  church  is  an  £ngli& 
mile  diftaiit  from  Arbroath  northward. 

t  Perhaps  it  may  be  proper  to  obferre,  as  an  uncommon  thing,  tliat  the  S. 
fide  of  the  chxirch  of  Arbroath,  for  about  xo  feet  at  the  E.  end,  and  a  few  fcf. 
on  the  W.,  ftands  in  thi«  pariih,  and  not  many  years  ago,  the  miniftcr  and 
:fchoolmafter  of  Arbroath  refided  in  it.  The  ellate  of  Guynd,  in  the  parifli  o\ 
Carmylie,  about  5  miles  from  St.  Vigeans,  belonged  alfo  to  this  pariih,  as  ap- 
pears from  writings  belonging  to  that  family,  but  when  it  wa^  di<join??<J,  ii  of' 
jftow  knemn. 
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as  follows  :  The  well  end  of  it  borders  on  the  fea  for  about 

3  miles  from  the  town  of  Arbroath,  to  about  a  quarter  of  a 

mile  beyond  the  fiiher  town  of  Auchmithy.  For  about  a  mile 

eaft  of  Arbroath,  the  coaft  is  flat,  with  a  fandj  beach ;  but 

within  flood-mark,  the  bottom  coniifts  of  ribbed  rocks,  vifi^ 

ble  onlj  at  low  water.    At  the  end  of  this  extended  plain, 

the  coaft  rifes  abruptly,  and  becomes  high,  bold,  and  rocky, 

being  the  weftem  extremity  of  the  rubrum  promontoriwny  or 

Red  Head^  which  extends  to  about  3  miles  beyond  the  limits 

of  the  pariih.    From  the  point  beyond  Auchmithy,  to  the  N. 

W.  comer  of  the  pariih,  the  length  is  about  7  miles,  border. 

ing  for  about  6  miles  on  the  pariih  of  Inverkeillor,  and  i 

mile  on  the  pariih  of  Carmylie.    From  the  N.  W.  point  to 

the  S*  W.  comer,  it  is  about  3  miles  along  the  confines  of 

the  laft  mentioned  pariih.    From  the  S.  W.  point  to  the  £., ' 

the  length  is  about  3  miles,  lying  on  the  N.  fide  of  die  pariih 

of  Arbirlot,  and  a  part  of  the  country  pariih  of  Arbroadu 

Bat  this  laft  line  is  not  fo  regular  as  thofe  on  the  other  fides  *« 

The  pariih,  properly  fo  called,  is  divided  into  nearly  % 

equal  parts,  £•  and  W.,  by  the  fmall  river  Brothodk. .  The 

£.  fide  is  by  far  the  beft  foil,  and  the  moft  favourable  cU« 

mate,  and  confequently  the  moft  fruitful.    From  the  river 

Brothodc,  the  ground  rifes  gently  for  a  mile  towards  the  £., 

to  the  top  of  a  hill  called  Dirkmountlaw,    and  afterward 

ilopes  in  the  fame  gradual  manner  towards  the  fea,  where  the 

coaft  is  about  xoo  feet  above  the  level  of  the  water.    On  the 

W.  fide, 

*  Bcfid»  the  extent  comprehended  within  the  above  limits,  there  are  % 
etates  entirely  detached  from  this  part  of  the  parifh,  and  alfo  from  one  another. 
One  called  Hofpitalfieldj  fo  called  from  being  the  place  where  the  hofpital  for 
the  fick  of  the  Abbey  of  Arbroath  fiood,  lying  a  mile  W.  from  the  bufgh,  and 
d-TiiItd  from  this  pariih  by  the  burgh  roads  of  faid  town.  The  oiher  eftate, 
ci!td  InTetpefior,  Ijes  about  4  miles  from  St.  Vigcans,  was  formerly  the  feat 
of  the  Fletchers,  now  of  SaUc;i,  and  purchafcA  by  the  family  of  Pansiuir  fome 
toe  in  tbe  lift  century. 
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W.  fide,  the  ground  rifes  ftiU  more  gradaallj  for  about  j 
miles  weftward,  till  it  reaches  the  funoimit  of  Grange  of  Co- 
san  billy  where  tbe  pariih  borders  on  Carmylie.  The  reft  of 
the  parifh  may  be  faid  to  be  pretty  flat,  with  a  few  gentle 
elevations  in  different  places* 

There  is  no  map  of  the  pariih  ;  but  bj  a  pretty  ezaft  in- 
Teftigation^  aided  by  information  from  the  proprietors  and 
farmers,  it  is  found  to  contain  about  9385  Scotch  acres,  in« 
dttding  the  2  detached  eftates  above  mentioned  ;  8355  acres 
of  which  are  arable,  of  which  2334  acres  are  endo&d,  tbe 
greater  part  with  ditch,  and  the  reft  with  hedge  and  ditch ; 
X359  acres  endofed  with  ftone  fences ;  350  acres  planted, 
chiefly  with  Scotch  firs  »  780  •  acres  of  moor,  of  which  there 
are  above  300  acres  under  improvement  already,  and  more 
win  foon  be  taken  in  for  cultivation  \  and,  it  is  thought,  that 
in  a  few  years  there  wiU  be  no  moor  remaining  in  the  pariik. 
The  number  of  enclofed  acres  will  appear  more  furprifing, 
when  it  is  obferved,  that -in  the  year  1754,  there  were  not 
40  acres,  gardens  excepted,  endofed  in  the  parifli. 

There  are,  in  the  parifli,  138  carts,  300  horfes,  131  ploughs, 
1633  Uack  cattle,  510  flieep,  xfew  of  which  are  of  Engliih 
breed,  and  30  fwine.  There  are  about  127  boUs  of  peafe 
fown  yearly  in  the  pariih  ;  140  bolls  wheat;  976  boUs Parley 
and  common  bear ;  1578  bolls  of  oats.  The  yearly  returns, 
at  an  average,  may  be  9  of  wheat,  5  or  6  of  oat4  and  7  or 
8  of  barley.  But  perhaps  this  calculation  may  be  rather 
high  for  the  W.  fide  of  the  pariih ;  but,  it  is  thought,  the  £. 
fide  will  make  up  the  defidency.  T&e  valued  rent  of  the 
parifli  is  8299I.  63.  8d.  Scots,  which  is  the  higheft  valuation 
of  a  country  pariih  in  t!sis  county,  and  the  real  rent  about 
6000  guineas  ;  the  number  of  proprietors  about  40  ;  the 
feuars  fome  hundreds.  The  higheft  valuation  of  any  heritor 
is  X2ool.  Scots,  and  the  loweft  2L  Scots.  Ten  heritors  re- 
fide 
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Me  ^  the  ijariih.  Olie  heritor  keeps  a  1  wheded  carriage ; 
bnC  th^re  is  not  a  4  Wheeled  ctaaife  belonging  to  any  heritor 
tefidiilg.  Moft  6l  the  eftates  in  this  pariih  belonged  former- 
Lj  to  the  Abbacy  of  Arbroath>  and  Were  Ibid  by  Catrdinal 
Beaten. 

S^  Sttf.-— The  foil,  as  inay  be  fiippofed  in  fuch  an  extent; 
varies  very  much.  In  fome  parts  of  the  paritb,  it  confifts  o£ 
fina  loam  of  a  brownifli  colour,  many  inches  deep ;  lyings  in 
Ibme  places^  on  clay,  in  other&»  on  a  iandy  bottom^  cbarfe' 
gravely  or  fand  and  clay  intermixed.  In  btfaers^  it  cOnfiib  of 
a  blade  infipid  loam  on  clay ;  andihis  clay,  in  fome  places,  is 
(b  compaft  and  impetfetrtible,  that  by  the  rsdn- Water  lying  on 
or  near  the  furfiilee,  a  great  part  of  the  Winter,  the  manure 
laid  on  it  is  much  vreidcLened^  and;  in  fome  feafons,  fails  coil- 
fidexably  of  its  effeft.  This  laft,  is  the  cafe  virith  what  has 
been  formerly  moor,  and  not  fd  early  brought  into  cttltiva« 
tioa  as  other  parts  of  the  pilrifli*  There  is,  in  fome  places  of 
the  parifii,  very  fine  Ibil»  and  pretty  deep;  lying  on  eztenfive 
beds  of  ftone.  There  is^  in  general^  a  large  extent  of  good 
fo3,  capable  of  producing  any  crop  raifed  in  Scotland ;  and 
alfo,  a  confiderable  quantity  of  ground  that  will  require  no 
little  attention  and  induftry  from  the  farmer^  before  it  caa 
repay  the  expenfe  beftowed  upon  it.  But  the  fpirit  of  in- 
daftry  that  has  of  late  peryaded  almoft  the  whole  heritors 
aad  tenants  here>  has  produced  ah  amazing  alteration  upon 
the  foil,  furface,  and  appearance  of  the  pariih ;  fo  that  in 
many  farms,  there  is  not  a  fingle  acre  uncultivated ;  and  if 
the  &me  Spirit  ihall  continue;  it  is  fuppofed,  that  in  a  few 
years  the  whole  extent  of  the  pariih  will  be  under  cultiva« 
tion.  It  is  generally  allowed  here,  that  the  raxiing  of  the 
rents  in  this  diibift,  has,  among  other  caufes,  contributed  to 
the  a&ivity^  attention^  and  induftry  of  the  farmers,  who  have 

Vol.  XII.  y  4)f 
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of  late  been  roufed  from  that  torpid  ftate  and  infigaificanr 
rank  they  formerly  held  in  focietj,  and  are  becomei  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  an  acute,  feniible,  and  intelligent  fet  of 
men,  capable  of  converfing,  and  being  in  coibpany  with  per- 
fens  of  fiiperior  rank,  and  able  to  give  advice  and  inftru^oa 
to  thofe  who  wiih  to  apply  themfelves  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  cotmtry.  Confidering  the  fmall  advantages,  which  manj 
of  them  enjoyt  for  the  improvement  of  their  minds,  it  may- 
be queftioned,  if  there  is  any  rank  of  men  in  (beiety  that 
has  fo  rapidly  emerged  from  ignoranee,  inattention  to  biifi« 
nefsy  and  rudenefs  of  manners,  as  they  have  done  in  a  few 
yeaiTS  ;  and  by  confequenee  they  have  become  entitled  to  all 
the  efteem  and  encouragement  that  is  in  the  power  of  the 
landed  intereft  to  confer  upon  them  ;  for,  on  their  ikill  and 
labour,  under  providence,  the  very  exiftence  of  fociety  de^ 
pends. 

In  fome  eftates  in  this  pariih,  a  variety  of  fervices  are  re- 
quired, fuch  as  ploughing,  reaping,  making  hay,  carrying 
coals  from  Arbroath,  kain  fowls,  &c. ;  in  other  eftates  no 
kind  of  fervices  are  demanded*  There  are  but  a  few  farms 
that  are  exempted  from  aftriftion  to  mills;  the  multures  pay* 
able  to  ibme  mills,  are  high,  to  others  moderate.  There  are 
4  meal  mills,  i  flour  mill,  2  barley  mills,  2  malt  mills,  z 
mill  for  wafiiing  yarn,  i  mill  with  8  ftamps  for  beating  yam 
when  dry,  and  i  waulk  mill,  all  going  by  water.  There  is- 
ableachfield,  where  about  1000  fpindles  of  yarn,  and  about 
5500  yards  of  linen  are  bleached  annually. 

Village  of  y^vr^m{V£jf.-^Auchmithy  is  a  £mall  village  fitu- 
ated  about  3  miles  eaftward  from  the  church,  on  ground  ele-^ 
vated  about  100  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea,  the  defcent 
to  wliich  is  roughs  fteep,  and  rocky.  It  contains  180  peo- 
ple of  aU  ages.     The  men  are  generally  employed  in  fifhing. 

They- 


Of  St.Vigcans.  lyi 

They  faatv  6  boats,  value  about  iioL,  with  5  or  6  men  to 
each  boat.  The  people  of  that  place  are  become  fober  and 
indoftriousy  and  much  civilized  in  their  manners  within  30 
years  paft.  They  find  a  ready  market  for  their  fiih  in  the 
neighbouring  diftrift,  but  efpecially  in  the  town  of  Arb^oadiy 
which  alone  would  confume  ten  times  the  quantity  they 
catch*.  There  is  no  harbour  at  Auchmithy,  and  from  the 
number  of  rocks  lying  near  the  place  where  the  boats  land, 
it  would  be  very  difficult  and  ezpenfive  to  make  one.  When 
the  boats  come  in  from  fiihing,  they  are  drawn  out  on  the 
beach  above  reach  of  high  water.  The  value  of  what  they 
call  great  lines,  is. about  il.  5s.  Sterling,  and  of  the  fmall 
lines  half-a^uinea,  and  their  creels  for  catching  lobfters  as. 
In  179I9  there  were  about  16,000  lobfters  taken  there,  at  3  d. 
s^piece,  the  whole  of  which  almoft*  were  fent  to  London.  The 
property  of  the  village  belongs  to  the  Earl  of  Northefk,  who 
allows  ground  to  the  filhers  for  houfes,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
from  xs.  6d.  to  3  s.  6d*  the  houfe.  The  fifhers  build  their 
honfes  on  their  own  ezpenies.  His  Lordil^ip  draws  the  tithes 
of  the  filh,  which  are  juft  now  let  at  4I.  10  s.  Sterling  a*year, 
and  7  years  ago  at  81.  The  fifhing  at  that  place  appears  to 
have  b^n  in  a  declining  ftate  for  fome  years  paft.  The  Earl 
of  Northelk  has  lately  caufed  a  cart  road  to  be  made  from  the 
▼illage  down  to  the  beach,  about  la  or  14  feet  wide,  for  the 
Y  2  conveniency 

^  Tlie  fiih  OQ  tills  part  of  the  coaft,  are  cod^  lin^,  ikatc,  mackerel,  lioUybut, 
here  called  turbot»  fea-dog,  fome  turbot,  called  bannakfluke,  and  haddocks,  few 
cf  which  have  been  got  here  for  the  lall  4  years ;  whitings  and  flounders  are  ta- 
ken, lobftexi  alfOi  and  crabs  in  great  plenty ;  vaft  numben  of  fc^ls  formerly  fre. 
guested  the  xocks  along  this  coaft,  lying  in  hundreds  t^ether,  but  few  of  them 
have  been  obCenred  for  fome  time  paft.  For  fome  years,  the  price  of  fiih  has 
riles  ben  very  mocL  In  Z754,  and  feveral  years  afterward,  haddocks  fold 
here  fiir  id.  3d.  and  4d.  the  dozen*  of  late,  they  have  coH  lod.  and  i  s.  a-piece, 
and  fiMUctimes  pvnfidf rably  higher.    The  price  of  other  kinds  of  fHk  it  ftili 
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conveniencj  of  the  inhabitaats,  diongh  it  is  reckoned  rather 
fieep  &r  a  carriage  *.  In  Aocbmithj,  as  perhaps  in  moft 
fifhing  villages,  the  accent  of  the  inhabitants  differs  remark* 
ablj  from  that  of  their  neighbours,  eyen  to  fucb  a  d^ree, 
jKhat  the  writer  of  this  can  eafilj  diftioguiih  the  voice  of  anj 
perfon  belonging  to  that  village^  though  fpeaking  in  a  dif- 
ferent room* 

Stipindp  School^  i^c— The  ftipend,  by  a  decreet  as  old  as 
the  year  1635,  is  ix  bolls  and  x  firlot  of  wheat,  47  bolls,  3 
firlots,  X  peck,  3  lippies*  and  i-  of  a  lippie  of  hear,  and  89 
lx>lls  and  x  firlot  meal,  at  7  Hones  the  bril,  equal  to  70  bolls, 
3  firlots,  and  a  lippiesi  at  8  fiones  theboU,  and  71*  X7s.  xx4jd. 
Sterling  vicamge ;  but  there  is  no  allowance  in  die  decreet 
fox  the  ezpen&s  of  oommnnion  elements  t«    The  church  con^ 

tains 

*  This  place  was  l^umt  down  by  fiune  fifliermen  ia  the  end  of  the  Uft  cen- 
tury. In  diggbg  the  floor  of  ahoofe  ia  Aocbmithy,  a  few  years  ago,  io  order 
to  tttGt  a  paitition  wall,  33  corns  were  found  in  a  fmaU  earthen  pitcher,  faant 
of  Henry  IV.  of  Firanc^,  others  of  fieveral  German  Frincei,  the  reft  of  Piarkf 
II.  and  William  the  HI.  Some  of  the  pieces  were  of  a  fquare  form.  About 
xS  miles  fouthward  from  Auchmithy,  in  the  German  ocean,  there  is  a  large 
rock  about  half  an  Snglilh  mile  long»  and  one  quarter  broad,-Tifible  at  low 
water,  where  large  cod  are  caught.  Tradition  relates,  that  in  the  laft  century 
there  was  a  bell  ere^ed  there  on  pillsn  of  wood,  and  a  machine  fo  contrive^, 
as  to  make  the  bell  ring  with  little  wind ;  that  a  Dutch  mafter  of  a  (hip  re^ 
moved  the  bell, 'and  that  the  next  tine  he  tifited  the  place,  his  (hip  was 
wrecked. 

I  The  de<<reet  makes  the  teinds  psytble  ^  corp^,  and  It  is  nqt  known 
when  the  aboVe  conyerfion  wis  made.  A|  the  date  of  the  decreet,  James 
Marqtlis  of  Hamilton  is  mentioned  as  titular  of  the  teinds  of  the  faid  parochine, 
and  the  ftipend  is  faid  to  be  given  in  lull  contentment  and  fatisfa^on  to  the 
laid  minifter  and  his  fuccefibrs,  of  any  further  proviflon  which  they,  or  either  of 
them,  might  claim  thereafter,  from  Patrick  Archbii^op  of  Glaifgow,  out  of  the 
Dcnfion  granted  to  him  out  of  the  rents  of  the  Abbey  of  Aberbrothock.  This 
was  Patrick  Lindfay,  of  the  family  of  Edzell,  in  this  county,  who  was  fettled 

miniileV 
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mns  about  xaoo  people,  but  bow  not  half  fufficient  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  greatly  increafed  number  of  parlfiuon- 
er&t*  The  glebe^  of  about  6  acres,  is  one  of  the  worft  in 
the  county;  the  manfe  wa9  built  in  1663,  has  been  feveral 

^mes 

miniftar  of  St  Vigeans  in  I614,  was  depofcd  by  the  Aflembly  in  1638,  and  is 
&d  to  haTc  died  at  Newcaftle  in  1644.  1^  '"^.X  ^  proper  to  mention,  as 'per- 
haps a  finpUar  cafe,  that  a  part  of  the  ftipend,  amounting  to  36  bolls  of  Ti^nal 
pt  difiei«Dt  kiiidi,  out  of  an  cftate  in  the  panlh,  is  mentioned  in  the  feddendo  of 
the  proprietor's  charter  ^001  the  (Irown,  as  payable  b^  him  to  the  miiyfter  ^ 
St  Vigeans. 

I  Fatrwuige  of  the  Fari/b,—^T\it  patronage  of  the  church  belongs  to  the 
Crown,  and  is  one  of  34  that  were  in  the  gift  of  the  Abbacy  of  Arbroath,  All 
;hcie  deTolved  to  the  Crown  at  the  Reformation,  and,  it  is  faid,  were  afterward 
gifted  to  the  family  of  Dyfart,  and  were  bought  from  that  family  in  the  laft  cen« 
tary  by  Patrick  firft  Earl  of  Panmuir,  and  forfeited  to  the  Crown,  along  with 
the{eftate,  in  1715,  by  James  Earl  of  Panmuir;  the  eftate  was  fold  by  the  Crown 
13  17 17,  to  the  York  .building  Company,  but  the  Grown  retained  the  patronages. 
In  the  txmc^  of  Popery,  public  warflup  was  generally  performed  in  the  church 
<3f  St.  Vigeaos,  by  a  Monk  ien|  ant  firom  the  Abbey,  who  was  allowed  the  vi* 
caiage.  tithes,  which  were  then  paid  ipfy  corpora^  for  his  falary.  The  Abbott 
reserved  to  themfelves  the  parfonage-tithes ;  and  this  cuftom,  it  is  faid,  prevailed 
in  aO  the  chnrches  belonging- to  the  Abbacy.  Tradition  relates,  that  the  laft 
Monk  who  off  dated  here,  was  one  of  the  name  of  l^imbull ;  and  in  the  year 
2754,  part  of  the  ^non  of  a  rooms  in  the  ftceple,  faid  to  bepoflefled  by  him,  re^- 
maiaed.  He  is  faid  to  have  been  frightened  from  his  chambers  by  the  devil 
appearing  to  him  in  the  ihape  of  a  rat ;  and  no  Monk  after  him  would  be  per- 
ioaded  to  lefide  in  the  fteeple.  Such  was  the  ignorance  that  prevailed  in  thefe 
times,  hot  this  fiooUib  oondu^  of  the  Monk  will  not,  perhaps,  appear  in  fuch  a 
contemptible  li|^t,  when  the  following  more  recent  inftance  of  ignorance,  cre- 
dulity and  fiqwilkition,  is  attended  to.  From  the  year  1659  to  1736,  the  Sacra* 
mux  of  the  Lofd's  Supper  had  never  been  difpenfed  in  this  church.  A  tradi- 
t»B  had  long  prerailed  here,  that  the  water-kelpy  (what  Mr.  Hume,  in  his  tra- 
gedy of  Dooglas,  calls  ^  the  angry  fpirit  of  the  water**)  carried  the  ftones  for 
bniidisg  the  chnrch ;  that  the  fovodation  of  it  was  fupported  upon  large  bar»  of 
mo ;  and  that  nnder  the  fabric  there  was  a  lake  of  great  depth.  As  the  admt- 
nitntiottafthefacramiBnthad  been  fo  long  delayed,  the  people  had  brought 
themfelvcs  to  beliere,  that  the  firft  time  that  ordinance  ftioold  be  difpenfed,  the 
chBtth  would  fiaky  and  the  whole  people  trould  be  carried  down  and  drowned 
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times  repurtd,  and  is  now  much  decayed.— -Tbe  fchooIiiiAfter*| 
hoofe  is  flated^  confifts  of  4  rooms  and  1  doleu ;  and  there  i^ 
aUb  a  fchool«houfe  of  38  feet  long*  Uttelj  built  hj  cootribu^ 
doflu  The'&larj  is  tool.  Scots»  which,  with  the  dues  aj 
rifing  from  his  office  of  ieifion-clerk,  and  from  marriages,  bapj 
tilms,  8cc»  makes  his  living  worth  30 1.  Sterling.  He  has  al« 
to  a  fmall  garden.  The  fcholars  are  generally  about  50  or 
60,  feme  of  whom  are  boarded  in  the  fchoolmaQer*s  houfe. 
The  fees  for  reading  Englifli  are  x  s.,  for  reading  and  writing 
I  s.  6  d.»  for  arithmetic  a  s.,  and  for  I#atin  as.  6  d.  the  quar- 
ter. 

Pd^dbl»bif.— According  to  Dr.  Webfter^s  report,  the  po«. 
pulation  was  X59a»  Between  the  years  1770  and  i78o»  the 
commencement  of  th^  increafed  population  of  this  pariih  may 
be  dated.  For  fome  years  in  that  period,  the  incrcafe  was 
flow ;  but  fince  the  year  1780,  it  baa  been  very  rapid,  general- 
ly  above  50  perfons  in  a  year.  This  increafe  has  been  chief- 
ly, if  not  entirely  owing  to  the  flourifliiDg  date  of  manufac* 
tures  in  the  town  of  Arbroath.  An  eftate,  lying  in  detached 
parcels  near  that  town,  was  fold  very  lately  to  (Several  per* 
fons,  who  immediately  feued  out  ground  to  tradefmen,  for 
boufes  and  (mall  gardens.  A  number  of  houfes  have  been  al- 
ready 

in  the  lake.  The  belief  of  ihis  ha4  taken  fiich  hold  of  the  people*!  minds,  that 
on  the  day  the  &crainent  was  adminiftered,  fome  hundreds  of  the  pariAionen 
fat  on  an  eminence  about  100  yards  from  the  church,  espedliDg  every  moment 
the  dreadful  cataftrophe.  They  were  happily  difappointed ;  and  this  Ipiiit  of 
credulity  '*  (bon  vaniflied,  like  the  bafelets  fabric  of  a  vifion.'*  In  the  prefimt  times^ 
it  would  prove  a  matter  of  |;reat  difficulty  to  mak«  the  people  believe  fuch  ab- 
furdtties.  Perh^»  the  local  fituatiori  of  St.  Vigeana,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Ab^- 
bey,  might  have  difpoied  the  people  to  imbibe  fuch  principles  as  are  not  eafily 
rooted  out.  This  much,  however,  may  be  faid  in  favour  of  credulity,  that  it 
generally  flows  from  an  honeft  heart,-thougb,  on  the  other  hand,  it  ia  (eld9ffl  the 
flf&pring  of  a  well  informed  head. 
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ndj  built;  many  are  juft  now  building;  and  tdefe  are  oocu* 
lied  moftly  by  weavers.  In  fome  few  farms,  the  number  of 
icople  has  decreafed,  particularly  in  one,  where  the  cottagera 
a  1754  were  z8,  and  now  there  is  only  x  fiamily  in  that  place* 
n  April  1793,  the  houfea  in  this  parifli  were  730^  and  the 
umher  of  people  of  all  ages  is  3336  ;  and  in  that  number 
bere  are  65  females  more  than  males.  In  1754,  on  the  land 
ontjguous  p>  the  town  of  Arbroath,  there  were  but  11  fami« 
ies,  by  an  ezad  lift  taken  by  3  elders,  from  houfe  to  houfe^ 
\  weeks  ago,  there  are  in  this  parifli,  around  the  town,  no  leis 
han  1369  perfons  of  all  ages,  669  males  and  700  females  *• 

In  the  parifli,  there  are  235  weavers,  40  wrights,  13  finiths, 
\i  tailors,  17  mafons,  23  flioemakers,  4  coopers,  a  dyers,  9 
bopkeepers,  x6  public  houfes,  the  moft  part  of  thefe  sear 
^broath,  xa  gardeners,  Z2  flazdreflers,  a  flaters,  a  bakers^ 
\  wheelwrights,  a  midwives,  x  tan-yard  and  a  tanners.  Ivt 
rbe  above  diftrift  near  Arbroath,  there  are  a  focieties,  one  of 
vrhich  takes  the  same  of  the  St#  Vigeana  Weaver  Society,  in- 

ftituted 

^  Baptifms.  Marrutgesm                 BaptifiiUm 

Males.'    Fcm*  TotaL 

'/•S      34          as  S9  ^7"    33  ^754        ^ 

1789  SO         35  «5  "789    3^  175s       47 

1790  z6         3S  74  1790    44  X75tf        53 

X79X       a^         39         ^5  »79i    33  X7S7.      4© 

»79a      55         3«         93  >79a    33  «7S8        5® 

376  159  as® 

Tk  avenge  number  of  baptxTms  for  the  laft  5  yean,  is  75 ;  but  it  would 
^ve  been  greater,  if  the  parents  had  been  more  regular  in  giving  in  the  nanM» 
•f  the  chiUfen  to  the  pariib-regifter.  The  baptifms  for  the  year  179a,  which 
arre  93,  may  be  depended  on  as  the  exadl  number  adminiftered  by  the  £fti« 
ISiAaed  rainiaer,  as  he  baptized  none  during  that  period,  which  were  not  regif^ 
bed  before  bapdfm.  But  there  may  have  been  about  4  or  5  more  baptised 
m  year  by  nfinificrs  who  are  not  of  the  £ilabU(hment.  The  average  number 
K^ptifms  irom  1754  to  1758,  both  inclufive,.  is  50.  There  has  nearer  been  any 
^Ux  of  bosialt  kept  ia  this  pariih. 
1 
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fiituted  in  1987,  and  governed  by  a  prefes  and  connfelldri, 
chofen  annnallj.  This  fociecy  confiils  at  prefent  of  87  mem* 
bers,  all  weavers ;  and  they  admit  none  but  tbofe  who  have 
been  regularly  bred  to  the  bufinefs.  The  prefes  buys  from 
800  to  1000  bolls  of  meal  yearly^  and  from  400  to  500  bolls 
ofcoalsy  all  which  is  given  out  to  the  members  at  3  or  4 
months  credit ;  this  fociety  affords  2  s.  a-weak  to  their  poor, 
which  is  paid  out  of  the  general  fund )  and  when  the  fund 
bappens  to  be  reduced  to  a  certain  fiim,  their  poor  are  fup« 
plied  by  a  contribution  among  the  member^.  The  other  is  caU 
led  the  Townhead  Society,  is  managed  in  much  tlie  fame  maa« 
i}er  as  the  former,  but  admits  members  of  all  occupations, 
and  has  no  ftated  allowance  for  their  poor,  but  beftows  as 
their  funds  will  allow.  The  chief  defign  of  the  eftablifliment 
of  thefe  Societies  was  for  providing  coals  and  meal  for  the  fa- 
milies concerned  in  them,  which  they  are  enabled  to  purchafe 
at  a  cheap  rate,  by  laying  in  large  quantities  at  proper  feafons; 
and  they  find  ample  credit,  by  the  whole  members  being 
bound  for  the  payment.  The  members  of  both  focieties  ihow 
particular  attention  to  the  moral  chara&er  of  the  perfons  thej 
admit. 

It  is  but  doing  juftice  to  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  newly  e- 
re&ed  villages,  to  obferve,  that  they  are  generally  fober,  and 
remarkably  induftrious  ;  by  which  means  the  moft  part  of 
them  are  enabled  to  live  comfortably.  By  their  refidence  in 
the  vicinity  of  Arbroath,  where  manufafiures  are  carried  on 
to  a  very  great  extent,  they  enjoy  every  advantage  for  know- 
ing the  goodnefs  and  value  of  the  materials  they  make  ufe  of» 
the  method  by  which  they  may  be  heft  manufadured,  the  cha- 
]:a£ler  of  the  merchants  with  whom  they  deal^  and  when  to 
embrace  the  fitted  opportunity  for  difpofing  of  their  goods. 

It  is  proper  here  to  obferve,  that  the  firft  manufa£hirer  o£ 
the  cloths  called  Ofnaburghs,  in  this  countr/i  and  pethaps  in 

Scotland^ 
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Seoibiid,  was  the  hie  Mr.  Johii  WaUace,  metcltant,  and  fam« 
rime  yrovoft  of  Arbrosith,  who  began  tbat  bu{]iie&  about  the 
year  1740 j  and  for  ooany  years  after  that  period^  all'that  k.tnd 
of  clodi  maQiifaftiirsd%i i\\U  part  of  thd  cduntry  ceotered-ia 
his  flit»p»  But  now  th<it  bufinefs  has  been  extended  throngh 
^moli  6very  towd^  village,  and  parilh  in  the  coan^y,  and  ia 
now  ottried  on  to  Ebdi  an  extent,  that  the  very  large  fnm  of 
money  brought  into  this  county  by  that  breach  of  bufipels^ 
cannot  be  eftimaced  without  an  infpedion  of  the  cuftom-houfe 
books.  By  information  fent  the  writer  of  this,  frdm  the  maf* 
ter  of  the  ftampuoAce  in  Arbroath^  taken  from  his  books,  it 
spears,  Chat  from  November  1791  to  November  1792,  ther^ 
were  flumped  Xt055,303  yards  of  Ofnaburgh  and  brown  linen ^ 
and  tllat  ooe^fburth  part  of  that  quantity  was  manufadured 
in  this  patifh.  The  value  of  the  above  cloth  was  39>66o  L 
6  s.  to^d.  Sterling*  The  bounty  paid  by  government  is  i  d« 
Sterliflg  ea  aich  yaird  of  Ofnaburgh  valued  6  d.imd  xi  d.  on 
each  yard  above  6d.  of  pfice. 

Rifi  in  ikg  i^alM  of  At*J.— -The  property  of  many  eftates  in  ' 
this  pariik  has  been  frequently  transferred  iinte  the  year  1754^ 
One  dftmte  on  the  W«  fide  of  the  parifli^  of  about  300  acres^ 
was  fold  about  th«  above  period  for  leis  than  6oo  L ;  fom6 
yean  after  that  ic  gave  1300 1.*;  foon  after  2330 1.  ^  after-ir 
ward  (or  2jool.  s  it  fi  juft  now  in  the  niarket»  and  6000  L 
at  leaft  is  expected  for  it.  Another  eilate,  on  the  W.  fide^ 
but  near  Arbroath^  confiding  of  150  acres^  was  fold  in  17659 
for  1300  L  aiid  3  years  ago  it  gave  3^00!.  Another  eftate^ 
on  the  eaft  lidct  of  3163  acres,  was  fold  about  30  years  ago  for 
lioel.,  foon  after  for  14001.;  about  ^^  years  ago  it  gave 
4000  guineas.  A  farm  of  about  8co  acres  en  the  W4  fide  of- 
the  pariflif  a  part  of  which  is  moor,  was  feued  about  2d  years 
agO|   nt^  divided  by  the  proprietors  into  2  farms ;  tbe  whol« 
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iirm  piiid  of  rent  in  17^4^  and  lor  CeiFerd  jean  after,  abo«( 
70 1.  One  of  the  farms  was  let  foaae  years  ago  for  above 
900  L,  and  the  other  for  i(k>  L  Another  oftate,  l/uig  near 
Arbroath,  in  detached  parts,  was  fo]d  Ibottt  43  jeara  ago  for 
1^750  h,  feveral  jears  after  for  4750 1.,  and  two  years  ago  for 
8000  L  in  fmall  parcels.  Another  eftate  in  the  £•  fide  of  the 
pariOi,  was  fold  in  1765  for  850 1*,  and  3  years  ago  for 
doool. 

Ctopsy  Phugbsj  JFamMrz-^There  are  about  70  fanners  in 
die  paridi,  who  pay  of  yearly  rent  from  1 1.  to  aoo  1.    Of  35 
heritors,  tfab  number  in  1754,  only  %  are  alive;  and  there  is 
not  one  farmer  aKve  in  the  parifli,  atid  hovr  pofiefled  of  a  farm, 
Who  was  a  farmer  in  1754.     Scots  ploughs,  very  neatly  made, 
and  covered  with  yetHog,  are  the  only  kind  ufed  in  this  pa- 
rift.     They  are  drawn  by  %  horfes,  and  woritied  by  one  man* 
The  writer  does  not  know  of  a  plough  drawn  by  ojcen  in  the 
parifli.     In  fuch  variety  of  foil,  difference  of  climate  in  the 
£.  and  W.  fides  of  the  pariib,  degrees  of  knowledge  and  tafte 
'  6f  the  farmers,  power  of  habit,  &c.  the  rotation  of  creeping 
mult  be  very  different.    It  is  thought  that  the  a  following 
modes  are  the  moft  common  here.    When  a  farmer  breaka  up 
ley  ground,  which  has  not  been  formerly  improved,  about  ^ 
bolls  of  Hme-ihells  are  laid  upon  the  acre ;  the  lliells  are  deli* 
vered  with  the  bailey  meafure,  the  firft  crop  oats,  the  fecond 
barley,  without  any  manure,  the  3d  crop  oats,  the  4th  a  greeu 
crop,  or,  according  to  the  condition  of  the  ground,  barley  with 
grafs  feeds,  and  lies  under  grafs  generally  4  years.     Or,  they 
break  up  ley  generally  at  Lammas,  lay  on  lime  and  dung  foe 
wheat,   2d  crop  oats,  3d  crop   turnips  and  4th  barley,  with 
grafs- feeds.     There  are  railed  here  from  50  to  60  bolls  of  i4 
ftones  Araftefdatn  weight  of  potatoes  upon  the  acre,  and  of 
this  ufefal  root|  greftt  quantities  ace  produced  in  the  pariiiu 
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A  coofiderable  quantitj  of  ihz  n  alfo  nifed  facte,  geiienillf 
4e  ftd  erop  after  breakiDg  up  ky  groundy  9  or  zo  pecks  of 
Riga  or  Dutck  lint-fiwd  are  fi>wn  on  tke  acre,  which  produce 
from  ^5  to  30  ftooei  avoirdopoife  weight  of  drefied  flax;  rent 
of  the  acre  about  5  L  About  aeo  ftoues  of  haj  ate  raifed  on 
the  acre.  For  ilirefliiag  torus,  the  farmers  allow  their  baru- 
men  the  atft  boU^  without  any  vidualst  or  the  »5tb,  with  t 
meal  a-day.  There  are  now  in  the  parifh  4  or  5  threlhtng 
macfaiacs ;  but  it  will  require  fome  time  and  expedenoe,  b^ 
ibre  it  is  known  whether  or  not  they  will  prove  advantageoua 
fo  the  Ctfmers  j  tfiey  faem  to  think  that  the  working  of  them 
ia  hurtful^  to  their  horfes.  It  is  fuppofied  that  the  pariib  doea 
not  now  pcodnoe  meal  fufficient  for  the  confnmptioQ  of  the 
inhabitants ;  but  there  are  about  1500  bolls  of  wheat,  and 
between  aooo  and  3000  bolls  of  barley  fold  yearly,  the  great- 
er  part  of  which  is  fent  to  Leith  and  Glafgow,  Turnips  are 
railed  on  almoft  every  farm ;  and  fome  Uack  catdoare  fed 
and  fold  to  the  butehers  of  Arbroath,  £rom  10  L  to  14  L  the 
head** 

f99r^  (#c.-«-There  are  generally  between  ao  and  30  poor 

perfons,  who  receive  alms  from  the  public  fund  of  the  pariflip 

which  confifts  of  an  annuity  paid  out  of  an  eftate  in  the  parilh 

Z  a  amounting 

*  Prirr/,  9Vaggs^  (^r«— Day  Ubooren  haTe  here  from  X  i.  to  I  s.  4  d.,  ina« 
fns  from  z  s.  8  <L  to  2  s.  and  tailors  from  6  d.  to  S  d.  a-daj ;  thefe  laft  have  their 
▼iduab  alfo.  Ditchers  for  the  rood  6  yards  long,  5  feet  broad,  and  %  deep,  i  s« 
Diken^  36  fqnare  yards,  the  ftones  laid  down  to  them,  from  9  s.  to  10  s. 
Hooghaea  having  viaaaU  in  the  farmer's  hooie,  from  7Lt09LaodioL$ 
Ploughmen  nuiried,  have  a  hoofe  from  the  farmer,  th<  fame  wages,  with  <f 
bolls  of  meal  in  the  year,  with  a  Scotch  pint  of  milk  a-day.  In  place  of  milk, 
fome  have  a  cow  maintained  by  the  farmer,  and  have  5 1.  wages.  Beef  from 
4d.  t0  4|d.  the  Dotch  pound,  and  veal  4d.,  mutton  4id. ;  fowb  I  s.,  eggi  3d. 
4d.  5  d.  and  tf  d.  a  dozen.  Wages  are  awfe  than  doiiblt»  aad  prices  generallj 
9^3  to  s»  10x754. 


I^o  Statifiical  jScc^mt 

jpinoiittttng  t»  xi.  15  s,  6^d.  Sctrfiog*  iMrttftd  bjr  G<»r^ 
Chafjliq,  £fq.  a  native  of  thta  countrj*  tad  (bae  date  met* 
douit  ip  Jamaica  ;  Alfo  of  die  inieceft  of  -Sg L  6f*i8«L  ficcK- 
iiog,  at  4^  per  cent ;  aUb  of  tbe  intereftof  1:7  JU  Sterling,  of 
ibme  feat  uents  in  .the  diurdi,  dues  on  moitsMie,  prMtenw*' 
lioDa,  colledtona,  and  pccfents,  of  which  laft  1 5  L  ScerHfC  4»a9 
been  given  at  3  different  timca,  witliia  the  Uft  3  7r»r«p  hf  »» 
fpaleot  fiinner  is  the  pariii.  The  whole  tvm  arifiag  tr^valif 
imm  the  sbqre  articles,  wfll  aoioant  to  beurecn  to  U  uid  90  L 
Sterling;  all  which  is  gepeeally  di&ribubrf  to  the  poor  ^Hh* 
m  the  year ;  and  thej  rrceiTe  their  iharea  oo  the  laA  Sihbuh 
of  every  month,  from  a  s.  lo  4  a  acconliBg  .to  their  fitontioss 
oad  Bernflfjes#  The  heritors  cantrihiitB  Mthing  to  their  fi^ 
port^. 

CmricfiiigSf  jtntifuUki^  f/c^-»On  die  top  of  o  movatof 
miiofa  the  fiune  height  with  that  on  which  the  ehtifch  is  fito* 
Otcd,.!^  about  x8o  yards  dlrefily  eaft,  there  is  beard  a  very 
remarkable  echo,  proceeding  from  the  £•  end  of  the  tjuneh* 
It  repeats  rery  diilin£tly  6,  and  in  a  calm  evening  8  fyllables, 

or 

*  When  ^e  poor  ^re  rntered  upon  the  roll,  they  are  fuppofed  to  hnvr  giveo 
up  their  efTe^*,  in  the  event  of  their  death,  to  the  poor's  fund  ;  bat  thefc  fcL- 
<lotn  full  to  the  fefljon,  as  there  are  geiicraDr  cl:;ims  ofTered  by  relations  for  at« 
tendance,  occafional  fupply,  and  the  exponfe  of  burial.  There  arc  very  few 
begging  poor  in  the  parifh. 

In  the  parifli  there  are  about  ao  perfons  of  the  Church  of  England,  70  of  the 
Scotch  Epifcopai  church,  30  Independents,  35  Methodifts,  40  Seceders,  10  Berc- 
ans.  The  EftabliHied  Church  is  generally  well  attended,  ahd  the  parifbioncrs 
contribute  liberally  for  the  fupport  of  the  poor,  to  the  amount  of  between  10 
find  ^3  s.  every  Sabbath  during  the  fummer.  The  difference  that  prevails  here, 
and  in  Arbroath,  in  religious  opinions,  appears  to  have  no  difagreeablc  ioflueoce 
pn  the  minds  and  mannen  of  the  people.  However  much  they  may  differ  in 
their  fentiments,  they  affoci^tc  together,  tranfaA  buGnefs,  and  meet  in  a  focial 
and  convivial  manner,  without  an  inftance  almoft  of  any  injury  or  perfonal  a« 
bufe  of  one  anotlier. 


becaue.^lhe  frou^.of  the  {jMeakc^.has  ceaiied.  /Wb^  thf 
Xped^er  inpF^i.a  j#w  jr^rds  Xsom  hU  &#.  tUtioo,  %  ef:hpc6..4(9p 
beard,  lupA  'pfa(fie{iu«  ?  Uule  ^M^qft  P  .^  ^^  4^?^^^ 
3  cchofi  9X3»  K60e«t^  TliQ  f9n9^f>f  the  grQuad  ffro^  t}>i: 
diorch  U>  ^e  lUtipa  9f  lb«  ^l^^«v  i«  tipUo^K,  ai^d  nearl  j 
ia  the  ^^pr  oC  a  feqaififflf;.^jM>Qji^  Sr  i^^^c?  v^^^^ar^ 
fiQiH  .|he  chus^  are  (ceq  ^the  vf^ges  of  CfiHegory,  of 
Ca<yegrcg9n>  fwl^f^. «  >  W4  tbf^t  Gregofj,  Luig  of  Scotr 
land,  refided ;  aod  the  oames  of  feveral  places  ia  xfyi  Qftigbr 
)Hnirbq»d  jgcgyia Jhory,  tbat  it  ^  beej^  oiipe  a  roj^  sQ^idepce^ 
iach  usGw^t  of  Googi^y  or  ^i^ingi  MiUovn  of  Coaoot  a^^ 
Park  Co9H>n«  A  pr<9ri|^or  '^  t^^  pax iHi  has  iofoir;ned  tbr 
writq-  of  %hjfi^  fi^zt  Ima  hop^  was  built  of  the  ilopes  of  tb^f 
caftle  ia  the  ^6tb  pi^ptury.  Several  (looe  coffins  have  beep 
laielj  4og  9p  ifi  tbe  p^riib,  s^bore  5  feet  losg,  aad  3  brcyui^ 
and  fofoe  .egrtbea  jar^  wUb  aibcs  in  tbeoa*  A  deer's  borq^ 
u»  Mgb  ftcoflecf ^1^  vera  (ovok^  ^  f^^  7^^  9go  19  a  qioff^ 
ibme^t^ow  1^  fur&cei  ivith  m^Cs  aboTe  and  marl  b4« 
low,  J 

Tberf  is  ^  biU  cs^Ucd  Dick:,  qr  Pi9l&W»nnt^l^w,  which  if 
faid,  ia  ^m  <)f  tbe  ft^tifticat  scco^uits,  to  fignify  a  rampart  of 
proteftion  or  peace.  It  is  about  a  mile  £•  of  the  ehttreh,  aa4 
feeins  to  bi&ve  been  verj  ;nuch  adapted  to  both  the  ^bov^ 
loentiotiied  pt¥rpp(e#«  Qn  the  top  of  this  hill  there  is  a  large 
cainnj  now  covered  with  grab,  and  hollow  in  tiw  middle, 
urbere  the  baron  held  his  courts.  From  it  there  is  one  of  the 
mod  ejttcafive  profpeAs  in  this  country.  There  is  a  view  q( 
the  Qr^piap  hills,  for  more  than  30  miles,  the  coaft  of  Fife 
for  afaottt  18  milei^  the  Ifte  pf  May,  the  Lowmond^  of  Ftfe« 
I^rgo-law,  and  the  German  Ocean  for  above  50  miles. 

For  many  years  after  1 7 54,  agues  were  fo  common  in  this 
pariihi  that  the  i&cumbtnt  has  often  feesi  in  the  months  of 

March, 


Hardly  April  Mid  Maj,  and  femetiniea  in  mutattii,  fSrooi  15 
to  95  peiiboa  in  that  dttemper.  He  does  not  remember  to 
have  feen  a  fingle  peilbn  m  the  ague  ibr  adryean  paft.  There 
nerer  feems  to  have  been  what  conM  he  called  a  Utein  the 
parifli ;  bttt  as  a  great  part  of  the  ground  lies  on  a  daj  bot- 
tom, and  formeriy  mnft  have  been  vetywet,  it  is  thought 
that  this  muft  have  contribnted  to  the  prevalence  of  this  dif- 
temper.*  The  cKmate  muft,  no  doubt,  now  have  become 
much  more  bealth j  hj  the  great  number  of  ditchea  lacdj 
vsade  here.  ... 

There  are  feveral  caves  to  the  rocks,  along  the  W.  between 
Arbroath  and  Auchmithy,  one  of  which  can  be  entered  onlj 
at  low  water.  When  feals  abounded  on  this  coaft,  it  was  csf« 
tomary  to*  let  people  down  Co  this  cave  with  a  rope  tonxA 
fheir  bodj,  to  the  depth  of  40  feet,  with  ropes  of  draw  roU 
led  round  their  legs,  and  bludgeons  in  their  hands,  in  order 
ip  kill  feals.  There  is  another,  called  the  Maiden  Caftle  cave, 
the  entry  to  which  is  about  10  feet  'above  l|igb  water- mark. 
The  mafon-'lodge  of  Arbroath  built  a  gate  to  it,  and  gave  it  a 
<^oor  many  years  ago.  They  walked  in  proceifion  every  year 
on  St.  John*s  day  from  Arbroath  to  this  cave,  where  they  ad- 
mitted new  members.  It  is  about  231  feet  long,  and  from  la 
to  24  feet  broad.  At  the  farther  end  there  is  a  fpting  of  fine 
Vrater,  but  exceedingly  cold.  Above  the  cave  arc  the  vefti« 
ges  of  a  fort,  about  109  feet  above  the  level  pi  the  fea,  and 
on  the  land  fide  the  remains  of  the  foffe  and  rampart  are  ftill 
vifible.  There  is  another  cave,  which  appears  as  if  it  had 
been  cut  out  of  the  face  of  the  rock,  the  entry  to  which  is  a- 
bout  4c  feet  above  the  fea.  It  is  about  t%  feet  long,  10  broad, 
and  8  high.    The  accefs  to  it  is  difficult  and  dangerous  *• 

MifCittaneout 

*  About  a  quarter  of  t  mile  weltward  from  Auchmithy,  there  is  a  curious 
{ihenomeiwa  csUed  the  gayier,  or  gaylet-pot.    It  lies  is  an  arabk  fieMp  and  t( 

.  difljuit 
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ICfciOat^eaus  Ot(fervaiUns.,-^li^n  the  fide  of  the  SmaSk 
mer  Brothock,  and  near  the  churchy  a  brewexy  was  ere&ed 
ia  1787^  and  in  the  £une  place  a  diftillery  in  179:^,  both  be* 
loagiag  to  one  perfon*  The  ftill  is  40  gallons,  and  pajs  40L 
a-year  to  the  Exciie.  The  diftillery  confumed  500  bolls  of 
barky  in  179^9  when  there  were  a  (40  gallon)  iliUs ;  and  the 

brewery. 


Aftmnt  too  yuds  from  the  front  of  the  rocks  that  hang  over  the  fet.  The  pot 
is  of  the  fhspe  of  an  isverted  um,  50  yards  in  diameter,  hut  towards  the  weft, 
h  loCes  a  part  of  its  circular  form,  and  the  ground  afcends  in  a  gentler  flop  than. 
the  other  parts  of  the  circle,  for  54  yards,  till  it  terminates  in  an  angular  pointy 
at  the  place  where  it  reaches  the  level  of  the  adjacent  field.  The  entry  to  it' 
from  the  feft  is  150  feet  below  the  top  of  the  rock,  and  the  depth  of  the  pot  ia 
tie  fiect^  bdow  the  level.of  the  gxomid  rouod  the  edges  of  it.  The  opening) 
from  the  fieais  grand  and  awiul^  being  about  70  feet  high  and  40  broad.  The. 
water  from  the  fea  runs  into  the  pot  by  a  fubterraneous  paflage,  which  gradu- 
ally contrails  till  it  enters  the  bottom  of  the  pot,  where  it  does  not  exceed  10 
orit  feet  in  breadth  and  height.  When  the  fea  is  n)ogh,  the  wind  eafterly, 
aad  high  vsatcr,  the  boiileroiis  element  burfts  in  at  the  month  of  the  pot,  with 
*in^TWig  impetuoflty,  and  roan,  and  boib,  and  froths,  till  the  waves  of  the  fea 
iiJ^  back,  and  allow  it  to  retreat,  which  it  does  with  great  violence,  and  a  loud 
soife,  which,  on  account  of  the  depth  of  the  cavity,  is  not  heard  at  any  great 


About  halfway  between  this  place  and  Auchmithy,  there  is  a  large  excava- 
tion lA  the  rocks,  in  the  form  of  a  femicircle,  and  about  itfo  feet  wide  in  the 
fi«it  tabards  the  fea.  It  has  a  large  pillar  of  rock  in  the  middle  of  the  en- 
tnace,  Umoft  in  a  line  with  the  rocks  on  each  fide.  The  extent  is  fo  large* 
that  a  fithing  boat  with  four  oaci  can  fail  round  the  pillar,  without  being- in 
danger  af  Unking  on  the  rock.  There  was  a  chapel  dedicated  to  St.  Ninians^ 
fitnated  about  1  miles  from  the  church  on  the  fea-fide,  near  the  place  where  the 
coat  btfiai  to  rife,  between  Arbroath  and  Auchmithy.  No  veftige  of  the  cha- 
pel wtm  iffiean,  bat  a  part  of  the  borytng  ground  remains,  through  the  middle 
if  vrhich  a  road  has  been  lately  cut,  and  the  ends  of  feveral  coffins  oi  (tone  are 
^ble.  St.  Niaiaas  well,  near  the  church-yard,  was  in  former  times  of  great 
lepote  for  the  cure  of  feveral  difeafes,  but  now  totally  negle^ed.  One  of  the 
iimiial  feioof  Arbroath  was  dedicated  to  this  faint;  it  flumld  be  held  on  the 
firft  Wednelilay  after  Tcinity  Suaday,  bat  it  is  feme  tiine  «ga  fiiad  the  third; 
Wedfleflaj  of  June* 


t9jf  Sati^al  Auount 

tireWAry,  atioiit  &70  boUs  die  Aime  jrwur.  Tke  bnwiMnf  p^ 
between  jocL  Md  400 h  a-yesr'of  escifeduey.^^Tbete  is 
iiodiing  uncomtnoti  or  neiuarkable  ia  tte  ftatnf^  fatca^  or  ap- 
peaiftince,  or  inhftbitajits  o£  the  parifli.  Tlie)r  ave  ^eMxally 
£rom  5  feet  6  inellesy  t^  5  feet  9  inches  high;  tkdf  fliape  a&d 
Aeo  feem  to  indieai^e  health  aad  ftrengtl^  and  n|  fa^  they 
poflefs  a  confiderable  fliare  of  both.  There  are  few  6  feet 
high.  Several  young  perfons  betake  themldves  to  a  feafar* 
iftg  Ufey  and  a  few  to  the  army.  There  are  iaasc  people  in 
t%e  parillh  from  79  to  84  years  of  age^  aad  a  geoticmea  died 
foxne  years  ago,  each  in  his  86th  year.  One  Alexander  Bams 
died  fome  time  iince  in  the  96tb  year  of  his  age«  On  almofl  all 
the  largo  farms  in  the  parifli,  both  youag  naea  aad  macued 
cottagers  are  eniployed  as  fervants.  The  farmers  gencraHy 
drefs  in  a  plain  manner  ;  the  common  colour  of  their  clothes 
is  blue ;  and  many  of  them  ftill  wear  the  Scotch  broad  bon- 
net. The  drefs  of  a  number  of  the  mea  fervaats  is  a  little 
ftowy,  and  rather  fuperior  to  that  of  tbe  females  of  the 
fame  rank.  Many  of  the  farmers  arc  now  accommodated 
with  good  houfes,  built  of  ftone,  and  dated,  and  generally  of 
the  file  of  ordinary  manfes  *• 

In  the  W.  fide  of  the  paxiih,  the  farmers  fow  earlier  than 
tbofe  in  the  £.«  yet  the  corns  are  generally  earlier  cut  down 

in 

•  Their  mKjAt  of  living  is  confiderjibly  titered  fince  tile  ycif  1754,  «nd  yet 
few  of  ihcm  live  up  to  what  they  couW  afford.  Their  ittention  to  tbeir  bufi- 
neft,  and  their  ilnftftces,  prcrcnt*  them  from  going  to  tny  etceffe  in  thttlr  family 
ct^^enfcs,  la  1754.  there  were  not  3  ftttmers  in  the  pirHIl  who  fairiPbelf  t  derco 
k!h-/?5  and  .oik<  in  their  houfes,  now  thcfe  inplements  abMmd  in  alxiraft  al! 
t&eir  bonks.  Few  of  them  z.i  that  time  drank  tea,  it  is  noir  ocmaif  among 
people  of  iftfenof  ftation.  There  were  not  then  6  watches  afBong  the  farmers  ; 
«ow  many  of  the  men  fervants  have  thcra,  and  there  ate  above  loa  watches 
and  about  Ss  clocks  in  the  parifh.  Ih  1754,  it  wa«  comtson.  fidr  ilie  fortner  and 
bis  wi%  fofMml  the  fawe'  tabh  wJlh  the  fervants  ;  now  dwy  «at  ia  »  fef^rata 

% 
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in  tbe  E.  tbim  in  the  W.  fide. — ^The  oldeft  records  Belonging 
tf  the  chiDreh-feffion^  commence  in  tS6s,  viikca  Mr.  Strachan 
was  oirdaiced  minifter  here,  by  a  mandate  from  the  Arch- 
bifliop  of  St.  Andrew's,  and  thej  are  continued  down  to  the 
year  1694.    Frotii  that  date,  to  the  jrear  1727,  there  are  no 
records  extant.    Since  that  time  they  have  been  regularly 
kept.— There  are  feveral  quarries  in  the  pafilh  of  a  reddifli 
coarfe  granite,  but  fcarcdy  any  ftones  fonnd  in  the  fields  that 
can  be  ufed  in  building.     In  confequence  of  an  aft  of  parlia- 
ment 1789,  a  turnpike  roads  are  making  here,  and  toll-bars 
have  b^en  erefted  about  3  years  ago.     The  one  from  Ar- 
broath to  Forfiu:,  pafles  through  a  part  of  the  parifh  on  the 
W.  fide,  for  about  4  miles.     The  other  from  Arbroath  to 
MontroTe,  on  the  E.  fide,  for  3  miles.     The  aA  alfo  enjoins 
a  commutation  of  the  ftatute4abour  at  the  rate  of  24  s.  Ster- 
ling  for  each  100 1.  Scots  of  rained  rent  in  the  county,  ^and 
the  fum  arifing  from  the  above  afleflment,  is  appointed  to  be 
laid  out  on  private  roads  within  each  refpediive  parifh.     The 
fum  coOefted  out  of  this  pariih  for  the  above  purpofe,  a- 
mounts  to  between  90 1.  and  locl.  Sterling.— .The  writer  of 
this  has  been  told,  that  in  the  year  1750,  there  Were  but  a 
box  carts,  or,  what  is  here  called  coup-carts,  in  the  parifh^ 
bat  at  prefent  there  is  no  other  kind  made  ufe  of  here. — ^The 
only  eminent  man  that  has  appeared  in  this  pariih,  during 
this  and  a  part  of  the  laft  century,  was  Sir  James  Wood  of 
Bonnington,  Colonel  of  the  Scotch  Fufileers,  in  the  reign  of 
Qaeen  Anne.    He  ferved  in  Flanders  under  the  Duke  of 
Martborough,  apd  acquired  oonfiderable  reputation  in  his  pro- 
fcffion.    Letham,  once  his  feat,  is  half  a  mile  diftant  from  the 
(hurch. 

AiMtaages^  £u.«^The  advantages  which  the  people  of 
this  parifh  enjoy,  are  many  3  and  the  difadvantages  few  or 
Vol.  Zn.  A  a  nones 
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none,  but  fudi  as  are  in  their  own  power  to  remedy.  A 
healtfaj  dimstOy  and,  in  general,  a  fruitful  Ibtl ;  no  epidemi- 
cal diftempers  prevalent  among  them.  Coals  from  Arhroath, 
the  common  fuel,  70  flones  Dutch  weight,  at  6s.  and  6s.  6d.; 
but  laft  winter  at  8s.  6d.,  when  thej  were  fcarcer  and  deaxer 
than  ever  known.  Every  perfon  who  choofes  to  work*  finds 
immediate  encouragement,  good  wages,  and  ready  payment 
for  his  labour.  Every  perfon  who  has  any  of  the  neoeflaries 
of  life  to  dijpoie  of,  finds  a  ready  market.  The  farmers  en- 
joy, in  moderation,  many  of  the  conveniencies  pf  life,  and 
their  married  fervants,  when  they  behave  honefily  and  dif- 
creetly,  find  proteAion  and  (upport  from  their  mafters.  Many 
of  the  tradefmen,  particularly  the  weavers,  are  in  comforu 
aUe  circumftances ;  they  appear  to  know  their  intex^,  and 
to  attend  to  it  carefully.  And  people  of  all  ranks  leem  to 
aim  at  what  is  ufeful  and  fubftantial,  rather  than  what  is 
Ihowy  or  fuperfluous.  Was  the  writer  of  this  to  ezprefs 
what  he  believes  to  be  the  general  fenfe  of  the  people  in  this 
pariih,  with  refped  to  their  fituation  and  circumftances  as 
members  of  fociety,  it  might  be  comprehended  in  the  follow- 
ing  words  :  '^  May  the  bleiOngs  of  providence  we  ^t  prefent 
enjoy,  be  continued  to  us  ;  may  th^  prefen^  Britifli  conftitu- 
tion  remain  unibaken,  and  may  agriculture,  m^ufaftures; 
and  trade  fiourifh.  What  remains  to  complete  our  tempora) 
profperity,  depends  on  our  own  adivity,  diligence,  and  in« 
duftry.     We  want  no  inoxif,  we  i^iih  90  lefs." 


NUM. 
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number  xvi. 
Parish  of  kirriemuir. 


(CouKTT  OF  Forfar,  Synod  of  Ahgus  and  Mcarns>  Pres- 
bytery OF  Forfar*) 


£j  the  Rev.  Mrs  Thomas  Ogilvy* 


Name,  Extent,  Surface,  and  Soil,. 

KIRRIEMUIR,  bommonlj  pronoiinced  Kellamulr,  is  » 
Gadit  Word,  aiid  fignifiies  Marj  Kirk.  The  form  of 
tliepafiih  b  irregular.  Its  greateft  length  from  S.  E.  to«N. 
W.,  is  7  or  8  miles,  its  leaft  4.  The  greateft  breadth  from 
8.  W.  t»  N.  £.,  is  about  7  miles ;  the  leaft  6.  The  northern 
part,  called  Olenprofen^  from  the  river  Profen  which  runs 
Ac  whole  length  of  it,  is  bounded  on  the  S.  bj  Kingoldrum; 
OQ  die  £•  and  N.  bj  a  ridge  of  mountuns  which  feparates  it 
from  Cortachj  and  Qova ;  and  on  the  W.  bj  another  ridge 
of  mountains  which  feparates  it  from  Gleniila  and  lintrathen. 
This  glen  is  about  is  miles  long;  and,  with  the  traft  of 
coantrj  which  lies  along  the  bum  of  Lednathie,  Glenuig^ 
Glenlogie^  and  fome  Imaller  glens  which  are  comprehended 

A  a  2  uiider 
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Wider  the  general  naoae  Gkiiprofeii,  maj  coatBia  24  dr  fO 
ff vare  miles.   The  faoe  of  the  couatrj  U  ▼arioos.  For  about 
a  mile  to  the  N.  of  the  pariibea  of  dammit  and  For&r,  ic 
is  alffloft  flat.   Then  it  rifes  gentlj  about  a  miles  more,  form» 
iQg  almoft  one  coattnned  floping  baak,  till  within  a  few  ban- 
dred  jards  of  the  town,  which  ftaads  nearlj  in  the  centre  of 
the  fottthern  part  of  the  parifli,  and  is  feparated  bj  a  nnrrow 
valley  or  den,  about  zoo  feet  deep^  from  the  aboTebaoIu 
To  the  £•  and  W.  of  the  town,  it  is  almoft  level.    The  reft 
of  the  parifli  is  bcautifullj  diveriified  with  hills,  and  dales, 
rirers,  woods,   and  plains.     The  bills,,  however,  thofe  in 
Glenprofen  excepted,  are  of  no  great  elevation,  and  are  either 
cultivated,  or  planted,  or  afford  tolerable  paftoie.    01en« 
profcn  is  altogether  hilly  and  mountainous.    A  few  of  the 
hills  are  covered  with  grafs,  except  on  dieir  fummits ;  and  a 
few  of  them  are  rockj ;  but  thej  are,  in  general,  covered 
with  heath,  interfperfed,  however,  with  innumerable  patches 
of  grafs,  probaUj  produced  bj  the  manj  rUls  which  tumble 
down  their  fides.     Some  of  thefc  hills  are  interfefted  bj  ri- 
vulets which  have  their  foorce  in  die  glens  formerly  men- 
tioned; and  in  the  glens  are  feveral  hundred  acres  of-flait 
mofly  ground,  partly  covered  with  bent  and  rough  gxais, 
-which  afford  good  pafiure  for  young  cattle  during  the  fum- 
mer  months,  as  the  hills  do  for  iheep.    In  Glenprofen^  the 
foil  Is  partly  thin  and  Ijght,  partly  mofly,  and,  in  general^ 
wet.     In  the  fbuthem  part  of  the  pariJh,  are  all  kinds  o£ 
foil;  but  a  black  mould,  on  a  bottom  of  xnortar,  predominates. 
This,  when  dry,  produces  heavy  crops  of  all  kinds  of  grainy 
but  being  m  many  places  wet  and  fpongy,  the  harveft  is  oftea 
late,  and  the  grain  of  rather  an  inferior  quality* 

Riverj,  and  WootU. — The  river  Eik,.  which  has  it  fource 
in  Clova^  forms  the  N.  £.  boundary  of  this  pariib^for  about 

2  miles 
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3  aukf.    The  Profini  takes  ita  rife  ia  the  N.  W.tsfXxcc^tj 

of  it ;  nms  Ae  whole  length  of  the  glen  to  whidi  it  gm» 

BAoie;  afiterwaifd  l^parates  the  parifiies  of  Cortachj  and  King« 

oUnua £»r  ebout  a  mSes;  then  Kiriicnrak  and  Cortachy  for 

abottt  a  mSes  more ;  and  £dls  into  the  £ik  near  Invefcarky* 

The  Caritj  has  its  fonrce  in  the  pariih  of  Lintrathen  ;  tra. 

verliBt  that  and  the  pariih  of  KingQldram ;  and,  after  a  latm 

sndering  qonrfe  of  abont  4  miles  in  this^  pariih,  is  loil  in  the 

£&  at  LiTcrcarity,  to  which  it  gives  name.    Thefe  rivere 

fwaim  with  imall  tront,  which  afford  excellent  ^port  for  the 

angler ;  and,  in  the  fummer  months,  a  great  number  of  tet^ 

treat  refiurt  to  the  Efk  and  Profisn.    This  trout  is  red,  of  an 

exfidknt  flavonr,  and  hj  mamj  people  preferred  to  falmon^ 

Some  years  agoy  Almon  were  I&ewiie  plenty  in  the  fiflc; 

bat  now,  owing  to  die  dam-dikes  towards  the  mouth  of  the 

rJTer,  their  numbers  here  are  ineonfiderable.    The  Gairie 

has  it  fonrce  abont  a  miles  to  the  W»  of  the  town  in  the 

meadow^  formerly  the  Lake  of  Kinnordy.    After  pdSng-the 

meadow^  it  glides  dong  a  channel  cut  for  it  out  of  folid  roek^ 

dU  within  300  or  400  yards  ci  die  town.  Then,  changing  ita 

coorfe  to  the  S*  £.,  it  deftends  into  a  narrow  TaUey ;  and» 

in  its  fall,  turns  a  com  and  malt  mill,  a  flax^  and  a  fnlling 

mills.    Dire&sng  again  its  courie  to.  the  £•»  it  meanders  a* 

long  the  den^  which  is  of  a  terpentine  fbrm^  about  ooo  yards 

ts  the  S.  of  the  town,,  and  60  foet  below  the  lerel  of  the 

loweft  part  of  it>  At  the  eaflem  extremity  of  the  den,  which 

is  shoot  s  mile  loog»  it  takes  a  fouthem  direftion,,  and  after 

beautifying  and  enriching  the  parks  of  Logic,  again  turns  to 

the  S*  £•,  and»  afker.  a  courie  of  about  xo  miles^  which,  in  a 

diieft  line,  would  not.exoeed  5,  falls  into  the  Dean  a  little  to 

the  £•  of  Glammis  CaiUe.    Before  the  Lake  of  Kinnordy 

wu  drained,  in  2740,  this  wa&  a  confideraUe  Aream ;  but 

now,  in  a  dry  fummer,  it  is  fcarcely  fufl^ient  to  turn  a  mill. 

5  Tbia 
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This  pftciih,  to  the  £•  of  the  town,  was  once  ft  cotttiiitfe^ 
foreft,  called  Platane*  At  pvefent  there  are  bo  woods  of  great 
extent ;  thoi^h  a  confidorable  quantitj  bodi  of  hard  and  foft 
tbnher,  of  all  kinds  and  ages,  is  interfperfed  up  and  down 
the  padlb,  efpecially  on  the  eftate  of  Kinnoidjr,  the  prdpriea 
tor  of  wfakh  is  giving  his  feat  every  embelKflimrnt  which 
wood  can  beftow,  as  well  as  ornamenting  die  ooontry^  by 
phmting  every  piece  of  wafte  ground  on  his  eftate*  Mr* 
Ogilvy  of  Qova,  has  likewife  planted^  within  thefe  few 
years,  300  acres  of  Scotch  and  Larix  firs,  befides  hard  wood  ^ 
and  oontinaes  to  plant  a  certain  munber  of  acres  every  year* 
Zhexe  is,  befides,  in  Glenprafen,  a  confiderable  qatandty  of 
natural  wood,  moftly  birdi  i  and,  were  it  not  for  the  iheepi 
it  would  foon  become  a  fexeft,  as  the  upper  part  of  it;  which 
is  fiiUL  calkd  the  Foreft  of  Glenprofen,  has  evidently  boan^ 

,CBni9Hp  &c« — The  climate  varies  coafittcraldy.  The  lowef 
part  of  the  parilh  is  far  more  mild  and  tampemte  than  Glen-» 
profen,  ezoq>t  in  the  middle  of  fununer,  when,  owing  to  die 
r^exioo  of  the  fun*s  beams  from  the  hills,  the  latter  is  per^ 
haps  wanner  than  the  former,  Aiid,  about  the  boundaries 
of  the  paridies  of  Glammis  and  For&r,  the  aif  is  tnaldei* 
than. about  the  town,  and  to  the  northward  of  it«  Scrofiilai 
and  confumptions  are  the  mOft  common  diforders ;  and  we 
are  fometimes,  thou^  rarely,  vifited  with  putrid  fevers. 
The  air  is  clear  and  falubrious ;  the  people  rather  above  the 
common  fixe,  well  made,  ftrong,  aftive,  and  heakhy.  The 
ague,  which  is  common  in  the  lower  parts  of  Strathmore,  ia 
unknown  here ;  and,  often,  whilft  Forfar^  Glammis,  and 
Meigle,  are  enclofed  in  mift,  there  is  none  at  Kirriemuir. 
There  are  no  inftances  of  a  remarkable  longevity ;  but  many 
arrive  at  80  ^  and  a  or  3  died  lately  who  were  above  90. 
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Cubt^u^um,  &c.«->Part  of  this  parifli  was  e&dofed  mmy 
jears  ago,  and  is  in  a  ftate  of  high  cultivation;  aad^  in  trerf 
part  of  ity  improvements  are  carrying  on.  Such,  at  prefent, 
feems  to  be  the  fpirit  for  improvements  in  agticnlture,  both 
among  the  proprietors  and  tenants,  that  if  thoj  go  on  for  a 
few  years  longer,  as  they  have  done  for  15  years  paft,  there 
win  be  little  wafte  ground  in  the  parilh.  What  is  wet,  they 
are  draining;  what  is  uncultivated  and  arable,  they  are  bring-* 
ing  into  tillage ;  what  is  not  arable,  they  are  planting.  Much 
has  been  done  in  all  thefe  ways ;  and  a  great  deal  ftill  re* 
mains  to  be  done*  And  here  the  means  of  improvement  are 
to  be  had  in  great  abundance*  The  Lake  of  Kinnordy,  whidi 
is  completely  drained,  and  the  meadows  of  Logie,  which  a«e 
not  drained,  contain  an  inexhauftible  fupply  of  fine  marl. 
Nor  is  encouragement  wanting  to  engage  the  tenants  to  ufe  it» 
For  the  proprietor  of  Kinnordy  fells  it  confiderably  cheaper 
than  any  other  marl  in  the  county  ;  though,  in  quality,  it  is, 
by  manj,  reckoned  inferior  to  none.  Accordingly,  it  is  car* 
ried  not  lefs  than  14  miles.  The  town  likewife  affords  a 
great  deal  of  manure,  which,  within  thefe  3  years,  has  rifea 
from  8d»  and  pd*  the  cart  load,  to  i6d.  and  i8d«  This  is 
a  dear  proof  of  the  fpirit  for  improvement ;  and,  as  another, 
it  may  sot  be  improper  to  mention,  that  a  fmall  eftate  about 
1  miles  to  the  N.  of  the  town,  fold  laft  year  at  60  years  pur- 
chafe,  thou^  one  half  of  it  is  under  leafe  for  a  life,  and  the 
other  for  9  or  10  years.  Few,  if  any,  leafes  are  now  let,  in 
which  the  tenant  is  not  bound  to  a  regular  rotation  of  crop- 
ping ;  and  thofe  who  hav^  old  leafes,  and  are  not  bound,  be« 
gin  to  find  it  their.intereft  to  follow  one.  The  rotations  moft 
comnum  arc^  ift,  oats  or  flax,  after  ley ;  id,  turnip  or  pota- 
toes; 3d,  oats  ;  4th,  barley  with  grafs-feeds  ;  5  th,  hay ;  6th, 
7th,  and  8th,  pafiure ;  then  oats  or  flax,  &c.  as  before.  In- 
AtsA  of  3  years,  fome  pafture  .5 ;  and,  in  place  of  making 
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kaj  the  firft  jcar  of  the  grais^  feme  are  beginning  to  paftnre 
that  year,  and  to  cot  for  bay  the  fecond.     This^  thej  think,  i 
gives  them  hajof  a  fnperior  qnalitj,  and  rje>  graft  feed  in  the 
greateft  perfeftion.   A  few  nerer  make  any  hay  for  fale ;  but 
paftore  all  the  years.     Inftead  of  taking  only  i  crop  of  corn 
after  the  ley,  fome  take  %•    The  whole  dung  of  the  farm  is 
laid  on  with  the  turnip  or  potatoes  ;  and  when  it  is  not  fuf- 
ficient  for  all  the  ground  allotted  for  green  crop,  they  fajtlow, 
and  fometimes  dung  and  fow  wheat  in  OAober.     Ac  prc- 
fenty  howerer,  wheat  is  not  a  common  crop  here ;  Hi  2  far- 
mers finding  that  barley  is,  in  gentral«  more  profitable,  ef- 
pecially  when  the  value  of  the  turnip  is  confidered*     Ana- 
ther  rotation  much  approved  of,  when  dung  can  be  command- 
ed, is,  xft,  oats  after  ley ;  ad,   turnip  or  potatoes  ;   ^«^,  bar- 
ley with  grab-feeds  ;  4th,  hay,  or  the  grafs  cut  gr    ^  ;  5th, 
pafture;  6th,  oats,  or  flax,  &c.  as  before.    Here  likewife  the 
dung  is  laid  00  vrith  the  tuniip,  &c,  which  sre  always  horfe. 
hoed.     Another  mode  of  culture  pradifed  here,  delerves  to 
be  mentioned.    Mr.  Ktnloch  of  Kilrie,  having  the  command 
of  the  river  Gairie,  begins,  in  the  month  of  November,  to 
flood  his  endofnres  at  Logic,  and  continues  to  do  fo  at  inter- 
vals, till  the  middle  of  April.    Thefe  endofnres  have  been  in 
grafs  fince  the  year  1770  ;  and,  in  confequence  of  the  abov^ 
pmfiice,  are  now  the  earlieft  aud  bed  grafs  fields  in  the  coun- 
ty ;  and  there  ia  not,   perhaps  in  Scotland,  any  fuperior  ta 
them.     Before  the  above  period,  they  let  at  from  los.  to  12  s. 
an  acre.     Laft  feafon,  179a,  from  3 ).  to  4 1.  xo  s.  Sterling  the 
•cref. 

Neither  oats  nor  barley  are  raifed  in  ftt£Bcient  quantities  to 
fupply  the  confumption  of  the  parifli ;  but  black  cattle,  lean 

aad 

\  SaitU'fl  plonffa,  with  a  metal  nonld-botrd,  it  gvttiiif  Into  |cacrtiy«;  uA 
§fm  fuKcn  are  witlwot  a  toUer. 
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9sA  fatted ;  flieep  for  the  butcher,  poultrj,  butter,  cbeefe,  ho- 
oey, wool,  and  tallow,  to  a  confiderable  amount,  are  annually 
exported.  The  farmers  have  lately  turned  their  attention  to 
the  breeding  of  horles.  By  confequence  the  breed  has  been 
much  improved,  aod  a  large  fum  of  money  (aved  the  pariih, 
vrhich  ufed  to  be  fent  out  of  it  for  that  ufeful  animal.  The 
moft  intelligent  of  the  breeders  of  (keep  have  likewife  chan-i 
ged  their  fy^em ;  and,  inftead  of  buying  the  greateft.  part  o£ 
their  ftock,  when  a  year  old,. at  the  Linton  market^  as  was  tho^ 
praftice.fome  years  age,  they  are  begun  to  rear  nearly  as  many- 
lambs  as  ferve  them.  The  iheep  reared  here  are  altogether, 
white.  They  are. not  fo  heavy  as  the  Linton  fheep:  but  theic 
wool  is  finer,  and  their  mutton  of  a  higher  flavour. 

Town,  ManufaBures^  Sec.-— Kirriemuir,  a  burgh  of  barony^ 
is  of  confiderable  antiquity;  but .  the  date  of  its  eredicn  is. 
here  unknown  *.. 

Situated  near  the  foot  of  the.  braes  pf  Angus,  in  a  fertile,^ 
extenfive,  and  populous  diftrift,  Kirriemuir  is  the  mart  to 
which  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  pariihes  chiefly  re^ 
fort.  Hence  no  town  in  the  county  has  a  better  weekly  mar- 
ket \  in  none  of  its  fize  is  more  trade  carried  on.  Nine  car^ 
xiert  go  regularly  to  Dundee  twice,  and  often  thrice  a*week, 

Vol,  XII.*  ^      B  b  loaded 


*  It  is,  however,  certain,  that  the  juriididion  .of  its  bailie  was  Tety  great ; 
tail,  k  is^faid,  extended  even  yver  the  hill  of  Dundee.  It  ftands  in  a  very  healthy 
and  pleafant  fitnation,  partly  on  a  flat,  and  partly  on  an  inclmed  plane,  on  the 
S.  W.  fide  of  a  hill  of  the  fame  name,  along  the  northern  brow  of  a  beautiful 
dAi,  thrqpigh  which  runs  the  fin  all  river  Oalrie.  In  &rm,  it  very  murh  refem- 
bitt  an  anchor  \  that  part  of  it  which  lies  along  the  den,  in  the  level  fituatioiv 
fotming  the  arms ;  and  that  which  Hands  on  an  inclined  plane,  the  Ihank  of  the 
anchor.  The  profped  of  the  lower  part  of  the  town  is  bounded  by  the  foothem 
^ow  of  the  den ;  bat  froai  the  highor  partis  feen  almoft  the  whole  of  Strath- 
ttorc. 
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loaded  vixih  the  prodnce,  or  mannfafiures  of  the  diftrid,  and 
bring  from  thence  flaz^  fugar,  tea,  porter,  ruai,  and  all  kinds 
of  merchant  goods  ;  and  two  come  twice  a-week  from  Moo^ 
trofe*  And  it  is  to  be  obfervcd,  that  thefe  carriers  feldom 
bring  coals.  The  town  is  fnpplied  with  that  article  bj  Dun^ 
dee  carriers,  or  the  fartners  in  the  neighboarhood  ^.  Two 
annual  fairs  are  held  here,  in  July  and  O&ober,  for  ibeep^ 
horfes,  and  black  cattle ;  and  for  flax,  wool,  labouring  lUen* 
fils,  and  houfehold  neceflaries*  It  contains  49a  bonCes,  471 
families,  10  brewers,  who  are  likewifc  innkeepers,  xa  retail* 
ers  of  foreign  fpirits,  3  of  wine,  about  90  of  ale  and  whiikj, 
27  merchants,  228  weavers,  and  1584  fouls. 

Two  tan^yards  have  been  eftabliflied  here  for  fbme  time, 
and  a  third  is  ereding.  A  diftiUerj  was  begun  feme  months 
ago,  in  a  fituatioa  than  which  none  could  be  better  adapted  for 
the  purpofe;  and  in  building  the  houfes  necefiarj  for  it,  the 
proprietor  had  in  view  the  eflablifliment  of  a  brewery  at  th^ 
iime  place,  {hould  a  proper  perfon  be  found  to  undertake  it. 
About  I2CO  pair  of  (hoes  are  made  annually  for  exportation  ^ 
and  the  manufadure  of  coarfe  linen  is  carried  on  to  a  very 
great  extent.  Olhaburgh,  fcrim,  and  birdy,  to  the  amount  of 
about  38,000 1.  Sterling,  were  numufaftured  from  September 
1791  to  September  X791.  This  is  more  than  was  ever  be- 
fore manufadured  in  one  year,  and  muft  have  been  owing  to 
the  flourilhing  date  of  the  trade,  which  was  never  better  than 
it  is  at  prefent,  December  1792  f. 

*  Itii  t6  miles  from  Dundee,  to  firoar  Arbroatb,  15  from  Brachiivi  3-4t^ 
from  Forfar,  and  5  from  GUmmis. 

t  A  joameyman  weaver  can,  with  eafe,  gain  16  d.  a-day,  and  a  woman  8  d« 
at  fpinning.  And  to  fach  perfection  have  fome  of  the  people  here  arrived  in 
this  bofineCs,  that  many  women,  when  they  exert  themfelves,;can  gain  zad.  and 
even  15  d«  a-da;;  and  a  weavtr  lattl;  wiooght,  on  a  wager,  in  18  hoars  aad 

ao  minuter, 
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fopulation, — According  to  Dr.  Wcbftcr's  report,  the  num- 
ber of  fouls  then,  was  3409.  At  prefent  thej  amount  to  be- 
tween  4000  and  5000.  Males  born  iti  1792,  6S,  feoaales  7o» 
marriages  43. 

EccUJiqftical  Siate,  Stipend,  Schools,  Poor^  8cc — It  appears 
that  there  were  once  4  religious  houfes  in  the  parlOi,  beiiJts 
the  one  prcfently  ufed  as  a  parilh  church,  and  the  chapel  in 
G1enp:ofeti,  where  tKe  minifter  ftill  officiates  1  or  3  tinies  a- 
jear  *. 

Bbi  An 

io  nubutcs,  a  web  of  birdy,  confiding  of  ^i  yards,  for  working  which  85.  was 
tlien  paid.  This  has  greatly  raifed  the  price  of  all  kinds  of  labour.  In  .X7S6, 
the  wages  of  a  labouring  man  fervant  were  from  5  I.  to  7  L ;  of  a  woman  from 
1 L  10s.  to  3  L ;  of  a  mafon  from  15  d.  to  iS  d.  a-day ;  of  a  joiner  from  12  d.  to 
15  d.  At  prefent,  17^1,  they  are  as  follows :  of  a  man  fenrant,  from  7 1.  to  10 1. 
of  a  woman,  from  3 1,  to  4 1.  4  s. ;  of  a  mafon,  from  20  d.  to  a4d.  a-day;  of  a 
joiiier,  from  1 5  d.  to  iS  d.  All  kinds  of  provifions  have  likewife  rifen  in  pro- 
portion ;  if  we  abftra^  from  the  quality,  which  has  been  much  improved  fince 
the  above  period.  Beef,  mutton,  and  lamb,  fell  at  from  3  d.  to  4^  d.  the  pound  ; 
veal  at  ?id.  to  4d.;  honey  at  6d.  to  12  d.  the  pound,  Dutch  weight;  fowls  a: 
9  d.  to  14 d. ;  t%%s  ait  3  d.  to  4 d  a  dozen;  batter  Tit  ^'A.  to  il  d.  the  pound  of 
tjoz. ;  chee(e  at  6s.  to  8  s.  the  ftone,  of  27  Englifh  pounds.  The  prict  tf  vie. 
tual  is  very  much  regulated  by  the  market  at  Dundee.  Oatmeal  and  barley 
are,  at  a  medium,  abof&t  14  s.  the  boll. 

•  One  ?t  a  place  called  Chapeltown,  about  3  miles  to  the  N.  of  the  town; 
oiie  at  Killhill,  about  3  miles  to  the  £.  of  it ;  one  near  Balinflioe ;  and  one  in 
Kirricffluir.  It  is  probable  that  .the  one  near  BalinOioe  was  built  by  the  pro- 
irietor,  for  the  ufe  of  his  own  family  ;  as  the  fite  of  it  is  ftlil  crjclofcd  wltha 
;:ood  wall,  ftnd  ufed  as  the  burying  place  of  the  Fletchers  of  Balinlhoe.  Whr^ 
iher  the  others  belotiged  to  private  families,  or  the  parlHi  in  general,  and  when 
•iny  of  them  were  ufed  as  places  of  public  worfliip,  is  uncertain.  But  the  pro* 
rrietor  of  the  fue  of  the  one  in  Kirriemuir  is,  to  this  day,  called  Sainty,  ar.d  no: 
'*i;rled  to  a  mill  in  the  neighbourliood,  which  is  the  cafe  with  every  other  pro- 
rTietw  in  the  town  ;  and  a  piece  of  groui»d  adjoloin^,  110^%  ufod  as  a  ;rartK-n,  ii 
"  *M  writ*  called  the  Khii-vatd. 
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An  dcgant  church  was  built  here  in  1787,  to  which  Charles 
Ljelly  £fq.  of  Kinnordy,  the  principal  heritor  aad  foperior 
of  the  town,  added  a  handfotne  fpire,  which  is  feen  through 
the  whole  of  Strathmore.  The  manfe  was  built  in  1774; 
but  fo  ill  executed,  that  it  was  found  neceflarj  to  repair  it 
in  1787.  It  is  now  a  fubftantial  and  commodious  houfe. 
The  ftipend  is  1 1 2  bolls  of  viflual,  \  meal,  and  ^  bear,  and 
470  L  Scotch,  including  50 L  for  communion  elements,  and 
20 1.  for  grafs^money,  with  a  glebe  of  4  acres.  Lord  Dou^ 
glas  is  patron. — The  fchoolmafter's  falarj  is  200  merks,  with 
a  commodious  houfe  and  a  fmall  garden,  beiides  il.  las. 
Sterling,  mortified  to  him,  many  years  ago,  by  a  Mr.  Ogilvy 
a  clergyman  in  London,  for  teaching  4  boys  of  liis  own 
napne  *. 

The  number  of  fcholars  varies  from  60  to  loo.  There  are 
2  private  fchools  in  the  town,  at  one  of  which  the  numbers 
arc  much  the  fame  as  at  the  parochial  fchool.  At  the  other, 
are  taught  from  20  to  40  fcholars.  In  the  country  part  of 
iheparifh;  there  are  4  fchools,  at  which  from  loo  to  150 
children  are  taught  to  read  Englilh. 

The  number  of  poor  fam'lies  which  conftantly  receive  alms, 

is 

«  Mr.  Htrdjy  cf  the  pariflj  of  Kerfiagton,  London,  a  native  of  thi»  parlft*, 
ley  his  will,  btqucathed  to  the  miniller  and  elders  1400!.  Sterlincr,  in  truft,  the 
i.iiticit  01'  i2jcL  to  be  laid  out  in  educating,  and  Inrni^iing  with  h(K)Ks,  pers, 
j'.'c,  aiul  J  aptr,  12  boys,  or,  as  many  more  as  it  will  educate;  and  the  intcreit 
ct  the  icinaii.inj  zozi.  to  be  paid  to  the  fcboolinaller  for  keej^ing  the  account*'. 
.  Some  diincultic*  aiklc  about  Ionic  parts  of  Mr.  Hendry's  property,  and  the  ex- 
clufion  of  tlie  trull  in  his  iFtiil;  10  that  his  executors  did  not  think,  thcmfclves 
fife  to  pay  the  money  witliout  an  amicable  fuit  in  Chancery.  This  was  begun 
in  17S4;  and  in  17S6,  the  Chancellor  found  the  moi.cy  due,  with  x^  years  io- 
terelt ;  biit,  ii.it«*ad  of  ordering  it  lo  be  paid,  he  directed  it  to  be  laid  out  in 
tlic  fund^,  ai:d  a  plan  to  be  given  in  how  it  was  to  be  expended.  This  was  doac 
foon  after ;  but  the  leg:cy  ha-«  not  }el  been  paid.  It  is,  however,  expe^cd  that 
ppyment  will  be  urdciccf  in  the  cojrfc  of  next  term. 
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is  at  prefent  19.  The  only  fund  for  their  fupport  arlfes  from 
the  intereft  of  a  ftnall  fum  faved  bj  the  feffion  in  former 
years,  to  anfwer  any  emergence,  collections  in  the  church, 
dues  for  lending  mortcloths,  fines  from  delinquents,  and  the 
lale  of  the  effefts  of  penfioners  after  their  death.  Thefe,  for 
the  year  1792,  amounted  to  99 1.  9  s.  Sfd.  The  diftribu^ 
tions  to  the  above  penfioners,  and  fome  other  occafional  cha- 
rities, with  4I.  6s»  paid  to  the  feflion-clerk  and  beadle,  a- 
mounted  to  861.  i6s.  2d. ;  fo  that  in  1792,  the^e  was  a  fav- 
iiig  of  12L  i8s.  6i-d.,  although  the  allowance  to  each  pen- 
fioner  was  never  more  liberal,  being  from  3s.  to  7  s.  a-month^ 
befides  the  rent  of  their  houlb,  and  from  5  s.  to  ics.  to  aiHil 
them  in  buying  fuel  *• 

Mifcellanious  Obfervations.^A  little  to  the  W.  of  the  town 
is  a  globular  hillock,  and  contiguous  to  it,  a  circular  pond 
evidently  excavated  to  form  the  hillock.  In  a  difpofition  to 
the  eftate  of  Kinnordy  by  one  of  the  Douglas  family,  this 
hillock,  which  is  called  the  Court  Hillock,  and  a  road  to^it, 
is  refcrved.  The  pond  is  commonly  called  the  Witch  Poolv 
and  was  lately  converted  into  a  refervoir  for  the  mills  on  the 
Gairie  ;  a  much  better  ufe  than,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 

name^ 

*  In  1761,  the  collections  made  in  the  church  were,  each  Sunday,  at  a  me- 
dium, including  what  was  colledled  at  the  difpenfation  of  the  Lord*s  Supper^ 
^j-sjd.  In  1772,  the  church  was  vacant ;  but  in  1770,  they  were  X4S.  id.; 
md  in  i7J>o,  il.  8s.  xod. :  A  clear  proof  this  of  the  growing  opulence  of  the 
puiih,  as  well  as  of  their  charitable  difpofition.  But  in  order  to  have  the  a- 
mtunt  of  their  charity,  we  muft  add  a  conllderable  fum  given  to  be  diAributed 
among  poor  families,  not  penfioners,  by  two  of  the  heritors  who  arc  £piG:opa- 
liaiu,  and,  therefore,  feldom  or  never  attend  the  church ;  and  a  very  large  fum 
;t\-en  by  the  people  to  ftrolling  beggars,  mod  of  whom,  inftead  of  being  ob- 
jc^  of  charity,  are  very  fit  objeds  for  a  boufe  of  corre^ion.  Such,  however, 
is  the  diipofition  of  the  people,  that  their  purCe  is  open  to  every  vagabond  who 
can  tell  a  piaufiblc  tale  of  woe ;  and  as  much  fquandcred  in  this  way  as  would 
Dike  all  the  poor  in  .the  parilh  live  comfortably. 


igi 
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name,  the  fuperftltlon  of  oar  anceftors  led  them  to  apply  it. 
At  Invercaritj  there  is  a  Gothic  building  of  cut  ftone  in 
good  repair.  When  it  was  ere&ed,  is  uncertain ;  but  it  maft 
have  been  before  the  15th 'century.  It  confifts  of  4  ftories, 
and  each  ftorey,  except  the  uppermoil,  which  is  divided  into 
a,  of  only  one  apartment.  The  walls  are  about  9  feet  thick, 
projeft  confiderably  near  the  top^  and  terminate  in  a  parapet 
not  more  than  a  foot  thick.  Between  the  parapet  and  roof; 
there  is  a  fpace  for  2  or  3  men  to  walk  abreaft,  and  imme- 
diately above  the  gate  3  fquare  apertures,  through  the  pro- 
jeftion  of  the  wall,  fo  placed,  that  a  ftone  dropped  through 
them  muft  fall  upon  a  perfdn  ftanding  at  the  gate.  To  the 
£.  of  the  gate  which  fronts  the  S.,  are  fome  veftiges  of  a 
wingy  demolifhedy  it  is  faid,  by  the  Earl  of  Crawford,  in 
1445,  in  fome  family  feud  between  theLindfays  andOgilvies^ 
one  of  whom  was  then  proprietor  of  Invcrcarity  *• 

MUM. 

•  Thb  town  was  in  great  diftreH)  in  17S2,  not  (b  mucli  from  a  fcarcity  of  vic- 
tual, for  fome  of  the  farmers  never  had  a  better  crop,  as  from  a  refolution  en- 
tered into  by  the  people  not  to  give  above  a  certain  price.  Confe qucntiy  the 
fanners  carried  their  vidlual  to  (he  bed  market ;  and  this  place  was  threatened 
with  a  &mine.  To  prevent  this  in  future,  a  fociety  was  eftabliihed  in  17S5, 
called  the  Weaver  Society.  £rxh  member,  at  his  admiffion,  pa^s  a  certain 
fom,  and  fo  mnch  a  quarts;  afterward  ;  and,  in  cafe  of  ficknefs,  or  inability  to 
work,  be  is  entitled  tu  a  certain  allowance  a- week  ;  and  in  the  event  of  hij 
having  a  widow,  fhe  receiver  a  fm-itl  annuity.  The  funds,  which  arc  now  con- 
fiderable,  are  employed  in  purchafing  meal,  which  is  fold  to  the  members  at 
prime  coft,  and  to  others,  at  a  trifling  profit.  This  fociety  has  been  of  great 
ufc  to  the  parish.  Another,  on  much  the  fame  plan,  called  the  Society  of  Shoe- 
makers, was  ef^ablidied  fome  months  ago.  There  are  3  moflTes  in  the  parilh 
and  feveral  others  on  the  boundaries  of  it.  From  thcfe,  the  common  people 
are  fupplied  with  fuel ;  but  the  molTes  being  much  exhaulted,  it  is  now  pro- 
cured with  difficulty ;  and  after  a  wet  feafon,  the  poor  are  almoft  ftarved. 
This  is  the  chief  di  fad  vantage  under  which  the  pariHi  labours ;  and  is  likely  to 
be,  in  fome  meafure,  remedied  by  the  grrat  quantity  of  thriving  timber  lately 
planted  here,  and  in  tlie  neighbourhood ;  and  by  the  tsmplke  road  making  r# 
2)mndee»  the  nrarcft  fea  port. 
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PARISH  OF  ILEMNAY, 


loVNTT   AND   Sn(OD    OF   ABERDEEN,    PRESfYTERT  OF  Ga*^ 
RIOCH.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Patrick  Mitchell. 


Name,  Extent,  Surface,  He. 

rHE  name  of  this  diftri£l  is  faid  to  be  derived  from  tbe 
Kexnbsy  a  chfiin  of  little  hills  which  takes  its  rife 
arly  at  the  middle  of  the  parifli,  and  extending  along  the 
.  ilde  of  it,  tenninates  in  the  parifli  of  Clunj,  bj  which 
jinaaj  is  bounded  on  the  W.  and  S.  W.  There  are  a  xni- 
rd  fprings  at  the  foot  of  the  Kembs,  about  an  Englifh 
It  diftant  from  each  other,  one  of  which  is  called  the 
bb-welly  and  the  other  the  Spa-well.  The  water  is  pretty 
Liglj  impregnated  with  iron,  but  has  not  as  jet  got  anj 
intation  for  its  medicinal  virtues.  The  parifli  lies  14  miles 
from  the  capital  of  the  countj.  It  is  bounded  on  the 
K-  E.,  and  N.  W.,  by  the  river  Don.  It  is  of  an  irre- 
gular 
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gular  figure,  and  about  4f  Englifh  miles  in  length,  and  near 
Ij  3  broad.  It  is  rather  hillj  than  flat ;  but  there  are  no  hlUi 
in  it  of  an  J  confiderablr  height. 

Rivers,  Fijb. — ^The  Don,  which  is  our  only  river,  abound^ 
in  excellent  falmon.  The  way  in  which  they  are  caught 
here,  is  by  cruives,  of  which  there  are  a  belonging  to  Mr. 
Burnett  of  Kemnay.  The  falmon  are  fent  fre(h  to  Aberdeen 
for  exportation,  and  are  fold  to  the  merchant  at  4d.  the  pound, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  fifhing  feafon  to  the  middle  of 
April,  and  thence,  to  the  end  of  the  feafon,  at  jtd.  the 
pounds 

Soil, — ^The  foil  is,  for  the  mod  part,  a  light  mould,  verj 
llony,  and  lying  on  a  bed  of  fand.     The  haughs,  indeed,  oa 
the  banks  of  the  Don,  are,   in  general,  a  fine  rich  loam, 
drep,  and  perfedly  free  from  ftones  ;  but  they  are  of  no 
great  extent  in  this  diflrid.     We  have  here  great  abundance 
of  peat-mofs,  a  confiderable  part  of  which  has  been  in  tillage 
for  ages,  and  is  called   Burntland.     It  was  heretofore  the 
pra&ice  to  plough  fuch  grounds  early  in  fununer,  and  as  foon 
as  the  furrows  were  a  little  dried,  to  fet  fire  to  them ;  a  prao 
tice  of  confiderable  advantage  to  the  farQier  for  a  few  jear^ 
after  the  burning,  but  very  ruinous  to  the  foil.     Since  thj 
practice   was  prohibited,  the  crops   of  oats  on   our   mofl 
grounds  have  been  poor,  and,  in  late  feafons,  are  general! 
loft.     But  trees  of  all  kinds  thrive  wonderfully  in  our  pea 
mofTes.     The  late  Lord  Kaimes  takes  notice  of  this  fad  i 
his  Gentleman  Farmer ;  but  he  ftates  it  inaccurately, 
draws   a  conclufion  from  it,  which  by  no  means  follov 
••  At  the  feat  of  Mr.  Burnett  of  Kemnay,"  fays  his  Lor 
^P  (P^g^  3°5>  ^^  ^^  edition  1776)  "  10  miles  from  Abd 
decn,  a  kitchen-garden,  a  flower-garden,  a  wilderncfs  of  trea 

indigcnoCf 
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in^genous  and  exotic,  are  all  in  a  peat-itiofs,  t^here  ^^ater 
ftagnates  from  i  foot  to  1  under  the  furface.*'  This,  Lord 
Kaimes  advances  as  a  proof,  that  ''  a  plant  may  acquire  a 
eonftitution  fitting  it  for  grdwing  partly  in  earth,  partly  in 
water.'*  But  the  kitchen- garden  and  flower-garden  at'Kem- 
Hay,  are  not  in  a  peat-mofs;  On  the  contrary,  the  foil  of 
lx>th  is  a  light  mould,  very  (hallow^  and  lying  on  fand  of  a 
'deep  brown  colour.  It  is  true  that  the  teildemefs  is  in  a 
peat-mofs,  and  that  almoft  all  the  trces^  both  indigenous  and 
exotic^  that  have  been  planted  in  it,  have  cdme  away  with 
extraordinary  rapidity.  But  the  tap  roots  flop  immediately 
when  they  come  to  the  fiagnant  water,  that  is,  to  the  quick 
mois,  as  we  call  it,  and  puih  no  futtber.  The  other  roots 
fhoot  horizontally  to  a  great  diftance  from  the  tree,  but  never 
go  below  the  dry  or  dead  part  of  the  mofSi  It  is  nec^flary  to 
obfervc  farther,  that  in  planting  in  peat-mofs,  it  is  always 
found  expedient  here^  to  throw  into  the  pit  that  is  dug  ht 
the  reception  of  the  plant,  a  certain  quantity  of  good  earth, 
either  loam  or  mould,  among  whieh  it  takes  root ;  and  that 
in  no  inftance  has  a  tree  been  obferved  to  vegetate  above  a  or 
3  years,  where  this  was  omitted. 

jitr^  Climatt. — ^Notwithftahding  the  abundance  of  peat- 
mofs  in  this  pariib,  which  has,  doubtlefs^  rather  a  bad  effed 
Upon  the  air,  the  inhabitants,  in  general,  are  not  unhealthy. 
The  greater  number  of  the  little  villages  in  which  they  live, 
is  in  elevated  fituations.  No  local  dillemper  has  evet  been 
known  to  prevail  among  them,  unlefs  that  kind  of  dropfjr 
which  phyficians  call  the  anafarca^  and  which  frequently  ap- 
pears here,  may  be  called  fuch.  This  diforder,  however,  is 
feldom  mortal,  as  it  yields  to  a  very  fimple  cure,  if  the  old 
advice  is  followed|  "  venicnti  occurrite  morbo<" 

Vol.  Xlli  C  c  Seed^ 
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Snd-tinu  and  HarveJl.^^Tht  time  of  fowiog  oats  is,  g6»» 
ncrailjy  from  the  2d  or  ^A  week  of  March  to  the  middle  of 
April;  bear,  from  the  end  of  April  to  the  20th of  Maj; 
and  turnips,  from  the  xoth  to  the  20th  of  June.  No  other 
crop  befides  thefe  is  raifed  in  the  diftrid  \  and  it  i»  onlj  about 
4  or  5  jcars  iiace  anj  perfon  but  the  princip^  heritor  *  be* 
gan  to  fow  turnips  in  the  fields.  Thej  are  ftill  fbwn  in  very 
fmall  quantities  by  the  tenants.  Harveft  generaUj  begins 
about  the  end  of  Augud,  or  the  ift  week  of  September  ^ 
and  the  crop  is  brought  into  the  barn-yards  by  the  end  of 
Oftober.  In  1775,  harveft  was  completely  finiflied  by  the 
end  of  Auguft ;  but  fuch  early  feafons  are,  generally,  followed 
by  a  fcarcity  of  ftraw,  oi|r  only  winter  food  for  horfes  and 
cattle. 
• 

Agriculture. — This  u&ful  art  is  very  far  from  being  inaq: 
improved  ftate  in  this  parifh.  The  late  Mr.  Burnett  of  Kern* 
nay  fet  an  excellent  example,  as  a  farmer,  Co  his  tenants.  Of 
nearly  130  acres;  which  he  encloted  and  improved,  between 
50  and  IOC  acres  were  moor  or  marih,  which  he  broke  up, 
drained,  and  cleared  of  Acnes,  of  which  there  was  an  amazing 
number,  and  the  moft  of  them  fo  large,  that  they  could  not 
be  removed  till  they  were  blown  up  with  gunpowder.  While 
Mr.  Burnett  was  improving  thefe  grounds,  which  jie  left  in  a 
high  date  of  cultivation,  and  paying  well  for  the  expenfe  be« 
itowed  upon  them,  he  planted,  with  trees  of  different  kinds, 
130  acres,  befides  hedge-rows,  in  the  EngUfli  mode,  round 
.t\trj  field  in  his  farm,  on  each  fide  of  the  avenues  leading  to 
his  houfe,  and  in  the  little  gardens  of  his  tenants.  The  wil- 
dernefs  already  mentioned,  wasalfe  enclofed  and  planted,  while 

Mr. 

*  The  late  Mr.  Barnett  of  Kemnay,  is  fald  to  have  been  the  firft  farmer  ift 
|he  county  of  Aberdeen,  who  raifed  tumipi  in  the  fields. 
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ttr.  Bnrnett^s  improvements  in  agriculture  were  going  on.  It 
contains  a4  acres  of  the  mod  thriving  wood,  (hrubs,  Sec.  and 
is  one  of  the  moft  deUghcful  pieces  of  pleafure.ground  in  the 
N.  of  Scotand,  though  all  in  a  peat-mof?.  But  Mr.  Burnett's 
example,  in  refpeft  of  improvement,  has  produced  very  little 
effeft  on  his  temLnts,  among  whom,  in  general,  the  fame  mode 
of  agriculture  prevails  that  was  followed  a  century  ago.  There 
is,  indeed,  an  inclination  among  them  to  alter  it.  A  tafie 
for  cleaning  their  grounds  by  green  crop,  and  fowtng  artifi- 
cial gra{s,  begins  to  appear.  But  they  have  feveral  obflades 
to  improvement  to  furmount.  They  have  not  fuiHcient  flock. 
Indeed,  there  is  not  a  fubftantial  tenant  in  the  pari/b.  They 
have  icarcely  any  enclofures.  Their  leafes  are  iliorr,  none  of 
them  exceeding  19  years.  The  carriage  of  lime  from  the 
port  of  Aberdeen,  where  alone  it  can  be  got,  is  a  very  heavy 
expenfcp  as  we  have  neither  a  canal  nor  a  navigable  river. 
The  tenaats  pay  a  high  multure  *  at  the  mill.  They  have  no 
fuel  but  peats,  the  digging  and  carrying  home  of  which  afford 
fall  employment  to  their  fervants  and  horfes,  from  the  end  of 
May  tilt  harvell  begin.  Coals  are  too  high-priced  for  them, 
in  confequence  of  the  unreafonable  tax  on  that  article,  which 
has  been  fb  often  complained  of,  and  is  at  laft  to  be  taken  off| 
I  hope  for  ever  f  • 

Qc%  Scarcely 

*  The  multures  on  Lord  Rintore's  part  of  the  parifh  were  lately  commuted 
for  money ;  and  I  have  the  plcafure  to  learn,  that  tlie  proprietor  of  the  eftate 
of  Kemnay  has  it  in  contemplation  to  commute  bis  multures  alfo. 

f  Remarkable  Storm. — ^Two  years  ago,  a  calamity  befcl  the  greater  part  of 
this  parifli,  and  of  the  pariihes  of  Cluny  and  Kintorc,  which  produced  great  dif- 
trcfi,  and  is  ftiH,  in  fomc  meafure,  felt.  On  the  30th  of  July.  1790,  about  lo 
o'clock  before  noon,  there  came  on  a  ftorm  of  thunder  and  lightning,  atteodel 
with  a  heavy  fall  of  hail,  or  rather  of  pieces  of  ice.  Tlic  ftorm  continued  with 
fcarcely  any  intermiffion,  till  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  ground  was 
«flite  covered  with  ice,  and,  where  there  was  no  ftandingcom,  cxliibiccd  z% 

mucU 
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Scarcely  any  part  of  this  pariih  is  eodoiS^dv  but  what  is  in 
the  immediate  pofleflioQ  of  the  principal  landholder.  The 
farms  are^  la  general,  rather  fmall,  and  rent  from  60 1.  down 
as  low  as  6  1.  I  do  not  sneaa  that  thej  are  fmall  in  potnt  of 
extent.  If  all  the  grounds  in  every  iarm  were  improved^  that 
are  capable  of  improvement,  feyeral  of  the  farms  would  be 

very 

much  the  apf  earance  of  winter  as  it  docs  in  the  end  of  I>eccnib«r,  after  a  fall 
of  fnow.     I  was  informed,  npon  good  authority,  that  the  hail,  at  the  foot  of  the 
wall  of  Gaftlc  Ftrt&r,  which  is  in  the  paiifli  of  Closf*  neafnred  5  ftet  ta  depth 
00  the  evening  of  the  30th.    It  lay  there,  and  in  many  other  places  in  thb 
neighbourhood,  for  feveriU  day^    It  did  not  occur  to  any  body  to  meafure  or 
weigh  the  hs^il-ftones  ;  fo  that  I  cannot  fay  any  thing  particular  refpedling  the 
fizt  of  them.    After  the  thonder  and  lightning  ceafed,  the  hail  was  fucceeded 
by  fmall  dnzsliDg  rain,  which  coatinoed  to  6  •^dock  in  the  afbenoon.    All  end- 
^  at  night  in  a  molt  iaunfe  fnift,  attended  by  •-  noidew,  which  bbiled  alxBoft 
every  thing  which  the  lightning  and  hail  had  fp»red>    The  bear  and  oaU  being 
in  the  ear,  and  the  moft  forward  of  them  beginning  to  fill,  a  great  deal  of  the 
grain  was  knocked  froin  the  ear  by  the  hail.    On  the  firft  clear  day  after  the 
ftorm,  the  bear  begi^n  to  put  on  «  brown  colour,  and  in  leia  tfaaa  a  week,  the 
f  ars  were  »lmoft  all  white.    The  ftniw  coatiimed  greeq  and  jmcy,  till  it  wa^ 
cut  down  in  harveit,  and  proved  excellent  ibod  Ux.  the  cattle.    I  remarked, 
that  fome  grains  in  the  blafted  ears  continued  to  vegetate  after  the  ftorm,  and 
came  to  perfe<ftion.    But  they  were  very  few.    To  give  fome  idea  of  the  general 
failure  of  our  bear  crop,  in  conference  of  this  ftonn,  I  mtift  ftate,  that  from  a 
fmall  field  of  fomething  more  than  half  an  acre,  which  I  had  Used  »nd  drefied 
with  turnips  in  1789, 1  reap^  not  quite  half  a  peck  of  bear  in  zypo.    The  oat^ 
not  being  fo  far  advanced  as  the  bear,  fuffered  lefs.    But,  in  general,  it  was  ef- 
timated  that  we  loft  at  leaft  three-fourths  of  our  crop  of  oats.    The  potatoes 
likcwife  failed,  the  ftems  having  been  firft  (hatter^  by  the  l^ail,  and  then  en- 
tirely deftroyed  by  the  fi^cceeding  froft.    $ome   Surinam  potatoes,  which  I  had 
planted  that  fe^on,  did,  indeed,  put  forth  ^gain  with  great  yigour ;  but  it  was 
too  late.    The  cabbages,  greens,  turnips^  and  all  broad  leaved  vegetables,  were 
much  torn,  and  confequently  checked  i|i  their  growth.    The  grafs,  both  natu- 
ral and  artificial,  wa«  greatly  damaged.    In  a  word,  every  vegetable  fuffered  by 
the  ravages  of  this  deftradlive  ftorm.    Yet  as  they  did  not  extend  over  a  fpace 
^bove  24  or  %C  miles  in  circumference,  we  felt  none  of  the  haidihips  of  fcarcity, 
Orain  was  to  be  got  in  great  plentj  in  our  neighbouzhopd,  and  at  a  moderate 
•rice.    No  lives  were  loft  by  the  ftorm. 
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very  large  and  very  Taluable.  There  are  a  good  many  fmall 
parcels  of  land,  iwhich  we  call  crofts,  held  immediaielj  of  the 
proprietor,  and  renting  from  1 1.  los.  to  jl*  Thefe  ar^  gey 
DcraUy  pofleiTed  by  day-labourers  and  mecbanicks.  No  part 
of  the  lands  here  is  let  by  the  acre,  and  I  believe  they  are  mo- 
dcratly  rented  upon  the  whole  ;  and,  in  fome  particular  cafes, 
very  low.  I  have  not,  as  yet,  got  an  account  of  the  number 
of  acres  which  this  diflrift  contains ;  and  I  cannot  ilate  pre* 
cifely  the  amount  of  the  rent.  Pefbaps  it  may  be  between 
6o3 1.  and  700 1.  yearly. 

The  vegetable  produce  of  this  parilh  has  already  been  men- 
tioned. With  refpeft  to  animal  produAions*  there  are  in  it 
about  500  black  cattle,  of  a  fmall  fize  ;  between  80  and  90 
horfes  of  middle  fize,  and  about  1300  fheep,  all  white,  with 
very  few  exceptions,  whofie  carcafes  are  fmall,  and  their  wool 
coarfe,  and  not  very  plentiful,  the  fleeces  weighing  fcarcely 
X  lib.  each,  at  an  average.  I  cannot  (late  eza£lly  what  part 
of  the  produce  of  this  diftrid  is  carried  to  market  out  of  the 
pariih.  But  in  all  ordinary  feafons,  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  oatmeal,  bear,  and  oats,  is  fent  to  Aberdeen,  befides  do* 
medic  fowls,  eggs,  cheefe  and  butter,  and  fometimes  fed  cattle, 
particularly  calves,  and  fome  iheep,  for  the  butcher  \ 

?o^Iiffo«.«— According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report,  the  popu- 
lation then  was  643.  At  the  prefent  time  the  whole  number 
pf  iahabitants  is  611,  of  whom  there  are  150  under  10  years 

of 

^  Tbcre  an  barci ,  loses,  fome  deer  that  vifit  us  occafionally,  and  moft  of  the 
^vJs  which  vc  natiTes  of  the  north  part  of  Scotland.  The  birds  of  paflare 
w  wili^cfe,  which  appear  in  autumn,  and  leave  us  in  fpring,  the  houfe. 
rrillow,  and  the  hirundo  riparia,  which  builds  its  neft  in  the  high  banks  of  the 
»Tfr,  the  grccp-plover  or  lapwing,  the  cuckoo,  and  two  or  throe  different 
i^adtof  bixdsfrom  the  fea^coaft,  which  brln;  forth  their  yottog  about  the  banks 
i  ibe  Don,  and  then  retire. 
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of  age,  Z04  from  10  to  30|  3  from  80  to  90,  and  %  above  9a, 
There  are  few  widowers ;  but  there  is  a  confiderable  numbci 
of  widows  ;  only  one  old  bachelor,  who  is  a  houfekeeper,  bul 
a  good  manj  unmarried  womea,  who  are  pretty  far  advanced 
in  life.  The  number  of  females  exceeds  that  of  the  males  bj 
9a. 

Abstract  of  the  Baptisms,  MAnaiAGEa,  and  Bvhaxs  for 
tie  Iqfi  9  Tears. 

Yeftit.    Baptifins.    Marriages.    Burials* 
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Occupations  and  General  Cbaraffer^  &c. — There  are  4  wea^ 
vers,  3  tailors,  z  blackfinith,  3  ihoemakers,  2  joiners,  and  i 
cartwrighii  None  of  thefe  manufaAure  articles  for  iale,  bu( 
work  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  pariih  and  neighbourhood.! 
There  are  alfo  ft  grocersj  one  of  whom  is  a  diftiUer.  All  the 
reft,  except  the  principal  landholder,  his  family  and  domeftics^ 
Are  farmers,  cottagers,  and  farm  fervants.  The  women  neve^ 
work  in  the  fields  but  in  harveft.  They  are  conftantly  em« 
ployed  in  houfehold  affairs,  and  in  knitting  coarfe  worded 
ftockings  for  exportatiooi  which  is  the  only  xnanfadure  which' 

baf 
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MS  1>een  iatrodueed  into  tbe  diftrift.  The  Aberdeen  hofier^ 
ake  in  the  mana&ftured  ftockings,  and  give  out  wool  oncea^ 
Booth.  A  woman  who  is  confidered  as  a  good  knitter,  will 
iniih  2  pairs  in  a  week,  if  the  worfted  is  fpun  to  her;  fov 
irhich  (he  receives  from  the  hofier  a  s.  4  d.,  or  2  s*  6  d.  The 
fpinning  cofts  8  d.  So  that  the  utmoft  that  a  woman  cmploj^i 
ed  in  this  manufafture  can  earnv  is  2  s.  ad.  a- week.  Several 
af  the  meoi  when  thej  become  old,  and  unfit  for  working  in 
the  fieUfi,  employ  themfelves  in  fpinning  and  knitting.  Some 
of  the  boys  likewife  are  fo  employed  in  winter*  My  ac« 
qnaintance  with  my  pariihioners  commenced  very  early ;  for  I 
was  bom  in  the  parifli,  and,  unlefs  when  I  attended  the  uni« 
Tcrfity,  relided  conftantly  in  it,  till  I  was  17  years  of  age; 
i&d  I  have  always  obferved  them  to  be,  with  few  exceptions^ 
fober,  fmgal,  and  induftrious,  very  decent  and  ferioos  in  what 
regards  religion,  but  far  from  being  wild  or  fanatical ;  much 
a:tached  to  their  minifters,  of  whom  they  have  had  fix  with'* 
in  the  laft  40  years,  and  much  beloved  by  them  y  peaceable 
io  their  iotercourfe  with  one  another,  and,  in  general,  honeft 
in  their  dealings.  No  perfon  remembers  to  have  heard  of  an 
iaoabitant  of  this  parifli  undergoing  a  criminal  trial  *.  There 
are  two  public  houfes ;  but  they  are  very  little  frequented, 
ttokis  by  travellers,  and  about  5  or  6  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  pariih,  the  only  perfons  in  it  who  have  not  a  good  title 
to  the  chara&er  of  fober.  Several  of  the  natives  have,  in  my 
memory,  inlified  in  the  army ;  but  the  people,  in  general,  are 
fiot  fond  of  a  military  life.    They  are  all  Scotch,  moil  of  them 

natives 

*  There  was,  indeed,  a  murder  committed  in  it  abont  30  years  ago.  It  was 
the  confequence  of  a  drunken  quarrel.  The  murderer,  who,  by  ^e  by,  was 
r^t  a  natiTC  of  the  pariih,  and  had  been  but  (hort  time  in  it,  evaded  a  profeci». 
t«»  by  an  immediate  flight.  If  any  futcide  has  ever  been  coo^mitted  .in  the 
puilh,  it  mull  have  been  long  ago,  for  no  fuch  event  is  remembered  by  the  old- 
'X  zow  living. 
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natiires  of  the  parifh.  They  ar«  all  of  the  Eftabliflied  Churchi 
except  5  Burgher  Seccders,  15  EpifcopaliM?,  (formerly  Non- 
jurors),  and  1  Catholic,  a  very  late  cotivert  from  the  Efta. 
liliflied  religion.  The  Epifcopalians  appear  fometittes  in  the 
parifh  church :  the  Secedets  and  the  Catholics  are  nerer  feen 
there. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  pariffi  feem,  in  general,  to  be  as  well 
pleafed  with  their  lot  as  any  in  fimilar  ftations  in  this  part  of 
Scotland.  I  know  of  Ho  opprei&on  that  they  labour  under ; 
and  I  have  always  obfcrved,  that  it  is  with  relndance,  that 
any  perlbn  or  fartiily,  who  ha^  been  for  fome  time  in  the  pa* 
rifh,  remove  from  it  to  another.  There  is  no  donbtj  however, 
that  their  fituation,  and  that  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  Aber- 
deenflure  of  their  rank,  might  be  meliorated,  if  agrieultare, 
and  the  eftabliihment  of  manufaftures,  were  properly  eneou- 
raged.  And  I  fufpeft  that  the  landholders  cannot  effeduallj 
promote  thofe  two  great  objedls,  without  public  aid,  however 
much  they  may  be  difpofed  to  do  fo.  Without  bridges,  bet* 
ter  roads  than  we  hare  at  prefent,  and  navigable  canals,  it  ts 
not  likely  that  any  confiderable  improvement  will  take  place 
in  the  county.  The  eRabltfl&ment  of  great  manafafiuring 
houfes  at  Aberdeen,  operates,  as  yet,  againft  the  landed  inte- 
reft.  While  it  is  every  yiiar  railing  the  price  of  labour,  it  bts 
in  no  degree  raifed  the  price  of  grain,  and  has  had  very  little 
effeft  on  that  of  cattle.  It  has  produced  a  mod  diftrefling 
fcarcity  of  farm- fer  van  ts,  which,  in  a  country  fo  little  improv- 
ed, mud  be  ruinous  in  a  very  high  degree* 

Poor. — The  number  of  pariih-poor  is  commonly  between 
10  and  30.  The  whole  yearly  fum  which  the  kirk-feilion 
have  under  their  management,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  is 
«boot  1 81.,  which  ariles  from  the  weekly  coUedioaa  in  rhe 
churchy  and  the  iotereft  of  fome  legacieai     Theze  is  alfo  the 

fttffi 
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(mi  of  x%  \  t-jear,  liequeached  by  a  Mr.  Anderfon  of  the 
Uaml  of  St.  Cbriftopher*s,  (^o  was  once  a  beggar  boj,  and 
edacaced  in  this  parilh  at  the  pablic  espenfe),  tinder  the  ma* 
nagement  pf  the  principal  landholder,  and  diftributed  by  him 
in  meal,  to  thole  whoip  he  deems  moft  proper  objefts  of  cha* 
xityy  whether  Aey  are  on  the  feffion's  lift  or  .not.  Yet,  not* 
withfiaodiog  the  fcantine{s  of  oar  proTifion  for  the  poor^,  these 
are  but  3  common  beggars  in  the  pariih  \  only  one  of  Whom 
is  a  oatiTei  and  be  never  ^egs  w^otu  the  bounds  of  the 
pariib« 

SammiM  Mm^'^  ha^e  heard  of  no  eminent  men  to  wfaon^ 
this  pariih  has  given  birth.  It  gave  bnrial  to  one^  who  made 
no  inconfiderable .  fignre  both  in  the  literary  and  political 
tirorld  s  I  mean  Thomas  Burnett,  Efq.  the  grandit^ther  of  thir 
preteot  Mr.  Bnmett  of  Ki^mnay,  and  the  firft  pf  the  fiunil^ 
who  poflefled  the  eftate^  This  gentleman  travelled  over  i 
great  part  of  ]S|urope«  and  was  the  friend  and  corrcfpondeot 
of  Leiboitii  and  of  ieveral  other  Icamed  men  of  his  lime* 
He  was  the  relation  and  intimate  friend  pC  Us.  Gilbert  fiuw 
yett,  Bifliop  of  $aram  *• 

YoL.X^L  I)  d  Tfanu^ 

a  "  He  was  long  at  the  Qmit  of  Ranovcr,"  fayi  4  e^annfeript  acctont  ef 
)mB,  tKat  it  in  the  pofleflion  of  his  ^andion,  **  where  1r  was  honoured  with  mal^ 
JtiKngoiihiog  marks  of  ftvpur,  and,  eft^  the  ptofped  of  the  fucceffion  of  that 
illaftrioos  family  to  the  Crown  of  Britain,  began  to  open,  he  was  traftcd  bj 
tlic  Prin^cis  Sophia,  £le Arels  of  Hanorf r,  in  conrejing  Iter  icptiments,  on  ibme 
of  the  moe  c^ttcal  and  delicate  oc^afion^  to  fome  of  the  g|reat  men  in  England. 
Bis  zeal  and  fidelity  in  tUis  itrrisz  drew  on  him  the  refen^ment  of  the  f  iKo* 
bites,  by  whofe  iaAiicncelie  wasimpiiibned  ia  the  Ballile,  In  pai&ii£  through 
France  to  Hanorei^  where  he  was  detained,  till  the  Duchefs  of  Orleans  pro- 
turcd  his  liberty,  at  the  repealed  inftances  of  the  Sle^eiS|  and  the  Queen  0^ 
Roifia,  her  daughter. 

**  Mr.  Bnmett  was  honoured  with  many  letters  from  her  Serene  Hlf hn^fs  the 
iSe Aif6^  ej^pttlBii^  «a  CBtiiR  Itfiifiidko  ID  his  f^ 

cate 


« I  o  Statifiicai  Account 

Namis  of  Phees^^The  nmiiHM  of  pkoes  ia  this  pacUb  aif 
partlj  £ogliih,  aad  partly  Gaelic.    Of  the  fonnar  defcrtp* 

tion 

ctfion  of  being  ufefiil  to  him  io  Us  own  conntrf.  Tea,  fo  ansioitf  was  that 
gracious  Princels  to  cany  her  good  intention  into  execution,  that  (he  wrote  a 
letter  to  mj  Lord  Sunderland,  in  which  (he  defires  his  good  pffices  m  procorbg 
fbme  maflc  6f  hvwx  froA  the  Gbort  of  Znglaad,  to  Mr.  Bumen,  which,  Ihe  ii 
pleafed  to  Uff  will  be  Terj  acceptable  to  her  and  all  her  family,  who  intereft 
ihemfeives  in  him.  But  this  Utter  was  not  delivered  till  the  day  before  that 
Lord  was  temoved  from  til  his  employments  and  it  was  not,  at  that  feafon,  a 
Xacommendation  at  the  Court  of  England.  In  1710,  when  Baron  Bothlner  was 
jfent  Envoy  extraordinary  from  the  Court  of  Hanover  to  that  of  Ofeat  Britain 
00  a  very  critical  occafion,  be  was  infthi^Ud  to  communicate,  ia  cvtxy  thing 
relating  to  what  he  wa9  charged  with  at  the  Court  of  London,  with  Mr.  Bor- 
nett,  then  there,  and  Mr.  Burnett  was  dclired  by  her  Ele^oral  Highneis  to  give 
izTon  Bothmet  his  advice  and  affiitance,  in  a  letter  written  by  the  Secretary, 
jf^td  ^iQi  the  £!eftreis's  fignet,  and  tecohipanted  Mth  Ihli  giKioua  dedart- 
tlon  nf  W  iatemiona.  '  S.  A.  £.  Madam  m'ordomie  de  voys  hiea  Mneicfer  de 
la  part,  du  selc  ^ue  voui  continue  de  lui  marquer  pour  fa  perfonne,  et  pour 
les  intereU  de  cette  maifon  Eledlorale,  dont  elle  vous  temoignera,  dant  l*occa- 
fion,  fa  reconnoifiance  par  des  effets.*  Mr.  Burnett  liVed  fome  yean  after  th^ 
acceffion;  but,  bfcing  old  Imd  infirm,  had  retiird  ftbm  thfe  ^^rlft;  tod  bk  M 
aot  five  ta  leceitt  tbafe  xayt  of  the  late  kiBg**  (Ocav  the  L)  goodMs,  whi^^ 
hia  Majefty  was  fo  gracioua  u  fignify  be  intendid  him,  in  anfwer  to  a  letter 
diat  Mr.  Burnett  took  the  liberty  to  write,  acquainting  bis  Majefty  of  his  hav- 
ing a  fon  bora  on  the  acceffion,  whom  he  had  named  George,  that  he  cnight 
always  remember,  with  his  name,  the  bleflings  which  were  derived  to  the  na- 
tion from  that  day.  This  fon.  the  only  one  Mr.  Burnett  ever  had,  fent  to  his 
coufin  the  Honourable  Tbomas  Burnett,  Judge  ot  the  Common  Pleas,  fever4 
letters  from  her  Serene  Higlinefs  the  Eie^refs  to  his  father,  that  ihow  how 
much  he  was  trufted,  and  his  fervices  approved  of;  with  the  original  letter 
from  that  Princcls  to  the  Earl  of  Sunderland  mentioned  above.  Judge  Bur- 
nett was  dcfirous  to  have  thofe  papen  in  his  hands,  as  his  father  the  fiiihop  was 
mentioned  io  them,  and  as  he  hoped  for  an  occafion  of  employing  them  for  the 
fcrvlce  of  this  fon  of  Mr.  Burnett,  whom  he  knew  and  eficemed." 

Thus  far  the  manufcript.— Judge  Burnett  died  fuddenly  of  a  6t  of  apoplexy 
foon  after  he  received  thofe  papers,  and  the  fon  of  Mr.  Burnett  mentioned  in 
them,  never  received  any  favour  from  the  defcendants  of  the  £le<5lrels  Sophia. 
His  only  fon,  the  prefent  Mr.  Buiaett  of  Kemnay,  was  at  the  Court  of  Berlin 

'      *      with 
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tion  au>e  if  iltown,  AlehoofeweU,  Gle&head,  Srapehard,  &c.  i 
of  the  latter  are  Craigearn,  or  Iron  Stone,  Lachintillie,  or 
the  Hillock  of  Sawins,  &c.  All  thefe  names  are  evidently 
txpreffive  of  the  plarticttlar  fituation  of  the  refp^diye  places, 
excepting  Lachintillie,  which  Verj  probably  has  beett  origi* 
nally  a  aick^ame* 

Hotfdlr-^There  are  onlj  two  public  roads  in  this  parifh, 
the  one  leading  to  Aberdeen,  the  other  to  Inverury  and  Old 
Meldrun*  They  were  originally  made,  and  are  kept  in  re-^ 
pair  by  the  flatute*labonr. 

Wagis^  Prices^  Sec. — Very  little  of  the  farm  work  is  don* 
•by  cottagers ;  the  farmers,  in  general,  emplojing  unmarried 
men  fervants,  who  eat  and  lodge  in  their  roafter's  houfes. 
Their  wages  are  from  5I.  to  7I.  yearly;  by  far  too  high  for 
the  prefent  ftate  of  agri^olture  in  Aberde.enihire.  .  Laft  fci^ 
fon,  IS.  a.day,  befides  viduals  and  lodging,  was'givHi  to 
men  for  harveflk  work;  and  we  heard  bf  il.  ios«  having 
been  given  as  wages  for  the  harvefl,  by  lump,  at  no  great 
diftance  from  this  dtflrifl.  This  exorbitant  price  of  farmw 
work  is  owing,  as  I  had  occafion  to  hint  before,  to  the  great 
and  ihcrcafing  demand  for  hands  at  the  Aberdeen  manufac- 
tories *. 

D  d  a  jintiquitUs 

v^ith  the  late  Slf  Andte^  Mitchell,  as  Sccrttafy  of  Legation,  and  with  hioi 
attended  Frederic  the  Second,  ih  all  his  campaigns  during  the  f^moos  7  years 
war.  When  Mr.  Burnett  left  Berlin,  on  the  appointment  of  a  fucceffor  to  Sir 
Andrew**",  he  brought  with  him  an  effort  of  royal  genius,  that  dcferves  to  be 
mentioned  ai  a  curiofity.  It  is  a  paiAting  dor,e  by  thf  father  of  the  late  King: 
of  Pruffia,  in  a  fit  of  the  gout.  It  is  now  at  Kernnay,  and  is  a  performance 
much  fuited  to  procure  entire  credit  to  the  iufcription  at  the  foot  ojf  xt ;  '*  Frc- 
dcricus  pinxit  in  tormentis." 

*  The  cbmoibn  wages  of  a  day-labourer  arc  lod.  in  fummcr,  and  dd.  in  win« 

ter- 
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jiftiiguiiies^^^Thtre  are  do  reinabs  of  aotiqaitjr  ia  tibh  p** 
ri(h,  but  -a  long  ftooe  let  oq  eiid»  no  perloa  koowa  how  or 

tirhen  *. 

Propriiio^s,  Stipend^  S^iool^  t^^.— «The  Earl  of  Kintore, 
who  is  ptopnetor  of  two  cxtenfive  farms,  and  Alexander  Bur- 

X  netr, 

t«r,  when  lie  fonui/Hec  hit  ow»  pcovifiq^  v  w^  ^d.  ift  fiiWBi«r,  uid  4dL  m  win* 
ter,  w&en  fce  eats  in  the  ^ooie  of  bis  e^iployer.  The  wages  of  wooaen  fervanU 
batt  Btit  as  yet  exceeded  tt  xos.  s*/ear ;  \ut  they  ita  Ifltely  to  rile.  Women 
ordiatnly  g^i  1 1.  ia  iurwft« 

Zstpinpt  9f  a  Lm^intr$9*s  F«m/y«*Tliere  u  W  da74aboiiRT  llere  wlio  doei 
aot  rent  a  fmall  piece  of  pniaid»  either  of  the  pioprietmr  or  of  a  tesast,  which 
enables  him  to  Jbeep  a  cow  or  two,  to  fbpply  his  fmij  with  milk,  and  to' tear 
ime  yoong  cattle  almoft  every  year.  Ai  it  ii  not  e«fy  to  aftimate  the  adrafl. 
^KfiM  he  deftves  from  hit  little  farm»  it  is  dificult  to  aicenain  exadUy  either  his 
income  or  his  expenfe.  His  wife  and  children  are  commonly  fed  and  clothed 
with  as  much  frugality  as  is  confiftent  with  any  degree  of  comfort ;  and  the 
^iJdren  oC  both  flexes  we  very  eaxly  taught  to  knit  fiockings  for  the  ttaii»£ic» 


FHee  •f  Prtvifiont.^^t  is  from  the  A.herdeea  market  chiefly  that  tfce  parifb 
is  fiiiplied  with  the  Iftde  botcher-meat  w)uch  is  confumcd  in  it.  Me^  is  ge- 
siHaUy  xd-  or  f  d^  the  {Seek  cheaper  thaa  in  the  Aheideen  market,  and  the  or- 
dinary price  H  regulated  by  the  quantity  to  be  fidd  m  the  country  in  generai- 
Hence,  it  is  of  very  gieat  cooiequence^  both  to  the  fellers  and  coniumeri,  that 
wt  have  judicious  comJaws,  if  we  muft  have  oom-lkws,  the  propriety  of 
which  is  very  difputable.  Butter  (ells  oommonly  for  7  d«  the  pound,  of  aS  ounces. 
3eas  Iran  6d.  to  led. 

*  This  ftone  meafures  about  zi{  htt  above  gioand ;  hew.  awtch  bebw.  cao- 
twt  be  afcertained,  without  incurring  the  riik  of  felling  it.  Its  mean  girth  if 
^  foet.  There  is  no  figure  nor  imcription  upon  it,  and  no  appearance  of  hewing. 
The  fmalttr  end  is  uppermoft,  unlike  another  ftone,  of  much  the  iame  defcrip* 
tion  in  all  other  refpedU,  which  hoi  been  ereded  near  the  border  between  this 
parifli  and  Cluny,  and  ftands  on  the  ficnaller  end.  JU  thefe  ftenes  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  parts  of  Druidical  temples,  it  is  not  improbable  that  they 
have  been  ere^ed  in  memory  of  ibme  illuilrious  peribns  or-cvents,  or  aa  monu- 
mentt  of  folemn  treaties  between  hoftile  nations  or  tribes.  Tradition  is  entire- 
ly Slent  upon  the  fubjedl. 


Of  Kemn&j.  ^  ai^ 

1^  E<q«  of  KciBKifty^  ar^  the  oolj  beritort  of  the  pariib. 
Mr.  Buroett  sefides  ia  it*  The  living  is  3q1.  x68.  8d.  Ster- 
ling of  xnonrji  aSr  bolls  of  meal  at  8t  iione  the  boU»  and 
15^  bolls  ot  bear,  which,  -with  the  glebe^  may  amount  to 
nearly  60 1.  a-jear.  The  Earl  of  Kintore  is  patron*  T  ># 
manfe  was  built  in  x68c,  bj  Dr.  James  Willox,  then  mini* 
iter  of  Kemnay,  and  at  hb  fole  ezpenfe  *•  Tiie  church  is 
48  years  older  than  the  manfe.  It  was  new  roofed,  plafter* 
cd,  and  adorned  in  the  infide,  with  great  tafte  and  elegance, 
\fj  the  late'  Mr.  Burnett  of  Kemnay  \  but  the  walla  are  not 
likely  to  ftand  long.— There  is  a  tolerable  fchool«houfe  here  f  • 

The 

•  The  Biihop  of  Aberdfen  and  his  aiTeflbrs  bad,  upon  Th,  Willox's  petition, 
appointed  a  new  manfe  at  Kemnay,  which  was  built  by  the  heritors,  and  pro- 
nounced Tufficient  by  the  Bifhop  aixl  his  prefbyters.  But  Dr.  Willoz  was  fo 
Buch  difpleafed  with  it,  that  he  immediately  began  to  buUd  a  hou&  for  him- 
feU^  which  was  finiibed  in  1680,  as  appears  from  the  infcription  over  the  entry, 
which  contains  his  own  and  hi»  wife's  name,  and  the  date  of  the  building.  The 
hauie  buih  by  the  heritors  was  converted  into  a  bam,  and  continued  to  be 
occupied  m  fuch  till  the  year  1786,  when  it  made  way  for  a  new  brew- 
houie,  all  the  offices  having  been  new  built  in  that  year.  The  walls  of  the 
manfe  are  built  of  ftone  and  mortar.  They  are  very  thick^  and  plaft«red  on 
the  infide  wiib  clay.  It  was,  when  it  was  built,  and  many  yean  after,  fa 
Buch  fupeiior  in  every  refped  to  the  otVr  manfes  in  this  part  of  Scotland,  that 
from  its  fingularity,  and  from  the  circumftancc  of  the  mtniAer  having  been  at 
the  espeofe  of  the  building,  it  was  long  known  by  the  name  of  Caltle  Follj. 
The  floort  tod  lodf  have  been  occafionally  repaired ;  but  no  addition  to  it  has 
been  made.  And  yet,  though  there  is  not  ib  much  room  in  it  as  in  modem 
naafei,  it  Is  ftili  no  uncomlortable  houie. 

f  Stau  tf  the  Fari/b  m  2782  a$ut  X783.-- I  did  not  refide  ta  Kemnay  du9- 
lag  thofe  two  years.  But  from  occafional  vifits  to  it,  which  were  pretty  fre^ 
fMst,  I  ksmed  that  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  were  in  extreme  dif^ 
tfefi,  owing  to  the  latenefs  of  the  harvcft,  and  the  unexampled  frverity  of  the 
feaibn  in  lySa,  and  the  impoflibility  of  procuring  good  feed  in  fpring  1783. 
Scarcely  any  of  the  corns  were  ripened  here,  before  the  froft  came  on  in  i78«. 
The  majority  of  the  inhabitants  lived  on  ^aie  and  barley-^neai,  imported  at 

Aberdeen. 
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The  fchooimaftcr's  living,  by  the  •ceaimt  oF  the  prefent  iq. 
cttinbenr,  including  the  parochial  faiarj,  the  iotereft  o\  fonu 
legacies,  fchooUfees,  and  all  other  emduitients,  does  noc,  one 
year  with  another,  exceed  81.  Sterling  a-jear. 


KUM. 


4^Y)cr4e«n.  The  poof  got  fbisQ  pan  of  the  Cupply  thtt  was  given  by  Govenuneit 
to  the  northern  counties  ;  and  the  kirk-feiCofi  bought  Tome  grain,  whicb 
was  fold  to  the  poor  confiderahly  below  prime  coft.    Ho  perfoD  died  of  want, 


OfGknmmi^  Ttdbcb^  €on(  Gk^gairn.    %ig 


NUMBER    XVIII. 


fTNITEa  PARISHES  of  GLENMUICE,  tUL. 
LOCH,  AND  GLENGAIRN. 


(CoiTiTTr  AND  Synod  of  Aberdeen,  P&esbttsrt  of  Kxn« 

CARDINE  O'NllL.) 

B^  tht  Kev.  Mr.  George  Brown. 


Skwation,  Heritors,  Extinty  Surfaee^  Mt. 

'T^HESE  or  ited  parilbes  are  ftbcmt  40  ftamte  mfles  W.  A 
-**  Aberdeen,  which  i&  the  ncareft  poft  town*  The  be^^ 
litort  Kre  Che  Earl  of  Abojne,  the  fole  putron,  James  Fai« 
qoharfeo,  Efq.  of  Invercauld,  William  FarqabarfeDt  Efq*  of 
Monaltree,  Charles  GrordoD»  Efq.  oT  Abergeldie,  Williadl 
MacdooaU*  Efiq.  of  St  MartiD^s,  Captun  John  Macdonald  of 
Gainililale^  and  John  EHkine,  Efq  of  Achalalar.  Mr,  Gor^ 
don  of  Abergeldie,  and  Captain  Macdonald,  are  the  only  re^ 
fiding  heritors.  Thefe  pariibes  form  a  verf  irregular  figure^ 
&nd  are  about  18  miks  in  length,  and  15  in  breadtbi  and  aro 
intalcftcd  bj  the  Oe^  a  lai^^  and  lapid  Txrer^  dbonnding 

with 
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vith  falmon,  and  troots  of  ii£ESereiit  kinds     The  eooatfy  \k 
fDountainonSy  imdt  io  the  apper  partS|  yccy  ftomy  in  wiat 

j^irtaJntrf^  ficc— The  iToil,  in  geacrel,  n  hot  esd  tUUoWf  hot 
I^Toduoes  good  grain,  thoagh  proportionaUj  little  &dder. 
jSowipg  lieginB  fthottt  the  middle  or  end  of  M^trdi,  end  reaping 
aboot  the  middle  or  end  of  Auguft,  except  in  the  upper  perts 
of  the  parilhett  where  the  foil  is  eold  and  wet»  and  there  ieed« 
time  and  harveft  may  ^  a  or  3  weeks  later.  The  crops  aie 
bear»  oats,  rye,  peafc,  poutoes»  and  {moll  qnantities  of  flax- 
The  arable  groond  bears  but  a  (mail  proportion  to  the  far- 
rounding  moontains,  which  afford  excellent  pafiurefor  iheep} 
and  the  people  haye  hitherto  paid  mach  more  attention  Is 
their  Hocks  than  to  their  farms.  Agricultiir^  may  be  faid  to 
l)e  only  in  ics  infancy  here  j  but  it  is  capable  of  very  great  ia^ 
provements.  And  if  the  inhabitants  wonld  adept  and  perfe. 
yexe  in  that  fpirit  of  induftry  which  is  beginning  to  appear 
among  a  few  of  them,  I  have  not  the  leaft  doubt  but  ti^U  in 
u  few  years,  they  would  be  independent  of  other  ^untnes  for 
grain,  Seyera^  things,  indeed,  ^re  agunft  them  $  their  coqo* 
try  is  open^  and  winter-herding  is  not  known,  or,  at  leafl,  it 
U  looked  upon  as  an  utoferaUe  grievance,  and  therefore  pot 
praAifsd  i  many  of  them  have  no  leafes  on  their  p*  ieffions^ 
md  the  others  but  ikort  ones:  and,  which  pertiaps  is  worft 
of  all,  bciag  accuftomed  from  their  iafsncy  to  a  paftoral  Mfe^ 
diey  4ontra&  a  habit  of  indolenoe  incompatible  with  a  good 
farmer.  From  the  time  that  harveft  is  over,  which  is  geno* 
rally  about  the  middle  of  Odober,  they  neither  yoke  a  pbngh, 
lior  do  any  thing  about  their  farms  tiU  the  fee^  time  comes 
4>n,  when  man,  woman,  and  child  are  employed  in  huddling 
over  the  work  in  the  mod  fuperficial  manner.  And  when 
a^  buftlc  f)t  lowing  is  overi  all  concern  about  the  fiurm  is 
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tlgtm  kKl  tfide  till  harveft  begins.  I  fpeak'  this  in  general; 
tiicre  are  a  few  excepted  who  paj  more  aittention,  and  whofe 
farms  make  them  very  grateful  returns.  Their  farms,  or  ra- 
ther crofts,'  are  bj  far  too  fmall,  few  of  them'  exceed  12,  and, 
in  genei^  thejr  are  from'  5  t6  8  atres.  It  dccars  to  me,  that 
die  beft  fneans  for  improving  the  countr  j,  and  eiciting  a  fpi- 
rit  of  mdiaftrf  limon^  the  pedpte,  would  ht  to  annex  2  or  3 
fumai  together,  and  to  have  none  under  20  or  ^o  ac^res^  to 
pant  leafes  of  19'  yeanr  at  leai!,'  to  give  the  tenant  encourage- 
iaeat  to  eado'fe,  ini  trench  balks,  Sec.  aind  even  to  give  him 
for  fbfflie  tiiK^'e  a  (man  premium  for  the  acre  of  good  turnips, 
tf  haj  nSfed  stfter  turnipis.  This  would  haV^e  a  tendedcj  to 
tat£e  a  fplrit  of  emulation,  which  would  turn  to  the  advantage 
boft  of  the  proprietor  and  tenant.  Bj  managing  their  ground 
in  dis  way,*  the  hct  of  the  coil'ntrj  would  be  unproved;  a 
fnfBcjgpcy  of  grain  raifed;  and  the  docks  Better  fupported  in 
florm  dum  tb^  are  at  prefent/  For  one  abre  of  haj  or  tur- 
nips waoid  go  fiurther  in  that  way,'  than  all  the  fodder  that 
growtf  opoif  fitMBc  of  their  fmatt  farms  by  the  pfefent  ftia'nage- 
ineat*  I  ani  aware  6f  one  4»bjeSion  agaiinft  reducing  the  nuob* 
ber  of  iainis,  and  thi^t  is,'  chat  it  would  reduce  the  number 
of  itriiabitaiits  dfo.  This,  no  doubt,  in  fbme  degree,  might 
be  the  eale  i  but  if  ev^  tenant  fluyuld  bd  allowed  3  or  4  fub« 
icaants^  ^ho  mi^t  be  ufefdtly  dciiiployed  aboiit  the  farm,  or  ia 
bokio^  after  the  iocks,'  the  decfeafe  of  popitlatioif  would  be 
▼ery  little,  H  any  at  all.  But  I  leaV^  it  to  thofe  who  are 
Ime  iat^ft£d  to  determine,  whether  it  be  better  to  allow 
fhe  conntiy.  to  remain  in  its  prefent  unimproved  ftate,  and  to 
fcftar  tbe  indolesde  of  tbb  people,  or  to  kad  them  on  by  ia« 
doftiy  to  improve  the  couiftry,  and  their  own  circumfian^ 
ces. 

Mr.G<nd6il  of  AlMrgildieV  farm  of  Blrkhali  is  aa  inftanoe 
df  what  the  gcoilod  ia  this  couatiy  is  capable  of  producing. 
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when  proper!/  managed.    He  took  this  fann,  which  ccnfifis 
of  nearly  loo  acres  arable^   and   about  the  fame  number  of 
paftore  among  natural  wood,  bto  his  own  bands  only  a  few 
jears  ago  ;  he  enclofedand  fubdivided  it  with  ftone-fences  and 
hedges^  levelled  and  flraightcd  the  fields  ;  trenched  up  b«lks, 
and  drained  marlhes ;  and  now  raifes  from  it  bear,  oatSt  pcafe, 
potatoes,  turnips  and  hay,  of  as  good  quality  as  any  in  Aber- 
deenfliirc.  The  acre,  after  turnips,  yields  at  an  aTcrage,  8  bolls 
of  bear,  and  the  whole  of  the  farm,  under  crop,  gives  the  6th 
return*  His  garden  produces  as  early,  and  well  flavoured  fruit 
as  any  in  the  N.  of  Scotland ;  apples,  pears,  plumbs,  cher* 
ries,  goofeberries,  Slc. — And  while  Mr*  Gordon  farms  to  ad- 
vantage, he  has  not  loft  fight  of  neatneis  and  elegance;  he  has 
cleared  away  the  rubbifli  <^  nature  about  his  villa,  and  dif- 
played  her  beauties,  which  are  many,  to  the  beft  advantage. 
But  the  example  of  Mr.  Gordon,  or  of  any  gentlemaa,  will 
never  be  attended  with  any  good  confequenccs  to  the  tenants-; 
they  look  upon  all  that  he  has  done  as  the  fole  eftft  of  mo* 
ney,  and  far  beyond  their  reach*    And  until  fome  aftive  en- 
terprifing  genius  among  themfelves  fteps  forward  and  fets 
the  example,  they  will  never  go  out  of  the  old  track ;  and  this 
cannot  be  czpefted  till  they  get  leafes  upon  their  pofleffions* 
$ut  if  ever  they  ihall  be  brought  to  pay  more  attention  to 
their  ground,  I  am  ceruin  a  regard  to  their  own  inteiefb  will 
make  them  perfevere  ;  for.  the  climate  is  temperate,  and  the 
foil,  though  thin,   is  early  and  fertile*     But  while  I  accufe 
the  men  of  indolence,  I  ihould  do  great  injuflige  to  the  wo- 
men, if  I  did  exempt  them   from  the  charge;  by  whofe  in- 
duftry  and  diligence  their  families  are  in  a  great  meafure  fup- 
ported*    Their  chief  employment  is  fpinning  flax,  fent  up  by 
Ibme  manufacturers  from  Aberdeen,  which  brings  a  great  deal 
gf  money  into  the  country*    During  the  fummer  months,  ma- 

5  n 


Of  Glenmmk^  Tulhch^  and  Glengalm.        219 

«7  of  them  manufafture  their  own  wool  into  eoarfe  bluei  or 
tartan  webs,  which  £cU  at  a  &.,  or  2  s.  6  d,  the  elL 

Manners^  &c. — The  people  are  honeft,  economical,  fober, 
coDteatcdy  and  hofpitable ;  very  regalar  in  attending  upon  di« 
vine  worihip,  and  warmljr  attached  to  their  country ;  their 
language  is  EngliQi,  except  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  pariihes 
of  Tulloch  and  Glengaim,  where  fome  of  them  ufe  a  barba- 
rous dialeft  of  the  Gaelic  among  themfelves,  but  thej  all  un- 
dcrfianfi  the  Englifh.  Their  fize,  in  general ,  is  from  j  feet 
5  inches,  to  5  feet  8  inches  high  ;  tliey  are  ftout  made,  heahhy, 
and  capable  of  great  fatigue.  Fevers  of  different  kinds  pre- 
vail fometimes ;  but  there  is  no  difeafe  peculiar  to  the  coan- 
trj.  The  atr  is  pure  and  dry,  and  reckoned  verjwholefome: 
and  yet  dieie  is  only  one  inftance  of  extreme  old  age  remem* 
beredhere.  A  John  Mitchell,  aged  124,  born  in  the  pariili 
ofGlenmuick  in  1598,  and  died  in  2722;  the  date  of  his 
birth  and  death  is  ftill  very  legible  on  his  tomb-flonc.  The 
fuel  ufed  here  is  peats  and  turfs  from  the  adjacent  hills ;  they 
are  both  good  of  their  kinds,  but  attended  with  great  ex« 
penfe,  as  they  lie  at  the  back  of  very  0ecp  mountains. 

Popuknion^  &c««-*According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report,  th« 
namber  of  fouls  theni  was  2270.  At  prefent  the  population, 
&c.  is  as  follows : 


Population, 

2117     Papifts, 

354 

Protcftants, 

1763     Males*, 

965 

£e  2 

Females, 

*  That  the  number  of  males  (hould  be  To  much  lefs  than  that  of  the  feioales, 
'»  owing  to  many  of  the  young  men  going  to  the  South  and  Low  Coantries  to 
^vice^  becaufe  they  cannot  get  employment  at  home. 
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FemaleSf        •        -       1152 

Square  wrigjits,        -         1$ 

Infants  below  10  years 

MiUerf,         ...         S 

of  age, 

179 

Tailors,          -          -          15 

Families, 

47(J 

Weaver^,         -         -           18 

Perfons,  at  an  average,  in 

3hoema]Lcrs,        «         •       4 

a  facnilj,  nearly 

5 

Bbu:)diniths,        ...       7 

Birtbs,  at  an  aveFage,  &r 

AfeKhants,         .         .          9 

aa  years, 

34 

Schoolmafter^,             -         3 

Marriages,  at  an  average. 

Children  and  young  people 

for  z6  years. 

14 

learning  reading,  writ«- 

Bachelors  above  5oyears, 

M 

ing,  and  arithmetic^      93$ 

Unmarried  women  above 

•' 

Taverns,          -          .          8 

4Jf 

5<J 

Black  cattle,         -         jjdj 

Pcrfons  above  50, 

?83 

Horfesf,             •        .     7^$ 

A(>ovie  70,            - 

7« 

Sheep,            -             I3f2^3 

Above  80, 

ap 

ploughs  yofccd,        -        3o9 

Above  90,^ 

■■» 

Carts,            .          *          61 

Above  100  •. 

z 

Carriage,         -          -           1 

Widows, 

7« 

Boils  of  oats  fown,      -    971 

Widowers,            • 

43 

Beat,             -        .          407 

Men  fervantSy 

.<53 

PoUtoes  planted,        •       6( 

Maid  fervanti,         - 

87 

Acres  under  turnips  in 

Mafons, 

4 

the  field,      '       *              8 

L.    Ill 

.       d. 

t.    A.   J. 

Men  fervants  wages 

A  day*  labourer,  with 

for  the  year,    .60 

0 

lusviduais,    *   '    0     06 

Womens  ditto,     -30 

0 

Do.  without  vifiuals,  009 

A  woman 


«  This  old  woman  iuA  to  be  Z02,  died  Ittely,  fince  the  tsble  wts  made  oot. 

t  The  generality  of  the'horfet  here,  are  of  the  finail  Highland  breed,  very 
hardy,  and  eafily  fupponed«  There  are  fome  of  the  tenants  who  keep'  better 
horfes;  and  Abergeldie's  are  valued  at  from  z81.  to  30L  Sterling  each';  bat 
none  of  theft  are  inclnded  in  the  aboT*  valuation. 


/ 
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l^    9  L.    ih.    cr« 

A  woman  maJLes  fpr   /  "  /alue  of  beil  fl^eep,  o  14     o 

fpioniiig     flajc    a«^  )rdiDar7  ditto,  ^      o     7     (^ 

week,          -       ^  Worft  ditto,       -       034 

}tfeal  the  ^11,  at  an  Cattle,  at  aa  avj^rage,  3  10     o 

average,         -        9  ij  v     Horfc5,at^n^veragc,  5     o     p 

J.   F.    P.  B.    F.    ?. 

Produce  pf  oats»  the  Produce  of  bear,  thp 

boll,  T  300         boll,  -         4     a     t 

Valaed  rent  of  t}ie  three  parilbes,  3384}  1,  16  ji.  8d.  Scots 
^oney, 

foor^  Sec* — The  poors  fnnds  here,  are  the  intereft  of  x6oL 
mortffied  money,  which  is  lent  out  at  5  per  bent.,  the  weeklj- 
poUedioas,  and  an  annual  donation  from  Invercauld,  of  from 
10  L  to  11 L  Sterling.  From  which  93  poor  receive  aid.  A 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Farquharfqn,  late  of  Jamaica,  and  a  native  of 
the  parifli  of  Tulloch,  bequeathed  at  her  death,  which  hap- 
pened between  ao  and  30  years  fince,  400 1.  Sterling  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor  here,  and  the  like  fum  to  keep  a  fchool 
and  ichoolmafter  in  thefe  parifbes.  There  were  4  trnftees  ap- 
pointed to  execute  this  part  of  her  will ;  but  fomehow  or 
other  tX  was  neglefied  for  upwards  of  ao  years,  when  at  laft 
one  of  the  truftees  who  had  friends  in  Jamaica,  recovered  the 
400L  of  principal,  and  200 1.  of  intereft  \  and  the  600 1.  have 
now  been  in  the  bank  at  Aberdeen  for  feveral  years ;  but  the 
psrifliea  have  as  yet  received  no  benefit  from  them.  It  fure^ 
Ij  oonld  not  have  been  the  intention  of  the  teftator,  that  the 
money  flionld  be  fo  long  in  being  applied  to  the  purpofes  it 
was  defigned  for. 
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Glenmuick  Fariflf^-^Glean  muc^  are  two  Gaelic  words,  whicb 
fignify  the  ^<  Sow^s  Vallej/'  from  which  it  fhould  feem,  that 
that  ammal  had  fome  time  run  wild  here,  as  none  are  now 
kept  by  the  inhabitants.     This  pariik  is  about  15  miles  in 
lengthy  an^  lies  entirely  on  the  S.  fide  of  Dee.     The  prefent 
nianfe  and  glebe  ftand  in  this  parifli  on  the  N.  bank  of  the 
fmall  river  Muick,  about  200  yards  from  its  jun&ion  with 
the  Dee.     The  manfe  is  an  old  houfe,  fmall,  but  in  tolerable 
repair.     The  glebe,  by  a  late  addition,  contains  6^   acres. 
The  ftipend,  including  the  fmall  tithes  of  the  parifh  of  Tul- 
loch,  is67l.  I  as.  Sterling,  all  in  money.     The  church  of 
Olenmuick  ftands  clofe  by  the  manfe.     It  is  a  very  old  houfe 
thatched  with  heath.     It  feems  to  have  been  dedicated  to  the 
Virgin  Mary,  from  an  annual  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  on 
Candlemas  day.     There  is  a  parochial  fchool  here,  with  a 
falary  of  xoo  merks  in  money.  The  fmall  river  Muick  takes 
its  rife  in  the  Grampian  hills,  from  a  large  lake  or  loch  of 
the  fame  name,  S.  W.  of  the  church,  and  after  forming  a 
large  water-fall,  called  the  Lin  of  Muick,  is  loft  in  the  Dee, 
after  a  courfe  of  10  miles.     Acrofs  the  Muick,  and  near  the 
church,  there  is  a  very  ufeful  and  fubftantial  ftone  bridge  of 
one  arch,  built  about  50  years  ago  by  fubfcription,  and  about 
half  a  mile  below  the  church,  a  beautiful  bridge  of  three 
large  arches ;  and  a  fmall  one  at  each  end,  called  the  Bridge 
of  Ballatar,  was  lately  built  by  fubfcription,  and  other  contri- 
butions, under  the  patronage  of  the  late  Francis  Farquharfon, 
£fq.  of  Monaltrie  \  a  gentleman  who  has  left  many  lafting 
monuments  of  his  public  fpirit  in  this  country.     In  this  pa- 
rifli are  the  celebrated  wells  of  Pananich,  on  the  N.  fide  of 
a  hill  of  the  fame  name,  about  a  miles  E.  of  the  church  *• 

They 

*  They  were  difcovercd  accidentally  to  be  of  ufe,  about  33  years  fince,  by 
aa  old  woman  lirbg  in  the  neighbvurbood,  who  had  for  many  years  been  dif- 
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Thej  are  a  mineral  of  a  verj  agreeable  taftey  light  water,  and 
aUowed  to  be  of  ufe  in  .gntveliOiy  fcorbutic,  and  fcrofuloua 
complaints*  The  wells  being  the  property  of  the  gentleman 
tkeadj  mentioned  (Mn  Farquharlbn)  be  cleared  out  the 
fprings,  which  are  three,  and  covered  them ;  and  erefted  not 
only  federal  honies  upon  the  fpot  for  the  accommodation  o£ 
the  water  drinkers,  as  a  public  and  private  bath,  an  oAagon 
for  the  better  fort  to  retire  to,  and  feveral  houfes  for  flielter* 
lag  the  poor ;  but  aUb  built  a  large  and  commodious  houfe 
called  Pananich  Lpdge,  pleafantlj  fituated  upon  the  banks  o£ 
the  Deet  about  a  mile  W.  of  the  wells,  containing  a  large 
pabUc  room,  and  a  number  of  private  ones,  with  accommo- 
dation for  iervaatft  and  horfes,  which,  with  a  tolerable  fiirm^ 
and  the  honfies  at  the  wells,  is  let  to  a  landlady  at  50  L  year* 
ly,  who  has  the  good  fortuue  to  give  univerfal  fatis£a£kioa  to 
the  company  who  vifit  her.  Mr.  Farquharfon  Ukewife  made 
out  good  roads  on  both  fides  of  the  wells  to  the  public  road  : 
nor  did  he  confine  himfelf  to  this  fpot ;  he  paid  particular  at- 
tention to  the  roads  wherever  he  had  the  leaft  concern ;  he 
ttadenew,  repaired  old  ones,  and  threw  ftone  arches  over 
feveral  fmall,  but  rapid  rivulets,  which^  when  flooded^  were 
often  impaffaUcy  at  his  own  private  ezpenfe.    la  a  word» 

poflcfied 


treffed  with  fciofiilous  fores ;  and  who»  after  being  reduced  almoft  to  the  laft 
ibge  of  weaknefs  and  decrepitude,  took  a  fancy  (for  (he  had  no  ezpe^ations 
«f  a  cvie)  to  crawl  upon  her  crutches  every  good  day  to  the  wells^  which  were 
then  a  bog  remark;ible  only  for  the  blueiih  fcum  oa  the  furface  of  the  water  f 
here  Ihe  bathed  her  fores,  and  laid  rags  dipped  in  the  water  upon  them ;  and 
perfeTering  in  this  courfe  for  fome  time,  ihe  was  agreeably  iurprifcd  to  fee  hef 
ifitn  heal  up,  and  to  find  her  health  and  ftrength  return.  This  broi^ht  the 
wells  into  immediate  repute»  And  the  country  people  abfurdly  imagined  that 
tkej  were  an  infallible  cure  for  every  diforder,  and  perfons  under  all  complaints 
aowded  to  them;  fatal  experience,  however,  foon  Uught  them  that  they  were- 
MUe  to<canfttmptive  habits. 
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poffefled  of  ah  ample  fortane  and  generous  mipd,  he  tm^oj^ 
cd  both  in  improTing'  his  cbuntrj  *• 

» 
TCuBoch  Piir^.— ^TuU'och  is  a  corrup^on  of  Tuktcb^  a  Gaelic 
wordyiigniffing  '^  rifing  grounds  or  hillocks  ;^'  and  is  verj  de- 
fcripdve  of  the  fmall  village  of  Tulloch,  which  gives  namd 
to  the  church  and  parifli.    Tb6  church  is  faid  CO  have  been 
founded  by  St.  Nethalen,'  and  an  annoatl  meeting  o^  fbe  in- 
habitants  is  regularly  kept  on  th^  8th  of  Jslnuaif  j/  id  honoor 
of  his  memory.     It  li  termed  the  Mother  Church/ and  fiandi 
{as  the  whole  parifli  does)  on  the  N.  fide  of  Dee,  about  3 
miles  N.  £•  of  the  church  of  Olenmuick.   This  pariih  is  the 
mxA  populous  and  extenfive  of  the  j,  and  by  a' lift  of  die  re^ 
Kgious  houfes  in  Scotland,  feems  to  have  bel6nge¥&  Whole, 
or  in  part,  to  the  Knights  Templar.     It  ti  x8  mlifes  in  length 
from  £.  to  W.,  and  interfered  at  the  Crags  of  Ballatar,  by 
the  parifli  of  Gleogaim,  which  divides  the  lower  ^arts  of 
Tulloch  from  the  upper.     It  does  not  appeal*  that  there  has 
been  any  fettled  minifter,  particularly  in'  this  pariih,'  fince  the 
laft  Fopifli  Prieft,  of  the  name  of  Sandifoi^,  who  is  faid  to 
have  conformed  st  the  Reformation,  and   afterward  married  : 
fome  of  his  pofterity  are  ftill  in  the  neighbourhood.     Th^ 
glebe  and  toft  of  the  manfe  are  fiill  pointed  out  \  but  the  mi- 
nifter now  has  no  benefit  from  either.     lu  the  lower  end  of 

thi< 

*  Mi/cclianeotts  Obfervations.'—'thm  are  two  ruins'  in  this  parifli,  the  00/ 
ftands  about  a  mile  N.  W.  of  the  church  called  the  Caftle  of  the  Cnoe,  a  Gaelic 
word,  fignifyiiig  a  hill  upon  the  top  of  which  the  ruin  ftand^.  It  belongs  to  Mr^ 
Gordon  of  Abergeldie,  and  is  of  a  very  old  date.  The  other  ftands  in  the  £. 
extremity  of  the  parifh  called  Dee  Caftle,  formerly  Candacofl,  tHe'Heia  of  the 
Wood,  faid  to  be  built  by  the  family  of  Gordon,  afid  no^  the  pibpertjr  of  the 
Earl  of  Aboyne.  There  is  a  birch  tree  growing  in  a  room  of  the  ruin  wbet^ 
the  firft  Marquis  of  Huntly  is  faid  to  have  been  bom.  It  is  faid,  that  there  is 
a  rock  of  coarfe  marble  in  th^  hill  above  Pananictf  Lodge,  and  ili6chii  aboT^ 
Birkhall. 
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this  ptriih,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  hiU  of  Ciilblean»  there  is  a 
beautifn)  lake  of  about  3  miles  in  circumfereacey  called  lyoch 
Cannor,  containing  feveral  fmall  iiknds,  upon  the  largeft  of 
whidi,  there  ftood  formedj  a  fmall  fortre&i  fistid  to  have  been 
built,  and  occafionally  occupied  as  a  hunting  fejit  bj  Malcolm, 
Ganmoie ;  from  whorot  it  is  not  improbable,  the  lake  might 
have  got  its  name ;  as  Cannor  is  not  far  in  found  from  Can« 
more.  In  this  fortrefs,  many  of  the  Cumiogs  took  (belter  af- 
ter &eir  defeat  in  the  &mous  battle  of  Gulblean,  fought  he« 
tween  them  and  the  troops  of  King  David  Bruce  in  1335* 
There  is  now  no  appearance  of  the  fortrefs,  the  (tones  are  aU 
cleared  out  and  thrown  into  the  furrounding  lake ;  and  tho 
iOand,  which  meafures  near  an  acre,  is  under  culture*    The 
people  in  the  neighbourhood,  fome  jears  fince,  were  in  ufe 
to  drag  up  large  planks  of  oak  from  the  bottom  of  that  part 
of  the  lake  between  the  idand  and  main  land  on  the  N.  (ide, 
cvidentlj  part  of  a  draw-bridge  which  connefied  the  ifland 
with  the  land  \  the  wood  was  perfeftly  freih  and  wholefome  $ 
and  upon  one  of  the  planks  there  was  this  date,  11x3,  which 
IS  now  in  the  pofleffion  of  a  gentleman  in  this  neighbourhood. 
There  is  another  ifland  fmaller  than  the  former,  and  at  fome 
diflance  from  it,  which  tradition  fays,  was  the  prifon  of  the 
«aftle,  and  which  goes  to  this  day  by  the  name  of  the  Tol- 
booth.    The  principal  ifland  where  the  fortrefs  or  caftle  ftood, 
is  about  60  or  70  yards  diftant  from  the  land  ;  and  the  water 
between  them,  where  the  draw- bridge  was,  is  16  feet  deep. 
The  bke  abounds  with  pike  and  eels.     Wild  ducks,  wild 
geefe,  and  fometimes  fwans,  frequent  it  in  winter.     There  is 
a  flone  fet  on  its  end  on  the  N.  bank  of  the  lake  fronting  the 
caftle.  With  a  great  deal  of  earring  upon  it ;  but  the  figures 
are  now  unintelligible.     It  is  told,  that  it  was  put  up  in  me* 
mory  of  fome  of  the  Cumings  who  fell  in  the  chafe  or  battle 
V0L.XIL  Ff  of 
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pi  Culblean,  and  as  the  Earl  of  Athole  fell  that  day,  it  may 
have  been  here  •. 

Glengaim  Pari/b. — Glengairn  is  a  eorruption  of  3  Gaelic 
words,  gleaut  **  a  valley  or  hollow,"  and  garib  ambain^  **  the 
rough  water,*'  which  are  very  properly  applied  to  the  water  of 
Gaim,  the  channel  of  which,  in  many  places  is  exceedingly 
rocky.  The  church  (lands  on  the  N.  fide  of  Dee,  and  at  the 
influx  of  the  Gaim  into  that  river  about  2  miles  W.  of  Tul- 
loch,  and  nearly  the  fame  diflance  N.  of  the  church  of  Glen- 
snuick.  This  church  feems  to  have  been  dedicated  to  St* 
Mungo,  from  an  annual  meeting  of  the  pariihioners  on  the 
13th  of  January.  Some  fay,  that  this  was  a  feparate  charge 
about  the  middle  of  the  laft  century,  when  a  Mr*  Alexander 
Gordon,  a  proprietor  in  the  parifli,  was  miniller ;  but  neither 
the  glebe,  nor  where  the  niianie  flood,  can  now  be  pointed 
out.  This  parilh  is  the  leafl,  and  moll  compaft  of  the  3. 
The  greateft  part  of  it  lies  upon  both  banks  of  the  Gaim, 
extending  6  miles  N.  W.  of  the  church,  where  the  upper 
parts  of  TuUoch  begin  and  feparate  it  from  the  parilh  of 
Cra^hie. .  A  (mall  part  of  it  lies  on  the  S.  fide  of  Dee,  call- 
ed 

T  In  the  fore  ipentioned  hill  of  Culblean,  there  is  a  moft  ]:emaTkablc  hoUo^ 
rock,  which,  from  its  fliape,  bears  the  name  of  the  Vatt,  and  through  which 
a  rivulet  runs.  In  going  up  to  vilit  this  natural  curiofity,  a  ftranger  is  much 
ilrock  with  the  narrownels  of  the  entry  to  the  Vatt  (being  le(s  than  an  ordi- 
nax7  door)  and  the  large  fpacious  area,  in  which  he  imiaediately  finds  himfelf 
endofed  by  rocks  from  50  to  60  feet  high,  and  from  the  fiflbres  of  which  tall  and 
healthy  birch  trees  are  growing.  There  is  one  particular  clift  of  the  rock 
which  the  eagle  generally  occupies  as  a  fafc  and  fecure  afylum  for  hatching  and 
nourifliing  her  young,  and  where  her  neft  is  always  to  be  feen.  The  rivulet 
falls  down  at  the  upper  end  through  broken  ib^ttered  rocks,  jind  when  flooded 
adds  greatly  to  the  pidlureiiftte  appearance  of  the  whole.  The  moft  remarl^' 
able  hill  in  this,  or  the  3  pariQies,  is  Morven,  which  in  Gaelic  fignifies  a  large 
bill ;  and  the  well  known  crags  or  Pafs  of  Ballatar,  where  the  tremendous  im- 
pending  rocks  threitcn  the  aftoaiihed  traTcUer  with  immediate  deftru^pn. 


Of  Glenmtdck^  TuUocb^  andClengcnrn.      tiy 

cd  Stntthgtrnie.  There  are  2  o£  the  Society's  fcbools  In  this 
pariihy  aod  are  an  unfpeakable  advantage  to  the  people;  I 
am  told  that  60  or  70  years  ago,  it  was  rare  to  find  one  ia 
all  thefe  three  parifhes  who  could  read.  But  now  all  the 
young  people  read  diftinAljy  and  underftand  the  principles  of 
religion  ;  and  many  of  the  young  men  leave  fchool,  and  im- 
mediately enter  as  clerks  to  commercial  companies  in  diffe- 
rent comers  of  the  world.  And  it  is  but  juft  to  obferve,  that 
much  of  this  is  owing  to  the  labours  of  Mr.  George  Thorn- 
fon,  who  has  ferved  the  Society  about  50  years^  during  which 
time  he  has  taught,  with  the  greateft  honour  to  himfelf^  and 
advantage  to  his  pupils.  The  people,  in  general,  have  got  a 
taftefor  education,  and  as  the  pariihes  are  eztenfive,  they 
engage  young  men  to  teach  in  the  winter  feafon  in  thofe 
places  which  are  at  a  difiance  from  the  eftablilhed  fchools* 
Three  young  men,  engaged  by  the  people,  taught  in  different 
corners  this  laft  winter* 

MifciUaneous  Ohfervations.-^Ax  the  church  of  Glengairn, 
there  is  a  very  old  (lone  bridge  of  one  arch  over  Gaim,  and 
there  is  another  over  the  fame  river  at  the  N.  W.  extremity 
of  the  parilh,  and  6  miles  from  the  former,  built  by  Go- 
vernment upon  one  of  the  Highland  roads  ;  both  are  in  good 
repair.  There  is  another  of  one  arch  over  the  burii  of  Gir* 
nic,  built  a  few  years  fioce  by  fubfcription^  There  is  a  rivet 
ia  the  lower  end  of  this  pari(b,  near  the  Pafs  of  Ballatar, 
caOed  the  Caftle  of  Glengaim.  It  belonged  to  the  family  of 
Forbes,  and  was  ufed  as  a  hunting  feat.  It  is  now-  the  pro^^ 
perty  of  the  Earl  of  Aboyne«— -A  Popiih  Prieft  refides  in  thia 
pariili,  and  performs  divine  worfliip  every  id  Sunday,  in  a 
chapel  built  for  the  purpofci— -It  is  believed  there  is  a  lead^ 
mine  near  the  caftle  of  Glengaim  ;  many  pieces  of  lead  have 
hetn  found ;  but  from  the  expenfe  of  working  it,  no  ezer- 

F  f  a  tions 
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tions  have  been  nude  to  find  ont  the  vein  of  the  flMtal.  There 
h  plentj  of  lime*ftone  in  this  and  the  other  two  pariflies;  bat 
froih  the  difficulty  of  getting  fnd,  there  is  not  much  of  it 
burnt.  The  mountains  in  the  3  pariihes  are  aU  covered  with 
heathy  and  the  bottoms  of  manj  of  them  beautifully  fringed 
virith  natural  wood  and  plantations.  Rots  of  natural  birch, 
oak,  aflif  alder^'&c.  are  interfperfed  among  the  arable  fields  ; 
which,  with  the  rivers,  give  the  country  a  very  pleafimt  ap* 
ptarance  in  fummer.  The  bills  aSbrd  plenty  of  moor  game, 
particularly  Morven,  upon  the  higheft  grounds  of  which, 
ptarmagans  are  always  to  be  found  \ 

NUM. 


*  The  mod  remarkable  of  the  other  wild  creatures^  are  red  and  roe  deer^ 
foses,  badgers,  wild  cats,  polecats,  martini,  weafeU,  otten,  white  and  gref 
hares ;  eagles  and  lefler  hawks ;  the  black  cock,  wockl  cock,  wood  pecker,  plo- 
vers, partridges,  &c.  with  a  great  variety  6f  finging  birds. 

The  charge  is  ferved  by  the  miidfter,  and  a  miflionary  minifter,  who  has  a 
falary  of  25 1.  from  the  Committee  on  the  Royal  Bounty.  And,  befides  the  3 
churches,  there  is  another  place  of  worfliip  at  the  upper  bridge  of  Gaim,  where 
the  mtflionary  is  appointed  by  the  Committee  to  preach  every  ad  Sabbath ;  and 
by  thefe  means  there  can  be  fermon  but  once  in  the  %  weeks  in  each  of  the  places 
of  worfliip,  which  is  very  much  complained  of  by  the  people.  But,  as  a  cen- 
trical church  would  remove  this  grievance,  fo  no  place  can  be  better  adapted 
for  one ;  for  the  3  churches  immediately  form  nearly  an  equilateral  triangle  of 
%  miles  each  fide ;  and  2f  a  large  houfe  fliould  be  built  near  the  middle  of  thu 
angle,  the  bulk  Af  the  3  pariflies  would  be  accommodated  with  fermon  every 
-Sabbath,  and  the  miffionary  would  preach  in  the  remote  comers.  This  plan 
has  been  long  in  the  view  of  the  heritors ;  and,  as  a  of  the  churches  are  going 
fail  into  difrepair,  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  foon  carry  itinto  execution. 
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NUMBER  XIX. 
TOWN  AND  PARISH  OF  KINGHORN. 

(COVITTT  AVD  StKOD  OF  FiFE,  FrESBTTERT  OF  KlRKCAL]>r.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Usher. 

SUuationf  Name^  Extent^  Soilf  &c. 

THE  town  of  Kinghorn,  is  pleafsuitlj  fituated  upon  a  de« 
divitj  on  the  N.  fide  of  the  Frith  of  Forth,  nearljr 
oppofite  to  the  town  of  Leith,  and  diftant  from  it  about  7 
miles.  At  what  time  this  town  was  firft  buUt,  it  is  perhaps^ 
impoffible  for  us,  at  prefent,  to  determihe.  It  is  not  impro- 
bable,  that  the  aborigines  of  the  countrj,  would  fettle  here^ 
at  a  very  early  period,  for  the  conveniency  of  fifliing  *,  even 
before  either  commerce,  or  agriculture,  or  pafturage,  had 
become  obje£ls  of  attention  to  their  uncultivated  minds.  How* 
ever  this  may  be,  it  is  next  to  certain,  that  when  Edinburgh 
began  to  rife  into  a  capital^  and  to  become  a  place  of  refort, 

fiihermen 

*  There  wu  fennerlj  •  confiderablc  quantity  of  fifh  caught  between  the 
town  of  Kinghorn  and  the  ifland  of  Inch*Kcith ;  bat  of  late  the  fifh  have  re- 
tirtd  aearer  to  the  inoafh  of  the  Frith. 
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fiihermen  and  failors  would  naturally  be  induced  to  build  and 
take  up  their  refidence  here  for  the  fake  of  ferving  the  paf« 
&ge  between  Fife  and  Leith,  the  port  of  Edinburgh  ^.  With 
refpeft  to  the  origin  of  the  name  of  this  town,  we  have  not 
been  able  to  dtfcoTer  any  thing  certain^  and  will  therefore 
venture  to  offer  a  conjedure.  Upon  a  rifing  ground^  imme- 
diately behind  the  town,  overlooking  it,  and  conunanding  a 
view  of  the  whole  Frith  of  Forth,  from  Kinghom  down- 
wards, and  of  all  the  oppofite  coaft,  there  formerly  flood  a 
caftle,  the  ruins  of  which  were  very  lately  to  be  feen,  which 
was  one  of  the  ordinary  feats  of  our  ancient  Kings.  This 
place  of  refidence  was  probably  chofen  by  the  Scottiih  Mo* 
narchs,  not  only  for  the  fake  of  the  profped  which  it  com- 
mands, and  the  falubrity  of  the  air,  but  for  the  conveniency 
and  pleafure  of  hunting.  For,  tradition  fays,  and  the  names 
of  places  in  the  neighbourhood  confirm  it  (fuch  as  Woodfield- 
park,  and  Kingfwood-end  f )  that  the  ground  behind  the 
town,  and  to  the  weftward,  was  once  covered  with  wood. 
From  the  winding,  therefore,  of  the  King's  horn,  when  fal- 
lying  out  with  his  attendants  to  take  the  diverfion  of  the 

chafe, 

.  ♦  In  confirmation  of  this,  we  may  obfcnre,  that  the  part  of  the  town  whlcTi 
ftands  upon  the  fea-ihore,  and  neareft  to  the  harboar,  is  evidently  the  oMcft. 
So  early,  as  about  the  middle  of  the  nth  centnry,  in  the  rei|;n  of  Duncan  I. 
we  are  informed  that  Canutus  King  of  Norway,  Cent  «  large  fleet  with  900? 
xoen,  commanded  by  his  brother,  who  laading  at  Kinghom,  over-ran  and  ra- 
Taj^cd  the  adjacent  country ;  but  that  M*BeatK,  Thane  of  Fife  (with  whofc 
rhara(fler  and  hiftory  every  admirer  of  the  inimitable  Shakefpeare  mnft  be  in 
fome  meafure  acquainted)  attacked  and  defeated  them  with  great  daughter, 
forcing  the  forvivors  to  retire  to  their  fliips.  It  was  not,  however,  till  near  a 
century  after  this,  that  the  town  of  Kinghom  was  iavefted  with  the  privileges 
of  a  royal  burgh,  by  King  David  I. 

f  Woodfield-park,  Kingfwood-cnd.  The  former  of  thefe  is  a  famr  about 
a  mile  to  the  W.  of  the  town,  the  latter  is  a  high  aud  rugged' rock,  at  much 
«bout  the  fame  diftance  from  the  town,  and  on  the  fame  fide  of  it,  where  Kin|^ 
Alexander  m.  was  killed  by  a  f;&II  fro;n  his  horfe  when  hunting  ia  this  fofeA^ 
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chafe,  the  town  of  BLinghom  maj  have  derived  the  name 
which  it  ftill  bears. 

The  pariih  of  Kinghom  is  about  4  miles  in  length,  and  3^ 
in  breadth.  It  is  bounded  hj  the  Frith  of  Forth  on  the  S. 
and  £.  *•  Few  places  are  more  beautifully  diverfified  than 
the  £ice  of  this  parifh.  It  exhibits,  it  is  true^  neither  loftj 
mountains  nor  deep  vallejs ;  neither  high  hills,  nor  exten- 
five  plains ;  but  there  is  a  variety  of  foil  and  of  furface,  and 
an  undulation  of  ground,  which  is  very  feldom  to  be  met 
with.  The  long  extended  fides  of  little  hills  covered  with 
furze,  ever-green,  and  almoft  always  in  bloom,  or  planted 
with  you^ig  and  thriving  trees  of  different  kinds ;  the  rich 
and  fertile  land  that  lies  between  the  great  number  of  gen- 
tlemen's feats  and  farmer's  houfes,  with  trees  and  enclofures 
around  them,  and  with  here  and  there  a  ruin  interfperfed,  as 
mementos  of  the  viciffitude  of  human  things,  prefent  to  the 
eye  a  moft  pifhirefque'  and  fanciful  fcene,  and  produce  upon 
the  inugination  the  fineft  effeft.  The  foil  is,  in  general,  very 
good,  being  moftly  a  rich  black  earth  upon  a  rotten  rock. 
Along  the  fea^-coaft,  for  upwards  of  2  miles,  it  is  deep, 
ilrong,  and  fertile  in  the  higheft  degree.  As  you  retire  from 
the  fea,  it  gradually  becomes  more  and  more  light  and  fhal- 
low,  for  about  a  mile,  as  the  ground  rifes.  Behind  this, 
the  ground  begins  to  fall,  and  the  nature  of  the  foil  becomes 
more  variable,  being  fome  of  it  inclined  to  clay,  upon  a 
whin*&one  bottom,  but  moft  of  it,  thin  and  light  upon  a  dry 
gravel.  Almoft  every  where  throughout  the  whole  parift), 
it  is  fliarp  and  very  fertile,  when  properly  managed. 

Aatiquitii^f  Natural  Curiqfities,  and  Mineral  Waters.^-- 
There  can  fcarcely  be  faid  to  be  any  antiquities  within  the 

bounds 

•  The  extent  of  iea-coaft  is  about  3  EngUih  i&iles,  the  ip'cater  part  of  it  is 
^|h  and  rockyi  and  produces  very  little  kelp. 
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ixmnds  of  this  parifliy  unlels  perhaps  the  ruloous  tower  o^ 
Seafieldy  the  ancient  feat  of  the  Moutrajs,  which  ftands  upoi^ 
the  fea-fhore,  about  a  mile  to  the  eallward  of  Kinghom  ;  and 
St.  Leonard's  towe^  which  ftands  in  the  middle  of  the  town^ 
which  in  times  of  Poperj  was  a  place  of  worfhipi  bat  is 
now  converted  into  a  town-houfe  and  common  prifon,  difeferv^ 
to  be  fo  called.     Glammis  tower,  a  feat  of  our  ancient  kings^ 
already  alluded  to,  is  now  no  more  \  and  as  for  the  monaf- 
tery  which  ftood  fomewhere  about  the  bottom  of  the  town^ 
there  is  not  fo  much  as  a  veftige  of  it  to  be  feen,  and  even 
the  place  where  once  it  was,  cannot  be  afcertained.     At  a 
little  diftance  from  the  ruins  of  Seafield  tower,  there  is  a 
large  cave,  which  appears  either  to  have  been  formed  by 
fome  violent  concuifion  of  the  earth,  or  to  have  been  exca« 
vated  by  the  fea,  which  has  fince  retired.     There  is  the  ap- 
pearance of  fome  kind  of  building  having  been  once  at  its 
entrance  ;  but  whether  it  ha4  been  th^s  fortified  and  fecured 
as  a  place  of  refuge  from  the  fudden  defcents  of  the  Danes 
and  Norwegians,  with  which  this  coaft  was  formerly  fo  much 
infefted,  or,  as  a  den  for  thieves  and  robbers,  and  a9  a  place 
for  concealing  their  ill-got  booty,  we  have  not  been  able  to 
difcover.     About  half  way  between  Kiaghorn  and  the  Pettj- 
cur  *»  clofe  by  the  fea,  there  is  a  fpecimen  of  the  Bafaltes, 
which  well  deferves  the  attention  of  the  curious,  who  may 
not  have  had  an  opportunity  of  furveying  thofe  hmm-c  ftu- 
pendous  works,  of  nature  of  the  fame  kind,  the  Giants  Caufe- 
way,  in  the  county  of  Antripi  io  Ireland,  or  the  rock  Perc- 
neire  near  St.  Sandoux  in  Auvergne,  in  France.     The  Bafal- 
tic  cohimns  are  of  different  diameters,  with  between  4,  5^  6> 
7,  faces.     They  are,  in  general,  about  la   or  14  feet  in 

height, 

*  Pctty-c«r,  a  fmall  harbour  for  the  pafiagc-boats  at  the  diftance  of  about 
i  of  a  mile  from  the  town,  to  the  S.  W. 
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iieight,  With  a  few  joints  or  cracks  in  eacb,  all  parallel  to 
Dae  Inother^  and  inclining  towards  the  fea,  to  the  £.  The 
Ilreasli  of  lava,  of  which  this  mafs  of  matter  is  compofed, 
appears  to  have  flowed  from  W.  to  E.,  and  pouring  into  the 
fea,  ill  this  dire£tion,  from  its  impulfe  and  reCdance,  to  have 
cooledy  and  chrjftalized,  arid  taken  the  eaQerly  inclination 
which  it  holds.  At  a  little  diftance  from  the  Pettj-cur,  there 
is  a  medicinal  fpring,  commonly-  called  the  Kinghorn  Spa  *• 
Ujxin  Ihch-Reith^  a  fmall  ifland  about  half  waj  between 
Kinghorn  and  Leith^  and  which  is  confidered  as  belonging  to 
this  parifh^  there  are  the  ruins  of  a  fort  which  was  in  repair 
in  the  rei^  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scotland,  and  which  was  then 
garrifoned  with  French  foldiers* 

Poputation^ — ^Upon  comparing  the  late  with  the  prefent 
fiate  of  the  population  of  this  pariih,  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants appears  to  have  decreafed  to  a  confiderable  degree.  Re- 
cording to  the  retutns  made  to  Dr.  Webfter  in  the  1755,  the 
number  of  fouls  within  the  bounds  of  this  parifli,  was  2389. 
It  now  amoimts  to  no  more  than  1768,  including  perfons  of 

Vol.  XII.  G  g  every 

^  lo  the  year  i(»t8,  the  celebrated  Dr.  Anderfon,  inventor  of  the  pills  that 
ftill  go  bjr  his  name,  wrote  a  Treatife  upon  the  nature  and  properties  of  this  wa- 
ter, with  direAioos  for  uflng  it. 

It  b  impregnated,  he  fays,  with  chryftal,  if^toxa,  and  nitre ;  is  a  powerful 
diuretic,  gives  vigour  and  ftrength  to  debilitated  conftitutions,  relievet  fuch  as 
Are  tnmbled  with  a  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  allayeth  all  inflammations  in- 
ternal and  external ;  that  it  ought  to  be  taken  in  the  morning  falling,  and 
taken  at  the  ro^k  from  which  it  iflues. 

But,  for  £irther  particulars,  both  with  refpedl  to  the  nature  and  properties  of 
this  water,  and  the  way  of  ufing  it,  we  muft  refer  the  reader  to  the  forefaid 
Treatife.  We  (hall  only  add,  that  Dr.  Anderfon  concludes  his  account  of  it, 
With  mforming  us,  that  in  his  time,  "  this  fair  fpring**  was  much  frequented ; 
aad  that  he  himfelf  had  many  opportunities  of  obferving  its  falutary  ei|edb« 
from*  his  attending  patients  that  were  drinking  the  water. 
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tvcry  age  and  denominatioa  *•  Of  the  prefent  inhabitants  of 
this  parifh,  there  are  iiiS,  that  refide  in  the  town,  and  650 
that  dwell  in  the  country,  and  in  a  village  called  the  Bridge- 
town, about  2  miles  N.  £.  from  Kinghom.  Of  thefe^  there 
are  1337  that  adhere  to  the  Eftabliihed  Church,  the  remain- 
ing 531,  are  Seceders  of  different  denominations,  but  moiUy 
Burghers.  Of  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  both  in  the 
town  and  country,  there  are,  under  10  years  of  age,  401 ; 
between  lo  and  20,  321 ;  between  20  and  5c,  778 ;  between 
50  and  70,  240 :  and  between  70  and  100,  28.  The  number 
of  married  people  amounts  to  610 ;  of  bachelors,  to  295  ;  of 
unmarried  women  from  the  age  of  15  and  upwards,  to  323  ; 
of  widows,  to  102  ;  and  of  widowers,  to  33.  The  number 
yf  marriages  for  the  laft  10  years,  amounts,  at  an  average, 
to  13  ;  and  that^of  births,  to  30  annually.  To  account  for 
the  feeming  difproportion  between  the  marriages  and  births, 
and  the  population  of  this  pariih,  we  may  obferve,  that  there 
arc  annually,  fevcral  irregular  marriages,  and  feveral  bap- 
tifms  (particularly  among  the  Seceders)  that  are  not  entered 
in  the  parifii  regifter.  The  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  of 
the  village  called  Bridgetown,  are  moftly  failoss,.  weavers, 

tradefmeuy 

*  As  we  do  not  find,  that  hj  the  return  given  in  to  Dr.  Webfter,  above  meo^ 
tlon-id,  »  didlndlion  was  made  between  the  population  of  the  town,  and  of  the 
country,  it  is  impoffiblc  for  us  now  to  difcover  with  certainty,  where  the  de- 
ficiency  lies ;  whether  in  the  one,  or  in  the  other ;  or  fuppofing  it  in  both,  in 
what  proportion  it  has  taken  place.  We  are  difpofed  to  think  that  it  is  phn- 
cipally  in  the  latter ;  and  ;that  it  may  be  accounted  for,  f»om  tbc  following. 
caufes  : — l/!t  Trom  the  diminution  of  landed  proprietors  refiding  in  the  pariih  ; 
Ceveral  fmall  eitates  having  been  fwallowed  up  by  the  larger,  zdly.  From  ihr 
union  of  farms.  ^J/y,  And  principally  fiora  the  espulfion  of  cottagen,  and 
from  the  employing  of  hired  fervants  in  their  ftead,  for  carrying  on  the  opera- 
tions of  hulbandry.  What  the  town  may  have  |»ft  in  refpedl  of  population,  froxa 
the  decay  of  its  trade,  we  coniidcr  as  compenfatcd  by  the  growth  of  manufac- 
tures, as  will  afterward  appear  under  the  aiticle  of  commerce. 
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tradefmen,  innkeepers,  and  horfe-hireri  ;  thofe  of  the  coun- 
try, farmers,  their  children,  and  fervants,  who  are  employed 
in  agriculture. 

Ece^fiqftical  State^  Stipend,  Poor,  lie — ^There  are  two  pla- 
ces of  public  worlhip  in  the  town  of  Kinghorn ;  the  parifh 
church,  and  a  Burgher-feceder  nieeting-houfe.  The  Earl  of 
Strathmore  is  patron  of  the  partfii.  The  ftipend  confifts  of  3 
chalders  of  viftual,  half  meal,  half  bear,  and  58 1.  6  s.  8  d.  in 
money,  together  with  4  loads  of  coal,  deliverable  at  the  manfe, 
and  the  teind  of  the  fifli:  The  laft  of  thefe  articles  has  fail- 
ed entirely,  as  there  is  no  more  at  prefent,  but  one  family  of 
filhers  in  the  town,  and  the  quantity  of  fiih  caught  fo  fmall^ 
that  the  teind  thereof  is  not  worth  the  trouble  or  expenfe  of 
coUefiing  it. 

There  is  alfo  mentioned  in  the  decreet  of  modification  and 
locality  of  tht  ftipend  of  Kinghorn,  14^  loads  of  coal  at  the 
pit  of  Garden ;  but  as  this  pit  is  not  now  wrought,  this  part 
of  the  living  has  likewife  failed.  The  glebe  confifts  of  very 
little  more  than  3f  acres  of  arable  ground,  with  xo  s.  a-year 
to  compenfate  for  the  deficiency  of  meafure  ;  and  about  an  a- 
cre  of  grafs,  which  lets  at  16  s.  8  d.  The  manfe  is  old,  but 
got  a  thorough  repair  about  3  years  ago,  at  a  very  confider-i 
aUe  expenfe.  The  church  was  rebuilt  in  1774.  The  ihell 
of  the  hou&  is  refpeftable  enough ;  but  within,  it  has  rather 
an  awkward  and  paltry  appearance,  from  its  not  being  as  yet 
completely  feated,  and  from  the  mixture  of  new,  and  of  old 

pews  and  forms  *• 

Gga  The 

*  The  Burgher  meeting-bonre  was  bailt  about  1 5  years  ago,  partlj  by  dilHu 
tisfied  and  difcontented  Seceden;  and  partly  by  people  belonging  to  the  Eft  a* 
blilhed  Church  in  this  place,  who  did  not  think  that  the  late  incumbent.  Dr. 
Wcbfter,  was  fufficiently  warm  in  his  zeal  againft  the  Popiih  bill,  which  raifed 
»ucb  a  noife  and  clamour  ia  this  part  of  the  country  at  that  period. 

Thil 
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The  anmber  of  poor  is  great,  and  the  fdnds  for  fupportiog 
them  are,  conparativelji  but  fmall.  There  are  comiDOfilj  be- 
tween 65  and  So  upon  the  poor's  roll ;  and  for  (oaiotaiQinj 
thefe,  the  whole  fum  to  be  diftributed  annually  by  the  church- 
feffion,  does  not  amount  to  40 1.  This  fum  ari(es  partly  from 
the  intereft  of  legacies  left  for  the  behoof  of  the  poor ;  and 
partly  from  the  collefiions  that  are  made  for  them  at  the  door 
of  the  parifb  church.  The  legacies  amount  to  500  L,  490  L 
of  which  was  bequeathed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Henry,  minillcc 
of  thia  parilby  before  the  late  Dr.  Webfter  \  and  100  1.  by  a 
geutleman  of  the  name  of  Shanks,  who  lived  b\  Kinghom ; 
for  both  which,  the  church-ficilion  receives  annually  (at  the 
rate  of  4  per  pent,  intereft)  the  fum  of  20  L  The  yearly  col-i 
leftions  do  not  come  to  quite  fo  mi^nh  \  and  of  this  the  kod* 
ed  proprietors  contribute  but  a  very  fmall  proportion,  as  the 
greatell  ps^  o{  them  ^o  not  refide  in  the  pari|l|,  ai^d  gf  moil 
of  thofe  t];iat  do,  dwell  at  a  diilance  from  the  paf iQ|  church. 
The  mo(l  which  any  pauper  ip  the  parifl^  r^c^^ve.^,  (aiid  ia« 
deed  which  the  churcb-fcipon  ba^ve  it  i^  tbeiir  ppwcr  ^  giv^, 
as  the  heritors  haye  not  as  ye^  U^^d  to  aflefs  themfelves  fpr 
the  mainfenancf^  of  ^%  poqr)  is  ;  ^.  i^-Qionth ;  and  perhaps. 
3S*  64.  more  s^t  capl^  of  thf  q^J|r^r|y  diftqjuitiojis.     This 

fc^ty 

This  houfe  was  at  firft  conneAftd  ^itli  what  is  calleil  the  Preibyter/  of  Re- 
lief; upon  wl|ich  fopting  it  ftood,  tijl  within  thefc  fevr  years,  when  the  propri- 
etors of  the  houf?,  finduig  their  meeting  upon  the  declioe,  ax)d  the  feat-rents 
and  colledlions  unequal  to  the  expenfe  of  fuppoiting  a  clergyman,  ^xid  pf  pay. 
ing  the  intereft  of  the  money  which  t)tcy  had  advanced,  they  very  prudently 
agreed  to  change  their  ground,  to  join  themfelves  to  the  Burgher  Sccedcrs,  and 
to  give  a  call  to  a  licentiate  of  that  denomination.  The  bulk  of  i^fh^t  remain- 
ed of  thpir  fcattered  congregation  went  along  with  tl^em,  and  they  were  joined 
by  others  of  the  fame  ckls  or  fedl,  refiding  in  the  ^own  a^  its  neighbourhood. 
Amidft  all  thcfe  manoeuvres  of  their  leaden,  bowcyeiTi,  the  f^dt  ^f  9  patron  was 
fiot  hfiard  of.    An4  U  was  all.vcry  well- 
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icantj  fupply  is  evidently  inadequate  to  the  exigencies  of  fi^cb 
as  are  unable  to  work  \  the  confequence  of  which  is,  that  they 
muft  either  beg,  or  ileal,  o^  ftarvc-  What  others  receive  is 
proportionallj  lefs,  and  thus,  even  the  labour  of  fach  a$  could 
do  a  little,  were,  the  deficiencj  of  their  earoings  to  be  oi^de  up 
to  them  by  regular  fupplies,  1%  loft  to  the  communitj,  from 
their  being  forced  by  neceflity  to  have  recourfe  to  beggtog ; 
after  wbich,  every  idea  of  labour  ap4  induftry  is  at  an  luid  ^* 

Commerce  and  ManufaHures. — The  town  of  Kinghom  has 
2  harbours  j  one  at  the  bottom  of  the  tpwn,  which  is  called 
the  Kirk-harbour,  from  its  vicinity  to  the  church,  which 
ftaods  upon  a  point  of  land  dofe  by  it ;  ^nd  another  called  th« 
fettjhcur,  at  about  half  ^  mile's  diftauce  from  the  tovm  to 
the  S.  W«    The  former  of  thefe  is  of  very  gacient  date :  Hoir 

ol4 

*  And  Here,  by  the  wty,  we  cannot  help  obfenriag,  that  legAcief  left  for  t^ 
behoof  of  the  poor,  at  leaft  in  parifhes,  where  the  law,  with  refped  to  the  maixvy 
lenance  of  the  poor  is  not  enforced,  have  a  tendency  to  defeat  the  very  end  for 
vhick  tliey  were  bequeathed.  For  that,  trufting  to  thefe,  the  heritors  of  fuck 
yariihci^  are  apt  to  negle^  what  the  law,  what  reafon,  what  religion  and  hft* 
manity  fo  loudly  call  upon  them  for,  viz.  "  to  confider  the  caufe  of  the  poor*'* 
We  would  not  be  underftood,  from  what  we  have  here  faid,  either  to  condemn, 
or  difcoBn|;e  the  donations  of  the  p haritable  at  the  time  of  their  death,  to  the 
poor  of  pariilies  to  which  they  may  belong,  or  to  which  they  may  be  attached ; 
qoly  let  them  be  left  in  fuch  a  way,  as  to  be  diftributcd  immediately,  and  not  bo 
hung  op,  fo  as  to  intercept  Chat  provifion  which  the  wiCdom  and  benevolence  of 
oor  Legiflature  has  made  for  them.  Having  had  occalioo  to  mention  legacies^ 
we  may  here  obferve,  that  the  forefaid  Mr.  Henry  bequeathed  the  fum  of  300  U 
in  the  pnipofe  of  founding  a  burfary,  to  affift  young  men,  in  the  profecutlon  of 
their  ftiidies,  at  the  Univerfity  of  St.  Andrew's.  The  nomination  of  the  buifar 
is  veiled  in  3  bodies  of  men ;  the  magiftrates  and  town-council  of  Kinghora, 
the  kirk.feflion  of  Kinghom,  and  the  prelbytery  of  Kirkcaldy.  Each  of  thefe  3 
bodies  choofc  a  delegate  out  of  their  own  number ;  the  delegates  meet  by  ap« 
^ntaHit  of  the  minifter  of  Kinghom,  and,  after  having  examined  the  qualifi* 
catloni  uf  the  Candida  tci,  proceed  to  tha  cle^ion.    The  bnrfar  enjoya  his  |>cne« 
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t>Id  it  is,  we  cannot  certainly  faj. .  The  latter  vas  built  about 
JO  years  ago,  as  being  a  more  convenient  iitnation  than  that 
of  the  former,  for  the  paiTage  over  to  Leith.     This  harbour 
Mfas  lately  very  much  choked  up,  and  in  danger  of  being  loft, 
from  the  great  quantity  of  fand  continually  drifting  from  the 
W.  at  low  water,  with  the  wefterly  .winds,  and  accnmnlating 
within  it.     But  by  means  of  2  bifons,  the  largeft  of  which 
was  only  finifhed  within  thefc  few  months,   (the  former  hav- 
ing been  found  infufficient  for  the  purpofe),  it  is  now  thought 
that  this  bank  of  fand  will  be  completely  renK>Ted,  and  the 
harbour  be  kept^lear  of  it,  and  open  for  the  future.     With- 
in thefe  few  months  atfo,  there  has  been  a  light-houfe  ere&ed 
upon  the  end  of  this  key,  for  the  benefit  of  the  paffage-boats. 
It  is,  however,  the  opinion  of  many,    that  had  the  monej 
which  has  been  expanded  upon  the  Petty- cur,  and  its  bafons, 
been  laid  out  upon  the  extending  of  the  key,  and  upon  the 
otherwife  improving  of  the  old  harbour,  not  only  all  the  pur- 
pofes  of  the  Ferry  might  have  been  equally  well  anfwered, 
but  a  fafe  and  capacious  bafon  might  have  been  formed,  for 
the  admiffion  of  {hips  of  confiderable  burthen*    As  they  are 
at  prefent,  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  will  admit  veiTels  of 
above  150  tons.     Should  ever  Kinghor^  become  a  great  ma- 
nufa&uring  and  commercial  town,  this  plan  might  ilill  be  put 
in  execution.     Hitherto,  it  cannot  be  faid  to  have  ever  been 
either.     Formerly,  indeed,  there  were  «  few  brigs,  and  feve- 
ral  (loops  belonging  to  this  town  ;  but  thefe  were  generally 
either  freighted  by  merchants  rcfiding  in  other  places,  or  en- 
gaged in  fmuggling.     At  prefent  there  are  only  two  imall 
flopps  employed  in  the  coailing  trade,  that  fail  from  this  port, 
with  9  pafifage-boats,  of  about  50  or  60  tons  each,  and  a  few 
pinnaces  that  ply  the  ferry.'     As  for  manufaftures,  though 
till  of  late,  fmce  the  introdud;ion  of  ftocking-frames,  there 
waSf  for  a  long  time,  a  confiderable  quantity  of  thread-ftock* 

ioj^s 
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ings,  manufafiured  annually  by  the  womeoy  with  the  kitting- 
necdle,  yet  it  was  always  but  an  unprofitable,  and  poor  em- 
ployment.  Within  thefe  few  years,  however,  a  manufacture 
has  fprung  up,  which  promifes  fair  at  prefent  to  render  King- 
horn  one  of  the  moft  flourilhing  towns  upon  the  coaft  of  Fife^ 
this  is,  the  leafing,  and  rolling,  and  fpinning  of  cotton  and  fiax^ 
by  means  of  the  Arkwright  and  Darlington  machinery. 

Through  the  middle  of  the  town  there  runs  a  ftream  of  wa- 
ter, which  ifliies  from  a  lake  called,  the  loch  of  Kinghom,  and 
diftant  from  it  only  about  half  a  mile.  Upon  this  Itream 
there  have  already  been  erefted,  and  fet  a-going,  4  mills  for  the 
parpofes  above  mentioned ;  a  fifth  is  to  be  built  this  fummer, 
and  there  might  ftill  be  falls  of  water  found  for  z  or  a  more. 
The  number  of  hands  which  thefe  mills  will  employ,  muft 
amount  to  fome  hundreds ;  but  the  a  largeft  of  them,  which 
were  built  lad  feafon,  owing  to  the  ihock  which  has  been  late* 
]y  given  to  public  credit,  and  the  confequent  ftagnation  of  all 
bufinefs,  have  not  as  yet  been  completely  fitted  up,  and  filled 
with  machinery  by  the  proprietors;  Before  adventuring  too  fiu*, 
they  wi(b  to  fee  what  turn  affairs  may  take.  Already,  how- 
ever, the  beneficial  effedis  of  thefe  works  are  to  be  feen  by  all; 
and  they  are  fenfibly  felt  by  almoft  every  defcription  of  peo- 
ple in  the  place. 

Young  women,  who  before  were  not  able  to  earn  by  the 
needle,  or  by  the  knitting  of  dockings,  or  by  the  fpinning  of 
flax,  above  is.  6  d.  or  2  s.  in  the  week,  can  now  eafily  earn 
between  5  s.  and  7  s.  6  d.  in  the  fame  fpa'ce  of  time.  Little 
girls,  between  8  and  12  years  of  age,  who  before  were  a  bur- 
then  to  their  fathers  and  mothers,  by  engaging  at  thefe  works, 
are  not  only  able  to  fupport  themfelves,but  to  affifl  their  aged 
and  indigent  parents.  The  boys,  who  before  thought  of  no- 
thing but  the  fea,  or  of  running  about  idle,  or,  which  was  lit- 
tle better,  of  running  about  the  country  at  the  horfes's  heels, 

as 
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as  horfe-hxrers  fenrant^,  have  now  generallj  turoed  their  a*. 
tttitioti  to  the  loom,  aud  bind  themfclves  as  apprentices  to  the 
weaver.  Snch  are  theeftefis  of  capital  well  employed  !  Such 
are  the  effefts  of  regular,  and  well  directed  induftry  !  But  the 
command  of  water  for  working  machinery,  is  not  the  onlj 
advantage  which  Kinghorn  enjoys  :  Beiides  the  ft  ream  alrea- 
dy  mentioned,  there  are  two  other  rivulets,  one  at  each  end 
6f  the  town,  by  means  of  which  bleachfields  might  be  formed, 
and,  it  is  to  be  ho(>ed,  will  in  a  little  time  be  formed,  for  far- 
ther facilitating  the  operations  of  the  manufaftnrer. 

As  a  beginning  has  now  been  fairly  made ;  as  t  fpirit  of 
induftry  and  of  enterprife  has  now  bean  roufed,  by  the  ezer- 
dons  of  a  few  active  individuals,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  it 
will  continue  to  fpread,  and  will  foon  begin  to  operate  in  o- 
&tt  diredions.  The  cheapnefs  of  coal  for  fdel,  and  of  lime 
^  for  building  ;  its  vicinity  to  the  fea,  and  to  the  capitsfl  of  this 
part  {of  the  kingdom,  might  alfo  have  been  mentioned  among 
the  advantages  which  Kinghorn  derives  bovtk  its  local  fitu- 
.ation. 

V 

Landholders^  Rent  nnd  Divifion  of  LanJ.-^Tht  number  of 
landed  proprietors  in  this  parHh  is  13  ;  but  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  them  do  not  refide  in  it.  *  There  is  no  map  of  the  pa- 
riih  s  by  confequence,  the  number  of  acres  which  it  contains 
cannot  be  exa&ly  afcertained.  But  they  amount  to  nearly 
305c  arable,  and  340  inarable.  The  greateft  part  of  the  lat- 
ter is  hill-ground,  either  covered  with  furae,  or  planted  with 
trees.  Of  the  former,  there  are,  at  an  average,  170  acres  an- 
nually employed  in  raiiing  wheat,  397  in  barley,  all  in  peafe 
and  beans,  which  are  commonly  fown  in  drills  $  749  in  oatSi 
148  in  potatoes,  ito  in  turnip,  328  in  hay,  836  in  paflure, 
and  100  lying  in  fummer  fallow.  The  quantity  of  flax  fown 
is  fo  inconliderable,  as  not  to  be  worth  the  mentioning,    A 

great 
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^eat  part  of  die  ttiid  of  this  ^riih  if  MW  csolofcd;  either 
with  hedge  and  ditch^  or^  what  is  caDed  GaBoway^ike.  The 
favms  aie,  ia  genera!,  from  80  L  to  aodl.  a^year,  confiftiag 
ol  between  6*  and  ijoor  soo  acres.  The  beft  araUe  groand 
in  tiie  aeighbourhood  of  the  town,  has,  of  late,  let  at  3 1.,  aad 
tomtt  of  it  at  3 1. 10  s*  as  acre.  At  a  diftance  fifoin  the  town 
tlM  average  rent  is  about  i  L  lo  s.  The  beft  pafturage  lets  at 
a  L  5  s.^  aad  the  iafinrior  kind,  from  i  5  &•  to  1 1.  i  a  the  acre* 
Tke  Valued  rent  of  the  whole  pariOi  is  i3,a9oI«  t8a.  ii. 
Scotch ;  the  real  r^nt  about  jooo  1.  Steriing. 

Borjts,  Bhci  Caitk,  Ploughs  and Cdrf^.^^i:bere  are  mtbis 
fmrifii  ajo  horfes,  includiag  jouag  horfes  reared  by  the  faf^ 
mers  in  the  countrj-.  About  70  of  theTe  horfes  are  kept  by 
people  ia  the  town  for  poil-chaifes,  for  letting  oiit  to  hire,  for 
eanyiog  coals,  and  for  labouring  ^  few  acres  of  ground, 
which  moft  ot  them  endearour  to  get  in  the  iteighbourhood* 
There  «re65i  cowt,andyoungcattIe  (exclufive  of  catde  graCed' 
ia  porks  during  the  fumaier),  99  cart^  and  gi  ploughs,  attneflr 
an  of  the  Sfliall-coiiftrufitoii,  and  drawa  by  a  horfes  ;  the  old 
Aoottiih  plough  haYia^  a6w  faBen  inlfo  geaeM  AtaUK 

Vol.  XII.  Hh  S^t6ot 

e  IRi;fr/.— TVonl  tlie  npid  iftcm^e  of  manofaftmgf  in  tKii,  sadlbme  ndflu 
louring  psriflies,  the  ptice  of  labour  of  every  Itind  bat  rifen  to  an  tmcomiMa 
betght.  Hit  wagea of  aoMiii  fervaat  kopt  ia  tbe  hoiift|*  ara^  Iraoi  a K.to  tp>h 
a-)re«r ;  tbofe  of i«iBal«  ferranu are gosmUy $1  A labeoNK, £oii^iKf$im 
fron  I  s.  to  1 1.  6A^ fiadisg  bi»  ownproviiiQot :  For  m^mng  miinapmg^fnm  ^ 
]fi»4d.toas.,  aad  fometiOMt  a i.  6d.  Ch;  wkh  brtaltfril and Htosf ,  ftaal 
ia. to XI.  64.:  AaA woflMO ftoai 9 d»  to^ X %,  witb tkt fane ] 


jg/iSi  ofUfimitvaimg  C^Uag^i  im  JiH£uih0t^t''''Otm  bodcfioA  cf  ihh  kai 
ioenalreaJtyaUndoJt'o;  tbodetitafeof  tiie yoyrfaiioa of  tbe  oOunify.  Tlfii 
iSkCt  begim  now  to  be  felt,  »d  laaeaied  bj  ibe  lanicr,  ptfrtacakdr  la  d» 
^gbboatbood  of  idbatiu&diirinf  towni    In  tbii  wbolje  paxtfi,  t^im  tbit  de^. 

Ict^tion 
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School. — ^The  fchoolmafter's  (klarjt  P^^^  wbcdly  hj  ih€ 
town,  is  100  merks  Scotch ;  the  number  of  fcbolars  is  sfooat 
60  i  the  fee«  for  teaching  to  read  £nglifli«  i  s.  6  d.  a.quarter» 
reading  and  writing.  1  b.»  Latin,  a  s.  6  d.,  arithmetic,  a  s.  6(k 
The  fchoolmafter  has  alfo  an  official  hoafe,  with  a  fmall  gar- 
den, provided  for  him  by  the  town.  And  here,  we  caimot 
help  obferring  with  regret,  that  a  body  of  men,  fo  highly  tafefoi 
to  the  community  as  country  fchoolmafters,  that  a  body  of  men, 
ir9m  whofe  fuccefsful  labours  Scotland  has  derived  that  repu- 
tation for  literature  which  (he  fo  de&rvedly  enjoys  ;  and  upon 
whofe  future  labours,  the  prefervation  of  this  reputation,  and 
the  profperity  of  her  fons,  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  mad 
in  a  great  meafure  depend,  fhould  be,  in  general,  fo  jfooglf 
provided  for  by  the  country*—^*  Sic  vos,  non  vobis«" 

CbaraBn-  of  the  Pioph. — ^The  general  chacafier  of  a  peo^- 
pie  commonly  takes  its  complexion  from  their  local  fituatioo, 
their  engagements  and  their  purfuits.  The  public  ferry  ma^ 
juftly  be  eoufidered  as  having  been,  hitherto  the  ruin  of  King- 
horn,  both  in  lefpefi  of  indttftry  and  morals*  It  opens^  it  i^  tme, 
aneafy  road  to  an  immediate  fubfiftence,  but  it  introduces,  at  the 
fame  time,  all  thofe  vices  and  miferies  to  which  people  are  ex- 
pofed,  whofe  time  is  not  half  occupied,  whofe  thoughts  are  never 

turned 

Icription  of  iilnoc^t  aod  ufeful  i^eople  was  once  fo  nfimerous,  there  is  only  i  farmer t 
who,  patriarth-like,  has  continued  this  pra^ice  of  employing  and  chcrifliitfg  the 
cottager,  in  its  full  extent ;  and  in  this,  he  is  now  become  the  envy  of  atl  his 
neighbours  around  him  ;  efpecialy  in  bad  harrefts,  fuch  as  we  ha^e  lately  had, 
when  reapers  could  not  he  tempted  to  come  ftom  the  towns  even  for  high  ws. 
ges.  There  are  other  effedls,  which  might  likewife  be  ftated,  as  arifing  from 
the  fub((itution  of  hired  fervanti  in  the  place  of  Cottagers,  viz.  the  diminution 
of  the  quantity,  and  confequentiy  the  rife  of  the  price  of  fevertl  dfeftil  article 
of  life,  fueh  u  batter,  eggs,  tad  poultry* 
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turned  towards  theaequifition  of  capita],  and  whofe  Idomlook  be- 
yond the  prefent  moment.  Drunkennefs,  diffipationi  and  de« 
baiicberj  in  youth,  poverty  and  wretchednefs  in  old  age  ;  and, 
beiides  this,  to  fay  nothing  of  the  tendency  of  burgh- politics, 
the  fcam  of  the  creation  continually  floating  here,  cannot  fail 
to  taint  whatever  it  touches.  All  the  banditti  and  vagabonds 
of  the  country  continually  paffing  and  repai£ng  through  this 
great  thorough-fair,  and  occafionally  flopping,  and  lodging  for 
days  and  weeks  together,  cannot  fail  to  poifon  the  principles, 
and  to  corrupt  the  morals  of  thofe  with  whom  they  mingle  | 
and  among  whom  they  nellle.  Not  but  that  there  are  ex« 
ceptions  to  be  found,  even  among  thofe  that  are  the  moft  ex« 
pofed  to  thefe  temptations.  Not  but  that  there  are  many 
here,  as  fober,  as  induftrious,  and  as  refped:able  in  their  fe- 
veral  fiatipns  as  in  auy  other  place.  Even  where  the  plague 
rages  with  the  gretfteft  virulence,  there  are  always  fome  that 
^icape  the  fatsil  infcdion.  And  here  w^  muft  do  juftice  to  a 
claCi  of  men,  whom  we  have  frequently  had  occaiion  to  hear 
reprefented  as  drunken,  rude,  and  infoleot  to  a  proverb  \  we 
mean  the  boatmen.  That  fome  fuch  there  are,  we  readily 
admit ;  but- at  the  fame  tim^  we  will  venture  to  affirm,  that 
there  is  not  ia  the  ifland,  nor  perhaps  in  Europe,  a  public 
feny,  where  the  watermen  are,  in  general,  more  aftive,  more 
civil,  and  more  obliging,  (f  to  th^  rough  and  infoleat,^  ^hey 
fometimes  behave  with  rudene£i|  the  fault,  furely,  is  not  en« 
tirely  theirs.  To  their  Ikill  and  adivity,  and  even  general 
fobriety,  it  may,  in  fome  meafare,  be  attributed,  that  there  is 
not  an  inflance  of  fo  much  as  one  of  thefe  boats  having  been 
lofty  within  the  memory  of  man,  or  even  upon  record.  With 
refpeft  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  pariiht  who  are  moft- 
ly  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  land,  we  may  obferve,  that 
^ey  are,  in  general,  a  fober,  induftrious,  and  ^aritable  peo« 
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pie,  fevenl  of  them  inteUigent  nA  flulfiil  in  fbdr  | 
tod  that,  amidft  all  thecorraptumof  xottea  and  rottiiig  b"W|fc^ 
in  the  neighbourhood,  they  ftiU  retain  mach  of  that  fimplifi- 
tj  of  life,  aod  pnritj  of  flumoersy  which  nadcn  pailoyal  4e-» 
Scriptioa  fb  pkafiog  to  eontemplate* 
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^  l^tue*  mnt^C  aoce&  to  toy  pttricnkr  record,  mtkes  it  dif- 
^  fieok  to  tmoe,  with  accnraqrt  the  cfjmology  of  the 
same  Gromtrtj :  it  it  geaenillj  allowed  to  be  Geelic,  denou 
iag  **  crooked  bay  ;*'  and  as  this  interpretation  feems  natural* 
it  any  be  concluded  a  ptetty  juft  one.  The  Gadic  name  of 
die  place  is  Crom  Ba^  or  **  crooked  haj  i*'  the  dcfcription  ol 
the  bay*  on  which  the  town  is  fitnated,  having  a  noble  wind* 
ing  cnrte,  evidently  &Yonrs  this  etymology  of  the  name. 
The  extent  of  tbis  parilh  is  from  7  to  8  miles  in  length,  and 
from  I  €o{4  in  breadth.  It  is  bounded  by  the  bay  of  Cro- 
nm^  on  the  N.  I  by  the  Mnrri^  Frith,  and  the  pariih  of 
KfiflbaikinoniSie£»andS.    The  town^if  CiMuaty  isbnik 

on 
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on  a  neck  or  point  of  land,  which  flretches  out  on  %  level  with 
the  fea»  there  being  a  fimilar  point  on  the  oppofite  ihore  ex^ 
tendiogy  in  like  manner,  into  the  fea,  as  if  to  meet  it.  Tbereare 
alfo  two  points  of  eacaftl j  the  ihnie  defcription,  a  fliort  waj  up 
the  bay,  which,  together,  occafion  the  cutvature  in  theappear- 
ance  of  the  bay  mentioned  above.  Along  the  N.  fide  of  the  pt- 
ri{h,  and  immediately  above  the  tqwni  thereisabpiatifail  ver^ 
da^tbank,  extending  from  the  eaftern  to  the  weft  ern  extremity  of 
the  parifli ;  the  bulk  of  the  arable  land  hangs  over  this  bank, 
in  a  floping  manner,  and  prefents  one  unin^ermpted  corn- 
field^ without  any  eminence  to  intercept  the  view.  T^o  a 
traveller  riding  through  the  parifli,  by  the  puUic  road  to  In- 
vernefs,  the  arable  land  lies  concealed,  and  the  appearance  of 
the  country  is  flat  and  mooriih.  The  town  of  Cromarty  was 
formerly  a  royal  burgh,  but  was  di:>franchifed  by  an  aft  of 
the  Privy  Council  of  Scotlandi  in  cojlfequence  of  an  applica- 
tion from  Sir  John  Urquhart,  proprietor  of  the  eihite  of  Cro^ 
marty,  to  that  purpofok  The  foil  about  the  town  is  fertile,  of 
a  deep  Uack  mould ;  it  is,  in  general,  however,  remarkably 
.  wet,  owing  to  a  hard  paq,  ov  roqky  fubftaoce  in  the  bottom^ 
which  prevents  the  water  from  finking  beneath  the  forface. 
The  foil  in  the  country  part  of  the  parilh  is  various ;  it  is  al- 
fo,[in  general,  wet,  andtbe  labour  of  the  huftandman  often  muct\ 
retarded,  by  confequenoe,  in  the  fpriog  feafon. 

Natural  Curiq/hiis.'-^OE  thefe,  this  parifli  is  not  very  pro- 
dudive  ;  it  would,  however,  be  a  defeft  in  this  account,  were 
no  mention  made  of  a  large  rock,  confiderable  in  height, 
which  is  termed  "  M'Farquhar's  Bed."  What  renders  this 
rock  remarkable,  is  the  grandeur  of  an  arch,  which  forms  a 
.natural  bridge  under  the  rock,  admitting  the  waves  of  the  fea 
to  pab  out  and. in  with  a  tremendous  appearance.  A  ftill 
more  remarkable  curiofity  than  the  former,   is  a  cove  or  oa- 

vem 


Of  Cromarty.  "^  447 

renir  foroDed  id  a  TONck  ctofe  bj  the  fea»  hstving  an  entrance 
fofficiently  large  to  admit  aa  ordinary  fized  man.  From  the 
roof  aad  ^des  of  this  cavern^  there  is  a  continual  dropping  of 
(vater^  fome  of  which  falls  to  the  bottom  of  the  cave,  bat  by  far 
the  greater  quantity  isquickly  petrified  into  a  white  hard  fub'. 
Sance^  with  which  the  roof  and  fides  of  the  cavern  are  co* 
vered,  and  make  a  beautiful  appearance.  This  cavern  is  quite 
acceffible,  and  is  truly  a  curtouB  phenomenon. 

a 

Climate^  find  Diftafti^'^^Th^  climate  is  generally  more  mild 
in  the  town  and  its  vicinity,  than  above  the  bank  and  in  the 
country.     Froft  is  frequently  intenfe  a  mile  or  2  from  the 
town,  when  it  is  little  felt  immediately  around  it.     The  cold 
ii  moft  pietcing  in  this  place,  when  the  wind  blows  from  the 
£.,  which  roihes  in  as  if  by  a  funnel.     There  are  no  dif-- 
cafes  peculiarly  prevalent  among  the  inhabitants.    The  poor* 
er  dais  have  been  much  diftreiSed  at  all  times  for  want  of 
fuel,  fcarce  having  had  accefs  to  any  other,  than  the  fcanty 
fapply  fumiihed  from  the  thinnings  of  the  ,fir  plantations  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  town.     It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the 
tax  on  coals  now  to  be  taken  off,  will  put  that  comfortable 
fuel  more  within  the  reach  of  all  ranks;  it  is  beyond  a  doubt, 
that  many  of  the  difeafes  incident  to  the  lower  ranks,  were 
occafioned  by  the  fcarcity  and  high  price  of  proper  fuel.  The 
inhabitants  are,  in  general,  healthy,  and  many  inftances  of 
their  living  to  the  age  of  80  years,  or  thereby,  might  be  ad« 
duced ;  an  inftance  or  two  there  have  been  of  the  age  of  90. 
The  fmall-pox  raged,  in  this  pUce,  to  a  great  degree,  during 
thcfirftj  noonths  of  2791,  and  proved  very  mortal;  when 
the  infe&ion  was  caught,  in  the  natural  way,  upwards  of  30 
lehildren,  during  the  above  period,  fell  a  facrifice  to  them, 
lit  is,  with  pleafure,  however,  to  be  obferved,  that  the  peo~ 
;ple  were  never  more  reconciled  to  the  faluury  mean  of  ino- 
culation^ 


ciilatMm*  Afln  at  the  above  period.  Of  lliofe  whotodithd 
diieale  by  tte  latter^  diere  wero  %  only  died^  and  <licfe«  b^ 
the  phy&naa'i  acootot^  had  other  difefdorf  whid^  bofe  hmj 
upon  them* 

Sea^CoaHi  &c.— >Tliepe  is  a  ofofiderdile  ettent  of  fea-cosfl 
en  the  N.  and  S.  E.  fides  of  the  psrilhi  not  fitr  Ihort  of  i 
miles ;  that  on  the  N.  is  flat»  and  after  paffin^  the  Sittor  Baj* 
about  half  a  mile^  there  is  fcarce  a  rock  to  be  met  With  on 
either  fide  of  the  baj.  The  eoa#  upon  the  S.  and  S.  E.  is 
high,  being  lined  all  along  with  a  oontinued  ttn^  derated  tti 
fome  places,  npwards  of  250  feet  i^ve  the  letrd  of  die  fet^ 
There  are  feyeral  fift-boats  belonging  to  the  plade ;  lind  tkongM 
this  be  one  of  the  noUeft  fiihing  ftations,  that  can  be,  j^  o£ 
late  years,  from  the  finall  fize  of  boats  made  xSt  o^  and  the 
extreme  timiditj  of  the  fifhers,  thb  ufefttl  aatide  of  lifie  ha^ 
been  much  left  pkntiful  than  was  fbrmert/  knoHfm  ia  1 
place.  What  feems  to  hare  introduced  the  itfe  Of  fach 
boats  was,  that  till  within  thefe  laft  itf  or  ao  years,  fifli  msl 
got  in  abundance  within  the^bay,  which  is  not  notr  the  cafe  { 
they  now  begin  to  fee  the  aeeeffity  of  large  boats,  and  by  gor- 
ing out  fome  confiderable  diflance  down  the  MunnSy  Frttk^ 
fifli  are  caught  in  greater  abundance,  fudt  as  cod,  haddocks^ 
whitings,  flounders,  flcait,  torbot  tery  rarely/  and  fole ;  hef4 
rings  have  been  caught  in  great  abundance  in  the  bay,  ba^ 
not  for  fcveral  years  paft.  The  price  of  fiflr  has  rifen  morej 
in  proportion,  than  any  other  article  of  life,  bttt  fitU  ^f 
are  the  cheapeft  proTifion  which  a  fimxly  can  nie,  notwitbi 
(landing  that  id.,  about  zi  or  z6  years  ago,  Would  go  fttf^ 
ther  in  the  purchale  of  this  commodity,  t)iafi  z  a.  n^W  *. 

«  Haddocks  are  in  feafon  from  the  mootSi  of  Mny  to  Fdiiuary  \.  cod,  fa^ 
February  to  the  xnontfa  of  June ;  flowders  fall  off  in  the  htbrtft  monlhs  \  9u3i 

tt4 


Of  Cromarty.  ^49 

C^mrfi  ^f  th$  Itide^  and  Sga^Wted. — There  is  a  verj  firong 
ude  flows  in  and  out  between  the  Sutors  ;  and  it  is  remark? 
aUe,  diat  the  fea  has  made  confiderafale  eneroachm^ts  on 
die  E.  end  of  the  town,  and  fidls  in  on  the  W.  There  it 
tradition  among  the  inhabitants,  that  the  ground  on  which 
die  old  town  of  Cromar^  ftood,  being  towards,  the  £.,  is 
now  wholly  nnder  water,  and  there  are  ftrong  prefumptions'. 
to  favour  the  tradition  in  part.  It  is  well  known,  that  what 
was  fcttinerly  called  the  weftem  extremity  of  the  town,  i$ 
now  the  eaftem  ;  neither  are  there  any  houies  to  the  £•  of 
the  old  crofs  of  Cromarty^  which  is  generally  fuppofed  to 
have  been  placed  about  the  centre  of  the  old  town.  But 
what  tends  to  confirm  this  tradition  moft  of  all,  is,  that  many 
of  the  inhabitants  now  living  have  feen  feveral  fznall  tracks 
of  gatden  ground,  which  are  now  either  out  away,  or  cover« 
ed  by  die  fea«  A  ftorm  from  the  £.  covers  the  (bore  of  this 
place  widi  great  quantities  of  fea-ware,  which  proves  ezceV- 
knt  manure  of  itfdf,  and  anfwers  well  as  a  mixture  in  the. 
dnnghiL  The  quantity  of  kelp  mi^e  pn  the  fliore,  does  no^ 
exceed  10  tons  annually. 

Smtort  Bay  and  Harbottr.-— The  Sutors  of  Cromarty,  £d, 

jen^rally  kn^wn^  are  two  promontories  jutting  out  into  th^^ 

V01-.XII.  li  fea, 

and  wldtiiiKS  sre  JEMind  good  at  all  ftftfont.  All  the  kinck  of  fifli,  eicept  liftF-. 
rio^  are  generally  taken  bj  bait.  Cromarty  finds  market  for  the  greater  (to* 
portion  of  filh  caught  by  oar  fifhers.  It  frequently  happens  that  feveral  of  the 
boats  go  up  to  Dingwall,  where  the  bay  terminates,  and  ther^  find  a  readf^ 
mariwt  fee  aU  theic  cargoes.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve  here,  that  this 
place  labours  under  a  great  di  fad  vantage,  from  the  want  oC  a  weekly  meat* 
maHLet,  which  proves  very  inconvenient  for  fmall  families,  ^ef  is  fold,  when 
cbeapeft,  at  afd.  the  pound ;  it  advances  in  the  fpnng  feafon  to  ^\d,  and  4d. 
Mutton  much  about  the  fame  price;  pork  fomewhat' lower.  A  good  fowl  ia 
ncTer  below  6d.  Butcher  meat  of  all  kinds  is  generally  very  ill  to  be  had  dur- 
tog  the  fpring  feafon,  and  until  the  latter  end  of  July. 
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fta,  oonfidBraUj  devatod  tbove  its  lerd  i  die  otoe  op'ifca  K« 
fide  of  die  encnuice  to  the  baj»  and  in  the  ctmmtf  of  Raft, 
tbe  odier  on  die  S*  fide  in  die  couiitj  asid  parifli  of  Gmnmitjf 
The  body  of  prater  betaireen  the  Sators,  is  about  a  mile  ifsid  a 
half  in  breadth,  and  fbrms  the  grand  entrance  to  the  b^  of 
Crofaarty  *•     There  is  the  fineft  anchorage  gfoond  that  can 
be  (after  pafiing  the  Sutors)  for  ievexnl  miles  up  die  bay. 
There  is  a  vaft  depth  of  water,  on  both  fides,  dmoft  dofe  to 
die  fliore ;  and  fuch  withal  is  the  fsvonrable  and  finooth  fiate 
of  the  fliore,  on  both  fides,  that  were  a  veflcl  driven  froin 
her  cables,  and  caft  aihore,  diere  would  be  litdeor  noda- 
HMge  incurred ;  fiich  inflances  feldoin  happen,  and  withont 
any  material  injury  to  the  vefleL    Such  is  die  vaft  exaeiit  of 
fea-reem  in  this  bay,  and  fnch  the  capadona  defiffripdoo  of 
its  length*  depth,  and  breadth,  that  almoft  die  whole  Britiib 
Navy  might,  with  the  greateft  faftty,  ride  within  die  view 
of  this  place.     Accordingly,  it  is  remarkable,  that  in  a^l  vio- 
lent eafierly  ftormS|  when  no  vefle}  can  venture  to  locdc  into 
any  porf  of  the  £.  coaft  of  Scotland  from  die  Fridi  of  Fonh 
northwards,  all  veficis,  thus  fituated,  flo^  into  this  bay  as  a 
place  of  fafety.     Upwards  of  30  veflels,  at  a  time,  have  re- 
peatedly been  driven  up  here,  and  found  ihelterfrom  the 
iten^.    Thf  re  ^vas  a  moft  commodious  quay  built  here,  in 

die 

e  Th«  etymplogy  9f  the  etme  Sutor.-is  uncertaio.  In  %  carioni,  tbougli 
wbianficftl  produ^on,  written  by  Sir  Thoonu  Urquhart  of  CrooiArty,  it  i^  a£| 
ferted,  I  know  not  upon  what  aothority,  that  tbefe  profflontories  were  named 
hj  the  Greeks  ifiyi,  «n4  that,  from  tbi«  they  retain  the  name  Sutots.  Other 
derivations  might  be  fought  out,  but  fo  fanciful  as  fcarcc  to  merit  notice,  as  in- 
deed there  is  great  fcope  for  imagination  on  fuch  fubjedls.  Sir  Thomas  Ur- 
qtthart*8  account  of  the  matter,  fo  far  accords  with  the  defcription  of  the  bay 
of  Cromarty,  that  when  a  yeilel,  of  whateyer  fize  or  burden,  and  m  the  moft 
boifterous  ftprra  that  blows,  ^ets  once  fairly  within  the  Sutors,  there  is  no 
fkfer  riding  in  the  world.  Other  caufes,  however,  confpire  to  entitle  this  bay 
to  the  name  of  fortus  Salutis,  as  Buchanan  terms  it. 
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fh«  yeut  tj^Sf  pf^7  ^  ^c  expeiife  o/  ^oVettimtot,  anl 
pvtfy  that  of  Mr.  George  Rof9  late  ptoprietor  of  the  eftate 
of  Crooaartj ;  it  redei^es  vei&ls  of  350  Cons  -bttrden^  and  fur* 
niifaes  a  fmooth  landing  place  for  the  ferry-boat,  in  the  moft 
boiftei oas  weather.  The  prefeat  proprietor  of  the  laads  of 
Groxnartj,  in  doncurrence  with  the  other  truftees  who  are 
appointed^  hy  afi  of  parliament,  to  attend  to  the  fupport  of 
the  quay,  have  it  in  cdntemplatton,  to  build  a  pier  upon  the 
oppofite  ihore,  in  order  to  procure  a  fmooth  landing  to  the 
ferry-boat  upon  the  Rofs-(hire  fide.  Such  a  fcheme^  when 
carried  into  execution,  will  be  greatly  in  favour  of  thia 
place,  infomnoh,  that  fcarce  any  weather  will  prevent  the 
conrfe  of  the  ferry-boat,  between  the  two  counties  of  Rofs 
and  Cromarty4  The  lafety  of  this  ferry  miay  be  judged  of^ 
when  no  accident  has  been  known  to  hate  happened  upon  it 
in  the  memory  6f  man^ 

Populaiioni  Sec. — ^According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  repoft,  the 
population  in  1^755,  was  2096.  'f  he  prefent  incumbent  finiih^ 
ed  a  furvey  of  the  population  of  the  parifh  on  the  xft  day  of 
April  17*90,  finee  which  time  no  sdteration  as  to  number  has 
taken  place.  The  number  of  fouls  in  the  country  part  of 
the  parifh,  amounts  to  727,  and  in  the  town^  to  1457,  mak-^ 
ing  in  all  1x84.  There  was  a  lift  of  the  inhabitants  in  the 
country,  taken  by  the  former  incumbent  in  the  year  1785^ 
from  which  it  appears,  that  there  if  a  decreafe  of  abottt  40 
fince  that  period  ;  this,  probably,  has  been  ocdsdioned  by  fe-^ 
teral  fmall  farm^  being  joined  into  larger,  though,  upon  the. 
whole,  no  great  change,  of  this  nature,  has  takc.n  place  in 
this  paxiib  ;  another  oaufe,  is  the  emigration  of  labourers  to 
the  fouth  country,  fome  of  whom  do^oc  agaiu  return.  The^ 
iufaibita&ts  of  the  town  have,  without  doubt,  increafed  con^ 
fiderably  witiun  thefe  laft  18  years,  which' has  been  oecafion- 

li  a  ed 
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ed  by  the  exteofive  ma&afi»S:are  of  hemp^  erefted  here  \ff 
the  late  Mr.  George  Rod.  The  number  of  males  in  eke  p*- 
riih  amooats  to  loao^  the  nomber  of  lemalea  to  1164. 

Abstract  of  Baptisms^  &c.  /or  tht  Iqfl  Syears^ 

Yean,      fiaptiimt.      Maniijet.       Bmdals. 


1784 

56 

9 

29 

1785 

59 

»5 

51 

1786 

61 

xo 

30 

1787 

S$ 

«4 

a6 

1788 

59 

xa 

3* 

1789 

61 

xe 

a8 

2790 

47 

11 

«7 

1791 

41 

9 

47 

440  91  276 

Yearly  average  55  11  34 

Souls  under  10  years,       488     From  50  to  70,       .        333 
From  10  to  20,        -        458     Above  70,  and  not  ex« 
From  20  to  5c,        -         868         ceeding  87,  •  47 

The  above  ftate  of  ages,  though  not  perfedly  ezad^  will 
be  found  not  far  from^the  truth.  The  number  of  farmers  in 
the  parifli  may  amount  to  50,  There  may  be  about  800  cattle 
which  are,  in  general,  of  a  fuperior  kind :  the  number  of 
horfes  may  amount  to  3OC9  and  of  fheep  to  600. 

Number  of  Acres^  Improvements^  &c.-i--There  was  a  fur- 
vey  of  the  eftate  of  Cromarty  taken  by  the  lat^  Mr.  George 
Rois  \  as  alfo^  of  the  eftate  of  Udal  by  Mr.  Anderfon  the 
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prelent  proprietor,  and  accurate  maps  of  both  properties  made 
oat.  From  which  it  appears,  that  there  are,  in  all,  6343  acres, 
2  roods,  31  falls  ;  of  which  1639  acres,  2  roods,  35  falls,  are 
arable  ;  1832  acres,  I  rood,  7  falls^  in  plantation;  2871  acres, 
2  roods,  29  fisdls,  in  pafture  and  moor.    Here  it  will  be  pro* 
per  to  obferve,  that  few  pariihes  can  boaft  of  larger  fums 
having  been  laid  out  in  improvements  of  all  kinds,  than  were 
apfdied,  to  this  purpofe,  by  the  late  proprietor  of  the  eftate 
of  CrosQiarty,  whofe  memory  ihould  ever  be  held  in  eftima^ 
tion,  bj  the  inhabitants  of  this  place,  for  the  many  public 
fpiritedy  as  well  as  diiinterefted  fchemes  he  proje&ed  for  pro- 
moting the  welfare  of  the  place,  and  rendering  its  many  lo- 
cal advantages  produfiive  of  the  moft  extenfive  ufefolnels  ; 
and,  while  he  lived,  no  perfonal  expenfe  was  thought  too 
great  by  him,  which  might  be  fubfervient  to  carry  fuch  plans 
into  execution.     Upwards  of  50,000  L  was  laid  out  by  him, 
ia  endofures,  the  cultivation  of  a  vail  extent  of  moor  ground, 
and  other  improvements ;  good  crops  are  now  raifed,  where 
many  of  the  inhabitants  have  feen  nothing  but  bare  moox*. 
A  confideraUe  proportion  of  the  above  fum  was  applied  to- 
wards beautifying,  and  enlarging  the  pleafure-grounds  around  ^ 
the  houfe  and  hill  of  Cromarty.  The  latter  is  covered  with  firs 
and  foreft  trees  of  all  kinds,  and  beautifully  interfperfed  with 
delightful  walks ;  the  grandeur  of  the  profpeft  from  many 
parts  of  this  hill,  or  fouth  Sutor,  is  beyond  defcription,  being 
enriched,  on  one  lide,  with  an  extenfive  view  of  the  Murray 
Frith,  the  whole  coaft,  with  which  it  is  lined ;  and,  on  the 
other,  it  takes  in  all  the  principal  gentlemen's  feats  in  the 
counties  of  Rofs  and  Cromarty,  including  the  bay,  which 
completes  the  richnefs  of  the  fcene,  and  confiitutes,  upon  the 
whole,  the  moft  beautiful  variety  of  land  and  water  that  is  to 
be  met  with  in  Britain.     Traveller^  of  the  firft  rank  and 
tafte  have  traverfed  the  hill,  and  fpoke  of  k$  beauties,  with 

admiration. 
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tdmtr&tion,  as  ezco«diag  any  thiag  ^ej  had  ever  lees  fbr 
gnmdeur  and  extent  of  profpe£b  *« 

Ltrnguage,  Manfters,  6cc. — ^The  language  of  all  born  and 
bred  in  this  parilh,  approaches  to  the  broad  Scotch,  diSeriiig, 
however,  from  the  diale£ls  fpoken  ia  Aberdeen  and  Morraj- 
fllire  ;  this  being  one  of  the  three  pari&es  in  the  ccmoties  of 
Rols  and  Cromartj,  in  which,  till  of  late  jears,  the  Gaelic 
language,  which  is  the  univerfal  language  in  the'  adjacent 
pariihes,  was  fcarce  ever  fpoken.  There  has  been  a  confi- 
derable  change,  of  late  jears,  in  this  refpeft,  among  the  in- 
habitants here ;  the  Gaelic  having  become  rather  more  pre- 
valent  than  ufualf.  There  is  a  very  genteel  fodetr,  in  this 
place,  eompofed  of  feveral  refpedable  and  good  families^  re- 
markaUe  for  fobrietj,  for  decency  and  propriety  of  oonduft, 
in  every  rcfpeft.  The#e  arc  alfo  in  the  cduntry  part  of  the 
parilh,  and  among  the  farmers,  feveral  judicious  heads  of 

£Eunilies 

•  Tke  crops  r»Ked  in  the  poriib,  are,  otts,  barley,  peiie,  vtrf  Uttle  vliett, 
poUtocs.  Oats  are  gcncnilljr  fo^^m  in  the  end  of  March  and  beginning  of  April; 
potatoes  and  pe&fe  in  the  month  of  April,  and  barley  in  the  month  of  Maj. 
Barley  harvcd  begins,  in  general,  about  the  middle  of  Augul^,  other  crops  are 
roaped  in  September  The  paridi  finds  confumption  fbr  the  greater  purt  of  tlie 
vi^tl  ratfed  among  us.  Some  indeed  is  exported  to  the  neighboariog  •couties 
but  in  no  great  quantities. 

f  This  change  has  been  partly  occalioned  by  the  great  namber  of  labourers 
from  other  quarters  of  the  country,  cmployrd  in  carrying  on  Mr.  Rofs^s  im- 
provements ;  many  of  whMn  took  op  their  refideace  in  the  place ;  ^e  nmnber 
of  (iich  labourers  may  be  judged  o^  from  this  c&cumfiance,  that  io  one  year, 
there  was  known  to  be  no  lefsa  fam  than  xoool.  uiftributed  atrikong  them  at  6d. 
a-day.  What  makes  the  Gaelic  language  now  have  any  footing,  is  the  efta- 
bliOiment  of  the  manufacture,  which  has  coil?c1ed  many  inhabitants  to  the 
place,  who  never  knew  any  other  than  the  daeitc  tongue.  It  is  to  be  dbfcrvti 
in  general^  that  the  Gaelic  is  whoUy  confined  to  thcfs  wha  bavt  fetHcd  here 
from  the  neighbouring  parlHies;  It  irr^vorthy  oF  notice,  that  then  is  a  fisculiar 
fimame,  Muftard,  among  the  people  here,  not  cocinion  elfewhrre. 
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bauiitM  vho  eoodoft  tbonfdhFes,  througli  life,  ia  m  booeft 
and  induftrioas  xQanner,  suid  pofle&  a  degree  of  civility  «ii4 
difcreticm,  aot  always  to  be  met  with  among  people  of  their 
ftation.  A  regard  to  religion,  and  the  duties  of  public  wor«* 
ihip9  form  a  leading  part  of  the  chara&er  pf  all  ranks  in  this 
pariifa.  and  among  many,  the  duties  of  morality  are  happily 
coDJoined  to  give  confiftenpy  and  beauty  to  their  religious  pro- 

Rentp  Proprutors,  &c.— The  valued  rent  of  the  pariih  is 
9579 L  178.  ad.  Scots.  The  grols  rent  in  vidual  and  money 
will  be  little  ihort  of  1600  L  It  is  here  worthy  of  notice, 
that  there  has  been  no  rife  of  rent,  in  this  parifb,  e^ept  about 
the  town,  for  a  long  courfe  of  years  ;  and  the  tenants  have 
an  advantage,  not  now  very  general,  by  having  a  third  part 
of  their  rent  converted  at  10  s.  the  boll ;  the  confequence  of 
which  is,  that  thofe  of  them  who  are  fober,  keep  decent  fa- 
miliesy  and  live  comfortably.  The  lands  about  the  town  are 
let  at  a  1.  the  acre,  and  are  all  enclofed.  Scarcely  any  of  the 
eonatry  farms  are  enclofed ;  they  are  let,  at  an  average,  from 
lis,  to  159.  the  acre*     In  the  year  1763,  the  property  of 

this 

*  Tht  pTUicipml  exception  to  this  latter  obferyation,  is  «  habit  of  dmnkefw 
ccfs  vhich  has  locg  been  prevalent  among  the  lower  claflTes  in  this  place.  The 
hte  piofnetor,  faw  the  fad  conCequences,  with  which  the  intemperate  nfe  of 
ffiriioos  liquors  was  daily  attended  in  the  above  clafs  of  people,  and  to  check 
tbe  evil,  as  far  as  io  him  lay,  did  ertSt  a  very  eztenfive  brewery  in  the  place 
to  fimiib  the  inhabitants,  at  an  eafy  rate,  with  a  wholefomer  and  Icls  nosious 
lifior;  but  the  cKeapnefs  of  fpirits  has  totally  aboliOied  the  ufe  of  beer  «- 
«Mg  the  lower  ranks ;  fcarce  a  gallon  of  the  latter  is  drank  among  them  in 
tbe  week,  while  too  many  have  run  into  the  exceifive  and  pernicious  u&  of  the 
fbnaer.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  the  late  wife  commutation,  which 
tuaien  tht  tax  from  coalt  to  fpiritous  liquors,  will  faperftde  the  neceiSty  in 
tbe  people,  of  having  recourfc  fo  much  to  what  heated  them  internally,  by  af« 
fording  them  more  eafy  acccft  to  comfortable  heat  of  an  extenud  nature. 
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this  jNtriih  was  divided  among  18  or  20  diftrent  proprieton, 
TUe  principal  heritor,  at  that  time,  was  Captain  John  Ur- 
quhart,  who  was  a  branch  of  the  old  familj  of  the  Urquharts 
of  Gromartj ;  a  lineal  defoent  of  which,  from  Adam,  has 
been  whimfically  attempted,  by  Sir  Thomas^Urquhart,  who 
reprefented  the  familj  of  Urqnhart  about  the  middle  o£  the 
Z7tli  centurj  *•  There  are  new  but  8  proprietors  in  the  pa- 
rifii,  except  the  Lairds  of  Cromartj  and  Udal.  the  property 
of  all  the  reft  put  together  is  but  trifling.  The  former,  re* 
fides  conftantlj  ia  England,  the  latter,  lives  upon  his  proper- 
ty. It  is  wbrthj  of  remark,  that  the  eftate  of  Udal  has  been 
in  pofleflion  of  the  fame  familj  for  a  period  of  aoo  jean. 
The  prefent  proprietor,  Mr.  Anderfon,  has  planted  a  confi«i 
derable  extent  of  it  with  firs  and  foreft  tr^es,  which  come  a^ 
rerj  wellt 

. 

EccleJiqflUal  State^  Stipend^  Poor.— There  are  two  clergy. 
men  in  the  parifh ;  the  parifli  minifter,  and  the  minifier  of 
the  Gaelic  Chapel.  There  was  no  Gaelic  preached  in  this 
pUce,  until  the  eredion  of  the  chapel ;  and  the  priiicipal  rea- 
fon  of  introducing  it  wai,  for  the  accommodation  of  Mr. 
Kols's  numerous  labourers,  and  others  who  came  from  the 

neighbouriDg 
I 

•  The  property  of  this  family  was  once  very  extenfive  in  the  county  of  Cro-  < 
fliarty,  and  comprehended  much  more  than  what  ij  now  called  the  eftate  d 
Cromarty.  Sir  John  Urquhart,  who  died  about  the  year  1659,  left  hisafiain  | 
in  great  diforder,  which  obliged  his  fon  Jonathan  to  brbg  the  eilate  to  fale 
The  purchafcr  was  George  M*Kenzie,  Vifcount  of  Tarbat,  afterward  JSari  of 
Cromarty,  being  the  firft  who  bore  that  title.  The  Earl  of  Cromarty  gave  tbe 
eftate  to  his  ad  fon  Sir  Kenneth  AfKenzie.  Sir  Kenneth  was  fucceeded  bj  b/i 
fon  Sir  George,  and  fliortly  before  his  death,  the  eftate  was  brought  to  a  judicial 
fale,  and  purchafed  by  the  above  mentioned  Captain  Urquhart  of  Crai|ffton. 
By  him  it  was  fold  to  Mr.  William  Pultney,  who  made  fale  of  it  to  Mr.  George 
Rofs,  the  late  proprietor,  and  whofe  nephew,  Mr.  Alexander  Kofs,  is  now  pro^ 
prietor  of  moft  of  the  lands  in  the  parifli. 
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'fieighb^urilig  plrKhes  to  the  manu&fture  of  hemp.  Accord-i 
ingly,  the  plaCe  of  worfliip  was  buih  folelj  at  the  expenfe  of 
Mr.  George  B.ofs,  in  the  year  1783  ;  and  he  obtained  a  grant 
from  the  Exchequer  of  50 1.,  paid  annually  from  the  bifhop 
rents,  as  a  living  to  the  Gaelic  minifter.  The  manfe  under- 
ivent  a  partial  repair;  at  the  admiflion  of  the  prefent  incum«- 
bcjity  and  is  a  good  fubftantial  houfe.  The  church  was  roof- 
ed anew,  in  the  late  incumbent's  time  ;  the  old  roof,  at  that 
time,  taken  off,  was  alT  of  oak,  faid  to  have  been  cut  down 
from  the  hill  of  Cromartj,  upwards  of  140  years  before. 
The  living  was  augmented  by  the  Court  of  Teinds,  during 
theit  laft  feffion,  having  got  an  increafe  of  28I.  13s.  7d.  Ster- 
ling. The  ftate  of  the  living  now  ftands^  as  follows  :  8  chal- 
ders  of  viAual,  and  381.  8  s.  Sterling  of  money.  The  glebe 
may  b#  valued  at  I2l.  a-year.  The  Crown  is  patron  both  of 
the  pari(h  church  and  the  Gaelic— -The  number  of  poor,  up- 
on the  town's  roll,  amounts  to  77^  and  upon  the  country's^ 
tb  33>  making  in  all  no.  The  funds,  for  their  relief^  are  as 
follow :  In  meal  there  are  9  bolls,  6i  pecks^  payable  from 
mortified  lands  left  for  the  behoof  of  the  poor  138  years  ago^ 
by  one  M'Culloch  of  Good-tree.  Along  with  this,  there  is 
the  annual  intereft  of  iiol.  Sterling,  of  a  fund  ;,  five  guineas 
given  annually^  for  a  courfe  of  years  back,  by  a  Lady  for- 
merly connefted  with  this  place,  and  about  4 1.  Sterling  an- 
nually, of  feat  rents.  The  weekly  contributions^  at  both 
congregations,  have  confiderably  increafed  within  the  two  lafl 
years,  and  may  be  aftimated  annually,  between  30L  and  40!. 
Sterling ;  fo  that  between  meal  and  money,  there  will  be  a 
fum  amounting  to  60 1.  Sterling  annually,  for  the  above  n^m^ 
ber  of  tw>or,  which  is  diftributed  among  them,  in  two  parts^ 
at  thofe  feafons  of  the  year^  when  the  necefiaries  of  life  are 
purchafed  at  the  eafieft  rate.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 
is  the  year  1783^  there  was  upwards  of  30L  Sterling  col« 
Vol.  XII.  Kk  leded 
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lefted  iti  one  day's  time,  in  this  fmall  place,  tok  the  feCef t# 
the  deftitute.  Several  of  the  tenants  ftill  Tpeak  of  tfa^  fbel« 
feg  the  hard  effeds  of  that  and  the  precedliig  jear* 

Manufa&un.^^'XYit  Cromarty  hempen  cloth  manttfafiUTt 
was  erefted  in  1773  ^7  *^  ^*^*  proprietor,  and  feverd  6thet 
country  gentlemen,  and  is  now  carried  on  by  a  company  of 
merchants  in  London.  The  fabricks,  which  are  chiefly  de« 
figned  for  cotton  and  coal  bagging,  are,  in  general,  for  export* 
atiftn,  and  very  little  made  nfe  of  in  Scotland.  The  build* 
ings  for  this  bufinefs  are  krge  and  extenfive  beyond  any  for 
the  fame  pmrpofe  io  Britain.  Within  the  walls,  there  ate  %m 
bout  100  people  employed «  men,  women*  and  children  $  a* 
mong  whom  there  is  a  weekly  circulation  (exdufive  of  ovcrw 
feer's  wages,  and  incidental  expenfes)  of  about  37  L  Sterling  % 
to  thofe  who  fptn  in  their  own  honfes  in  town  and  parifli^ 
there  is  a  weekly  circulation  of  4 1.  To  thofe  who  fpin  iA 
the  adjacent  parifhesv  there  is  m  weekly  circulation  of  9  L 
Sterling,  making  in  all  the  fum  of  jO  1.  Sterling,  circulated 
Weekly  over  the  country  from  this  maoufaftnre,  or  1660 1« 
Sterling  annually. 

Antiquitief^^^hmnti^  thefe  is  to  be  nUentionetf,  the  oU 
eaftle  of  Cromarty,  which  (lood  hard  by  where  the  prefent 
houfe  is  built,  but  came  nearer  to  the  flope  of  the  bank:  it 
was  pulled  down  by  the  late  proprietor,  in  the  year  X^^%l 
and  fcveral  urns  were  dug  o\it  of  the  bsmk,  immediately  a« 
^ound  the  callle,  eompofed  of  earthen  ware ;  there  were  alfo 
iisveral  coffins  of  (tone.  Tlie  urns  were  placed  in  flags  of  ftone,' 
which  formed  a  fquare  asound  them, and  a flagcovered'  them  ; 
inrhen  the  labourers  touched  thefe-  urns,  they  immediately 
mouldered  away,  nor  was  it  poffible  to  get  up  ot^e  of  them 
entire  r  they  contained  the  stmains  of  dead  bodies,  which 

Cbemed 
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to  liaTe  been  burnt  ahnoft  to  alhes,  before  tbey  weiy 
|mt  into  the  urns  \  feme  fmall  parts  61  the  bones,  which  wcr^ 
not  reduced  to  aihes,  had  the  appearance  of  having  been  bumc^ 
I17  which  means  rhej  were  prcferye4  from  mouldering.  Thr 
coffins  of  flone  contained  fkeletons,  fome  of  which  wanted 
the  head  :  Othei^s  having  it,  were  of  a  very  uncommon  fizq, 
gneafurxng  7  feet  in  length.  On  g  bank,  to  the  £.  of  Cro^- 
varty  Hoafe,  there  (land  the  remi^ns  of  a  place  of  woirflupf 
called  St.  Regulus's  Cbapel,  probably  it  was  ^he  fn^oiily  cha- 
pel of  the  Urquharts.  From  an  ancient  r^ordf  the  fubjoi^e^ 
account  of  St.  Regulus  is  taken  *• 

About  3  miles  to  the  S.  of  thisplace^  tl^ere  14  a  very  dif« 
tioA  appearance  pf  a  csiinp  in  the  figure  of  an  oblqng  C^aar^ 
4bppofe4  10  bave  beeq  a  Paniih  camp.  A^  one  ^ornf  r  of  i^ 
there  15  the  appearance  of  a  number  of  graves,  which  makes 
it  probable  that  many  n|u4  have  fallen  in  fome  attaclj^  upon 
it*  It  is  generally  conjedured  that  tb<;  Panes  were  wont  to 
land  at  this  place,  and  th^t  the  inhabitant^  of  the  country  met 
^m  in  a  large  moor,  cftlled  Mullbuj,  wh^re  (hey  often 
feogbtf  as  grav^  arf  to  \^  traced  diftip^y,  fof  fe^era^  milest 

t  **  It  is  reported,  that  ooe  ]le|;ttlus,  a  OreciaOf  having.  In  purfoince  of  or« 
den  giiren  him  in  a  vifion,  put  out  to  Xea  in  company  with  fome  of  his  coUeagoc^ 
CaiT^g  the  arm-bone,  3  fin|;en,  and  3  toes  of  the  Apoftle  St.  Andrew  in  a  Ut- 
ile hoz ;  ^nd  after  they  had  long  fufiered  under  horrid  ftorxns  of  iU-weathei; 
eing  call  into  that  part  of  Fife,  now  called  St.  Andrew^  without  an/  thing 
failed  but  the  relicks,  Herguftus,  king  of  the  Pidls,  entertained  them  nobly,  and 
ft  their  Ae&tt^  ere^d  a  church,  which,  to  this  day^  bears  the  name  of  St.  Rule, 
from  Rega^ ;  upon  whom  that  prince  bellowed  his  own  palace,  with  lands 
adjfrfntr  This  is  faid  to  have  happened  about  the  7th  century."  Buchanan 
9\Sa  ijpeaks  of  the  fame  St.  Regulus,'  under  the  article  Tanum  ReguH  of  the  No- 
piendatura  Latino  Vcrnacylo.  It  is  not  improbable  that  fome  of  his  canqna 
f  cgnlar  were  placed  in  the  chapel  here,  as  they  had  been  in  the  cathedral  of  Su 
.^ndicw^s.    There  are.  the  remaiOK  of  another  chspel  in  the  country  part  of  Cl^i 
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in  difierent  parts  of  it.  About  a  mile  from  the  encainpinentf 
there  is  a  very  large  colledion  of  roond  ftones,  and  hard  hj 
it  a  fmaller  one  ^  fome  of  the  ftones  of  a  great  fixe^  which  maft 
liare  coft  great  laboar  in  gathering  it :  It  is  heyond  a  doubty 
that  thefe  (tones  were  collected  bj  the  people,  after  battles 
fought  in  the  moor,  in  order  to  cover  the  graves  of  their  he- 
roes and  chief  captains,  and  to  (land  as  monuments  upon  the 
ground  where  thej  laj :  what  ferves  to  confirm  this  account 
is,  that  fione-coffins  have  been  faund  on  the  fppt,  containing 
the  bones  of  fuch  heroes  *• 

Mifcettanexius  Oi/ervations. — There  is  a  confiderable  alte- 
ration in  the  drefs  of  the  people  of  late  jears.  Eogliih  cloths, 
and  thofe  of  Scotch  manufadure  are  now  much  worn  hy  all 
ranks,  and  printed  cottons  have  become  a  verj  general  drefe 
among  houfe-maids  and  others,  who  w^re  wont  to  be  clothed 
with  coarfe  woollen  ftuffs  of  home  roanufadure.  The  trade 
of  this  place  has  hitherto  been  but  very  infignificant,  notwith- 
^landing  of  its  manj^  and  fuperior  local  advantages.  All  the 
veflels  trading  from  London,  Leith,  and  Aberdeen,  to  the 
northern  counties,  generally  land  at  this  place  firft,  and  take 
their  departure  from  it  to  thele  different  quarters.   The  qaan-* 

-  *  •  rity 

*  Sir  Tboouu  XTrquhart*s  account  of  this  ipattcT  is  to  the  following  porpofe, 
JeaTtng  it  to  the  reader  to  give  it  what  credit  he  may  think  fit.  Speaking  in 
hh  genealogical  table  of  Ailioremon  one  of  the  forefathers  of  the  Urquhart  fiu 
nily,  and  whom  he  makes  grandfon  of  Alcibiades  the  Athenian ;  he  goes  on  to 
obfervc,  ••  That  in  the  year  before  Chrift  3^1,  this  Aftioremon,  by  killing  the 
ontlandi(h  king  Ethus,  firft  king  of  the  Pi^s,  in  a  duel,  before  the  face  of  both 
armies,  gained  the  grc€t  battle  of  Famua,  fought  within  a  mile  of  Cromarty  : 
the  relicks  of  that  ftranger  king's  trenches,  head  quarters  and  caflramentation  of 
his  whole  army  being,  to  this  day,  confpicuous  to  all  that  pais  by."  Thus  iar 
Sir  Thomas.  WTiatcver  be  in  this  account,  the  farm  town  whicli,  according  to 
him,  gave  name  to  the  battle,  is  ftili  called  Famafs,  and  is  within  a  few  gun. 
Ihots  of  where  the  encampment  waSi 
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tity  of  j(opds  lanjled  for  this  place^  is  proportionally  fmall  \ 
bat  there  is  a  great  increafe  in  the  quantitj  fent  to  other  quar« 
ten  around*  of  late  jears.  The  London  traders  alone  annaal* 
Ij  carry  to  the  ioj\i  northern  coapties,  yalue  to  th^  amount  qf 
at  kail  100,000 1.  Sterling  *• 


NUM. 


9  Tliere  is  a  cuftom-lioufe  boat  ftationed  here,  having  a  mafter  and  fix  mea 
under  his  command;  from  all  I  can  Icani,  ijnuggling  in  theCe  quarters  is  knock- 
ed  to  the  head.  It  would  be  wrong  to  onit  mentioning  here,  a  grievance  mvcli 
and  juiUy  coiqplained  of;  it  is  Ihortlj  thif :  That  the  officers  of  t)ie  cnftoms  here 
are  inftm^ed  from  the  Cfiftom*houfe,  to  (top  all  boats  freighted  with  vidnal, 
however  fmall  the  quantity,  unleis  a  regular  clearance  or  permit  for  fnch  boat 
is  rent  for  and  obtained  from  the  caftom^houfe  at  Invemels.  FVom  this  prac- 
tice,  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  who  nay  have  occaiion  to  fend  bat  %% 
boUs  of  barley  acnrfs  the  Frith,  up  to  Invemeis,  or  any  of  the  neighbouring 
creeks,  are  under  the  unaccountable  hardlhip  of  detaining  their  boat  until  the 
return  of  an  ezprefs  from  Inveme{%  which  lic|  30  miles  diftance  from  many 
qositen  of  the  country ;  and  even  from  this  place;  the  ezpettCe  incurred  by  fuch 
a  procedure,  including  the  officer's  fees,  which  amount  to  lis.  or  las.,  and 
psfiog  the  eaprels,  will  be  nothing  fliort  of  16  s.  or  18  s.  This  is  ravptionedv 
that  the  grievance,  if  not  fardtioned  by  law,  as  is  ilroiigly  fhfpe^e^  may  V^ 
(becked,  and  a  ftop  put  to  any  longer  continuance  of  iu 
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UNITED  PARISHES  or  KTLMUIH  WESTEI^ 
4N0  SUODY. 


(GOWTT  AND  StVOD  PF  Rof S»  FRESTtTSRT  Of  QuiTOIIftr.) 

S/  thi  Riv.  Mr,  RoBfitfOK  Mlkifzte* 


ifame^  Efftm^  CKmath  SpU^  ^f^ 

IT^ILMUIK  is  a  Gaelic  name,  fignifjing  **  acharch  dedicate^ 
*^  to  Mary:"  it  has  Wcftcr  affiled  to  it,  todiftioguiih  it 
from  a  pariih  of  the  name  of  Kilmuir,  fituated  in  Rafter  Rofsi 
iKrithin  6  miles  of  Taiii|  which  is  near  the  eztrqnity  of  this 
county.  Suddj  is  a  Gaelic  namealfo,  that  figntfies  *'  a  good 
**  place  to  fettle  in,**  both  from  its  fertility  and  local  fituation* 
The  kirk  and  manfe  of  Kilmuir  were  built  on  the  S.  fide  of 
this  parifli,  dofe  by  that  branch  of  the  Mnrray  Friths  leading 
towards  Beauly,  coqnmanding  a  view  of  the  town  of  loTemefs, 
the  place  of  Culloden,  Fort- George,  and  all  the  way  aloog 
that  Goaft  to  the  town  of  Forrer;  and  for  a  beautifol  fitua« 

tioi^ 
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doQ  was  inferior  to  no  t>lace  In  this  country.  The  kirk  and 
Bianfe  of  Suddj  were  built  to  the  N.  fide  of  the  pariih,  in  the 
heart  of  a  rich  and  fertil.e  country  *.  This  pariih,  which 
iKn^  goes  commonly  by  the  name  of  Knockbain,  (from  the 
kirk  and  manfe  being  built  on  a  fpot  of  ground  of  that  name), 
is  rattier  irregnlar  in  its  form,  being  dirided  by  a  branch  of 
tiie  Murray  Frith  that  goes  toward  Beauly,  called  the  Bay 
of  Moidochy*  It  is  alfo  covered  on  the  N.  and  N.  W.  by  a 
{«rt  of  the  parifh  of  Killearnan,  for  at  lead  2  Englifh  miles* 
its  length  from  £.  to  W.  is  fuppofed  to  be  from  5  to  6  miles, 
and  from  S.  to  N.  from  6  to  7.  The  air  is  clear  and  falubri« 
cms,  which  is  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  the  immenfe  quan-  * 
kity  ^  open  country  and  moors,  which  ftill  lie  uncultivated 

in 


*  TWe  t#o  ptHlhes^  tOgetlteT  with  the  parifh  of  Ktllearnan,  were  united  ia 
4e  year  I75<S,  at  the  joint  requeft  and  application  of  all  the  heritors,  (except 
Idr.  M*K.eDzie  of  Suddy),  and  of  the  3  incumbents^  viz.  Mr.  Donald  Frafer  of 
KiUeaman,  Mr.  Miiaro  of  Suddy,  and  Mr.  Robert  Muoro  of  Kilmuir,  to  the 
Lords  of  Conocil  and  Seffion,  aa  coduniffioners  for  the  plantation  of  kirks  and  va» 
loatioii  of  feinds:  and  upon  the  death  of  the  oainifter  of  Snddy,  which  happened 
ID  17^  the  kiik  and  manfe  of  the  united  parishes  of  Kilmuir  and  Suddy  were 
huih  upon  a  bleak  and  barren  moor,  to  the  S.  jBde  of  Munlochy,  called,  hy  way 
of  burlefcjoe,  Knockbaia,  where  it  had  a  glebe  affixed  to  it  of  confiderable  ex- 
tenr.  but  of  little  value.  This  place,  ao  doubt,  was  chofen  for  tht  accommodiu 
tion  of  the  parilhtoners  being  centrical ;  but  with  little  regard  to  the  mlnifter's 
comibrt  or  advantage.  The  (Upend  of  the  three  pariihes  was  equally  divided 
to  the  death  of  Mr.  Monro  of  Suddy,  which  happened  May  17^2,  between  the 
Dinifter  of  Killearnan,  and  the  minifter  of  the  united  pariihes,  and  a  confider- 
tble  part  of  Uie  pariih  of  Kilmuir,  and  a  fmall  part  of  the  parifli  of  Suddy,  were 
annexed  to  the  pariih  of  KiUearaan,  and  a  part  of  the  parilh  of  Killearnan  was 
wasdbjeiDed  from  it,  and  annexed  to  the  united  pariHi  of  Kilmuir  and  Suddy. 
One  thing  worthy  of  remark  in  this  divifion  of  the  pariihes,  is,  that  in  order  to 
mke  the  ftipends  equal,  there  is  from  one  town,  Weiler-KeiTock,  8  bolls  of  ftr. 
pend  payable  to  the  miniitor  of  Killearnan,  although,  the  minifter  of  the  united 
pirJi  is  obliged  to  perform  every  part  of  the  paAoral*  office  quoai  facra,  and 
the  inhabitaal^of  the  town  apcomoMdated  with  room  in  the  church  of  the  u- 
aitedpaiiihi 
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ill  this  pandi,  and  to  there  being  no  high  mouiitalnSy  nor  an] 
large  tracks  of  wood  to  prevent  the  free  circulation  of  th* 
air.  The  inhabitants  are  healthy,  and  fubjed  to  no  difeafes 
but  fuch  as  are  peculiar  to  their  neighbours  *•  The  naturi 
of  the  cultivated  foil  is  various  ;  that  along  the  foa  ooaft  L 
thin  and  ftonj,  but,  when  properly  cultivated,  yields  goo( 
crops  of  grafs  and  com,  efpecially  if  the  fummer  months  b< 
moift  and  rainy;  that  in  the  middle  of  the  parifh  is  deep^ricfa, 
and  having  a  clay  bottom,  produces  luxuriant  crops  on  fodi 
farms  as  are  kept  in  a  good  fiate  of  culture  :  as  it  extends  to* 
ward  the  MuUbuy,  (a  long  track  of  common,  extending  from 
Cromarty  to  the  public  road  leading  from  Beauly  to  Diog' 
wall,  and  covering  a  coniiderable  part  of  this  pariih  to  the  N.) 
the  foil,  though  good,  from  its  high  fituation,  is  cold ;  and 
though  it  yields  tolerable  crops  of  oats  and  peafe,  the  barley 
crops  are  generally  poor,  owing,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  the 
wetncfs  of  the  ground,  and  no  drains  nor  fences  being  made  to 
carry  off  the  hill- waters,  or  (halter  the  fields,  ezceptidg  on  the 
heritor's  mains,  as  alfo  from  the  people's  not  giving  it  a  faf- 
ficient  quantity  of  good  and  rich  manure.  This  pariih,  not« 
withftanding,  yields  a  much  greater  quantity  of  grain  than  is 
fufficient  to  fupport  the  inhabitants  ;  and  from  the  grain's  be- 
ing always  early  fown,  and  as  early  gathered  in  at  harveft, 
it  is  found  to  be  of  a  fuperior  quality  for  the  brewer,  the  dii'- 
tiller,  and  mealmonger,  and  being  in  the  dofe  neighbourhood 

of 

*  The  fmall-poz  generally  makes  dreadful  havock  among  the  cliildreo ;  vd 
tMs  is  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  the  averfion  the  common  people  have  at  t»^ 
culation,  which,  I  am  told,  has  neiccr  been  pradlifed  here,  but  by  the  gentle- 
men, and  fuch  tf  their  dependents  as  have  been  prevailed  upon,  by  eamaft  per- 
fuafion  and  entreaty,  to  permit  their  children  to  be  inoculated ;  however,  it  is 
to  be  exped^ed,  that  as  the  people  become  a  littte  more  acquainted  with  this 
happy  mean,  which  has  already  faved  the  lives  of  thoufands,  and  fee  its  falutarf 
rfTe^s,  that  they  may  be  brought  to  yield  to  the  pra^Ucc  of  il»  and  fo  fave  tbi 
lives  of  their  own  young  ones. 
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of  the  town  of  Invemefs,  it  is  always  fufo^of  a  readjr  market ; 
the  whole  of  the  harveft  laft  jear^  though  late  all  over  Eng- 
land  and  Scotland,  was  fafeljr  ingathered  in  this  pariih  before 
the  ifl  of  Odober,  although  ezpofed  in  fome  of  ^e  neigh- 
bouring pariftes  till  the  mididle  of  November. 

Population. — ^According  to  Dr.  Webfter^s  report,  the  po- 
pulation in  1755  was  668.  The  number  of  fouls  at  prefent 
in  this  pari&  is  1B05  :  of  thefe  there  are  above  the  age  of  xo 
years  15  5  5,  and  bdow  10  years  450 ;  of  which  there  are  males 
704,  females  xiox  :  of  the  above  704,  there  are  341  above  the 
age  of  15.  Number  of  marriages  ii|  1791,— 17  ;  in  1792, — 
to.  Births  in  X79X, — 41 ;  in  1792, — 45  f.  The  number  of 
tenants  is  xo6,  cottagers  and  mealers  404  ;  of  thefe  there  is 
X  merchant,  6a  widows,  xj  widowers,  49fhoe  and  brog-maL* 
ersy  5  fmith3f  X7  fquare  and  cart-wrights  and  millers,  xx 
maiden  lades  keeping  houfe,  3  bachelors  keeping  houfe,  4< 
weavers,  x8  tailors,  1  fiddler,  4  pipers,  3  gardeners,  x  ezcife- 
man,  9  whiiky  fellers,  x  regular  inn  at  Keflbckferry,  6  diftil- 
iers  of  whiiky,  x^  ferry,  with  a  fuffid^t  number  of  boatmen. 

Vol.  XIL     '  L  1  This 

f  There  are  n^aoy  tnore  children  born  in  thip  pariih  th%n  the  nwnber  con*, 
tatned  in  this  report,  fuch  as  are  baptized  by  the  Epifcopal  clergymen,  and  the 
names  of  thofe  children  aie  not  engroffed  in  the  parifh  regifter ;  and,  I  fuppofe, 
they  keep  no  regifter  of  their  owo,  io  that  the  number  cannot  be  afcertaine^ 
with  any  degree  of  cxaAnefs,  but  may  be  foppofed  at  xo.  No  account  at  all 
can  be  jp^n  of  the  number  of  deaths  in  this  pariih,  as  ther^  is  no  regifter  of  bn- 
rials  kept,  befldes,  that  mat  •  ^f  the  inhabitants  bury  in  the  neighbouring  church • 
yards,  although  there  be  two  burial  places  in  this  fame  pariih,  one  at  Snddy* 
and  one  at  Kilmuir.  The  people  of  this  pari(h,  in  general,  are  healthy,  though 
liOt  long  lived.  There  are  fewinftances  of  men^s  arriving  at  the  age  of  So  yests; 
and  this  may  be  owing  to  their  beivg  inured  to  bard  labour  from  their  youth, 
from  their  eating  little  or  none  of  butcher  meat,  and  but  very  little  milk ;  the 
priocipal  food  of  the  common  people  being  oatmeal  and  potatoes,  with  a  little 
fifik  in  the  fiibing  (eaCon.  There  are  a  few  women  now  living  in  tliis  pariih,  whq 
have  attained  to  the  age  of  ^o  yea^s. 
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Jhifl  fcrrj  it  tht  prapert j  of  Mr*  Grant  of  Redctftk,  wbo  u 
to  buil4  *  pier  and  an  inn,  and  ftables  at  the  ferrj^  for  tbc  ao 
Qomm6dation  of  the  public,  which,  with  proper  boats,  will 
coft  between  700 1,  and  800 1.  Sterling. 

The  population  of  this  pariih  has,  of  late  years,  confider- 
ablj  increafed  ;  and  this  is  to  be  chiefly  attributed  to  the  en- 
courageinent  given  by  the  family  of  ^ilcqy  to  mealers  and 
cottagers  on  that  eftate.  This  plan  was  originally  adopted  by 
Mrs.  M'Kenzie  Dowager  of  Kilcoy,  dpring  the  minority  of 
bet  fon,  and  cerried  on  with  fpirit  and  fuccefs  j  and  as  there 
is  ftiU  a  coniiderable  quantity  of  wafte  Jand^  in  his  property, 
fhat  is  fit  fc^  culture,  be  continues  to  encourage  thefe  new 
fettlers  upon  liberal  and  advantageous  terms  both  to  himfelf 
ttd  tbem  *• 

RitU^  MtriarSf  He. — The  valued  rent  is  3145L  xt  s.  2d« 
Scots,  and  the  real  rent,  including  tht  heritor's  mains,  may 
be  eftimated  at  adoo  1.  Sterling,  fome  of  which  is  paid  in  kind, 
fttch  as  barley  and  oat-meal,  the  reft  in  money.  Indeed,  the 
gentlemen  are  converting  all  their  rents  into  money,  all  the 
cnftoms,  carriages,  and  fervices  being  converted  fome  time 
ago,  I  think,  at  the  rate  of  1 1.  Sterling  for  every  boll  of  old 
rent,  and  now  only  aflefs  the  tenants  with  as  much  vidualas 
pays  the  clergyman's  flipend.  There  are  8  heritors  in  this 
pariih,  ^  of  whom  have  their  manfion-houfes  in  it,  and  re- 
fide  in  them,  except  Colonel  Graham  of  Dryney,  who  is  with 
his  regiment  in  America,  and  Mrs.  M*Keniic  of  Snddy  at 

Chatham. 

*  There  ire  no  Papifts,  Secedets,  Methodifts,  nor  anj  other  icHgious  fed  fnm 
the  £ftabli(hed  Church  in  this  pariih,  except  about  «co  Lpifcopaliain,  who  btve 
a  chapel  of  their  own,  and  a  clergyman  to  preach  to  them  once  in  ao  dajt.  Thii 
clergyman  regularly  adminifiers  the  facraments,  and  marries  his  own  hearerSi 
but  never  without  a  line  from  the  feffion-derk  of  this  paiifh,  cenifyinf  the 
parties  having  been  proclaimed,  and  the  dues  paid. 
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Chatham*  Two  have  their  familj  feats  ia  the  pariih  of  Kil* 
learnaiiy  where  their  property  is  confiderable  i  and  one,  Mr. 
MHLesizie  of  Pidandy,  one  of  the  iheriff'-fubflitutes  of  Rofs, 
lives  on  a  farm  belonging  to  Mr.  Davidfon  of  Tulloch,  clofe 
bj  the  town. of  Dingwall.  Property  has  been,  for  feveral 
years  hack,  rather  changeable ;  but  no  proprietor  has  been 
introduced  into  the  pariih  for  upwards  of  50  years,  except 
Mr.  Grant  of  Redcaftle,  and  Sir  Roderick  M'Kenzie  of  Scat- 
welly  who  fold  his  property  in  this  pariih  to  the  Kilcoy  fami* 
ly ;  the  reft  of  the  property,  to  a  confiderable  quantity  of  land^ 
that  was  fold,  being  bought  Up  by  the  family  of  Kilcoy,  who 
is  the  largeft  proprietor,  and  principal  heritor  in  this  pariih^ 
except  a  fmall  property  purchafed  of  late  by  Colonel  Grahani 
ofDryney. 

ZoiljriMrf^^.— The  Gaelic  is  the  language  coQimonly  fpoken 
here  ;  Aod  though  there  are  a  few  who  ha^ve  no  Gaelic,  yet 
moft  of  the  inhabitants  fpeak  and  underftand  both  languages. 
All  die  names  of  the  heritors  places  of  refidence  in  this  pa- 
rifli,  are  derived  from  the  Gaelic :  Thus,  Allangrange,  or, 
AUan^Cbraiti^  **  a  fertile  field  of  com  ;'*  Suddy,  or  Sm-'Us-Jbin^ 
^  a  good  jdace  to  fettle  in ;"  Belmaduthy^  or  BaU-ma-duich^ 
"  a  good  country  town,"  or  BalUma-dutb,  *'  a  good  black 
'*  town,'*  from  its  being  iituated  hard  by  a  black  moor. 

Agriculture,  &ic. — Agriculture  id,  as  yet,  in  this  parifli, 
thoilgh  a  com  country,  in  a  fiate  of  infancy:  excepting  on  the 
proprietor's  mains,  and  i  farm^  the  reft  all  adhere  to  the  old 
mode  of  culture.  The  heritors,  who  have  all  extedive  mains^ 
are  improving  them  with  great  judgment  and  fpirit ;  but,  be- 
ing an  young  men,  few  or  none  of  them  have  had  fulHcient 
time  to  complete  their  pleafurc  ground,  or  bring  their  mains 
to  z  proper  fiate  of  cultivation,  although  they  .  are  making 
L  1  2  f aft 
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faft  progrefs  toward  it.  From  this  I  muft  except  Mr.  Viit* 
kcnzie  of  Allangrange,  who  has  brought  his  mains  ntd  the 
plcafuf  c-ground  of  his  place,  to  as  high,  if  not  higher  perfeftioD 
than  anj  man  I  know  in  this  or  the  neighbouring  counties ; 
he  has,  for  feveral  jears  back,  paid  the  clofeft  attention  to  the 
improvement  of  hitf  place;  and  now,  while  the  traveller  is  d^ 
lighted  at  feeing  thofe  improvements,  he  him&lf  taftes  die 
profits,  and  enjoys  the  comforts  of  them.  This  gentleman 
has,  within  my  knowledge,  recovered  from  70  to  80  acres 
from  a  perfefi  morafs,  ^hich  is  now  completely  drained,  fen* 
ce(?,  and  yielding  ftrong  crops  of  hay  and  corn,  and  has  there* 
by  not  only  beautified  his  place,  btrt  confideraUy  added  ta  hi^ 
rent-roll :  for  thefe  lands,  which  only  paid  his  father  31.  6s.  8d. 
he  could  now  fet  at  from  15  to  20  {hillings  the  acre ;  and  he 
ftill  continues  to  go  on  improving  other  parts  of  his  eilate 
wifli  great  affidtlity  and  attention  in  the  farming,  ihepherd, 
and  planting  way.  At  the  place  of  Altmgrange  are  to  be 
feen  fevetal  beech  trees  and  poplars  of  a  very  large  fite,  a$ 
alfo  yew  trees  of  an  uncommon  magnitude^  and  two  filvtr  fixs 
that  greatly  futpafs  in  height  and  circumference  any  of  the 
fame  kind  in  this  cotmtry*  The  mbde  of  farming  19  various, 
According  as  the  tenants  choofe ;  only  thofe  upon  the  eftate  of 
Allangrange  are  re(lri6led,  I  am  told^  to  a  certain  rotation ; 
but  I  do  not  fee  that  they  hold  by  it,  or  if  they  do,  I  do  not 
find  that  their  circumfiances  are  bettered  by  it.  There  are 
ii8  ploughs  in  this  pariih,  fome  of  oxta,  foi&e  of  horfes,  and 
fome  a  mixture  of  both;  none  but  the  gentlemen  ufe  %  horfe- 
plonghs.  There  is  not  a  fanner  in  this  parifh,  xndapeodent 
of  heritors,  who  rents  70  acres^  except  Mt.  Munro,  fa^r  to 
Kilcoy ;  he  is  the  only  one  who  has  adopted  the  new  mode 
and  plan  of  farmbg^  and  manages  his  fafm  to  great  advan^- 
tage.  Lands  in  general  let  at  from  12  s.  6d.  to  20  s.  the 
acre*,  and  on  one  eftate,  I  am  told,  they  let  higher.    The 

caufes 
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c&tfes  diat  ge&erallj  obftraft  the  improvement  of  agriculture 
here^  in  mj  opinion,  are  the  poverty  of  the  people,  the  fmall- 
nela  of  the  farms,  the  prejudices  of  the  farmers  in  behalf  of 
old  eftabliihed  pra&ices,  and  the  ihort  leafes  granted  bj  he- 
ritors }  all  thefe  co-operate  to  ftrengthen  each  other  :  And  al- 
though the  heritors  improve  their  own  mains  with  fpirit,  and 
are  well  inclined  to  give  long  leafes,  jet  not  one  among  the 
whole  fet  of  tenantry  has  followed  their  example,  but  Mr. 
Munro,  whom  I  have  already  mentioned,  and  has  his  farm 
managed  with  great  regularity  and  judgment. 

The  ftock  of  this  parifh  confifts  of  black  cattle,  horfes,  a 
few  iheep  and  hogs,  and,  after  fupplying  the  pariih  with 
grain,  there  are  large  quantities  of  meal  and  barley  fold  to 
foch  as  are  inclined  to  purchafe.  It  is  Impoilible  to  afcertain 
the  number  of  acres  under  crop,  as  the  eftates  of  the  feveral 
heritors  have  not  been  regularly  furveyed ;  and,  J  am  forry 
to  fay,  that  it  is  my  opinion  there  are  ftill  in  this  parifh  two 
uncultivated  acres  for  every  one  that  is  in  culture.  But  in 
this  calculation  I  include  the  planted  grounds. 

The  people  follow,  in  general,  the  occupation  of  hufbandry. 
Although  there  is  a  fuiRcient  number  of  tradefmen  of  vari- 
ous kinds,  yet  they  hold  fome  little  ground,  which  they  cul- 
tivate. The  people,  in  general,  are  fober  and  induftrious ; 
they  confine  their  whole  attention  to  the  working  of  their 
lands  and  their  fmall  crofts,  and  as  there  is  no  manufacture  of 
any  kind  eftabliihed  in  this  parifh,  both  men  and  women  arc 
equally  dextrous  at  handling  the  fpade,  the  muck-fork  and 
ihovel.  The  chief  crops  are  oats,  barley,  peafe,  potatoes,  a 
little  wheat,  and  fome  rye  ;  there  b  alfo  a  con(iderable  quan- 
tity of  clover  and  rye  grafs  fown  every  year  on  the  heritor's 
mains,  and  anfwers  extremely  well  ;  and  a  few  of  the  tenants 
fow  fmall  fpots  of  ground  with  the  fame.  Potatoes  are  a 
great  crop,  as  they  make  the  principal  food  of  the  common 

farmers 
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ftrmers  and  the  poor  people,  which,  with  the  herring  tJiat  firi- 
qnent  this  coaft  almoft  erery  autumn,  aad  continue  till  the 
fpring,  make  a  good  and  wholefome  diet.    The  herrings  are 
the  onljr  fifli  caught  in  this  coaft,  except  a  few  falmon  caught 
at  Stale  fiiliing,  and  fome  cuddies,  of  a  verj  fmall  fixe,  in  the 
fummer  months.    Thefe  were  fo  numerous  this  feafon,   as  to 
be  taken  with  nets,  although  the  common  waj  of  fiikisg  them 
is  with  a  hook  and  hait.     I  cannot  here  omit  mentioning  an 
uncommon  kind  of  fiih  called  gobichs,  that  made  its  appear- 
ance on  this  coaft  about  3  jears  ago ;  thej  darted  to  the  (here 
with  the  greateft  violence,  fo  that  the  people  took  them  alive 
in  large  quantities.     The  bodj  of  this  fiih  was  long,  and  its 
head  refembled  that  of  a  ferpent*s :  its  weight  never  exceeded 
3  or  4  ounces  :  many  of  them  were  found  dead  on  the  (here. 
The  fowing  of  oats  and  peafe  commences  here  at  Februarr, 
barley  and  potatoes  in  April ;  fo  that  the  whole  crop  is  fown 
on  or  before  12th  of  May.     Harveft  generally  begins  along 
the  coaft  about  12th  of  Auguft,  and  is  general  by  the  12th 
of  September. 

Stipend^  Poor  ••-•The  kirk  was  built  in  1764,  and  themanfe 
in  1766;  the  latter  was  repaired  in  1791  ;  and  both  are  now 
in  a  tolerable  ftate  of  repair.  The  church  holds,  for  ordinary, 
from  600  to  700  people.  Captain  ]Vl*Kenzie  of  Cromarty  is 
patron.  The  ftipend  is  9  chalders  and  i  boll  of  barley,  3 
chalders  and  3  bolls  oat-meal,  and  98 1.  9  s.  8  d.  Scotch  of  mo- 
ney, of  which  there  are  60 1.  for  communion  elements.  There 
is,  befides,  half  the  glebe  of  Kilmuir,  and  a  glebe  about  the 
manfe,  of  between  30  and  40  acres,  which  rented  at  the  time 
of  the  annexation  7t  bolls,  but  by  its  being  totally  negledeci 
fince  that  time,  was  of  little  or  no  value  at  the  acceffion  of 
the  prcfent  incumbent  to  the  living,  being  moftly  all  covered 
aver  with  heath.— The  number  of  poor  on  the  roH  of  the 

parilh 
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piriih  is  35,  too  many  for  all  the  fur  ds :  howeveri  there  was 
triple  this  number,  until  the  heritors  and  fe0iOD,  in  July 
1792,  faw  the  neceflity  of  (Iriking  oflf  a  great  many,  or  rather 
they  ftruck  off  themfelves,  as  the  heritors  and  fcffion  would 
admit  none*  but  fuch  as  would  ligo  a  bond  (under  certain  li^ 
mitations),  to  leave  all  thcj  were  pofTeiTed  of  at  their  death, 
as  a  fund  for  the  poor  of  the  parifli ;  the  fefSon  obliging  thcm- 
felves  to  fee  fuch  as  figned  this  bond  regularly  fuppiied,  as  £ir 
as  the  funds  would  allow,  and,  in  the  end,  have  them  decent* 
Ij  buried.  The  Sunday  coDe&ions  amount  to  61.  or  71.;  a 
iBortcloth,  brings  in  about  30  s. ;  a  fmall  mortification  of  z6s» 
8d.  from  the  lands  of  Bellmaduthy,— *>is  all  the  poor  have  to 
depend  upon  :  There  is  alfo  a  bond  of  115K  due  to  the  poor, 
bat  which,  from  fome  untoward  circumftances,  yielded  no  re- 
lief to  them  for  feveral years  back:  however,  there  is  ftiU  rea- 
fun  to  hope,  that  the  principal  fum  may  be  recovered.  Ma- 
ny of  the  poor  beg  from  houfe  to  houfe ;  and  it  would  be 
deemed  impious  to  refufe  alms,  or  a  night's  quarters  to  any. 
A  great  many  beggars  fwarm  to  this  parifli  from  other  {daces, 
particularly  from  the  Highlands,  in  the  months  of  Jnne,  Jnlj 
and  Augufl. 

RoaJsf  Bridges^  PUntations. — ^The  roads  of  this  parifli  are 
kept  in  excellent  repair,  as  are  alfo  the  bridges :  thefe  have 
been  hitherto  done  by  flatute-labour ;  the  people  have  now 
an  option  ot  commuting  it  at  2  s.  the  plough,  or  18  d.  the 
man,  or  elfe  to  work  at  the  roads  for  6  days.  There  are  4 
great  roads  palling  through  this  parifli,  one  from  Keflbck  to 
Fortrofe,  Cromarty,  Invergorden,  Aines  and  Fowles,  for  the 
fpace  of  6  miles  in  each  direftion,  and  the  road  from  Invemefs 
to  Dingwall,  at  the  extremity  of  AUangrange's  property,  clofe 
to  Park-town  of  Redcaflle.  There  is  alfo  a  road  from  Keffock, 
leading  along  the  fliore  from  Redcaflle,  and  the  Weft  High- 
lands. 
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lands.  There  is  no  great  deal  of  natural  wood  In  this  pariD)  | 
that  of  anj  extent  is  upon  the  eftate  of  Kilcoj,  confiding  of 
alder,  and  is  kept  with  great  care  and  attention.  There  are 
very  large  plantations  of  firs  of  various  kinds,  afli,  beech,  oak 
&c.,  on  the  eflates  of  feveral  of  the  heritors ;  but  the  moft 
extenfivei  is  that  on  the  eftate  of  Bellmaduthj,  being  above 
500  acres,  dl  in  a  thriving  condition,  and  many  of  tfaeaa  fit 
for  market.  Bj  the  time  all  thefe  plantations  come  to  per- 
fedion,  or  are  fit  for  fale,  there  will  be  great  abundance  of 
wood  for  fuppljing  the  pari(hioners  with  timber  and  fael,  an 
article  much  wanted  here,  as  the  mofles  in  the  parifh  arc 
quite  exhaufted,  and  the  inhabitants  will  be  neceffitated  to 
purchafe  coals,  which^  with  the  high  duty,  is  far  beyond  the 
fcach  of  the  poorer,  and  middle  clals  of  people,  and  which, 
if  not  fpeedily  withdrawn,  will  oUige  the  inhabitants  to  emi* 
grate  to  other  countries,  where  fire  is  to  be  had  in  greater  a* 
bundance.  Evexy  poor  man's  countenance  here  fparkled  with 
joy,  at  being  told  of  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas*s  intention  of 
bringing  n  bill  this  feifion  into  FarliMDenti  to  takf  the  duty  off 
coaU  poming  to  tbi^  couatfy, 

Antijuities.^^Thtxt  are  evident  marks  of  a  battk'a  being 
fought  in  this  parifli.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  between  the  peo- 
ple of  Invernefs  and  the  McDonalds,  and  to  have  happened 
i|i  the  xjth  or  14th  century.  The  plain  on  which  this  bat* 
tie  was  fought,  is  to  this  day  called  Slair^aa^cci  i  a  name 
given  it  from  this  particular  circumftance,  that  as  one  of  the 
contending  parties  was  giving  way  and  flying,  a  tenant  and 
his  fon  who  were  ploughing  on  that  field,  had  taken  off  the 
yokes  with  which  the  oitsn  were  faftened  together,  rallied  the 
routed  troops,  and  with  them  recommenced  the  aftion  and 
carried  the  day  *• 

Scloob, 

*  It  would  appear  the  battle  wai  bloody,  and  deljperatc2|r  finigbt,  60m  the 
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Seiools.^'^rhett  are  no  lefs  than  3  (bhools  in  this  pwQi:  a 
parochial  fchool  with  a  {alary  of  200  merks,  a  flated  fchool 
and  dwelling-houiey  and  a  kaitjardy  attended  bj  50  or  6#, 
children  ;  a  focietj  fchool  with  a  iAzTj  of  16 1.,  attended  by • 
from  35  to  45  children;  and  a  Sunday-fchool  eftaUiihed  hem. 
by  Charles  Grant,  £fq.  where  lao  or  nioi;!e  poor  people  are^ 
taught  to  read  Gaelic  and  Englifhi  and  inftru&ed  in  the  prin«- 
cipks  of  the  Chriftian  religion ;  and  all  who  attend  this  fchool 
are  not  only  taught,  but  fuelled  with  iM>oks  at  Mr.  Grant's- 
fole  ezpenfe.  It  is  propofed  this  feafon,  |o  caufe  the  teacher 
of  the  Sunday-fchool  open  a  weekly  fchool  in  a  remote  bnt 
populous  comer  of  the  parifb^  fo  as  to  render  this  inftitution 
more  beneficial  to  the  parifliioners. 

Vol-  XII.  M  m  Birds.^ 

,  vaft  number  of  cairns  of  ftones  that  are  (till  to  be  feen  there,  coreiing  the  dea<}. 
Thefe  the  people  ftxll  hold  fo  facred,  that  though  the  place  was  in  tillage  wheir 
the  battle  was  fought,  the  marks  of  the  ridges  being  fliil  viilble  there^  and; 
though  a  gre^t  deal  of  the  adjoining  moor  is  now  cultivated,  not  one  of  theii\ 
calms  has  been  ever  touched.  Another  clrc«mftance  that  ftrengthens  this  opi- 
Ziion  is,  that  the  heights  and  adjacent  places  go  by  the  name  of  Druitn^na-deor, 
•*  the  height  or  the  Hill  of  Tears."  To  the  E.  of  where  the  battle  was  fought, 
are  to  be  feen  the  remains  of  a  Druidical  temple,  called  James's  Temple ;  and 
40  the  W.  of  the  field  of  battle,  are  to  be  feen  the  traces  of  a  camp,  and  a  fimi- 
lar  one  to  it  to  the  S.  on  the  hill  of  Kcflbck,  the  higheft  hill  in  this  parifli, 
where  there  is  alfo  a  pretty  large  cairn  of  ftones,  called  Cairn-glas.  This  hill, 
which  goes  by  the  name  of  Ord-hill,  belongs  to  Mr.  Grant  of  Redcaftle,  who 
has  already  begun  to  plant  it  with  firs  and  other  foreft  trees,  and  which,  when 
finiflied,  will  be  an  ornament  to  this  and  the  neighbouring  countiesy  as  it  lies 
on  Uie  coaft  oppofire  to  Invernefs,  and  is  to  be  feen  as  far  down  as  from  the 
town  of  Elgin.  I  could  get  no  fuch  traditional  account  of  this  battle,  as  could 
induce  me  to  commit  any  thing  more  about  it  to  paper.  One  circumitance  wor- 
thy of  remark  is,  that  a  very  honeft  and  refpe<5lable  family  of  farmers,  date 
their  introduiftion  to  this  pariih  from  that  period ;  and  what  is  ftill  more  extra- 
ordinary, amidft  the  various  changes  and  revolutions  of  time  and  proprietors^ 
they  have  continued  in  the  fame  poiTefljon,  and  on  the  felf-fame  Larach ;  and 
their  antiquity  is  fuch  as  to  become  a  proverb,  fo  that  when  people  fpeak  of  a 
very  remote  circumftance,  it  is  a  common  faying  among  them,  It  is  as  old  as 
the  Lobans  of  Dnimderfit. 
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Hens  at  6  d.  There  is  litlSe  batter  and  cheefe  feM  bete.  Tbefe 
articles  arv  bought  at  the  neighbeurifig  marketa  at  xos.  6d. 
the  ftone  of  butter,  and  from  4  s.  to  5  s.  the  ftooe  of  eheefe  *• 

Advantages  and  Di/advantages.^^^Ont  great  advaotage  wbieb 
this  parifii  enjoys,  artfes  from  its  being  in  the  near  neigbhoor- 
hood  of  Inremefs,  from  which  it  is  onlj  divided  by  a  oar- 
row  kyle  of  the  fea,  over  which  there  is  a  legular  ferry-boat 
renting  xiS  i.  Sterling.  There  the  inhabitants  get  a  ready-mo- 
ney market  for  any  commodity  they  have  to  ofier  for  faie, 
and  get  to  purchafe,  any  article  they  wi(h  for,  with  little  trou* 
ble,  and  as  little  lofs  of  time«  Another,  arifes  from  the  clofe 
neighbourhood  of  Fairntofb,  from  whence  there  is  a  conftant 
demand  for  their  barley  for  making  whiflcy.  Another  advan- 
tage is,  that  there  is  great  plenty  of  freeftooe  quarries  in  the 
parilb,  and  great  abundance  of  day  for  building  comfortable 
*  houfes  and  fencing  their  fields.  Mr.  M*Ken:cie  of  Kilcoy  has 
been  making  brick  of  fome  of  this  clay  for  a  years  paft  for 
his  ownufe.  They  have  anfwered exceedingly  well;  and  a  ma« 
tiufafture  of  this  kind  could  be  efiablifhed  to  a  large  extent 
on  his  efiate,  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  fea.  Another 
is,  that  the  inhabitants  have  water*carriage  for  any  heavy  ar- 
ticles they  may  need,  either  by  Keflbck  or  Muolocby  bay* 
And  the  laft  I  fliall  mention  is,  that  the  parifh  every  where 
abounds  with  great  plenty  of  frefii  water,  fufficient  not  only 
for  die  ufe  of  the  inhabitants,  but  for  carrying  on  any  manu- 
faAure  that  might  be  eftabliflied  among  them,  that  required 
fuch  aa  aid. 

The 

•  Day-labbiircrs  get  Sd.  in  fumroer  and  harveft^  tiMTyd.  in  winter,  a-day ; 
«n  out-fervant  gets  6  bolls  of  meal  of  9  ftoncs  to  the  boll,  and  from  4I.  to  5 1, 
wages  ^tl»  ^onie  potatoe  ground,  a  houTe  and  fome  fuel.  Hotife  fenrants  get 
from  4!-  to  4I.  10  &,  and  the  common  fervants  who  work  at  the  farm  get  from 
301^  to  30  s.  in  the  year. 
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The  difindvuitageSf  ontbe  ofhetliftnd,  are  many.  The  great- 
eft,  aad  that  which  is  moft  fenitbly  felt  bj  t^  ifihaUtants, 
arifas  from,  the  want  of  fuel ;  the  whold  mofles  in  theparilh 
being  quite  exhauftad,  and  the  people's  having  recourfe  to  no- 
thing elie  to  make  np  ^is  want,  but  the  pnrchafing  of  a  few 
youag  planted  firs  which  have  little  laft,  and  as  little  warmth 
or  heat  in  them.    The  ad,  ariies  from  the  want  of  Itmeftone 
to  help  to  manure  the  lands,  or  anj  marl,  except  on  the 
eftates  of  Kikoy  and  Bellmaduthjr,  which,  from  its  fcarcttj^ 
has  been  wholly  confined  to  their  oWa  mains,  and  when  and 
where  applied,  has  been  found  to  anfwer  well.     A  3d  difad- 
vantage  arifes  from  the  want  of  manafaftures*     There  are  fe- 
veral  eligible  ftattons  for  eftabliihing  manufadures  in  this  pa* 
rilh,  efpecially  an  woollen  or  linen  manufadure  which  might 
be  carried  on  here  to  any  extent.    Indeed  there  are  a  ftations 
in  this  pariih  fo  naturally  calculated  for  fuch  a  bufinefs,  that 
it  is  rather  furprifiog  that  they  fhould,  till  now,  be  quite  ne^ 
gleded ;  the  one  of  thefe  is  at  the  village  of  Munlochy,  where 
there  is  plenty  of  frefli  water  to  work  any  machinery,  a  plain  ' 
of  a  confiderable  extent,  at  leaft  100  acres,  through  every 
part  of  which  water  may  be  carried  with  the  greateft  eafe, 
and  it  is  furrounded  with  a  fine  green  bank  facing  the  S.  for 
drying  clothes,  within  lefs  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the 
fca,  and  in  the  midft  of  a  populous  country  where  the  inha- 
bitants are  deGrous  of  employment  ;  and  Mr.  M*Kenzie  of 
Kilcey,  the  proprietor,  I   am  well  perfuaded,  would  encou- 
rage a  company  on  liberal  terms  to  fet  up  a  manufaflure 
there.     The  other  ftation  is  on  the  (bore  of  Ktfibck,  oppofite 
10  the  town  of  Invernefs,  the  property  of  M: .  Grant  of  Red- 
c&flle.  Ships  of  any  burden  can  come  quite  clofe  to  that  (hore; 
and  Mr.  Grant  has  told  m'e,  that  he  would  feu  out  the  ground 
on  his  property  along  the  (hore,  on  eafy  terms,  to  fuch  tradef- 
nseo  as  would  wiih  to  fetile  there,  and  give  a  manufaflurer 

aU 
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all  dae  encouragement.  This  place  b  «lfo  farrouAded  hj  a  vs 
aiunber  of  people.  The  lad  difadvanuge  I  (hall  coodefcei 
upon,  ariCes  from  the  fmallnefs  of  the  CariBa  and  fkottoda 
the  leafes  i  but  this  I  well  know  is  owing  to  the  poverty  ai 
indolence  of  the  prefent  inhabitants,  and  1  am  well  convince 
if  gentlemen  farmers,  pofiefied  of  capitals,  came  to  fettle  \ 
this  place,  they  would  meet  with  all  dae  encoBragement«  bot 
as  to  leafes  and  melioration,  from  the  proprietors,  wbo  a 
i»i(h  to  encourage  agriculture  j  and  I  am  perfuaded,  that  fuc 
adventurers  would  find,  upon  trials  that  it  would  torn  oat  t 
theix  own  private  advantage* 


NUM. 
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PARISH  OF  FORGUE. 


loUHTY    AND    StNOO  OF  ABERDEEN,    PrESBYTERY  OF  TdR- 

REFF.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Willia^i  Dingwall. 


Name,  Extent,  \Sc, 

rH£  ancient  name  of  this  pariih  is  Forig,  as  appears  fromr 
an  infcription  on  the  communion  cups^  The  modem 
ime  Forgue.  This  name  is  faid  to  be  of  Gaelic  origiaal,  as 
e  alfo  manj  names  in  this  pariOi  and  country.  The  length 
f  the  pariih  from  N.  to  S«  may  be  about  9  Englifh  miles  ^ 
5  breadth  from  W*  to  £t  variable,  but  the  greateil  between 
or  6  miles*  From  fprings  in  the  hills>  defcend  through  the 
sidi  various  rivulets,  which  empty  themfelves  into  2  burns, 
amely,  the  burns  of  Frendrau^ht  and  Forgue,  the  latter  of 
rbich  is  beautifully  edged  with  natural  wood. 

Soil  arid  Produce •^■^Tht  foil  along  the  lower  parts  of  the 
arilh,  is  generally  a  deep  loam,  with  a  bottom  of  flrong  (tiff 

clay, 
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elaj,  and  produces  barley,  oats^  peafe,  turnipi  and  good  cro; 
of  hay.  Little  wheat  is  fown  in  the  parilh,  not  fo  much  \ 
there  was  about  1 2  jears  ago,  owing  to  the  backward  lai 
rainy  feafons.  The  fouthern  parts  of  the  pariih,  which  ai 
called  Foudland,  are  mofily  in  a  date  of  nature,  and  coven 
with  heath.  There  are  a  few  farms  on  the  extremities  of  i 
of  a  light  black  fbil.  Tn  feveral  parts  of  the  parilh,  hedgt 
have  been  planted  with  fuccefs.  When  they  receive  prop< 
care  and  attention,  they  thrive  amaringly.  There  is  a  quarr 
of  limeftone  at  Pitfanoy,  which  aflbrds  a  coniiderable,  tboog 
not  a  fufficient  quantity  for  the  parifliioners  and  this  neigf 
boorhood.  The  furplus  grain  of  this  parifti,  which  is  vc( 
confiderable,  is  fold  to  merchants  in  Portfoy  and  Banff,  wfa 
export  the  Barley,  oats,  and  meal,  annually  by  fea,  to  \l 
other  parts  of  the  iflond  *• 

Hills.^^The  moil  remarkable  hill  is  called  Foreaiwi  f ,  a  pai 
of  which  is  in  the  parifli ;  it  affords  an  extenfive,  beautift 
profpe^t  to  thofe  who  vifit  the  top  of  it.  Along  the  S.  I 
expofure  of  this  hill,  (lands  the  houfe  of  Cobairdy,  the  pre 
perty  of  Sir  Emeil  Goidon  of  Park,  Bart,  furroiiaded  wit 

a  varie^ 

*  I  mentioned  above,  two  ftreamt  or  rivulets,  the  one  called  the  Bud  i 
Frendraught,  near  which  is  fituatcd,  the  feat  of  Alexander  Morifon,  Eiq- 
Bognir,  beautiful  by  nature,  but  no  lefs  fo  by  the  elegant  and  judicious  tai 
of  the  intelligent  proprietor.  The  other,  the  Bum  of  Forgoe,  refembling 
ftrath,  nearly  a  miles  in  length,  beautifully  covered  with  alder,  afli,  birch,  u 
various  kinds  of  trees.  Thefe  rivulets  meet  a  little  below  where  the  churi 
ftands,  running  on  near  by  the  houfe  of  Haddo  in  this  pariHi.  After  a  varift} 
beautiful  windings  delighting  the  eye,  the  compound  ftream  difchargcs  itu 
into  the  Oovem  near  the  church  of  Inverkeithing.  To  the  traveller  and  jai 
of  tafte,  thefe  rivulets,  both  before  and  after  they  meet,  afford  many  beautii 
and  pifturefquc  fcenes. 

t  Its  Gaelic  name  is  For-mon,  and  its  perpendio^ar  height  Iron  the  D 
vern  xooo  feet. 
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a  v&rkty  of  fields  in  the  bigheft  ftate  o(  cuklyatioB,  encloTed 
and  fuUivided ;  an  exlenfive  plaaUUon  of  all  kinds  of  hard 
wood,  which  proaufes  an  addidonal  foufoe  of  riches  to  die 
iodoftrioua  proprietor^  aad  accoflamodationto  the  country. 
On  the  N.  £•  fide,  part  of  whwh  is  the  property  of  Major 
Duff  of  Mayeo,  improvemenu  and  pbtntadoos  are  going  on 
with  great  rapiduy. 

Church,  Siip^nd,  School,  Poor,  &c«--*The  church  wbkh  is 
in  tolerable  good  repair,  as  is  alfia  the  manfe  and  office^hoofesi 
are  lituated  on  the  N.  fide  of  the  bum  of  Forgue.  From  the 
manfe,  which  is  about  200  yards  N.  of  the  church,  Aere.is 
a  beautiful  variegated  view  of  hills  and  dales,  of  groves  and 
{dantadona  of  various  kinds*  Mr.  Mortfon  of  Bogaie^  is  pa- 
tron of  the  church,  and  proprietor  of  more  than  one  half  of 
the  parifli.  The  oldeft  dale  about  the  diurcb,  b  1638*.  The 
glebe  is  above  the  legal  fiandard.  The  pcefent  ilipend  is 
509  mcrks  Scots  money,  with  44  boUs  of  meal,  at  8  (lone 
the  boll,  and  ao  boUs  of  bear,  with  50  merks  Scots  for  com«> 
munion  e)ements,«^The  fchoolmafler*s  falary  is  zil.  as.  irid. 
Sterling,  with  aL  4s.  5d.Sterling,  for  feffion-clerk lee.  School- 
fees  for  Latin  and  arithmetic,  as.  6d*  a-quarter ;  and  2s.  for 
Engltih — The  number  of  poor  on  the  roll,  is  24.  The  coL- 
lemons  made  annually  for  their  fuppi^,  amount  to  upwards 
of  4ol.  Sterling,  including  5L  4s.  Sterling  of  Intereft;  41.  of 
feat'B^oney,  and  other  incidents. 

Population. — According  to  Dr.  Webfter*s  report,  the  popu- 
Vol.  XIK  N  n  laiion 

^  Several  Infcriptions  on  the  feats  in  it  are  fuppofed  to  refer  to  thofe  dre;nlt'ul 
feuds,  which  in  thofe  days  fubfifted  between  the.faniily  of  Huntly  and  the  fa- 
mily of  Frendraught  in  this  pariHi,  fuch  as,  God  fend  grace  without  fear. — Pa- 
tience overcumniis  tiranny.— O  paffi  graviora  dabit  Deus,  his  quoquc  fincm. 
J><ru«  RobifcuDij  quts  contra.— Cum  omnibus  paccm,  adverfus  vitia  bellum. 
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lation  in  I755f  wts  i8o2.  The  ptrHh  oontmins  in  all,  at  pr«» 
fent,  1778  fouls.  Of  thefe,  a  10  Eptfcopaltans,  a  few  Sece- 
ders»  a  few  Roman  CathoUes,  and  all  the  reft  of  the  Efta- 
faliihed  Church*  Oor  marriagea  ananallj,  at  an  average,  a-> 
mount  to  15  $  baptifms  to  36  \  and  burials  to  15  ;  excluding 
thofe  that  are  buried  at  other  pariikes  ;  but,  notwithftanding 
that  the  number  of  deaths  comes  greatlj  fliort  of  the  births ; 
yet,  on  account  of  the  farms  becoming  larger,  the  lands  be- 
ing thrown  into  pafture,  laid  down  with  grafs-feeds,  the  great 
advancement  on  fervants  wages,  and  the  incre^fe  of  manu- 
faAures  in  towns,  the  inhabitants  of  the  pariili  are  gradnallj 
llecreafing. 

Statt  of  Farmings  &c««^Improvements  in  farming  arc 
snaking  great  progrefs.  The  horfe-hoeing  hufiiandrj  has  beea 
introduced  with  fuccefs.  Cabbages*  in  the  fields  have  fcarce- 
I7  been  raifed  any  where  in  the  pariih  except  by  the  mini- 
fter ;  they  are  of  the  Scotch  grey  fort,  and  grow  to  a  great 
fize.  They  are  ch^'efly  applied  for  feeding  the  cows,  and  arc 
all  horfe»hoed  ^.  Turnip  crops  have  been  cultivated  for  many 
years  in  the  broad  caft,  and  now  a  great  part  of  the  crop  in 
the  drill.  The  following  year,  thefe  fields  fo  cultivated  are 
laid  down  with  grafs-feeds.  The  cattle  are  of  the  Scotch 
breed  ;  but  are,  of  late,  much  improved  in  fixe  by  the  cul- 
ture of  green  crops,  Thefe  are  confumed  in  rearing  cattle, 
which  is  found  more  profitable  to  the  farmer,  than  in  fatten- 
ing 

^  About  10  yean  ago,  cabbagei  were  raifed  in  the  opem  fields  of  Cobaiidj 
by  Sir  Enieft  Crordon,  the  outer  blades  of  which  eiceeded  4  feet,  and  fome- 
time?  4i  feet  diameter;  thefe  cabbages,  after  being  ft  ripped  of  their  ftem  and 
outer  blades,  generally  weighed  from  38  lib.  to  48  lib.  Botch  weight.  Alfo* 
in  the  fame  fields,  turnip  had  been  often  raifed  from  16  lib.  to  a  2  lib.  Dutch 
weight,  including  the  top,  or  blades  that  grow  above  ground.  What  a  ptfj  13 
it  that  the  eultlvation  of  thefe  cabbages  is  now  fo  much  negle^Ud. 
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log  thofe  that  are  grown.  There  are  about  xooo  iheepi  moft 
of  them  in  the  foutbem  part  of  the  pariih,  of  the  fmall  kind^ 
owing  to  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  pafture.  Some  of  the 
Engliih  breed,  and  of  a  crofs  breed  from  them,  have  been 
iatrodncedy  and  are  paftured  upon  fown  grafs.  The  farmera 
are  nnoommonljr  attentive  to  the  breed  of  horfes.  They  fell 
at  aoL  25 1.,  and  even  fome  of  them  bring,  in  the  market^ 
30  L  and  upwards.  Cows  bred  here,  have  been  fold  from  8L 
to  loL  ;  oxen  at  16 1. :  but  the  common  prices  aire  greatly 
below  thefe  fums.  Small  fiated  cows  (ell  from  41.  to  51.) 
and  oxen  from  61.  to  xoK  The  farms  are  of  various  fizes^ 
from  200  acres  downwards ;  and  fome  of  thefe  are  almofl: 
wholly  enclofed,  either  with  ftone  fences  or  hedges  }  and  fub-^ 
divided  with  hedges.  The  rent  varies,  accor4ing  to  circum* 
fiances,  from  il.  xos.  to  as.  6d.  the  acre.  Many  of  our 
farm-houfes  are  neat,  commodious,  and  of  the  modern  caft^ 
and  covered  with  date.  The  higheft  rent  in  the  pariih  is 
iiol.  Sterling.  The  valued  rent  of  the  pariih  is  3936I.  6s» 
8d.  Scots.  The  real  rent  may  amount  to  about  15C0I.  Ster^ 
ling.  There  are  14  proprietors  or  heritors  belonging  to  the 
pariih  \  4  of  them  refide  in  it,  and  one  of  them  occafionalJy* 
Moft  of  them  have  given  evident  marks  of  their  tafte  for 
plantations  and  improvements.  The  face  of  the  country  here, 
is  variegated  and  beautiful.  The  proprietors  and  their  te« 
nants,  in  general,  extremely  a&ive  in  improving  their  lands, 
in  planting  their  wafte  grounds,  and  in  covering  the  rugged 
appearance  of  the  barren  foil,  with  various  kinds  of  wood. 

On  the  property  of  Mr.  Morifon  of  Bognie,  there  are 
many  thriving  plantations  of  trees  and  natural  wood.  Upon 
hills  and  waf^e  ground,  there  are  xo  different  enclofures,  con« 
taining  about  300  acres,  covered  with  various  kinds  of  fir^ 
and  hard  wood  interfperfed,  where  the  foil  adihits.  Near  to 
Frendraught  houfe,  and  upon  an  out«farm,  occupied  by  the 

N  n  a  fame 
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&me  proprietor,  there  ftte  abcMK  i4  diflbvtit  ditr^of  or 
patches  of  better  ^ro«iid»  eontftintog  abottt  50  teres  evelofe^ 
and  beaarifullj  ^vered  with  \zAx^  htrd  wood^  and  other  vs« 
rieties  of  trees.  Upon  the  fiiaie  propertj,  «loiig  tlie  water 
fides,  called  the  fiurns  of  Forgne  ^nd  Friendrttagbt,  there  is 
nlfe  t  large  •quantitj  of  natural  growing  alders*  p^ttiaps  to 
the  extent  of  25  acres.  From  thefe  wooda,  the  people  ia  the 
parifliY  ^nd  others  at  a  diftaneei  have  been  fupplted  with  tim- 
ber annually.  And  the  thriring  appearance  of  thefe  plaiita* 
tions,  |)romifes  a  long  continuance  of  that  nfeful  article  in 
this  corner. 

There  are  fcvcral  fpirited,  indnftrions,  jadicions,  and  thriv- 
ing farmers  in  the  parifh.  Tbej  have  brought  their  fidds 
into  high  culture,  many  of  them  weU  fenced  $  being  encou- 
raged, in  various  refpcAs,  by  their  different  proprietora.  The 
leafes  are  of  a  pectdiar  natore,  and  higMy  advantageous  both 
&r  the  proprietor  and  tenant ;  patticukrlj  thofe  of  Mr.  Mo« 
rifon,  who  has  encouraged  the  tenants  on  his  eftate,  to  pknt 
trees  in  wafte  ground,  convenient  places  in  meadows,  corners 
of  fields,  or  in  hedge  rows  *•    When  we  confider  the  utility 

o£ 

*  Upon  the  following  conditions,  viz.  If  the  field  or  fpot  to  be  planted  con^ 
tkiri  4  acres,  the  proprietor  is  at  one  h*lf  of  the  cxpcnfe  of  cnclofing,  and  pays 
the  other  half  to  the  tenant  at  the  iuae  of  the  Icafe,  if  the  fence  be  in  repair. 
When  the  trees  grow  up.  the  former  is  at  liberty  to  weed  or  cut  timber  for  any^ 
{rarpofe  itbout.  or  neccffary  for  the  farm,  ikiXi  leainng  an  eqaal  cover  on  the 
ground.  But  he  is  prohibited  from  felllnj^  or  di(iK>fing  of  any  trees,  until  thi*. 
iCue  of  the  leafe,  when  the  proprietor  of  the  land  has  an  option  to  take  the 
whole  growing  timber  on  the  farm,  ami  to  pay  the  value  thereof  to  the  tenant, 
as  it  fiiall  be  .-fpfireciated  by  t  men  mutually  chofen  for  that  purpofe,  or  allow 
the  tenant  a  AiUywirs  to  cnt  down,"  fell,  and  difjpofe  of  the  xrhoie  wood  on  the 
farm,  46  agreed  upon.  Thefe  bm  the  general  terms  of  encouragement  for  plant- 
ing ;  but  where  the  fields  or  comers  to  be  planted  contain  more  or  lefs  than  4 
acres ;  the  conditions  vary  according  to  that  a^d  other  circumftanccs.  Tlie 
proprietor  has  alfo  hitherto  given  a  fUpply  of  young  trees,  gratis,  to  the  plan- 
ttr,  from  his  own  nurfery. 
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•f  plaiiffttiotift  of  trees  in  Scotland,  not  only  for  fupplying 
the  famerSf  mechanicksi  and  othersi  with  materials  in  their 
refpefthre  caHings  ;  but  for  warming  and  improving  the  cli- 
mate, V9^  mnft  allow  grest  merit  to  Mr.  Morifon  for  his 
own  exertions,  bttt  fttll  more  on  account  of  encouragement 
giTtn,  «Bd  example  Ihown  to  his  tenants.     For,  I  apprehend, 
he  ftandfi  among  the  foremoft  country  gentlemen  of  the  N., 
who  hsive  either  giveti  fuch  generous  terms,  or  have  been  at 
fe  much  pains  to  induce  the  tenantry  to  employ  a  little  fpare 
ground  and  time  to  purpofes  fo  patriotic,  as  well  as  ultimate- 
I7  beneicial  to  themfelves  and  families.     An  Earl  of  Moray 
may  plant  his  3000  acres,  and  other  patriotic  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  may  each  exert  themfelves  on  their  own  farms,  or 
particttlnr  oomers  of  their  eftates  ;  but  what  are  thefe  points 
to  the  wImIc  of  die  country  ?  A  provifsce^  a  country^  a  dif. 
tri8^  cannot  be  properly  wooded  without  the  aiSftance  of  the 
firmer*     In  that  cafe,  there  would  be  a  continuation  of  wood 
to  break  the  N.  E.  and  other  blighting  winds  which  are  the 
bane  of  this  country.     When  I  reflect  upon  this,  I  think  it 
a  pity,  that  Mr.  Morifon  has  not  connefted  all  his  different 
plantations  into  one  continued  extent,  which  would  nearly 
reach  from  one  extremity  of  the  parifb  to  the  other,  forming 
an  irre&ftible  barrier  agatnft  thoie  points  of  the  compafs  that 
bring  us  the  wotft  weather. 

Nor  is  Mr.  Morifon  of  Bognie,  the  only  gentleman,  in  this 
^ry  exten&ve  parifli,  who  has  diftinguiibed  himfelf  by  at- 
tempts to  improve  and  beautify  the  country.  Captain  Shand 
of  Templaod^  has  exhibited  a  plan  of  drawing  water  over, 
and  raifing  timber  on  that  fcnall  fpot,  which  at  firft,  indeed, 
attraAed  feme  notice,  merely  from  its  novelty  and  fiogula* 
rit^  ;  bnt  his  plantations  having  fucceeded  beyond  what  was 
cxpeded,  his  fcheme  has  rather,  become  exemplary,  at  lead, 
I  am  furoi  that  all  the  tenants  on  the  eftates  of  Bognie,  who 

have 
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have  embraced  the  liberal  propofid  of  tbeir  landlord,  faa^ 
executed  their  plantatioos  on  the  Captain's  prioqiides  aad 
ideas.  This  officer,  after  an  abfeoce  of  x  2  or  13  yeass  in  the 
fervice  of  his  country,  returning  again  to  his  native  foil,  in 
the  year  1784,  and  findug  his  property  then  a  perfeft  waflcf 
took  up  the  refolution  of  endofiog  it  with  doable  ftoae  feocu 
and  ditch.  After  which,  it  occurred  to  him,  that  the  intermc- 
diate  fpace  included  between  the  fences,  might  as  well  take  in 
(if  it  could  be  fo  contrived)  all,  or  greateft  part  of  the  woift 
foil  \  and  thus  he*at  laft  conceived  the  comprehenfire  and  qd^ 
common  defign  of  fencing  the  arable  by  the  barren  ground; 
not  doubting,  when  the  latter  was  filled  with  all  proper  kinds 
of  young  trees,  that  his  bed  fields  would  thereby,  in  due 
time,  be  well  fccured  and  protefted  from  blighting  winds  and 
fiorms.  Every  focceeding  year  gives  frefli  teftimony  of  the 
propriety  of  the  original  plan  :  For  it  has  been  executed  ua« 
der  almoft  every  difadvantage,  particularly  his  own  abfence, 
^nd  the  intermediate  manageonent  of  people  incapable  of  en- 
tering fully  into  his  views*  The  plan  for  watering  the  farm 
of  Templand,  is  no  lefs  worthy  of  notice,  than  the  plsnting^ 
though  the  proprietor's  abfence,  and  many  other  unfavour- 
able circumftances,  have  united  to  render  the  fuccels  le&* 
However,  there  is  fuilicient  evidence  from  the  little  that  has 
been  done,  that  water  fediment,  and  other  effeds  arifing  from 
flooding,  with  large  ilreams,  is  probably  the  very  beft  me- 
thod of  meliorating  ground,  and  exterminating  the  moft  per- 
nicious weeds.  It  alfo  appears  from  the  Captain's  experi- 
ments, that  water  properly  conducted  through  young  timber 
plantations,  is  the  cheapeft  and  beft  method  of  encouraging 
their  growth.  This  gentleman's  ideas  in  condu&ing  great 
currents  of  water  for  agricultural  purpofes,  have  been  ex- 
tended to  carry  plans  of  inland  navigation  into  execution, 
upon  moderate  expenfes,  as  appears  by  his  epiftolary  corre- 

fpondence 
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fpondenee  with  geodemen  in  this  countrji  and  from  fome  re« 
cent  pabKcations.  But  this,  not  belonging  to  a  fiatiftical  ac« 
count,  I  ffaall  leave  it  to  others. 

We  muft  not  pafs  by  the  improvements  and  plantations  of 
Captain  George  Morifon,  laie  of  Haddo.  Haddo  lies  on  the 
N.  W.  fide  of  the  bum  of  Forgue,  about  an  Englifli  mile 
below  where  the  church  ftands,  keeping  the  courfe  of  the  ri- 
vulet. The  honfe  ftands  on  a  gradual  floping  bank^  a  few 
yards  from  the  bum,  built  after  the  modern  talle,  and  af« 
fords  genteel  accommodation  for  a  large  famUy.  On  the 
faaugh  between  the  rivulet  and  water  courfe  to  the  mill,  lies 
the  garden,  fenced  with  a  high  ftone  wall,  and  well  ftored 
with  a  great  variety  of  fruit  trees  and  bulhes.  At  no  great 
diftance  from  the  houfe,  there  are  feveral  patches  of  thriving 
plantations  of  fir,  alder,  birch,  &c.  The  fields  are  well  cul^ 
tivated,  and  yield  good  crops.  Taking  the  whole  in  one 
view,  Haddo  is  one  of  the  mod  pleafant  fituations  in  this  or 
the  neighbouring  country,  and  is  juftly  admired  for  its  va* 
negated  profped,  by  every  perfon  of  tafte  and  difcerament. 
Some  of  the  other  heritors  have  begun  to  plant,  enclofe,  and 
improve  their  fields ;  but  their  improvements  are  in  an  infant 
Hate  ♦. 

jintiquiiUf. — Till  lately,  the  Roman  tmtiquities  have  been 
little  attended  to  in  this  country.     By  many,  it  was  even  be« 

lievbl 

♦  Wages  and  Trices. — The  wages  of  femnts  have  increafedl  greatly  within  a 
frw  years.  A  capable  ploughman  receives  from  tf  1.  to  7 1.  It  is  faid,  that  fome 
of  them  draw  81.  A  female  fervant  aL  I9S.  to  3I.  A.year.  To  a  man  in 
barreft  is. ;  to  a  woman  9d.,  with  vidlnals;  to  a  day-labourer  from  6d.  to  8d., 
w)th  vitals ;  to  a  mafon  i  s.  a  d. ;  to  a  wright  8d. ;  and  to  a  tailor  6d.  to  8d. 
with  visuals.  The  price  o(  provifions  has  increafed  confiderably  fince  1780. 
A  hen  which  ibid  at  4d.,  now  gives  8 4.  and  pd.  Beef  and  mutton  (ell  from 
i\L  3d.  to  4 d.  the  pound.  Butter  fells  at  8d.  the  pound,  2a  ounces;  and 
(beefe  from  4s.  tfd.  to  58.  the  ftone  weight. 
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lleved  that  the  troops  of  that  warlike  peopk,  bad  mtwtr  p^ 
netratedy  bj  Jand,  bejond  th«  Grampiitn  moiuitauu.  Bat 
Captain  Shand  of  this  pariihy  jaftly  admirii^  the  wile  policj 
of  the  Romani,  in  their  military  arrangeoicets,  w«s  anxious, 
fome  years  ago,  to  trace  the  remains  of  the  puaaeious  field 
works,  executed  by  their  armies,  during  their  operatioos  in 
North  Britain,  and  from  an  accurate  infpeAioo  of  tbcm»  was 
convinced,  chat  the  fortifications  on  the  Barra-hil]^  aod  the 
exteniive  camp  o|)pofite  to  Glenmealio*  were  as  much  Ko- 
man,  as  the  topographical  veftiges  he  bad  ohfer?^  is  Stnth- 
more,  and  other  South- Grampian  coaotrics*. 

Roads. ^^Thc  roada.arc  not  in  very  good  repair,  owbg,  ia 
a  great  meafure,  to  the  aature  of  the  ibil»  and  the  ftatate*la« 
hour  being  commuted.    It  would  be  b^ter  to  levy  tta^  mo- 

acy, 

*  It  K  not  a  HttU  remarkable,  that  the  larger  works  in  thi<  pariih»  an  au 
tended  the  fame  as  in  the  fouth  country,  with  fmaller  ones,  fame  round,  anj 
others  of  a  rectangular  figure.  The  circular  redoubt  on  the  S.  £.  accJivItr  ct  j 
the  fetd-hill  of  Aiichaber,  about  a  Ihort  mile  from  the  camp,  is  well  preferved,  | 
imd  ai^ews  to  have  been  an  cotreached  guatd  for  a  fmall  nunbcr  ot  men,  be. 
ing  only  20  common  paces  in  diameter,  including  both  the  vallrfm  and  iht 
body  of  the  place.  Proceeding  from  this  remarkable  fpot,  in  a  nearly  N.  W. 
diredlion,  for  5  or  5  miles,  by  Woodfide  in  the  lands  of  Frendraught,  the  Riach- 
hill,  the  Riach-bura,  and  Auchingoul,  one  very  frequently  meets  with  remains . 
that  are  not  lanneis  works ;  and  thou|;h  tra^btion,  and  th»  prtvailing  opinion 
pf  the  country  people,  place  them  amcng  military,  yet  they  caa  fcarcely  be 
called  fo,  on  account  of  being  fo  much  mutilated.  But  it  feems  worthy  of  ob- 
(ervation,  that  if  the  St4ti0  ad  Ubmrnam^  is  fitnated  (as  there  is  great  rcaiun  to 
4hink)  at  the  confhience  of  the  burn  of  AuU  Davis  in  this  parifli,  with  the 
Ythan,  the  track  juft  pointed  Ottt»  cannot  be  widdy  diAant  frooi  the  grcit 
confolar  road,  in  Ptolemy *s  Itinerary ;  and  a  learaed  astiquary,  a  friend  ot 
mine,  now  deceafed,  thought  he  had  difcovenrd  the  aAual  antique  caoieway 
leading  on  through  Forgue,  Deikford,  and  towards  Spey,  upon  the  fame  point 
of  the  compais.  There  are  ^Hq  'veftiges  of  feverai  I^niidical  templet  io  the 
parifh* 
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Xicjt  and  to  employ  labourers,  under  dlreflion  of  an  attentive 
and  capable  overfeer.  We  have  reafon  to  conclude,  that  were 
there  a^  bridge  thrown  over  the  Dovem,  at  Marnoch,  and  an« 
other  over  the  butti  at  Auchintenddr,  on  the  great  road  to 
Aberdeen,  through  the  Garioch,  it  would  contribute  much  to 
the  advantage  of  this  country* 

MifceUantous  Obfervations* — The  crop  in  1782,  was  re- 
markably deficient,  and  the  oat-meal  very  bad  ;  in  fo  mucb, 
t]^t  had  it  not  been  for  the  importation,  nprnhprs  would  hay^ 
periQied*  Some  of  the  heritors  commifiioned  a  cargo  of  peafe, 
and  Ibid  them  o&t  at  prime  cod  to  the  mod  neceflltous  fami- 
lies. MelTrs.  Phyn  and  Ellis  *,  merchants  in  London,  gave 
a  liberal  gratuity  of  barley  and  peafe,  amounting  to  800 
bufhels,  to  be  diftributed  among  the  moft  diftrelTed  families  in 
Forgue  and  Auchterlefs.  It  was  fuppofed,  that  the  crop  did 
not  yield  provifion  for  the  parifhioners,  for  the  half  of  tlie 
year  1783.  At  the  defire  of  the  heritors,  the  feilion  lifted 
40 1.,  and  difpofed  of  it  to  the  fame  purpofe,  over  and  above 
their  ordinary  diftribution.  The  air  is  falubrious,  the  peo- 
ple, in  general,  healthy,  fober,  induilrious,  charitable,  hofj^ji- 
table,  and  mod  punftual  in  attending  public  worfliip  f  • 
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*  Mr.  Phyn  is  an  hex^or  of  Forgue,  and  Mr.  Ellis  a  native  of  Auchterlefs. 

t  Tliere  it  no  village  in  tbe  parilh,  and  confcquently  no  maaufadlure.  The 
women  are  occupied  in  fpinmng  linen  yarn,  from  flax  given  out  by  caerchauts 
in  the  pariifa. 

The  nfual  fuel  in  thi?  pariffa,  is  peat  and  turf,  which  is  hrotight  from  Foud- 
tind;  but*  on  account  of  the  great  diftance  and  diMciiIty  of  procuring  it,  many 
Vt  the  pariihioners  are  obliged  to  bring  coals,  at  a  great  ezpenfe,  from  Banff 
ud  Portfoy,  our  neareft  fea-port  towns ;  which  are  diilant  from  the  centre  uf 
the  parifh,  at  leaft,  17  Engliih  miles.  Wliich  circumftance,  we  think,  may  be 
v^uced  as  an  argument  ifus  taking  off  the  prefect  haavy  duty  on  coal. 
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PARISH  or  RUTHVEN. 


(GoaKTT  Of  FoRFAt,  Stnod  or  Av<s^^  Prbsbttux  Of 
Meiolk.) 


Bf  the  Ren.  Mr.  Jijcss  Wn^. 


Situation^  ^xtmtj  S%il^  and  Products 

nPHE  parifli  of  Ruthven  is  pleafantlj  fituated  on  the  N. 
-^  ,  fide  of  Strathmorey  near  the  foot  of  the  Grampian 
mountainsi  flopiu^  g^tly  towards  the  S*  Nearljof  a  iquare 
foroifJt  contains  about  X700  acres»  of  which  63  are  covered 
with  natural  oakst  140  with  fir  and  hard  wood,  40  of  beatht 
to  be  planted,  30  of  marUmirest  and  z6  of  peat-mob :  The 
reft  \%  partlj  arable,  and  partly  to  be  improved  during  the 
currency  of  the  prefent  Icafes.  The  foil,  in  geqeral,  is  a  light 
hazel  mould,  with  a  gravelly  bottom,  producing  excellent 
grain,  but  liable  to  be  parched  in  a  dry  fommer.  The  pre* 
fent  proprietor  has  been  at  great  pains  to  introdnoe  the  mo- 
dern improvements  in  agriculture,  which  he  has  accomplilhed 
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ih  t  bdnfiderable  degree,  by  reftriftiftg  his  tenants  to  a  rota« 
tion  of  cropping  the  laft  time  their  farms  were  let.  The  ro- 
uaion  is  as  follows :  field^ift,  grafs;  ad,  ditto;  3d,  ditto \  4th, 
oats;  5th^  hadej;  6ch,  oats;  7th,  fallow^  or  green  crop;  Sth, 
barley  with  graCi-feeds.  The  tenants,  from  the  prejudices  of 
cdncation,  came  into  thefe  improvements  rather  reluftantly  at 
firQ.  They  are  now,  however,  as  forward  in  them  as  their 
neighbours,  and  begin  to  experience  the  advantages  of  them. 
They  are  reftri&ed  from  raiiing»wheat  or  flax,  in  confiderable 
quantities,  becaufe  thefe  have  been  found  to  be  rather  ezhauft- 
ing  crops  for  the  foil.  The  parilh,  however,  was  always  re- 
markable for  producing  fine  flax,  but  more  fo,  it  is  faid,  be- 
fore the  introdudion  of  marl.  A  greater  quantity,  indeed^ 
might  be  raifed  now  than  formerly,  but,  in  the  opinion  of  ex- 
perienced farmers^  there  is  no  comparifon  as  to  the  quality. 
The  foil  is  favotlrable  for  turiiip  and  trees  of  every  kind,  fuit« 
ed  to  the  climate.  The  larix,  in  particular,  grows  with  un« 
common  quicknefs,  fome  of  them  only  15  years  old,  having 
tneafured  46  inches  root  girth.  Oaks  grow  naturally ;  and 
in  a  former  period  fome  df  them  were  of  great  fize,  if  we  may 
judge  from  two  Which  have  remained  time  immemorial  in  the 
old  conrfe  of  the  river  Ida,  about  a  mile  below  the  church* 

Name  and  Frvprktorii-^Tihe  etymology  of  the  name  it 
doubtful*.  It  was  anciently  expreffed  in  the  plnral^  Ruth- 
Tens,  having  been  divided  into  two  parts,  and  belonged  to  two 
different  proprietors :  That  on  the  £.  fide  of  the  river  Ifla  was 
termed  Earls  Ruthven,  as  having  been  the  property  of  the 
O  o  2  Eail 

<  It  is  pconotuiccd  Rmn ;  and,  if  a  conjc^bxre  might  be  hiizanlcd  ia  a  mat- 
ter of  lb  much  uncertatDty,  might  be  foppofcd  to  be  oompottadcd  of  the  Gaelic 
wofiU  roy  (red),  aod  vtam  (white),  perhaps  from  the  ibil  in  general  aboanding 
with  imall  white  ftooes,  or  rather  from  the  appearance  of  the  rodu,  op  the 
banks  of  the  river  in  the  N.  fide  of  the  parKb,  which  are  of  a  red  ctlour,  but  is 
toany  places  whitened  orer  with  age. 
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Earl  of  Crawford,  whO|  at  one  period,  pofleflbd  a  great  part 
of  the  county  of  Forfar  ;  the  other  part  was  called  Rutbvcns 
Davjr,  as  having  belonged  to  the  laird  of  Kippen  Davy.  A- 
bout  1380,  both  thefe  cftates  came  into  the  poflef&oa  of 
a  branch  of  the  family  of  Crichton,  who  kept  them  until 
1742*.  After  the  Frendraught  family  became  eztind,  and 
the  Dumfries  family  failed  in  the  male  line,  the  head  of  the 
Ruthven  family,  became  chieftain  of  the  ancient  and  iUoftri- 
ous  name  of  Crichton.  Upon  the  death  of  the  late  Thomas 
Crichton,  £fq.  of  Millhill,  and  his  brother  William,,  the  fa. 
mily  of  Crichton  of  Ruthven  failed  io  the  male  line  alio.  The 
remaining  part  of  their  eftates,  which  had  been  once  very  ex- 
tenfive  in  this  neighbourhood,  was  purchafed  50  years  ago  bj 
Thomas  Ogilvy,  £fq.  of  Coul,  and  is  now  in  the  poffelEon  of 
his  fon  James  Ogilvyi  £fq.  of  Iflabank,  who  refides  in  this 
parifli,  and  has  built  an  excellent  modem  houfe,  near  the 
much  admired  fituation  of  the  caftle  of  Ruthven,  which,  be- 
ing ruinousi  was  pulled  down  fome  years  ago. 

Hills  J  River,  Black-Jijbing,  Bridge. — ^There  are  no  hills  in 

this 

♦  "Hie  firft  of  that  faniilj  who  heWthc  birony  ef  Ruthven  was  James,  (econd 
fon  of  Stephen  Crichton  of  Cairns,  brother  to  George  Crichton,  Earl  of  Caithneft, 
fthd  coufiii  to  Sir  William  Crichton  of  Crichton,  Lord  Chancellor  of  ScotlauL 
In  the  year  1477,  James  Crichton  of  Ruthven  was  Lord  Provoft  of  EdinUwgh.; 
another  of  the  fame  name,  who  had  the  honour  of  knighthood,  was  mailer  of 
liorfe  to  Ring  Charles  IT*  It  is  faid,  that  the  haughty  dlfpofition  of  Sir  James 
prevented  him  from  enjoying  long  his  elevated  ftation ;  and  that  hit  merry  m»> 
aarch  having,  on  a  particular  occafion,  mad«  him  a  prefcnt  of  500I.1  with  a  re- 
commendation to  "  creiih  his  boots*'  with  it,  alluding  to  his  conntry  and  his 
office,  the  knight  took  ofience  at  the  exprefllon,  returned  the  money,  refigned 
His  office,  and  retired  to  Scotland.  But,  habituated  to  the  extravagance  of  a 
court  he  bad  abandoned,  he  diffipated  his  fortune,  and  gave  a  blow  to  the  fa* 
inily  eftatc  which  it  never  recovered.  There  is  a  fine  portrait  of  Sir  James  by 
Vandyke,  in  the  pofleffion  of  his  defcendast,  in  the  female  Une^  John  Einloc& 
Ifi^.ofKilrie. 


Of  Rutbvetf.  i9j 

this  pariih,  though  fome  rifing,  grounds  improperly  retain  that 
name.  Upon  one  of  thefe,  called  Candle-hill,  the  place  is  ta 
be  feen  where  the  barons  of  Ruthven  ere&ed  a  gibbet  in  feu^ 
^a  times.  Two  of  thofe  eminences  are  diftinguiibed  bj  the 
name  of  Laws,  upon  one  of  which  there  was  a  large  cairn 
fome  years  ago.  The  only  river  in  the  pariih  is  the  Ifla, 
which,  after  bounding  it  for  upwards  of  a  mile  on  the  N. 
fide,  turns  fuddenly  in  the  direftion  from  N.  W.  to  S.  £.,  di- 
viding the  parifh  into  two  unequal  parts,  leaving  the  largeil 
OQ  the  £•  fide.  The  upper  part  of  its  courfe  is  rocky  and 
windbg,  with  bold  and  deep  banks,  covered  in  many  places 
with  natural  woods,  and  affording  fome  very  romantic  fcenery. 
After  paffing  the  Lin,  which  is  a  fall  over  feveral  ridges  of 
broken  rock,  the  river  refolves  itfelf  into  a  pool,  called  the 
Corral,  probably  a  corruption  of  Quarry-hole,  there  appear-* 
iog  to  have  been  a  quarry  on  the  £•  fide,  at  fome  remote  pe* 
riod.  This  pool  is  deep  and  broad,  but  becomes  more  ihal- 
low  toward  the  S.,  and  ends  in  the  broad  ford»  famous  in  the 
annals  of  black  fifhing.  Upon  leaving  the  ford,  the  river  di- 
vides itfelf  into  two  branches,  forming  a  fmall  iiland,  called 
Stanner  Ifland,  containing  about  6  acres  :  afterward,  diverfi- 
fied  with  rapid  ftreams  and  gentle  mtanderiogs,  it  continues 
to  extend  through  level  and  fertile  fields.  In  winter,  the  low 
grounds  are  greatly  injured  by  the  river  fiiifting  its  courfe, 
carrying  away  the  rich  foil,  and  depofiting  barren  fand  and 
gravel  in  its  place.  It  would  he  greatly  to  the  advantage 
both  of  proprietors  and  tenants,  that  a  ilraight  channel  was 
cut  for  this  river,  through  its  haughs  or  low  grounds,  for 
about  8  miles,  from  the  S.  fide  of  this  pariih,  where  the  river 
begins  to  take  a  direction  to  the  weftward,  to  the  bridge  of 
Cupar  Angus.  The  river  is  well  (locked  with  trout  and  faU 
mon.  In  the  months  of  October  and  November,  the  latter 
come  here  to  fpawo,  at  which  time  great  havock  is  made  a« 

9>ong 
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n^oDg  them  bj  the  black 'fifliers*  The  praftice  of  black-fiih| 
log  is  fo  called,  becaufe  it  is  performed  in  the  night  time,  oi 
becaafe  the  fi(h  arc  then  black  or  foul.  At  this  feafon,  thcj 
freqneht  the  gravellj  £hallowS|  where  the  female  digs  confix 
derable  hoks«  in  which  flie  depofics  the  roe.  Dnring  this  o^ 
^ration,  which  ufuallj  continues  for  fome  weeks,  the  •^.aU 
attends  her,  and  both  are  in  a  very  torpid  (late.  The  black* 
Sihers,  provided  with  fpears,  compofed  of  5  barbed  prongs, 
fixed  upon  a  ftrong  (haft,  wade  up  and  down  upon  the  (bal< 
lows,  preceded  by  a  great  torch,  or  blaze,  as  it  is  called,  con- 
filling  of  dried  broom,  or  fir  tops,  fadened  round  a  pole*  By 
this  light  the  fifli  are  foon  difcemed^  and  being  then  very  dull^ 
are  ca(ily  transfixed.  Formerly  regulat  fi(h  courts  (as  they 
were  called),  were  held  once  a-year  at  leaft,  before  the  judices 
of  the  diflrifi,  where  perfons  fufpefied  of  this  praftice  were 
put  upon  oath,  and  if  they  refufed  to  clear  themfelves  in  that 
manner,  or  if  their  guilt  was  proved  by  proper  evidence,  they 
were  liable  to  fines  and  imprifonment.  At  prefent,  no  atten- 
tion is  paid  to  prevent  a  pra&ice  equally  againft  the  laws  of 
the  country,  dedruftive  of  the  health,  and  fubvcrfive  of  the 
morals  of  thofe  who  follow  it.  The  fi(h,  at  this  feafon,  are 
very  unwholefome  food  ^  the  dronged  conditutions  often  faC- 
fer  from  wading  up  to  the  middle  in  water  for  hours  together 
in  the  dead  of  the  night  of  all  the  year  ;  and  a  black»fi(hing 
match  often  ends  in  drunkcnnefs  and  debauchery.  There  is 
a  bridge  of  2  arches  over  the  river  Ida  in  this  pari(b,  on  the 
high  road  from  Dunkeld  and  Blairgowrie  to  Kerriemmr  and 
Brechin.  It  is  not  known  when  it  was  built,  but,  from  its 
condrudion,  being  narrow,  appears  to  be  ancient.  It  was 
lately  repaired,  and  is  of  great  fcrvicc  to  the  countrj,  there 
being  only  other  a,  bcfidcs  it,  upon  the  river,  from' its  fource 
at  Caentochan,  in  the  head  of  Glenifia  pari(b,  to  its  jun&ion 
with  the  Tay  at  Kinclaven,  in  a  dretch  upwards  of  40  miles* 

The 
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The  manj  melam^hcilj  accidciats  which  haTc  happened  : 
%t  the  forda  of  this  riyor,  might  bjB  cxpeAed  to  work 
the  feelings  of  all  concerned,  fo  far  a3  to  induce  ^eiii  ( 
one  more  a^  leaft  to^  the  number. 

Eccl^fiqfiieal  Matttri,  Siifemi,  Poor,  (/c.— Tradkiot 

that  the  church  of  Ruthven  waserefled  by  the  Earl  of  < 

fordf  pi:oprietor  of  the  barosj  of  Inverq^uiech,  for  the  a 

piodatioo  of  his  tenants,  feveral  of  them  having  been 

by  the  Rollos  of  BaUoch»  in  going  to  their  pariih  chu 

Aljth.     Aftenvard,  when  the  turbulent  neighbours  wc 

moved,  and  the  church  became  of  no  further  ufe  to  t 

naots  of  Inverquiech^  the  proprietor  of  Ruthven  got  th 

ronj  ere&ed  into  a  f^parate  pariih,  and  obtained  the  I 

Csawfbrd*s  chapel*  which  lay  convcaient,  to  be  the 

church,  and  the  lands  mortified  to  its  minifter  to  be  a 

It  does  not  appear  how  this  tranfadfon  was  brought 

probably  it  might  have  been  through  the  interference  * 

abbot  of  Arbroath,  who  was  both  patron  of  the  parii 

titular  of  the  tithes.    Upon  the  forfeiture  of  the  Panmi 

xnily,    in  17151  the   right  of   patronage    devolved  t 

Crawa :  the  minifter  is  titular  of  the  tithes  by  a  gift 

year  1634,  from  the  Marquis  of  Hamiltom,  then  proj 

of  the  Abbey-lands,  to  Mr,  Patrick  Crichton,  minti 

Rudiven,  and  his  fucccffors  in  office.     The  ftipcnd  is 

the  mimmuo),  and  has  never  been  augmented.     The 

confifling  of  upwards  of  20  acres  of  good  foil,  is  plei 

^tuated  on  the  W.  bank  of  the  river  Ida,  with  a  gent] 

to  the  S.  and  £•    The  living,  iucludang,  the  glebe,  n 

rcckooed  rather  better  than  60 1,  eommunibus  armU.^ 

is  a  fund  of  upwards  of  100  h  for  the  fupport  of  the 

which  was  lately  augmented  by  a  legacy  of  20  I.  fro 

^^odrew  Pitcairn,  writer  ia  Dundee,  whofe  father,  M 
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bert  Pltcairn,  was  the  firft  minifler  here  after  the  Revolatioo 
The  co11e£tioas  amount  to  about  5 1,  yearly.  There  is  a 
^refent  only  one  poor  familyt  confifting  of  a  mother  and  ^ 
chUdreni  who  receive  a  weekly  allowance  from  the  fund* 

Rent  of  the  'Part/by  Population  mid  Manner s.'^-^Thit  prcfen 
rent  of  the  parifli  is  630  1.  All  the  leafes  have  17  years  t( 
ran,  except  one,  which  will  expire  in  3  years ;  and  a  confi* 
derable  rife  of  rent  is  expeded  from  that  farm.  The  above 
rent  is  exclufive  of  the  oak,  and  other  plantations,  the  mofs- 
marl,  the  annual  value  of  which  cannot  eafily  be  rfcertaioed. 
The  oaks  are  fold  once  in  20  years  for  the  bark :  the  laft  time 
they  were  cut  down,  about  z8  years  ago,  they  gave  nearly 
200 1.  From  the  increafed  value  of  oak-bark,  a  very  great 
rife  is  now  ezpeded.  At  the  laft  cutting,  between  3000  and 
40CO  of  the  beft  trees  were  referVed,  which  have  thriven  re- 
markably. 

According  to  Dr.  Webfter'^s  report,  the  population  in  1755 
was  a8o.  The  number  of  the  parifhioners  in  all,  is  now 
aio  :  The  medium  number  of  births,  for  the  laft  7  years,  b 
7,  and  of  deaths  4.  The  parilh  has  been  gradually  on  the 
decreafe,  owing  to  the  enlarging  of  the  farms.  This  has  alfo 
contributed,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the  removal  of  the  cottagers  *. 

The 

*  The  tenants  beiog  xtkti&tA  froip  itthTet^nf  mofe  or  i^,  are  eSeduftUy 
prevented  firom  having  cottagers  upon  the  old  eftabliihment.  UotU  verj  lately 
all  of  them  had  their  proportion  of  thcfe  ufeful  dependants.  Every  cottage^ 
family  in  this  parilh,  pofTefled  a  houfe,  garden,  grafs  for  one  cow,  and  one  con}- 
pated  acre  of  good  ground.  The  ground  was  laboured  by  the  farmer,  who  alio 
drove  out  their  dung,  brought  hoo^e  their  com  and  fuel,  eoofifting  of  peat  aiui 
turf.  The  one  half  of  their  acre  was  in  oats,  the  other  in  barley.  The  rent 
was  I L  a-man  reaper  in  harveft.  The  cottager  and  his  family  were  fubjeA  to  the 
CdX\  of  the  farmer,  for  what  other  work  he  might  need,  and  were  paid  accord- 
ing to  the  rate  of  the  country.    With  thcfe  advantages,  and  their  own  induftry 
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The  paviihlottecs  aare  aU  of  tbe  £ftfl}>lilbed  Church,  etcept  2  of 
the  Qmrrfc  of  £agIaod»  who  attend  public  worfhip  regular^ 
Ijr  io  dw  paciflft  charck^  while  they  rcfide  here.  .  The  parifhi* 
oacv%  feir  the  moA  part^  are  emplojed  in  agriculture  ;  there 
are^  hoflreTer,  a.  few  flMnufafturers^  tradefmea,  millers,  and 
da^lahoooera.  ThfijF  axie^  in  general^  honeft,  fober  and  in- 
dttftriovsy  living  peaeeaUj  and  comfortablj.  The  ague  wa^ 
fenaerly  rery  commoa  anx>ng  tbem«  probably  from  their 
poor  way  of  Uving  ;  httt  now  it  19  fcarcely  ever  heard  of. 

jtuiquitUs* — ^On  the  S.  and  W.  fide  of  the  parifh,  there  is 
an  endofure  of  great  antiq^uity,  concerning  the  ufe  of  which 
tradition  gives  no  account.  It  ia  nearly  of  a  fquare  form^ 
&ad  ooataina  about  an  Englilh  acre  of  ground.  The  walls^ 
wbieb  are  of  earthy  as  far  as  can  be  judged,  have  been  origi. 
oaBy  of  confiderable  height  and  breadth.  A  deep  and  wide 
ditch  on  the  oulfide  of  the  wall,  filled  with  water  from  an  ad- 
joimog  morais,  is  ftill  almoft  entire.  This  fort,  now  known 
by  the  name  of  Cafiledykes,  was  probably  a  place  of  retreat 
to  the  neighbourhood  in  times  of  turbulence  and  barbarifm* 
The  north  pa^  of  this  parifh  is  faid  to  have  been  the  fcene  of 
engagement  between  the  EngUfli  and  Scotch  forces,  under 
King  £dward  and  Robert  Bruce.  Although  there  is  no  men- 
tioo  of  this  Ikirmilh  in  hillory,  yet  it  is  confirmed  by  feveral 
monuments  of  antiquity  and  tradition:  confirmed  in  this  man- 
ner, it  naoft  ever  be  valuable  in  a  country  where  autlientic  re- 
cords have  been  deftroyed  by  the  barbarous  policy  of  its  in- 
vaders.    The  EngUlh  army  feems,  at  this  time,  to  have  been 

Vol.  XII.  P  p  ftationed 

It  borne,  the  cottagers,  in  general.  liTed  comfortably  according  to  their  llation, 
and  brought  up  a  numerous  and  hartly  offspring.  For  the  mod  part  they  have 
emigtated  to  the  manufo^lariog  towns,  and  their  removal  has  proved,  in  many 
rcfpe6h,  an  eOeotial  lofs  to  the  ioterefta  of  agriculture*  particularly  for  one  ar- 
ticle, ha.virtg  rendered  country  iervaat*  apd  dagr-Ubourera  very  expend ve,  and 
tifficult  to  be  got.    ' 
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Rationed  on  the  S.  fide  of  Strathmore,  at  In^lifton,  (f.  e.  Eng- 
lifli  town)  where  remains  of  their  camp  are  ftiU  diicemibk  y 
the  Scotch  forces^  or  a  confideraUe  part  of  them,  at  kaft,  on 
the  N.  fide  of  the  ftrath,  at  the  foot  of  the  Grampian  momu 
tains,  having  their  front  covered  by  the  river  Ifla.  A  coni- 
cal mount  in  this  pariib,  called  Saddle>-hillocky  is  faid  to  have 
been  made  ufe  of  bj  the  Englifh,  perhaps  to  command  the 
ford  at  Dellavaird,  whilft  their  troops  mardied  over  to  at- 
tack the  Scotch,  and  to  have  received  its  name  from  feme  cir- 
cumftance  which  took  place  on  that  occafion,  bnt  which  is  not 
dillinftly  related.  The  hillock  ftands  upon  a  very  level  field, 
is  of  confiderahle  height,  and  has  upon  its  t(^  the  remains  of 
a  fmall  earthen  fort,  evidently  artificial ;  and  appears  from  an 
opening  made  in  its  fide,  to  have  been  compofed  of  large 
flones,  fome  of  which  are  fmoothed,  as  if  they  had  been  taken 
from  the  bed  of  the  river.  Whether  it  was  erefted  on  this 
occafion,  or  whether  it  might  not  have  been  much  more  an- 
cient. It  is  not  eafy  to  determine.  It  would  appear  that  the 
Englifli  were  repulfed  in  their  attempt  to  ford  the  river,  pur- 
fued  by  the  Scotch,  and  brought  to  an  engagement,  to  the 
S.  of  the  river,  and  hillock  above  mentioned,  where,  under 
a  huge  cairn  in  the  E.  moor  (heath)  of  Ruthven,  their  dead 
are  faid  to  be  burled.  On  the  S.  fide  of  the  river,  in  the  pa- 
rlfli  of  Alyth,  the  place  where  the  Scotch  forces  were  fta- 
tioned,  ftill  goes  by  the  name  of  Bruoetown  ;  and  a  large 
Handing  ftones  arc  ftill  to  be  fecn  erefted  in  remembrance  of 
this  event.  Upon  one  of  thefe  is  a  reprefentation  of  a  horfe- 
flioe,  an  emblem  fufficiently  expreffive  in  the  eventful  hiftory 
of  the  celebrated  Scottifli  hero  *• 

In 

*  This  evident]  f  alludes  to  Brace's  narrow  efcape  from  England,  when  Ed- 
ward had  refolved  to  murder  him.  "  Bruffiiu  interca  per  comttem  Cttmeiue  a- 
yltura  amicum  certior  de  repcmioo  pericaio  fa^us ;  qui  non  aufus  fugie  coofi. 
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In  the  E.  moor  above  mentioned,  are  two  large  granites,  a 
fpecies  of  ftone  rather  uncommon  in  this  neighbourhood. 
Handing  ere&y  between  5  and  6  feet  above  ground,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  12  feet  from  each  other,  and  having  each  a  flat  fide 
fronting  due  S.  There  are  2  fmaller  ftones  to  the  S.  of  the 
large  ones,  and  48  feet  diftant  from  them,  and  at  right  angles, 
but  12  feet  diftant  from  each  other.  The  larg^ft  granite  is 
on  the  W.  fide,  and  20  feet  in  circumference.  Thefe  ftgnea 
might  be  confidered  as  fome  Druidical  monument ;  the  more 
io^  as  the  farm  adjoining  is  called  Dra^Tan,  which,  according 
to  fome,  is  a  corruption  of  Druidum  Fanum,  that  is  a  temple, 
or  place  of  worfhip  of  the  Druids  *. 

Several  ftone  coffins  have  been  dug  up  in  the  pariih,  con« 
taining  fragments  of  human  bones,  apparently  of  great  fiie. 
Befides  the  cairns  above  mentioned,  there  is  a  number  of 
fmaller  ones  in  this  pariih,  one  of  which,  known  by  the  name 
ofCrian's  Gref,  faid  to  have  been  erefted  upon  the  grave  of 
a  noted  robber,  feems  to  indicate,  that  the  fepulchural  tumulus 
was  not  always  raifed  in  honour  of  the  dead. 

Minerals^  Mofs  and  Marl. — ^The  parifli  abounds  in  mineral 

fprings, 

lium  litteris  commltterey  Bruflll  eiemplo  raonitus,  ad  eum  calcarin  inaurata, 
r.ummofque  aliqvot  aureos  ini(it,  tanqnam  fuperiore  haec  die  mutuo  ab  eo  acce- 
piflet.  Robertas,  ut  in  pcriculis  homioes  funt  fagaciores,  non  ignaras  quid  eo 
oiaoere  fignificaretur,  fabrum  de  no<Sle  accerfit,  trium  equorum  foleas  inverfas  ac 
prepofteras  equis  affigerc  jubet,  ne  veftigia,  velut  abeuntium,  per  nivem  fugam 
pTodcrct. — BucR. 

*  Unfortunately  for  this  conjedhirc,  the  following  doubts  occur  :—Z.  It  {» 
doubtful  if  the  Druids  had  any  temples  that  were  rectangular,  or  even  circular, 
or  any  places  of  worfliip  whatever,  except  groves.  2.  It  is  doubtful  if  any 
Druids  inhabited  this  part  of  the  ifland.  3.  Granting  they  did,  it  is  doubtful 
ir'  they  or  our  forefathers,  at  that  time,  knew  any  thing  of  the  Latin  language. 
If  the  learned  antiquary  could  fwlcientiy  remove  tlie  two  firft  of  thefe,  the 
/jitter  might  eafily  be  got  over,  by  fuppofing  the  name  to  have  b?en  of  a  latter 
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fpringSy  fe^alngly  of  differsnt  kindb^  but  tfadr  meficmal  Qua- 
lities liave  never  u  yet  bee&  afoertakied.  A  fteel  fprmg  was 
difcovered  latelj  near  the  matife.  It  is  geseraBy  pvre,  but 
&t  times  turbid,  emitting  periodically  coniiimbk  qnmtkks 
of  reddifii  ochrey  fubftaace.  There  is  a  peat-mofCi  in  tbc  pa.- 
rifli,  but  It  is  diftcult  of  accefs,  except  in  a  very  dry  fmnoKr. 
The  principal  dependence  of  the  pariflioners  i^  inxiy  is  u|Kin 
boal  from  Dundee^  the  neareft  fea  port.  The  pariik  contains 
Ihell  marl,  of  very  fine  quality.  It  is  foaad,  for  the  moft  port, 
under  peat-mofs  ;  fometimes,  however,  under  fand,  and,  what 
is  remaikable,  at  one  plaoe,  under  a  bed  of  pure  cky,  upwards 
of  3  feet  thick.  There  is,  indeed,  a  field  of  clay  in  the  neighs 
bourhood,  but,  sa  there  is  no  running  water  naat  it,  except 
fmidl  fprings,  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  the  length  of  tioMs  re- 
quifite  for  thrfe,  or  the  ordinary  wafiiing  of  rat»-w«cer,  to 
Itave  carried  away  and  depofited  fuoh  a  tenacious  fubftanoe  as^ 
day,  to  fuch  a  thicknefs  above  the  marl,  which,  from  its  na- 
ture, muft  have  been  formcki  by  degrees  in  the  bottom  of  a 
lake.  It  is  upwards  of  50  years  fince  this  ufeful  mfiiure  was 
difcoveredj  but,  fuch  was  the  ignorance  and  obftinacy  of  the 
country  people,  that  it  was  a  long  time  before  they  would  a« 
-vail  themfelves  of  it.  It  is  even  told,  that  fome  of  the  neigh- 
bouring proprietors  were  under  the  neceflity  of  binding  their 
tenants  under  a  penalty  to  make  ufe  of  a  certain  quantity  of 
it  yearly.  Afterward,  however,  when  they  began  to  per- 
ceive its  effefts  upon  the  foil,  from  want  of  reftriAion,  they  o- 
vercropped  fome  oi  their  fields  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they 
feel  the  eSe&s  of  it  to  this  day,  and,  in  fome  places,  are  re- 
duced to  a  caput  tnortftttm.  A  darg  of  marl  i.  e.  as  tnuch  as 
could  be  cad  up  with  one  fpade  in  one  day,  amounting  often 
to  200  bolh,  did  not  cod  then  above  i8d.  or  a  s. ;  it  is  now 
fold  at  xod.  a- boll,  at  the  neighbpuring  mofs  of  Baikie,  in 
the  parifli  of  Airly,  their  being  none  difpofed  of  at  prcfent  in 

this 
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ifliis  fMoifli.  A  vein  of  chy  marl,  of  <a  t«<l  and  yellow  coloac, 
was  obfervcd  here  fcwnd  years  ago»  and  found  to  aafwer  wcU 
with  the  ^ry  grounds.  It  was  afterward  difooverod  to  iie  • 
fpedcs  oC  fuUer*s  earth  ;  faut  the  difcovery  came  too  late,  «8 
the  vein  by  that  time  was  tieariy  exhaufted. 

Ad^mmc^e^us  Skuatifmf^r  Machimry. — At  Balfainiie«  up« 
on  the  £.  "fide  of  die  river  lih,  there  is  a  good  fituation  for  a 
diftiilery*  FartlKT  op  die  siver,  and  on  each  fide  of  the  Ltn^ 
where  the  com  and  waalkmiUs  ftaud,  there  are  tzceUent  fita- 
atioua  for  nMchinery,  where,  with  little  ezpeafe,  a  great  bo» 
dy  of  water  couid  be  procured  during  tlie  w<iiole  year,  to  my 
necefiary  height.  There  mre  two  other  fituattoos  for  iniUay 
at  poeCent  Qiu>ccupied.  The  one  at  the  bridge  on  the  N«fide, 
where  there  was  «  waulk  (or  fulling)  null  Ibnnerly ;  the  o^. 
ther  at  a  little  diftance  on  the  S.  fide  of  the  bridge,  where  « 
lint-  mill  iioed  feme  years  ago.  It  might  he  mentioned,  that 
there  would  he  a  capital  ficuatJon  for  machinery  on  the  wa<» 
cer  ridge  of  the  glebe,  with  an  excdlenc  freeftooe  qtnny, 
within  200  jratds  of  it:  What  would  be  greatly  in  livmnr  of 
this  fitoatfoov  is,  that  the  low  glebe,  confifting  of  about  to 
acres  of  6ne  ibil,  lies  direftly  above  the  water  ridge,  is  very 
kvd|  and  might  be  warred,  in  every  diredion,  for  bleadiing 
ground,  by  a  fmall  rivulet  whidi  never  dries  up,  called  the 
Kirkton  bum.  The  abundance  of  freeftone  in  this  pariih,  its 
centrical  fitaatioB  to  the  mannfaAutiag  villages  of  Cupar  Aa« 
gus,  Alyth,  and  Kirriemuir,  its  moderate  diftance  from  the 
flourifliing  town  of  Dundee,  being  only  15  miles,  and  it  of 
thefe  upon  a  turnpike  road  ;  the  plen&nlnefs  and  fertility  of 
the  country,  and  the  reafenahle  price  of  provifions  oAdod  to 
tlie  water-falls  above  mentioned,  feem  to  concur  in  pointing 
out  tiiis  little  parifii  as  a  dcfirabk  fpoc  for  machinery  aad  ma- 
PttfiiQure*    Somet4iin|  of  this  kind  is  mncb  wanted  to  qnick- 

en 


30^  Statiftical  Acctunt 

en  the  induftry  of  the  tcnanti,  and  give  a  readj  market  tv 
inaDj  articles  at  prefent  of  little  ralae.  It  is  to  be  hoped, 
that  thefe  natural  advantages  will  not  alwajrs  be  overlooked, 
and  that  an  obferving  and  induilrious  age  will  at  length  avail 
itfelf  of  circumftances  fo  ilrikinglj  &vourable» 

State  of  the  Pari/b  50  years  ago. — Agriculture  waa  in  the 
fame  rude  (lace  in  this  parifh  50  years   ago,  that  it  had   beea 
for  time  immemorial,  without  any  improvement  or  alteration 
whatever.     A  fmall  portion  of  the  farm,  called  the  infield, 
which  lay  contiguous  to  the  houfe,  received  all  the  dung,  and 
was  kept  confiantly  in  crop  with  barley  and  oats,  or  fome* 
times  with  flax,   as  the  ground  was  in  condition  to  bear  it. 
The  reft  of  the  farm  was  called  the  outfield,  and  kept  for 
pafture,  in  fuch  natural  grafs   as  it  could  produce.     That 
part  of  the  outfield  which  was  arable,  after  remaining  three 
years  in  grafs,   was  cropped  for  other  three  years  fuccef- 
fively  with  black  oats,  an  inferior  kind  of  grain,  of  which  2 
bolls  at  leaft  were  required  to  give  i  boll  of  meal*     Unac- 
quainted with  the  method  of  raifing  artificial  grades,  and  un- 
able to  maintain  their  beftial  upon  their  fcanty  pafture,  the 
tenants  were  under  the  neceility  of  fending,  the  greater  part  of 
them  to  the  glens  in  the  Highlands,  fit>m  the  conclufioa  of  the 
feed- time,  about  the  beginning  of  June,  until  about  the  mid- 
dle of  September.     From  the  want  of  turnip,  and  other  green 
food,  their  cattle  were  poorly  fed  in  winter,  and  their  cows 
gave  littk  or  no  milk.     In  place  of  milk,  they  were  neceifi- 
tated  to  have  recourfe  to  the  wretched  fubftitute  of  (krine,  or 
unboiled  flummery,  prepared  from  the  refufe  of  oatmeal  foaked 
in  water.     A  cow  was  never  known  to  have  a  calf  oftener 
than  once  in  two  years.     Animal  food  was  never  feen-  in  a 
farmer's  houfe  above  once  or  twice  a-year.     The  rent  was 
triflbg,  but  the  tenant  was  inaflivei  perfilting  in  (be  beaten 

track 
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dc  of  imperfeA  agriculture,  and  feldom  feeking  be; 
\y  fubfiftcnce.  Yet  thcrfc^who  have  lived  to  experiena 
ro<ierfal  change  which  half  a  jcentury  has  produced,  dc 
r  tliat  they  were  formerly  unhappy  ;  fatisfied  with  I 
aoae  of  them  were  rich,  neidier  were  there  any  really  | 
leir  great  dependence  at  that  .time  was  upon  their  iheq 
riiclik  they  bred  and  maintained  coniidcrable  numbers, 
r  t\xc  feparation  of  the  crop  from  the  ground,  the  fields 
.xae  then  a  kind  of  common  pallurage,  until  the  cnfuing  i 
one  9  but  upon  the  introdudion  of  fown  grafs  and  turni 
?came  neceflary  to  put  away  the  fheep  ;  and  there  are 
aljr  a  very  few  for  private  ufe.  The  whole  of  the  ' 
ras  manufadured  in  the  parifh  into  a  kind  of  coarfe  ^ 
in.  cloth,  with  part  of  which  the  farmer  clad  himfelf 
amily ;  the  remainder  was  fold  to  help  to  pay  the  rent, 
he  flax  which  was  then  raifed,  and  which,  like  the  wpol, 
:onfiderable  in  quantity,  but  more  fo  in  quality,  was  m 
faftured  in  the  parifh  for  home  confumption,  or  fold  in  j 
rhc  following  table,  from  good  information,  may  ferve  to 
a  comparative  flate  of  thi$  parifh,  and  even  throw  fome  1 
on  the  ftate  of  other  parifhes,  not  only  at  the  period  all 
to,  but  for  a  long  time  back« — Note  :  50  years  are  mentic 
becaufe  fome  authentic  documents  refer  to  that  period^  N 
teratioo  whatever  was  obferved  here,  until  about  55  } 
ago.  In  the  firfl  column  in  the  article  Servants  Wages,  t 
are  fome  perquifites  ealled  bounties,  amounting  from  5 
10  s.  yearly,  not  included  ;  in  the  fecond  column  all  1 
perquifites  are  included. 
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CeurARAVivs  State  of  tlMPAKi9i»^Tears«i7^  mA  1792 

^ofe  marked  thus  *^  art  converfion  pricfs^  and  may  ht 
rectooid  a  JbiUing  at  leqft  btlovj  the  foarieU 


Number  of  pari(hionerS| 
_—  of  tenants,     -      »- 
1  of  ploughmen,     - 

..-.—  of  work-horfiB9t    * 
M     .       of  work«cattk»    - 

■  of  young  cattle  bred 
yearly,      - 

■  of  cattle  naiiitatned 
yeaily,       - 

■■   ■■         of  iheep^    - 

■  ■  of  lbs.  of  wool,     - 

cf  ftones  of  hay,    - 

— ^-^  of  acres  of  turnip, 
Rent  of  th«  puriih,    - 
Wages  of  a  man  fervant.    • 

■  of  a  halflin  (between 
man  and  boy),     -    -     - 

■.  of  a  herd,    •     •     . 

,  of  a  woman  fervant^ 

■    of  a  man  reaper,    . 

■  of  a  woman  reaper, 

'     of  a  day  labourer, 
witb  viduals,     •     -     - 
Price  of  a  horfe,     -     -     - 

—  of  an  ox,   -     -     -    - 

■  of  a  calf,  •     •     -.     • 

—  of  a  iheep,  -     •     -     - 

—  of  a  hog,  -  -  -  - 
— —  of  a  cart,  -  -  -  - 
— —  of  a  plough,  -  -  - 
of  wheat,  the  boll,  - 

■  of  barley  and  oatmeal, 
*^—  of  peafe,  -     -     -     • 

—  cf  feed  oats,     *.    •    - 
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174a. 

179a. 

Price  of  m-^lt,    -     -     -    - 

L.o  II 

li 

L.I     4 

0 

of  corn  with  fodder, ,- 

I     0 

0 

I     0 

0 

of  hay  the  ftone,  -    - 

0     0 

'4 

of  flax, 

0  15 

0 

0  la 

0 

■         of  butter,   .     -     -     - 

0     5 

6 

0  la 

0 

—  of  cheefe,     .      -      • 

°    3  , 

6 

0     J 

6 

0     I  ' 

0 

0    0 

10 

pork, 

0    0 

I 

0    0 

34 
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4 

0     I 

0 

■         of  a  chicken,  •     •     - 
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NUMBER  XXIV. 


PARISH  OP  AUCHTERLESS. 


(CpiJWTT  AKD  Stko]>^  or  ABUOiixK^  PHE^nsiT  or  Tim* 

REP.) 


B^  tie  Rro.  Mr.  Alsxakder  Ro«. 


THE  name  of  the  parilh  is  faid  to  be  derived  from  tbe 
Gaelic.  It  is  about  7  miles  long  and  3  broad.  The 
foil  is  various  f  in  fome  places  a  deep  black  mould,  but  tke 
greater  part  is  light  and  gravelly,  intermixed  with  clay,  which 
is  early,  and  produfiive  of  good  crops.  There  are  no  moun- 
tains nor  hills.  A  finall  river  or  rivutet  called  Ythan,  abound- 
ing with  trouts,  which  takes  its  rife  from  two  fprings^  runs 
from  the  S.  W.  to  the  N.  E.,  and  paiBn  through  the  parifk* 
In  fummer  it  can  be  ilepped  over  in  many  places,  but  gradu- 
ally increafes  by  the  addition  of  many  other  ftreams  as  it 
glides  along  towards  the  fea,  and  becomes  a  pretty  large  rivet 
at  EUon,  where  a  fine  bridge  has  lately  beeo  built. 

Population^ 
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P^«ii#toii.^-According  to  Dr.  Webftei^s  report,  the  po« 
pulation  in  1755  was  Xi64«  When  the  prefeot  incumbent 
was  (ettled  here  in  17741  and  vifited  his  parifli  next  fpring, 
there  were  1360  fouls  in  it;  at  prefent  there  are  fcarcelj 
I20C.  This  decreafe  is  owing  to  feveral  caufes.  On  one  e« 
ftate  fome  eztenfive  fianns  have  been  wade,  and  feveral  crofts 
for  a  number  of  years.  Oa  other  eftates,  two  farms  have 
been  put  into  one.  On  all  thefe  were  many  families,  who 
have  gone  to  mannfaduring  towns,  or  otherwife,  where  they 
have  daily  employment.  There  are  not  40  diflenters  in  the 
parifli ;  3  of  them  Roman  Catholics,  5  Seceders,  and  the  reft 
Epifcopab.  There  are  6  heritors,  one  of  whom  only  refides 
in  the  parilh  at  prefent.  From  January  1775  ^^  January 
27  93,  there  have  been  536  baptifxns  and  170  marriages, 
which,  at  an  average,  is  10  marriages  and  about  31  bap- 
tifms  in  the  year. 

Church,  Stipend,  Poor,  \3c. — A  new  handfome  church  was 
bnik  in  1780,  and  the  manfe  in  I769«  The  flipend,  include 
ing  communion  elements,  grafs»money,  &c.  is  about  40  L  los* 
with  48  bolls  oat*meaI.  An  augmentation  of  48  bolls  meal, 
and  a  fmall  addition  for  communion  elements  was  decreed  by 
the  court  of  teinds  in  February  179X,  but  never  yet  localled. 
The  glebe,  and  a  fmall  garden,  meafure  6  acres.  The  patron- 
age  is  claimed  by  the  Crown,  and  Mr.  Duff  of  Hatton,  the 
principal  heritor :  When  a  vacancy  happens,  both  prefent  to 
the  living. — ^There  is  a  parochial  fchool  here.  The  falary  is 
81.  6s»  8d.  By  the  feflion-clerkfhip,  marriages,  baptifms,  and 
fchool-fees,  the  living  will  be,  commumbus  annts,  upwards  o£ 
lol.— There  are  at  prefent  16  poor  and  indigent  perfons  on 
the  roll,  principally  reduced  to  poverty  by  old  age  and  dif- 
lerapers.  The  fund  for  their  maintenance  arifes  from  the  vo* 
Inntaxy  contributions  of  the  pariihioners  on  the  Sundays,  and 
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• 
at  the  time  of  the  celebration,  of  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's 
Supper.  It  amounts,  at  prefcnt,  to  about  25 1.  Sterling ; 
whicht  with  monej  for  the  pall,  fines  from  delinquents,  and 
the  intcreft  of  no  1.  Sterling  at  4^  per  cent,  diflributed  quar- 
terly and  occafionally,  is  adequate  to  their  necefllties,  with 
what  little  fome  of  them  can  earn  for  themfelves*  None  of 
the  parifhioners  are  allowed  to  beg,  as  thej  are  all  fupported 
in  their  own  houfes  *• 

/Jtf«/._Thc  valued  rent  of  the  parifh  is  3153I.  7  s.  Scots* 
The  real  rent  about  j 500  1.  Sterling.  The  rents  are  paid 
partlj  in  money  and  oac-meal,  and  a  variety  of  cuftoms  and 
fervices.  On  fome  eflates  the  tenants  are  bound  to  paj  but* 
ter,  ducks,  bens,  capons,  &c.  to  dig,  dry,  carry  home,  andbaild 
up  a  certain  quantity  of  peats,  and  to  carry  from  the  nearell 
fea-port,  coals  for  the  proprietors  ufe.     They  are  alfo  bound 

for 


*  Bj  tlie  famine  in  178)  and  17 S3,  tlie  inferior  ranks  were  reduced  to  the 
^reateft  extremity  of  want,  and  many  would  have  periihed  without  extraordi- 
nary aflSftance,  which  was  cbeerfully  afforded.  Happy  for  this  country,  proTi- 
dence  brought  about  a  peace ;  fo  that  the  peafe  which  were  laid  up  for  the 
navy,  were  fold  oflf,  which  was  the  faving  of  the  North  of  Scotland.  By  large 
purchaies  of  thefe  and  Englifli  barley,  and  by  a  noble  and  feafonable  fupply  of 
thefe  articles,  gratuitoufly  fent  from  London,  by  the  humane  and  bcnerolent 
Meflb^  ^-r-n  and  E— is,  the  lives  of  the  pariflii oners  were  preferved.  The 
Urk-fciBoVs  funds  were  reduced  by  the  exertions  made,  fnmi  180],  to  no  1. 
Sterling.  It  is  worthy  of  obfenration,  that  notwithftanding  the  fcarcity,  and 
that  three-fourths  of  the  people  lived  for  feveral  months  almoft  wholly  on  peafe- 
meal,  to  which  they  had  not  been  accoftomed,  yet  there  never  was  in  the  me- 
mory  of  the  oldeft  man  living,  better  health  enjoyed  by  the  parifluoners.  The 
pbylkian's  aid  was  fcidom  wanted. 

^a^^i.-— A  day-labourer  has  8d.  a-day  ;  a  wright  8d. ;  a  tailor  6d.,  all  ex- 
clufive  of  vidhials;  men  fervants,  for  farming,  from  7L  to  SL  a^year;  women 
fervants  3!.;  men  hired  for  harveft  2I.,  and  women  20s.  AH  thefe  are  nearly 
double  of  what  the|  ^^e  30  yearf  ago. 
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for  a  certain  nuiuber  of  fliort  and  long  carriages,  2.  e,  errands 
with  borfes  and  carts  ;  a  certain  iiUii^ber  of  reapers  a  daj  in 
harvefl,  and  plough  yokings  and  harrowing  on  the  heritor'^ 
mains.  Thefe  are  all  eilimated  as  part  of  rent*  On  ether, e- 
flates  few  of  thefe  areexa&ed.  On  eQatts  where  theproprie- 
tors  live  at  a  diflance,  the  cufloqts  and  carriages  are  convert- 
ed. Thefe  fervices  and  cufioms  are  great  difcouragemencs  and 
hardfhips  on  the  induilrious  Improving  tenant,  which,  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  will,  eve  long,  become  obfoleie. 

^Agriculture,  gtc,— About  20  years  ago,  oxcn-plooghs  were 
mofllj  in  ufe.    Now  there  are  only   14  oxen-ploughs  in  the 
pariih*     The  improving  tenants,  in  general,  ufe  the  light  £ng- 
lifh  plough,  drawn  by  %  horfes,  of  which  fome  employ  3or  4» 
Though  the  expenfe  of  horfes  is  great,  yet  the  large  quanti- 
ties of  meal  and'  bear  tliey  carry  to  market,  or  a  fea^port,  and 
the  great  quantity  of  lime  they  bring  liome  for  their  grounds, 
obliges  them  to  ufe  horfes  for  every  purpofe.     Double  carts 
for  fome  years  have  been  ufed  by  all  the  farmers  who  have 
ftrong  horfes.     Oats,  bear  and  peafe,  are  the  only  kinds  of 
grain  fown  here,   principally  the   two  firft.     Of  thefe  great 
quantities  are  raifed,  and  much  meal  exported  every  year.  £x« 
tenfive  fields  are  laid  out  yearly  for  hay  and  paflure.     The 
gra£s-fceds  are  fown  in  with  bear  or  oats  \   what   is  defigned 
for  hay  is  generally  after  turnip,  of  which  large  quantities  are 
fown,  fome  in   broad  cafi,   fome  in  drills.     Tne  turnips  are 
ufed  for  feeding,  not  only  for  the  butcher  and  their  own  fa- 
milies, but  principally  for  their  youag  cattle,  which  the  far- 
mer finds  much  more  for  his  advantage  \  as  being  fed  on  tur- 
nip through  the  winter  and  fpring,   and  full  grazing  in  the 
fummer,  they  rife  to  a  coi^fiderable  fize,  and  bring  from  5  1^ 
to  7 1.  or  upwards,  at  3  years  of  age.     Potatoes  are  planted  in 
^reat  abundance  on  ever^  farm  and  croft*    Upon  the  S.  fide 

of 
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«f  the  fmall  water  of  Tthan,  there  is  a  great  deal  of'rifinf 
ground,  covered  wkh  fhort  heath,  little  ^capable  of   improve- 
ment ;   yet  there  are  fome  fine  ext«nfive  farms  on   that  fide, 
well  improvedi  except  the  moor  ground.     On  the  other  fide 
of  faid  rivulet,  a  beautiful  profpeft  prefents  itfelf  to  crerjr 
il ranger.     The  farms  large  and  clofe,  in  general  in  high  enU' 
tivaticn.     Little  more  than  20  years  ago,  the  greateft  Domber 
of  thefe  fine  aad  eztenfive  farms  were  in  the  fame  oegle^ed 
(late  with  many  others  in  the  country.     The  leafes  were  ge-l 
nerally  for  19  years.     On  one  eftate  mofUy  liferents.     ByJ 
the  firft,  the  farmer  tried  to  improve  his  ground  for  9  or  10 1 
years,  and  the  remainder  of  his  leafe,  he  fcourgcd  and  over- 
cropped it,  by  which  he  both  injured  himfelf  and  the  poiTcf- 
fion*     By  the  fecond,  or  liferent  leafes,  the  judicious  farmer 
faw  he  might  ruin  himfelf,  by  launching  out  too  far  in  im*  I 
proving  his  farm,   and  might  be  cut  off  by  death  before  he  I 
drew  in  any  return  for  the  ezpenfes  he  had  been  at,  and  leave  | 
his  family  deftitutc.     Therefore,  to  remedy  thefe  evils,  (cve- 
ral  of  them  applied   to  the  proprietors   to  have  their  leafei;  | 
lengthened  out  to  a  longer  period.     This  feveral  of  the  moil  | 
improving  tenants  obtained,  and  got  new  leafes  for  their  own 
lifetime,  19  years  after  that,  and  a  lifetime  to  one  of  their 
ions,  upon  paying  a  graflum  or  fine,  or  a  moderate  rife  of 
rent  at  the  commencement  of  each  of  thefe  periods.     This  en- 
couraged the  fpirited  and  enterprifing  tenant,  which  has  had 
a  moft  happy  tStSt.     The  exertions  they  now  make  are  very 
great.     Engliih  fiiell  lime  is  now  brought  from  Banff  or 
M'Dufi^  at  the  diftance  of  18  or  20  miles  in  large  quanti- 
ties.    Inftances  are   not  wanting  here  of  fanners  carrying 
400,  500,  and  even  from  1000  to  1200  bolls  to  lay  on  their 
pofleffions  in  the  courfe  of  one  year,  which  will  foon  amply 
compcnfate  them  for  this  great  expenfe.      It  has  anfwercd 
another  valuable  purpofe,  viz,  fetting  fuch  an  example  be- 
fore 


Of  AuchUrlefs. 

tltofe  i&  the  lower  walks  of  life»  that  has  excited  in  \ 
ere  properly  encouraged),  the  like  fpiritof  improvd 
wringing  lime  at  the  fame  diftance  to  their  crofts,  or ; 
iicleSy  even  when  thej  have  but  one  fmall  horfe  and 
b  fsiniiersy  fome  of  them  men  of  enlarged  ideas,  are 
>leffiiigs.     ConfciooB  of  the  inconvenience  and  hard! 
f  labour  under,  bj  the  aforementioned  £ervices  and  cuft 
f  liave  let  off  part  of  their  grounds  to  fubtenants  at  a 
able  renty  have  built  houfes  for  them^  given  them  le 
L  cza£t  not  one  day's  fervice  from  them ;  only  when  i 
re  occafion  to  hire  them  as  day-labourers,  that  they ; 
Te  them  in  preference  to  another. 

Idifctllatuous  Obfervations. — Feats  and  turf  have  alvi 
«a  the  fuel  ufed  here^which,  in  digging,  drying  and  c» 
ig  home,  employed  the  farmer  and  his  fervants  the  gr« 
art  of  the  fummer,  as  the  modes  are  at  the  diftance  of  6  < 
[liles  from  many  of  the  farms.    Now  the  more  enlightf 
armers  ufe  no  more  peats  than  is  necefiary  for  their  kitcb 
M,  drying  their  corns  for  meal,  but  choofe  rather  to  b 
Engliih  coal  from  Banff  or  M^Duff,  though  the  price  h 
ttavagaotly  high,  fometimes  %%  d.  the  barrel,  of  za  : 
ireighl.    A  few  draughts  of  their  carts  will  bring  coal : 
cient  to  ferve  them  through  the  year :  and  thus  they 
^me  during  the  fummer  for  carrying  lime  for  their  fa 
n  tbe  unequal  and  oppreffive  duty  on  coals  carried  coaft^ 
preit  taken  off,  it  would  be  the  greateft  advantage  to  thi 
,  (where  the  ordinary  fuel  is  fcarcely  to  be  had,  efp 
r  in  wet  fummera),  as  well  as  it  would  be  to  the  wh< 
:  nordi  of  Scotland.     There  are  about  z  joo  black  cat 
pariih ;  200  horfes  of  various  lizes ;  and  z6oo  i 
ily  of  the  fmall  Scotch  breed  ;  they  have  been  impn 
ifixe  and  wool  for  fome  years,  by  the  inQrodu^on  oi 
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gcr  tups.  Sheep  have  decreafed  here  in  number  fincc  the  ge- 
neral praftice  took  place  of  laying  down  fo  much  ground  with 
clover,  and  other  green  crops. — ^The  people  are,  in  general, j 
very  regular  in  their  attendance  on  public  worihip,  and  at) 
pains  to  have  their  children  educated.  They  arc  fober,  ia- 
duftnousy  charitable  and  humane,  and  live  in  great  harmoDf 
with  the  few  diflenters  in  the  pariQi.  The  principal  farmeri 
have  now  good  houfes,  live  in  a  very  genteel  ftyle,  are  focial 
and  hofpitabic,  and  their  drefs  corf  efponds  with  thfeir  manncc 
of  living. — Neither  lime  nor  marl  are  found  in  the  parifr, 
There  are  a  few  ftonc  quarries,  but  of  a  bad  quality,  and  very 
inaccefllble,  for  which  reafon  there  are  no  ftone  fences.  Earth- 
en fences  and  ditches  can  only  be  obtained.  On  thefe,  fomc; 
have  planted  thorn  hedges.  There  is  great  fcarcity  of  wood: 
Only  3  plantations  of  firs,  two  of  them  young,  and  not  fit,  as 
yet,  for  any  purpofe.  There  is  much  ground  covered  witU 
heath,  and  fit  for  no  purpofe  but  planting.  No  hard  wood, 
but  a  few  trees  about  gentlemen's  houfes.  There  is  only  i 
inn  in  the  parifli,  on  the  pod-road  leading  from  Aberdeen  to 
Banff;  and  as  there  is  no  po(l*office,  letters  and  newfpapers 
arc  left  there  by  the  poft,  and  returns  forwarded  the  fame 
way  to  the  firft  office.  There  are  7  corn-mills;  and  laft  year 
3  thre/hing  mills  were  erefted,  %  of  thefe  go  by  horfes,  and  i 
with  water.  Two  or  three  others  are  in  forwardnefs.  There 
is  only  i  fair,  principally  for  iheep.  No  brewery  or  diltUlc- 
xy.  There  are  no  manufa&ures  eftabliihed.  Women  ars 
employed  by  the  (locking  merchants  in  Aberdeen  in  knitting 
ftockings,  Und  in  fpinning  flax  for  the  linen  manufactures. 
There  ai:e  a  few  Druidical  circles,  but  not  fo  large  as  in  ma- 
ny other  places.     Superftition  ftill  fpares  them,  though  ftone<^ 

are  fo  fcarce.     Alfo  many  cairns,  Sec. 

I 

Antiquities, — The  moft  remarkable  piece  of  antiquity  in 
5  this 
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thi$  parifli^  and  moll  wortbj  of  attentibn)  is  the  camp  oppo* 
fite  to  the  farming  village  of  Glenmatlen,  from  which  it  is 
only  divided  by  a  deep  ravine  ;  the  fmall  river  of  Ythan  run- 
ning in  the  bottom.  One  fide  of  the  work  follows  the  gentle 
windings  of  the  river's  lofty  bank ;  two  others  are  flraight 
lines,  the  profiles  of  the  vallnm  corred,  and  all  the  parts  well 
defined,  and  in  great  prefervation  :  The  fourth  fide  is  oblite* 
rated  fo  far  by  the  plough,  that  it  appears  only  like  a  large 
ridge  of  land,  raifed  to  a  faperior  height.  The  interior  area 
comprehends  90  acres  Scotch,  or  jao  of  Englifh  meafure. 
The  fituation  of  this  grand  work  appears  advantageous,  judi- 
cioufly  placed,  juft  where  the  Ri-hill,  (a  part  of  the  extenfive 
moors  of  Fond-land),  by  a  gentle  declivity,  is  joined  to  the 
plain  champain  country  below,  and  covered  at  the  diftance  of 
abont  12  miles  by  another  great  work  on  Barra-hiU,  by  a 
fmall  ilation  oppofite  to  Pitcaple  on  the  Urie,  or  Glen- water, 
and  furrounded  by  numerous  other  fmaller  fortified  pofts.  In 
its  near  vicinity  are  found  douUe  lines  of  intrenchment  on 
the  bin,  and  farming  ground  of  Tilly  Murgen,  having  aU  the 
appearance  of  military  works  thrown  up  in  ancient  times  : 
And  ftill  nearer,  not  far  from  its  N.  £.  angle,  on  the  N.  fide 
of  the  Ythan,  and  foot  of  the  Berry-hill  of  Auchterlefs, 
there  is  a  part  of  a  ditch  and  .rampart  very  diftinA,  the  reft 
worn  out  by  the  lapfe  of  time,  and  the  conftilnt  operation  of 
the  plough.  From  the  nature  of  the  ground,  however,  where 
it  ftands^  it  could  never  have  been  of  any  confiderable  extent, 
probably  no  larger  than  the  above  mentioned  military  work 
atar  Pitcaple  *.  The  figure  of  the  gamp  (by  fuppofing  it 
Vol.  XII.  R  r  bounded 

•  The  appellations  of  rUdikcs,  and  grlm-dlke«,  tliat  liaTC  been  given  by  the 
^untry  people,  fometiraes  only  declare  a  pretty  high  antiquity,  "bccaufe  the 
former  being  Gaelic,  mufl:  have  been  given  when  that  was  the  niothcr-tongue 
»'f  t}»c  country ;  and  the  latter  grim  or  grumm  being  Teutouic,  might  have  been 

ir.ipofed 
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bounded  on  tlie  fide  of  the  river  bj  a  right  line)  is  a  paral- 
lelogram, but  not  reftangular,  two  of  the  oppofite  angles  \k* 
log  acute,  the  other  tnro  obtufe^  and  the  ratio  of  its  fides  near- 


ifflpofed  liter  the  ani^  of  the  Norweguun,  which  ibme  ingenious  hiftonans 
think  was  about  the  id  or  3d  centory  of  our  era,  when  thej  were  c^Ued  in 
by  the  0I4  inhabitants  to  affiit  them  againft  foreign  enemies.  But  who  were 
the  authors  of  all  the  ftupendoua  military  works,  whether  roads  or  places  of 
defence,  fcattered  over  the  country,  we  are  no  longer  at  a  lo(s  to  know.  An 
ingenious  and  worthy  gentleman,  a  native  of  the  neighbouring  pariih  of  Forgoe, 
and  wl)o  has  (erred  as  an  officer  in  the  Royal  corps  of  Artillery,  fioce  the  year 
1758,  was  defirous  to  compare  what  he  had  feen  during  his  own  time,  with 
what  could  be  ftill  traced  in  the  country,  of  Roman  field  fortificatioa,  and  other 
topographical  marks  of  their  wife  military  inftitutions.  His  fituation  at  Perth, 
in  the  duties  of  his  profeffion,  from  the  year  1785  to  the  end  of  1787,  gave 
him  opportunities  of  fpeoding  a  great  deal  of  his  fpare  time,  in  thefc  wilhed- 
for  relearches,  which  having  purfued  with  unremitting  affiduity,  he  was  at  laft 
enabled,  contrary  to  an  opinion  which  then  prevailed,  to  demonftrate  that  the 
koman  armies  had  pafled  the  Orampians  by  land,  as  well  as  that  they  had  liir. 
rounded  the  coft-laftd  by  their  (hipping ;  the  charad^r,  ftyie,  and  manner  of 
6eld  fortification,  being  as  evident,  and  as  well  fuppor^ed  in  the  Caftellum  oc 
Barra^iill,  and  in  the  Caftra  sftiva  at  Glenmailen,  as  any  where  between 
them,  and  the  pnetentura  of  Agricola  extending  from  Forth  to  Clyde.  Hie 
fortified  poft  oppofite  to  Pitcaple,  and  a  paved  way  of  14  feet  wide,  pointing 
upon  it  from  a  ftone  ibrtrefs  on  the  fummit  of  Bennachee,  bear  ftroog  marh 
of  Roman  character,  and  Roman  exertion.  Nor  are  the  imaller  pofis  of  rivets 
near  mill  of  Eallertown  in  Fyvie,  the  work  on  the  farm  of  £ilis  near  Udnj, 
and  the  elegant  circular  redoubt  near  the  fummit  of  the  Seed-hill  of  Achabsr, 
any  ways  inferior  to  works  of  the  fame  kind  on  the  other  fi(ie  of  the  Grampiio 
mountains.  Sut  if  it  fhould  ftill  be  thought  that  thefe  obfervations  and  rea- 
fonings  on  the  progrefs  of  the  Roman  armies  are  inconclnlive,  the  teftiraony  of 
J>io  and  Herodian,  the  Itinerary  of  Ptolemy,  and  above  all,  the  Britannia  Ro- 
mana  of  Richard  of  Cirencefter,  lately  found  in  Benmark,  muft  necefifarily  re* 
move  all  doubts.  Nor  is  it  exceedmg  doubtful  that  the  very  Statio  ad  Ithimam 
mentioned  in  the  Itineraries,  was  near  the  great  camp  already  defcribed :  For, 
our  neighbouring  gentleman,  already  quoted*  has  made  many  inquiries  about 
antique  intrenchments  at  Fyvie,  Methlick,  and  £llon,  among  the  clergy  and 
ibme  other  well  informed  people,  but  has  met  with  no  remarkable  veftiges  of 
"     *     '  ■  tha; 
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\f  is  1  to  ^*  No  monumental,  or  infcriptioQal  ftoncs,  bricks^ 
pottery,  heads  of  fpears,  belts,  fpurs,  or  coinsi  brafs^  copper 
or  filrer,  have  been  yet  difcovered  to  demonftrate  bj  what  na^ 

R  r  1  tion 

that  kind  as  yet,  lower  dowa  the  rlTer  thain  the  aboTe  mentioned  fragment  at 
the  foot  of  the  Berry-hill.  Neither  ii  it  any  obje^on  that  the  ftream  it  too 
inconfiderable  to  be  called  by  an^  proper  permanent  name  within  a  fliort  mile 
of  its  fource,  by  a  ibfeigft  natioii;  but  that  tivfA^  rather  brook,  is  no  foohir  de* 
parted  from  its  two  fprings,  than  it  ii  called  Ythan,  and  even  thofe  al'e  called 
tte  iVells  of  Ythan ;  and  ii  is  well  known  to  all  who  have  perufed  the  Udmah 
ttineraries,  that  naines'givin  by  indigenous  Inliiibitants,  efpecially  of  rivers,  are 
retained  with  no  other  alteration  than  giving  them  a  Ldliin  terriiinati(^ :  Stich  as 
Hiema,  the  £me ;  Tina,  the  Tine;  Taus  the  Ta,  or  Tay ;  Eiica,  the  £(k;  Dona, 
the  Don,  Sec.  Ithuna,  the  Ythan.  The  ingenious  author  (Captain  A.  S.)  of 
f he  inveftigations,  juft  recited,  tras  at  firft  inclined  to  believe  the  Statio  ad  Ithu- 
nana,  wai  the  work  Of  the  Emperor  Sevenis,  yet  fome  of  the  beft  informed,  and. 
reamed  antiquaries  will  have  it,  that  all  the  p6fts  N.  of  the  Grampians  were 
conftroded  by  LolUuil  Urbictis,  the  brave  and  gallant  Lieutenant  of  Antoninus ; 
and  the  late  ingenious  Major-General^oy,  as  foon  as  he  perufed  the  plan  of 
Olenmailen  and  environs;  with  its  explanation  and  refetences,  put  it  down  im^- 
mediately  in  his  Mappa  firitanniae  Septentrionalis,  Caftra  Agricolse.  Therefore* 
it  is  to  be  prefumed,  it  will  be  publiihed  in  the  next  edition  of  the  General's 
map  of  Scotland,  and  that  fome  account  of  it  ^ill  be  given  in  the  Appendix  to 
his  Pofthumods  Work,  now  probably  printing  off  by  the  Society  of  Lond9n  An« 
tiqtiaries,  to  whom  one  6f  his  manufcripts  was  bequeathed  by  latter  will,  the 
ttb^r  remaining  in  the  King's  library. 

The  fame  ingenious  getttleman;  to  whom  the  public  is  indebted  for  thefe 
obferrations,  takes  notice  that  fomething  more  fhould  have  been  introduced 
about  the  Roman  roads;  as  he  is  of  opinion  that  the  inteftigation  of  the  great 
%/«  confularest  and  alfo  the  vuinaUs,  is  of  mote  importance  than  a  knowledge 
of  the  campi ;  but  having  heard  that  the  late  Mr.  Lawtie  of  Fordyce,  had 
mide  a  difcovery  of  fome  very  ancient  roads  paffing  in  a  N-  W.  diredion  through 
the  parilh  of  Deikford,  he  did  not  add  any  thing  farther  on  that  fubjedfc,  as  Mr. 
Lawtie,  no  doubt,  had  taken  notice  of  that  in  his  report :  Only  the  gentleman 
ofaierres,  if  the  intelligence  concerning  Mr.  Lawtie  is  well  grounded,  it  makes 
him  (till  the  more  inclinable  to  believ^i  that  the  track  of  the  itinerary,  croffed 
the  Ythan  and  the  Devoran  rather  at  Glenmailen  and  Auchinj^otil,  than  at 
poititl  bwcf  down  the  river;  and  that  it  is  by  no  means  impolfible  that  there 
°>>7  be  found  fome  part  of  it  pafling  thtough  this  paxilh*    He  alfo  takes  notice, 

that 
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tion  ^Sbo^^  or  die  ocher  militarj  works  tlre^dj  mentiooed  hrre 
been  cooftnided. 
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that  the  priocipai  or  conriilar  roads  on  the  N.  fide  Forth  aod  Cljde,  are  |8  feet, 
^Rud  thofe  of  lefler  note  i6,  14,  and  la  feet  wide,  and  they  are  often  paved  with 
ftone,  foroetiines  done  with  gravel  and  fand»  like  the  modern  practice,  and  fre- 
questly  raifed  above  the  level  of  the  adjacent  ground  3  feet  high,  with  '^txj 
deep  ditchei  on  each  Hdc. 
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PARISH  OF  JURA  AND  COLONSAY, 

(County  an©  Stnob  of  Argyll,  Frssbttert  of  Kinttrc.) 

By  the  Rfv.  Mr.  Francis  Stewart. 


npHIS  pariih  has  the  ifland  of  Hay  on  the  S.,  and  that  of 
'*'  Mall  on  the  N. ;  it  is  bounded  on  the  W*  bj  the  At- 
lantic, and  on  the  £•  by  the  Sea,  which  waihes  the  coaft  of 
Cregnifhy  of  north  and  fouth  Knapdale,  and  part  of  Kintyre* 
Including  fea,  it  is  50  miles  long,  and  30  broad.  It  confifU 
of  9  iflaods,  of  which  6  are  inhabited.  Golonfay  and  Oron- 
faj  are  feparated  by  a  narrow  found,  which  ebbs  dry  at  low 
water,  and  they  form  the  weftem  divifion  of  the  pariih.  A- 
boat  a  league  and  a  half  to  the  £.  lies  the  ifland  of  Jura.  At 
the  north  end  of  Jura,  are  the  iflands  of  Scarba,  Lunga,  Bal- 
fiahaaigh,  the  Garveileackan,  and  Eileachan-naomh.  As  the 
ifland  of  Jura  forms  by  far  the  moft  confiderable  part  of  the 
parifli|  we  ihall  give  it  the  firft  place  in  this  account. 

Naae, 
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Name,  Siiuation,  Extent,  and  SMrface.^^Thtrt  are  vafiotii 
etymologies  given  of  Jura.  Some  think  that  it  was  Co  deno^ 
minated  from  the  great  quantity  of  yew  trees  which  grew  in 
the  ifland.  The  nafne  of  the  yew,  id  Gaelic,  is  Juar ;  hcnoe, 
they  fay,  Juarey ;  and,  in  a  contraded  form^  Jurey,  the  ifland 
of  Ytvr  Trees.  Buchanan  fays,  that  the  ancient  name  of  the 
ifland  was  Dera,  which,  in  the  Gothic  language,  figoifies  a 
fiag.  This  account  of  the  name  feems  the  moft  probable,  as 
there  is  ftill  a  conflderable  number  of  deer  in  the  ifland,  and, 
as  the  Gael  pronounce  it  Diura,  very  near  the  Gothic  Dera. 
The  tutelary  faint  of  the  ifland  was  Fernadal ;  from  him  the 
burying-ground  is  denominated  Kil-f  heamadail,  or  the  Cell 
of  Fernadal ;  alfo  a  large  oblong  ftone  on  the  fliore,  3  miles 
S.  W.  from  fhe  Cell,  Lea^-fheamadail,  or  the  ftone  of  Fer- 
nadal ;  and  a  farm,  2  miles  N.  £.  of  the  Cell,  Ard-fhearna- 
dail,  or  the  hill  of  Fernadal.  The  ifland  of  Jura,  with  its 
appendage  of  little  iflands  at  the  N.  end,  ftretches  along  op* 
poflte  the  coaft  of  Cregnifli,  of  Knapdale,  and  nearly  as  hi 
S.  as  the  N.  end  of  Gigha.  Towards  the  S.  end  it  may  be 
about  6  leagues  from  the  continent,  towards  the  middle  a- 
bout  3,  and  at  the  N.  end  not  above  x.  The  Ungth  of  the 
ifland  is  about  30  miles,  the  breadth  various,  but  no  where, 
it  is  believed,  above  7  miles.  As  there  has  been  no  aduai 
furvey,  the  length  and  breadth  are  not  ezaftly  afcertained. 
The  appearance  of  the  ifland  is  very  romantick,  and  calcow 
latcd  to  raife  fublime  emotions  in  tbt  fpe&ator's  foul.  There 
is  a  ridge  of  towering  mountains,  which  run  from  S.  to  N. 
along  the  W.  fide,  terminating  the  profpe£k  from  the  conti« 
ncnt,  and  very  often  covered  with  clouds  and  daikneis.  Thefe 
mountains  are  4  in  number.  That  to  the  S.  is  called  Bein- 
aehaolais,  or  the  Peak  of  the  Sound,  as  it  ftands  over  the 
Sound  of  Ilay  ;  the  next  Bein-an-oer,  or  the  Gold  Peak  ;  the 
third  a  Bhein-flieunta,  the  Confecrated  Peak  -,  and  that  to  the 
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N.  Gorra-Bhein,  t&e  Steep  Peak.    Thefe  peaks  are  feen  from, 
the  contineot  of  Argylllhire,  and  from  part  of  Perth/hire, 
from  Butelhirey  Ajrfliire,  Dutnbartonfliirey  and,  it  is  faid, 
from  part  of  Lanark(hire«     They  are  feen  at  a  great  difiance 
to  the  W.,  and  are  the  firft  land  which  the  failors  make,  com- 
ing in  their  dircftion  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  There  is  verj 
little  vegetation  on  thefe  peaks,  their  fummits  and  fides  are 
covered  over  with  fragments  of  ftone,  and  exhibit  a  ftupen- 
dous  monument  of  the  rcfiftlefs  torce  of  time.    The  W.  fide 
of  the  ifland  i9  not  fit  for  cultivation ;  it  is  wild  and  rugged, 
interfered  with  many  torrents,  which  come  rufliing  down 
from  the  niountains ;  and  has  been  deemed  fo  inhofpitable, 
that  no  perfon  choofes  to  fix  his  habitation  in  it.    All  the  in* 
habitants  live  pn  the  £•  fide  of  the  ifland.    Along  the  margin 
of  the  fea,  on  this  fide,  th^  grounds  are  pretty  level  \  but  at 
a  little  diftance  from  the  fliore,  there  is  a  gradual  afcent.  The 
whole  of  this  fide  forms  no  unpleafing  fcene.     The  coaft  is, 
in  feveral  places,  variegate4  with  Ibays  ^nd  harbours,  and 
points  of  land  ;  the  arable .  and  pafiure  grounds  fpread  on  a 
declivity  before  the  eye,  and  terminate  at  the  bafe  of  thofe 
towering  mountains,  which  form  a  romantick  and  awful  back« 
ground* 

^ir^  CUmaUy  and  Difeafts. — ^The  air  is  pure  and  falubri* 
pus,  as  it  is  generally  in  the  fea-coaft,  and  in  hilly  countries. 
The  clou4s  are,  indeed,  often  intercepted  by  the  high  hills, 
and  drfcend  in  torrents  ;  but  we  have  conflant  breezes,  fomor 
times  brifl(  gales  of  windy  to  dry  up  the  rain.  The  tops  of 
the  mountains  are  covered  with  fnow  a  confiderable  part  of 
winter,  but  itieldom  lies  long  on  the  low  grounds.  The  in- 
habitants are  very  healthy,  and  many  of  them  live  to  old 
gge«  A  few  weeks  ago,  died,  a  lady  at  the  age  of  96.  She 
^ctaiiie^  the  nfp  of  her  faculties  to  the  lafi.     Till  within  a 

few 


320  Statiftical  Account 

few  months  of  her  death,  Ibe  could  walk  about  with  coafi- 
derable  Tigoar,  could  read  the  fmalleft  print*  or  thread  the 
fineft  needle  without  the  help  of  glafles*  Hic  difSeafes  are 
few  in  number,  owing,  perhaps '  in  a  good  meafure,  to  the 
fimple  mode  of  living  of  the  inhabitants.  Thej  are  fome- 
times  feized  with  inflammatorj  difbrders  ;  this  feems  to  be 
occafioned  bj  the  lightnefs  of  their  clothing,  particularly  of 
their  bed-clothing,  which  is  not  fufficient  to  keep  up  the 
perfpiration  while  thej  are  at  reft.  Thej  are  liable  to  thofe 
diCorders,  which  are  occafioned  bj  living  much  upon  milk 
and  fiih.  Of  late,  rheumatic  complaints  have  become  more 
general  among  the  lower  clafies.  We  have  had  one  dropfical 
cafe,  laft  fummer,  that  proved  fatal ;  feveral  have  died  with- 
in the  laft  twelvemonth  of  ftomach  complaints.  There  is  no 
furgeon  in  the  ifland,  and  they  never  fend  for  one,  except  in 
cafes  which  are  deemed  extremdj  dangerous.  A  great  pro- 
portion of  children  die  in  infiuicy,  and  manj  of  the  mothers, 
though  of  a  ftroag  conftitution,  recover  flewlj  in  child-bed. 
Both  tbefe  circumftaqces  feem  to  be  owing  to  unflcilful  treat- 
ment, for  there  is  not  a  fingle  bred  midwife  in  the  ifland. 
The  fmall-pox,  in  the  natural  waj,  carried  off  man/  chil- 
dren in  autumn  1791.  The  people  entertain  no  prejudice 
againft  inoculation,  but  grudge  the  expenfe  of  it. 

Soil  and  Produce .-^Thjt  foil  along  the  ihore  is  thin  and 
very  ftony ;  towards  the  moor  it  is  clajejr,  and,  in  feme  | 
places,  there  is  improveable  mois.  As  the  arable  ground  lies  | 
on  a  declivity  in  the  neighbourhood  of  high  hills,  the  water 
is  conftantlj  oozing  down  through  it,  and,  in  manj  places, 
burfting  out  in  little  fprings  ;  fo  that  it  is  what  the  low  coan- 
trj  farmers  call  fpoutj  ground.  The  crops  are  oats^  barley, 
potatoes,  and  flax.  There  has  been  no  trial  made  of  artifidai 
graifes,  though  there  axe  fome  fpots  proper  for  them.  Com- 
mon 
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inon  field  peale,  likewke^  are  not  raifed  here,  though,  from 
the  nature  of  the  foil  along  Ac  ihore,  thej  might  prove  a  be- 
neficial crop.  Oats  are,  in  general,  a  very  unprbdu&ive 
crop,  the  greateil  average  returns  are  not  above  two  and  a- 
half.  Potatoes  and  barley  are  more  produftive,  and.  Were  the 
ground  properly  managed,  might  prove  very  valuable  crops. 
The  fyftem  of  fiairming  here,  has  made  very  flow  advances  to-i 
wards  improvement,  and  is,  at  leaft^  half  a  century  behind 
that,  in  many  parts  of  the  low  country.  The  farmer  does 
nothing  to  his  grounds  all  the  fummer.  Although  there  is  plen** 
ty  of  lime-ftone  on  the  oppofite  ihore  of  Knapdale,  and  in  the 
adjoining  ifland  of  llay,  and  plenty  of  peat  in  Jura,  for  burn- 
ing lime,  yet  no  perfon  remembers  a  fingle  trial  made  of  that 
manure*  The  only  manure  ufed  is  the  fea-weed,  which  is  to 
be  had  in  great  abundance,  and  gives  one  tolerable  crop.  This 
anfwers  the  contra&ed  views  of  the  farmer,  who  keeps  the 
beft  patches  of  his  ground  conftantly  in  tillage,  and  labours 
like  one  who  is  not  certain  of  his  pofleffion  beyond  the  pfe- 
fent  year.  The  farmers  of  this  country  are  utter  fttangers  to 
the  mode  of  abridging  labour.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to 
fee  12  men  and  ic  horfes  at  work  in  a  farm,  which  3  men 
and  four  horfes  would,  on  an  improved  plan,  labour  to  much 
better  purpofe. 

^uadrupedsf  Birds^  &iC. — The  tame  animals  are  cows,  hor« 
fes,  flicep,  and  goats.  The  fmall  tenants,  in  general,  over- 
flock  their  grounds,  fo  that  the  black  cattle  are  rather  ftnall, 
and  inferior  to  thofe  of  tlay.  The  horfes  alfo,  though  hardy^ 
are  a  very  diminutive  breed.  The  (heep  of  Jura  are  remarkable 
for  the  finenels  of  their  wool,  and  the  delicacy  of  their  flelh* 
Were  proper  care  taken  to  keep  this  breed  from  degenerating^ 
by  mixing  with  the  Galloway  iheep  now  introduced  intp  the 
ifland ;  were  it  allowed  to  increafe,  and  cover  the  greateft  part 
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of  the  illand.  Jura,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  might  have 
terj  confiderable  returns  from  its  wool,  and  tranfport  axmnal* 
Ijr  the  increafe  of  its  flocks  to  richer  paftures  on  the  continent, 
where  the  mutton  would  greatly  excel  that  of  the  Engliifa^  or 
Low  Country  flieep.  There  are  fevcral  flocks  of  goats  in  Ju- 
ira,  but  they  are  much  on  the  decreafe.  They  are  not  fo  pro- 
fitable as  flieep ;  they  carry  no  fleece,  and  their  flefli  is  infe- 
rior. The  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  would  find  it  their  inte- 
rielt  to  baniih  two-thirds  of  the  horfes  which  they  keep,  to 
rear  fewer  black  cattle,  and  to  extend  their  ftock  of  flieep  and 
goats.  As  there  is  very  little  meadow  ground  in  the  ifland^ 
and  the  arable  ground  makgs  fuch  poor  returns  in  oats,  it 
ought  certainly  to  be  the  grazier's  objeft  to  keep  fuch  a  ftock 
principally  as  would  fliift  for  itfelf  in  winter. 

There  are  one  or  two  herds  of  red  deer  traverfing  the  moun- 
tains. We  have  plenty  of  groufe,  fome  termagan,  and  black 
game ;  but  no  partridge,  no  hare,  and  very  few  rahbitSi  A- 
ibong  our  birds  of  prey  are  the  eagles,  which  build  their  nefts 
in  the  inacceflible  precipices  on  the  W.  fide  of  Jura,  and  prove 
very  deftruftive  to  the  kids  and  lambs.  The  fifli  commonly 
caught  here  are  cuddies,  and  fayths.  In  autunm  there  are 
fome  lythe,  and  fmall  cod.  There  is  a  very  delicate  fifli  that 
may  be  had  through  the  whole  year,  called  by  the  country  peo- 
ple murloch.  It  is  very  long  in  proportion  to  its  thicknefs, 
and,  in  fiiape,  refembles  the  dog-fifli ;  it  is  covered  with  a  ve- 
ry rough  flcin,  like  fliagreen,  of  which  it  muft  be  ftripped. 
In  an  arm  of  the  fea  that  runs  in  on  the  W.  fide,  and  almoft 
divides  Jura  in  the  middle,  there  are  great  quantities  of  lob- 
fficr,  oyfters,  and  craw-fifli.  The  marine  plant,  of  which  kelp 
is  made,  grows  in  great  abimdance  on  the  fliores.  Before  the 
general  ure  of  Barilla,  the  kelp  of  Jura  was  a  confiderable  ad- 
£tion  to  its  rental, 
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BbrAoirr/.— There  are  two  very  fine  harbours  on  the  £• 
fide  of  the  ifland ;  that  to  the  S.  is  c^ed  the  Small  Ifles  ;  and 
that  to  the  N.  the  Lowland-Man's  Baj  They  are  within  a 
few  miles  of  each  other.  The  harbour  at  the  Small  Ifles  is  a 
capacious  bay,  abput  4  miles  in  extent.  .Into  the  mouth  of 
this  bay  are  thrown  longitudinally  3  or  4  iflands,  whicl^  leave 
but  narrow  openings  into  the  harbour,  and  form  a  ftrong  bar- 
xier  againft  the  violence  of  thic  fea*  It  is  from  thefe  iflands 
that  the  harbour  takes  its  name*  Lowland-Man's  Bay  opens 
towards  the  S.,  is  contrafted  at  the  entrance  by  1  points  of 
land,  which  run  out,  like  two  arms,  but  is  pretty  capacious 
within.  The  harbour  of  Small  Ifles  is  rather  fliaUow  for  vef- 
fels  of  great  draught  of  water,  but  this  is  deep  enough  for  any 
vefleL  Notwithftanding  the  excellence  of  thefe  harbours^ 
and  that  Jura  is  only  a  few  hours  failing  from  the  lochs  where 
herrings  are  fi(bed,  there  is  no  veflel  above  .5  or  6  tons  bur- 
then belonging  to  the  ifland,  and  of  thefe  there  is  none  em- 
ployed in  the  fiflieries.  The  courfe  of  the  tides  along  the 
coaft  of  Jura,  particularly  in  the  found  of  Scarba,  and  in  that 
of  Hay,  is  very  rapid.  Thp  navigation  of  the  found  of  Hay  is 
dangerous,  not  only  from  the  rapidity  of  the  tides,  running 
6  miles  an  hour,  and  from  the  fudden  fqualls  which  come 
from  the  neighboui^ing  hills,  but  alfo  from  foul  ground.  Many 
veflels  have  been  loft  in  this  dangerous  (bund.  As  a  confider*> 
able  number  of  thofe  trading  to  the  north  feas  have  occafion 
to  pafs  through  it,  one  fliould  think  that  it  ought  to  be  care- 
fully examined  and  furveyed,  to  fee  what  improvements  are 
prafticable. 

Po^»/<:2fioji.— According  to  Dr.  Webfter^s  report,  the  fiunu 
ber  of  fouls  in  1755  was  1097.  Taafcertain  the  prefent  po« 
pulation  of  this  pariih,  a  furvey  was  made  in  June  1792. 

S  f  2  ISLAKO 
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ISLAVD  M  JOKA. 

Farm,  f  ;°»^;«''    '      '^   ]  Total,    .      ay 
t   In  pafturage,       la  J 

Families  in  the  ifland,     204      Females,        -        *       471 

Souls,  -       .«  939      Widowersi        •        •       6 

Males,        -        «    -     458      Widows,        -        -         4a 

As  the  prefent  incumbent  has  not  been  bog  in  the  parifli 
of  Jura,  and  as  he  has  not  been  able  to  procure  former  esa* 
inination  rpUs*  it  is  out  of  his  power  to  give  a  ftatement  of 
the  population  prior  to  the  date  of  his  own  furrey*  Emigra* 
tions  to  America  have  proved,  once  and  again,  a  drain  to  this 
ifland  \  but,  in  the  prefent  mode  of  management,  it  may  be 
faid  to  be  ftill  overftocked  with  inhabitants.  Near  half  the 
Cirms  in  (he  iiland  are  in  pafture,  and  require  vety  few  bands 
to  manage  them*  Of  courfe,  the  great  body  of  the  people 
live  in  the  &rms,  which  are  In  tillage.  In  fome  of  thefc  there 
are  between  jO  and  60  fouls.  Such  a  fwarm  of  inhabitants, 
where  manufafturesi  and  many  other  branches  of  indnftry  ar« 
unknown,  are  a  very  great  load  upon  the  proprietors,  and  in 
^  great  meafure  iifelers  to  the  ftate.  The  flighteft  fnrvey  of 
the  fituation  of  the  people  (hows  how  much  improvements  in 
farming,  and  the  introdu&ion'of  indnftry,  are  wanted.  The 
fpirit  of  emigration  is  ftill  powerful  in  the  ifland,  and  requires 
confiderable  alterations  to  extinguifli  it  *• 

Metids^ 

*  As  there  was  no  regifter  of  births  and  marrxtges  kept  in  the  pariih  till 
within  thefe  few  years,  the  author  found  it  impraAicable  to  trace  back  the 
matter  fo  far  as  might  be  wilhed ;  bat  has  gone  u  far  back  as  the  comoiieiice^ 
meat  of  the  panfli  records. 

M^axiAais*  Birtbi. 

Teart^  No,  M>> 

1787  6  13 

17W  $  xS 
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M^iats,  Mitarais^  &c— ^There  is  iron-ore,  and  mangaoefe 
in  Jura  :  about  the  osiddle  of  the  ifland,  there  is  a  confider* 
able  bodj  of  flate ;  fmall  quantities  have  been  qnarried,  and 
the  colour  and  quality  feem  to  be  very  good.  There  is  to  be 
foond  alfo,  on  the  W.  fide  of  the  ifland,  in  great  abnndance, 
a  very  fine  ktdd  of  fend  ufed  in  the  manufafture  of  glafs. 

j^ijwitus  and  Curiqfitiei. — There  are  feveral  barrowi 
through  the  ifland ;  there  are  alfo  pillars,  and  caftellnmsi  or 
duns.  There  is  one  relick  of  antiquity  of  a  iingular  kind*  In 
more  places  than  one,  we  can  trace  along  the  declivity  of  a 
hill,  the  rnins  of  a  wall,  that  was  about  44*  feet  high,  termi* 
natiog,  perhaps,  at  a  lake,  or  fotne  very  abrupt  fteep  place* 
At  the  lower  extremity  of  the  waU,  there  is  a  deep  pit,  a- 
bove  xa  fret  diameter  at  the  mouth,  and  very  much  coutraft- 
ed  at  the  bottom.  This,  the  tradition  of  the  country  fays, 
was  a  contrivance  ufed  in  former  times  for  taking  the  wild 
boar.  The  huntftoen  drove  him  along  thewall,  till  he  took 
refoge  at  laft  in  the  pit,  and  there  was  made  captive.  At  the 
N«  end  of  the  harbour  called  the  Small  Ifles,  there  are  the  re- 
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MAtazAOis. 

Bill 

Years. 

No. 

No. 

1789 

7 

H 

1790 

7 

a5 

179« 

7 

18 

«79^ 

IX 

«S 

4<5  X34 

Tie  tiz  Qpott  narritfes  ind  baptifms  is  matter  ef  complaint,  efpeeiallj  im 
ibck  a  ptrifli  as  this,  wbcrc  there  is  ftrj  little  circulation  of  money.  It  is  fudi 
%  thfie^  that  it  ictXDS  beneath  the  dignity  of  taxation,  and  goes  contrary  to  tho 
famou  jut  trium  iiierontm,  to  ftrike  at  the  very  roots  of  national  (brenfth  and 
glory.  Inftead  of  exadling  fuch  an  odious  tax,  a  fmall  encouragement  for  key- 
ing parxih  records  widi  greater  attention,  might  turn  out  of  mach  gteater  ad<- 
lamage  to  the  ftatc. 
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mains  of  a  toafiderable  encampment.  On  the  fide  toward  the 
ihoret  there  is  a  triple  line  of  defence,  with  deep  ditches ; 
fixHn  the  centre  of  the  work*  the  earth  was  Icooped  ont,  to  % 
cOnfiderable  depth,  in  the  form  of  3  ellipfes  placed  loogitudi- 
nally,  and  thrown  up  in  large  mounds  on  the  right  and  left. 
On  the  fide  toward  the  hills,  thei:e  were  regular  baftions  form- 
ed all  along  ;  and  at  the  E.  end,  on  a  line  with  the  centre,  is 
Co  be  feen  a  pretty  large  mount,  which  feems  to  have  beeo  a 
place  of  arms.  The  famous  Gulf  of  Breacan  lies  betweca 
Jura  and  Scarba*  The  found  between  thelie  two  iilands  is 
narrow,  and  forming  a  communication  between  the  Atlantic 
nnd  the  internal  fea  on  the  coall  of  Argyll;  the  rapidity  and 
violence  of  the  tides  are  tremendous.  The  gulf  is  moft  aw- 
ful with  the  flowing  tide;  in  flormy  weather,  with  that  tide, 
at  exhibits  an  aiped,  in  which  a  great  deal  of  the  terrible  is 
blended.  Vaft  openings  are  formed,  in  which  one  wonld 
think  the  bottom  might  be  feen ;  immenfe  bodies  of  water 
tumble  headlong,  as  oyer  a  precipice,  then  rebounding  from 
the  abyfs,  meet  the  torrents  from  above  ;  they  daih.  together 
with  inconceivable  impetuofity,  rife  foaming  to  a  prodigious 
height  above  the  furface :  the  noife  of  their  conflift  is  heard 
through  the  furrounding  iflands.  This  gulf  is  an  objed  of 
ms  great  terror  to  the  modem,  as  Sylla  and  Charybdis  were 
to  the  ancient  mariners.  It  is  induflrioufly  avoided  by  all 
who  navigate  thefe  founds  :  there  are  inftances,  however,  of 
veiTels  being  drawn  into  it.  Large  fiout  vefiels  make  their 
way  through  it  in  its  greateft  rage,  but  to  fmall  craft  it  proves 
immediate  deflrudion. 

It  will  be  proper,  in  this  place,  to  give  a  ihort  account  of 
the  iflands  at  the  N.  end  of  Jura.  Scarba  is  very  rugged, 
and  mountainous  ;  it  is  about  3  miles  long,  and  nearly  as  ma» 
Tff  broad.  Lunga  is  not  fo  mountainous,  and  is  about  1  miles 
Jong,  and  half  a  mile  broad*    Balnahuaigh  is  about  a  mile  ia 

circttin% 
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rircTimference,  and  is  all  a  flatp  quarry.  This  quarry  has 
been  worked  for  many  years  back,  and  found  to  yield  very 
g3od  flate.  There  are  generally  about  30  men  employed  in 
it,  who  work  by  the  piece,  or  at  fo  much  the  thoufand  of 
flate. 


IsXpAnb  of  Sgarba. 

Island  of 

LUKGA. 

Population. 

Farms,    - 

-     a 

Farm, 

-      X 

Families,     - 

-   14 

Families, 

.      6 

Souls,    - 

-     JO 

Souls,      -      - 

-      ^9 

Males,    - 

-     27 

Males, 

13 

Females,    - 

-    ^3 

Females,      - 

x6 

Widowers, 

0 

Widowers, 

0 

Widows, 

-    3 

Widows,       - 

© 

Island  of  Balkahuaigh. 

Population. 

Families,    - 

.    a8 

Females,     - 

^    6S 

Souls,    - 

-   13* 

Widowers, 

0 

Males,     -      - 

.      64 

Widows,     - 

-     4 

Having  finifhed  our  account  of  Jura,  and  its  appendage  of 
iflands  at  the  N.  end,  forming  the  eaftern  divifion  of  this  im- 
aenfe  pariih,-  we  proceed  to  give  a  ihort  account  of  the  weft- 
^rn  divifion.  The  iflands  of  Colonfay  and  Oronfay  form  this 
livifion,'  and  from  their  contiguity,  the  found  between  them 
>eing  dry  at  low  water,  may  be  confidered  as  one  ifland. 


^a/o^ .—Colonfay  and  Oronfay,  derive  their  names  from 
:wo  faints.  Colon  andOron.  Oron  had  his  cell  in  Colonfay, 
>a  the  farm  in  which  the  prefent  proprietor's  houfe  ftands, 

4  but 
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but  though  his  cell  was  in  Colonfaj,  he  feems  to  have  beea 
revered  in  Oronf^j,  which  is  fo  called  after  his  name.  Co. 
Ion,  who  feems  to  have  had  no  cell  in  ei^&er  of  the  iflands, 
was  lucky  enough  to  have  his  memory  preferved,  by  giving 
his  name  to  Coloofay. 

Siiuationf  Emteni^  and  Surface.'-^Thia  weftem  divifion  of 
the  parifli,  being  confidered  as  one  ifland,  has  Moll  on  the 
N.,  is  walked  by  the  Atlantic  on  the  W.,  and  ftretches  acroli 
the  found  of  Hay  on  the  £• ;  from  which  circumftaDce,  it  is 
called  defcriptivelyyEileanTarfuing, or  the  Crofs-lying  Iflaod. 
Ireland  is  the  next  land  to  it  on  the  S.  It  is  a  fiat  ifland, 
when  compared  with  the  towering  peaks  of  Mull  and  Jura 
in  its  neighbourhood.  The  furface,  however,  is  very  un- 
equal ;  there  is  a  confideraUe  number  of  rugged  hills,  cover- 
ed  over  with  heath.  This  divifion  of  the  parifh  has  been  fur- 
veyedy  and  found  to  meafure  about  8000  acres,  of  which  a- 
bout  3000  are  faid  to  be  arable. 

Air,  Climate,  Soil,  C^^r.— -The  temperature  of  the  air,  and 
the  climate,  are  nearly  the  fame  as  in  Jura.  The  inhabitants 
are  robuft  and  healthy ;  they  live  in  the  fame  fimple  manner 
with  their  brethren  in  Jura,  and  have  neither  lawyer  nor  fur- 
geon  in  the  ifland.  The  foil  Is  generally  light ;  along  the 
fliorcs  it  is  fandy,  but  more  fertile,  and  not  fo  flony  as  that 
of  Jura.  Barley  and  potatoes  are  more  produdive  crops  here 
than  oats.  Artificial  graftes  have  been  tried,  and  are  found 
to  anfwer.  The  fea-weed,  of  which  there  is  great  abundance 
for  kelp  and  manure,  has  been  tried  with  fuccefs  upon  niea- 
dow  ground.  When  the  furface  is  quite  covered  with  it  in 
winter,  a  difTolution  and  incorporation  with  the  foil  takes 
place,  the  natural  clover  and  finer  grafles  are  encouraged  to 
Ihoot  up,  and  a  moH  luxuriant  crop  follows.    The  paAure 

on 
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hvi  die  low  gnmnds,  efpeciallj  in  the  S.  end  of  the  iiland,  is 
uncommonly  rich. 

^uadrupeds^  Birds,  C/^«^>The  fyftem  of  convertiillg  arable 
into  pafture,  is  making  rapid  progrefs  in  Colonfay.  The  beft 
part  of  the  iOand  is  under  black  cattle;  thefe  are  in  gresCt  re- 
^ueft  among  the  graziers,  and  tihooght  to  be  a. very  fine  breed. 
The  breed  of  horles  is  {mail,  and  hardj^  like  that  in  Jura. 
The  art  of  abridging  labour,  and  keeping  a  few  good  cattle, 
has  not  as  yet  eftaUiihed  itfelf  in  this  diftant  comer*  Thofe 
innocent  anin^als,  the  Iheep,  are  totally  baniflied^  although 
thefe  are  no  qukkfet  hedges  ;  and  nature  feems  to  have  def- 
tined  the  heath-covered  hills  for  their  ufe.  There  are  griat 
numbers  of  rabbits  in  the  ifland  ;  bat  no  hare^  no  partridge 
#nd  irery  few  groufe. 

Population.  ' 

Familiess  -  -  134  Females,  .  •  .  366 
Souls,  -  -  -  718  Widowers,  -  •  6 
Males,    -       •      -      35a         Widows,    -      -      ^    i% 

There  are  above  40  fouls^  at  an  average,  in  each  of  the 
&rms  ;  but  fome  of  thefe  being  very  fmall,  not  having  above 
3  or  4  fiiniilies,  the  number  of  fouls  m  the  1>eil  inhabited 
&rms  is  v^y  great.  The  average  number  of  fouls  to  a  farm 
in  Jura  is  38.  A  few  emigrated  from  Colonfay  to  America, 
fuxnmer  1792 ;  but  in  fummier  1791,  a  confiderable  proportion 
of  the  inhabitants  crofied  the  Atlantic.  Thofe  who  remain, 
give  out  that  they  are  waiting  only  good  accounts  from  their 
relatioiu,  and  a  proper  opportunity  of  being  tranfported  to 

Voi.  XII.  T  t  the 
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the  other  hemifpbere.  Pitj  it  is  thmt  ftidi  mimbeis  fiiDnli 
bid  farewell  to  their  natiTe  country,  when  there  is  -fo  great 
%  demand  for  ufefol  citizens  \  and  their  fitttation  might  be 
rendered  more  comfortable  at  home  ^^ 

jtti^miiis,  ^f  .-^The  remains  of  federal  Romifli  thscpfh 
are  to  be  feen  in  Goloofaj.  There  was  a  monafterj  of  GU 
tercians  in  this  iOand,  Their  abbey  ftood  in  Coloniayy  and 
its  priory  in  Oronfay.  The  remains  of  the  abbey  were,  with 
Gothic  barbarity,  torn  afunder  not  many  years  ago,  aod  the 
ftones  pat  into  a  new  building.  The  walls  of  the  priory  ar^ 
ftiU  (landing,  and  next  to  IcolmkiU,  is  one  of  the  fineft  rdi^ 
gibus  monuments  of  antiquity  in  the  Hebrides.  No  metals 
of  any  kind,  fo  far  as  I  could  learn,  have  been  difcoTCitd  in 
Colonfay.  There  are  great  quantities  of  fea-coral  on  th» 
{(tores,  aod  it  proves  a  very  good  manure. 

Parish  of  Jura  akb  Goloksat. 

This  parifli  belongs  to  6  heritors,  pf  vfhom  only  a  refide, 
^he  Puke  of  AigyU  is  patron. 


La86 
Real  rent,    -      ^    t§s§ 


Valued  rent,    •    L.  a86  z8    5  7  ^     .. 

3    ^  jfStfrhn^. 


Gturet,  Ma^,  Popr,  Sehooli^  gcc. — ^The  duuch  and  manic 
frein  Juni.    The  chi^  has  ftpod  f^r  x?  J^m  at  l^ail,  haf 

»9 

f  Thf  tfp^  pf  9ttrUgc9  tad  l»apti(ap  tove  b«fa^rpt  (b  aegligciitlj  in 
ISolonfaj,  that,  however  defedite  this  accoont  maj  be  without  extradb  fiom 
|heiii»  they  cannot  be  admitted.  The  afiftant  preacher  refidet  in  Gdonfay,  hot 
there  is  qo  proper  \k9Qh  built  for  his  accpmmoditian ;  aadlhcic  is  aa  < 
fo  Ihclter  the  people  from  the  laqMliency  of  the  wcatfaoTr 
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tio  place, lot  a  Ml,  and  was. never  feated;    Themanfewaa 
Imilt  about  x8  years  ago  ^  till  thito  there  was  no  madfe  in  the 
pfiiriffli.    New  office-houfes  were  built^  and  the  manfe  was  re* 
paired  about  4  years  ago^  but  fo  infufficiently,  that  it  needs 
new  repairs.    The  ftipend  is  aooo  nierks^  out  of  which  the 
minifter  pajn,  in  terms  of  the  decreet  of  angnlentatkHi,  8co 
merks  to  his  affiftant  in  Cdonfay.    The  manft  and  glebe 
aaay  be  Worth  about  10 1.    The  allowtooe  for  cdmihonioii 
elements  is  2l.  10  s.     This  flini  is  exceedingly  finally  and  not 
at  all  adequate  to  the  purpofe.     It  is  a  peculiar  hardihip  to 
the  minifter  of  Jufa  to  be  tied  down  to  pay  fuch  a  large  pro* 
portion  out  <if  hi^  benefice  to  an  affiftant-predcher,  while  he 
mnfty  at  the  fame  time,  incur  the  expenfe  and  danger  of  crofll 
log  broad  perilous  ferries  to  nlarry  and  baptize  in  the  other 
ifflands.    It  is  bdieved  that  there  can  be  very  few  inftances 
produced  in  Scotland,  where  the  minifter  is  not  allowed  to 
ftipnlate  with  his  aiSftant»  but  obliged  to  take  his  chance  of 
payments  himself,  and  regularly  pHy  his  affiftant  a  fum  equ^ 
to  2*5ths  of  his  ftipend>— There  are  00  funds  for  the  poor 
except  the  weddy  ooUeftions^  and  the  cafualties  from  fincn 
and  marriage^money.     Thefe  different  iteit»  mky  amount  to 
xoL  a-year;    The  poor  in  this  parifli  are  not  much  in  the 
habits  of  going  about  and  begging ;  they  are  jfenerally  aifift- 
ed  by  their  relations,  and  very  few  of  them  have  their  fole 
dependence  on  the  parifh  boxi — ^There  are  3  fcAools  ;  a  pAriih 
fchool,  and  a  charity  fchools.    The  parifli  fchool  is  in  Jura  $ 
the  falary  is  7 1.     One  of  the  charity  fchoob  is  in  Colcmfay^ 
and  the  other  in  Jura.     The  falary  of  each  of  thefe  is  15 1. 
Thefe  fdiools  are  of  prodigious  Service  towards  enlightening 
the  underftanding,  aipid  improving  the  heart  of  a  generation^ 
that  otherwife  would  be  negleded.    So  many  inftaaees  can 
be  produced  from  the  hiftory  of  niankind*  and  from  the  noble 
exertions  of  the  Society  for  Propagating  Chriilian  Know-» 
i  T  t  a  ledge^ 
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ledge,  to  prove  tiat  iiidiiibj^  prdbitj,  add  twtrj  virtn^ 
grow  and  flouitflty  not  in  a  fiate  of  favage  tgnonmce^  \mt  of 
eivifization,  of  light,  and.  of  fdigioo,  that  cverj  cteoorage* 
ment  ought  to  be  given  to  this  exoeBient  inflitutioft^  It  caa 
be  (hown  in  the  deareft  manner,  Aat  the  landlonfa  in  die 
Highlands  and  ifflands,  ought  not  onlj  to  be  pnxiftiial  iafiilfiU 
ling  the  eafj  requifitions  of  the  Societj ;  but  that  it  is  their 
intereft,  flioald  the  charity  fchools  be  vrithdnwn^  to  educate 
the  joiitb  at  ihtir  own  expenfe  *• 

Mifcetlane^uf  Ob/frvatians^-^The  language  oniveriallj'fpo* 
ken  in  the  parifli  is  Gadic.  Very  few  of  the  old  people  uui' 
derftand  Englifh.  But  from  the  laudable  cndeavours.of  the 
fchoolmafters  to  teach  their  fehokrs  the  viocabnlarjr,  aid  ofe 
of  that  language,  and  from  a  general  i^inioa  gaining  ground, 
that  it  will  be  of  great  fervice  in  life,  it  is  hoped  that  the  ii£> 
ing  generation  will  make  oonfiderable-  progrefs  in  acquiring 
the  Engliih  language.  The  inhafaitanta  do  not  fisel  chat 
ftrong  delire  of  bettering  their  circumftances,  that  would  fti-' 
mulate  them  to  exertion  and  enterprixe.  Inftead  of  trying 
the  effefts  of  induftrj  at  home,  they  fofter  the  notion  of  get«> 
ring  at  once  into  a  ftate  of  cafe  and  opulence,  with  their  r^ku 
tions  beyond  the  Atlantic. 

Aivmiages  amd  Bi/advantages. — ^Among  the  difadvantages 
of  this  pariih,  ace  its  remote  fituation,  the  breadth  and  diffi*^ 

cnlty 

•  Price  of  labour.^' A  male  f^rvant  employed  in  the  bulinefi  of  farming,  gets 
ibr  the  half  year  2 1. ;  t  female  fer^ant  employed  in  the  fame  bnfinefi,  gets  for 
the  half  year  1 1.;  a  day  Uboorer  ii  paid  6d^  and  ht«  visuals;  «  uSht  t>d,  {  a 
ihoemakeT  6  d.;  a  boat-carpenter  1 1.  a  day  and  tri^biaU.  The  pace  of  labour* 
though  coniidcrabiy  higher  than  it  was  fome  yean  ago,  is  ftill  apparently  low ; 
but  the  labour  it  in  proportion.  Induftry  and  the  arts,  hare  made  fuch  fiotr 
progrefs,   that  the  ezpcofe  of  labour  it  foil  higher   than  in  the  low  coan^ 
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calgr  a£  tti  faedn  to.  did  muai  ftoce^  Had  die  inteUlmtt 
•afier  aocds  to  fee  the  tBduftry,  and  mode  of  living  ia  ^tv^iajp 
terior  psrtB  of  the  cbuntrj,  thej  would  probAUyJbllo«  iim 
cxamplr  ef  dieir  vore  ealighteoed  aetghboius.  Under,  tjhis 
di£idTantage,  the  landed  gentlemen  ought  to  beftow  doaUedi* 
ligenee  in  opening  the  lOkinds  of  the  people ;  fiumiiiytheic  nU 
tentum  to  dte  cosmMm  branches  of  edncation ;  intwdicinyoir 
numg  them  a  fpirit  of  indoftrjr  and  improvements  'Stm 
ifland  of  Jura  labours  under  a  peculiar  dif advantage  fSR»Lt)be 
great  number  of  rapid  rivers  with  which  it  is  interfeAedi 
Thefe  come  tumbling  down  from  the  mountains ;  and  as^thej 
are  not  bridged^  render  the  roads  often  impaffiiUe»  These 
are  no  lels  t^an  6.  of  them  in  thefpaoe-of  4  miles.  'Sb^.taJL 
ufed  in  this  pariih  is  peat,  whichi  from  the  frequent  rains  in 
this  waterj  climate,  becomes  very  precarious.  Left  fummer 
not  above  half  the  fiiel  was  got  home,  and  even  that  in  verj* 
bad  condition.  But  it  is  hoped  that  the  legiilature  wHl  adi^ 
proper  meafures  to  take  the  duty  off  an  ardde  fo  univerlally 
and  abfolutely  neceflary  as  coal. 

The  advantages  of  this  pariih  are  its  neamefs  to  the  lochs^ 
where  herring  are  caught ;  the  great  quantities  of  fea-weel 
every  where  on  the  (bores,  both  for  the  purpofes  of  kelp  and 
of  manure.  The  fea-coral  of  Colonfay  is  a  valuable  ardde. 
The  Hate  of  Balnahuaigh  brings  coniiderable  returns  to  the 
proprietor.  The  fand  for  glais  manu&fture,  and  the  flate  ia 
Jura,  furdy  deferve  attention.  What  in  this  ifland  might  be 
turned  to  great  advantage,  is  its  excellent  wool.  Were  a  few 
fpinning  nuu:hines  introduced,  and  blanketing,  and  ftockings 
manufafhired,  the  hands  that  could  be  fpared  from  agricul- 
ture and  pailure  would  be  ufefully  employed,  and,  inftead  of 
being  a  dead  weight  on  the  proprietors,  fumifli  an  example 
of  ufeful  induftry  to  their  neighbours.  The  white  herring* 
fiihexy  is  an  otgeft  which  might  be  profecuted^with  adv>uitage 

front 
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fiwB  every  odrner  of  the  pariih;  The  hasliottrsoljiiray  ina 
4eed,  give  it  great  adyantsge  for  Urge  veffieb^  bat  thzougli 
dl  tbe  iflaads  there  are*  credu  for  Imall  fiflung  boats*  Per. 
h^iB  the  beft  mode  of  encouraging  the  yooDg  men  to  embaris 
in  diis  nndertakingy  would  be  for  the  gentlemen  to  join  with 
dwm  in  fitting  oat  a  few  boats  of  moderate  &e  for  that  pur. 
pofe.  Should  thefe  boats  be  fucoebful,  tbey  would  be  the 
means  of  drcnlating  money,  an  article  wbidi,  from  the  ab- 
fonoe  of  trade  and  manufiiftures,  is  very  fcarce  amoog  the 
lower  daflcs.  The  little  fums  introduced  in  this*  way,  would 
foufe  a  fpirit  of  adventure,  and  give  new  firings  to  evezj 
Idnd  of  induftry.  From  foch  finall  beginnings  tbe  extcnfive 
fiflierf  canJod  OQ  by  oar  bu£bs  took  its  rife* 
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PARISH  or  GIRVAN. 


(GotrKTT  or  AtR|  Stkob  of  Glasgow  avd  At&i  Pass* 

BYTERT  or  AtR.) 

B/  tb$  Rit.  Mn  JAKES  TflOMsoir. 


Nqme^  Geografly  qnd  Natural  Hifiory. 

n^HI}  origia  of  the  nane  is  unl^own.  Iii  a  decreet  of  lo« 
^  cafity,  dated  x666y  it  is  written  Griffan,  and  was  pro* 
bablj,  at  that  tiipey  fo  pronounced.  The  change  of  Griffaa 
into  GinraOi  is  fomewhat  fimibur  to  that  of  Striveling  into 
Stirling.  The  greateft  length  of  the  parifli  from  S.  W*  to 
N.  £•  is  aboat  9  EogUih  miles  \  and  it  varies  in  breadth  from 
3  to  6  miles.  About  two«thirds  of  the  fouthermoft  part  of 
the  pariih  is  hiUj.  The  hills  never  rife  to  a  height,  which, 
ia  Scotland,  is  confidered  as  mountainous.  They  are,  for  the 
moft  part,  green  ;  and  when  they  are  heathy,  the  heath  ia 
^^%  ^  generally  mixM  with  grafa    Even  in  what  may 

be 
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be  called  Ihe  lowlMids  of  the  purUh,  fituated  os^the  fdu-coaft, 
and  the  banks  of  the  Ginran,  though  there  be  a  confidenUc 
proportion  of  flat  groundi  yet  the  furface  prefents,  in  general, 
n  hilly  appearance.  A  great  vmrietjr  ia  to  be  found  in  the 
foil ;  but  that  which  is  moft  pievmlenti  confifta  of  a  drj  light 
mouldy- on  *•  Cuidy,  or  gravellj  bottom.  In  the  low  part  oi 
the  pariih,  the  air  is  remarkably  dry  and  mild  s  and  in  the 
light  lands,  vegetatipn  begins  ft  or  3  weeks  earlier  than  in  the 
country  in  general.  In  the  high  grounds,  the  air  being  much 
colder,  and  more  moid,  vegetation  of  every  kind  is  much  more 
backward.  It  is  generally  thought  there  is  abundanoeof  coal  in 
the  low  port  of  the  parifli  \  but  no  attempts  to  difcover  it  have 
been  yet  made.  The  inhabitants  are  plentifully  fopplied  from 
thecoaUworks  in  the  parifii  of  Dailly.  There  is  a  great  qaao« 
tity  of  lime^ftone  in  the  high  part  of  the  psHih :  but  owing 
to  its  dillance  from  coal,  the  want  of  roads,  or  the  unfitnds 
of  the  neighbottriog  grounds  for  agriculture,  it  has  hitherto 
been  but  little  ufed.  The  lowlands  are  well  fiipplied  from  sa 
extenfive  lime-work  in  the  neighbourhood.  Little  or  no  free- 
flone  has,  as  yet,  heen  difcovered  in  the  parifli.  Pudding- 
fione,  and  a  kind  of  rotten  rock,  abound  almofi  every  where. 
In  fome  places  the  grey  and  blue  whin-ftone  is  found.  Ia 
one  fpot  a  fmall  quantity  of  gypfum,  or  plaQer-ftone ;  and,  is 
another,  a  confiderable  bed  of  (helUmarl  have  been  difcovered. 
The  houfes  are  all  built  df  whin-ftone,  gathered  partly  from 
the  land,  but  chiefly  from  the  fea-beach. 

The  fea^coait  extends  upwards  of  8  miles  along  the  W.  fide 
of  this  parifii.  Above  a  third  part  of  the  {hore  is  bold  aod 
rocky ;  and«  when  flat,  the  beach  Is  very  generally  covered 
with  large  whin«ftones.  In  fome  parts  a  confiderabie  quanti- 
ty of  fea-weed  is  occafionally  left  by  the  tide ;  and  is  ufed  ia 
manuring  the  neighbouring  lands.     A  little  kelp  is  made 

gsce 


OfGltvan.  337 

(MKe  10  3  jeaf s.    A  quandtj  of  falmoa  is  annuallj  caught  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Girvaa  *• 


P(^ii&/ji0iv.— -According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report,  the  oum* 
ber  of  fouls  in  27  jj  was  ^1^3.  Of  the  ancient  ftate  of  popu- 
lation in  the  pariihy  no  certain  information  can  be  obtained. 
No  regular  regifter  of  deaths  and  marriages  was  kept  prior  to 
Auguft  1 783*  when  the  tax  on  regifters  was  impofed.  For 
about  5  years  after  that  period,  this  regifter  was  accurately 
kept  f •  A  regifter  of  births  has  been  preferved  fince  the  lat- 
ter end  of  the  year  1 733.  From  an  attention  to  thiS|  fo  far 
as  it  goes,  fome  probable  conje^re  concerning  the  ftate  of 
population  at  different  periods  may  be  formed  :  and  a  compa- 
rative view  of  the  former  and  prefent  fituation  of  the  pariih 
in  this  refpeft  may  be  taken.  For  this  purpofe,  there  is  an- 
nexed a  table  of  births  for  1 0  years  fucceeding  December 
1733  J  and  another  for  xo  years  prior  to  January  1791 :  to 
which  is  added  a  table  of  deaths  and  marriages  for  5  years  fuc- 
ceeding December  1783. 

Vol,  XII.  Uu  Years. 


•  Tbey  are  moft  in  feafon  |n,  the  month  of  June.  When  (old  on  the  fpoT, 
they  bring  finom  4  d.  to  3  cL  the  ib.  £ngUfli.  But  the  greater  part  is  carried  bj 
land  to  Kilmarnock  or  Glafgow.  It  is  believed  that  abundance  of  cod,  ling, 
haddock,  6lc.  vi  alfo  to  be  found  off  this  coait ;  but  the  inhabitants  of  this  pa- 
riih have  never  much  availed  themfeives  of  their  advantage  in  this  refpe^. 

f  Asfoon  as  it  was  generally  known  that  the  a^  impoiing  a  tax  on  regifttr^ 
did  not  oblige  any  perfon  to  keep  a  legiftet ;  and  that  the  only  penalty  for  ne« 
gle^iog  to  pay  the  tax,  was  the  noiKatry  of  the  name  in  the  regifter  *  the  con« 
fequencc  in  this  pariih  has  been,  that  the  legiilec  of  deaths  has,  for  (bme  timc^ 
been  totally  given  up,  and  ihofe  of  births  and  marriages  are  not  fo  accurate  at 
theylhoitldbe. 
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TllKt. 

BlKTMt.           \ 

Males. 

Fern. 

Total- 

1734     a» 

16 

57   : 

«735 

9 

iB 

^2 

«736 

16 

X% 

X737 

>4 

IS 

a6 

1738 

•7 

16 

33 

1739 

»4 

«9 

33 

174-^ 

x6 

»7 

33 

1741 

•9 

»3 

3» 

»74a 

9 

»3 

ai 

1743 

»3 

14 

37 

Totals, 

ij8 

X50 

308 

• 

Average, 

15.8 

IS. 

3*8, 

TsAKt. 

1781 
1782 

1783 
1784 
J785 
1786 
1787 
X788 
1789 
1790 

Totals, 


■tsna.    f 

Milet. 

FCB. 

TotaL 

16 

28 

54 

»4 

»3 

47 

16 

«3 

39 

a4 

18 

5» 

36 

36 

6a 

31 

30 

5< 

3« 

35 

66 

'9 

i6 

55 

•5 

35 

60 

33 

a? 

60 

165 

a8. 

546 

26.5 

38.1 

54.61 

t*kMM, 

Deaths.        f| 

Mdes. 

Fem. 

fTotal. 

1784 

.1 

«7 

»6 

1785 

15 

33  1 

1786 

IX 

18 

ay  1 

.  ;',!l? 

I* 

10 

33 

30 

30 

60   • 

Tottls, 

80 

90 

170: 

Average, 

x6 

18 

34 

1784 
1785 

1786 

1787 

1788 

Touls, 
Average, 


II 


»3 
'3 


54 
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From 

•  A  great  number  of  children  died  tbii  year  of  the  QpalLpox.  All  of  then 
had  the  difeafe  in  the  natucul  way.  There  r  ^»iX^  in  this  parifli,  a  confideraMe 
prejudice  agaiaft  inoculation. 

f  From  the  AitegoiQf  tables,  it  appears,  that  the  annual  arerage  of  births  for 
SO  years,  preceding  January  1744*  was  30.8.  This,  if  multiplied  by  %6^ 
giTCi  800,  as  the  atcrage  number  of  inhabitants  during  that  period.  If  multi- 
plied by  a8,  the  number  mnft  be  ftated  at  8tfa ;  and,  if  by  t9»  at  895.  From 
the  regifter  of  births,  it  is  found,  that  the  annual  average  for  5  years,  preceding 
1756,  was  40.  This,  when  multiplied  by  26,  gives  only  1040,  as  the  number 
about  the  period  of  Dr.  Wcbiler*s  reports :  but,  when  multiplied  by  28,  the 
number  at  that  period  is  brought  to  11 20.  The  annual  average  of  births,  for 
5  years  prioi  to  179 1,  was  58  i-5ths.  It  is  neceflary  this  ihouM  be  oiutiplied 
by  ap,  before  the  population  can,  in  this  way,  be  brought  ncaily  to  correfpond 
with  what  it  was  in  1791. 
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From  an  acearate  lift  taken  in  tbe  year  1791^  it  sppearfi 
that  tlie  total  luunber  of  foi4s  was  then  1725  :-^f  wbioh 
^here  were. 


Males, 


849      Unmarried  above  ao,     %\% 


Females,  «  -  «  876 
Under  aejears  of  age,  70  c 
AboVe  20  yearsof  age,  1024 
Married  and  widows,  7x9 
|Jnmarrie9,    9        ^    X013 


)n  the  town  pf  Girvan,  iQX  t 
In  the  coontfj,      -      7x3 
Bom  oat  of  Seotlandt 
pbiefly  in  Ir<4and,       6^ 


According  to  their  different  Qccopations,  the  inbabitanit 
fOBj  be  diftribnted  as  follows  : 

fiandiciaftfaoen,   indu*  Pay  laboutien,    -      ^    49 

ding  33  apprentices,  203  burgeons  and  apotheca- 

Servants,     ^        -         153  ries,     ...      3 

Seamen,        *        •        22  Students  at  the  Unlirer- 

fihofJceepers,     »        *     9  ^^Jf      .        •        *      a 

Licenfed  inn  and  uvem  Minifter  of   the  Efta* 

keepers,         •        .       8  blifliment,     -        •       x 

]?anners,      .      -      *     78  Preacher  of  ditto,       *       t 

From  the  above  flatemients  concerning  the  population  of  the 
purifli  of  Girrao,  it  appears^  that  for  upwards  of  half  a  cen* 
tury  it  has  been  gradually  increafing  :  that  i(  is  now  double 
of  what  it  probably  was  jO  or  60  years  ago*  Though  it  be 
probable  that  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  country  part 
of  the  parifli,  efpecially  in  the  Lowlands,  may  be  fomewhat 
greater  than  it  formerly  was  ;  yet,  without  doubt,  by  far  the 
greateft  part  of  the  increafed  population  is  owing  to  the  ez« 
tenfion  of  the  town  of  Girvan.  40  or  50  years  ago,  this  town 
w^  veiy  inconfidenUe.    According  to  the  beft  acoonatSy  it 
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emitted  of  tboat  14  honfes  only ;  and  probaUy  oootftiiied  tiM 
many  more  than  xoo  fonk.  It  now  eontains  upwards  of  tooo* 
For  this  great  increafe  various  caofes  may  be  aiBgned.  A* 
bout  30  years  ago,  a  con0derable  herring  fifliing  took  place 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river  very  near  the  town.  This  fifhing 
continued  for  a  or  3  years.  By  the  concoutfe  of  people  it 
drew  together,  and  by  the  wealth  it  prodttced»  a  fudden  and 
confiderable  exteniion  of  the  town  was  occafioned.  The 
throwing  of  a  number  of  fmaU  farms  together,  which,  at  one 
period*  was  frequently  pradifed  in  this  countiyt  with  the  al« 
ooft  total  exclufion  of  cottagers  from  the  farms,  obliged  a 
number  of  families  to  take  up  their  refidence  in  the  towns 
and  villages.  The  praAice  of  fmngKling*  too,  which,  fo»  a 
number  of  years,  was  carried  on  to  a  confiderable  extent  oa 
this  coafty  contributed,  in  no  £aiaU  degree,  to  the  increaie  qf 
the  town  of  Girvan. 

ProduOionSf  lie. — The  number  of  trees  is  very  foaall, 
Theie  is  i'carcely  any  natural  wood  better  than  brulh*wood« 
A  few  trees  have  been  planted  in  the  low  part  of  the  parifli, 
and  in  iheltered  fituations  have  grown  tolerably  well*  It  is 
believed,  that  on  many  parts  of  the  high  grounds,  trees  might 
be  reared  with  fuccefs  and  advantage.  All  the  low  part  of 
the  parifli  is  capable  of  bearing  grain;  and,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  enclofures  near  the  ihore,  has  been  chiefly  employ* 
ed  for  that  purpofe.  Conriderable  advances  have  been  made, 
within  thefe  30  years,  in  the  improvement  of  agriculture. 
The  low  lands  have  been  almoft  wholly  enclofed.  By  the 
proper  ufe  of  lime,  marl,  and  fea-weed,  together  with  a  more 
regular  rotation  of  crops,  the  produce,  both  in  quantity  and 
quality,  has  been,  to  a  great  degree  encreafed.  Oats,  barley, 
bear,  peafe,  beans,  and  potatoes,  are  the  only  kinds  of  crops 
coinmoaiy  raiied.     A  fipall  quantity  of  wheat  and  rye  is  oc- 

cafionally 


lafioDaUy  fown ;  but  the  former  is  thought  an  uncertain  ctop^ 
ind  the  latter  is  found  profitable  onlj  when  the  foil  is  ex« 
tremely  light  and  fiindy.  On  one  farm,  ileveral  acres  of  tur* 
nips  are  annoallj  raifed  with  good  fuccefs.  The  kind  of 
plough  moft  commonly  ufed,  is  one  with  an  Englifli  mould* 
board^  and  a  Scotch  fock.  Even  in  the  hillj  part  of  the  pa« 
riihy  thej  have  begun  to  oultivate  fuch  fpots  of  laod  as  are 
capable  of  if.  For  the  moft  part,  lime  is  ufed  as  their  ma*- 
nure.  In  fome  places  the  furface  is  pared  and  burnt,  and  the 
ground  manured  with  the  aflies.  In  general,  however,  the 
difadvantages  of  the  climate,  together  with  the  want  of  ihel* 
ter  and  cnclofures,  render  the  crops,  in  this  part  of  the  parifli, 
both  fcanty  and  precarious.  The  high  grounds  are,  therefore, 
chiefly  employed  in  the  pafture  of  cattle  and  flieep.  The 
greater  part  of  them  is  indeed  capable  of  being  ufed  in  no 
other  way*  There  are  about  1700  head  of  cattle  in  the  pa- 
rlfli.  Though,  occafionally,  there  may  be  fiogle  inftances  of 
their  rifing  to  a  great  fize  *,  yet  the  cattle,  in  general,  are  ra- 
ther fmall*  In  fome  parts  of  the  parith  they  are  completely 
fatted ;  but  the  bulk  of  them  are  fold  for  the  purpofe  of  be* 
ing  driven  to  England.  In  the  low  pafture  grounds,  the  * 
grafs  is  remarkably  rich*  A  fiogle  acre  is  fometimes  more 
than  fufficient  to  fatten  an  ox  or  cow  of  moderate  fize.  There. 
are  about  1x4  fcores  of  (heep.  Except  a  very  few  ot  the 
mixed  breed  between  Scotch  and  Englifli,  they  are  all  of  the 
fmall  black-taced  kind  common  in  this  country.  Attention  is 
paid  by  a|moft  all  the  farmers  to  the  improvement  of  the  kind 
they  already  poflefs  ;  but  no  attempts  have  been  yet  made  to 
introduce  a  different  breed. 
The  property  of  this  pariih  is  very  unequally  divided  a. 

moo|t 

*  An  vx  bred  hj  Mr.  Kennedy  of  Dunure,  on  his  fium  in  thii  ptrUh,  wis 
killed  when  6  jtMXt  old ;  the  beef  and  tallow  of  which,  together,  weighed  ^f 
ftooe  •  pound,  nckoning  94  pound  finglifli  to  the  itooe* 


jmong  10  different  heritors.    One  onlj  of  theos  refides.     Mr 

Hamilton  ot  Bargeny«  is  proprietor  of  the  toi^Q  of  Girvani 

and  of  bj  far  the  greatelt  part  of  the  country  parifl^.     Therj 

is  a  fpot  of  ground  among  the  hills,  fuppoT^d  to  be  above  3^ 

acres  in  extent,  which  iiaay  be  confid^red  aji  a  kind  of  comj 

mon.     It  has  never,  in  the  memorj  of  man,  been  claimed  oi 

pofleflad  by  any  individual;  but  is  paftured  in  comaacsi  by  th^ 

tenants  of  thofe  proprietors  who  have  land  in  its  immedxat^ 

neighbourhood.   In  ponfequeoce  of  the  improveaieor§  in  agri-j 

culturei  the  advance  in  the  price  of  cattle  and  iheep»  and  tfa^ 

increafe  of  the  town  pf  Girvan^  the  rent  of  land  in  this  pa^ 

rifii  hasi  within  thefe  4Q  years,  been  very  confiderably  ad^ 

vanced.    i^t  prefent  (1791)  the  rents  of  the  whole  may  b^ 

ftated  at  about  3200 1.,  and,  when  fome  old  leafes  are  oot«  the^ 

will  amount  to  a  good  deal  more.     Its  valued  rent  is  4621 IJ 

45.  10 d.  Scots.  With  the  egcception  of  a  few,  whofe  leafes  arq 

of  an  old  date,  the  tenants  pay  their  whole  rent  in  mooej^ 

In  fome  inftances,  they  are  bound  to  lead  coals  to  their  land^ 

lords,  or  to  pay  a  certain  f^m  for  this  purpolie* 

j 
jifUiquities.'^There  are,  in  this  parifli,  j  of  thofe  fmsll 

round  enclofures  on  the  tops  of  rifing  grounds,  which  are 
commonly  called  camps.  Two  of  them  are  very  near  the 
fea-fide,  and  none  of  them  more  than  2  miles  frpm  the  coaft. 
One  of  thefe  is  remarkable  for  having  a  ditches,  the  x  pa- 
rallel to  the  other,  and  each  furrounding  the  bill  on  the  top 
of  which  it  is  fituated  *. 

Eccltjiaftical 

*  A  number  of  cairns  were  formerly  to  be  feen  in  the  jwOi;  fistenl  of  tkec 
are  now  fcarcelj  diftinguifhable,  the  ftones  bdn^  almoft  wholly  renoved.  b 
one  among  the  hilU,  which,  about  7  years  ago,  was  laid  open,  there  was  ibood 
la  veflel  fomewhat  like  an  urn,  open  at  top,  made  of  earthrp  ware,  onglaxed. 
.  and  rudely  ornamented.  It  will  hold  about  two  £nglilb  pints,  and,  when  fiMuid, 
contained  a  fmall  quantity  of  duft  or  aflies.  It  was  enclofed  ^|  a  kind  of  coffin, 
confiding  of  broad  thin  ftones  laid  foofely  together. 


Of  Girvan. 

Eccb/Sq/tical  State,  Stifendf   Schools^    Poor T1 

tbitaots  of  this  parilb  belcMig  almoft  wholly  to  th 
Hhed  Church.  There  are  not  more  than  20  Secedei 
1I7  a  Roman  Catholics.  The  King  is  patron.  B7  1 
screet«  given  ifl  the  year  i666|  the  minifter^s  ftipend 
t  at  57  bolls  12I  pecks  of  meal,  paid  at  the  rate  o 
one  and  an  half  the  boll ;  31  bolls  8  pecks  of  bear  ; 
pedts  of  oats ;  wkh  369 1.  4  s.  8  d.  Scots,  of  monej 
as  alio  a  manib  aad  glebei  which  maj  be  valued  at  i 
5  L— There  is  one  eftabliflied  fchoolmafter,  who  rel 
lie  towB  of  Ginran.  He  has^  at  an  average,  about  5 
&rs.  Of  thefe,  30  are  taught  £nglflh,  at  the  rate  of 
luarter ;  16  are  taught  writing  and  anthmetic,  at  the 
IS.  6d.  I  and  4  are  taught  Latin  at  3  s.  Thefe  wag< 
100  K  Scots  of  falary,  with  his  emoluments  as  feffio 
Md  pseceatoTi  reader  his  place  worth  about  30  L  a^je 
number  of  private  fchook  are  alfo  occafionallj  kept, 
the  town  and  the  diikant  parte  of  the  partih. — The 
funds  of  this  pariih  are  wholly  under  the  management 
kirk*feffioB.  They  arile  from  the  kiteicft  of  i6j  1.  oi 
front  irokintary  contributions,  and  from  penalties  1 
from  thofe  who  fubjeft  themfelves  to  the  difcipline 
church.  From  the  accounts  for  5  years  preceding  ^ 
1791,  it  appears,  that  the  fum  of  41 1.  Sterling  ha 
average,  been  annually  received )  that  during  the  fa 
riod,  the  fum  of  38 1*  has,  at  an  average,  been  annus 
tributedi  and  that  in  thefe  years,  the  average  nui 


In  the  town  of  Oirvan,  there  is  a  wbhi-fkone  of  %  dark  (ea-grt 
onLfliaped,  its  circumference  meaforing  %  feet  4  inches,  by  2  fee 
Gboceming  this  ilone,  tradition  fays,  that  in  former  times,  when  a  ; 
lus  foot  on  it,  he  could  not  be  attached  for  debt.  From  time  immt 
bs  hun  behtnd  Ibme  houfcs,  which,  with  their  yards,  formerly  belor 
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thore  "ivho  were  regularly  on  the  poor's  roll,  amomfted  to 
369  befides  a  number  of  others  to  whom  occafiooal  aflMNtirr 
was  given.  It  is  co  be  obferved,  that  out  of  the  above  fum, 
received  chiefly  on  account  of  the  poor«  between  2  L  and  3  L 
are  annually  given  to  the  prelbytery  and  feffioa-iderks,  the 
precentor,  and  kirk-oflker. 

Totiiit  of  GirvoH.'^Tht  town  of  Girvan  is  fitnatad  «t  the 
mouth  of  the  river  bearing  that  name.  It  is  a  poft  town^ 
and  lies  on  the  great  road  between  Ayr  and  Port-Fatrick  *. 
The  town  of  Girvan  poflefles  many  advantages  for  trade  and 
mannfoftures.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  a  plentiM  com 
country,  with  abundance  of  coal  witbin  a  or  3  miles*  and 
probably  much  nearer,  it  enjoys  in  fuflictent  quantity,  all  the 
neceflaries  of  life.  Standing  very  near  the  £a,  and  bailt  00 
a  dry  fandy  foil ;  its  fituation  is  remarkably  healtby.  Its 
harbour,  for  from  being  now  a  bad  one,  is  capable  of  much 
improvement.  In  its  prefent  natural  ftate,  the  entrance  into 
the  harbour  is,  at  high  water,  from  9  to  tx  feet  deep ;  and 
were  a  key  to  be  built,  which,  it  is  faid,  might  be  done  for 
aoooL  or  30001.,  it  would  be  rendered  coofideraUy  deeper. 

The 

*  This  town  11  a  burgli  of  bah>n7.  A  charter  of  ere^ion  was  orlgiDallj 
granted  to  Thomas  Boyd,  £fq.  proprietor  of  the  lands  o^Ballochtoul,  on  which 
tha  town  it  diiefij  built.  This  charter  was  afterward  renewed  by  King  Wil. 
Jtam  to  3>r  Archibald  Mvir  of  Thornton,  in  the  yen  ttfpd.  The  powen  and 
privileges  granted  bj  it  to  the  proprietor  of  Ballochtool,  were  regularly  earned 
down,  in  all  the  fubfequent  charters  and  tnvtftifures,  from  the  Crown.  TbeCe 
powers  were»  however,  never  ufcd ;  till,  in  confequence  of  the  gitat  increaie 
of  the  town,  Mr.  Hamilton  of  Bargeny,the  prefent  proprietor,  thought  of  exer. 
cifi^g  them.  Accordingly^  in  the  year  17S5,  the  town  of  Gtrvaa  did»  by  his 
diredUon,  aflame  the  form  of  a  burgh  of  barony.  It  is  governed  by  s  bailies^ 
and  a  council  of  lo.  The  bailies  are.  annually  chofen  by  the  council,  and  the 
vacancies  of  the  council  are  filled  up  by  themfelves.  But  the  fuperior  has  a  ne« 
gative  upon  both  cledtions.  The  town,  by  its  chaner^  enjoys  all  the  liberties 
and  pntiltgcs  belonging  to  other  burghs  of  the  fame  bad. 


Tbe  fbrge  aev«r  rifcs  here  to  any  wery  greit  height ;  and  fo 
bapgily  if  the  harbour  fituated,  that  vefleU  can  get  out  to  ilea 
with'  a  wind  from  almoft  any  quarter,  if  it  docs  not  blow  very 
hard.  With  fuch  advantages,  any  kind  of  trade,  and  efpecially 
the  coal*trade,  might,  with  good  profpeft  of  fuccefs,  be  carried 
tin.  Hitherto,  however,  little  or  nothing  has  been  done  in 
this  way.  There  is  at  prefent,  no  more  than  one  veffel  above 
so  tMis  burden,  belonging  to  this  place,  or  trading  to  it.  The 
reft  are  all  fmall,  open,  or  half-decked  boats,  ufed  for  ruur 
ning  lalt  from  Ireland,  or  freighting  goods  from  one  part  of 
the  coaft  to  another.  Nor,  till  very  lately,  was  there  any 
thing  defervlng  the  name  of  manufafture  to  be  found  in  Gir« 
van.  The  weaving  of  cotton-cloth  has  of  late  been  intro* 
dttced  by  the  oianufafturers  of  Glafgow.  Upwards  of  zoo 
loooM  are  now  employed*  and  the  bufinefs  is  ca^teoding  every 
day.  That  a  fituation  fo  advauugeoqs  for  trade  or  manu- 
fafturea  (bould  have  been  fo  long  neglefted,  may  appear  fur* 
prifing ;  but  may  perhaps  be  in  fome  degree  accounted  for  by 
obferving,  that  Girvan  is  placed  at  a  conliderable  diftance 
fcom  any  great  trading  or  mai^ufafturing  town ;  that  no  per* 
fen  bred  to  b'u&nefs,  i^nd  ^t  the  (ame  time  poflefliog  a  good 
capital,  ever  happened  to  fettle  here,  or  ;n  the  neighbour- 
hood ;  and  that  habits  of  regular  induftry  were  probably  pre* 
vented  or  deftroyed  by  the  praftice  of  fmuggling,  to  which 
the  inhabitants  were,  for  a^  long  time,  fo  much  addided« 
There  is  rraibn,  however,  to  hope,  that  if  trade  and  manu- 
faftures  continue  to  flourifli  in  the  country,  in  general,  Gir« 
van  will,  in  a  fliort  time,  acquire  that  fhare  in  them,  to 
Vhich^  from  its  natural  advanuges,  it  appears  to  be  entitled^ 
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^  BAllISR  Q?  NQ».TH»IAV|:i^. 


(CopKTT  07  Ol^KVET,   PrESITTEKT  Of  ShETLAKII.) 


Jfjr  tb$  Re^.  Mc  IX^ixiam  Jack« 


NOBTHMAVEIJ  is  pnc  of  tl^e  mod  nortberly  parilh^ 
fubjtft  to  Britain^  commodioufly  fitaated  for  navieation 
and  com^erce^  abpupding  in  excellent  ^arboar99  frpna  wbencf 
th^re  is  a  fafe  and  ready  paflage  ^o  the  different  ports  of  Bri« 
tain,  to  the  Greenland  feas,  to  the  Baltic,  Npryay,  and  Spain« 
«nd  having  around  its  coaft  yaft  (hoals  of  fi{h  of  various  kinds : 
Ling,  cod,  tnik  apd  herripgs,  vrhich  form  valuable  articles  of 
commerce,  befides  variety  of  fmaller  fiflies,  Tvhich  fopplj  the 
inhabitants  veith  a  great  part  of  their  fubfiftence.  Alfo  many 
large  beaches,  and  every  requifite  to  render  it  commodious  for 
parrying  on  an  eztenfive  fifliing* 


NifAei  Extendi  Situitionnhd  Climate. — ^IfTohtsinSvefi  lies  ito  thd 
K>rdihip  and  pr^ytefj  of  Shetland,  fitnated  betweeh  do^  38'^ 
iktidtfo*  57''N.htitttde,  Arid  in  W;  loiigitadb  (t6txi  Loiidoiii^ : 
in  the  eleventh  noirth  cHibfttfe,  (aetotditlg  to  Rici:ioliisi#bohai 
fbgard  to  the  refrstfitdn),  haVidg  the  ftin  on  the  iUoriefi  daj; 
4  hours  and  3  quskiters  above  the  horitori  $  though  Smollet; 
ih  his  indderti  hiftotj,  dercribirtg  the  Hebrides,  ^ritetf,  **  that 
ifa  the  ihoft  northerlj  ifles^  the  fiin^  at  tb^  fttintiiet  folftice,  ii 
ik>t  above  axi  honr  Mde^  the  horizoii,  at  midnight^  arid  not 
Ibnger  above'  at  noid-day  in  the  depth  of  widteri'*     At  pirefent 
the  vmHation  6f  the  eoifipa&  is  af  points  W;    On  the  w^ft  fidti 
of  thfe  patilh,  it  is  high  i^atet  at  9  o*elock  dri  the  full  ani 
diange  of  tb«l  tndon,  but  dri  the  eitft  fide  it  is  ad  hbur  and 
a  quiirter  latfcr.    The  h^tn^  of   inoA  places  in  this  pmtk 
ire  from  the  Nori^egian  lan^uage^  and  are  ejtpreffite  of  their 
fitttfttioh.    Scfme  fancy  Norchmaven  to  fignify  North  Main,* 
6r  north  pairt  of  the  Mairil^d  ;  others,  thatt  as  the  nfeck  of 
hod  ^hich  is  i^  entrance  to  thtf  parilh,  iar  caU^d  Matin,  and 
ihe  whol6  parifli  lying  to  the  N.  df  it,  that  it  has   thence 
its  ftanie;     This  pSLrHii  is  K  pealrifula,  stdd  the  ifihroas  T^hicU 
^ortneSs  it'td  the  Mainland  or  ^riflt  of  Belting/  is  front 
high  watef-nciark  on  one  fide,'  to  the  fame  on  the  others  near 
too  yards,  and  fo  l6w,  that  with  high  fpring* tides,*  the  watetf 
nea:dy  coders'  it.'    Oa  eUch  fide'  of  the  ifthmus,'  the  hilb  rifd 
ilmdft  perpendicular;    The  extent  eft  this'  pariib  i^s  16  com-^ 
j^ed  iniles  from  S'.  td  Nw,  aind  frdtn  £.  to  Vf.  S  miles,  bulE 
6(  raeafured  moles  it  would  he  msiny  more.     It9  flidres  are 
tery  uneven,  b^eing  interfered  with  mtmerons  ink'ts  6f  thei 
fca,  tailed  here  t^oi/.    It  i^  w«flied  onr  the  edl  fide  by  Yell 
found  and  Sulem  voe,  which  fepatates  it  fromf  the  iffand  of 
iTell  and  parifli  6f  getting  ;  oh  the  N.  and  W.  fides  by  the 
Attantic  Ocean;  and  on  the  S.  by  S\.  Magnus  Bay^  which  di^ 
^^idea  it  from  part  of  Delting  and  Aithftiug  parHhes^  and  from 
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the  iflaad  of  Pipi  an^  Suaeb  pmlh.  The  cnltivataA  laa& 
0r  fitrinSv  called  here  RiMmis,  zH  firaU  ibatcered  fpots,  Ijia^ 
liear  the  fea  fhore,  and  rcmnd  the  bajs.  They  bear  a  very 
fnall  proportion  to  the  bills  and  pafture  grouiid.  The  %uo 
of  the  pariih  approtehes  neareft  W  a  triui^e,  but  witb  mmaj 
inregolaiities.  The  dimate  is  mildy  equal,  and  tempesate ;  the 
air  pare  and  haalthy  in  all  feafoos.  The  wiotera  are  milder 
than  perhaps  in  aaj  other  part  of  Britun^  being  tenporad  bj 
the  circamambient  ocean.  The  heats  of  fumoier  are  Ids,  Cor 
the  fao&e  reafoo.  High  and  fuddeii  winds  are  freqiieat*  The 
•erora  boreali^,  in  the  winter,  often  covers  the  whole  bemif-* 
phece,  making  a  verj  brilliant  appearance,  and  of  different  co« 
lours :  It.  gjenecallj  has  a  ftrong  trefl[iulous  modoD  from 
end  to  end*  The  higheiik  hill  in  this  eouotrj,  is  on  the  W» 
fide  of  this  psrriih,  called  Rona's  hill,  and  extends  from  the 
middle  to  the  N.  end  of  the  pariihr  \  being  S  miles  long,  4 
broad,  and  near  |ths  of  a  mile  perpendicular  height.  It  was 
found  by.  geometrical  menforation  to  be  5944  feet  above  the 
kvel  of  the  fea.  From  the  fummit  of  the  hill,  is  ezhibitcA 
an  exteafive»  noble,  and  pleafing  profped,  56  miles  at  leaft^ 
in  every  diredion,  having  the  ocean  for  an  horiaon*  The  nu« 
merous  iiknds  fcattered  beneath,  and  curioufly  interCaded  by 
the  fea,  and  often  adiftant  view  of  veflels  which  frecpient  thefe 
coafts  in  the  fummer  feafon,  afford  a  prolpcA  infinitely  di^r^ 
fified  and  agreeable.  On  the  higheft  eminence,  there  is  aa 
boufe  confiruded  of  4  large  flones,  and  a  covering  die  top  for 
a  roof,  under  which  6  or  7  perfons  may  fit.  It  is  called  the 
Watch  Houfe,  and  was  probably  ufed,  in  ancient  times,  to 
give  notice  of  the  coemyr  or  any  approaching  danger ;  a 
pyramidal  tower  of  fmall  fiones  is  ere&ed.on  the  top  of 
it.  This  hill  is  a  landmark  to  the  fifhcrs  all  round  the 
country  >  and  generally  the  fitft  land  ieen  by  ibipS|  if  tiliey 
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£dl  to  tlie  W.  of  the  conflftty  comiag  ff om  Aeir  northen* 
tojages  •• 

yUmds^  HobMsi  iS^rii.— I'his  pariik  is  bordered  all  afoaod 

with  finall  iflands,  holms^  and  rocks^  or  pillars  near  the  (hore^ 

There  is  onlj  one  inhabited  ifland  called  Lambat  on  the  £» 

fide*  poflefled  by  one  familj ;  it  has  bat  little  com  land,  bnt 

can  grase  a  flew  cattle  and  iheep^    At  the  S«  end,  and  on  the 

W.  fide,  near  the  entrance  into  the  pariib,  lies  Eagleflicy,  an 

excellent  iiknd  for  grazing,  and  in  it,  are  many  rabbits.     N^ 

of  thia  lie  a  iflands,  Ntbon  and  Gunifter^  and,  like  the  for<i 

mer,  graze  cattle  and  (heep.   From  this,  there  is  a  long  range 

of  locks,  holmsi  and  iflands^  to  the  N.  end  of  the  pariih^ 

The  flaoft  remarkable  are,  a  rock  rifing  perpendicular  on  tXk 

fides  to  a  gitet  height  above  the  fnrfaoe  of  the  fea^  and  at  » 

few  miles  diftance,  has  the  appearance  of  a  fliip  with  all  hcl' 

fails  fet.    It  makes  a  good  direfiion  for.  yeSels  coming  inter 

Hillfwick  harbour^  keeping  to  the  E.  of  that  rock,  and  half 

iraj  from  the  Ihore*    Near  to  this,  are  a  very  high  pillars^ 

on  jf9hkdtk  the  larger  kind  of  cormorants  neftle  |  and  what  is 

remarkaMe,  only  fneceffively,  for  the  rock  that  is  poflefled 

by  them  one  year,  is  defertcd  the  nest,  and  retnmed  to  againr 

after  being  a.year  nnpoflefied.     In  this  manner  have  thefe 

rocks  been  occupied  tiine  immemorial.     Both  rocks  are  in« 

acccffiUe.    Thefe  immenfe  pillars^  are  of  the  fame  materials 

with 

a  There  are  no  overs  nor  woods  in  dds  pariflif  nor  indeed  is  the  whole  coua- 
try ;  but  it  abounds  in  lochs  •t  frefli-water  lakes,  in  which  are  found  (mall 
troats.  From  thefe  lochs,  flow  riTulcts,  brooks  or  bums,  which,  after  great  falls 
of  rain*  tender  travelling  difficult,  huTing  no  proper  bridges.  There  are  man> 
fprings  and  wells  of  escellent  water,  and  feoM  mineral  ^ings  impregnated  with 
iron,  but  have  never  yet  been  properly  inveftigated,  nor  ufed  in  the  cure  of  any 
diltcmper.  Ajjple  Uees,  and  fome  barren  flirubs  grow  in  gardens,  but  no  high- 
er than  the  vralL  There  are  iff  many  moflcs,  roots  of  trees  found  lying  hori>» 
nntally,  bom  which  foaie  tWakf  that  treei  oace  grew  in  this  country. 
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vith'the  cr»(i  on  the  ihore«  which  are  of  a  ftapeadoiu  helgfif^ 
nd  feem  to  have  been  fepaimted  bj  the  force  of  the  wavesi 
tather  than  by  volcanoes  or  anj  other  eruptions.  There  is 
stf  holnii  called  Dorholm,  txom  a  retaafkable  atch  pafEog 
through  its  centre,  which  is  verj  loftj  and  fpadonsf  and  un- 
der which  boats  filh ;  and  there  is  an  opening  firom  the  top, 
which  gives  light  to  thofe  below.  Next  to  this,  is  the  holm 
and  ifle  of  Stenneft,  whidi  abound  with  kettjwrakea  filling 
every  projedion  and  every  hole,  which  can  afford  them  any 
ihflter.  The  new  fledged  young,  are  much  efteeroed,  as  de« 
licate  food|  and  taken  in  great  plenty*  To  the  northward  of 
this  is  a  rock,  the  fummit  of  which^  has  never  been  trodden  by 
snan,  and  is  called  the  Maiden  Skerrie.  In  the  funrmer  feafoif 
it  is  occupied  by  the  largeft  or  black-backed  gttUs,  who  ncftk 
on  it  undiflurbed.  About  a  miles  from  this  fliore,  there  is  a 
large  and  high  rock  called  Ocean  Shenry  $  it  is  a  good  direc- 
tion for  (hips  from  the  N«,  if  wanting  an  harboun  Under  ic 
our  fifkiog  boats,  with  eafterly  wind,  are  happy  to  reach  a 
place,  which  will  give  them  leave  to  reft  upon  their  oars.  Olif 
the;  N.  end  of  Rona's  hill,  is  the  iikuid  of  Uya,  efteemed  the 
snoft  valuable,  for  feeding  cattle  or  (beepy  of  any  belongings 
to  this  parifh.  The  northmo'ft  point  of  the  parifli  is  a  fmsdl 
peninfula,  enclofed  by  a  ftone  fence,  called  Fetheland  ^  about 
5  miles  thence,  there  are  high  rocks  called  Hamnaftaeks.  Otf 
the  £•  fide  of  the  parilh,  gpiog  from  N.  to  S.  are  the  holms 
of  Ifijefier,  Stourholm,  and  the  holms  of  Skea,.  with  Gloiir 
iiland« 

HarSours  and  Fi/bing  SiaticnT.'^^n  the  &  fide  of  the  ps^ 
riflt  is  a  fpacious  bay,  called  St.  Magnus  Bay,  which  leads  tCt 
the  harbour  and  creek  of  Hillfwick,  where*  thefe  is  ftfe  ani 
excellent  anchorage,  for  any  liunlber  of  ve^els,  of  of  any 
bui:tben  3,  having,  gpod  0oorings>  from  7  lo  ao^  fathoms  waters 
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Kere  is  a  large  and  commodious  beach  for  drying  filh,  witli 
good  warehoofes,  and  fait,  and  fiih  cellars,  and  every  other 
neceflaiy  accommodation.  From, this  creek»  all  the  fifli. caught 
in  thp  parifh  are  loaded  for  exportation.  A  little  diftance 
from  this,  i4  an  inlet  called  Hammerfvoet  a  fecure  retreat  for 
ihips  in  the  mod  tempcftuous  weather*  The  mod  wefterlj 
point  qf  tbb  parifli  is  Stenneis,  an  ezcelleot  ftation  for  fi(hv 
ing,  with  an  extenfive  heach,  and  a  warehoufe  huilt  for  tho 
pnyeni^cy  of  the  fiOiing.  Here,  there  are  from  40  to  50 
boats  from  thiji  and  the  neighbouring  parifhes  during  the  fifli* 
ing  feafon.  A  little  further  N.  there  is  a  fmall  bay  calle4 
UamnavoCf  a  fafe  barbQur  fpr  (mail  veflelsi  the  entry  into 
it  being  narrpw  j  and  here  i|lfo  is  another  fiihing  ftation  for 
12  or  15  boatSi  with  fuit^ble  conreniencies.  Still  further 
N.  on  the  S.  fide  of  Rona's  hill,  is  a  bay  called  Rona's  Voe, 
running  \ip  into  the  land  6  miles,  a  large  and  fafe  harbour  ; 
and  here  alfo  ia  a  fiibing  ftation  for  4  or  5  boats*  On  the  Nf 
fide  of  the  hill,  is  a  ftation  for  14  boats.  It  is  c^ed  Uya« 
The  filh  caught  h^re  arp  carried  freih  to  F^theland,  as  ther^ 
is  00  bench  ^t  this  place*  The  rcafon  of  this  ftation  being 
pbofen,  i«  its  vicinity  to  the  fiihing  grounds.  From  this  tQ 
Saodvoe,  a  bay  runs  up  4  miles,  which  i$  a  very  good  har« 
hour.  From  this  Voe,  5  boats  fail  to  the  fame  fiibing  grounda 
as  the  boats  from  Uya.  f  etheland,  the  northmoft  extremity^ 
is  a  chi^f  fiibing  ftation,  frequented  by  about  60  boats*  Frona 
fhis  and  the  p^riibes  of  Tell  and  Pelting,  is  a  road  only  for ' 
large  boats,  and  fmall  iloops  in  fummer.  A  ifaort  diftanco 
from  diis,  on  the  ]^.  fide,  is  Burravoe,  a  tolerable  harbour  | 
bttt  in  the  middle  of  the  entrance,  there  is  a  flat  broad  rock 
pnly  feen  at  low  water,  which  makes  it  a  pilot's  fare  way^ 
Here  alio  is  an  excellent  beach  and  ftorehoufe.  Of  late,  the 
proprietor  has  built  a  convenient  pier  for  boats  landing  their 
^(h,  and  drained  a  Ipch  at  the  b^el^  pf  the  b^^cb.  |Ie  tu>plie4 
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fer  mdung  this  harbour  a  creek,  that  he  might  g«t  his  flih 
Ihipped  under  the  iofpedion  of  the  caftomhoufe  offioen  ;  bat 
St  not  being  grauted,  is  obliged  to  cariy  his  fi(h  to  Hillfwick» 
loond  Rona*s  hill,  the  moil  dangerona  nttrigation  on  this 
coaft,  at  much  ezpenfe  and  ri^L.  South  of  this,  axe  CoU 
lofirtb  and  Qacfirth  voes,  both  good  barbonrs;  as  alfe  Glna 
▼oe.  On  the  S.  end,  there  is  a  long  inlet  of  6  oiiles,  calleA 
Salum  Toe,  a  fine  road  for  (hips,  and  oonld  keep  a  great 
n^Tj.  There  are  federal  other  fmaller  harbours,  hot  not  fo 
iafe  or  fo  much  frequented  as  thole  now  mentioned. 

FajmnUs^  Burthens^  ^t— The  cultivated  lands  in  thia 
|Mriih«  as  well  as  in  all  Shetland,  are  Ccatteced  Cpota,  enviroa* 
td  cither  by  deep  mofies,  or  by  thin  bare  grounds,  whereof 
the  mora  has  been  cut  for  peats,  or  bj  fteep  hills  covered 
with  heath  and  naked  rocks*  Thefe  fpots  are  called  Rooms, 
which  hare,  at  an  parly  period,  been  dividod  into  mcrks, 
but  not  equally.  The  value  of  each  merk,  being  afcertain«» 
cd  by  the  number  of  pennies  of  rent  it  is  demAninated  by. 
So  each  metk  of  land  is  deemed  to  contain  fo  manj  penny 
lands,  from  X  a  to  4  penny  land  the  merk.  Each  penny  land 
is  uniformly  valued  at  if  merk  weight  of  butter  \  and  the 
IIM>qey  having  come  in  place  of  the  wadoiale  (being  a  «x>nrfe 
kind  of  cloth  manufaftured  in  thefe  ides)  I  s.  and  f  s.  Scots 
•f  rent  payable  to  the  proprietor;  that  quantity  of  butter 
being  originally  held  of  equal  value  to  this  fum  of  if  s.  Scots; 
fo  that  lands  efteemed  as  12  penny  lands,  paid  of  land  rent 
yearly,  16  merks  of  butter,  and  16  s.  Scots,  which  taken 
together,  was  originally  equal  in  value  to  3a  8»  Scots.  10 
penny,  9  penny,  8  penny,  6  penny,  and  4  penny  land,  paid 
in  the  fame  proportion  to  the  landlords  ;  who,  ia  procefs  of 
time,  laid  on  their  tenants,  by  way  of  fine  or  entry,  an  an* 
aual  (urn  of  8  8.  Scots,  for  each  merk  of  land,  without  re. 
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gar£flf  the  penny  rents ;  and  this  is  calle4  the  graflum*  'Re^ 
fides  the  payment  of  land  rent  to  the  proprietors  of  the  lands, 
the  pofleflbrs  pay  a  tax  called  Scatt,  which  was  anciently  the 
revexuie  of  the  Kings  of  Denmark ;  and  fince  this  country 
being  annexed  to  the  Crown  of  Scotland,  has  been  paid  tp 
the  Grown  or  its  grantees.  There  is  another  payment  exa&r 
ed  by  tiie  grantees  of  the  Crown,  called  ox  and  iheep  moneys 
which  is  faid  to  have  been  introduced  by  the  ^arls  of  Qrk* 
oey,  when  they  lorded  it  over  this  counti^f. 

In  the  year  i6oc,  Patrick  £arl  of  Orkney,  built  the  caftle 
of  Scalloway;  among  the  exadions  made  by  him  for  carrying 
on  this  building,  one  was,  his  compelling  the  inhabitants  to 
deliver  a  certain  number  of  oxen  and  (beep  yearly  for  the 
uFe  of  his  table.  It  is  faid,  that  he  demanded  24  ibeep  and 
9  oxen  from  each  parilh,  which  oxen  and  fheep  were  afteri- 
ward  converted  into  a  yearly  money-payment  on  the  lands 
in  each  pari(h.  Another  payment  exaded  by  the  grantees 
of  the  Crown,  is  called  the  Wattle.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
16th  century,  n^hen  Popery  blinded  mankind,  the  priefts 
begged  from  thefe  iflands,  money  under  he  name  of  Wattle, 
in  confideration  of  the  extraordinary  benefit  which  the  peo- 
ple were  to  receive  from  the  liberal  diftribution  of  holy  wa- 
ter among  them.  Another  payment  is  the  cefs,  or  land-tax  s 
and  as  the  lands  of  thefe  inlands  payfcatt,  or  a  land-tax  pecu- 
liar to  themfelves,  it  was,  after  fome  druggie,  that  (he  pay^^ 
ment  of  cefs  took  pli^ce  in  Shetland.  Befides  the  above  pay.^ 
ments,  the  tenants  pay  corn-tiend :  In  this  parii^i  the  one 
half  to  Sir  Thomas  Dundas,  the  other  half  to  the  iricumbenta 
according  to  ufe  and  wont.  Befides,  to  the  incumbent  is  paid 
cow  and  (beep  tiend,  and  a  compofition  of  15  lings  for  every 
6  oared  boat,  and  10  for  every  4  oared  boat.  Further,  the 
tenant  pays  to  the  proprietor  an  hen  and  cock  for  every  % 
;nerks  land,  and  3  days  i^ork  to  the  proprietor  and  as  many 
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to  the  mintilf  r,  being  maintained  daring  that  time.  Beiide^, 
the  tenant  engages  to  fit  oat,  at  his  own  expenfe,  a  certain  &ar9 
of  a  boat  to  the  ling  fifhing,  which  is  proportioned  to  the  va* 
lae  or  nambcr  of  merks  of  land.  Alio,  to  lell  his  fifli  at  a 
certain  ftipalated  or  underftood  price  to  the  landlord,  and  to 
nake  the  firft  offer  of  all  his  other  produds  to  him,  prefer- 
able to  all  others.  An  annual  falarjr  of  aboat  ii  1.  Steriing 
to  the  parochial  fchoolmafter^  concludes  the  payments  and 
burthens  in  this  pariQi. 

jfgriculture. — ^Thc  foil,  from  oar  northern  and  infular  fitu- 
Btion,  rather  unfavourable  for  vegetation,  muft  be  confider- 
ably  barren.  The  beft  crop  of  black  oats  and  bear  being  the 
only  grain  which  the  foil  will  oourifli,  is  never  fufficient 
for  the  inhabitants  9  months  in  the  year ;  and  often  when 
the  feafons  are  unfavourable,  not  fufficient  to  maintain  them 
4  months,  though  their  allowance  of  bread  is  by  far  led  than 
in  any  other  part  of  Great  Britain.  Their  fifliing  is  the  prin- 
cipal, if  not  the  only  refource,  to  enable  them  to  provide  the 
neceflaries  of  life,  which  renders  their  fupply  very  precarious* 
To  the  particular  account  of  the  ftate  of  Agriculture  in  the 
neighbouring  parifli  of  Delting,  very  little  needs  be  added, 
being  the  fame  as  here.  About  the  year  1750,  potatoes  be- 
gan  to  be  planted,  and  have  proved  of  great  advaiitage  to  the 
inhabitants,  being  an  early  food  in  harveft,  when  bread  is  al- 
moil  not  to  be  had,  and'  very  comfortable  with  their  fmall 
filh,  of  which,  then,  they  have  ufually  plenty.  That  great 
improvements  might  be  made  in  their  mode  of  farming,  is  not 
to  be  doubted  ;  but  it  may  be  a  queftion  if  the  country  is  ca- 
pable of  yielding  ah  increafe  fufficient  for  their  fupport. 
"  It  fcems  britcr  adapted  for  pafture,  and  carrying  on  the 
f  fhing.  The  prcdileftion  and  fpirit  of  the  people  for  thelar- 
ter,  has  rendered  them  quite  carelefs  as  to  the  former.    Could 

they 


Of  Norlbnidvcn:  ^Sf 

\Aitj  be  perfuaaed  io  keep  (hepherds,  aivl  the  fliepherd  to  be 
p«id  out  of  tbe  flock,  it  is  not  to  lay  what  an  increase  might 
be  in  this  parUh  in  a.  few  years^  as  the  paftures  are  very  ex- 
tenfive,  and  yet  the  fheep  fewer  in  number  than  in  other  pa** 
riihes.  In  the  winter;  the  (heep  and  horfe  feed  on  Cearweedi 
and  endure  all  the  rigour  of  the  feafon  without  i(ny  ihelter.  , 
Tbe  number  of  ploughs  has  been  decrea&ng  in  this  pariill 
for  many.years^  At  this  tiihe  there  are  ah&ut.a6. ploughs  ; 
the  ground  is  moftly  digged^  or  turned  up  wiih  fpades.  The 
data  are  lb wn,  and  the  k^l  and  plotatoes  4>lanted  in  the. month 
of  April,  and  from  the  beginning  to  the  middle  of  May  the 
bear-^eed  is  fown.  The  barveft  is  bet<7eeri  the  flrft  of  Sef)- 
timber  aiid  firft  of  November.  The  rentalled  lands  of  .this 
parifh  amount  to  X145  m^rk  land  $  befidei,  there  aire  about 
100  outfets*  or  ne^  iniproVements,'  commonly  efticbated  at  3 
metks  each^  and  pay  the  latidlord  accordingly  \  but  are  ex« 
empted  fron^  P&yiog  fcatt,  cefs,  or  coro-tiend.  Including; 
tbefe  improvements  with  the  rentalled  lands,  all  ^ill  bear  but. 
a  £mall  proportion  to  the  hills  and  paftdte  grounds.  Every « 
room  or  rooms  codtiguous .  to  each  other,,  are  enclofed  with. 
turf<*fcnccs.  There  is  ndt  one  farm  6r  h6ufe  at  ptefent  unpofii 
ieiled  or  uninhabited. 

Populatitn. — According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report,  the  ntih^a 
bcr  of  fouls  in  1755  was  10C9.  The  population  here  hai 
been  increafing  iince  the  year  1760,  owing  to  the  fplittiog  of 
farms  and  breaking  out  new  grounds.  This  w^  promoted 
by  the  landlords  for  increafing  the  number  of  fiihers.  In  thtf 
year  1 768,  the  prefcnt  miniftcr  of  the  parilh,  vpon  his  firft  vi* 
fit'^tion  of  families,  took  a  lift  of  all  examinable  perfons, 
which  was  obtained  with  diiEculty,  owing  to  the  prejudices 
of  the  people.  He  found  then  1109  examinable  perfons.  In 
the  following  vifitations  the  number  was  incrcaiiDg,  and  thd 
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people  givitf^  up  their  prejodicet  to  taking  foeh  tn  account ; 
He,  in  the  yetr  1777,  took  an  eza£l  lift  of  perfima  of  cverj 
age,  when  the^  amounted  to  S59f4.  Thej  were  fenad  to  tn» 
creafe  gradoallj  to  the  year  17849  when  thej  aaooaliad  to 
1657,  and  in  the  year  17919  to  the  number  of  17^9  of  vriucb 
an  account  foll6w8  .* 

Inhabited  honfes,  ^  190  Females^  •  •  990 
Souk,  «  »  -  1786  Widowersr  -  -  10 
Males,      ^      M      m      79($      Widowa,       -        •        34* 

Cikrci;  Siipemd^  Sthool,  Poor.^Sir  Thomas  Dimdas  is  pa« 
Iron  of  this  parifli.  All  the  inhabitants  are  of  the  Flhhliflird 
Church  of  Scotland.  There  have  been  two  ahufohcs  in  thia 
jnriih^  each  of  them  near  to  the  middle  of  it,  one  on  the  E« 
and  the  other  on  the'  W.  fide.  The  former  has  been  ia  ruins 
ftice  the  year  1761.  The  lalter,,  at  Hillfwick^  is  now  die 
otdj  place  of  public  worlhip.  The  prefent  incumhent,  be- 
cnufe  of  the  vaft  diftance  thai  manj  are  firom  HiUfwid:, 
preaches  3  or  4  times  a^jrear  at  the  norths  and  meA  diftant 
end  of  the  parifli,  and  at  OUabeny^  the  former  place  of  wor- 
ihip.  The  church  of  HiUfwick  was  rebuilt  in  the  jear  1733, 
and  repaired  in  the  year  1764.  The  maafe  is  at  Hillfwick, 
was  built  in  17^8,  but  not  being  eompleted,  it  had  repairs  in 

1790; 

*  No  regifters  of  iharfiage^  baptifmiy  or  deaths,  eoald  be  dtfcevered  by  the 
^fent  incmnbent  upon  his  admiffioo :  Sioce,  ^e  marriage  re^fter  has  been 
kept  very  diUfcAly,  and  from  it»  on  ao  average,  there  appear  t»  ha?e  beco  10 
itoarriagcs  yearly.  The  baptlfm  regifter  cannot  be  regularly  kept,  on  accoant 
of  tbe  many  private  baptifms.  in  which  they  niuft  be  indulged,  becaufe  of  thdr 
fieat  diftance  from  their  pkce  of  worfliip.  But  by  the  beft  account  that  can 
be  taken,  they  amount  on  an  average  to  50.  A  regifter  of  deaths  has  not  yet 
been  attempted  to  be  kept,  becaufe  of  the  many  burial  places  in  the  paiifli^  vA 
the  many  accidents  by  fea* 
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1790 ;  fo  that  at  prejent  it  ia  pretty  commodions.  The  r%» 
lue  of  the  ftipeod  c^naot  be  afoertained,  b^ing  paid  in  kind^ 
which  renders  it  very  yariaUe.  The  glebe  is  fituated  ia  4 
different  places,  each  3  miles  diftant  from  the  manfe,  and  % 
merks  land,  which  are  coatiguoua  thereto. — ^A  legal  fchool 
was  eftaUiihed  here  in  1771,  with  a  falarjc  of  197  merks  8  a. 
9  pennies  Scots,  raifedby  is.  3d.  Scots  on  the  naerk  land.  The 
ufual  luimber  of  boys  at  this  fchool  was  from  20  to  25.  At 
preient  they  are  only  14.  There  has  not  yet  been  a  charitj 
fchool  in  thi^  pariih*  It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  if  a  proper  re^ 
prefentation  was  laid  before  the  Society  for  Prc^gating 
Ghriftian  Kopwkdgri  that  they  would  readily  grant  one  &r 
f och  an  e^mofive  pariib  as  this. 

Th^e  are  commonly  irom  14  to.  z  8  poor  on  the  parochial 
r(dl,  e«cb  of  whom  are  ftationed  on  a  certam  number  of  fami* 
lies  in  a  comer,  who  maintain  them  as  many  days  and  nights 
as  they  have  merks  of  land.  They  wiH  make  3  or  4  rota* 
tions  yearly  in  that  corner.  The  weekly  coUeftions  may  a« 
mount  yaftrly  to  5  1.  Sterling ;  and  the  colleftions  on  facnu 
mental  occafions  to  zo  1.  Sterling.  From  thefe  coUeftions, 
the  above  ftated  poor,  receive  from  5  s.  to  zo  s.  for  clothes, 
aad  from  8 s.  to  Z2  s  for  cxpenfe  of  burial  *• 

Employment 

a  Tbcfe  poor  are  foch  as  are  arrived  at  extreme  old  age.  Beiides  the  above, 
there  arc  commonly  on  the  lift  one  or  two  infants,  who  have  loft  their  parents, 
recommended  bj  the  kirk-feifion  to  ibme  difcreec  family,  who  receive  20  or  30  a^ 
yearly  until  they  arrive  at  to  ye^s  of  age.  After  which  time,  they  arc  treat, 
ed  and  confidered  as  a  child  of  the  family.  There  ia  a  fum  of  35 1.  Sterling 
mortified  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  James  Buchan,  formerly  mintfter  of  this  parifti,  the 
intereft  whereof  is  given  to  fuch,  as^  though  now  reduced  to  low  circumftances, 
were  formerly  in  a  more  affluent  ftate  than  the  ordioAry  poor,  ficfides,  there 
are  feveral  families  reduced  by  misfortunes,  who  receive  from  5  s.  to  aos.  Ster* 
ling,  though  not  on  the  poor's  roU.  In  the  year  1792,  24  families  received  los. 
•ich  from  the  poor's  funds.  When  any  extraordinary  amfortoncs  happen  a  fa- 
mily 
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•  Employment  of  the  Inhabitants. — ^The  women  l«ok  affef 
domeftic  conceniSt  bring  up  their  children,  cook  the  viduals, 
look  after  the  cattle,  fpin,  and  knit  ftockings ;  they  alfo  af- 
itt),  and  are  no  lefs  laborious  then  the  men  in  manuring  and 
labouring  the  grounds,  reaping  the  harreft,  and  maaulaftur. 
ing  their  crop.  The  children  are  taught  very  early  to  be 
iiclpful  in  the  affairs  of  the  houfe  ;  many  of  the  young  wo- 
men are  employed  in  May  and  Auguft  in  cutting  fea-weed 
for  kelp.  The  boys  are  early  employed  in  fiihing.  The  pro* 
▼ince  of  the  men  is  managing  their  fmall  (arooiSy  the  £ihing« 
boat  building,  and  cutting  their  peats,  which  are  their  only 
fuel ;  befides,  they  are  generally  tailor,  ihoemaker,  weaver, 
Slc.  to  their  own  family,  and  many  are  fmith  and  wrighu 
There  are  only  3  perfons  in  this  parifli  who  make  their  liv- 
ing by  their  trade  alone ;  two  wrights  and  one  Ihoemaker. 

la 


laily,  or  pctfon,  the  ordinary  method  for  their  fuprplj  b,  to  reprefent  their  ftate 
ftom  the  pulpit,  with  fuitable  ezhorutiotts,  and  appoint  a  da/  for  a  coUedioii  to 
be  made  for  their  account.  It  is  common  to  receive  from  2 1.  to  5  L  Sterling  on 
fuch  occalions.  From  this  account,  it  is  obvious,  that  in  times  of  general  cala- 
mity, little  more  can  be  done  by  tlie  kirk-felfion,  or  by  the  inhabitants  of  this 
parifli.  From  the  year  178a,  the  crops  failed,  and  a  great  death  prevaQed  a- 
mong  the  homed  cattle  and  (hcep,  fo  that  thefe  iflands,  during  that  period,  were 
in  very  great  diflrefs,  and  many  mult  have  periihed  from  want,  if  they  had  uot 
received  feafonable  and  large  fupplies.  In  the  year  1783,  theylhared  in  the 
fupply  given  by  Government  to  the  northern  counties  of  Scotland.  In  17S4,  a 
Confulerable  fupply  was  lent  them  by  a  vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Id  the 
following  years,  Thomas  Parker,  Efq.  of  Hull,  and  Alexander  AUlba,  Efq.  De- 
puty Cailiicr  of  Excife  at  Edinburgh,  fet  on  foot  fubfciiptions  for  their  relict': 
The  former  coIle<^ed  30SI.  ids.;  and  the  latter  X049L  8  s.  7d.  both  which 
fumi  Mr.  Alifon  font,  from  time  to  time,  to  Shetland,  in  meal  fur  food,  and  grain 
for  feed.  On  the  night  of  the  loth  June  1791,  many  of  our  fifliing-boats  were 
loft  at  fea,  which  left  many  families  in  the  greateft  diftrefs.  An  early  account 
of  this  reaching  Edinburgh  coUedllons  were  made  for  them  there,  and  the  poor 
widows  and  orphans  have,  at  three  different  times,  received  of  thia  Uberaluyf 
tranfoiitted  by  Mcffrs.  Robert  Strong  and  Son  merchants  Leitfa. 
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In  this  northern  climatCy  more  attention,  care,  and  toil«  inuft 
be  given  to  proeare  a  bare  fubfiflence,  then  a  comfortable  one, 
with  fome  fuperflnities,  where  the  earth  yields  a  more  certain 
and  plentiful  increafe.  When  floth  or  mifmanagement  pre* 
▼ail  in  the  managers  of  a  family,  want  and  famine  for  a  great 
part  of  the  year  mofl  be  the  confequence.  And,  alas  !  thia 
is  often  the  pafe,  with  the  moft  careful  and  provident,  when 
their  crops  are  blafted,  and  the  fmall  fiOiing  in  winter  fails. 

Of  tie  Fifl>ing. — ^About  the  end  of  lad,  and  beginning  of 
this  century,  the  Hollanders  reforted  to  this  country  to  pur* 
chafe  fifii  of  the  natives.  They  paid  a  gratuity  annually  for 
this  privilege  to  the  proprietors.  In  May  they  arrived  with 
their  veflels,  and  fupplied  the  natives  with  the  neceiTaries  for 
their  families  and  fifhing  apparatus.  They  received  the  fifli 
fre(h,  which,  after  being  faked  and  dried,  and  having  made 
an  agreement  with  the  proprietors  for  the  next  year's  pro- 
duce, returned  with  their  cargoes  *•     It  is  ufual  for  every 

(kipper 

*  To  this  da^,  it  is  common  to  point  out  the  Dutchmen's  lodges  and  beaches 
in  the  feveral  parts  of  the  parifh.  About  the  jear  1712,  the  proprietors  of  land 
touk  the  fifliing  under  their  management,  when  the  debenture  and  regulations 
refpedltng  duties  on  fait  were  palfed.  Then  the  landlords  appointed  fiflif  rmen, 
imported  fait,  and  all  fi(hipg  necefl*aries,  and  freighted  veiTels  for  exporting  their 
fifli.  which  then,  and  for  feveral  yean  afterward,  were  fcnt  to  Hambuigh.  The 
landiordi  receive  their  fijih  at  a  ftipulatcd  price.  From  that  pcnod,  to  the  year 
I740,  the  fiflstng  was  not  diftant  from  the  Ihore  above  8  or  10  miles,  carried  on 
in  four  oared  boats,  with  few  lines ;  fo  that  the  quantity  then  caught  was  few, 
compared  to  the  numbers  now.  But  thofe  few  were  more  profitable  to  the  fUh. 
rr;  and,  in  confequence,  they  then  lived  comfortably,  and  indebted  to  none.  A- 
hout  1740,  the  lK>ats  incrcafcd  much  in  number,  which  induced  them  to  feek  out 
further  to  fea,  to  avoid  their  lines  entangling,  when  crowded  along  fliore.  Find- 
ing a  new  bank,  they  enlarged  their  boats,  and  increafed  their  number  of  lines, 
\\\i  tbry  gradually  arrivcJ  to  the  prefent  llate.  l*he  prciprieton  now  parchafe 
tl.^ir  tiOi  by  weight.  The  fiflier,  on  an  average,  has  4d.  each  ling.  But  it  maft 
U  allowed,  that  bo4t<,  lines,  and  all  filhing  sieccfTariei,  are  now  double  the  prica 

they 
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fldpper  or  mtller  of  a  boat*  to  appear  icady  at  tlifc  UUng  fta. 
tipo  the  firft  week  of  June,  with  their  boats  properly  equipped, 
and  fiibiag  tukliog  in  order.  Eadi  boat  carriea  from  100  to 
iao  lines*  of  50  fathoms  kogih ;  each  line  having  xo  books, 
placed  5  fathoms  from  each  other  on  a  cord  4  foot  long.  A 
boat's  lines  will  extend  6000  fathomst  or  aboat  6  miles  and 
•a  half  when  laid  in  the  fea.  Each  boat  has  alio  4  haddock 
lines  fitted  s  their  firft  work  is  to  obtain  proper  bait^  and  thii 
is  their  employment  every  evening  and  morning  they  are 
afifeore,  as  they  wilh. always  to  have  frelh  baitf  Haddocks  are 
IBoft  efleemed^  of  which  it  will  take  6  or  7  fcore  for  die  lines 
of  one  boat,  Piltocks  are  neipt  valuedt  ai  whioh  it  reqnires 
95  or  30  fcorei  failing  of  thefe,  hallibnt,  cod,  tnlk,  or  liDg, 
are  uHsd  for  bait*  They  fet  out  to  iea,  when  weather  per- 
inits,  from  zo  o'clock  A«  M*  to  a  o'clock  P.  M.  acoocdmg  to 
the  fifliing  ground  they  intend  to  vifit,  being  ficnm  xo  to  40 
miles  diftant  from  the  ihore.  When  arrived  there,  aboot  6 
or  7  o'clock  at  night,  the  xft  end  of  the  line  is  fniik  by  a 
ILone  of  24  pounds  weight ;  then  a  or  4  men  puU  to  feaward; 
the  remainder  (et  out  the  linesi  and  fix  pieces  of  bait  pro- 
perly  cut,  on  every  hook  ;  and  at  the  diftaoce  of  every  two 
lines,  are  ftonea  fixed  about  8  pound  weight  i  and,  at  the 
other  end  of  the  line,  a  large  ftone  as  at  the  firft.  lliere  are 
buoys  at  each  end  of  the  line,  made  of  flieep  ikin,  and  s 
mid-buoys,  for  finding  the  lines,  lead  they  break  while  haul- 
ing. Every  line  for  the  buoy,  id  lao  fiithoms  and  more.  The 
lines  being  joined  together,  fo  as  to  form  a  long  train,  the 
boat  keeps  clofe  by  the  buoy  laft  dropped,  for  a  or  3  boon, 
according  to  the  tide  and  weather*     When  they  begin  to  haul 

or 

the/  were  before.  1750.  In  the  accoust  of  the  fifluagfrom  the  neighbouring  parifli 
of  Delting,  there  is  mn  accurate  ftatemcnt  of  the  annual  expenfes  of  boats,  llnes» 
Jcc.  and  the  annual  returns  and  balances  in  favour  of  ihtrers  ip  boats,  which  fa- 
rerfeUes  anj  thing  being  faid  here  on  the  fubjcd. 
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or  take  in  their  lines,  evcrj  fifli,  as  broaghl  into  the  boat, 
they  cut  off  the  heads,  and  throw  them  into  an  apartment  bjr 
thcmfelves,  then  t^ke  out  the  gats  and  entrails.  It  fome- 
tiines  happens^  that  they  cannot  carry  their  draught  with 
fttfety  to  the  fliore ;  in  which  cafe,  they  firft  throw  the  heads, 
fkate,  hallibnt,  tuik,  cod,  atfd  fornetimies  ling*  Boats  have 
taken  afbore  lo  feore  lings  ;  ii  or  14  fcote,  with  cod  and  tu&, 
ia  efteemed  a  great  haul ;  5  or  6  fcore  is  efteemed  a  medium. 
In  Amderate  weather,  they  commonly  reach  their  landing 
]9ace,  from  Xl  noon  to  4  P.  M.  They  have  been  known  to 
be  out  3  days  and  3  nights.  All  the  ftores  they  ever  carry 
with  tbem^  is  an  half  anker  filled  with  the  drink  called  Blatw 
da,  a  cake  of  bread  to  each  man^  and  a  bottle  Geneva.  The 
fiflnag  ends  the  z  5th  Auguft*  Old  men  and  boys  are  em* 
ployed  at  the  fiihing  flation  for  curing  the  fi(b.  The  old  roeti 
cist. one  the  back  bone,  after  which  the  h(yf%  wafli  the  £&  iii 
the  fea,  bring  them  again  to  the  old  men,'  who  fait  them  in 
tubs  or  vats  for  the  purpofe,  where  they  lie  a  competent 
tiaie  fiottking  in  brine;  When  tsdcen  ont  of  tbefe  vats,  they 
mtift  be  earefnlly  waflied  with  a  broom  in  fah  water.  They 
are  then  laid  in  h^aps  for  a  day  or  two,-  and  then,  at  proper 
intervals,  expofed  to  thb  fun,  till  perfedly  dried,  taking  care 
gradually  to  increafe  the  piles  or  fttples  into  which  they  are 
built  as  they  harden.  In  this  way,  they  are  kept  on  the 
beach  for  6,  8,  or  10  weeks  until  cellared  or  (hipped*; 
Vol.  XIL  Z  z  Some 

•  A  committee  of  Pirliament  in  t7«6,  decUrcd,  that  the  bdl  laeans  of  im- 
proving the  fiflieries,  was  to  encourage  the  inhabitants  living  nearelt  the  feat  of 
them  to  become  fifliew.  What  dcfcription  of  men,  then,  can  have  a  better  title 
thao  the  poor  iohabitanta  of  this  pariHi  ?  Who  fliouid  be  more  encouraged,  or 
iiutablj  lewaj^,  than  a  ftout,  hardy,  and  laborious  race  of  men,  who  have  a 
prediledion  for  the  employoient  of  fifliing,  above  all  other  parfuits,  though  none 
ttteoded  with  more  fatigue  and  danger,  or  hitherto  rewarded  fo  meanly  ?  The  fifh- 
€W  complain  that  they  are  not  permitted  to  difpofe  of  tfceir  fiflx  aad  produce  to  the 

bett 
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Some  time  after  the  white  fifhmg  is  ended»  it  generaUjT 
happens  that  herring  crowd  into  our  bajs  and  voes,  on  the 
W.  fide  oF  this  parifli.  Manj  of  our  fmall  boau  are  then 
employed  during  the  night  in  catcMng  herrings,  aad  old  men 
and  boys  in  the  day  time  in  curing  them*  The  faftrrin^  com« 
monly  kave  the  coaft  in  November.  From  the  above,  it  is 
obvious  that  there  cannot  be  a  more  laborious  and  indoftri- 
ous  people,  than  the  lower  clafs  in  this  pariih,  from  March 
to  November,  and  that  every  perfon  is  aAively  employed 
during  that  time ;  but,  in  the  winter  months,  except  pro- 
curing fmall  fi(h  for  their  own  confumption,  and  a  £ew  lings 
"Which  are  caught  occafionally,  they  ace  employed  to  little 
advantage  *• 

Di/eafes. 

beft  afhnmtage ;  thtt  the  toil  and  peril  of  fiflun;  is  impofed  opon  them,  witbout 
a  pTofpeA  of  profit.  The  landlords  fay,  that  the  tenant  pays  but  half  rent  for 
his  lands,  and  every  neceflfary  for  the  fiHiiog  provided  firft  by  them.  But  not  to 
enter  farther  into  the  caufe,  although  the  prcfent  pra^lce  may  have  advantages 
cqaal  to  its  difadvantages,  yet  the  appearance  of  a  monopoly  is  a  drcumftance, 
-which  feldom'  hah  to  be  confidered  as  a  grievance.  This  comteiioa  between 
proprietors  and  tenants,  has  often  been  the  origin  <tf  difputec,  between  propricton 
and  otHen,  as  interlopers,  and  trafficking  with  their  tenants  and  fiOsers.  A 
friendly  and  beftcvolcnt  behaviour  towards  their  tenants,  is  a  chara6teriftic  that 
will  apply,  in  general,  to*  proprietors  m  this  country;  but  their  granting  no  leafes, 
it  miichagainft  improvements,  and  keeps  the  tenants  in  conftant  dependence. 

*  The  bays  afibrd  g^eat  plenty  of  ihell-fi/h,  fuch  as  oyftera,  cockles,  mufcles^ 
fpouts,  fitc.  Thefc,  in  time  (jf  general  fcarcity,  have  often  proved  a  great  re- 
lief to  poor  families.  It  may  be  obferved,  alio,  that  fomctimcs  there  are  vaft 
(hoals  of  fmall  whales.  When  feen  near  the  fliore,  all  the  people  around  aiTem- 
ble,  and  with  their  boats  drive  them  aground.  Anno  1741,  in  the  bay  of  Hiilf- 
wick,  3^0  were  forced  a^fliore,  and  yielded  from  a  to  4  barrels  of  oil  each :  in 
1768,  ten  were  taken  at  the  fame  place  ;  and  in  1791,  above  100  were  caught 
there  alfo.  A  fdie  refinement,  or  feiifc  of  delicacy,  prevents  the  people  from 
making  the  fmallell  ufe  of  the  flefli  of  thefc  fmall  whales,  although  there  h 
every  reafon  to  think,  from  the  fmallncfs  of  the  fibres,  and  appearance  of  the 
flcih,  that,  fctting  aiidc  prejudices,  it  would  make  not  indelicate  food.    In  1741, 

by 
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D^io/^/.— Epidemic  difeafes  prevail  but  feldom,  owing 
!probably  to  our  free  air,  and  our*houfes  being  feparatedfrom. 
each  other.  The  rheumatifm  is  a  very  common  complaint, 
both  among  the  poor  and  rich*  Ttiere  is  a  fpecies  of  leprofy 
that  has  been  more  prevalent  than  at  prefent,  and  of  which 
we  have  had  feveral  miferable  inftances  in  this  pariih  ;  it  feL- 
dom  affeds  any  but  the  lower  clafs  of  people*  Its  fjmptoms 
approach  nearer  to  thofe  of  elephanthiaiis,  than  any  other 
defcription.  It  is  fuppofed  to  proceed  from  low,  living,  un-* 
wholefome,  or  iU  prepared  food,  and  living  nafiily.  Many 
poor  ol^fts  under  this  difeafe  have  b^en  fent  to  the  infirmary 
of  Edinburgh,  hut  they  either  died  ther^,  or  returned  un« 
cured,  and  ibon  periihed  miferable  fpedacles  of  wretehednefs. 
This  difeafe  does  not  feem  to  be  infeftlous  ;  but  in  many  in* 
ftances  there  is  reafon  to  fufped  an  hereditary  taint.  The 
fttSerers  are,  however,  always  fet  apart,  and  provided  for,  and 
fnpplied  by  the  pariih.  When  taken  early,  there  are  in. 
ftances  of  its  being  cured.  Convulfions  were  once  very  com- 
mon in  this  pariih,  efpecially  during  the  time  of  divine  fer- 
vice  ;  hot  are  now  quite  extinft.  The  cure  is  attributed  to 
a  rough  fellow  of  a  kirk-c^cer,  who  tofled  a  woman  in  that 
ftate,  with  whom  he  was  often  plagued,  into  a  ditch  fuU  of 
water.  She  was  never  known  to  have  it  afterward  j  and  o- 
thers  dreaded  the  like  treatment.  The  fmall  pox  heretofore 
proved  extremely  fatal.  Moft  of  the  old  people  in  this  pa* 
riih,  date  their  age  from  fuch  a  year  before  or  after  the  mor- 
tal pox,  which  was  in  J  700.     Inoculation  was  perfectly  ge- 

Z  z  a  neral 

\^y  reafon  of  the  extreme  fcarcity  -then  prevailing,  feme  famillos  were  induced 
privately  to  make  afe  of  their  flcfli,  and  all  fuch  declared  it  to  be  equal  to  any 
other  becL  It  may  be  obje^d,  that  hunger  is  a  good  fauce ;  but  in  Iceland  and 
Varo,  where  thefe  whales  are  caught  amiually,  their  fleih  is  much  efteemed. 
pur  coafts  are  alio  infefted  with  the  large  grampus  whale,  from  Auguft  to  ^e* 
j^eml^.    pf  thefe,  our  filhers  are  «fraid,  and  avoid  them  as  much  a;  poflibic* 
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nenl  in  1791,  and  extremely  focceisfal.    The  people  berf 
hare  no  prejudices  againft  it* 

Dref*^  Longevity^  Stature,  Sec.— The  gestrj  drels  foiu 
able  to  their  charaCler,  and  fimilar  to  the  (idi|ions  in  Edin- 
burgh. The  lower  dafs  wear  doth  of  a  coarfe  qualitj  of 
their  own  making.  When  employed  in  fiikii^g,  they  bave 
coverings  of  barked  ikins  of  (heep  which  they  put  over  their 
clothes,  and  large  wide  boots.  On  Sabbaths,  the  ufe  of 
cloths  from  Scotland  or  England,  is  becoming  very  frequent 
among  them.  The  kirk»oiBccr  who  died  in  i?9i»  was  aged 
95*  He  calculated,  as  was  ufnal  with  old  people,  from  the 
time  of  the  mortal  pox,  via.  1700,  and  a&rted,  that  dicn 
he  was  able  to  run  a  (hort  errand  of  a  mile  or  two.  There 
are  at  prefent  living,  3  perfons  above  j^  years  old^  and  10 
from  8a  to  86  years  of  age,  fome  of  the  latter  ftaut  and  vl. 
gorous ;  but  no  report  nor  record  of  any  beiog  xoo  years 
old.  The  men  are  generally  robuft,  firoa|^,  and  talL  There 
is  one  man  6  feet  5  inches.  There  are  6  men  above  6  feet, 
and  many  from  5  feet  f  inches  fb  6  feet  high.  The  people, 
in  general,  are  difcreet  and  kindly,  remarkably  attentive  to 
ftrangers,  and  charitable  to  the  needy,  even  fuch  as  are  them- 
fdves  but  in  narrow  circumftances.  There  is  not  one  *nftffiirv 
of  a  criminal  profecution  againft  any  of  the  inhabiianta  of 
this  pariih* 

Amtnols  and  Birds.—^The  beef,  mutton,  and  pork,  reared  ki 
this  parifli,  are  juicy  and  delicbus.  The  horfes  little,  bu( 
afiive  and  hardy.  The  fowls  reared,  are  geefe,  ducks,  and 
hens.    No  pigeons  in  dove-cc^s,  but  a  good  tnany  wild  Botks 

of  them  nettling  in  caves  f  • 

AntiquitUu 

^  ^iBgratory  birdi.*^WMs  Tifit  the  lochs,  or  firefli-water  hikes  in  this  pariOi 

twice 


/ktiqmkus.'^ThtTe  is  a  range  of  watch-houfes,  (i 
that  defcribed  on  Rona's  hill^  and  manj  remains  of 
knsy  or  Pifts'  houfes,  but  none  of  them  of  remarkal 
utude,  or  entire.  Their  demolition  is  owing  to  the 
time,  and  ftones  removed  fqr  the  conftniAiag  of  neigl 
mildings*  The  moft  entire  of  this  kind  is  on  the  \^ 
lie  pariibt  fituated  on  aa  holm  in  a  loch,  from  whi 
las  been  a  narrow  path  laid  with  ftones  to  the  oppoii 
k  circular  wall  can  be  traced,  and  fome  fteps  of  ^aii 
lave  afoended  circularly  in  its  interior.  The  watc 
V  ward-hills  are  h^Hv  within  fight  of  the  fea«  an 
nore  within  fight  of  eacb  otlier.  Befides  the  ufe  th< 
K  of  in  giving  an  alarm  in  times  of  danger,  a  probal: 
ion  of  them  might  be,  in  times  when  ihoals  of  fmsi^ 
vere  far  more  frequent  on  this  coaft  than  at  prefen 
mt  and  colleft  the  inhabitants  in  the  vicinitj,  ^ 
lock,  of  thefe  appeared.  They  are  applied  to  that  p 
Us  day  in  the  Tawe  iflands.  There  are  feveral  fti 
averns  made  by  the  force  of  the  fea  ;  in  fome,  the 
{eons  nettle,  and  bring  forth  their  young,  others 
lielter  to  Cnds  and  otters. 

Mifcellaneous  O^fervations. — The  average  value  o 
export. 

^^%9  ^^  ^^^  ti^  bom  65  parifh  boats,    L.  23  s 
Oil,         .  -  .  .  3 

Carried  over,      L.  26 

vice  i»year,1iat  do  not  aeftle  here.  The  ketty wakes,  and  Thomas 
*eftle  in  great  numbers,  aad  come  here  in  May,  and  return  in  A 
baMer,  a  bird  which  Ihres  on  lempots,  which  it  feparates  from  t 
fxteroaily  with  its  long  red  bill,  vifit«  us  in  April,  and  leaves  1 
lie  native  birds  are  not  pecoliar  to  thts  parifli,  but  common  to  the 
7,  and  moft  be  referred  to  the  accounts  given  by  others. 
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Brought  over,    L«  1650  o  d 

Herrings,         «                    .                    ^  300  o  d 

Beef,  hides  and  tallow,            -              •  350  o  c^ 

•Butter,          -                     -                     -  150  o  Q 

•Fine  and  coarfe.  ftockings,  gloves,  and  caps,        300  o  ^ 

&elp,              •                    -                -  100  o  d 

<Ialfj  otter,  and  feal  ikins,           .            -  30  o  d 


li.  3S80    o    0 

In  the  year  1733,  boats  went  out  from  HiUTwick  upon  the{ 
appearance- of  wreck,  and  different  quantities  of  wood  in  St.| 
Magnus's  Baj,  and  found  the  captain  of  the  fliip  and  cabin- 
boj  on  a  float  of  the  wood.  The  captain  reported  that  tbej 
Teflel  fplit  at  fea  two  days  before.  The  great^  part  of  tbe 
cargo  was  faved  and  brought  to  HilUwick,  and  fold  for  the  be*l 
koof  of  the  captain  *. 

After 

•  In  r74'»  *  ^•'f*  Dutch  veflel,  men  and  cargo,  were  loft  off  Uya,  the  K. 
fart  of  the  puifli,  and  moft  dangerous  part  of  o)ir  coaft.  Her  gum  ate  yet  U\ 
be  fecn.  In  1745,  another  large  ¥e0el  of  the  fame  nation  was  wrecited  on  tiicj 
fame  place.  The  men,  and  great  part  of  the  cargo  faved,  and  fold  for  the  be- 
hoof of  the  owners.  In  1783,  a  boat  went  from  Hillfwick  to  pilot  in  a  ytSt\, 
ieen  off  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  j  upon  boarding  her,  found  her  deferted,  vxi 
upon  endeavouring  to  fte^r  her,  all  fails  being  up,  found  the  helm  could  not  di- 
re A  her,  not  difcovering  tiiat  ihe  was  dragging  a  anchors.  Upon  the  boat  coimc| 
a-ihore,  and  giving  fuch  account,  feveral  boats  were  manned  and  fent  to  l;er. 
The  weather  being  ftormy,  a  high  fea,  and  a  dark  night,  the  men  in  the  boats 
could  not  board  hec,  and  in  the  morning  were  furprifed  to  find  her  at  anchor 
near  the  fhore.  Some  hours  after  which,  (he  parted  her  cables,  and  came  ashore 
on  a  fand ;  (he  was  loaden  with  logs  of  wood,  and  pot-aihes^  from  the  Baltic. 
Two  days  afterward,  flie  was  claimed  by  the  captain,  who,  with  tbe  crew,  had 
left  her  only  a  few  hours  before  the  fidl  boat  came  to  her.  Ship  and  whole  car|o 
were  fold  for  behoof  of  the  owners.  She  belonged  to  Waterford,  and  was  called 
the  Sea-Flow^cr.  Two  or  three  other  (loops  were  loft  on  this  coaft ;  but  owio;  to 
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After  confidering  the  above  accout,  can  it  be  doubted  that 
be  fituation  of  the  tenants  might  be  much  impr oved,.  by 
(ranting  leafes,  by  larger  farms^  hj  indulgence  and  aid  from 
he  proprietors  at  the  beginning,  to  enable  them  to  flock, 
heir  farms,  and  make  the  proper  improvements ;  by  a  full  af- 
urance  and  confidence  that  they  were  entirely  free  from  all 
vftraints  in  their  dealings  with  others,  when  they  paid  their 
andlord,  agreeable  to  contrad.  Is  it  not  alfo  obvious,  that 
f  3  or  4  ikilful  farmers,  and  as  many  fliepherds  from  Scot- 
land, were  fettled  conunodioufly  in  the  parifh,  that  the  far- 
ners  in  the  place  would  imitate  their  example  ?  For  it  can- 
lot  be  faid  that  they  are  wedded  to  their  own  pra&ices  and 
^ys;  fo  that  a  few  years  might  make  a  great  alteration  to  the 
better  in  their  circumftances.  It  is  clear  alfo,  that  the  te«- 
oants  poflfeiling  the  larger  farms,  and  (heep  paftures,  ihould  be 
tmployed  folely  in  that  way,  and  by  no  means  engaged  in  the 
Kihing.  I  have  heard  it  advanced  by  gentlemen  well  known 
in  the  ftate  and  fituation  of  this  pariih,  that  it  would  be  much 
fer  its  advantage,  if  one  fiih  was  not  caught  by  them  in  feven 
years.  However  that  be,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  it  would 
be  of  great  advantage  to  the  people  that  a  great  many  of  the 
tenants  were  confined  to  the  improvement  of  their  farms  *: 

though 

mifm^nagement,  more  than  to  weather,  or  any  otlier  misfortune.  Since  the 
year  1745,  there  have  been  30  fiihing  boats  loft  at  fea,  belonging  to  this  ptrilh» 
by  which  many  a  widow  and  fatherlcls  child  have  been  left  in  the  greateft  dif* 
trcfv 

*  That  employment  which  gives  the  readieft  relief  to  poor  people,  will  be 
l>ur(ued  before  that  which  is  more  profitable,  if  the  returns  be  at  a  more  diftant 
period.  As  there  Ihould  be  many  farmers  who  were  not  fiOicrs ;  fo  it  would  be 
alfo  of  advantage  that  every  mafter  of  a  fiflung-boat  was  not  a  farmer.  And,  a« 
it  i»  faid,  that  fuch  ihould  be  idle  the  haif  of  iheir  timc^  might  they  not  alfo  be 
employed  in  fpinniog  and  making  their  lines  and  herring  net&  ?  might  they  not 
'•>>>  be  carpenters,  tailors,  weavers,  among  them,  but  not  fo  as  to  prevent  their 
A'tention  to  the  fifhing.    The  making  of  coarfe  foap,  tanning  their  leather  on  a 

fmaU 
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though  the  tenants  in  a  lower  cltis  might  he  employed  h 
turns  in  farming  and  fifliing,  and  indeed  an  attempt  to  prercu 
it  altogether  would  he  fhiitlefs.  ! 

NUM 


ftniU  fcale,  is  the  place  affords  the  ncccffar^  materials,  would  Tie  of  benefit ;  i 
alfo,  the  makinf  of  fah  from  fea-waaer.  The  women  to  ko  employed  in  fp«fl 
•ing  coarfe  liiien  for  fails,  and  the  cftabliihmeBfc  of  an  wooUea  naimfiiAv* 
would  be  of  the  greateft  benefit.  In  ibort,  there  is,  perhaps,  (carccif  asij  par^fl 
whatever,  that  admits  of  more  improvements  for  the  benefit  and  comfort  of  t^ij 
people  than  this  parilh  of  Northmavcn. 
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NUMBER  XXVIII. 
PARISH   OF  TRAQ^UAIR. 

(County  of  Peebles,  Sykod   of  Lothian  and  Tweed- 

DALE,  PKESBYTERY  OF  PEEBLES.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr,  John  Walker. 


Name. 

THE  pariih  of  Traquair  coi^fts  of  the  old  pariifa  of  St. 
Bryde,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  parifli  of  KaiUie, 
which  was  fupprefied  as  far  hack  as  the  jear  1674,  and  part- 
ly joined  to  this  pariih,  and  Innerleithen.  The  water  of 
Qoair^  which  has  its  rife,  and  its  whcde  courfe  in  the  pariih, 
has  given  origin  to  the  name,  which,  until  the  aoqexed  part 
of  Kailzie  was  added,  lay  upon  the  flopping  fides  of  the  hills 
which  fupply  its  current :  and  as  the  valley  of  a  ftream  is 
called  its  fttath  in  Scotland,  it  is  eafy  from  Strathquair  to  de- 
dnce  Traqnair.  In  a  charter  granted  by  Robert,  Duke  of 
Albany,  in  feivours  of  William  Watfon,  fon  to  William  Wat- 
VoL,  XIL  3  A  fon 
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fon  of  Cranfton,  containing  a  grant  of  the  lands  of  Traquaifi 
Su:.  dated  at  Edinburgh,  anno  X409,  it  is  l^elt  Traquar. 

Extent^  Siiuatiom,  Surface^  Ifcn — The  greateft  length  of  the 
parilh  is  along  the  fouthem  bank  of  the  Tweed,  which  lies  in 
the  diredion  from  E.  to  W.  between  8  and  9  miles.  From 
the  Tweed  to  the  fource  of  Qoaxr  is  from  4  to  5  miles,  which 
is  its  greateft  breadth  in  the  diredion  from  N*  £.  to  S.  W. 
It  contains,  according  to  Armftrong,  who  made  a  farvey  of 
the  county  about  x6  years  ago,  17,290  acres,  about  ^oco  of 
"which  are  arable.  The  figure  is  very  irregular,  being  fre* 
quently  interfe&ed  by  the  parifh  of  Yarrow.  It  is  boimded 
on  the  N.  by  the  Tweed.  The  general  appearance  of  the  pa- 
rilh is  hHIy,  rocky,  and  mountainous.  Mipchmoor,  over 
which  th«  old  road  to  Selkirk  paiTes,  is  more  than  2000  feet 
above  the  fea,  and  Gumfcleugh,  and  fome  other  heights  in  the 
parilh  are  at  leaft  200  feet  above  Minchnboon  The  hills,  in 
general,  afford  excellent  pailure  for  ikeep.  The  foil  on  the 
low  grounds,  though  in  general  ihallow  and  ftony,  is  fertile  j 
and  on  Tweed  haughs  there  is  a  confiderable  depth  of  loam 
depofited  by  the  river  in  the  courfe  of  ages.  The  foath  fides 
of  the  hills  are  generally  green,  while  their  northern  expofure 
is  heathy,  and  of  a  darker  complexion.  There  are  no  volca- 
nic appearances  in  any  part  of  the  pariih,  thoogb  many  of  the 
neighbouring  mountains,  according  to  fome  theories,  may  be 
thought  to  fupport  fuch  an  opinion,  as  they  are  piked  or  co- 
nical. The  common  whin  rock,  a  finer  kind  approaching  to  the 
bafaltes,  a  coarfe  fort  of  granite,  and  a  confiderabFe  quantity 
of  ilate  are  the  only  kind  of  ftones  found  in  the  pariih.  The 
Hate  was  formerly  wrought  in  confiderable  quantity,  but  they 
have  of  late  rather  dug  at  the  top,  than  opened  the  qnarry 
properly,  and  on  that  account  the  flates  are  found  not  to  bear 
expofure  to  the  air  without  fhivering.    The  noble  fiunily  of 

Traquair 
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TraquAir  have  made  feveral  attempts  to  difcover  lead  minea, 
aod  have  found  quantiiiea  of  the  ore  of  that  metal«  though  not 
adequate  to  indemnify  the  expenfe  of  working,  and  have 
therefore  given  up  the  attempts  Not  long  liocef  a  f{)ecimea 
of  the  Galena  ore  was  found  in  one  of  the  Itreams  which  falls 
into  Quair  water. 

ClinuUc,  Difea/es* — The  air  is  drj  and  healthy,  though 
there  are  no  w«U  authenticated  inftances  of  longevity.  The 
lower  part  of  the  pariih  enjoys  a  mild  and  temperate  air, 
though  the  tops  of  the  hills  are  covered  with  fnow,  and  the 
attraftion  of  the  mountains  often  deluges  the  upper  part  with 
rain,  when  almoft  none  of  it  is  felt  in  the  vallies.  The  clouds 
are  often  feen  floating  in  the  air,  attraded  from  mountain  to 
mountain,  when  there  is  funfliine  below.  The  inhabitants 
generally  enjoy  good  health,  and  are  fubjeft  to  no  epidemic- 
cal  difeafes.  Rheumatifm  more  generally  prevails  than  any 
other  diforder,  which  is  generally  denominated  the  pains ;  the 
^caules  of  which,  perhaps,  are  the  poor  manner  of  living,  the 
badnefs  and  dampnefs  of  the  houfes,  the  fcarcity  and  dearth 
of  fuel,  and  an  attachment  to  fiihing  at  night  with  lights, 
which  is  principally  pradifed  early  in  the  fpring,  and  late  in 
the  autumn  feafons,  after  the  Tweed  is  flooded  with  rain.  In 
fummer  X/89,  the  fmall-pox,  which,  ibr  feveral  years,  had 
not  viiited  the  pariih,  prevailed  very  much,  and  cut  oS*  feve- 
ral children ;  but  though  there  was  a  great  prejudice  in  the 
minds  of  the  inhabitants  againft  inoculation,  many  of  them 
were  prevailed  upon  to  inoculate  their  children,  and  all  of 
them  did  well,  the  experience  of  which  has  gone  far  to  re* 
move  th^ir  former  prejudices. 

Fi/b,  BirdSf  fitc. — The  river  Tweed,  which  runs  along 
the  whole  N.  fide  of  the  parifh,   formerly  prodt^ced  a  great 

3  '^  ^  quantity 
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qutntitj  of  falmon^  which  are  now  but  Mdom  ctnghty  es* 
ceptiog  after  the  river  has  been  flooded :  it  is  probaUe,  there- 
fore, that  tlie  methods  emplojed  to  prevent  die  fi(h  from  get- 
ting np  the  river,  are  the  caufes  of  their  decreafe.  Gonfidet- 
able  quantities  of  trout  are  ciinght  in  Tweed  and  Qoair  wa- 
ter. What  is  called  the  fea-troot  is  more  freqnentlj  fbsnd 
in  the  Qnair ;  both  the  fea  and  bnm^trout  art  of  aa  excdkst 
quality.  Thej  are  principallj  diftingniihed  bj  the  ipriikeoe(s 
and  rednefs  of  the  filh.  The  trout  are  catight  from  the  be- 
ginning of  April  to  the  end  of  September ;  thej  are  chiefly 
taken  by  the  net,  which  deftroys  angling.  The  king's  fiflier 
has  been  frequently  feen  on  the  banks  of  the  Tweed.  Large 
flights  of  wild  geeiie  are  frequently  feen  paffing  firdtn  die  S.  to 
the  N.  in  the  harveft  feafon.  The  plover,  fieldfare,  woodcock, 
dotterel  and  cuckoo,  are  frequently  feen  in  their  feafim.  The 
largeft  kind  of  raven,  and  the  true  hunting  hawki  annually 
hatch  their  young  in  Glendean*s  banks.  The  fox  is  aUb  a 
conflant  inlubitant  of  them. 

Population. — ^According  to  Dr.  Web(ter*8  report^  the  num- 
ber of  fouls  in  1755  was  651.  From  the  befl  information, 
there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  the  pariflx,  about  40  years  ago^ 
was  double  in  population  to  what  it  is  at  prefent.  There  were 
then  a  confiderable  villages  in  it:  the  one  b  entirely  gone;  and 
a  few  draggling  honfes  arc  all  that  remain  of  the  other.  Farms 
uow  poflelted  by  one,  were  then  in  the  hands  of  a,  4,  and  e* 
vcn  6  farmers,  and  the  number  of  cottagers,  befides  the  inha- 
bitants of  thefe  villages,  greater.  The  number  of  pcrfoos 
from  10  years  old,  and  upward,  might  then  amount  to  400, 
when,  at  prefent,  there  are  not  above  239  ;  of  diefe  119  are 
females,  and  no  males.  The  whole  foub  in  die  parifh  at 
prefent  are  446:  Under  xo, — 118;  Under  ao, — 88;  48  of 
whom  are  males,.and  40  females ;  under  50, — 181 ;  under  70, 

— j9  y 
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— «39;  under  xoo,«~i9:  of  thefe  laft,  the  oldeft  is  89,  who 
eojojs  fnch  health  as  fometimes  to  walk  to  church,  though 
diftant  from  him  above  three  milea,  and  to  return  home  agaio' 
without  being  greatly  fatigued. 

Sbeep^  H^rfes  and  Cattle.  The  ftaple  commodity  of  the 
parilh  is  fiieep,  of  wh'ich  there  are  fnppofed  to  be  about  io,ooo« 
Large  diftrifts  are  occupied  by  one  farmer,  feveral  of  whom 
have  part  of  their  (beep,  walks  in  the  pariflt  of  Yarrow,  though 
their  houfes  are  all  in  the  pari(h  of  Traquair.  There  are  98 
horfes,  and  about  aoo  head  of  black  cattle.  The  value  of 
wool  has  greatly  increafed  within  thefe  few  years,  though 
they,  in  general,  have  their  farms  ftocked  with  Scottiih  black 
faced  flieepf  they  being  reckoned  better  adapted  than  any  o- 
ther  for  the  lands  in  the  parilh. 

Agricubure^  Heritors^  Tenants^  Wr.— The  whole  of  the 
plooglis  employed  by  the  farmers,  are  the  old  Scottifli  ploughs, 
excepting  twc^  which  are  of  an  improved  conftruAion :  but 
the  old  plough  is  fuppoled  to  anfwer  bed  ;  they  are  fopne- 
times  drawn  by  4  horfes,  generally  by  a.  When  %  horlcs  are 
employed,  they  are  4ireded  by  the  man  who  holds,  when 
there  are  4,  they  are  coodufied  by  a  boy.  It  is  impoi&ble  to 
afcertain  the  number  of  acres  employed  annually  in  tillage* 
The  principal  crops  in  the  pariih  are  oats  and  barley.  There . 
is  a  (mall  quantity  of  ground  fown  }n  wheat,  but  nothing  e- 
qaal  ao  the  confumption.  The  pariih  exports  confiderable  quan- 
tities both  of  oats  and  bariey.  It  is  believed  from  good  au- 
thority, that  thcdre  are  annually  exported  of  the  laft  mention- 
ed grain  500  boUs.  A  fmall  quantity  of  turnips  is  annually 
raifed,  which  anfwers  very  well  j  and  almoft  every  individual 
in  the  parifli  has  bis  crop  of  potatoes.    Either  turnips,  po<- 

tatoes. 
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tatocs,  or  peafe  (of  which  a  cotifiderable  qnantitj)  are  fowji 
as  a  preparation  for  a  fucceeding  barley  crop  *• 

The  iheep  laiicU»  and  the  ground  employed  in  tillage*  are« 
in  general,  occupied  by  the  fame  perfens.  One  who  has  no 
{heep»  but  employs  the  ground  he  rents  iblely  in  tillage,  pays 
for  Come  of  it  a  ^  s*  the  acre ;  but,  in  general,  the  arable 
ground  is  not  the  half  of  that  price,  nor  worth  it.  There  are 
5  heritors  in  the  pariih.  By  far  the  greateft  proportion  of  the 
lands  belong  to  the  Earl  of  Traquair,  who  formerly  refided  in 
it  at  Traquair  Houfe  \  but  the  whole  family,  for  feveral  years, 
have  been  on  the  Continent.  There  is  only  one  iifident  he* 
ritor  at  prefent.  The  greateft  part  of  the  pariih  is  poflefliBd 
by  10  farmers,  one  of  whom  pays  above  300 1.  a»year,  3  a- 
bove  a  col.,  5  above  100  U  There  is  a  number  of  fmaller 
tenants.  The  whole  inhabitants  of  the  pariih  are  employed 
in  agriculture,  except  the  few  following :  6  weavers,  5  joiners, 
I  Uackfmith  and  an  apprentice,  2  mafons,  i  ikinner,  and  an 
apprentice,  i  iboemaker  \  the  whole  of  whom  are  employed 
by  the  inhabitants,  except  the  ikinners,  who  export  their  dref- 
fed  ikins  to  Edinburgh.  There  are,  befides,  5  tailors,  who 
are  likewife  employed  by  the  inhabitants  f.    There  are  12 

Seceders, 

«  Oats  are  fown  from  the  beginning  of  march  01<!  Style,  to  the  end  of  April : 
larley  from  the  middlt  of  April  to  the  end  of  May :  Peafe  from  the  soth  of 
March  till  the  middle  of  April :  Wheat  from  the  middle  of  September  to  the 
middle  of  Oclober.  The  crops  arc  generally  cot  down  early  in  the  fcafoOf  the 
reflexion  from  the  hills  cauling  them  to  ripen  quicker  than  might  be  ezpeded. 
'  f  The  number  of  fcrvants  in  the  different  branches  of  huibandry  vary  ac- 
cording to  the  feafon  of  the  year.  Female  fervants  are  more  numerous  in  fum- 
mer  than  in  winter,  being  engaged  for  ewe-milking  and  harveft  woric  in  gene- 
ral, at  3 1,  and  from  z  I.  to  i  i.  xo  s.  in  winter.  A  male  feivant  at  6  L  Ost- 
herds  are  paid  by  the  free  grafs  to  a  certain  quantity  of  flicep,  or  the  ufual  wa- 
ges, 51  ftones  of  meal  and  a  cow's  grafs.  The  married  fervants,  of  which  there 
•re  a  great  many,  have,  in  general,  5  L  xo  s.,  their  proviiions  in  their  mafterS 
f^ily,  a  free  houfe  and  a  garden^  with  as  much  land  as  they  can  manure,  x» 

plaoc 
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Scceders,  moftly  of  the  AntiHbrgher  congregation,  and  3  Ro- 
man Catholics.  The  proportion  of  the  anhual  births  to  the 
whole  population,  is  as  i  to  17  ;  the  annual  deaths  as  i  to 
38,  and  a  fmall  fraftion.  Each  marriage,  at  an  average,  pro- 
duces from  5  to  6  children.  There  are  from  3  to  4  marria- 
ges annually.  The  union  of  farms  is  to  be  confidered  as  the 
great  caufe  of  depopulation  in  this  parifh.  And  the  abfence 
of  the  noble  family  who  formerly  cqnftantly  redded  in  it,  and 
mnft  have  given  employment  to  a  variety  of  labourers^  muft 
Tike  wife  have  greatly  contributed. 

Stipend^  Churchy  Manfc,  Poor^  &c. — The  value  of  the 
living,  including  the  glebe,  is  about  7 81.  Sterling.  The  mo- 
ftied  ftipend  is  54 1.  i6s.  11  d.,  and  16  bolls  of  oatmeal,  and 
8  bolls  of  bear.  The  glebe  contains  about  11  Scots  acres, 
which,  together,  make  the  fum  above  fpecified.  The  King, 
in  right  of  the  Archbilhop  of  Glafgow,  is  patron  of  the  old 
parilh  of  St.  Bryde.  The  Earl  of  Traquair  was  patron  of 
the  fupprefled  parilh  of  Kailzie ;  but  that  family  being  Ca- 
tholic, could  claim  no  right  in  the  fettlement  of  Traquair. 
The  church  was  rebuilt  about  9  years  ago.  The  heritors,  is 
fpring  1790,  very  liberally  contributed  for  rebuilding  the 
manfe  for  the  prefent  incumbent,  which  is  not  as  yet  finiflted, 
and  they  are  Ukewife  to  rebuild  part  of  the  ofEces,  which, 
when  completed,  will  render  the  minifler's  accommodation 
very  comfortable.^There  are,  at  prefent,  10  perfons  receiv- 
ing alms,  who  are  all,  excepting  one,  who,  it  is  faid,  has 
been  bedfaft  upwards  of  23  years,  able  to  do  a  good  deal  to- 
wards their  own  maintenance.  Thefe  10  perfons  are  upon 
the  feffion's  roUj  and  the  annual  amount  of  money  for  their 

relief, 

plant  potatoes,  or  fow  barley  .upon.  The  male  fervaats  are  more  numerous  in 
winter  than  in  fummer.  The  married  fervants,  bclidcs  their  former  emoluments 
have  their  fuel  brought  home  by  their. matters. 
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relief,  is  23  L,  arifing  from  modified  monej,  a  voIaiUary  a£. 
feflment  of  themfelves  by  the  heritors  of  61.,  and  the  collec- 
tions at  the  church.  The  beginning  of  the  mortified  monej 
belonging  to  the  poor  of  the  parifli,  was  a  donation  of  1500 
merks  left  by  a  Mr.  Gerome  M'Call,  minifter  or  psribn  of 
the  parifh  before  the  Revolution,  to  which  300  merks  bj  Mr. 
Alexander  Veitch  of  Glen,  one  of  the  heritors  of  the  pariih; 
and  xool.  Scots  by  Mr.  Thomas  Moffat  merchant  in  Peebles, 
were  foon  after  added.  The  money  now  belonging  to  the 
poor,  amounts  to  107 1.,  laid  out  at  4  per  cent,  intereft.  Be- 
fides  this  fum,  Alexander  Brodie,  £fq.  who  was  bom  in  the 
parilh,  now  living  in  Carey  Street,  Londop,  has  fince  1782, 
fent,  at  different  times,  the  fum  of  6jl.  165.  to  be  diftributed 
among,  both  fuch  as  are  upon  the  feifion's  roll,  and  to  poor 
houfeholders.  This  gentleman's  liberality,  both  does  honour 
to  himfelf,  to  the  place  of  hLi  m^vity,  and  to  human  os- 
ture  :  and  are  the  heft  evidences  to  mankind  that  he  merits 
that  affluence  which  his  genius  and  induftry  have  acquired. 
Mr.  Brodie's  liberality,  added  to  the  fum  above  mentiooed, 
makes  the  fituation  of  the  poor  very  comfortable. 

ilfora/r.-^ Within  leis  tlian  30  years,  the  people  of  the 
parifli  have  changed  their  charader  very  much  to  the  better. 
They  were  then  much  addided  to  drinking  to  excels.  There 
were  at  that  time  more  than  6  alehoufes  ;  at  prefeat  there  is 
only  one  public  houfe,  which  is  feldom,  if  at  all  frequented, 
but  by  thofe  who  are  tranfading  bufinefs,  or  by  travellen, 
and  is  on  thefe  accounts  neceffary.  They  are  now  fober,  and 
induftrious,  and  are  generous,  and  hunuMie,  when  called  to 
the  exertion  of  thefe  qualities,  as  was  evidenced  both  in  the 
dearth  of  1782,  and  fince,  to  a  poor  widow,  who  was  left 
with  6  children.  They  enjoy,  in  a  confiderable  degree,  the 
comforts  and  advantages  of  civilized  life.     Even  the  .pooreft 
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in  the  pftriihy  are,  bj  the  generofity  of  Mr.  Brodie,  former* 
ly  mentioned,  fumiflied  with  the  means  of  having  their  chiU 
dren  properlj  educated,  who  has,  for  a  confiderable  time  paft^ 
fent  annually  to  the  fchoolmafter  5L  5s.  for  educating  the 
poor  children  in  the  pariih  ;  which}  ^3  it  fumiihes  the  means 
of  inftrudion  to  fuch  as  might  either  be  deprived  of  it,  or 
who  might  enjoj  it  in  a  more  fparing  manner,  is  a  very  con- 
fiderable advantage,  and  muft  redound  to  the  honour  of  the 
liberal  contributor.  No  inftances  are  known  of  any  being 
baniihed  from  the  pariih,  nor  of  any  who  have  left  it  for  mif- 
conduft  of  any  kind.  There  is  not  one  of  them  but  what  is 
a  native  of  Scotland. 

SchooL- — ^At  an  average,  there  are  30  fcholars  who  may  be 
^anght  englifli,  writing,  arithmetic,  and  book-keeping.  The 
teacher  can  alfo  teach  menfuration.  The  greateft  number  of 
hia  Scholars,  are  fuch  as  are  leami9g  engliih.  For  a  country 
fchoohnafler,  he  has  an  exceeding  good  hand  of  writing, 
and  teaches  both  arithmetic  and  book-keeping  very  well, ; 
though  few  of  his  fcholars  are  able  to  attend  fo  long  as  to 
fed  much  benefit  by  his  accomplifliments.  The  emoluments 
of  his  office  are  very  fcanty,  and  no  way  adequate  to  his  ufe- 
fulnefs,  which,  though  no  partial  evil  to  that  race  of  men, 
renders  it  the  more  to  be  regretted.  He  receives  61.  from  the 
heritors,  5I.  5  s.  from  Mr.  Brodie  ;  the  fees  arifing  from  the 
office  of  feffion-clerk,  annually  may  amount  to  il.  10  s« 
He  has  likewife  a  free  houfe  and  garden.  As  a  confiderable 
number  of  his  fcholars  are  upon  the  charity,  the  fchool- 
tvages  are  no  great  matter,  being  but  a  perfeft  trifle  aM]uar- 
ter.  As  a  precentor,  he  is  very  well  qualified  for  his  office. 
His  whole  emoluments  can  hardly  exceed  20 1.,  and  with  that, 
by  great  economy,  he  fupports  decently,  a  wife  and  5  fmaH 
children. 

Vol.  XII.  3  B  jlntiquities 
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Afttifuiiui  ami  Natural  Curiqfiiui. -^Tht  huih  ab^on  Tx%m 
quftir,  which  in  former  times  might  be  a  coofideraUe  thicket 
of  birch-trees,  the  indigenes  of  the  foili  is  now  reduced  to  5 
lonely  trees,  which  iolitarilj  point  oat  the  fpot,  where  love, 
and  its  attendant  poetry,  pnce  probably  had  their  origin. 
Part  of  the  bou£e  of  Tjaqaair  is  of  very  remote  antiquity, 
was  built  on  the  bank  pi  the  Tweed,  eafily  deieniible  from 
that  fide,  and  might  poffibly,  in  the  days  of  hodilify,  be  pro- 
perly  guarded  on  the  o^er.  It  was  in  th^  form  of  a  tower. 
There  hare  been  Several  other  tower  houfes  in  the  parilh,  one 
of  which  is  ftill  almoft  entire  at  Cardrona.  The  tradition 
of  the  country  is,  that  there  was  a  continued  chain  of  theft; 
houfes  fo  fituated  on  both  fides  of  the  Tweed,  as  by  lights 
placed  in  them,  intimation  might  be  giren  (rom  one  to  an- 
other of  the  approach  of  any  foe.  There  are  £everal  places 
denominated  Chefters,  where  there  are  evident  ni^rks  fiill 
remaining  of  lines  of  circumvaUatiqn,  moftly  circular  in  their 
form,  which  fe^m  rattier  places  intended  for  a  fecurityto 
their  cattle  a^ainft  (udden  inpurfions,  tbfm  regular  eacamp. 
ments.  Tradition  dignifies  them  by  the'4enomination  of  Ro- 
man camps.  They  are  all  conftrufted  upon  the  top  of  emin* 
ences  not  eafily  afiailable,  and  every  ps^rticular  diflri^  has  it^ 
own.  Their  frequency  is  perhaps  the  heft  indication  of  their 
ufe.  Glendean's  banks  are  remarkable  for  their  extent  and 
precipitous  elevation.  They  are  more  than  half  a  mile  in 
length,  and  fi'om  aoo  to  3C0  feet  in  height,  and  are  truly  a 
tremendous  chafm,  as  denominated  by  a  certain  author. 

Names  of  Places.— -^^^it^  Cardrona,  Glen,  Fethen,  Glen- 
}ude,  Fingland,  Tenid,  Bold,  and  Quair,  are  probably  de- 
rived from  a  Celtic  origin.  Griefton,  Know,  and  Scrogbank, 
^.  are  not  of  fo  remote  derivation.  Griefton  abounds  with 
llates,  and  has  given  origin  to  the  name,  expreflive  of  th^ 

^jour 
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coloiir  of  tbat  ftone.  Know  is  borrowed  from  its  fituatipn^ 
bein^  on  a  fmall  elevation  above  the '  courfe  of  Quair ;  and 
the  name  of  Scrogbank  is  borrowed  from  the  farms,  being 
psutlj  covered  with  juniper  buihes,  and  other  brufh-woodi 
which,  in  the  old  dialed:  of  the  country^  received  the  general 
denomination  of  fcrogs.  Though  manj  of  the  places  ftill 
retain  their  Celtic  names,  the  language  has  been  for  manj 
hundred  jears,  perhaps,  loft.  The  inhabitants,  in  general^ 
fpeak  the  dd  Scottiih  dialeft. 

State  of  the  Poor  in  1782  and  1783. — ^During  this  period 
of  public  calamity,  the  poor  of  the  pariih  were  liberally  af- 
fifted.  Such  as  wer^  upon  the  poor's  roll,  received  their 
ufual  monthly  allowance ;  befides  which,  accordixig  to  their 
neceffity,  they  were  ferved  with  a  proportionable  quantity  of 
meal,  partly  at  the  expenfe  of  the  heritors,  tenants,  and  kirk- 
feilion,  and  partly  at  the  reduced  price  of  2 2d.  the  ftone  *• 

Advantages  and  Dif advantages. — ^The  diftance  from  coals, 
is  a  difad vantage  under  which  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants 
labour,  and  the  ill  repair  in  which  the  public  roads  are  kept, 
makes  the  difadvantage  the  greater.  The  pariih  is  equally 
diftant  froHi  lime ;  fo  that  both  comfortable  accommodation  in 
the  inclemency  of  winter,  and  the  improvements  of  agricul^ 
turc,  would  be  greatly  benefited  by  a  proper  attention  being 
paid  to  them.  It  is  believed,  that  the  ftatute-work  not  ex-i 
aded  in  kind,  as  was  formerly  the  cafe,  but  demanded  in 
inoney,  would  be  fufficient  to  make  proi>er  roads  through  the 

3  B  2  pariih, 

*  The  monej  laid  out  in  the  parifli  for  relief  to  the  poor  in  that  period  of 
fcu-city,  belides  the  ordinary  contributions,  was  upwards  of  40 1.  The  pariih 
adopted  their  plan  of  procedure  at  that  time,  froas  the  method  ufed  during  the 
fcarcitjr  of  the  year  X740.  Since  the  years  1782  and  lySj,  the  felEan's  contii* 
butions  are  more  than  doubled. 
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parilfa,  though  a  tolUbar  haa  beea  erefted  without  anj  vifiUe 
advantage  within  the  pariih  *. 


NUM. 


*  It  is  faid,  that  the  road  between  Edinbui^li  and  Carltfle,  would  be  (hort- 
encd  about  27  miles,  was  it  to  pafi  through  the  pariih ;  and  report  likewife 
adds,  that  a  public  fpiritcd  gentleman  has  offered  to  contribute  one  half  to- 
wards building  a  bridge  over  the  Tweed,  which,  if  it  were  carried  into  ezr« 
cutioo,  would  be  a  confiderable  advantage  to  the  whole  pariih  and  neighbour- 
hood, as,  in  place  of  going  more  than  ao  miles  for  coal  and  lime,  it  would  bring 
thefe  neceflary  articles  within  lefs  than  14  milts  of  the  pariih,  and  betides  open- 
iog  the  intercoorie  between  Bngland  and  Scotland,  produce  many  other  fahi- 
tary  advantages.  The  road^  fo  £ar  as  the  line  of  disodlioB  is  kaewn  to  me^  is 
perfedUy  pra^cable. 
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NUMBER    XXIX. 


PARISH  ar  NAIRN. 


(CouKTT  or  NairKi  Stkob  of  Morat,  Presbytery  or 
Nairn.) 


By  the  Revm  Mr.  John  Morrison. 


Name,  Extent,  Soiif  and  Appear mnce. 

THE  parifli  of  Nairn  derives  its  name  from  the  river 
which  runs  through  it,  called  in  Gaelic,  **  Uifge 
Ncame,"  or  Water  of  Alders,  from  the  great  quantity  of 
trees  and  flirubs  of  that  fpecies  of  wood  wlych  grows  upon 
its  banks.  Some  are  of  opinion  that  Invernearne  implies  the 
influx  of  the  weftern,  as  Inverear,  or  Findhom,  does  that  of 
the  eaflem  river  into  the  fea.  From  £•  to  W.  it  meafures 
6  miles,  and  from  N.  to  S*  upwards  of  &•  The  figure  fome- 
what  refembles  the  letter  X.  In  the  environs  of  the  town^ 
and  along  the  coaft  bj  Delnies,  as  alfo  about  Kildrumie,  the 
foil  is  light  and  fandj.  On  the  river  fide,  faud  mixed  with 
a  kind  o£  laoxtar  or  cUj^    The  S.  fide  of  the  pariA  is  rather 

of 
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of  a  rich  and  heavj  mould.  On  the  N«  fide  of  the  river; 
the  ground  is  flat  and  level ;  and  on  the  S.  it  rifes  with  a 
gradual  afcent^  terminating  at  one  comer  of  the  pariih  in  the 
hill  of  Urchanjy  the  onlj  eminence  in  me  parifh  deferring 
the  name  of  a  hill. 

Town.— The  town  is  a  rojal  bnr^.  In  tonjunftion  with 
Invemefsy  Forres,  and  Fortrofe,  it  returns  a  member  to  ferre 
in  parliament.  At  what  period  it  was  ereded  into  a  rojal 
burghy  is  uncertain  *•  The  immunitiaa  of  Nairn  origiimlij 
appear  to  have  been  very  extenfive ;  however,  in  the  laagit 
of  time,  thefe  have  beeo  greatly  leflened ;  fo  that  the  €»m« 
mon  good  now  confifts  only  of  a  few  moors,  which  of  late 
have  been  let  on  various  leaf^Ai;  add  wfiich,'  in  pxx>ce{s  of 
time,  will  be  of  confiderable  advantage  to  the  community* 
There  are  likewife  fome  lands,  befides  the  burgage  lands, 
which  pay  eques  and  feu-duties  to  the  town ;  therefore,  though 
the  public  revenue  be  now  but  Imall,  yet  it  is  increafing,  and 
in  a  few  years  will  be  confiderable.  The  town  originally, 
being  fituated  in  a  different  plate,  probably^  ftom  where  ic 
now  flands,  was  defended  by  a  caftle.  As  far  back  sis  the 
time  of  King  Malcolm  the  Firft,  Buchanan  informs  us  that 
this  eaflle  was  taken  by  the  Danes,  and  that  by  them,  the 
cttfiodes  or  keepers  thereof  were  cruelly  ufed.  Since  that  pe- 
riod, 

*  The  firft  charter,  of  which  anj  copy  is  extant,  was  obtained  from  James 
the  Sixth  of  Scotland,  in  the  year  1589^  being  the  renewal  of  one  granted  by 
Alexander,  perhaps  the  firft  of  that  hame  who  fwayed  the  Scotch  fceptre,  w  it 
is  only  faid  to  have  been  granted  by  Alexander.  There  is  alfo  another  charter 
by  Charles  the  Secopd,  in  confirmation  of  the  abovefflentioBed  one,  dated  i6tf/. 
The  towo-council  confifts  of  17  membcn,  vix.  the  provoft,  3  bailies,  dean  of 
guild,  and  treafurer,  with  1 1  counfellors,  9  of  which  make  a  quorum.  The 
3  bailies,  the  dean  of  guild,  and  treafurer,  in  confequence  of  a  Ute  decifion 
of  the  Hottfc  of  Peen»  muft  be  rcfident.  The  whole  tradea  auiltt  bat  one  cor. 
poration. 
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;tdd,  however,  the  fea  has  made  great  encroachments,  and 
the  ^ourfe  of  the  river  is  greatlj  altered.  Where  the  caftle 
then  lloody  is  entirely  covered  with  wat^r,  and  the  river  which 
then  ran  hard  bj  the  caftle,  now  flpws  into  the  Moray  Frith 
pearly  half  an  Engliih  mile  to  the  £.  of  that  plape.  Never- 
thelefs,  there  are  fqme  perfpn^  ftill  aliye,  ii^hq  at  ftream  or 
fpring  tides,  remember  to  have  jTeei)  fomp  veftig^s  pf  the  foun- 
dation of  th^  anpent  caftle  *t 

jigrkulturt^  Heritors f  Rents^  &q» — Improvements  in  huf- 
bandry  ztp  here  as  yet  very  little  known.  The  fowing  of 
clover  ^d  ^ye-gra|s  feeds,  though  introduced  many  years 
ago,  yet  for  want  of  enclofur^s,  turns  out  to  little  account. 
The  field  around  the  town,  comprehending  fomething  more 
than  400  acres,  is  fo  ren^arkably  pleafant;,  that  perhaps 
there  is  nothing  like  it  ip  the  north  of  Scotland.  The  lands 
of  which  this  field  is  compofed,  and  which  ai:e  all  contiguous, 
were  fprmerly  n|nridge,  or  acre  and  apre  alternately ;  but 
owing  to  an  e^cambion  which  took  place  aboyt  4  years  ago, 
the  different  proprietors  will  now  have  it  in  their  power,  if 
(hey  pleafe,  to  endofe  their  lands,  which  heretofore,  conve^ 
niently,  they  could  not  have  done.  The  grounds  of  2  or  3 
of  the  proprietors  are  now  endofed  with  ftone  and  feal  fences 
or  funk  fences  j  and  i  has  fubdivided  part  of  his  lands  in  the 
neighbourhood.     The  ordinary  crops^  raifed  about  the  town, 

•  In  the  town  there  are  i  very  good  inns,  copimo4ioH(ly  lotted  up,  gnd  well 
Icept.  The  one  is  of  a  long  fUnding,  and  the  other,  which  is  a  very  large 
boufe,  was  lately  built  by  Mr.  Davidfon  of  Gantray,  at  his  own  erpenfe ;  fo 
that  perfons  travelling  through  this  country,  nuy,  at  this  ftage,  expe^  to  be 
well  accommodated.  There  are,  be6des  thefe  inns,  fo  many  alehoufes  and 
whifliy  Ihops  in  the  town,  that  to  mention  the  number,  might,  to  ftrangen, 
perhaps  appear  incredible.  It  were  fincerely  to  be  wiihed,  that  thefe  tippling 
boaies  were  entirely  aboliihed,  as  they  are  a  native  io  any  place,  and  highly 
dlcu'iiaental  to  the  health  and  morals  of  the  people. 
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and  throQghont  the  ptriffa,  are  barlejTt  oats,  and  petfe ;  po- 
tatoes  in  great  quantities  are  likewife  reared*  Tbefe  laft  men- 
tioned,  make  up  the  food  of  the  common  peo|^  fer  nearlj 
two-thirds  of  the  jear.  In  the  neighbourhood  erf*  the  towi}, 
oats  are  a  very  unprofitable  crop,  feldom  jielding  the  third 
feed  in  return.  In  the  parifh  there  are  about  50  farmers. 
The  farms  fmall;  few  of  them  exceeding  191.,  and  oalj  a  a* 
mounting  to  about  50!.  Sterling  a-jear.  In  this  parHh  are 
10  heritors  and  i  wadfetter.  4  of  the  heritors  onlj  refide. 
The  valued  rent  of  the  parifh,  as  taken  firom  the  ce&-books 
of  the  countjy  amounts  to  1106I.  8s.  Scotch  monej,  exdn- 
five  of  the  burgage  lands,  which  maj  be  nearly  half  as  much. 
The  prefent  real  rent,  is  about  13001.  Sterling,  befides  about 
200  bolls  of  vidual.  The  rent  of  lauds  has  rifen  grcatlj  of 
late  jears,  both  in  the  town  and  country  difbifts  of  die  pa- 
Tiih.  In  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  town,  the  acre  lets  at 
35  s.,  a  little  forther  diftant,  at  from  z8s.  to  30  s.,  and  ia 
the  country  from  5  s.  to  acs.  the  acre.  Of  old,  the  greateft 
part  of  the  rent  was  paid  in  vidual ;  but  now  it  is  moftly  all 
converted  into  money.  Few  cuftoms  or  carriages  are  exad- 
ed.  And  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  every  remain  of  feudal  fer- 
vitude  will  foon  be  entirely  aboKlhedt 

EctUJiaflical  Stafe^  Schools,  Poor— Nairn  originally  was  a 
menfal  church  attached  to  the  Deanry  of  Auldearn.  The 
prefent  kirk,  manfe,  and  offices,  had  a  partial  repair  1789,' 
and  are  jufl  now  in  a  tolerable  ftate.  The  ftipend  is  5  chal«' 
ders  of  viftual,  and  ^^\.  of  money,  exclufive  of  the  fum  al- 
lowed for  communion  elements,  which  is  only  5L  ;  fo  that  at 
the  ordinary  converfion,  the  ftipend  does  not  exceed  67 1.  Ster-j 
ling.  Brodie  of  firodie  is  patron.^The  grammar  fchool  \% 
and  has  been  in  a  very  flourifhing  condition  for  many  yeaii 
back.     The  prefent  incumbent^  who  is  extremely  attentive 

ao 
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ftiid  affiduoQs^  has  beea  remarkably  faccefsful  in  his  Une. 
The  number  of  fcholars  is  feldom  below  8e,  and  often  ex- 
ceeds 100*  Gentlemem  from  all  quarters  of  the  countrj,  and 
fome  from  England,  fend  their  children  to  be  educated  here. 
Ercry  branch  of  education,  which  now  make?  fuch  a  noife  in  - 
the  academies,  is  taught  at  Nairn,  in  perfedion.  Several  fcho- 
lars are  annually- fent  to  fome  one  or  other  of  the  univerfities  ; 
and  many  gendemen  who  iiow  make  a  figure  ia  diftant  parts 
of  the  world,  and  not  a  few  who  are  an  ornament  to  their 
country  at  home,  iu  the  learned  profeffions,  received  their  edu- 
cation at  Nairn  within  thefe  25  years  from  the  prefent  teach- 
er. The  ialary  is  only  a  chalder  of  viftual ;  and  even  that 
paid  in  pecks  and  lippies  by  the  tenants  *• — The  poor  are  ex- 
tremely numerous,  and  many  of  them  very  indigent  indeed. 
The  roll  contains  upwards  of  150  names  ;  and  therefore,  any 
relief  diey  can  receive,  muft  be  but  very  inconfiderable. 
The  funds  for  their  fupport,  ariie  from  the  church  coUeftions 
•on  the  Sabbath  days,  a  fmall  mortification,  and  the  intereil 
of  fome  money  laid  up  by  the  feffion  in  good  years  for  the 
iiehoof  of  the  poor.  A  public  diftribution  is  only  made  once 
a-year  ;  but  they  who  are  greatly  reduced,  and  very  needy^ 
receive  occafional  fupplies.  None,  even  in  1783,  dietf  for 
want.  Independent  of  the  viftual  bellowed  by  Government, 
the  fei&on  advanced  a  confiderable  fum  for  the  wants  of  the 
neceifitous.  The  weekly  coUe&ions  are  but  trifling,  feldom 
exceeding  3s.  Sterling  of  good  copper.  Many  of  thofe  who 
Vol.  XIL  3  G  receive 

*  What  a  pity,  that  men  of  abillt^s  and  chara^er,  who  dedicate  their  time 
and  labours  to  the  improvement  of  youth,  (hould  be  fo  poorly  rewarded,  as  the 
generality  of  the  fchoeimafters  of  Scotland  arc !  It  is  truly  melancholy  to 
think,  that  grooms  and  footmen  fliovld  receiye  fuch  extravagant  wages,  whilft 
a  body  of  mep,  on  whofe  labours  the  welfare  of  fociety  doth  fd  much  depend, 
fiiould,  in  a  manner,  be  negledted  and  overlooked.  There  is  aifo  in  the  town 
f-  f'jhoo!  for  girls,  with  a  houfc  for  ths  miflrcfs  and  icl.  of  fahry. 
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receive  fome  affiftance  at  the  annual  diftribution,  work  aHb 
for  their  own  livelihood.  The  heritors  never  have  been  af- 
iefled  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor. 

Po/«£i/ioff..«.According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report,  the  num- 
ber of  fouls  in  X755»  was  1698.  From,  an  accurate  lift  taken  of 
the  catechifeaUe  perfons  in  this  parifli,  in  the  years  1789  and 
1790,  by  the  prefent  incumbent,  from  7  years  old  and  up- 
wards, the  total  number  amounts  to  1780.  But  as  there  are 
feveral  families  of  Antiburgher  Seceders  in  the  pariib,  and 
fome  of  the  Epifcopal  perfuafion,  whom,  the  minifter  at  that 
vifitation  did  not  fee,  the  number  of  catechifeable  perfons,  at 
the  loweft  computation,  exclufive  of  the  fcholars  at  the  gram- 
mar  fcbool,  cannot  be  below  2000  ;  fo  that  eftimating  \  be- 
low 7  years  of  age,  the  number  of  fouls  in  town  and  pariih 
IS,  at  leaft,  ,1400.  From  the  foregoing  lift,  it  appears,  that 
in  the  town  there  are  fome  what  more  than  xioo,  and  in  the 
country  part  of  the  pariih,  fomewhat  lefs  than  1300  fouls.  It 
is  faid,  that  about  40  years  ago,  there  were  only  600  inha^ 
bitants  in  the  town  \  fo  that  the  increafe  is  very  confiderablc. 
Some  time  ago,  there  were  2  Antiburgher  clergymen  in  this 
paril^ :  One  of  them  is  now  fettled  in  Perthlhire.  Seceffion, 
in  this  country,  is  not  gaining  ground.  The  proportion  of 
males  to  females,  is  nearly  as  30  to  27. 

Abstract  of  BxaTps  and  MARRiAOZsybr  i^  years  pqft. 


BiKTBS. 

Makkiaccs. 

Miles. 

Ftmalet. 

Total. 

1780 

*4 

24 

48 

aj 

1781 

38 

31 

69 

18 

178a 

38 

as 

6x 

«7 

»783 

30 

»9 

49 

«7 

BntTES. 
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filRTBf. 

MakriaoiS. 

Malt:. 

Females. 

Tata/. 

1784 

a? 

18 

45 

14 

1785 

44 

ao 

44 

»7 

1786 

30 

39 

69 

«5 

1787 

ap 

aa 

51 

xa 

Z788 

»3 

36 

59 

z8 

1789 

az 

ay 

48 

31 

1790 

3a 

30 

6a 

14 

I79J 

30 

33 

63 

»3 

179» 

aa 

a3 

45 

z6 

Totals, 

368 

345 

713 

a27 

Average  of  births  nearly  55,  and  of  marriages  I7f . 

Abstract  of  Births  and  Marriages  /or  5  years  previous 

to  iTSS^ 


BikTHS. 

MAXItA« 

Malet.        Temala. 

X7$o 

a8           16 

7 

i75« 

19               IJ 

za 

»75» 

3a            a9 

az 

»753 

aa           35 

ax 

»754 

a8            a4 

a4 

Z39          IZ9 

za9 

Totals,     '348 

85 

Annually,  there  are  perhaps  from  6  to  10  children  of  fe« 
ceding  parents,  whofe  names  are  not  ioferted  in  the  fefGon 
rtoocds*    No  regifter  of  deaths.    In  the  town,  there  are  a- 

3  C  a  bout 
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bout  16  merchant  (hops ;  oaly  about  6  or  8  any  thing 

fiderable. 


^ifl^i^g^*  Boats,  ^c, — The  falmoo  Mhing  on  the  water  of 
Nairn  is  the  property  of  Lofd  Fiodlater^  and  of  Mr.  Davidibn 
cf  Can  tray;  and  alfo  a  ftell  IMhing  at  the  month  of  the  riTer. 
Thefe  fiftitngs  are  let  to  tacklmen  (36 1.  each),  two  in  nnm- 
her,  who  drag  or  draw  the  river  and  ftell  fiihinga  akemately, 
or  day  about.  James  Brodie,  Efq.  of  Brodie,  has  a  ftell  fiA- 
ing  on  the  £•  fide  of  the  river  mouth.  The  greateft  put  of 
the  falmon  caught  in  this  parilh  is  earried  to  Kndhoro,  and 
fold  there  to  a  company  of  merchants  from  Aberdeen,  who 
cure  and  export  it  either  to  the  London  or  a  foreign  matket. 
There  are  6  fiflung  boats  in  the  town*  and  a  in  the  omntry 
part  of  the  pariih,  in  each  of  which  about  7  men  are  employ- 
cd.  Formerly  there  wete  from  xo  to  ta  btatf  s  but  mi  a6* 
count  of  greater  encourageipanti  feveral  of  the  filhernAen,  par« 
ticularly  young  lads,  have  removed  to  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom-.  Haddocks,  ikate,  cod,  flounders,  and  fome  ling,. 
&6.  are  caught  in  the  Murray  Frith.  Some  herrings  are  like- 
wife,  in  the  feafon,  found  on  the  coaft  ;  but  for  this  laft  fpe- 
cies  of  filh,  the  fifhermen  muft  frequently  go  as  far  to  the  W. 
as  the  Ferry  of  Keffock,  and  even  to  Beauty.  In  this  Frith, 
fiih  of  all  kinds  are  much  fcarcer  fince  1)82 ;  previous  to 
that  year,  tl^ey  were  caught  in  abundance,  juft  oppofite 
to  the  toy^n,  but  fince  that  period^  the  feamen  are  fome- 
times  obliged  to  go  to  the  coafta  of  Sutherland,  and  Caithnefs 
for  them  *• 

Roadr 

•  Prices  if  Prci/ifienSf  Labour,  bV.— Within  thefe  30  years  buck,  the  price, 
of  provifions  has  rifen  almoft  bc}  ohd  belief.  Moft  articies  arc  trfpled  in  value, 
many  qcadrupicd,  iknd  Mie  hf  exceed  that  proportion.  NuttMi,  hfi,  and 
poik,  whick^  at  the  fpreatnti^ned  periods  ff Idon  drew  9^^  Umui  t  psavf  a 
,  pounds 
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Roads  and  Bridges.^^ht  great  xnilitarj  road  leading  from 

Forres  to  Fort-George,  is  in  very  good  repair.     The  Highland 

road  from  Nairn  to  the  Bridge  of  Dulfie  is  Iremarkably  bad. 

Statute  labour  is  not  commuted,  and  therefore  cannot  be  fup^ 

pofed  to  be  fo  weU  executed*    The  only  bridge  in  the  paridi 

worth  mentioning,  is  that  of  Nsarn. .   It  was  built  in  the  year 

1 63 1  or  1 63 2 1  as  appears  from  an  infcription  onaftonieoC 

the  bridge,   now  fallen  into   the   riyer.     The  infcription  is, 

'*  GoUdmus  Rofe  de  Clava.''    The  motto,  ''  Non  eft  lalos, 

nifi  in  Chriao.?'     •'  Srit  Deo  Gloria."    In  the  year  1789^ 

nearly  one  half  of  the  bridge  was  carried  (^  by  a  flood  or 

fpeat  in  the  riyen    In  that  fitaatioa  it  continues  to  this  day  ^ 

and  were  it  not  owing  to  the  attention  of  the  magiftrales  and 

council,  who  haye  made  a  temporary  repair  with  timber,  oa 

many  occaficMis,  the  river  would  be  impaflaUe*     It  is  exceed- 

ingly  firangf ,  that  an  affair  of  fuch  public  utility  fiiould  bare 

been  fo  long  neglefied  and  oyjexlooked ;  for  furely  it  is  well 

known  to  every  traveller,   that  a  bridge  over  the  water  of 

Naira  is  much  more  neceflary  than  either  over  the  Spey  or 

the  Findhomi  becaufe  the  two  laft  mentioned  rivera  have  efta« 

billed  paflagC'-boats*    It  b  therefore  eameftly  to  be  boped^ 

that  Government  will  {ooa  take  a  grievance  of  fuch  public 

notoriety 


pound,  now  fell  at  an  ayprage  from  3  d.  104  d.  the  pcAind.  TiStk^  even  25  yean 
a|^,  coold  b«  htd  commonly  at  3  d.  tlie  fcore  of  hacldocks,  26  to  tfae  feore,  now 
they  cMnmOnly  fetch  fiOQi  >S  d.  to  2 1.  and  fometimcs  1  s.  6d.  a  fcore.  Hei» 
fell  at  6  d«  and  7  d*  each ;  docks  ditto ;  and  fo  on.  Men  (ervants  hired  during 
the  year,  receive  from  4 1,  to  ($  1.,  witli  vidluala  in  thrhoufe.  Lads  and  boys  i» 
proportion.  Maid  fervants  from  xa  s.  to  20  s.  in  the  half  year.  Labourenen* 
^aged  by  the  day  ppccive  difierent  wages  at  different  feafons  of  the  year.  la 
fpring,  faaimer,  and  lianrellb^  a  man  receives  commonly  zi.  a-day,  without  meat  ^ 
in  winter,  from  8  d.  to  led.  ditto.  At  cafting  peats,  women  gjet  6d.,  aod-i*' 
Karreft  S  d.  without  meat. 
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notorietj  into  coAfideration,  and' grant  aid  forboiiding  a  nc^jr 
bridge  at  this  place. 

jintiquitUs^  \ic. — On  the  N.  fide  of  the  hill  of  Geddes  arc 
to  be  feen  the  veftiges  of  an  old  edifice,  about  26  yards  long, 
and  near! J  half  as  broad.     It  is  called  Caifleil  Fiontab^  i.  e. 
Finlaj's  Caftle.     It  has  been  built  with  run,  or  burnt  limcr, 
and  furrounded  at  fome  jards  diftance  with  a  ditch.     Tl^e 
ditch  is  drawn  round  the  middle  of  the  detached  hill,  or  rifin^ 
ground  on  which  the  honfe  was  built,  and  is  ftill  verj  viCble. 
At  the  bottom  of  this  little  hill,  on  the  S.  E.  there  appears  to 
have  been  a  funk,  or  draw-well  for  the  ufe  of  the  caiUe«  Even 
tradition  does  not  fay  by  whom,  or  for  what  purpofe  this  e- 
difice  was  ereded.     A  little  to  the  £.  on  the  fide  of  the  fame 
hill  of  Geddes,  are  the  remains  of  the  Caftle  of*  Rait,  built 
probably  by  Rait  of  that  ilk,  but  at  what  period  is  uncertain. 
it  was,  for  fbme  time,  the  refidence  of  one  of  the  Cummines ; 
and  confidering  the  time  at  which  it  feems  to  have  been  built, 
it  appears  to  have  been  a  houfe  of  great  ftresgth.     A  litde 
below  this  caftle,  is  a  place  called  Knock-na-gillan,  i.  e.  the 
iuU  where  the  young  men  or  lads  were  killed.     Here,  it  is 
faid  that  x8  of  the  Mackintofhes  were  deftroyed  by  the  Cam* 
mines,  who  then  lived  at  Rait,  on  account  of  fome  grudge 
that  fubfifted  between  the  families.     At  the  place  of  Eafier 
Geddes,  are  the  remains  of  an  old  chapel,  with  a  burying 
ground  around  it.     In  this  chapel  is  the  burying  place  of  the 
iamily  of  Kilravock ;   and  here  they  have  been  interred  for 
many  generations  back,  perhaps  ever  fince  the'Rofes  came  to 
this  part  of  Scotland.    How  long  the  Rofes  were  in  poifeifion 
of  the  lands  of  Geddes,  previous  to  the  marriage  of  the  Laird 
of  Geddes  with  Mary  de  Bofco,  lady  and  heirefs  of  Kilravock, 
cannot  now,  with  certainty,  be  afcertained,  as  the  writs  of  the 
family  relative  to  that  ellate  were  deftroyed  in  the  cathedral 

chare 


church  of  Elgin,  when  it  was  confomeA  by  fire, 
ravock,  and  her  huftand  Hugh  Rofe  of  Geddes,    ; 
charter  (pofterior  to  the  lofs  of  the  writs  above  i ; 
from  King  John  Baliol  in  the  jear  1293,  confirmi:  1 
aad  to  their  heirs,  the  lands  of  Geddes  and  Kilrava  \ 

Mvantages  and  Difadvantages, — The  climate 
markablj  good.     No  difeafes  peculiar  to  the  plac  ! 
matifms  and  nervous  complaints  are  perhaps  the  n:  1 
lent.     This  town  was,  of  old,  greatly  renowned  for  I 
nefs  of  all  forts  of  vivres.     All  the  neceflaries  <  I 
within  about  thefe  20  years,  fold  very  low.     Ai 
peat«mofs,  at  little  more  than  a  mile  in  diilance 
town,  was  a  great  inducement  for  bringing  numb  ! 


*  Concerning  the  family  of  RHravOck,  it  would  be  needlefs,  on 
to  (ay  any  thing  particular.  TThe  figure  they  have  made  in  the  v 
ons  departments  in  Ufe,  their  ta&e  for  the  fine  arts,  for  literature^  I 
hofpitality,  6cc.  is  too  well  known  to  require  the  pen  of  a  panegj ! 
probably  deriyes  its  name  from  Geelda,  a  FidliHi  Saint,  to  whof : 
this  fpot,  it  feems  a  place  of  worlhip  was  dedicated. 

The  charter  of  foundation  of  the  Chapel  of  Eafter  Geddes,  pari 
ftf  whieh  is  ftill  extaxit,  and  granted  by  Hugh  Rofe  of  Kilraroc 
I473.  This  chaj>el  was  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  end< 
Scots  af  ftipend,  together  with  a  (mali  crof^,  as  a  gtebe,  and  on  w] 
maofe.  The  prieft  or  chaplain  was  to  perform  daily  offices,  nc 
ibal  of  the  foonder,  but  alfo  for  the  fouls  of  his  predecelTors,  and  of 
fiicceflbrs  for  ever.  The  bull  of  privileges  for  faid  Chapel  is  da 
36th  April  1475,  in  the  4th  year  of  Pope  Seitus  the  Fourth. 

The  fite  of  the  Conftabulary  is  ftill  vilitlc  in  the  town  of  Nairn. 
ofCalder  were,  for  afei'ie^  of  time,  high  conftablcs,  and  heritable 
coonty.  Notice  is  taken  of  the  Eebback-flone,  in  the  ftatiftical : 
puiih  of  Arderfier.  In  the  N.  £.  comer  of  this  pariih  is  a  pla 
King's  Steps.  Even  tradition  doth  not  fay  on  what  account  thb 
^  was  affixed  to  this  fpot  of  ground.  There  is  an  excellent  quai 
below  flood  mark,  eafily  wrought,  and  of  no  contemptible  qualit; 
^omechaljbeaU  fprings  of  water,  but  not  of  fuch  confequence  a^ 
P^cular  defcription. 
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pie  to  reiide  here.  Hat  the  prices  of  provifioas  of  every  kinj 
having  rifea  greatljr  of  late,  and  the  mofs  being  almoft  entires 
1/  ezhaufted,  have  contributed  to  increafe  the  namber  of  men^ 
dicants  who  infeft  the  place,  and  added  confidemblj'  to  thi 
poor'3  roll.  Befides  the  bridge  before  mentioned,  there  ar^ 
two  other  great  difadvantages,  which  bear  hard  upon  the  toyra 
•ad  coantrjy  and  thefe  are»  the  want  of  fome  manofadure, 
and  the  want  of  a  pier.  Both  thefe  might,  it  is  fuppofed,  bd 
removed  at  no  very  coniiderable  ezpenfe,  and  to  the  great  c^ 
molument  of  Nairn  and  the  neighbourhood.  Bj  ateering  the 
prefent  courfe  of  the  river,  many  people  fay  that  a  pier  mighi 
be  built,  capable  of  receiving  fliipj  of  confiderable  burthen. 
Were  a  fpirit  of  improvement  once  introduced,  either  a  linen 
er  a  woollen  manufaAure  might  be  eftaUifiied,  whi^,  if  wcD 
condufted,  would  add  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  proprieton 
of  (h^res,  and  to  the  country  in  general.  The  number  of  peo- 
ple who  apparently  want  employment  in  the  town  acdiu 
Ticinity,  is  abfolutdy  incredible.  If  induftry,  wfaidb  in  a 
great  meafure  feenas  to  be  dormant,  were  aroufed,  there  is 
little  doubt  but  Nairn  might  become  a  flourifliing  place* 

MifceUam^us  Ob/ervations. ^Tht  people,  in  genera],  are 
about  the  middle  fize,  affable  enough  in  their  manners,  witli 
a  few  exertions,  pretty  regular  in  their  attendance  on  the 
ordinances  of  divine  inftitution,  and  rational,  without  an  over- 
heated zeal,  or  too  much  ooldnefs  in  their  religion.  Thofic 
of  the  Eftabliihed  Church,  fome  few  of  the  Epifcopalian  per- 
fuafion,  and  the  Antiburgher  Seceders,  live  in  good  terou 
with  one  another.    *  Few  perfons  from  this  pariih  have  been 

criminaiij 

*  Unfortanfttely,  howeYer,  this  fpriog  two  la^s  were  tried  and  condemn^ 
at  Invernefs  for  (hop-breakiog  and  theft.  One  of  tbeai  was  haaged.  It  is  fure- 
iy  n«ch  to  be  wilhed  that  his  fate  may  prove  a  wamiog  to  others,  to  aroid  d:? 
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crimiiially  tried  before  the  Court  of  Jufticiarj  for  many 
years.  • 
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like  crimes.  The  other  young  man  (brother  to  the  lad  who  was  ezecvted),  has 
been  reprieved.  The  writer  of  this  account  is  forry  to  obferve,  that  petty- 
thefts  are  not  fo  fcverely  curbed  by  patents  in  the  lower  ranks  in  life,  as  they 
ought  to  be ;  and  he  is  alfo  forry  to  fay,  that  tb»  fatal  efiedls  of  fpiritdus  li- 
quors become  more  apparent  every  day.  Nairn  is  remarkably  well  calculated 
for  Tea  bathing.  For  the  accommodation  of  perfons  who  require  the  benefit  of 
the  fait  bath,  Mr.  James  Brander,one  of  the  innkeepers,  has  a  bathing  machine 
provided. 
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N  IT  M  B  E  R    XXX. 


PAltlSH  orMONK^TOWN  Ain)  PRESTICK. 


(CouKTT  OF  Ars^  Synod  or  Giasgow  and  An,  Pkxsbt- 

TEAT  OF  AXR.) 


By  tie  Rev.  Andhew  MiTCHSLt,  D.  IX 


Name,  Extent. 

THE  pari{&  receives  its  name  from  the  maiior-place  of' 
MonktowD,  which^  before  the  Reformation,  is  report- 
ed to  have  been  a  religious  convent  pertaining  to  the  abbacj 
•f  Paiflejy  frdm  which  the  village,  and  manj  of  the  farms 
bad  their  names.  This  manor  and  baronj  have  now  the 
name  of  Orangefield,  and  had  formerly  a  jurifdiftion  of  nt- 
gality  *. 

The 

*'  Tike  pftriOi  fontterly  extended  to  tbe  ri^cr  Ayr,  and  compitfaeiided  the  pre* 
lent  pariih  of  Newtown,  which,  for  the  tccommodttion  of  the  inhatMtants  of 
that  part,  had -a  church  ere^d  that  was  iiiied  as  a  CSiapel  of  Eafe,  for  a  yean^ 
a&d-aa  ordained  mimfter,  preceding  1775^.    At  that  period,  the  commimity  of 

KewtDwB 
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The  pArifii,  at  prefent,  extends  in  length  from  the  N. 
where  it  adjoina  the  pariih  of  Dundoonald^  and  Symingtoa 
rupon  the  N.  E«»  ii  miles  towards  the  S.  where  it  is  bound* 
ed  by  the  pariih  pf  Newtown  and  St.  Quivox.  From  the  £• 
where  it  borders  upon  Tarbolton  and  Craigie,  3  miles  isi 
iMreadth  ii^bfit  in  ^ther  parts,  beyond  the  Pow-biirn,  fearce 
above  half  that  meafure.  On  .the  W.,  it  is  bounded  by  the 
Frith  of  Qyde,  oppofite  to  the  ifland  of  Arran.  The  YiUage 
and  dbiurch  of  Monktown  are  diftant  from  the  fea  abput  a 
mile.  The  profpeft  is  agreeable  and  pleafant,  and  the  airfa^ 
lubrioas.  Seldom  any  epidemical  difeajTes  prevail,  but  fuch 
as  are  common.  The  v^lage  contains  about  34  dwelling- 
honfcsy  and  46  fiuniiies,  and  is  interfered  by  3  tdl-roads ; 
ene  leading  from  Ayr  to  Irvine^  another  to  Kilmarnock  and 
Olafgow,  and  the  third  to  Tarbolton  and  St.  Quivoz. 

Church  ofMonktomn^  Burgi  of  Prf/liei,  £(€— *The  church 
of  Monktown  is  an  old  fabric  ;  no  perfon  alive  can  give  any 
:account  when  it  was  built  *•     The  burgh  of  Preftick  con- 

3  D  9  taias 

Newtown  purchafed  from  Sir  William  Maxwell,  then  pvtToo,  the  ri^ht  of  e- 
'leAiog  their  own  minifter ;  and  with  the  confent  of  the  heritors  of  Monktown, 
the  lords  Commilfionert  of  Kirks  and  Teinds,  erected  the  burgh  into  a  feparate 
pariih,  and  the  church  was  put  upon  the  eftabliOiment.  The  Creeholdert  of  the 
Vnr^h  are  fubje^ed  to  the  payment  of  the  minifters  ftipends,  which  thej  now 
laife  from  the  rents  of  the  feats.  Before  this  disjcyiAion  and  ereiSion  took  place^ 
the  inhabitants  of  Newtown  were  diftant  from  the  parifh  church  of  Monktown, 
about  4  Englifli  miles,  and  were  the  moft  numerous  part  of  the  pariih,  amoui\t- 
•ing  to  between  800  and  poo  perfons.  The  valuation  of  the  bui^^h  bcin,g  (inaU^ 
they  bad  only  a  feat  in  Monktown  church  that  could  contain  x  2  or  14  peribns 
at  moft.  They  are  ftill  liable  to  all  public  burdens,  and  future  augmentationa 
of  iUpends,  as  heritors  of  the  pariih  of  Monktown  and  freftick,  and  pay  their 
Jifual  proportion  of  ftipend. 

*  The  fide  walls  are  3I,  and  the  weft  gable  3  (eet  10  inches  thick ;  and  ftiU 
ftaods,  though  bended  off  the  perpendicular  on  one  fide,  and  rent  in  the  wei^ 
H^hle,  The  roof  ii  moftly  oak.  It  J»a«  ftood  fince  the  Reformation,  and  is  pro. 
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tains  about  66  dwelling-hoofes*  and  260  pe'rfons,  53  cif  whom 
are  under  7  years  of  age  *.  There  are  36  freeholders  in  the 
barghy  whofe  freehofalst  at  prefent,  are  reckoned,  at  an  ave- 
rage, at  50  8.  yearly,  with  a  privilege  of  pafturage  for  72 
feums  of  (beep  upon  the  common^  5  iheep  beihg  reckoned  to 
a  foam.  Sometimes  poinds  are  driven  and  esecnted  at  the 
crofs  of  Preftiok.     A  freeman,  when  incarcerated,  cannot  be 

confined 

bubly  the  fame  kirk  that  was  in  the  tune  of  Sir  William  WaUacc,  Warden  of 
Scotland,  when  the  conted  about  the  freedom  and  independence  of  the  Scottiih 
Crown  commenced,  under  Edward  I.,  and  continued  for  about  the  fpace  of  40 
years.  Wallace  is  reported  to  have  had  a  remarkable  dream  near  this  kirk, 
where  Sir  Ronald  Crawford  of  Cro^y,  his  uncle,  iberiff*  of  the  coonty,  had 
appointed  a  convention  before  that  fatal  Juftice  An^  ^^^^^  ^y  ^^  £nf  lilb  ia 
the  town  of  Ayr.  After  performing  his  devotions  in  the  church,  he  fell  afleep 
in  fome  place  nigh  to  it,  and  had  a  delineation  of  his  future  fortune  in  a  vi- 
lionary  fchemc  upon  his  imagination ;  and  upon  his  awakening,  had  a  particular 
interpretation  of  it,  by  a  man  whom  he  found  upon  the  fpot.  The  whole  vi 
related  io  the  Poem  of  Blind  Harry,  in  his  7th  Book,  who  copied  the  H&^. 
from  the  hiftory  of  Wallace's  life,  written  in  Latin  by  Mr.  John  filair,  Wallace's 
intimate  friend  and  companion. 

•  The  charter  erecting  it  into  a  free  burgh  of  barony,  was  renewed  ai^  con. 
firmed  by  James  VI.,  as  adminiftrator  for  his  fon,  Henry  Duke  of  Rothfay,  Earl 
of  Kyle,  Carnck,  and  Cunninghame,  Lord  of  the  Illes,  Prince  Steward  of  Scot- 
land, at  Holyroodhoufe,  ipth  June  itfoo,  in  the  33d  year  of  his  reign.  The 
•arrative  of  the  charter  exprefsly  fays,  that  it  was  known  to  have  been  a  free 
burgh  of  barony  beyond  the  memory  of  man,  for  the  fpace  of  617  years  before 
its  renewal ;  but  there  are  no  papers  befides  the  charter,  that  can  inftni^t  it  to 
be  fo  ancient.  It  was  the  head  burgh  of  barony  of  the  bailiery  of  Kyle  Stew- 
art, when  the  county  was  divided  into  3  diftrifts,  Kyle,  Carnck,  and  Cun- 
ninghame. Kyle  was  fubdividcd  into  King's  Kyle,  and  Kyle  Stewart :  the  laft 
extended  from  the  river  Ayr  to  the  river  Irvine ;  the  former  from  the  river  Ayr 
to  the  river  Doon,  and  had  Ayr  for  its  head  burgh.  Camden  fays,  that  the 
Stewart  of  Kyle  Stewart  had  his  rcfidcnce  at  the  Cattle  of  Dundonnaid.  By 
their  charter,  they  have  a  right  to  choofe  a  provoft  and  2  bailies,  with  coun- 
fellors,  and  to  grant  franchifes  for  feveral  trades ;  to  hold  a  wcikly  market,  and 
I  fair  in  the  month  of  December,  at  the  feaft  of  St.  Nicolas,  which  is  the  6th 
pf  that  month,  according  to  the  Topilh  kalend^r;  but  moft  of  thcfe  privileges 
are  fallen  into  difufe. 
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confined  wkh  locked  doors  $  but  if  he  comes  out,  he  lofes  hifli 
reedom,  nnlefs  lifaierated  by  the  judicial  fentence  of  the  ma- 
riftrates.  <  None  can  fell  their  freedom  but  to  the  communitj, 
vho  have  power  to  fell  it  to  whom  they  pleafe,  upon  paying 
be  agreed  price.  Males  and  females  equally  fucceed  to  the 
reeholdSy  in  which  their  charter  differs  from  that  of  New- 
x>wn,  renewed  much  about  the  fame  time.  The  kirk  of 
Preftick  ftill  ftands^  and  is  an  xM  fabric  that  fubiifted  in  the  . 
4me  of  Popery.  The  walls  are  thick,  and  fupported  with  ftone*- 
ittttrefles  at  the  £.  end ;  is  diftant  from  the  fqa  lefs  than  a 
quarter  of  a  mile,  and  much  expofed  to  tfaeftorms.  From  it^* 
there  ia  a  beautiful  profped  of  the  Crag  of  Ailfa,  the  He  ids 
of  Ayr,  and  the  Frith  of  Clyde,  where  the  ihips  from  Green- 
ock, Saltcoats,  and  Irvine,  are  frequently  pafling  outward 
and  inward  bound  ;  and  it  ferves  as  a  land.mark  for  flips  at 
fea.  Divine  fervice  was  perforiped  in  this  church  before  the 
disjun&ion  and  the  e j*e3ion  of  Newtown,  every  third  Sunday, 
fpr  the  moft  part ;  but  the  burgh  of  Newto^ni  having  ob- 
tained  a  feparate  erection  for  themfelves,  the  neceifity  is  ^u- 
perfeded,  Preftick  church  being  no  more  than  x  Engliih  mile 
from  Monktown,  and  the  parilh  church  at  prefent  being  as 
centrical  as  could  be  w^U  devifed. 

Patron^  Stipend.-^fzttim^  Robert  Seid,  Efq.  of  Adamton. 
The  ftipend  of  Monktown,  Preftick,  and  .Crofly,  confifts  of 
50  bolls  bear,  29  bolls  2  firlots  meal,  251.  5s.  jVi-d.  Ster- 
ling,  to  which  the  Lords  CommiiBoners  of  Kirks  and  Teinds 
have  added,  by  decreet  of  augmentation,  lately  obtained,  4 
chalders,  half  m^l,  half  bear,  with  5 1.  Sterling  for  commu* 
nion  elements,  befidts  manfe  and  ^ebe. 

Soil. — The  foil  of  Monktown  and  Preftick  is,  in  general, 
fruitfttli  diverfifyed  ^n  its  quality.    Upon  the  £.  and  higheft 

part 
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-ptic  of  h,  it  is  an  earthy  clay,  in  tbe  mid3k>  deep  an 
and,  aa  it  approaches  the  fiea,  ia  faady  and  bentj  dow^a,  that 
aafwer  forthe  paftunng  of  joang  catde ;  and,  £rpn  faltiiefe  of 
the  water,  and  warmth  of  the  climate,  judged  ooodftcive  Co 
'the  recoverj  of  weak  iheep*     Soow  and  £roft  are  of  ihorc  do^ 
ration  in  the  wintM*,  and  the  paftnrt  open.     The  ffoniids  are 
snoftly  endofed  with  dkdi  and  hedge  in  the  M0nktown  part 
of  the  pariih,  and  properly  fubdirided  into  parks,  with  ex^ 
fenfire  belts  of  planting.   In  Preftick,  the  endoforcs  are  few^ 
-the  foil  fandj,  and  the  tenure  by  which  they  hold  their  finee- 
.doms  nnfitvouraUe  for  fiich  improrement^  being  fabjeA  to  a 
xvTolntion  every  19  years,  when,  by  a  rule  now  Hlahli(hrd» 
they  are  to  caft  lots  for  die  refpeftive  freedom  each  ficeemaa 
is  to  poflefs.    The  foil  is  better  toward  the  £^  where  it  joins 
^he  Newtown  loch  and  St.  Quvrox.    The  lower  past  next  the 
grillage  produces  crops  of  rye,  oats,  and  bear,  which  are  good 
in  wet  feafons.     The  foil  there  is  found  good  for  crops  of  po« 
XatoeSy  and  might  produce  turnip.    The  moft  of  the  endofing 
tmd  Ranting  has  been  madewithin  thefe  60  years,  and  thexe 
are  people  ftiU  alive,  who  ranenber  when  it  begaa.     The 
^ound  rents  paid  by  the  tenants,  at  prefent,  are  generally 
from  afs.  to  35  s.  and  40s.  the  acre,  and  fome  pay  more. 
-Grafs  lets  at  a  i  s.  a 5  s.  and  fome  30  s.  the  acre.     The  foil  be^ 
ing  li^t  ridi  mould,  naturally  runs  into  grafs  and  white 
clover,  when  &lloi|r«    Before  cndofiiig,  fome  people  remeau 
!ber,  thait  the  higheft  rent  for  croft  iand  was  is  ^^aecks  Scots  \ 
and  outfield  as«  6d.  or  3s.  4d.  SterKa^ 

jtgriathmre^  &c.-<-The  cultivation  is  ufaally  a  yean  oats, 
>then  bear  or  barley  laid  down  with  gni£»-feeds,  fanctimrs 
peafe  and  beans,  and  afterward  a  crop  of  oats.  When  the 
ground  is  laid  down  with  grais-feeds,  or,  after  cutting  i  or 
2  years,  in  hay^  it  ufuaSy  lies  k  ley  4  or  6  years.    The 

farmers 
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ftiteers  gneraUy  uie  3  horfes,  with  a  plongh  after  ttte  Eng^ 
kih  form^  and  fome  uie  only  a  hoifes.    The  ufual  tme  oC 
fewing,    is  about  the  middle  of  Mardi,.  and  begxooiag  of 
April  \  and  bear  or  barlej  aboat  the  mid«Be  of  Maj ;  reap*, 
xng  in  Auguft  and  September ;  haj  faarveft  in  June  aiMl  Jvljr^, 
The  nMoiure  ufcd  b^  the  fstrmets  near  die  fta,  who  have  tlie 
privilege,  is  jGsa  ware,  remarkable  for  raifing  crops  of  tavnt 
gra£i,  and  crops  of  bear  or  barley ;  but  does  not  aoeliorat^ 
above  a  year»  ^  They  alfo  ufe  lime,^  of  i/i^iich  tfaey  have  no* 
^uatries,  but  buy  and  drive  at  the  diftance  of  3  or  4  milci.. 
There  are  not  above  3  fteeftooe  quarries  in  the  parifli,  whick 
increases  the  price  of  building  confiderably :  and  as  yet,  o*^ 
eoal-nciines  have  been  found ;  but  there  are  appearances  thar 
indicate  that  fudi  may  be  found  in  procefs  of  time,  and  will 
andoulMiedly  tarn  out  to  great  advantage,  as  lying  near  Hbm, 
fea.     The  quantity  of  natural  wood,  is  36  acres,  befides  largt^ 
plantations- 
There  are  no  rivers  in  the  parifli)  butthere  are  5  rivaktss 
1.  The  Pow-burut  over  which  there  is  one  bridge,  on  thr 
toU-road  leading  from  Monktown  to  Ayr,  and  anodier  lately* 
begun  to  be  ereAfbd  on  the  road  to  St.  Quivoz  and  Tarbolton» 
The  other  a  xavulets  are  called  RumUer-bum,  and  Fall-burn, 
which  all  run  into  die  fea,  and  in  fummer  are  moftly  dry» 
At  pnfent,  there  ia  only  i  miU  in  the  pariih  for  grinding 
grain,  and  another  for  flax,  kept  by  the.  fame  miller*     Few 
are  aftri Aed  to  it,  the  farmers  being  at  liberty  to  carry  their 
grain  to  any  mill  tfaey  ^ea£e,  without  being  opprefled  with, 
multures,,  which  a^  a  gpeat  difcouragement  to  agrieulture. 

The  ufioal  produce  after  milling  oats,  is  xB,  19,  and  la 
ped^fl  tl»e  Wincfacfer  bell,  now  the  fiandard  meafure  of  thia 
country*  The  amount  of  oats  milled  by  the  different  £usneca 
in  Monktown  and  Preftick,  by  an  account  given  by  diem- 
fclves  in  the  year  17919  was  1.3x5  bolls  j  and  bear.fold,  and 

odierwiie 
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otkerwiTe  .dxfpofed  of,  399  bolls.  The  oats,  bear,  and  barlcji 
are  reckoned  to  be  of  the  beft  qualitj,  and  bring  a  high  price 
in  the  market.  There  is  little  wheat  fown,  though  in  moii 
places  the  foil  is  fuflkiently  ftrong,  and  when  fown,  pixMiuces 
good  crops.  The  culture  of  turnips  is  only  beginning  to  be 
introduced.  One  farmer  has  fbwed  6  or  7  acres,  and  finds 
bis  account  in  it,  bj  feeding  black  cattle  for  the  maxicet,  and 
.preparing  the  foil  for  bear  and  wheat,  and  likewife  fending 
them  to  the  market  of  Ayr.  Potatoes  are  moftlj  planted  for 
£unilj  ufe»  and  reckoned  to  amount  to  about  23  or  24  acres 
in  the  whole  parilh  at  prefent,  about  13  in  Monktown,  and 
XQ  in  Preftick. 

Population. — According  to  Dr.  Web(ler*s  reportf  the  num- 
ber of  (buls  in  I755>  was  1163.  In  Monktown  there  are  6 
heritors,  3  of  whom  rcfide. 


Examinable  perfons, 

$61 

Arerage  of  baptifms. 

10 

Below  that  age,    •     * 

150 

Marriagest 

7 

Deaths^ 

10 

7«7 


The  prefent  calculation  will  not  correfpond  to  Dr.  Web- 
Iter's,  as  that  account  was  given  to  him  before  the  disjuafiion 
and  eredion  of  Newtown.  That  the  population  is  greatlj 
increafedy  cannot  be  doubted^  as  the  farms  have  been  divided 
into  fmall  proportions,  and  new  farm  houfes  built.  There 
have  been  built,  8  new  houfes  in  Monktown  village,  and  4 
new  £Eurm  houfes,  b^des  %  cotton  houfes  for  hand  jennies,  i 
of  them  for  9,  the  other  for  6,  which  employs  a  confidenUe 
number  of  hands  within  thefe  few  years. 

Trades 
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In  MoNKTOWK^  are 

Houfe-wrights,        <•  2  Tailors,  ..        •.        a 

Cart  and  plough  Wrights,  2  Cooper,         «...  X 

Weaver,  •         .  i  Excife  officer,         -      -     X 

Mafon,         »        .        «  z  Tobacco  manufa&arers,      % 

Shoemakersi         «         -  4  Public  houfes,  «  5 

Qlacklhuth,        ^        r  ^  Feuars,  «  «    ''16 

Jn  PREaTiCK,  are 

Weavers,        <•        »  16  BlackliDiih,        .        «      s 

Stockingmak^rs,         -  a  '  Public  houfes,          -          % 

Wrights,         -         m  4.  New  built  houfes  within 

Mafon,        ...  X  thefe  7  or  8  years,       15 

Farm  houfes  in  the  whole  pari(h  37,  including  4  gentle* 
mens  feats,  who  all  haye  fanns.  in  their  own  hands. 

Rent. — ^The  valued  rent  of  the  whole  pari(h,  including 
Newtown,  is  1755I.  18s.  Scotch  monej.  The  real  rent  of 
Monktown  an^  f^^e^ick,^  i^  fu^pofed  to  be  between  iSool. 
fmd  aoooU 

School. — ^There  is  an  eftabliihed  fchool  for  teaching  engKih^ 
writing,  arithmetici  and  church  mufic.  The  falarj  is  verj 
fmall,  being  only  lool.  Scots,  with  a  houfe  and  garden* 
40  fcholars  ufually  attend  for  3  quarters  of  the  year ;  the 
other  quarter  being  diminiflied  by  the  feed-time  and  har- 
veft  work.  The  wages  for  teaching  are  very  fmall,  bein  j 
Is.  6d.  a-quarter  for  reading,  as.  for  writing,  3s.  for  arith- 
metic and  church  mufic  *• 

Vol*  XIL  3  E  Antiquities^ 

S  fVagtt^  i°!09r,  8cc— 'Xen  fettants  wagei  are  fran  II.  8s.  to  ^1.,  and  fobe 

lolr 
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Antiquities^  &c. — At  Low  Monktown  hlU,  3  quarters  of  ^ 
|Qile  f^om  tl}e  church,  near  the  farm  hopfe,  iituated  upon  a 
filing  grpund,  a  large  ftone  is  placed.  Upon  digging  for  ma- 
^srials  for  making  a  road,  feveral  urn$  containing  human 
^nes  were  found.  There  is  no  tradition  hpw  thej  were  de- 
pofitedy  if  it  was  not  in  the  time  of  the  Rgmans,  when  Ja- 
lius  Agricola  <;pmmanded^  who  was  f^jd  to  [lave  fent  Roman 
forces  into  that  part  of  the  country,  with  the  view  of  in- 
vading  Ireland.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  £.  from  the 
churchy  upon  a  rifing  ground,  (lands  a  handfome  fepulchr;d 
monument,'  ere£led  to  the  memory  of  Governor  M*Crae, 
formerly  governor  of  Madras  in  the  £aft  Indies,  which  is 
now  thfc  burying-place  of  Mr.  Dalrymple  of  Orangefield. 
Upon  the  eftate  of  Ladykirk,  belonging  to 'Alexander  Gardi- 
ner, £fq«  there  are  fome  remains  of  a  chapel,  dedicated  to 
the  Virgin  Mary,  called  in  old  writings,  Ladykirk  in  Kjlc, 
fituated  in  the  common  paftiire  of  the  lands  of  Adamtown, 
being  a  part  of  that  barony  belonging  formerly  to  the  familj 
of  Blair,  who  had  the  right  of  patronage  m  the  times  0^ 
Popery.  The  building  was  a  fquare,  and  turrets  placed  up-; 
on  each  corner ;  the  chapel  placed  in  the  middle.  One  of  the 
turrets  ftill  remains,  which  fome  time  ago  w^iis  repaired.  The 
whole  is  enclofed  in  the  garden  at  prefent.     When  digging, 


lol.  Stcrl.  yearly  :  Women's  wages  are  from  3I.  tos.  to  4!.  ditto :  Day-labourrrs 
aire  i^.  a^ay,'ancl  in  harveft  twttx  14 d.  to  i6d.,  and  in  winter  lod.  from  Mat- 
tinmas  to  New  YearVday  :  A  maibn's  wages  are  from  i  s.  8d.  to  %s.  a-day :  A 
Wright's  wages  from  i  s.  4d.  to  i  s.  6d. :  And  a  tailor*»  wages  lod.  and  his  \u- 
tuals,  a-day.  Men*s  fhoc^  from  6s.  to  6s.  6d.,  women's  4s.  6d.  an<l  5s. — Tbc 
poor*&  fundi  of  the  parilh,  amount  to  tjol.  Sterling,  in  ftoclc,  l>efides  colIe<5lion«. 
The  poor  upon  the  box,  at  prefent,  are  12,  wImt  receive  rooftly  3  s.  a-montb| 
^and  more  when  exigencies  require.  This,  with  their  own  indidtry,  is  judged  a 
fuflficicAt  fupply:  none  arc  allowed  to  beg.  The  yearly  collecbions  at  the 
ehuicli,  amount  to  about  asl  or  33L  SterHng.  The  yearly  difttibutwns  :d  &. 
^ttt  the  fame  fom. 
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inanj  human  bones  were  found,  as  probably,  the  burying- 
place  was  nigh  to  it.  There  is  a  beautiful  profpeft  from  it 
of  the  countrj  around,  and  the  weftern  fea.  Nigh  Preftick; 
iipon  the  toll-road  to  Ayr,  is  lituated  ICiricafe,  or  King's  Cafe, 
a  charitable  inilitution  jn  the  time  of  Popery  *• 


sEa  .     NUM- 


*  The  traditional  account  is,  that  King  Robert  Brace  gave  a  certain  terri- 
tory of  land  for  maintaining  8  perfons  that  were  afflicted  with  the  Icprofy, 
^Pich  was  denominated  dod's  lean  to  Robert,'  and  now  RoBcrtfs  loan,  ^nerat- 
ly  pronounced  loans,  lying  in  the  parifli  of  Dundonnald,  out  of  which  are  paid 
64  bolls  of  meal,  and  S  merks  Scots,  with  fome  thrcaves  of  ft  raw  for  thatch- 
ing  the  hofpital,  payable  out  of  other  lands  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Qttivox,  being 
8  bolls  meal,  and  i  merk,  to  each  yearly ;  and  if  there  (hould  be  but  one,  he 
has  a  right  to  the  wnole.  Sir  Thomas  Wallace  of  Cralgie,  and  his  anceftorit- 
were  in  ufe  to  prefent  thefe  perfons,  and  caufe  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into- their 
c  afr  before  they  were  received.  As  no  difeafes  of  that  defcription  appear,  per- 
fons labouring  under  difcifes  thought  incurable,  or  in  indigent  circumftauceSy 
arc  admitted  to  the  clmrity.  The  right  of  prefentation  was  fome  time  ago  fold, 
along  with  the  eftaie  of  Craigle,  by  judicial  falc,  and  purchafed  by  the  tOT?* 
6f  Ayr. 
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NUMBER  XXXI. 


PARISH  or  WEST  KILBRIDE. 


(CoiTKTT  OF  Ayr,  Stvoet  or  Glasgow  akd  Ayr,  Presby« 
T£RY  or  Irvine.) 


By  thi  Rev.  Mr.  Arthur  OuGBTRRSoir* 


Name,  Extent^  Surfacef  &c. 

IN  the  Monkifli  Rges,  it  was  very  cominoQ  for  religious 
reclttfes,  ta  give  names  to  the  places  where  they  either 
chofe  to  fix  their  folitary  refidence»  or  to  have  their  remains 
configned  after  death.  From  thence»  the  name  of  this  parifli 
is  obvtoufly  derived,  being  compounded  of  the  Gaelic  word 
*»  Kile,"  a  buriaUpIace,  or  the  Latin,  "  Cella,"  and  Bridget, 
the  name  of  the  titular  female  Saint  of  the  place.  Thb  pa- 
rifli  is  of  moderate  extent,  firetching,  in  length,  from  the 
snouth  of  the  Frith  of  Clyde,  diredly  N.  along  the  jQiore, 
fw  above  6  Engliih  miles.    From  the  promontory  of  Portin- 

cro&y 
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troHly  to  the  reitioteft  inland  parts  over  the  hills,  it  is  about 
3}  £ngli(h  miles  broad ;  in  other  places,  between  2  and  3 
miles.  It  is  bounded  upon  the  whole  of  the  W.  by  the  kz 
and  Frith  of  Gljde.  It  comprehends  in  it,  the  leiTer  iflaal 
of  Gumbray,  which  is  feparated  from  the  main  land,  by  m 
found  3  miles  over.  Upon  the  moft  eminent  part  of  this 
ifland,  a  light^houfe  was  ereSed,  about  the  year  1750,  which 
hath  proved  of  great  benefit  to  the  trade ;  but,  from  its  too 
lofty  iituation,  it  is  often  fo  involved  in  clouds,  as  not  to  be 
perceptible,  or,  but  very  dimly  feen.  The  nvanag^^rs  have 
therefore  judged  it  neceflary  to  ereft  another  upon  a  lower 
fiation,  upon  which  is  to  be  placed  a  refle&ing  lamp.  This 
will  not  be  liable  to  the  inconvenience  attending  the  other« 
and  will  afford  a  more  certain  dire£lion  to  veflels  navigating 
the  Frith  in  the  night  time.  This  work  is  now  executing, 
and  will  foon  be  completed. 

The  whole  of  this  pariih  is  a  part  of  that  mountainous 
track  of  country,  which,  commencing  at  the  fouthern  boun- 
dary of  it,  continues  all  the  way  to  Greenock.  It  therefore 
prefents  every  where,  a  broken,  unequal  furface,  rifing  ia 
many  places  into  high  hills,  interfperfed  with  a  number  of 
tomantick  rivulets,  and  fome  of  them  green  to  their  very 
fummits.  From  the  tops  of  thefe  hills,  a  j>rofpe6l  prefents 
itfelf,  which,  for  variety  and  grandeur,  is  fcarcely  to  be  e« 
quailed.  At  one  view,  the  eye  takes  in  the  broken  land  and 
fmall  founds  formed  by  the  iflands  of  Arran,  Bute,  the  two 
Cumbrays,  and  the  coafts  of  Cowal  and  Cantire ;  the  ezten« 
five  coaft  of  Carrick,  from  Ayr  to  Ballintrae  ;  a  wide  expand^* 
ed  Frith,  with  the  rock  of  Ailfa  rifing  msjeftic  in  its  very 
bofom ;  the  fiupendous  rocks  and  peak  of  Goatficld  in  Ar« 
ran  i  while  the  diftant  cliffs  of  Jura  are  feen  juft  peeping  over 
the  wholci  in  the  back  ground.    Such  a  landfcape  is  exceed* 

ingly 


4o6  Stattftical  uiccGU^. 

vinglj  rare,  and  has  always  been  particular!/  p^eaGog  to  flraa^ 
^ers. 

Climaic^  Sec. — ^From  the  vicinity  of  this  diftrift  to  the  fca^ 
the  air  is  generally  moifty  and  the  climate  variable  ;  great 
quantities  of  rain  falliog  in  the  fpring  and  autuma,  which 
proves  a  coniidcrable  hinderance  to* farming  operations.  Not* 
withftancling  thefe  circumftances,  the  inhabitants  are  for  the 
mod  part  healthy,  few  difeafes  being  epidemical  among  them  ; 
and  many  of  them  live  to  a  great  age.  An  example  of  uo- 
common  longevity  ocourred  fome  yeirs  ago,  of  a  man  in  the 
leiTer  ifland  of  Cumbray,  who  died  at  the  advanced  period  of 
io£»  The  difeafes  mod  common,  are  the  rheumatifm,  and 
what  is  called  the  baftard  peripneumony,  which  mofl  fre- 
quently  attacks  old  people.  Palfies  too,  fometimes  occur. 
And  here  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  all  the  different 
kinds  of  nervous  difeafes,  are  found  to  prevail  more  in  coun- 
tries iituntcd  upon  the  ihore,  titan  in  inland  parts.  Whether 
this  is  to  be  afcribed  to  fome  peculiar  quality  in  the  air,  that 
predifpofes  to  thefe  nervous  afTeftions,  there  being  no  mate- 
rial difference  in  the  manner  of  living,  the  writer  will  not 
take  upon  him  to  determine.  A  very  malignant  fpecies  of 
quin fy,  vulgarly  called  the  clofing,  in  fome  feafons,  provei 
fatal  to  children  of  between  3  and  5  years  of  age.  It  makes 
its  appearance  in  the  fpring  and  autumn,  and  baffles  every  re- 
medy. The  fmall-pox,  when  they  are  of  a  virulent  kir.d, 
carry  off  a  good  many  ;  and  hitherto,  all  efforts  to  introduce 
inoculation  have  failed.  No  arguments  can  overcome  the  ln- 
perflitious  opinions  of  the  people,  or  their  dread  of  the  po- 
pular  odium. 

Soiiy  Jlgriculturcy  Sec. — ^As  this  qur.rtcr  abounds  fo  inucli 
in  hills>  the  foil|  upon  the  whole,  mull  be  poor,  and  in  many 

phtjs 
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places  wet  and  fpringy :  but  to  this  general  defcription  there 
»re  exceptions  ;  and  there  might  be  flill  more,  were  any  juftice 
d  :>nc  to  the  land;  or  proper  attempts  made,  with  judgment 
and  perfevering  induftry,  to  overcome  or  alleviate  its  natu- 
ral difadvantages.     The  3  following  foils  are  the  moft  com-^' 
men  :  A  very  light,  dry,  fandy  foil,  with  a  mixture  of  good 
earth  ;  the  mofly ;  and  a  ftrong  tilly  clay.  Thefe  different  foils, 
point  out  to  the  intelligent  farmers,  what  method  of  cultiva*- 
tion  they  would  require.     It  is  agreed,  that  compoft  of  dung, 
earth,  and  lime,  would  fuit  the  firft  mentioned  foil  ;  and  that 
nrhen  laid  down  richly,  it  would  produce  excellent  crops  of 
clover  and  other  graffes  ;  yet  this  hath  never  been  fufficiently 
tried  :   and  until  of  late  years,  the  farmers  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  who  had  adopted  the  very  worft  praftice  of  the  old 
hulbandry,  remained   utterly  unacquainted  with   the  method' 
of  laying  down  land  in  this  manner.     However,  nature  lias 
done  a  great  deal  for  them  here,  by  affording  a  fpontaneous 
manure,  which  is  well  adapted  to  the  light  land,  and,  in  a 
great  meafure,  fuperfedes  the  neceffity  of  any  other,  and  that 
is  fea-weed,  which  is  thrown  in  in  fuch  vaft  quantities  by 
the  winter  gales,  that  the  people  have  only  to  be  at  the  pains 
to  lead  it  out  and  lay  it  upon  their  fields.     This  manure, 
from  its  hot  ftimulating  nature,  is  of  quick  operation,  and 
when  aidpd   by  a   moift   fummer,    and   refreflbing   (howers, 
throws  up  bountiful  crops.     For  many  years,  this  was  thtt 
only  manure  ufed  for  general  cultivation ;  and  it  was  applied 
to  all  foils  indifcriminately,  to  which  it  could  be  tranfported; 
and  where  this  was  not  practicable,  the  land  was  left  without 
any  other  means  of  improvement,  than  what  it  derived  fronx 
mere  reft ;  any  little  dung  made  upon  the  farm,  being  ufed 
for  raifing  potatoes  and   bear.     The  method   of  management 
for  the  outBcld  land  of  fuch  farms  as  lie  wIthoiK  the  reacU 
^  ica-weed,  is  to  let  it  reft  for  4  years  \  then  plough  it  for  9 

4  fcourging 
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feoarging  ctops  of  oato ;  then  let  it  fed  as  before ;  next  fuc^ 
«eed  the  2  ploughings;  and  fo  on,  in  this  rotation* 

For  the  other  %  foils  mentioned,  lime  is  certatnlj  exceed- 
ing proper  \  but  very  ftrong  prejudices  were  long  entertained 
^ainft  it.  When  the  pn^fent  incumbent  entered  to  his  charge, 
there  was  not  an  ounce  of  Itme  laid  i|pon  liMid  within  the 
parifh,  and  no  reafoQtng  could  prevail  with  the  farmers  tq 
txj  it ;  they  pleaded  their  ignorance  of  its  operation,  the  me- 
thod of  applying  it,  and  the  great  ezpenfe  attending  the  con« 
veyaace  of  it  from  a  diftant  kiln*  But,  whether  from  ob- 
ferring  the  great  advantages  arifing  from  it  in  neighbonring 
pariifaes,  where  it  hath  been  long  introduced,^  or  that  tbey 
are  fubje&ed  to  certain  regulations  by  the  late  leafes,  ox 
from  the  more  enterprifing  fpirit  of  fome  new  proprietors,  a 
snighty  change  has  taken  place  in  the  people's  ideas  with  re« 
gard  to  lia>e,  in  confequence  of  which,  vaft  quantities  of  it 
have  been  laid  upon  the  land  within  tbefe  3  years;  greater  in- 
deed, in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  parifh,  than  any 
other  within  the  county*  This  gives  ground  to  hope,  tlvit  a 
better  method  of  hu(bandry,  though  yet  in  its  infoncy,  will, 
in  a  few  years,  from  perfeverance,  and  the  influence  of  a 
laudable  example^  become  niore  general  *^ 

The 

«  The  prejudices  of  the  people,  arc  not  the  only  hinderance  to  the  progiefa 
«f  agricultural  improvements  in  this  parifh.  One  local  difadvantage  which  it 
labours  under,  muft  have  contributed  much  to  retard  them,  and  that  is,  that 
there  is  neither  coul  nor  Ume-ftone  to  be  found  within  itfelf,  though  pains  have 
been  taken  to  difc6Yer  them,  and  attempts  made  to  fink  pits  for  that  purpoTe. 
And  what  rendcn  the  only  expedient  for  fupplying  this  defedl,  more  embarraf. 
fing  is,  the  duty  upon  coals  carried  coaftways,  and  even  to  places  within  the 
prectndls  of  the  fame  port,  and  where  the  coal-works  are  fitaated.  This  hath 
diicouraged  farmers  from  bringing  lime-ftone  by  water,  froui  Arran,  and  the 
greater  Cumbray,  where  it  is  to  be  had  in  abundance,  becaufe,  though  it  might 
be  procured  from  thofe  places,  at  no  great  charge,  there  it  no  coal  to  bum  it 
withy  but  what  muft  be  fetched  at  an  extraordiosry  ezpcoTei    "She  barbaross 

policy 
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The  crops  chieflj  nifed  id  tiiis  piirifli«  are  oats  and  bear : 
the  quantity  produced  from  in  aere*  is  from  5  to  7  bolls.  In 
ftroog  dean  land,  flax  fupceeds  well,  and,  for  a  reafon  wbicli 
witt  hereafter  be  mentionedt  the  attention  of  the  people  hath 
been  much  turned  to  the  dultitration  of  this  plant,  and  great*- 
cr  fuaatittes  of  fla<  are  raifed  in  Kilbride,  than  in  any  neigh« 
i>ouring  diftrift  ;  it  is  tnoft  conimoaly  fown  after  potatoes. 
The  foil  being  pecnliarly  adapted  to  poutoes,  they  produce 
luxuriantly.  Wheat  is  feldom  ibwn  hete,  and  bo  attempts 
hitherto  made  to  introduce  it  into  genttal  pra&ice,  have  foc* 
ceeded  to  ezpe^tion;  Beans  and  peafe  azie  not  XBUch  culti- 
vated ;  for^  befides  that,  the  foil  in  moft  places  is  necjconed 
too  light  lor  them  ;  ta  a  climate  where  the  weather  and  fea- 
foQS  are  fo  iariablci  they  are,  not  without  reaf^,  confidered 
«5  a  hazardous  crop.  One  cJTcnmftanre,  which  ought  not  to 
be  omivtsd,  In  deforifaiiig  the  ftate  of  agriculture  in  this  pa- 
riA,  is;  the  iaaproved  tafte  fooae  proprieton  have  diCcovered, 
of  late,  in  the  couftmAing  of  (leadings,  or  fatoi-houfes,  up* 
on  tlietr  eftates :  in  place  of  the  old  dirty,  cold,  inconveaient 
huts,  the  tenants  are  now  accommodated  with  clean,  fubftan* 
tial,  weH  aired  habitations,  where  equal  atteoti^  hath  been 
paid  to  rural  elegance  and  conveniency. 

MemufaOmres  and  Fi/terifSi^^lt  bath   been  already  ob;^ 

ferved,  that  the  people  here,  ate  pattLculariy  attentive  to  the 
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policy  of  this  Usr,  mua  appetr  rvldeat  to  tmry  petAm ;  it  bath  'bttn  tht  death 
of  a^cislture,  whcreVer  its  baleliil  inflttence  hath  extended.  It  muft  give 
t^leafure  to  rverj  lover  of  his  country,  to  obferve,  that  it  is  now  becmne  ma  ob< 
jeA  of  attention  to  a  Tirtuoiu  Legiaataie,  who,  liftcnxng,  at  icngth,  to  the  mce 
iti  jalHce  and  huatnity,  have  judfed  it  espcdient  to  take  it  off.  In  this  evont, 
geatiemen,  whofe  eftates  are  iltoated  upon  the  Ihore,  will  be  induced  to  ere^ 
draw-kilns.  The  farmer  will  have  lime  afforded  him  at  a  moderate  rate.  A 
vigorous  cultivation  will  take  place.  The  quantity  of  grain  will  ke  incftaM, 
and  the  coantry  aflume  a  ntw  face.       * 


^1^  Stati/iical  Account 

raifing  of  flax.  The  reafon  of  this  is,  that  confideftUe  quia, 
tities  of  coarfe  linen  are  made  everj  year,  which  is  the  oolj 
fpecies  of  manufaAure  among  them,  cidrivated  to  aaj  extent. 
tt  employs  the  female  hands  during  mater*  aad  brings  a  coa-i 
fiderable  fum  into  the  (dace.     It  is  bleached  and  whitened  at 
home*  at  a  fmall  ezpenfe.     There  is  an  annual  market  tot  it, 
in  the  month  of  June,  where  it  is  bought  up  by  the  linen 
dealers  from  Glafgow  and  Paiflcy,  who  export  the  greateft 
part  of  it  to  the  Weft  Indies.     Near  7000  yards  of  doth^  of 
this  coarfe  f^ibric,  are  manufadured  yearly*  which  fells  at 
the  rate  of  from  is.  to  ijd.  the  yard.     At  the  medium  of 
i3J^d.  the  yard,  the  fam  produced,  will  amount  nearly  to 
389!.  zis.  8d. ;  which  fum,  divided  among  the  famaers  and 
houfekeepers,  enables  them  to  pay  off  their  domeftic  debts 
with  more  eafe  and  punduality.    Another  (mall  branch  of 
manufadure  ia  kelp,  of  which  about  10  tons  are  made,  up- 
on an  averagCi  yearly,  and  which  feUs  at  ^l.  and  jl.  the  ton. 
At  fome  former  period,  a  Ut-work  was  carried  on,  upon  the 
cftate  of  Hunterfton.    Several  old  mcil  remembered  to  have 
feen  the  ruins  of  a  building  upon  the  ihore,  that  had  been 
employed  in  the  work »  hot,  from  fome  unknown  caufe,  it 
was  given  up.     Of  late,  the  filk  and  cotton  branches  have 
been  introduced,  and  employ  a  competent  number  of  hands. 
From  this  cireumftance,  alid  the  attention  paid  to  the  making 
o(  linen,  the  number  of  weavers  muft  greatly  exceed  that  of 
any  other  clafs  of  mechaoicks.     Their   numbers  are,  linen 
weavers   17,  cotton   19,  filk  3.     The  other  handicraftfmen 
are,  joiners  2,  blackfmiths  3,  (hoemakers  2,  tailors  5. 

In  the  diftriSs  of  the  pariih,  fituated  upon  the  ihore,  filh- 
ing  was  purfued  to  an  extent  that  ought  not  to  be  overlook- 
ed in  this  account.  It  appears,  from  the  heft  information, 
that,  at  the  beginning  of  this  century,  upwards  of  30  boats, 
belonging  to  the  placci  were  employed  annually  in  the  her« 

,ring 
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TiBg  and  cod  fiOierj  ;  each  boat  had  4  men,  when  at  the  her* 
ring«fiihiog.  From  the  month  of  July  to  OAober,  they  were 
all  occupied  in  this  branch.  In  the  months  of  February  and 
March,  about  a  dozen  of  thefe  boats,  doubly  manned,  ftretch* 
ed  away  to  the  coafts  of  Galloway,  Ireland,  and  Cantire,  in 
fearch  of  cod,  ling,  aod  oyfters.  The  num(>er  of  men  em- 
ployed in  thefe  fifheries,  when  in  their  moft  flourifhbg  ftate^ 
could  liot  be  lefs  than  150 ;  and^  the  average  fum  acquired 
upon  them  both,  might  amount  to  about  600 1.  Sterling.  For 
ipany  years,  however,  this  trade  was  on  the  decline,  and  the 
few  boats  that  remained,  when  depopulation,  to  be  mention- 
ed in  the  fequel,  took  place,  were,  in  confequence  fupprefled  ; 
fince  that  time,  no  attention  has  been  paid  to  it,  and  the  art 
feems  npw  totally  loft, 

Rffity  Farms,  ficc. — ^The  real  rent  of  this  pariA,  is  2528 L 
Sterling.  There  are  about  40  farms  in  it,  which  let  from 
300L  to  36 1.  There  are  19  heritors,  of  which,  2  of  the 
greater,  and  8  of  the  leiTer,  are  non^refident.  The  number 
of  iheep  is  ^000  }  the  moft  qf  them  are  the  (maU  black-faced 
breed.  A  few  of  the  £ngU(h  breed  have  been  introduced, 
and  are  multiplying  faft.  The  wool  of  the  iheep,  whofe 
walk  is  upon  the  fhore,  is  of  a  finer  quality  than  that  of 
tbofe  who  graze  upon  the  hilly  grounds,  and  fells  for  at  leaft 
^  third  more.  The  iheep  upon  the  higher  walks  are  laid* 
with  tar,  thofe  upon  the  lower  are  not,  which,  perhaps,  may 
be  one  reafon  of  this  difference  in  the  pile  of  the  wool.  The 
average  quantity  of  wool  fold  off  the  different  walks,  is  a*  ^ 
bout  6.25  ilones  yearly.  .The  pafture  in  this  pariih,  is  re- 
markably favourable  for  feeding;  and  both. the  mutton  and 
beef  fattened  upon  it,  upon  account  of  their  fuperior  quality 
in  point  of  flavour  and  fweetnefs,  have  the  preference  in  every 
i^a^kct  where  they  are  ezpofed.    Of  black  cattle,  there  are 
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abimt  6ao :  Horfet  155 ;  of  which,  mthia  tbcfe  ti  je^cs^ 
the  breed'  is  mightily  iioprovcd  *• 

^«^«fii/ioii<— -According  |o  Dr.  Wd>ftofft»  Mpoc^t  the  po- 
puladon  in  XISS*  was  885.  From  a  pretty  accurace  aooount 
lately  taken  of  the  number  of  iohabitaatSy  it  appcara  lo  a- 
mount  to  698,  young  and  old.  The  average  number  of 
births»  for  the  laft  xo  yearSt  being  x8o  ;  of  marriages  50  ; 
of  deatha  loo.  There  is  not  the  fmalkft  doubt  that  dx  po* 
pulation  of  this  pafiiby  i^ras  much  greater  about  jp  years  ago, 
than  it  is  now.  The  many  veftiges  of  demoUihed  farm* 
houfes  to  be  fieen  in  dificrent  places^  and  the  reports  of  old 
men,  aflbcd  (nffident  proofs  of  depopMhRkm.  At  a  medinm 
talcolationi  there  are  100  families  fewer  now,  than  Saraaer- 
ly  ;  fo  that  reckoning  at  the  rate  of  6  to  a  family,  naakcs  the 
number  of  inhalHtants  to  have  decreafed  from  that  period,  no 
led  than  600  f  • 

Ecck/hfiwii 

*  For  fome  years  paft,  the  prices  of  labour  and  proYilions  have  been  gradnal- 
]y  increafing.  The  wages  of  an  artlft  have  rifen  from  i^d.«to  x8<L  atMl  ttdJ, 
aad  of  a  common  labourar  bom  xs.  to  X5d.  and  iSd.  zAj.  A  iwep,  which 
formerly  might  have  been  boi^ht  for  xos.,  now  brings  1691  and  aos.  A  laa^ 
cannot  now  be  pnrchtfed  for  mnch  below  the  old  price  of  a  fiieep.  Butter  has 
advanced  from  6d.  to^d.  and  ixd.  the  pound:  And  all  other  articles  in  pro- 
portion. The  caufe  of  tbis  rife  is  eafy  to  be  aiBgned,  from  the  rapid  iucreafe 
of  hwiry ;  the  diflereat  mod*  of  living  intiodncedi  into  e^ry  rank ;  the  great 
dtmaad  for  bands  to  be  employed  in  the  various  branches  of  manufadhires  ;  and, 
of  couxie,  the  vaft  influx  of  people  from  the  conntry  to  the  great  towns,  where 
they  immediately  find  work  and  good  encouragement,  which  nccelTarily  creates 
an  increafing  demand,  and  a  ready  market  for  every  article  of  life, 

t  The  xeafons  for  this,  may  be  here  afligned.  Abont  the  time  above  men- 
tionad,  fome  gentlemen  of  very  cnnfiderable  property  in  the  pazifli,  adcinxd  the 
idea  of  grazing,  as  being  better  fuited  to  the  foil  than  ploughing,  becsniiB,  ficom 
the  Ughtneis  of  it,  it  naturally  runs  into  grais :  In  confeqnencc,  whole  baronies 
and  large  tracks  of  land,  formerly  planted  thick  with  families,  wexv  thrown 
wafte,  to  make  way  for  this  new  aiode  of  management ;  and  aombexs  of  thefe 

fioull 
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Eedqfi^icmi  State,  Foor^  &c.«- About  a  yetra  sgo,  the 
numfler  obtsuned  an  ftogmeotadon  to  his  ftipcii^  of  3  chal^ 
ders  of  vi&ual,  aad  ao  1.  Scots  for  commnnioo  elemoits ;  (b 
that  the  wbol^  }iy'^tf  ^^ufi^^  of  the  gkbe»  which- is  a  verj 
(mall  oBe»  ameaiits  now  to  j  cbableri  of  neal,  %  of  bcar^ 

lanKihgew^ 

fmall  farms  being  conjoined,  continued  to  be  occupied  by  one  tenant,  while  the 
former  occnpters  ejedied  from  their  little  pofleiBotis,  were  obligod  to  temo^  to 
other  places  iti  qoeft  of  bread,  and  thus  cani^  away  finmi  thst  Wtoe  Ifaef 
were  bom,  and  flsaay  of  them  reared  to  inanboedi  the  fruits  of  their  l^bopHT 
and  their  numbers,  We  may  conceive  (eafons  exiftii)g  at  that  time,  which 
might  induce  proprietors  to  adopt  this  pira^ce.  The  principles  of  hufbandrj 
were  not  then  fo  well  underftood ;  proper  attended  could  not  therefore  be  paid 
to  the  hod,  to  work  and  manage  it  ib  as  to  render  it  duly  prodo^lve.  Thm 
farmerB*  in  thofe  times,  had  neither  the  induilry  nor  the  entermiing  ^lirit 
which  charadlerifes  their  iucccflen.  There  was  not  th^  fame  demand  for  the 
produce  of  a  farm,  which,  at  that  earlier  period,  did  not  bring  one-third  of  the 
price  it  does  now ;  confequently,  one  powerful  encouragement  to  agricultural 
exertions  was  wanting.    The  nuifter  had  his  reiit  paid  with  left  tioobk. 

But  all  thefe  leafoos  taken  together,  will  n^t  compenfiUc  tht  local  evils  pitM 
duced  by  this  mode  of  management :  For,  in  the  Jirfi  place,  it  introduced  ^ 
fpirit  of  engrofling  and  monopolizing  farms,  which,  as  it  diminiflies  the  popula- 
tion, has  ever  been  deemed  pernicious  to  the  interefts  of  a  country.  Secondly^ 
It  enriched  a  few  individuals,  at  the  expenfe  of  numbers,,  who  were  caft  out  of 
bread.  Tbitdiy^  It  gave  an  inunediate  check  to  the  pr^grda  of  agricoltorc* 
The  old  huibaadry,  even  with  all  its  defeAs^  was  better  than  none.  The  ob* 
]t(X  of  the  monopolizer,  being  to  re^  cattle  only,  he  paid  little  regard  to 
ploughing ;  of  courfe,  the  quantity  of  grain  was  diminiihed.  The  land  was  ne- 
glected and  ySextA  to  mn  into  a  ftate  of  abfohite  wildemefi;  fb  that  whole 
tracks  of  it  are  now  covered  with  furze ;  and,  from  ceftain  ftstions,  the  coon* 
try  prefents  nothing  to  the  eye,  but  the  bleak  appearance  of  a  foreft.  The  coiw 
fequence,  upon  the  whole,  has  been,  that  when,  in  other  places^  forming,  in 
its  prefent  improved  forms,  had  made  confiderable  advances,  in  this  pariih  it 
had  made  none,  tn  the  /o/f  place,  as  has  been  obferved  before,  it  gave  the  flniflU 
ing  hand  to  the  dflftnidboo  of  the  flibery.  Gentlemen,  it  would  appear,  are 
now  fenfible  of  thefir  evils,  at  leaft,  in  as  for  as  the  intcrets  of  agiicttUum  have 
been  affisded  by  them ;  and  it  fiiems  to  be  their  wilh  to  have  their  eitates  re<* 
peopled,  and  they  have  put  their  tenants  upon  fuch  a  footing,  by  the  late  leafeS| 
AS  to  make  it  tiieirinteieft  to  dear  and  cultivate  the  land;  from  which  the 
aioft  beneficial  efle^  may  be  ezpedied* 
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Uolilhgow  meafare,  and  410  L  Scots  ;  in  valoe,  wben  ric* 
toal  is  at  a  high  price,  about  I261.  Steriing.  The  Exrl  ofj 
Egliotoune  is  patron^  and  titular  of  the  tteods.  The  manfe 
if  but  an  indiiTerent  one  ;  and  though  k  l^as  received  repairs 
at  different  ttraes,  it  is  very  lit;tle  mendedt  bat  ftiU  remains 
a  fvioky  inconvenient  houfe.  It  is  fubjefted  to  a  grievance,  or, 
rather  a  curfe  which  attends  moS  xnanfes^  that  it  Hands  hard 
by  the  village*  and  pa^t  of  it  proje&s  into  the  cburch-jard. 
The  church  is  built  upon  a  very  bad  conftru&ton.  It  is  a 
long,  narrow,  uieaa  lodging  edifice ;  low  in  the  walls^  and 
deep  roofed.  There  are  few  difleaters  from  the  Eftabliibed 
Church,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  parilhiooers  ^  there 
being  only  about  jO  belonging  to  the  2  common  fefts  of  Se- 
eeders  and  Relief,  who  repair  to  their  feveral  meetings  in  the 
neighbouring  congregations. — As  a  proof  of  the  induftry,  and 
comfortable  fituation  of  the  inhabitantSf  in  general,  the  num- 
ber of  poor  is  fmall,  there  being  only  7,  at  prefent,  upon  the 
penfion  lift  of  the  parifh:  And,  what  is  much  to  ifs  cre- 
dit, there  are  no  wandering  beggars  belonging  to  it.  There 
is  not  an  inllance  in  the  recolleQion  of  any  one  living,  of  s 
fingle  pai^per  ftroUing  without  the  limits  of  the  place*  The 
Jtind  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor,  is  made  up  mofily  from 
the  coUeQions  at  the  church-doors.  Of  late,  it  hath  received 
aid  from  the  liberal  donations  of  fome  generous  individuals, 
to  whofe  bounty,  a  fiatiftical  hiilory,  ought  to  pay  the  juft 
tribute  of  encoipium. 

Antiquities^    Remarkable    Occurrences^    &c.<— This    article 

would  afford  abundant  matter  for  the  antiquary  and  inquifi- 

tive  naturalift  ;  but  we  mull  abridge  as  much  as  pof&ble.  We 

begin  with  the  iiland  of  Litile  Cumbray.     This  iiland  is  a- 

bout  a  mile  in  length,  and  half  a  mile  in  breadth.     It  lies  in 

the  parallel  dircftion  to  Bute,  from  S.  W,  to  N.  £•     The 

firatt 
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tlrata  of  the  rock  of  which  it  is  compofed,  are  diitm&Ij 
parked  by  nalorc.  Viewed  at  a  diftance,  they  feem  to  lie 
learly  horizootal ;  hot,  upon  a  nearer  approach,  they  appear 
Id  incline  to  an  angle  of  fome  elevation.  They  hegin  from 
the  water's  edge,  receding  backwards  from,  and  rifing  one  a« 
bove  another  to  the  top,  like  the  Heps  of  a  ftair.  Upon  the 
S.  fide,  are  a  few  dwelling-houfes,  and  an  old  Gothic  caftle, 
fituated  diredly  oppofite  to  another  of  the  fame  kind  upon 
the  main  land*  Concerning  the  antiquity  of  this  cafile,  no^ 
thing  can  now  be  learned,  and  no  date  or  infcription,  from 
which  it  might  be  afcertained,  has  ever  been  difcovered.  It 
feems  to  have  been  a  place  of  fome  ftrength.  It  is  furround* 
ed  by  a  rampart  and  a  foiTe,  over  which  has  been  a  draw-bridge. 
It  was  furprifed  and  burned  by  Cromwell's  foldiers.  The 
iihnd  was  then  in  the  pofTeilion  of  the  family  of  Eglintoune, 
which  it  has  continued  to  be  ever  fince*.  In  this  ifland,  are 
no  f^wex  than  7  caves  *. 

There  are  yet  to  be  feen,  the  ruins  of  a  very  ancient  chapel 
or  place  of  worihip,  faid  to  have  been  dedicated  to  Saint  Vey, 
who  lies  buried  near  itj  probably,  it  was  a  dependency  of  L 
Colm  Kill. 

Proceeding  to  the  main  land,  we  meet  with  another  old 
caftle,  called  Portincrofs,  diredly  oppoilte,  as  has  been  ob- 
Served,  to  the  one  upon  the  Little  Ifie.  Of  the  hiftory  of  this* 
^e  are  able  to  trace  almoft  as  little  as  the  other ;  but,  from 
its  appearance,  it  bears  viiible  marks  of  ^great  antiquity.     It 

{lands 

*  Two  of  them  only  arc  very  remarkable.  One  of  thefc,  is  a  fquare  room 
^  31  feet,  fo  high  in  the  roof,  that  a  pcrfon  may  Hand  upright,  and  feems  to 
^  the  work  of  art.  The  other,  which  is  the  largcft  of  the  whole,  penetrates 
*o  for,  as'  never  yet  to  have  been  explored.  The  certainty  of  meeting  with 
flimps  and  mephitick  air,  renders  fach  an  attempt  dangerous,  if  not  impradti- 
^»blc.  Conccnung  the  ufe  of  thcfe  caves,  tradition  conveys  nothing  certain, 
^  the  legeadary  ulcs  of  fuperftition  refpcdHng  them,  are  too  ridiculous  to 
^fcrre  notice. 
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Hittdt  ttpott  lodLS  fb  dofe  to  the  Am,  thftt  the  wtves  ddb  •- 
gsinft  its  deboed  walk,  ud  at  the  wrjr  eiiuaauc  of  tte  in* 
let  er  Gieek  that  forms  the  port.  It  fieens  to  hare  faeeo  a 
rojd  hunting  feat,  one  of  thofe  places  to  which  the  Court 
retired,  to  enjoy  the  divetfion  of  fiihiog  and  the  chufe  *• 

Hitherto,  no  (atisfying  acooom  has  been  given  of  die  oru 
gin  of  the  name  of  this  pkee.  In  Ae  comnaeb  haguage  of 
Ae  eoantrj,  it  b  called  Fencrob,  urtiich  is  jnft  a  cormpdoa 
of  its  ptfoper  ancient  name,  Portincrols ;  bat.  Sat  the  reafbo 
of  the  name,  we  have  onlj  oonjeftoie*  And,  iipoa  a  fob- 
jeft  fo  nncertab,  we  may  be  allowed  to  hazard  oik,  joft  ai 

cenaUe  as  any  odier^  in  the  nete  bdow  f; 

The 

^  Whit  lesds  to  this  conje^hxre,  is,  thtt  tliere  is  ftill  extant  in  the  poCef- 
fion  of  Kobtrt  Hunter,  Efq.  of  HnntcrSiOO,  m  cKvter  of  feilSn,  figncd  by  Ro- 
Hit  theSeeond,  at  das  caft&e,  in  the  1574,  heina  <^  4tk  ytxt  of  his  nigb, 
veftittf  the  luaily  of  Hnnteifton,  in  the  property  of  certain  parb  of  the  bnis 
of  Ardneel ;  and  to  which  deed,  the  names  of  feveral  nobles  who  attended  tbc 
King  in  that  ezcnxfion,  and  compoied  part  of  his  courts  are  oppen^ed  as  wit- 
nefles. 

f  The  pMaoPtory,  near  to  wUch,  dut  poit  tod  csftk  ise  fitvited,  is  Htx 
eitreme  point  of  land  directly  W.  from  Edinburgh.  To  this  day,  the  tndL  rt' 
n  line  of  road,  can  be  diftindUy  tractd  through  the  country,  leading  frooi  tb« 
capital  to  this  port.  From  this  circumftaoce,  as  well  as  from  the  very  name, 
^e  conclude  it  mnft  ha^  been  a  place  of  fliae  confequence.  In'  th^  barbu- 
eoi  mnd  temeto  ttmei,  tfiere  coidd  be  no  trade  caniod  on  iaitt  togWe  itthit 
twrftfrfrf  Nether  can -it  be  imagined,  there  was  fo  much  communic&tio:. 
I^wecn  the  Highlands  and  the  main  land,  as  that  this  place  might  be  con- 
verted  into  a  mere  ferry  port,  for  the  convenicncy  of  paflengers,  who,  we  may 
believe,  would  hardly  be  induced,  either  from  prdfit  or  6triofity,  to  vifit  th«t> 
ittholliittblc  regions. 

The  moft  probable  account,  therefore^  of  the  matter,  Ibems  to  be,  that  thi: 
WW  the  place  where  they  took  boat  to  go  over  to  the  celebrated  monaftery  of 
|b  Cplm  Kill,  the  moft  ancient  foundation  of  the  kind  in'  Scotland,  and  which, 
it -is  well  known,  was,  for  many  ages,  the  burial-place  of  our  Scottifh  fimp. 
And,  aa  this  monafteiy  was  eftabliihed  loi^;  before  any  other  in  this  couotry,  it 
nay  be  fi^pofied,  that,  in  that  period  of  the  gloomy  riiign  of  fUperftittoh,  msay 
pilgtimftgot  tvere  made  to  it.    Hence,  the  xuime  PorttncroU,  being  %  componnd 

of 
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irht  next  objeft  of  attention  in  this  quarter,  is  the  preci- 

]MCO  oalied  Atdncd  Bank^  which  lies  a  littk  to  the  north- 
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<$f  Portus  tnd  Cracis;  becBufe,  from  this  port,  Was  tlie  neareft  and  moft  dtredl 
pftfla^  over  to  the  royal  cemetery,  and  from  it  too,  the  pious  travellers  took 
tlieir  departtire  to  do  penaance,  or  make  their  oflferings  at  thcf  facred  place. 
What  conoboratos  this  conje^ure  ibmewhat,  it,  thai  at  Lochranfa  in  the  N* 
end  of  Arran,  there  is  an  old  caftle,  where,  tradition  reports^  the  companies 
paffing  to  the  weltern  iflei,  (whether  thefe  funeral  and  pilgrimage  proceflions,  i^ 
uncertain),  were  wont  to  flop  and  refreih ;  and  then,  as  may  be  concluded,  crof. 
fing  over  the  narrow  Bthmus  of  Cantire,  and  again  taking  boat,  after  failing 
throagh  the  ibond  between  Iflay  and  Jura,  were  immediately  at  Jdna,  the  ob- 
je^  of  their  deftination.  This  port  and  caftle  hate  become  ftill  more  remark- 
able, from  an  occurrence  that  happened  near  them,  and  which  dcferves  to  be 
taken  notice  of  here,  namely,  the  lofs  of  one  of  the  Spanish  Ihips,  that  com- 
pel the  famous  Armada^  intended  for  the  conqneft  of  England,  in  the  year 
<5SS,  in  confequence  of  their  difpecfion  by  a  ftorm,  after  the  adlion  with  the 
£agliib  fleet.  She  funk  in  about  xo  fathom  water,  at  no  great  diftance  from 
tlie  (bore.  It  is  difficult  to  affign  a  reafon  for  the  accident ;  the  probability  is,* 
that  coming  up  the  Frith,  with  eafy  weather,  and  all  fail  up,  and  ports  open, 
a  fodden  gufk  from  the  land,  which  eften  happens  in  narrow  feas,  had  orerfet 
her.  An  attempt  was  made,  fome  more  than  50  years  ago,  by  means  of  a 
diving  machine,  to  examine  her  fituation,  and  whether  it  was  poflible  to  weigh 
her  np,  or  to  recover  what  was  moft  valuable  belonging  to  her.  The  diver  re* 
|>orted,  that  from  the  fise  of  her  guns,  fhe  appeared  to  have  been  a  capital  (hip; 
and  a  veiy  large  cheft  was  perceited  fixed  upon  deck.  The  operation  fncceed- 
ed  fb  far,  that  fbme  fine  bfals  gons  were  brought  up,*  aind  a  fmaller  iron  one,* 
which  ftill  lies  upon  the  beach.  This  piece  of  ordnance,  has  undergone  many 
iofpecUonSf  and  various  opinions  have  been  formed  about  the  weight  of  its  (hot. 
To  judge  from  the  caliber  of  it,  in  its  prefent  corroded  ftatc,  it  feems  to  have 
been  a  14  or  16  pounder.  A  fecond  attempt  ^as  to  have  been  mad^,  with  i 
new  anymore  complete  apparatus,  wKen^  it  is  probable,  much  more  of  the 
wreck  would  have  been  recovered,  but  the  death  of  one  of  the  undertakers, 
unfortunately  put  an  end  to  the  fcheme. 

Within  the  very  fame  place  where  the  Sptniih  ftiip  Went  down,  t  fine  veflet 
lelongiag  to  Glafgow,  the  richeft  that  ever  was  fitted  out  from  this  country^ 
•nd  the  property  of  Clasfbrd  and  Company,  was  alfu  loft,  in  the  fpring  of  the 
year  f  770.  This  dtfafler  Was  occaflooed,  not  by  ftrefs  of  weather^  but  tbionglr 
fhe  inadvertency  of  the  (hip's  company,  in  allowing  the  vefTel  to  drift  too  far 
in  during  night,  ere  the  light*houfe  was  perceived,  and  ia  endeavouring  to  pu| 
Iber  about^  (he  mifled  ftays,  and  went  upon  the  recks. 
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ward  of  Portincrdis,  tnd  forma  the  promootoij  or  caMtaid 
point  of  land  above  mentioned.  The  name  is  of  Gaelic  ori^ 
ginaly  and  fignifies  a  high  point,  or  NeePs  high  point.  It  is 
truly  a  noble  precipice.  A  fmall  plain  is  inteijefted  between 
it  and  the  water^s  e<}ge,  from  which  it  rifes  abniptlj  to  the 
height  of  more  than  130  feet  perpendicular.  As  we  ap- 
proach it  vpon  the  S.  fide,  we  meet  with  a  vaft  mound  of 
curious  heterof^eneous  matter,  which,  if  there  was  any  veftige 
of  a  crater  nigh  it,  one  might  be  ready  to  pronounce  of  the 
Tolcanic  kind.  But  as  there  is  every  xeaSaa  to  conclode, 
that,  not  only  the  plain  between  the  precipice  and  the  water, 
but  the  inland  valley  which  runs  along  the  back  Of  it,  have 
been  once  occupied  by  the  iea,  and  the  precipice  kfelf  form« 
cd  into  an  ifiand,  another  theory  occurs,  namely,  that  this 
moottd  has^  at  fome  period,  been  thrown  up  by  the  influx 
and  eddy  of  the  tide,  and  muft  have  been  coUefting  there  for 
ages  V  but  being  at  lad  left  dry  by  the  retiring  of  the  fea, 
through  length  of  time  it  is  Qoniblidated  into  a  firm  corn- 
palled  maCs.  As  we  advance,  the  rock,  compoTed  of  differ- 
ent kinds  of  ilone,  grows  more  fteep  and  elevated.  At  bot« 
torn,  it  is  finely  ikirted  with  natural  (hrubbery ;  farther  up,  its 
aged  front  is  adorned  with  an  endlefs  variety  of  plants,  fuch 
as  boar^hound,  wild  thyme,  capillus  veneris.  Sec.  Toward 
the  fummit,  it  is  lined  with  a  thick  covering  of  mofs,  which 
gives  it  a  very  venerable  and  grotefque  appearance ;  Md  here, 
the  whole  terminates  in  3  didiaft  cliffs,  whichi  froin  their 
exa&  fimilarity  in  figure  and  altitude,  have,  time  immemorial,  | 
obtained  the  appellation  of  the  Three  Sifters.  In  thb  fequef-  | 
tered  fcene,  where  there  is  fo  much  of  the  grand  and  the  | 
beautiful,  a  perfon  given  to  contemplation,  and  who  loves  io* 
litudci  may  enjoy  a  walk  to  great  advantage  }  he  will  have 
an  opportunity  of  tracing  nature^  in  fome  of  her  more  ftrik<k 
ing  features  of  awfulnefs  and  maje(ly« 

ThiJ 
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This  parilfa,  it  hath  been  obrerved  before,  abounds  with 
liills ;  it  may  indeed  be  called  a  fjftem  of  them.  The  names 
of  fome  of  them  are  Qaelic.  The  mod  remarkable  are,  the 
Tarbet  hill,  the  Law,  the  Anld  hill,  and  the  Comb  or  Gamb, 
which  figntfies  crooked.  They  have  all  been  ufed  as  fignal 
pofts  in  the  times  of  the  Danifh  invafions.  By  fires  from 
their  tops,  the  alarm  was  foon  giren  of  the  appearance  of  an 
enemy.  Upon  the  Auld  hill,  there  are  the  remains  of  a  dr* 
cnlar  building,  which,  it  is  likely,  was  occupied  as  a  wafech 
tower.  At  the  foot  of  the  iecond,  ftands  another  Gothic 
caflle,  which  takes  its  name  from  the  hill,  the  Law,  it  is  one 
of  the  completed  of  the  kind  to  be  feen  any  where.  It-  was 
formedy  one  of  the  feats  of  the  Kilmarnock  fanuly,  who  had 
large  pofleffions  in  tjiis  part  of  the  country  j  but  at  what  time 
at  was  built,  no  account  can  be  given  ;  but  from  its  appear- 
ance, it  mull  be  much  more  modern,  .than  any  of  the  other 
two  already  de&ribed*  The  laft  mentioned  hill,  is  famed  for 
affording  fine  miUllones,  compofed  of  a  fort  of  coarfe  granite, 
and  are  of  an  uncommonly  hard  and  durable  quality.  Thefe 
jnillftones  are  in  fuch  high  repute,  as  to  be  demanded  from 
places  at  the  diftance  of  80  miles  ;  they  are  difperfed  through 
the  Highlands  and  illands,  and  fome  of  them  exported  to  Ire- 
land, to  America,  and  the  Weft  Indies. 

There  are  no  rivers  in  this  pariA,  but  a  number  of  fmaller 
fireams  or  bums,  which,  after  heavy  rains,  fometimes  come 
down  in  vaft  torrents  from  the  hills.  One  of  thefe,  near  the 
northern  bobndary  of  the  parifh,  taking  its  courfe  through  a 
romantic  glen,  called  the  Glen  of  fiouthannan,  is  remarkable 
for  a  ferics  of  beautiful  catarads,  which  diminifh  gradually 
as  the  ftream  approaches  the  fea.  The  largeft  of  thefe  falls 
at  the  head  of  the  glen,  is  indeed  a  finking  piece  of  nature's 
work.  The  whole  dream  ifluing  with  a  rapid  current  from 
|>etwecn  a  high  hills,  precipitates  over  a  rock  from  the  height 
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of  50  feet,  into  a  doep  and  twfol  chain,  the  bottom  of  which, 
is  formed  into  a  capacious  fphere,  at  if  it  had  bceo  hollowed 
out  with  a  chiColt  ^nd  refemblmg  a  bafoo  tumble^  upoo  its 
fide }  over  it,  the  rod^t  at  top,  prqjeft  with  threateoiTig  ma^ 
jefty.  The  wildoefs  of  the  fcene  is  much  increaied  bj  the 
fine  natural  woo»d  that  eocirdes  the  abjfs,  wheiv  the  oak,  the 
hade,  the  birch,  (eem  to  vie  with  each  other,  in  difplajiog 
their  mingled  verdure. 

Near  to  thi9  fpot,  are  the  ruios  cf  the  fine  houfe  of  Sooth- 
annan,  forpi^ rly  the  refidence  of  the  family  of  Seoaple,  now 
the  property  of  my  Lord  £g)iotoane.  It  ia  built  in  the  Ita- 
lian tafte ;  a  Lord  Semple,  who  refided  fome  time  in  Italy,  in 
the  reigo  of  James  the  Si^th,  brought  the  model  of  tt  from 
that  country,  A  beautiful  green  hill,  of  a  (ecaadary  older 
to  the  Comb,  but  attached  to  it,  rifes  with  a  bold  and  fuddeo 
iwell  behind  the  houfe,  from  thence  we  look  down  upon  the 
difiaantled  fabrick  of  a  once  (pleodid  dwelling,  hiding,  as  it 
were,  its  deformity,  among  a  number  of  very  fine  old  elms, 
beeches,  and  sjhes,  wbofe  venerable  boughs,  now  bending  to 
the  earth,  befpeak  their  age ;  and  over  the  tops  of  the  trees 
and  the  ruins,  an  expanded  (beet  of  water,  which  at  full  ica, 
feems  .  tp  come  in  contad  with  them*  Viewed  from  this 
point,  the  kndlcape  is  abundantly  charming  and  diverfified. 
A  f«w  paces  in  front,  are  the  renaains  of  a  fn>aU  chapel  j  (he 
font  yet  entire. 


Eminent  Afiriy.— Dr.  Robert  Simpfon,  late  profc0br  of 
thematics  in  the  Univeriity  of  Glafgow,  wbofe  celebrity  in 
bis  profcffion,  reflects  honour  upon  the  fpot  that  gave  him 
birth,  was  a  native  of  this  place.  He  long  enjoyed  a  pretty 
confiderable  eftate  in  it,  which  he  inherited  froni  his  anceftors, 
|)ut  which  is  now,  by  porchafe,  gone  out  of  the  family,  into 
the  hands  of  another  proprietor.    In  this  obfcure  retreat,  he 

fpent 
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rpent  the  firfi  Tears  of  hb  life,  a  period,  he  often  recolle&ed 
with  pleafure.  At  Glafgow,  be  received  the  rudiments  of 
that  knowledge,  which  afterward  railed  him  to  fo  much  emi« 
nence  among  men  of  letters.  In  his  Euclid,  bis  Conic»Sec« 
tioas,  and  other  mathematical  works,  he  has  left  a  monument 
of  genius  and  inielledual  ability. 


■    -  ■■         aere  perenniua 

Quod  non  imber  edax,  oon  impotens  aquilo 
FoOit  diruere,  aut  inaumerabilis 
Anaorum  (eries,  et  fuga  temporuio* 

CharaRtr  of  the  Fi^le^  Manmerif  Sfcc-^lt  maj  well  bo 
accounted  a  fortunate  circumftance  for  the  inhabitants  of  thia 
plaoe^  that  their  fequeftered  fituation  has  hitherto  lecured 
them  from  the  incroaching  influence  of  that  corruption,  which 
in  other  places  of  more  bufineiJs  and  refort,  has  produced  fo 
great  a  change  in  the  morab  of  the  people.  They,  on  the 
contrarjt  have  uniformlj  fupported  a  chara&er  for  induflry, 
fobriety,  and  decent  condufi.  The  oldeft  man  living,  does 
not  recollect  an  inftance  of  one  convicted  of  a  capital  crime. 
Their  feftive  meetings  are  conduced  with  much  cheerfulnefs 
and  rural  gaiety,  but  without  riot.  Their  puoduality  in 
paying  their  debts,  at  two  terms  in  the  year,  is  now  grown 
into  local  ufage.  They  are  uncommonly  regular  in  their  at* 
tendance  upon  public  worfliip ;  and  at  church,  exhibit  a  very 
decent  appearance,  from  the  neatnefs  of  their  drefs,  and  at* 
tention  to  the  facred  fervice.  In  their  behaviour,  efpeciallj 
to  their  fuperiors,  and  to  llraogers,  there  is  an  affability  and 
difcretson,  that  diftinguiflies  it  remarkably  from  the  ncxorofe 
and  fuUen  rufticity  of  fome  of  the  more  inland  peafants.  In 
fine,  in  their  labours,  their  amufements,  and  the  general  te-* 
por  0f  their  cpnverfation,  one  may  readily  recognife  tfie  hap« 

pinefs, 
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pinc&,  cootentment,  and  comfortable  independeiice,  of  mn  fio« 
neft  and  peaceable  people. 

The  men  are«  in  their  ftature,  generally  above  the  middle 
fize,  ftout  and  well  made,  and  make  hardy  hixfliandmen  and 
failors.  And  this  leads  us  to  obferve^  that  perhaps  no  coon* 
txj  pariih  in  Scotland,  has  af  orded  fo  many  men  to  the  fea, 
«s  Welt  Kilbride.  From  a  calculation  made  in  the  year  1782, 
at  appeared  that  upwards  of  63  men  were  employed  in  the 
fervice  of  the  Nary,  or  aboard  trading  yfffels,  and  fo|Be  of  I 
them  were  in  every  great  adion  fought  at  fea,  during  the  late 
war.  At  prefent,  the  number  is  confiderably  lefs,  upon  ac-  ! 
count  of  the  great  encouragement,  of  late  years,  held  out  to 
jnanufo&arers,  which  induced  many  young  men,  who  would 
otherwife  have  gone  to  fea,  to  become  weavers ;  the  wages 
and  pay  of  a  feaman,  being  fo  much  below  what  can  eafily 
be  earned  by  the  commonett  manufafturer.  What  a  pity  is 
it,  that  thefe  brave  and  ufefiil  men,  from  whole  toils  and 
dangers,  their  country  acquires  fo  much  wealth  and  glory, 
are  not  more  adequately  rewarded  !  This  change  in  the  incli- 
nations of  the  young  men,  which  determines  them  to  prefer 
the  manufafturing  to  the  feafaring  line,  may  indeed  be  more 
gainful  to  individuals,  but,  in  a  moral  view,  promifes  no  ad- 
vantage to  the  community  \  as  there  i^  fome  reafon  to  dread, 
that  the  ingenious,  frank,  and  manly  charader  of  the  ur, 
may,  in  time,  give  place  to  the  petulance  aud  eficminacy,  the 
turbulent,  fadious,  and  fanatical  fpirit,  which  experience  has 
proved  to  be  but  too  generally  attached  to  people  who  follow 
the  more  domeftic  occupations. 

Concluding  Ob/irvations.'~''We  already  took  notice,  that 
one  capital  hinderance  to  the  progrefs  of  agricultural  improve- 
ments, in  this  part  of  the  country,  is  the  duty  on  coals ;  the 
sepealiisg  of  this  duty,  thereforci  will  he  a  moft  produdtvc 

mean 
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of  promoting  thofe  improvements.  It  will  fiicilitate 
the  procuring  of  lime»  without  which,  nothing  effedual  can 
be  done  ;  tnd  when  joined  to  the  additional  advantage  of  an 
excellent  road«  which  the  people  now  enjoy,  the  great  road 
leading  from  Greenock  to  Port-Patrick,  pai£ng  through  the 
whole  length  of  the  pariih,  will  give  a  fpirit  to  the  exertions 
of  the  hnibandman  hitherto  unknown.  It  will  fecure  the  good 
effcft  of  the  example  of  thofe  more  indufirious  and  enter- 
prifing  farmers,  who  have  already  done  a  great  deal,  under 
all  the  diladvantages  of  driving  lime  from  a  diftance.  And 
it  will  render  the  more  lazy  and  obflinate  ones  inexcufablcr 
when  every  caufe  of  complaint,  arifing  from  the  great  ex- 
penfe  of  this  article  (haU  be  removed  *•    Thb  meafore  may 

likewife 

*  Another  thiog  of  great  unporttnce  to  be  atteaded  to  is,  the  reviving  and 

rcikoring  the  fiflieries.    As  fanning  and  filhing  cannot  conveniently  and  ef- 

fednalij  be  carried  on  together,  the  laft  ought  to  be  put  upon  fuch  a  footing, 

and  foch  encouragement  given,  as  to  render  it  worth  any  perfon's  while  to  pur- 

fue  it  as  a  feparate  branch.    In  order  to  this,  it  is  abColutely  reqoifite  to  have 

ibme  piofer  itation,  to  which  boats  may  have  eafy  acceis  upon  all  occafioni, 

and  may  lie  in  fafety ;  and  alfo  proper  habitations  lor  the  accommodation  of 

the  fifhen  and  their  families.    Upon  a  bleak  and  open  coaft,  fuch  as  this  is,  and 

where  there  is  fo  much  foul  ground,  a  ftable  and  regular  filhing  can  never  take 

place  without  thefe  proviiions.    Hitherto,  this  (bore  has' afforded  nothing  of  the 

kind.    The  port  of  PortincroGi  does  not  anfwer  the  purpofe,  the  entrance  of  it 

is  fo  environed  with  recks,  that  boats  can  only  take  it  in  eafy  weather,  and  they 

muft  be  drawn  up  without  the  reach  of  an  impetuous  furge  which  drives  in 

with  every  gale.    A  little  to  the  northward  of  the  old  port,  between  it  and  a 

place  call^  the  Thioughlet,  the  entrance  to  the  precipice  above  defcribed, 

nature  points  out  a  fpot«  which,  by  the  hand  of  art  and  induftry,  might  be 

formed  into  an  excellent  filhing  ftation.    There  is  a  fine  natural  inlet,  upon 

which  there  is  always  fufficient  depth  of  water,  and  which  could  be  eafily 

widened  to  the  defign ;  within,  a  fpacious  bafon  might  be  fcooped  out,  where 

heats  and  fmacks  of  all  dimenfions  might  enter  and  lie  in  the  moft  perfe<5t  fe- 

curity  in  all  weathers.    Around  this  place,  is  a  great  deal  of  barren  land,  which 

at  prefent  yields  nothing  but  indifferent  pafture.    This  might  be  profitably  laid 

tat  in  (leadings  and  gardens  fer  the  convenience  of  thofe  employed  ia  the  fiflu 

ing. 

a 
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likewife  be  of  great  bendit  to  fome  propnetors,  io  uoAcr 
refpeAy  as  it  will  probablj  induce  them  to  ereft  lklt-work:», 
a  branch  of  roanufaQure  that  might  be  purfacd  here  with 
profit ;  as  this  part  of  the  Frith,  being  not  liable  to  be  af« 
feded  with  freflies  from  large  rirers,  the  water,  £riom  its 
flroog  marine  impregnationt  promifes  to  be  pfodoAivc 


NUM. 


ing.  The  eseciitioii  of  thu  fclMflM,  no  dUnibt*  wonld  be  attended  iridi  eea* 
fidenble  expenfc ;  bat  if  it  ii  pndtcable,  what  cut  men  of  property  do  with 
their  money  that  is  better  ?  aie  they  not  to  be  blamed  for  ntgltSang  aDder" 
takinsi,  where  they  mifht  lay  it  oat  with  advantage,  and  do  cflentiai  fcrrioe 
to  their  country  \ 

If  fUhing  wu  confidered  u  an  objc^  80  yean  ago,  when  the  price  of  fift  of 
all  kinds  was  low ;  and  eren  onder  all  the  difadvantages  aiifing  from  the  want 
of  a  convenient  harbour :  nmch  more  would  it  be  an  objed  now,  when  the 
prices  are  adTaoced  in  a  four,  ^  and  tenfold  proportion,  and  when  every  en> 
courageoient  was  giyen  that  the  aatare  of  the  baincis  reqwns. 
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iNUMBER  XXXII. 
PARISH  OP  kiRKMICHAEL; 


(Coui^TT  OF  Bakitf,  Synod   of  Moray;  F&£i^BtT£&T  ^i 
Aberitetht.) 


By  tie  Rfv.  Mr.  JoHi^  Grakt; 


Namti  Extent^  Surface^  Sec. 

TN  Monki(h  hiflory,  this  parifh  derives  its  ecclefiaftic  name 
-'*  from  St.  Michael,  to  whom  the  chapel,  where  tiow  the 
kirk  (laads,  was  anciently  dedicated.  If  this  account  be 
trucj  it  xtiaj  be  obfervcd,  that  the  tutelary  patreo,  ever  fince 
the  period  of  his  eleftion,  has  paid  little  regard  to  the  mo*^ 
ralitjr  of  his  clients.  In  the  Gaelic,  the  vernacular  idiomj 
it  is  called  Strath-athi-f  hin,  from  '^  Strath,"  a  dale,  «<  ath," 
a  ford,  and  *'  Fin,"  the  hero  Fingal,  fo  highlj  celebrated  in 
the  Poems  of  Offian.  It  is  generally  Written  Strath-avan, 
avan  being  the  appellative  for  a  river  ;  but  the  former  ety- 
mon approaches  much  nearer  to  the  provincial  pronuncia* 
Vol.  XII.  3  H  tioft* 
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tlon.    tl  is  farther  coofirmed  by  a  ftanza,  which  is  ftili  rc^ 
cited  by  the  old  people  of  the  ooontij. 

Cbaidh  no  bheans  bhatha% 
Ain  uifg  ath-f  bin,  nan  clachan  iieamhaia  % 
*S  bbo  cbaidh  mo  bbeans*  bbatha% 
Bbairoieid  ath-f  bin,  ainm  an  ambuiB* 

^*  On  the  limpid  water  of  the  flipperj  ftones,  has  Bay  wife 
been  drowned,  and  fince  mj  wife  has  there  been  drowned, 
henceforth  its  name  fhall  be  the  water  of  ]^ingaL"  It  is  the 
tradition  of  the  country,  that  in  one  of  FingaPs  ezcnrfioos, 
in  purfuit  of  the  deer  of  the  mountains,  after  baring  crofied 
the  river,  he  was  foUawed  by  his  wife,  who  being  carried 
down  by  the  violence  of  the  ftream,  funk,  and  was  drowned* 
To  commemorate  this  melancholy  event,  in  which  the  hero 
was  tenderly  interefted,  he  uttered  the  above  ftanza.  Since 
that  period,  the  water,  which  was  formerly  called  An-ui^re- 
geal,  or  the  White  Water,  in  allnfion  to  its  tranfparency,  af« 
fumed  by  an  eafy  tranfition,  the  name  of  the  ford  or  river  of 
FingaL 

The  pariih  of  Kirkmicbael*  is  divided  into  xo  little  dtf- 

triOsb 

*  It  is  prcfumable,  from  its  clefolated  fituation,  \ht  natural  barriers  6y  whicb 
it  is  feptrated  from  the  circumjacent  conhtries,  the  detached  hills,  and  numer- 
ous itreams,  by  which  it  is  intercepted,  that  the  pariih  of  Kiikmichael  has  not 
been  inhabited  till  of  a  late  period.  Several  old  people,  now  alive,  remember 
the  firft  culture  of  a  fpace  of  ground  within  its  precindls,  that  may  contain,  at 
prefent,  a  tenth  part  of  the  Whole  population.  To  this  circumftance,  and  the 
coldnefs  of  the  cUmate,  it  has  been  owing,  that  the  pofleffion  of  the  property 
has  undergone  fo  few  changes.  The  firft  proprietor,  as  far  as  can  be  traced 
back  by  the  light  of  authentic  records,  fecms  to  have  been  Macdufft  Thane  of 
fife.  In  a  charter,  where  he  makes  a  gift  of  the  contiguous  parUh  of  Inver- 
ivcn,  if  is  faid,  **  Malcolmus  de  Fife,  falutem.  Sciant  pracfentes,  me  deditft, 
01  hac  carta  confinaiifle,  Deo  et  Epifcopo  Moratienfi,  ecclefiam  beati  Peteri  de 

Inwaven, 
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tri&s,  called  Davochs  *•  Several  anticjuaries  have  miftaken 
the  etymon  of  D^voch  ;  but  the  word  is  evidently  derived 
from  Daimh,  oxen,  and  Ach,  field.  In  its  original  accepta- 
tion, it  imports  as  much  land  as  can  be  ploughed  by  8  oxen. 
In  the  Regiam  Majeftatem,  it  is  clearly  defined  f. 

3  H  a  This 

Inveraven,  quam  Brlclas  tenuit,  c^  Cum  omni  parocbia  totius  Stratkaven,  cum 
decimis  et  oblationibus,  in  pcrpetuam  Eleemofynam."  This  gift  was  made  in 
the  13th  century  ;  and,  upon  the  decline  of  the  ancient  family  of  Macduff,  the 
property  vras  transferred  to  Aksander  Stewart,  Earl  of  3uchan,  of  the  Royal 
Family.  In  148^,  Sir  Walter  Stewart,  grandfon  of  the  Earl  of  Buchan,  in 
the  iUegitimate  lio^^  refigned  it  to  King  James  the  IIL  By  King  James  tha 
III.,  it  was  given  to  the  ^rl  of  ^untly.  In  X492»  this  gift  is  confirmed  by 
King  James  the  IV.,  in  favour  of  Alexander,  Lord  v  Gordon,  Mafter  of  Huntly. 
This  nobler  faouly  have  continued  the  proprietors  of  the  parilh  of  Kirkmicbael 
^▼er  fince.  So  that  duripg  a  period  of  near  50*  years,  the  obfervation  of  a 
Greek  ppet,  jufti^ed  by  general  ei^rience,  upon  the  flu^i^ations  of  p^opexty» 
caA  fcarcely  be  applied  to  this  diftridt. 

Ayf9$  Ax»'futftia  ytfo/utf  won,  Mm  2i  Hmmrm 
Km  wmXt9  f(  Mn^ir,  fint*/***  ft  *ftf*h 

*  One  of  thefe  belongs  to  that  lefpedlable  charadfcer,  Sir  James  Grant ;  tha 
other  9  are  the  property  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  a  nobleman  not 
more  diftinguiihed  by  hiif  great  and  opulent  fortune,  than  for  the  antiquity  of 
his  family,  his  Cplendid  hofpitality,  his  patriotifm  and  humanity.  What  the 
poet  Buchanan  applied  to  one  of  his  anceftors,  may,  with  equal  propriety,  fub- 
jlituting  the  paft  for  the  prefent,  be  applied  to' his  Grace  : 

Dives  opum,  luzuque  carens,  domus  hofpita  cundlis. 
Pacts  amans  pe^us,  fortis  ad  arma  manus. 

It  is  obferved  by  an  eminent  hillorian,  that  Charges  V.,  was  not  more  c<m-, 
(ptcttous  ibr  his  own  good  fienfe,  than  for  that  proof  which  he  exhibited  of  it,  in 
the  choice  of  his  miniftry.  This  obfervation  will  apply  to  his  Grace,  in  iu  foil 
latitude ;  as  the  gentlemen,  to  whom  his  Grace  has  intrufted  the  management 
of  Ins  bttfinefs  have  acquired  an  eftcem,  to  which  candour,  integrity,  and  af- 
fability have  juftly  entitled  them^  In  this  character  Mr.  Tod  is  too  well  known 
to  require  the  feeble  panegyric  of  the  writer  of  this  Statiltical  Account. 

f  **  Davata,**  (ays  that  writer,  "  apud  prifcos  Scotos,  quod  continet  quatuor 
aratra  terite,  quorum  unumquodque  trahitur  0^0  bobus.  Alii  quatuor  aratra  du- 

pUcia 
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This  parlfli  lies  at  the  weHern  eztremitj  of  the  oowaiy  of 
3anff,  from  which  it  is  difiant  between  30  and  40  computed 
sniles.  On  every  fide,  there  are  natural  barriers  which  fe- 
parate  it  from  the  fiirrounding  countries  \  from  the  parifh.  of 
*Stratb-don,  toward  the  S.,  by  Leach!-rohic-ghoihb,  the  de- 
clivity of  the  fmith's  fon ;  (rom  the  pari(h  of  Gromdale  to- 
ward the  N.  by  Beinn  Chromdal,  die  hill  of  the  wiodiag 
dale.  Thefe  are  two  long  branches  of  hills,  that,  running  in 
an  cafterly  direftiony  projed  from  the  northern  trunk  of  the 
prampian  mountabs  f  •  From  the  pariih  of  Abemethy  to* 
ward  the  W.,  it  is  feparated  by  moors  and  hillsp  that  conne£fc 
Cromdale  hill  with  Glenavon  ;  from  the  pariih  of  Inveravan, 
by  moors,  and  hills,  and  narrow  defiles.  The  length  be- 
tween the  extreme  points  that  are  habitable,  may  be  about 
10  computed  miles.  The  breadth  is  unequal.'  Where  it 
tapers  at  the  extremities,  in  fome  places,  it  is  lefs  than  a 
mile ;  between  the  verges  that  bound  the  middle,  it  may  be 

about 

pUeia  intellif^nt,  que  funt  oAo  fimpUcia :  fed  feirari  debet  ufnSp  et  confuetoda 
locorum^  lb  nohnullis  librU  hoc  legitnr  bavata  (erxv  contra  ^em  vetcmm  co* 
dicum  iuthenticorum.  Savata  autem  teme  continet  trcdecem  acras,  cujos 
o^va  pars  comprebendit  unam  acram,  dimidium  acrse,  et  odlaTaiii  partem 
acre."  Tliis  paflage  fliows,  that  in  ancient  times,  in  the  Highlands,  k  fmall 
portion  of  land  was  cultiTated,  in  comparifon  of  the  prefent.  A  dairoch  of  the 
ordinary  extent  of  thcfe  diftri^,  would  now  require,  at  Icaft,  three  times  as 
many  cattif  to  labour  it^  as  were  formerly  employed  according  to  the  above 
paffage  from  the  Regiam  Majeftatem.  Hence,  it  may  be  xnierred,  that  the 
population  has  increafcd  in  proportion. 

*  Grampian,  from  Grant  and  Beinn.  Gr&nt,  like  the  iys  of  the  Greeks, 
has  two  oppofite  meanings.  In  fome  fragments  afcribed  to  OiCan,  it  figni£ei 
beautifuK  This  meaning*  now,  is  obfolcte,  and  it  fignifies  deformed,  ugly,  &c« 
The  old  Caledonians,  as  thefe  mountains  abounded  in  game,  and  conne<f(.ing 
beauty  with  utility,  might  have  given  the  name  in  the  former  fenfe.  Mr. 
Henry  Saville,  and  Mr.  Lhuyd,  two  eminent  antiquaries,  call  them  Grsut 
£einn,  from  which  comes  the  foft  iniledled  Grampian  of  the  Romans. 
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gbout  3  computed  miles.     In  its  (hape.  it  rcfembles  an  irre« 
gular  oblong  oval. 

Cairo-gonn,  or  the  Blue  Mountain»  one  of  the  high, 
though  perhaps  not  the  higheft  of  thofe  lofty  mountains  that 
ftud  the  Grampian  defert,  .rifes  4050  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  fea  i  and  Loch*avon  not  more  than  a  mile  from  the  foot 
of  the  Caim»gorm^,  1750  feet.  At  the  fouthern  extremity 
of  the  parilh,  there  is  a  cataraft  falling  from  a  height  of  18 
feet.  From  this  cataraft  to  Lochavon,  the  fource  of  the  river, 
there  are  8  computed  miles ;  between  the  manfe  of  Kirk- 
michae],  which  lies  within  2  miles  of  the  northern  extremity 
of  the  parifliy  and  the  above  catarad,  there  are  7  computed 
miles.  As  the  fource  of  the  river  there,  is  fituated  fo  near 
the  cultivated  part  of  the  country,  it  may  be  inferred,  that 
the  fituation  of  the  whole  ground  is  vcrj  confiderably  ele- 
yated  above  the  furface  qf  the  feaf.     The  face  of  the  coun^ 

try, 

«  For  the  height  of  ihii  mountain  and  Lochavon,  the  writer  is  obliged  to 
James  Hay,  Efq.  of  Gordon  Caftlc,  a  gentleman  of  much  knowledge,  whofe 
Ikiil  in  obferviog,  and  whofe  accuracj  in  defcribing  natural  appearances,  are 
well  known  to  the  LInnxan  Society  in  Lond«n. 

f  Glofe  by  Lochavon,  there  is  a  large  Hone  called  Clach-dhian,  from  clach, 
a  ftooe,  and  dhian,  proteAion,  or  refuge.  It  has  been  a  cavity  within,  capable 
of  containing  i8  armed  men,  according  to  the  figure  made  ufe  of  in  defcribing 
it.  One  comer  of  it  rifei  6  feet  4  inches  in  height.  The  breadth  of  it  may  be 
about  12  feet.  PJalii  within,  it  rifes  on  the  outfide  from  the  federal  verges  of 
the  roof,  into  a  kind  of  irregular  protuberance  of  an  oblong  f^rm.  In  times  of 
licence  and  depredation,  it  afforded  a  retreat  to  freebooters. 

Clach. bhan,  from  clach,  a  ftone,  and  bean,  a  woman,  is  another  ftone  (itaat* 
ed  upon  the  fummtt  of  a  hill,  called  Meal-a-ghaneimh,  from  meal,  a  knoll  or 
mound,  and  ganeimh,  f^nd.  On  one  fide,  it  mcafures  39  feet  in  height.  On 
tliC  other  fide,  it  is  lower  and  of  a  floping  form.  In  the  face  of  it.  2  leats  have 
teen  excavated,  refembling  that  of  an  armed  chair.  Till  of  late,  this  ftone 
ufed  to  be  vifitcd  by  pregnant  women,  not  only  of  thU,  but  from  diftant  coun- 
tries,  imprcfled  with  the  fuperftitious  idea,  diat  by  fitting  ii  thefe  feats,  the 
pains  of  travail  would  become  cafy  to  thifm,  and  other  obftetrical  afltftance 
:f  ndered  acntcefTary. 
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ttjf  in  general,  exhibits  a  bleak  and  gloomj  appearance.     In 
eroding  the  centre  of  it,  few  cheering  objeds  attraft  the  eye 
of  the  traveller.    From  detached  hills  corercd  with  heath, 
and  deftitute  of  verdure,  where  here  and  there  a  kmelj  tree 
marks  the  depredations  of  time,  he  naturallj  tnms  with  2- 
verfiott.     But,  (hould  he  happen  to  pafs  after  a  beavj  fall  of 
Tain,  when  the  namerous'  brooks  diat  interfeft  the  coontrj 
pour  their  troubled  flreams  into  the  roaring  Avon,  he  mnft 
cotnmiferate  the  condition  of  the  inhabitants,  at  foch  a  fea^ 
fon,  precluded  from  the  reR  of  the  world,  and  even  from  en- 
joying the  fociety  of  each  other«     Frequently  in  winter,  the 
fnow  lies  fo  deep,  that  the  communication  between  it  and 
other  countries,  becomes  almoft  impradicable.    Tlie  banks 
of  the  Avon,  however,  are  pleafant  enough,  and  in  different 
places  tufted  with  groves  of  birch,  mixed  with  fome  alder. 
Xhis  being  the  largeft  ftream  that  waters  the  country,  from 
its  fource  to  where  it  falls  into  the  Spey  (the  Tueflis  *  of  An- 
toninus*s  Itinerary),  it  flows  over  a  fpace  of  24  or  25  miks, 
including  its  windings.    In  the  pariflx,  there  are  %  other  leffer 
flreams,  befides  a  variety  of  brooks  j  the  one  called  Ccmlas, 
fropn  cuthin,  narrow,  and  glas,  green,  and  the  other,  aibaC| 
from  eili  a  rock,  and  nidh,  to  wafli^ 

Climate. — From  its  elevated  iituation,  the  numerous  brooks 
by  which  it  is  interfe&ed,  and  its  vicinity  to  the  Grampian 
mountains,  it  might  naturally  be  expe&ed,  that  the  atmo- 
fphere  of  this  country  has  little  to  recommend  it.  Of  this, 
the  inhabitants  have  fufficient  experience,  'ipieir  winters  are 
always  cold  and  fcvere,  while  their  fummers  are  feldom  warm 

and 

•  Tocffis,  from  Tuath,  north,  tnd  uifg,  water,  by  wty  of  emineoce,  being 
f be  Urgcft  rivrr  in  the  N.  of  Scotland,  it  was  afterwanl  called  Spey,  ixom 
apadha,  a  long  fttide,  in  allufion  to  the  length  of  iu  courfc 


ixid.  2^nial.  The  diforders  .confequentlj  to  whi( 
Vibje^  may,  in  a  great  tneafure,  be  attributed 
[nate.  Thefe,  for  the  mcft  part,  are  coughs,  coi 
ind  affefiions  of  the  lungs,  bjr  which  many  of  tho 
in  life  are  cut  off,  and  frequently  feverals,  of  th( 
at  aa  earlier  period.  In  fummcr  and  autumn,  vrl 
dical  Faculty  call  nervous  fevers,  chiefij  prevai 
^Mcutlj  prove  fataL     Thefe  are  the  common  difor 

Soi/,  Springs^  Natural  Hifiory^  &c. — As  the 

country  rifes  into  hills,  or  finks  into  valleys,  as  i 

declivities,  or  extends  into  plains,  the  foil  accordi 

Along  the  banks  of  the  Avon,  and  the  brooks, 

confiils  of  a  mixture  of  iand  and  black  earth ;  : 

elevated  plains,  of  a  pretty  fertile  black  mould, 

ing  declivities,  of  a  kind  of  reddilh  earth  and 

nearer  it  approaches  the  fummits  of  the  hills,  it  is 

mo(s  and  gravel.     In  fbme  few  places,  it  is  deep 

In  the  parifh,  there  are  feveral  fprings  of  min 

One  in  particular,  is  much  frequented  by  people  ti 

the  (lone,  or  labouring  under  flomachic  compla 

medical  gentlemen,   who  have  made  the  exper 

that  it  is  fuperior  to  the  celebrated  wells  of  Panai 

(ide.     It  has  been  obferved,  that  the  hills  of  this 

covered  with  heath,  and  deflitute  of  wood  ;  ye 

terilices  of  the  heath,  there  grows  a  rank  grafs, 

called  Canach  an  Shleibh,  or  the  mountain  doiw 

eattle  and  fheep  feed  in  fummer,  and  grow  tolera 

foieft  of  Glenavon  which  is  ii   miles  in  len 

tween  3  and  4  in  breadth,  contains  many  gre« 

during  4  months  of  the  fummer  and  autumn  fei 

pafiure  for  a  1000  head  of  cattle.     This  forei 

perry  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Gordon •    Fu] 

4 
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the  S.,  and  formbg  a  diyifion  of  ttie  foreft  of  Glensvoo,  lie: 
Glenbuilg,  alfo  the  property  of  the  Dake  of  Goni«ii.  Glen- 
builg  will  be  about  5  miles  in  length,  and  between  2  and  3 
in  breadth.  If  no  part  of  it  were  laid  under  iheep,  it  might 
afford  pafturage  for  500  or  600  head  of  cattle. 

The  long  and  narrow  defile  that  bounds  the  fouthera  extrc- 
mitj  of  the  parilb,  and  Contiguous  to  the  Avoni  exhibits  a 
beautiful  and  picturefque  appearance.  It  is  everj  wliere  co- 
vered  with  grafs,  the  ever-green  juniper^  and  the  fragrant 
birch.  From  the  beginning  of  April,  till  the  middle  of  No- 
vember, fheep  and  goats,  in  numerous  flocks,  are  confiantlj 
feen  feeding  on  its  pendent  fides.  In  many  of  the  Grampian 
mountains  are  found,  precious  (tones  of  a  variety  of  colours. 
But  whatever  may  be  their  fpecific  difference,  the/  axe  all 
denominated  by  the  well  known  name  of  Cairn-gorm  ftoncs, 
that  being  the  mountain  in  which  they  have  been  found  in 
the  greateft  abundance.  Some  of  them  are  beautifully  po- 
lifhed  by  the  hand  of  nature,  while  others  are  rude  and  (hape- 
lefs.  They  are  rauked  by  naturalifis  in  the  clafs  oT  to- 
pazes •» 

*  Limeftone  is  fo  plenty,  that  there  is  fcarcelj  a  fann  in  the  whale  paiiih 
above  a  mile  and  a  half's  diftance  from  a  quarry  of  it.  Frceflone  is  alfo  found, 
but  of  a  foft  and  fiiable  quality.  A  (late  quarry  has  been  opened  many  years 
ago»  and  occalionally  wrought ;  the  ftone  is  of  a  greytlh  colour.  It  is  hard  and 
durablei  and  fupplies  the  neighbouring  Countries  in  that  -  article,  particnhrly 
Scrathfpey.  So  little  tenacious  is  his  Grace  the  Ooke  of  Gonlon  of  his  right  of 
property,  that  he  allows  every  perfon  to  ufc  thefc  quarries  at  pleafsre,  free  from 
all  reftraint.  Two  marl  pits  have  been  difcovered,  bat  lying  on  the  diftani 
iklrts  of  the  pariih.  Farmers  have  not  availed  themfelves  of  the  marl  as  a  ma- 
imre ;  there  are  few,  however,  who  ufc  not  lime  for  this  pnrpofe.  In  the  year 
1736,  an  iron  mine  was  opened  in  the  hill  Leach-mhic-ghothin,  which  feparates 
this  parifli  from  Strathdun,  by  a  branch  of  the  York-Bnilding  pompany,  then 
lefiding  in  Strathfpey.  It  was  continued  to  be  wrought  till  1739,  when,  by  a 
derangement  in  their  affairs,  they  left  that  country.  Since  that  period,  it  has 
been  totally  abandoned.    This  mine  alfo,  is  the  property  of  the  Dnke  of  Cordoo. 


JPoppiafoM,  £fCC.«r««4ccor4ing  to  Dr.  Webfter's  rep^t,  the 
jiopulatioa  jin  2755^  w^  2288.  No  feffional  records  are  now 
in  ezifte^ice  lielo^ging  to  this  pariih^  previous  to  the  1725, 
vrhea  thr  iacumbeo^  before  tbe  laft  was  admitted.  Ever 
{ioce^  1^  ]fa^  pot  Jb^en  poilible  to  keep  them  with  accuracj. 
I>ifleiU(Qr«,  of  wfafiterer  deaominatioDy  watch  the  opportunity 
of  e«cmacfb.ing  upoa  the  prerogative  of  the  EftabliQied  Churchy 
Aa  the  thirds  :tiie9f  of  the  people  of  thi?  pari(h  are  RooiaiiL 
Cathi^ica,  ^  priell  generally  takes  the  liberty. of  fbariog  im 
die  fiiQ^iooa  thfil  belong  to  the  Proteilant  clergjm^a  *• 

Tiy  tbe  oQoft  accurate  inquiry,  it  has  been  found  that  thi^ 
parifli  jcpntaiQa  127^  inhabit^ts,  young  and  old,  and  of  both 
leicea.  Of  chefe,  384  are  Kpman  Catholics  :  all  the  indivi^ 
doala  of  jcaoh  profeffion  i^ie  included,  in  ajj  fiamiliesy  con^ 
tainingi  at  an  average,  $  perfons  to  a  family^  with  265  chil- 
•     V0L.XIL  3  I  dren 

^  ^ro^  this  circttinft^nce,  it  muft  happen,  that  there  will  be  CeTeral  mar' 
riages  and  baptifins  anknown  to  the  fefEon,  and  confequently  cannot  hare  place 
in  its  lecords.  Hitherto,  the  prefent  incumbent  has  not  checked  this  encroacb- 
neot,  firom  his  avevfion  to  eyerjr  kind  of  illibetal  intolerance ;  but,  on  the  coi^ 
trary,  allowed  ihe  Koman  Catholic  (irleft  to  nfe  every  liberty,  as  if  toleration 
had  extended  to  thb  country.  He  allows  him  to  marry  and  baptize,  im- 
pofe  penalties,  an^  ezadl  them  among  his  own  people,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
if  be  were  of  the  Eftabliihed  Church.  The  tvriter  of  tiiis  Iftatiilbcal  article 
mendons  this  circumftance,  as  he  thinks  it  ought  to  be  an  invariable  rule  of 
conduA  to  pradife  that  divine  precept,  in  doing  to  others,  as  we  would  wiili 
others  do  unto  us.  Some  years  ago/  too,  the  taxes  impofed  upon  deaths,  mar* 
riages,  and  baptxficns,  made  them  be  confidered  as  a  kind  of  contraband  goods, 
and  for  that  teate*  many  of  tl^em  were  u  much  as  .polfihfo  concealed  from 
^bUck  view,  that  diey  migl^t  elude  an  impofition,  which  they  called  tyra»- 
aical  and  oppreffive.  Though  in  a  different  language,  this  novelty,  to  their  ex« 
peneace,  incited  the  people  frequently  to  utter  the  indignant  fentiment  of  Ba« 
jjaculos,  general  of  the  Anfibarii,  as  mentioned  by  Tacitus,  "  I>eefl*e,'*  fays  he, 
"  terra  in  qua  vivamus,  in  qua  moriamur,  non  poteft.'*  To  the  operations  of  thefe 
Caofes,  it  muft  be  imputed,  that  fo  little  fatiifadlory  light,  refpe^ing  the  popu. 
lation,  can  be  derived  from  the  mutilated  records  of  the  feifion  of  Kirk- 
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dren  under  9  years  of  age  *.   Daring  the  4  laft  years,  accord^ 
ing  to  a  late  furrey,  there  have  been  bom,  at  an  average,  an- 
nually, 31  children,  in  the  proportion  of  21  males  to  19  fe- 
males.    Old  women  are  found  to  be  more  numerons  than  old 
men,  in  the  proportion  of  3  to  a.     in  this  period,  10  have 
died  of  each ;  two  men  at  the  age  of  95  and  86  years  \  and 
two  women  at  the  age  of  93  and  95   years.    During  the 
Ikme  period,  14,  at  an  average,  have  died  annually.     There 
is  juft  now  living,  two  men  88  years  each,  and  three  women« 
87,  89,  and  91,  each.     The  average  of  marriages  for  the  laft 
4  years,  has  been  6  annually— -i-By  a  prct^  accurate  calcula« 
tion,  the  total  of  black  cattle  in  the  pari  A,  amounts  to  1400, 
with  7050  flieep,  310  goats,  and  303  horfes.     No  other  do- 
mefticated  animab  are  reared,  except  feme  poultry,  and  a 
few  geefe. 

Acres^  Rent,  &c. — The  whole  pariiK,  exclufive  of  the 
foreli  ot  Glenavun,  Glcnbuilg,  and  the  hill  pafture  beloag- 
ing  to  the  davoch  of  Delnabo,  the  property  of  Sir  James 
Grant,  contains  19,500  acres,  of  which  little  more  than  isso 
are  arable.  The  whole  rent  may  be  about  iiool.  Sterling; 
but  to  a  certain  extent  of  grais  following  each  farm,  no  rent 
is  affixed. 

Ecclefiajlical  State^  Schopls,  Poor,  &c. — The  glebe,  manfe, 
and  garden,  occupy  a  fpace  of  between  9  and  xo  acres,  fitu* 
ated  on  an  eminence,  and  hanging  upon  the  floping  fides.  A 
part  of  the  foil  is  poor,  and  a  part  takraUy  fertile.     The 

value 

•  By  confulting  thr  fcffion  records  for  the  years  1749,  1750,  and  1751,  wheth 
the  records  appear  to  have  been  kept  with  more  than  ufual  accuracy,  in  the 
firft  of  thefe  periods,  there  were  bom  14  males,  and  14  females ;  in  the  iccond, 
93  males,  and  ao  females;  and,  in  the  third,  i6  males,  and  itf  fcaiales. 
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^alae  of  k  IM7  be  about  6 1.  *.    The  church  was  built  in 
1747,  and  has  been  ojever  fince  repaired.     As  a  honfe  of 
worlhip,  it  would  appear  to  a  ftranger  to  be  touUj  deferred. 
A  feiMT  broken  windows  mark  the  fable  walls :  the  glafs  is 
broken,  and  gives  free  a^cefs  to  the  winds  from  all  the  car- 
dinal points.     Were  the  people  enthufialis,  a  little  current  of 
air  might  be  necelTarj  to  cool  them ;  but  in  their  prefenc  dif- 
pofition,  thej  frequently  complain  of  the  inroads  of  the  cold, 
to  difturb  them  in  their  fober  meditations ;  yet  they  never 
exprefs  a  wiih  to  remove  the  inconvenience.     Their  apathy 
is  the  more  extraordinary,  as  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Gordon, 
15  ever  ready  tQ  liften  to  the  reprefentattons  of  his  people,. 
and  never  refufes  to  grant  them  a  juft  and  equitable  requeft. 
Sir  James  Qrant  is^  pattoa  of  the  parifli.     From  ^717*  till 
1786,  the  ftipend  of  this  pariih  was  no  more  than  47  1.  4  s. 
5f  d.  Sterling.    During  the  latter  of  thefe  years,  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Gordon,  informed  of  the  froallnefs  of  the  living, 
was  pleafed  to  beftow  upon  the  prefent  incumbent,  without 
the  painful  feeling  of  folicitation,  a  gratuitous  augmentation ; 
and  this  at  a  time  when  the  Court  of  SeiEon  were  inimical 
to  fuch  claims.     The  ftipend,  at  prefent,  is  681.  6  s.  8d. 
Sterling,  with  10 1.  Sterling,  allowed  by  his  Grace  for  a  houfe. 
It  will  not  be  deemed  a  digreffion,  to  mention  that  his  Grace 
gave  a  farm  to  the  prefent  incumbent,  at  a  moderate  rent, 
when  an  advanced  one,  and  a  fine  of  ao  guineas  were  offered 
by  others.— There  axe  2  fchools;  a  Society  one  at  Tammtoul, 

3  I  a  with 

*  1^0  grafsis  annexed,  except  a  fbaie  of  the  common  hill  pafturage*  It  lie* 
at  the  4iilance  of  3  computed  miles  from  the  mois,  to  which  there  is  a  bad  road, 
tiling  into  afcents,  and  falling  into  declivities.  In  rainy  weather,  a  kind  of 
gully  contiguous  to  it,  becomes  impalTable,  which  frequently  prevents  the  mi« 
jiiAer  from  getting  home  his  fuel  in  the  proper  feafon.  Owing  to  this  circum- 
ilance,  he  if  generally  ill  fupplied,  and  obliged  to  accommodate  himfelf  at  fom^ 
4iAuicc  in  the  neighbourhood,  at  a  confiderable  expenfe. 
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with  tfidtryof  ^3!  tos.,  and  \  ptrochiti  o^  st'Kfcmefa* 
laggao,  with  t  falarj  of  81.  6».  8d.— No  foods  appropriated 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor»  have  been  hitherto  eftabliArd  in 
this  pariflk.  Three  years  ago,  the  trifling  fnm  of  ^L  Ster. 
ling*  was  iiequea^rd  by  an  old  woman ;  and,  without  cx^ 
aggeration,  fear  pariflies  ftand  more  in  need  of  the  cfaaiitaUe 
cootribntions  of  the  well  difpo&d.  The  number  of  die  old 
and  infirm  at  p^efent  on  the  lift,  amounts  to  3^  perfons ; 
while  the  annual  colfeftion,  diftrtbnted  hft  ^eek,  came  to  no 
more  than  42  s.  6id.  Sterling.  In  this  Isrge  treafore,  defign- 
cd  to  be  incorruptible,  bejoad  the  power  of  moths  and  mft, 
there  were  i  s.,  5  fizpences*  443  d.,  and  50  farthings  *• 

The  price  of  ptovifions  in  this  conntrj  has  been  diSerent, 
at  different  times.    In  the  reign  of  King  WiUxami^  it  is  well 

known 

*<t  In  the  yeMrt  178a  ao4  1783,  the  incumbent  fch  eipcriiiMrta07',  tile  wretch- 
ed condition  of  the  poor  here,  and  from  the  neighbonring  cooatiies.  Xhoogh 
hit  own  income  wuonly,  at  that  time,  47  L  4s.  5} d. ;  yet,  of  this  pittmnce,  he 
expended,  at  a  moderate  calculation,  7L  Sterling,  each  of  theie  jzwa^  in  cha> 
tUj.  Preaching  that  virtue  to  others,  the  forlorn  urged  their  claims  to  ham  for 
the  prance  of  his  dodriae ;  nor  were  their  claims,  proportinuite  to  his  abili- 
ties, refufed.  During  the  above  years,  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Gkwdoo  encod- 
ed a  humane  concern  to  the  diftreites  of  the  inhabitants,  by  fupplyin|r  them  in 
meal  and  feed-corn,  at  a  moderate  price.  No  perfon,  as  far  as  the  writer  of 
this  Itatiftical  article  Xnows,  died  of  want,  though,  it  may  be  prefomed,  that 
a  portion  of  aliment  unufually  fcanty,  might  prove  the  ulttmste  canfe  of  dM 
death  of  feveral.  As  the  poor  are  peculiarly  under  the  pfotedioo  of  pnm. 
dence,  and  left  as  a  tax  upon  the  affluence  and  luxury  of  their  more  fisrtunate 
brethren  of  manlcind,  it  were  to  be  wifhcd,  that  in  parishes  where  there  arc 
no  funds,  where  the  contributions  are  fmall,  proprietors  would  be  plea&d  to 
beftow  fome  little  annual  fum,  under  proper  reftridions,  to  afoH  them  relief. 
Such  chftrity  might  contribute  to  fecure  themfelves  a  property  in  a  more  per> 
manent  country,  and  better  climate  than  the  preCent,  where,  even  accordiB|  ta 
Homer, 

Ov  Mf«r«(,  tw  mp  x^^f^  ^•^^t  *vi  ittr  tfiCf^ 
A7ik  mu  Z$^u0m  XiyyvnmrBt  amrmg 


LpdWir  thtt  a  famine  preruled  orer  the  whole  ki 
roattnited  dormg  feveral  jears.  Either  agrieult 
timr,  muft  have  been  imperfeftlj  underftood«  or  t 
muft  hrave  been  ferere,  when  a  boll  of  meal  colt 
^tefiing.  The  year  1709,  is  alfo  noted  for  a 
yrinZcTp   ancommonlj  rigorous  over  everj  part  of 


^  Id  Fraoce,  it  is  defcribei  1^  a  Poet  of  the  ^me,  as  blaftia, 
e^^in^  even  tke  Tine. 

••  ■  hinc,*'  fays  kc,  ••  pttttm  et  ooxret  olita  per 

Interiit^  bmnMBque  truci  viz  f^ttit  ilez." 

Tbe  ttflSBfto  were  felt  io  thn  comttiy,  and  ^dloal  fofe  ib  prop 
of  nesl  coft  il.  3  s.  Sterling.    There  are  many  ftill  alive,  wfa 
year  1740.    The  firofts  came  in  September,  and  the  fnow  fell : 
ber,  that  tiie  com  continaed  buried  under  it,  till  January  and  I 
ing.     At  that  period,  the  boll  of  meal  rofe  to  the  exorbitant  { 
boll :  and  to  increafe  the  miCiery  of  the  people,  thofe  who  fo) 
miaed  it  with  lime,  which  to  many  proved  fatal    To  fnpport 
over  the  Highlands^  in  general,  were  obliged  frequently  to  let 
cattle,  a  prance  now  that  is  never  ufed  in  this  country.    Ab< 
the  feaTons  being  favourable,  the  boll  of  meal  fold  at  the  low  | 
I>ariBg  tie  laft  a«  ^ears,  the  average  price,  eadufive  of  17!! 
been  about  i€$»  Sterling.    The  price  of  black  cattle  and  ih  1 
backward,  has  been,  upon  the  whole,  high  ;  cows  and  calves    1 
6L,  and  7L  each;  Iheep  and  Iambs  for  ids.  and  12s.  each; 
7L  each,  fometimes  8L    For  the  3  laft  years,  the  prices  hi 
thirdL     Poultry  fell  for  6d.  and  yd.  each,  and  pullets  for  ad 
eggs  leli  at  ad^  and  3^  d«  the  dozen.    The  difference  betm  1 
thefo  articles  at  prefent,  and  in  ancient  tiatts,  cannot  be  ace 
ed ;  but  before  the  year  1745,  which  forms  a  rea^arkable  era 
osen  fold  for  %h  and  50a;  cows,  with  their  calves,  for  a5s.,  ai 
and  foeep»  with  dieir  lambs,  la  6d.,  and  3s.  4d. ;  and  othe: 
portiaB. 

From  a  confideration  of  the  circumftances  of  the  Ifighlu   \ 
o«s  to  the  1745*  were  in  fome  meafure  ftationary,  it  may  1 
<Wiing  a  confiderable  time,  thefe  were  the  ftandKrd  prices;     1 
ctacfcc iatiodateduito tbe S. of^ Scothnid,  operatts withe    1 
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Among  other  grievaaces,  it  muft  not  be  omittecl,  that  &t 
inhabitants  in  this,  and  the  contiguous  diftrifb^  defcant  with 
melancholy  declamationt  on  the  hearj  and  increafing  taxation 
ioipofed  by  Government.  Saltp  leather,  and  iron,  whether  it 
hey  in  order  to  increafe  the  revenue,  they  arCf  as  it  were, 
farmed  out,  and  have  hecome  a  kind  of  moauply,  or  that  an 
additional  tax  is  laid  upon  them  ;  whatever  be  the  caafe,  they 
bitterly  complain  of  the  unufual  and  exorbitant  prices  of  thefe 
articles. '  It  is  pleafant  to  hear  them  obferve,  that  from  the 
tax  upon  leather,  in  particular,  they  will  derive  one  advan- 
tage :  it  will  diminifli  the  number  of  beggars,  by  confining 
them  in  winter  to  their  booths  to  die  at  leifure,  without  tlie 
tiro)ible  of  expofing  t^em,  as  the  Scythian  Alsu^i  did  their  in- 

firm, 

and  makes  tfap  prices  vary  here,  according  to  Uie  changes  and  flaAuatioiis  which 
it  produces. 

Male  fervants  receive  3I.  Sterling,  in  the  half  year,  the  period  for  u^hich 
they  ufually  engage ;  .boyt,  ftos.  and  30s. ;  and  maids,  loa^  and  25^  Sterhnf, 
in  the  half  year.  The  price  of  day's  labour,  to  men,  is  Sd.,  lod.,  and  is. ;  and 
to  women  6d.,  and  fometimes  8d.  In  thefe,  their  meat  i*  fometimes  ibdoid. 
ed,  but  in  harveft,  thefe  wages  are  given,  exclofive  of  their  vidhials.  The 
advanced  price  of  labour,  is  one  of  the  grievances  of  which  farmers  chiefly  com- 
plain. They  feel,  from  experience,  that,  in  point  of  eafe,  comfort,  and  indt- 
pendence,  the  condition  of  fervants,  it  more  eligible  than  that  of  their  maften. 
The  &ort  term  of  engagement,  wages  immoderately  high,  inipire  them  with  a 
pride,  infolence,  and  indifference,  that  would  frequently  require  a  meek  and 
patient  fpirit  to  brook.  Nice  in  the  choice  of  their  food  to  fqneamUhnefs  (^ 
muft  neither  fall  fliort,  nor  exceed  that  ejca^  proportion  of  cookery,  which 
♦heir  appetites  can  relifh.  Care  too  muft  be  taken,  that  no  offence  ihall  be  ci- 
Cercd  them.  They  muft  fleep  in  the  morning  as  long,  and  go  to  bed  at  night  as 
Ibon,  as  their  pleafure  diiSlates.  Expoftulations  are  oppofcd  by  rodeneii.  If 
their  behaviour  is  dilkgreeable,  their  mafters  are  at  liberty  to  provide  tbem- 
felvcs  with  others,  againft  the  firft  term.  And  feldom  do  they  fail  to  give 
icope  for  this  liberty.  When  the  term  arrives,  then,  like  birds  of  paQTagc,  thej 
change  their  refidence,  or  migrate  to  diftant  countries.  In  the  prefent  period 
af  their  hiftory,  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  countries,  they  feem  to  be  tht 
<nl]r  clafs  of  fubjeds  who  enjoy  the  moft,  and  abufe  the  freedom  of  the  Eogli^ 
ConAitntion. 
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!rm,  to  llie  frozen  blafts  of  their  bleak  mountains.  Of  every 
ax  impofedy  as  felt  from  experience,  the  feller  is  ever  fure 

0  avail  bimfelf,  bj  exafting  double  in  the  price  paid  bj  the 
>archafer.  Maj  not  then  the  queftion  be  put,  whether  Poli. 
icians,  and  the  (harp-eyed  Arguffes  of  the  ftate,  fliouJd  not 
nakc  provifion  againft  this  fpecies  of  fraud.  The  rent  of 
and  is  no  doubt  confiderablj  augmented,  but  ftill  not  bejond 

1  juft  proportion  to  its  produftions.  But  when  all  the  bur- 
lens  under  which  the  fanner  labours  are  put  together,  the 
ixadions  of  Government,  advanced  price  of  labour,  aug« 
nented  rents,  (hort  leafes,  and  confiderable  fines,  it  muft  be 
acknowledged,  that  the  condition  of  the  farmer  is  far  /root 
>cing  eligible  ;  and  that  what  Virgil  iaid  of  that  profei&ony 
n  his  own  time,  cannot  be  afierted  at  prefent. 

O  fbrtunatos  nimium  fua  fi  bona  norint  *•. 

VUlage^  &c—- Tammtoul  is  the  onlj  village  within  the  pre- 
ein^  oi  this  parifh*    It  is  inhabited  by  37  families,  without 

a  fiogle 

•  It  is  the  lot,  however,  of  the  generah'ty  of  this  clafs  of  men,  in  moft  parts 
)f  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  to  be  better  acquainted  with  the  reverfe  of  the 
lefcription.  To  go  into  their  houfes,  and  take  a  view  of  their  contents*  feata 
:overe4  with  dufi,  children  pale  and  emaciated,  parents  ill  clothed  with  care* 
ixrrowed  countenances,  exhibits  a  ftriking  pidiure  of  Bythinian  Phineus,  as 
Icfcribed  by  Apollenius  Rhodius,.  whoCe  vidluals  the  harpies  continually  d^ 
roored,  aod  left  the  miferable  owmer  to  hunger  and  defpair. 

But  in  equity,  moderation,  and  humanity,  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  a 
u  much  diitxngutlhed  from  many  of  the  other  proprietors  in  the  Highlands,  as 
i>j  his  great  and  opulent  fortune.  Fiom  tliat  rage  which  now  prevails  for  co- 
lonizing the  country  with  flicep,  his  Grace  is  happily  exempted,  and  is  deter* 
mined  at  the  expiration  of  the  prefent  leafes,  to  difcourage  a  pradHce,  that,  by 
ui  unreftraiaed  liceof :,  would  foon  depopulate  the  country  of  its  ancient  inh»* 
)itxnts. 


9  fingie  manu£a£ture;  by  which  fadi  a  nomber  of  people 
anight  be  fuppofed  to  be  able  to  acquire  a  fahfiftence.  Tbc 
Duke  of  Gordon  leaves  them  at  full  libertj,  each  to  purfue 
the  occupation  moft  agreeable  to  them.  No  monopolies  are 
e(tabK(bed  here  ;  no  reftraints  upon  the  induftry  of  the  com. 
pnunitj;  All  of  them  fell  whiiky,  and  all  of  them  driak  it. 
When  diJtisngaged  from  this  bufinef^  the  women  fpin  janii 
kits  their  ioamoratds,  or  dance  to  the  difcordant  founds  of  aa 
4old  fiddle.  The  men,  when  not  pfarticipating  in  the  amufe- 
jtnents  of  the  women;  fell  (mail  articles  of  mercbaodife,  or 
Jet  tbemfelves  occafionally  for  days  labour,  and  by  thefe  meaos 
earn  a  fcanty  fubfiilence  for  tbemfelves  and  families.  In 
moulding  human  nature^  the  effefts  of  habit  ate  wonderful 
This  village,  to  them,  has  inore  than  the  charms  of  a  Tbefli- 
lian  Tempe.  Abfent  from  it,  they  ore  Xeired  with  the  mal 
de  pais  i  and  never  did  a  Laplander  long  more  ardently  for  his 
fnow-dad  mountaios,  than  they  ficken  16  tevifit  the  barrea 
moor  of  their  turf- thatched  hovels*  Here  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic pried  has  got  an  elegant  meeting-^houfe,'  and  the  Pro- 
teflant  clergyman,  the  reverfe  of  it ;  yet,  to  an  expiring  mode 
of  worlhip,  it  would  be  illiberal  to  en'^y  this  tcitofient  fupe- 
^lority,  in  a  country  where  a  fuccei&on  of  ages  has  witoefM 
its  abfurdities.  A  fchool  is  ftationed  at  this  village;  attended 
by  40  or  50  little  recreants^  all  promifiog  to  be  very  like  their 
jparents  *• 

jiMtiqukuif 

*  In  perfonal  refpefl  and  fortune,  at  the  head  of  the  mh&bitants,  nroft  ^ 
ranked,  Mrs.  M*Kenzie,  of  the  belt  inn,  at  the  fign  of  the  hon».  This  b;- 
^otoe  b«gan  her  career  of  celebrity,  in  the  accooiraodating  difpofitioo  of  anr^.< 
tirtiie.  At  the  age  of  14,  in  the  year  X745.  That  year  faw  her  in  a  TtffOfs^ 
jb  Flanders,  careiUpg  axid  careffed.  Superior  to  thie  little  prejudices  of  her  ici, 
jQse  relinquiihed  the  firft  obje^  of  her  affedtion,  and  attached  herielf  to  t  c£- 
^Ic  pcrfoaagc  high  in  the  military  department.  After  a  campaign  or  two  rpe=' 
iA.acgQtfiiiig  a  knowledge  of  msin,  and  the  world,  Scotland  faw  her  again;  b^ 

mtiL" 
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AfUiqukifJj  Eminent  Men,  Scc^-^No  crofles^  no  obeltlksi  no 
rcmaioa  of  aotiquitj  have  beea  hitherto  difcovered  in  this  pn^ 
riih*  .  Tkat  it  wu  ever  vifited  bj  the  Romans,  is  not  prob^ 
ble*  I|L  that  expedittoa,  in  which  Severus  loft  jOiCOio  men^ 
as  recorded  bjr  the  ahbreviator  of  Dio  Caffius«  no  vefiige  eic* 
i&s  that  a^7  part  of  his  armjr  putfued  their  rout  through  the 
mountains  and  defiles  cf  Stratb^ath-fbin :  no  marks  of  en- 
campments are  to  be  feen ;  there  is  no  tradition,  that  either 
Roman  urns,  or  Roman  coins  have  been  ever  difcovered*  I« 
the  yeAT  17159  afoaall  fort  was  erefted  in  the  fouthem  ex* 
tremitjt  but  iboa  a£tei^  it  was  ahandonedt  and  apw  lies  in 
Xttins*. 

Voju.  Xn.  3  K  An 

wearied  of  the  im^lmty  of  nxrtl  retireoieiit,  flie  then  nurried,  and  made  her 
.huibaiid  enlift  in  the  Royal  Highlanders,  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  ia 
1756.  'With  hiffl  fte  navigated  the  Atlantic,  and  fallied  frnth  on  American 
4PNMnd  in  qnct  jaf  adftrantniei,  equally  pfopand  to  lacet  her  iaends,  or  eaooan^ 
tct  her  enimies,  in  the  fields  of  Venus  or  Mars,  as  occafion  offi:red.  At  the 
conclufim  of  that  was,  Ihe  revifited  her  nati^  comntxj.  After  a  variety  of 
ariciffitiides  ia  Germii^,  Fiance,  lloUand,  England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  Amc^ 
rica,  and  the  Weft  ^Indies,  her  anchor  u  n«w  «ioei>e4  on  dry  land  in  the  Tillagfc 
al  TasHitonL  It  might  be  imagined,  that  ittch  esti«n«  of  cHmate,  fiick  diu 
cofdant  modes  of  living,  inch  afcents  and  declivities,  fo  many  ragged  paths,  lb 
many  iievere  bruAes.  as  ihe  muft  ha^  experienced  in  her  pr^grefs  through  life, 
would  have  impaired  her  health,  efpeciaUy  when  it  is  confidcsed,  that  (be  added 
34  children  to  the  aggregate  of  general  births,  befides  fame  homuaculi  that 
ftoppcd  fliort  in  their  ^alTage.  Wonderful,  however,  as  it  may  appear,  at  this 
moment  (he  is  as  fit  for  ^er  ufual  a^ive  life  as  ever;  and  except  2  or  3  grey  haiia 
vtgetalii^  from  a  mole  t^pon  one  of  her  cheeks,  timt  -foraaeriy  fiit  off*  a  high 
itt4dy  coapkaioa,  ihe  ftitt  retains  ail  the  appareac  ixelbnc6  and  vi^ur  gf 
yoath. 

*  The  great  load  thai  pafles  thrmgh  the  conntcy,  to  iacilitate  the  march  of 
the  troops  between  Perth  and  Fort-George,  was  not  ms^  till  the  year  1754 : 
ami  now  the  fteiges  are  Ui  bad,  that  iiew  travel  it.  The  roads  here,  m  general, 
are  wietched  beyond  defcriprion ;  and  yet  the  people,  in  terms  of  the  ftatote, 
are  annually  called  ont  to  work  at  them.  This  only  can  be  imputed  to  their 
fiMlioUape,  their  want  of  the  neceflary  implements,  and  the  ignorance,  or  in- 

diCetonce 
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As  far  as  tradition  can  be  depended  upony  no  battle,  Bor 
Ikirmifh  of  confequcnce,  ever  happened  in  thi<  country.  The 
only  one  mentioned,  was  fought  between  Macdonald  of  the 
Ifles,  and  an  Alexander  Stewart,  chief  of  that  name*  T^e 
former,  \rith  the  greateft  part  of  his  men,  was  killed,  and 
from  the  carnage  of  that  day,  the  place  is  ftill  called  Biar 
nan  Mairbh,  the  mofs  or  field  of  the  dead  *. 

If  any  pcrfons  of  eminence  were  ever  born  in  this  diflr:^, 
time  has  fwept  ihcm  from  its  annals.  But,  if  ftich  there  have 
been,  Mr.  George  Gordon  of  Foddaletter,  is  juftly  entitled 
to  be  ranked  in  the  number.  This  genHeman^s  abilities  rofe 
beyond  that  mediocrity,  which  fomc times  acquires  celebrity 
\)rithout  the  pofieflion  of  merit.  As  a  chymift  and  botaniil, 
his  knowledge  was  confiderable  ;  and  this  knowledge  be  ap- 
plied  to  the  cxtenfion  of  the  ufeful  arts.  At  an  early  period 
pf  life,  he  difcovered,  that  by  a  certain  preparation,  the,ex« 
crefcence  of  the  ftones  and  ropks  of  the  mountains,  forma  a 

beautiful 

difference  of  the  perfons  tppotnted  to  fuperintend  them.  No  good  roads  ctn 
be  expc(flcd  according  to  the  prelcnt  mode  of  management.  To  efleA  this,  a 
commutation  u  abfolutely  nece ffary.  On  the  rivet  Ach^hin,  there  is  a  bridge, 
where  it  is  crolVca  by  the  great  road.  Two  other  bridgctt  one  at  Delvoraa,  and 
one  at  Delnacairn,  a  little  E.  of  the  kirk,  would  prove  cflentially  ulefni,  as 
they  woald  facilitate  the  water-rourfe,  which  at  prrfcnt  is  frequently  inter, 
fnpted,  and  render  the  communication  fafe  and  commodious.  Another  upon 
Ailnac  at  Delnabo,  and  one  upon  Conlafs  at  Ruthven,  wouU  alfo  be  very  ne- 
ceflary. 

•  CaCual  rencounters  ha%-c  frequently  happened.  ManfUughter,  miiider«  and 
IDbhety,  at  a  period  not  very  remote,  form  a  dittinguiflung  feature  in  the  cha. 
ra^er  of  the  Highlanders.  £ut  from  the  detail  of  fuch  fcenes  of  barbarity,  th^ 
human  mind  turns  away  with  horror.  One  inftance,  however,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  mention :  In  the  year  1575,  fooo  after  the  eftablilbment  of  the  Re* 
formation  in  Scotland,  a  prieit  who  had  refnfed  to  marry  the  uncle  to  the  niece, 
wai  fcized  by  the  ruffian  and  his  party,  laid  upon  a  faggot,  bound  to  a  ftone, 
and  in  this  manner  burnt  to  death.  The  remembrance  of  this  attrocioas  deed 
is  Itill  preferved  in  the  naipe  of  the  ftone,  which  to  this  t%y^  i>  called  Dach-an^ 
ibagairt,  or  the  Prieft*s  ftone. 
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twautifttl  purple  dje.  It  is  calkd  in  the  G:ielicy  crottal,  from 
crot,  a  bunch,  and  eil^  a  rock.  He  erecled  a  manufaSure  o£ 
it  ac  L^ith*  At  that  place,  in  1)65^  the  inventor  died,  much 
regretted ;  while  his  mind  was  teeming  with  various  and  ori* 
giaal  projefts  for  the  improvement  oi  his  countrjr  *• 

3.  K  a  Stature^ 

*  As  a  contraft  to  the  aboive  gentleman,  may  be  mentioned  James  an  Tuim, 
oi  James  ol  th«  Hill.     His  real  name  was  Grant,  and  the  nephew  of  Grant  of 
tiarron,  a  gcntlemarv  of  property.     Whil^  a  very  young  fciart,  he  coiAnrittod 
inaiiflaixght«r  at  filgin.     Being  rigoroufly  profecuted,  he  betook  h2mfclf  to  the 
bills  and  woods  of  this  country  for  (helter.    From  that  wandering  kind  of  life 
to  which  neceffity  had  reduced  him,  he  foon  became  noted  for  addrefs,  ftrata- 
gem,  adWityy  and  thofe  tilcnts  that  are  the  refult  of  the  fchool  of  adverfity. 
In  coufeqiienc*  of  the  fucier:>  attending  fome  of  his  folitary  adventures,  a  b'and 
4f  defperidoes  belonging  to  this  parifbj  attached  tbemfelves  to  his  fortunes ;  nn^ 
der  his  condiufl,  they  became  the  terror  of  the  furrounding  countries,  till  a« 
length  embracing  a  wider  range,  their  lawlefs  depredations  drew  the  attention 
of  the  parliament  of  Scotland.     A  conliderable  reward  was  offered  for  appre- 
hending him.     A  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Macintoih  undertook  the  atchieve- 
mcnt.     By  corrupting  the  landlord  of  an  inn,  which  James  an  Tuim  frequent- 
ed, he  expelled  to  accompliih  his  purpofe ;  but  an  hour  or  two  before  the 
time  concerted  for  the  perfidy,  fuch  was  the  intelligence  of  the  freebooter,  that 
he  came  with  his  party  to  the  houfe,  forced  away  the  landlord,  and  hung  him 
to  an  apple-tree,  that  marked  tTie  toafch  of  the  contiguous  pzrifh.    The^  is  & 
letter  ftill  citant  at  Caftle-Orant,  written  by  the  Privy  Council,  thanking  the 
laird  of  that  name  for  having  apprehended  him.    Imprifoned  in  the  caftle  of 
Edinburgh,  his  wbnted  prefencre  of  nnnd  did  not  defert  him..    His  wife  came 
to  vilit  him  in  his  confinement,  and  brought  a  kit  full  of  ropes  with  her,  cover, 
ing  th^  fur  race  with  butter.  By  tlie  aid  df  this  machinery,  Jamei  on  Tuim  made 
his  efcape.    He  went  over  ta  Ireland,  where  having  killed  one  of  the  m«(t  for- 
midable freebooters  of  that  country,  Ijord  Aritrim,  as  a  reward,  procured  him 
a  pardon  from  the  Crown ;  and  having  returned  to  this  country,  he  died  a  oa^ 
tural  death.    Such  frequently  is  the  eait  of  the  profligate,  as  wcU  as  the  virtu- 
ous, with  refpe<a  io  this  world.     A  ftanaa  is  ftill  recited  in  this  country,  dc- 
fcriptive  of  ht4  charaAer,  according  to  the  ftandard  of  eMelleacc  that  prevail, 
ed  at  the  time. 

*Ta  mo  ghradh  's  tbar  gach  duinne 

Air  Sheimas  aa  Tttim\ 
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Stature^  &cc. — Man j  hsre  dTerted,  that  in  fize  and  ftitiirry. 
tfi«  people  of  modern  times,  have  decreafed  confiderablj  from- 
tliat  of  tbetr  anceftors.  The  calcuhtions  of  a  VLx.  Hennaa 
tff  die  French  Academj,  upon  thit  fitbjeft,  are  curious  and 
eccentric.  This  gentleman  affertSi  that  Adam  meafvred  zaj. 
leet,  and  Eve  zi8.  To  what  diminative  dwarfs  is  Ae  pre- 
lent  generation  dwindled  down,  in  comparifon  of  tfaefie  Tcne- 
Mble  prototypes  of  the  human  race.  If  this  account  were 
true»  the  fable  of  Tithonus  ihould  have  been  realised  long 
•go  I  and  before  this  period^  wo  muft  have  been  redaoed  to  » 
tee  lets  tfian  that  of  the  grab-hopper.  But  laying  afide  the 
chimeras  of  Conjefture,  every  old  man  in  this  diftriA  can  re- 
aollcft  the  time  when  many  of  the  inhabitants  were  ftrongerr 
bigger,  and  more  robnft  than  at  prefent  *•  la  this  aad  the 
ftirrouHding  eountries,  the  mean  fiae  may  be  about  5  feet  7 

iiicbesk 

Jtui^  tit,  leufnl  thu,  *•  dhaafsdh  tv  crnlim^ 
*S  chotreadh  t«  tremi-fhir,  a  bhir  am  tminn, 
^  cha  d*  fhailiuch  riamh  d  mhtihach,  do 
Tha^a^  aa  d'  Iniiii. 

^  Above  a&  othen,  Jama  of  the  Hill  is  the  objea  of  my  affcaioo,  OB^ 
%  numiiig,  IB  kapmf ,  and  dancing,  and  in  overCommg  the  brave  in  wfcftiiiig. 
Them  art  the  objed  of  my  tbctet  affie^on."  Such  accompliihme&ts,  under  th« 
diiadimk  of  aa  taligbtesMd  rtafony  might  have  con?cncd  the  freebooter  into  1 


«  Sose  little  difference  may  be  aceoonted  for,  from  the  operation  of  nBtwal 
caafes.  When  the.  feafena  were  more  favourable,  the  population  lefs  crewdedr 
when  neither  a  heavy  taiation,  angmented  rents,  nor  cooftant  laboor  cruibed 
the  Mlj»  nor  enfeebled  the  mind ;  there  is  no  abfurdity  in  fuppofii^,  ^hat  ia 
Mk  circumftancei,  men  might  have  attained  to  a  fuller  growth  and  devdc^c- 
aent  of  ftatute.  The  tree  planted  in  a  kindly  foil,  ilrikes  a  ftronger  root,  and 
l^ads  more  verdant  branchm,  than  that  of  the  defcrt,  ftinted  in  its  vegetable 
nutriment!  and  aflailed  by  the  blaib  from  the  N.  And  it  is  remaxkable,  that 
sa  that  rank  of  fociety,  that  is,  neither  on  the  one  hand,  oppreffed  by  poverty^ 
nor  on  the  other,  pampered  with  luxury,  the  fymmetry  of  the  bumafi  nms,  xs< 
the  moft  beautiful  and  perfecf^. 


|lidbe^.  Tberv  are  3  lodividnal*  m  tUs  parUfii  1 
ii3f  5  fi^et  10-  ipdies ;  %nd  feme  of  tb«m  ,5  fm 
tfiere  art  mftiij  who  noafttre  5  feet  8  iiiche»  in  h 

Mkaas  of  Im^ovement.'^Fnm  the  geogri^ 
tills  GODotrj,  it  will  occar  to  the  attentive  obfei 
eondition  of  the  inhabitants  appears  to  admit 
lioration.  For  the  imprevemenu  of  agrioalmr 
lafturcs,  the  comitrj  is  ill  calcnlated;  Till  tl 
cndofed,  artificial  graft  cannot  be  raifed  ;  at 
wottid  be  attended  with  an  expenfe  dil^iroportio 
circmnftancesy  as  the  farms  are  broken  and  d: 
bcfides,  that  to  fbcoeed  in  this  branch  of  hd 
would  be  obliged  to  dt^penfe  with  fheepi  at  prefei 
commodity.  Upon  the  fappofition  that  (uch  a  < 
happen)  as  the  people  ave  far  from  the  market, 
become  a  drag  upon  their  hands ;  and  to  fnbftiti 
of  fttaw  for  provender«  would  not  indemnify 
txpeofe.  Such  reafonbg  maj  be  fallacious,  l: 
own,  and  hitherto  has  determined  them  to  follow 
of  their  ancf ftors,  to  which  thej  have  invariablj 
cept  in  the  articles  of  turnips  and  potatoes.  C 
raife  a  confiderable  quantity,,  what  may  be  < 
months  of  the  anftual  confumption  of  the  y 
tants. 

Manufa3ur$s. — ^In  this  pariih,  there  as e  4  m 
tares  of  thefe  together,  will  fcarce  amount  t 
meal,  and  this  quantity  multiplied  by  31,  the  p 
to  each,  will  make  the  whole  quantity  of  vi 
the  country  1560  bolls*  When  this  number 
1275  individuals,  it  will  be  found,  that  each  ' 
■M>re  to  live  upon,,  dosing  the  year,  than  %  bolf 
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fidMy  that  fikmi  th«  whole  quantity  of  vi^aal,  as  ttectionej 
aboTe,  foreigo  beggars  'fabtrad,  at  a  moderate  calcuiatioD^ 
60  bolls.  Ko  maoiifaAiires  of  aoy  kind  liave  as  jitt  bcca 
eflabliihed  in  this  countrj ;  aod  the  prcfumptton  is,  tliat  a  con- 
fiderable  time  muft  elapfe  before  fuch  aa  event  can  happen  *' 

Learned  Pro/^pivj.*— All  retainers  to  the  law,  except  one 
Iheriff-officer  and  three  condable^,  if  they  can  be  claflcd  a- 
mong  that  fpecies  of  men,  feel  this  country  rather  cold  fof 
their  refidence*  Never  was  the  folemn  brow  of  a  JuAke  vf 
Peace  feen  in  the  parilh  of  Kirkiutchael,  before  lall  smtuixin^ 
At  that  time,  two  gentlemen,  natives,  were  infialled  in  die 
office.  Nor  is  there  any  da:>ger  like  the  poor  flioemaker  and 
uilor,  that  they  will  not  find  fufficient  employment*  A  ipi- 
rit  of  litigation,  during  many  year*  agO|  has  prevailed  among 
the  people^  Dnfortunately  for  them,  this  fpirit  was  original-* 
ly  imported  by  (Irangers,  perfons  whom  the  courtefy  of  the 
country  dignified  with  the  name  of  gtutlemeUf  but  as  mflcb 

entitled 

-*  Ihrecluded  from  an  eafy  communication  with  th«  countries  around,  livicj 
in  the  midll  of  hills  and  fcattercd  defiles,  at  the  diftance  ot  40  mcafured  ui.ci 
from  the  neareft  fca-port,  the  (ituatlon  of  the  people  is  very  unf^^'ourable  rVr 
fuch  an  attempt ;  befides  that,  they  have  few  materials  to  work  upon.  Thsl: 
cattle  and  Iheep,  the  llaple  commodities,  are  djiveo*to  the  S.,  and  fold  tbere» 
and  their  wool  raw  and  uiiwrought,  to  the  low  countries  of  Banff  and  Morav. 
fliircs.  Even  Xhould  that  fpirit  of  entcrprilc  roufe  them,  it  could  not  be  cf 
long  duration.  The  difficulty  of  getting  fuel  where  the  centre  of  the  countrr 
lies  far  from  mofles,  the  dearnefs  of  provifions  where  the  hnJ  feldom  produce* 
a  fufficiency  to  fupport  its  inhabitants,  would  dampen  their  efforts^  as  thf> 
would  foon  experience  the  maoifeft  advantage  of  others  over  them,  ia  the  coov 
petition  cf  the  diHant  market.  Before  the  year  I745»  that  asra  of  inaovaiiob 
in  the  Highlands,  every  one  almoft  in  this  country,  like  the  famous  Crufoe,  «*» 
his  own  artifan.  No  later  than  laft  fommef,  a  flioemakcf  frort  Edinburgh,  isi 
« tailor  from  Dundee,  were  obliged  to  defert  the  country  for  want  of  emplo*. 
ment.  Where  there  are  almoft  no  handicraftfmen,  there  can  be  no  appreuliU» 
In  a  country  fo  remote  from  that  clement^  there  can  be  no  feamen. 
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UMOceplaUe  to  the  oirioas  reader,  te  fuhioia  •  p«flege  fna 
«*  Burclaj  de  Regoo,  et  Regali  poteftatc/'  defcribing  a  fingulat 
kind  of  kuatusg  feaft*  with  which  the  Earl  of  AthoU  enter. 
tallied  Marjr  Qoeea  of  Soots  *• 

la 

pofed  to  VkWft  eziited  formerty,  as  it  may  (till  be  traced  in  the  iianie  of  foee 
TiTers.  The  Caledonian  Tea,  according  to  the  Alexandrian  geograplicr,  ezt^i^d- 
td  fwm  the  Moll  of  Galloway  to  Faro  Head.    Af»ri««.  fays  he,  «a«f«  w^ 

e  "  Anno,"  fays  he,  *'  1553,  Ck>iies  Atholiv  ex  legio  Sukgokoc  pnnccp^ 
vcnationem  ingeotl  apparatu  e€  magnis  famptlbus,  optims  atqoe  illuftriffioc 
reginx  Scotiae  exhibuit,  cui  ego  tunc  adolefcensintereci.  Cuja£iaK)di  venatiooeia 
regiaoi  uoftrales  appellare  folent.  Habebat  aatem  comes  ad  doo  miUim  Seotonw 
uontafiorum,  quoi  vos  hie  Scotoa  fylvetrcs  af^Uatis,  ^quibus  nesMinm  dedk 
ot  cervw  cogercnt  ex  fylvts  et  montibus  Atholic^  Badenachs,  Mafric,  Ifan- 
^ris,  aUif<|ae  vicinis  regionibus ;  atque  ad  locum  agexent  venationi  deftioaSoB. 
Illi  vero,  at  funt  valde  pernices  et  expediti,  Ita  dies  nodlefque  concuriani&t,  at 
intra  bimenGs  tempus  amplitls  2000  cenrorum,  cum  damis  et  capreis  amn  ■ 
locum  compulertiit :  quoi  reginae,  princlpibufqae  in  vaile  oan6dMUbas»  et  ca- 
tens  ^ni  una  aderant  ommbui  vifendos  venandofque  pnfo6mnat.  Sd  jo 
dihi  crede,  onjiet  ilU  cervi,  relut  agmine  compofito  incedebant  Hitftt  emsu 
hxrebitque  Temper  id  ftnimo  fpeAacuiom  meo,  at  ducem  nnom  et  re^iK 
rem  ccmMMS  pcacantem,  quern  alii  qanqoo  iret  (ubfequdkantnr*  U  mtum^ 
cetYus  ecat  forma  prsftaati  et  comibus,  iagens  qaa  ex  fc  nea  xaediocrcB 
aniaio  eapit  voluptatem;  cepit  mox  et  timoreai,  nbi  ad  earn  Atholins,  qui  t^ 
libttsapocKitiaveBatiombusairueverat,  videt  inqoit  ducem  ilium  comigcniai, 
qui  tviaaam  pr»it  ?  penculum  nobis  ab  iUo  eft.  Si  enim  aJiquis  eum  Inai;  n. 
morve  ab  iito  montis  dorfo  in  hanc  planitiem  compalent  noftmin  £bi  qoii^itf 
IHTO^iciat :  nemo  eerie  ab  injuiia  luliis  erit :  quandoquidem  cvteri  cum  fcqaea. 
cur  oenfertim,  ot  viam,  fibi  ad  hanc,  qui  a  torgo  9ft  aumttm  aohia  fiQcukatis 
itatim  aperient.  Cojus  fententim  teritatem  alius  iUico  ewntos  patftfrcit.  Lau- 
tus  enim  regins  juSk  atque  inmifliu  in  lu^m  infignia  admodwm  atque  ksa 
canis  fiigientem  ioCequitur,  iu  cervom  ilium  duAorem  extonvit,  itC  setro  aoie 
venerat  fagam  capeflpiet :  cund^ique  cum  co  regreffi  eruperuot  ca  parte,  ^ 
aioutanaram  coiana  ar Aiffiaid  cingebanttir,  ipfis  vero  aMPtaais  aihil  ^m,  whU 
lierAigii  reliquum  fait,  aifi  ut  ftrati  in  erica  pronoa  fe  proc^lcari.  «at  pistau: 
^teteotur ;  quorum  nonanllos  cerri  traniiliendo  vulnenttaiit,  alteram  quoqac 
aut  tertium  peresaemat,  ut  itatim  r^ine  nunciatum  fuit.  £t  Teio  ita  ghnnc 
xati  evafiflent  omnes,  ni  homixics  UU  trenatus  peritiflSiai  ipfpi  i  veftifio  fecnu 

fljtt 
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In  thefe  mountains,  it  is  aflerted  bj  the  country  people, 
that  there  Is  a  fooiall  quadruped  which  thej  call  faroh.  la 
fummer  mornings  it  ifiues  from  its  lurking  places,  emitting 
a  kind  of  glutinous  mattier  fatal  to  horfes,  if  thejr  happen  te 
eat  of  the  grafs  upon  which  it  has  been  depofited.  It  is  fome- 
what  larger  than  a  mole,  of  a  browniQi  colour^  with  a  large 
head  difproportionate  to  its  bodj.  From  this  deformed  ap- 
pearance, and  its  noxious  quality,  the  word  feems  to  have 
been  transferred  to  denote  a  monfter,  a  cruel  mifchievous  per- 
fon,  who,  in  the  Gaelic  language,  is  ufuallj  called  a  famh- 
•f  hear*  Other  quadrupeds  once  indigenous  to  the  Grampian 
mountains  are  now  eztind,  and  now  known  oqIj  bj  name  % 
fuch  as  the  Torc-neimh,  or  wild  boar  *,  an  Ion,  or  the  bifon» 
Liurds,  and  ferpents,  may  be  frequently  met  with,  and, 
x>f  the  latter,  different  fpeciefes,  fome  of  them  flriped  and 
variegated,  others  black  and  hairy.  It  is  a  curious  faA,  that 
goats  eat  ferpents,  without  any  prejudice  from  their  bite^ 
Hence,  it  has  paiTed  into  a  proverb,  cleas  na  gaoithr  githeadh 
na  nathrach,  **  like  the  goat  eating  the  ferpent,"  importing  % 
querulous  temper  in  the  midft  of  plenty.  Incredible  as  this 
faft  may'appear,  it  may  not  be  improbable.  Goats  are  ani- 
mals that  feed  much  upon  plants  apd  herbs ;  and  upan  the 
fuppofition  that  the  bite  of  ferpents  were  more  poifonous  than 
what  they  are  known  to  be  in  our  northern  latitudes ;  yet, 
by  an  inftmft  of  naturci  goats  might  be  Jed  to  have  re- 

Vol.  XI|.  3  L  courfe 

arte  quadtm  enremos  ab  ipCo  a^ne  diftrtziiTent,  qui  mox  reftnit  et  nobiiium 
canibus  io  pnedam  ctffiere.  Confe^i  autem  ro  die  fuenint  circiter  360  cum  5  lupia 
et  capreis  aliquot.'* 

*  It  has  been  afierted  by  fonue  antiquaries,  that  the  bear  was  never  a  na- 
tive 01  Scotland.  It  is  a  fad,  however,  well  vouched,  that  during  the  refi- 
dence  of  the  Romans  in  Britain,  bears  were  Cent  from  it  to  Rome  and  baite4 
there.  In  an  ancie«t  Gaelic  Poem  afcribed  to  Oifian,  the  hero  Deraud  if  iiM4 
IQ  have  been  killed  by  a  bear  on  Beina  GhieUeinn  in  Perthihiref 
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coarfe  to  fuch  plants  aod  herbs  as  are  an  antidote  aninfl  their 
|)iie*. 

*  la  confinnttion  of  this  fuppofition,  there  as  a  pleafant  little  ftoiy  toU  is 
elegant  I^itinity,  bj  Vanier  the  Jefutt.  It  will  not  perhaps  be  altogether  a  dl. 
^ffion  to  cite  the  terfes. 

Muftela  didicit  quondam  inonftrante  colonas 
Tablficos,  quid  rata  valet  ferpentis  ad  iifbif, 
Jlla  Mlu^antem  cum  forte  Uceflcret  atigucm ; 
Ifiledi*  quoties  membris  lethale  venecum 
Hauferat,  ad  rutam  fogiens,  tacfluque  falubri 
Occulte  medicans,  non  Cegnior  ibat  in  hoftem, 
Rufticus  eicelfo  rem  demiratus  nh  agro, 
Avulfis)  qu«  fola  fuit,  radkibos  herbam 
AbftuUt ;  exanimis  cadit  heu  I  muftela  vcneno 
Torgida  nam  toto  rutam  dum  qoseritnt  agio, 
Intima  corda  fubit,  jam  non  medicabile  virus. 

After  thii  cifual  manner,  many  of  the  medicaments  of  modern  pharmarf^ 
have  been  originally  difcovered. 

There  is  alfd  a  fmall  kind  of  reptile  called  bratag,  covered  with  a  dowoy 
hair,  alternately  fpotted  into  black  and  white ;  if  cattle  happen  to  eat  it,  they 
generally  ftvell,  and  fometimei  die.  It  has  the  fame  eifc^  upon  ihecp.  The 
birds  in  this  pariA  are  of  the  fame  genus  and  fpecies  with  thofe  of  the  neigh* 
bouring  countries;  fuch  as  moarfowl,  partridges,  wild  duck,  crows,  magpies 
vrood  pigeons,  hawks,  kites,  owls,  heron%  fnipes,  king's  fifher,  fwallows,  fpar- 
fows,  blackbird,  and  tbrufti.  In  the  higher  hills,  are  ptarmagans.  In  the  fteep 
vnd  abnipt  rocks  of  Glesavon,  the  esigle  buikls  its  eyry ;  and  dunog  the 
latter  end  of  (pring,  and  beginning  of  fummer,  is  very  deftru^ve  to  kids, 
lanibs,  and  fawns.  Some  of  the  more  adventurous  (hepherds,  watching  them 
at  this  feafon  of  depredation,  frequently  fcale  the  rugged  rocks,  where  they 
neitle,  and  (hare  with  their  young  in  the  fpoiL  Till  of  late  years  that  his  fe- 
queftered  haunts  have  been  diftusbed  by  the  iotrwfien  vf  more  mimenws  flocks 
of  Iheep,  the  black  cock,  or  gallus  Sdoticanus,  was  wmM  to  haH  the  dawa  of 
the  vernal  morning  amidft  the  heaths  of  this  country.  If,  like  the  feathered 
tribe  in  &fop,  this  fine  bird  could  artkulate,  be  mi^tTomplaia  with  the  Peet, 
**  Nos  patriam  iugimus,  et  dtikia  bnquimus  arva.**  Now  he  has  fled  to  Strath- 
i^y,  whete  the  numerous  and  eetenfive  woods  aflbrd  him  a  iecvre  retreat.  The 
^lack  cock  is  well  defcribed  by  teflie,  in  his  HiAory  of  Scotland.  **  Alia  avis,** 
lays  he,  **  eft  etiaa  in  his  rrgiosiibus  sMBcroft,  fiiperi^c  mioor  [the  caper- 
•'     •  coillej 
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iVond^  Shrubs f  fferis,  ficc— At  a  period  perhaps  not  Tcry 
remote,  this  countrj  was  covered  with  wood.  In  the  hills 
and  mofies  by  which  it  is  bordered,^  fir^root  is  found  in  fuch 
abundance,  that  it  fiipplies  the  inhabitants  with  a  warm  and 
luminous  light  during  the  tedious  nights  of  winter.  Fre^- 
quentljr  large  tmalis  of  the  fir  are  found  at  a  confiderabkl 
depth  below  the  fiirface.  Occupied  in  this  emplojment,  many 
of  the  poorer  people  drive  the  root  to  the  low  countrj*  fromi 
which  thej  bring  meal,  iron>  fait,  and  other  articles  in  ex« 
change  ;  and  by  this  mode  of  induftrj^  earn  a  precarious  fub« 
fiftence  for  them&ives  and  families  during  the  fummer  fea« 
fons.  No  fir-wood,  however,  at  prefent  ez'tflt ,  except  a  few 
Scattered  trees  in  the  (buthern  eztremitj^  upon  the  banks  o£ 
the  Avon.  The  only  woods  to  be  ieen,  are  birch  and  alder^ 
and  thefe  coveting  but  a  fooiall  extent  of  ground.  Till  of  late, 
groves  of  alder,  in  which  were  trees  of  pretty  Urge  dtmen* 
(ions,  grew,  in  fereral  places  along  the  banks  of  the  river^ 
but  now  tbty  are  aknoft  cut  down,  and  will  foon  be  totally 
confumed.  Thefie,  with  H  little  hazel,  thorns,  haw-thorns^ 
holly^  ijrillowsi  and  mountain-aih,  are  the  only  fpecies  o£ 
wood  that  ftill  remain.  Indigenous  flirubs  of  different  kiada 
grow  wild  in  (he  hills,  that  carry  fruiti  fach  as  wild  firaw« 

3  L  2  krries; 

coille]  hirfutis  pcdlbus,  palpcbrls  rubricantibus ;  noftri  gxtlun  olgrusB  teiquo- 
rum  appcUitant."  The  caper-coille,  once  a  native  here,  is  now  totally  extinft, 
and  known  only  by  name.  Ho  continued  in  Strathfpey  till  the  year  174s*  Th« 
laft  feen  in  Scotland,  was  in  tke  woods  of  Strathglas,  about  32  years  ago. 

If  the  fwallow  may  be  excepttd,  the  cuckoo  and  lapwing,  **  tiring  iti  echoes 
with  unvaried  cries/*  lire  the  only  migratory  birds  that  pay  thieii  a'n^al  vifits' 
to  this  country ;  aod  after  a  fliort  (lay,  wing  their  flight  to  more  genial  cli* 
mates.  The  former  feldom  appears  before  the  beginning  of  May,  and  often  its 
Arrival  is  announced  by  cold  blafls  from  the  N.,  and  (bowers  of  Cnow,  which 
are  confidered  as  an  aufpicious  omen  of  the  approaching  fummer.  This  tem" 
forary  rigour  of  the  weather  is  called  by  tha  people,  glas«(hiontachd  na  ^a'cB'^ 
0r  the  heavy  ftorm  of  the  cuckoo. 
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berries,  two  kinds  of  blapk  berries,  and  two  of  red'berrfesr 
In  the  beginning  of  barveft,  when  thefe  fruits  are  ripe,  thej 
are  fought  for  with  aviditj  by  the  poorer  children,  to  whom, 
during  the  feafotv  of  their  maturitj,  they  fupply  a  portion  of 
food.  It  is  prObaUe,  that  formerly,  if  at  any  time  the  la- 
bours of  the  chafe  proved  nnfaccetsful,  even  the  men  and 
women  of  aneient  Caledonia  allayed  their  hunger  by  thefo 
fpontaneous  produftions  of  nature.  Dio  Caffius  exprtfsly  af- 
ferts,  that  our*  anceftors  made  u£e  of  a  vegetaUe  prepasatiimy 
by  which  they  feprefied,  for  a  time,  that  importunate  appe- 
tite. Casfar  feems  to  allude  to  it  in  his  defcripti<Hi  of  the 
Chara.  The  foft  infleded  Chara  of  the  Roman,  evidently  points 
to  the  Cor  of  the  Caledonians.  Cor  iignifies  excellent,  fnper- 
eminent,  a  very  expreilive  and  appropriate  name,  if  it  fi^>- 
plied  the  place  of  food.  It  grows  a  little  below  the  furface 
of  the  ground,  and  ipreads  laterally  into*  feveral  ramifica- 
tions, carrying  larger  or  fmaller  knobs  according,  to  the  foil, 
an(^  at  irregular  diftances.  In  fpring  it  protrades  a-  foudl 
greeniih  ftalk,  and  in  fummer  bears  a  beautiful  flowtr,  which 
changing  into  pods,  contains  feed,  when  the  root  becomes  in- 
fipid  and  lofes  its  virtue.  The  country  people,  even  at  pre- 
ient,r  are- wont  to  fteep  it  among  water,*  where  having  conti<- 
nued  for  fome  days,  it  becomes  a  pleafant  and  nutritive 
drink.  Till  of  late  that  the  little  wood  of  the  kind  has  been 
better  preferved,  the  inhabitants  ufed  in  die  mondi  of  March 
to  extra£t  a  liquid  from  the  bireh,  called*  fion-na-uifg,  a 
bheatha,  which  they  coniidered  as  very  falubrious  and  condu« 
cive  to  longevity.  By  an  eafy  metaphor,  the  name  has  been 
transferred  to  denominate  that  well  known  fpirit  diftilled 
from  malt  i  but  a  fpirit  of  difibrent  eflfeAs  in  it&  con&q&ence. 

It 

«  The  wine  or  water  of  the  birch,  or  the  water  of  lUe,  iii  allulioa  to  itt  &• 

lubrity. 
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ft  mtfy  not  perhaps  be  improper  to  obferve,  that  a  tradix 
tioa  prevails  among  the  Highlanders,  that  together  with  thefe^ 
the  Pi&s  were  acquainted  with  the  art  of  eztrafting  a  deli-> 
cious  beverage  from  heath,  and  of  an  intoxicating  quality. 
£xcept  to  make  a  jellow  dje,  the  ufes  of  this  ihrub  at  pre- 
fenty  are  unknown*  But  there  i)s  a  probabilitj,  that  in  Au- 
gttft,  when  it  carries  a  beautifid  purple  bloom,  if  k  were 
cropped  in  fufficient  quantities,  what  is  now  eoniidered  as  a 
fidion,  might,  by  proper  ikiH,  be  realized ,  for,  at  that  fea« 
foD^  it  emits  fragrant  and  honied  effluvia  *« 

Language^ 

*  The  writtr  of  tbis  ftatUtical  article  is  not  fo  well  acquainted  with  the 
fcience  of  botany,  as  to  be  able  to  enumerate  the  Tarious  plants-  and  herbs  that 
^row  in  this  diftii^  He  believes  few  uncommon  ones  are  to  be  met  with; 
unle(s  among  the  Grampian  mountains,  which  might  afibrd  a  rich  field  of  ob-* 
fervation  to  the  naturalift.  The  plant  called  an  dubh-chofachf  black  footed,  or 
maiden  hair,  is  frequently  gathered  among  the  woods  and  rocks,  and  ufed  as  a 
tea  in  afthmatic  complaints.  Another  plant  grows  in  federal  parts  of  the  parilbv 
and  rifes  en  a  ftalk  near  %  feet  in  height.  It  fpreads-  into  fimall  branches,  with 
flutfp-potnted  leaves  of  a  pale  green,,  and  bears  a  pretty  large  berry,  red  at  firft^ 
but  changing  into  a  livid  hue  as  it  ripens.  Perhaps  it  may  be  the  (blanun& 
fomjufcrum  of  the  historian  Buchanan,  by  the  aid  of  which,  infbfed  in  the 
drink,  and  mixed  with  the  meat  prefented  by  King  Duncan  to  the  Danes^  he 
and  his  generals  gained  a  decifive  victory  over  that  barbarous  people.  This 
berry  is  ftill  confidered  as  poifonous  by  the  country  people,  and  they  caatioufly 
abftain  from  it. 

Modem  fcepticifm  rejedls  the  above  paflage  of  the  hiitory,  and  confiders  it  as 
fi^itious ;  but  in  ancient  times  when  the  wants  of  the  inhabitants  were  few, 
gratified  fiom  the  fpontaneous  produAions  of  the  field,  or  the  beafts  of  the  fo- 
reft  \  as  they  lived  almoft  conftantly  in.  the  open  air,  climbing  rugged  moun- 
taias,  or  plunging  into  woody  dales ;  they  muft  neceflarily  acquire  a  coofider* 
able  knowledge  of  plants  and  herbs,  together  with  their  various  and  (jpecific 
qualities:  bcfides  that  agriculture  being  in  a  rude  ftate,  and  many  of  the  pre- 
lent  domcfticated  animals  unknown,  owing  to  thefe  caufes,  the  vegetable  race 
would  arrive  at  a  higher  degree  of  perfeAioo,  and  their  virtues  would  confe- 
quently  operate  with  more  energy  and  efiedl.  In  the  lift  of  plants,  muft  be 
reckoned  the  feamrog,  or  the  wiid ,  trefoil,  in  gveat  cftimation  of  old  with  the 
Druids.    It  is  ftUl  confidered  at  an  anodyne  in  the  dlfeafes  of  cattle :  from  this 

circumftanco 
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Zangttagf,-^Tht  common  idiom  of  this  covntiy^  is  a  di2* 
left  of  the  ancient  Celtic,  which  in  remote  ages  pervaded  the 
fouthem  and  wcftem  regions  of  Europe ;  and  to^edier  with 
the  Gothic,  divided  this  quarter  of  the  globe  into  two  radi« 
cal  and  diilinft  languages.    Thongh  the  latter^  owing  to  die 
better  fortune  of  the  peojde  who  fpoke  it,  has  prerailed  orer 
the  former,  jet  majr  a  confiderable  portion  of  the  roots  of 
federal  modem  language!  be  traced  to  a  Celtic  original.  This« 
however,  is  i\ot  the  place  for  fuch  difcuiEoas.     The  dialed 
fpoken  in  this  couatrj  is  growing  dailj  more  corrupted,  hj 
the  admillionof  Anglicifms,  and  a  number  of  terms  unknown 
to  the  iimple  arts  of  the  ancient  Highlanders.     Such  is  the 
folly  or  bad  tafte  of  the  people^  that  thej  gratify  a  prepoftcr* 
ous  vanity  from  this  kind  of  innovation.     It  may  therefore 
be  well  fuppofed,  that  the  language  is  upon  the  decline  ;  that 
the  harmony  of  its  cadence  is  gradually  changing,  and  the 
purity  of  its  ftru&ure  mixing  with  foreign  idioms.     The 
young  people  fpeak  Gaelic  and   Engliih  indifferentlj,  and 
with  equal  impropriety.     Their  uncouth  articulation  of  dif- 
cordant  words  and  jarring  founds,  refembles  the  mufick  of 
frogs  in  a  Dutch  canal,  harfh  and  difgufting  to  the  Attic  ear 
of  a  genuine  Highlander.     Some  of  the  old  peoj^  fpeak  tlic 
Gaelic,  and  confequently  with  a  degree  of  propriety.     Oa 
fubjcfts  of  common  occurrence,  they  are  at  no  lofs  for  ex- 
preflioa  in  well  chofen  and  natural  language.    Hence,  it  may 
be  inferred,  that  the  pari(h  of  Kirkihichael  fpoke  the  fam& 
dialeiEt  of  the  Celtic  that  is  now  fpoken  in  Badenoch,  making 
allowance  for  fome  little  difference,  in  point  of  pronunciatioq. 

In 

circtimftance  it  ht$  ^rivcd  its  name.  Scimh,  in  tW  Gfteltc,  fignilyiag  pad- 
fick  and  footliing.  When  gathered,  it  is  plucked  by  tlM  left  hand.  Tbe  per- 
ion  thus  employed,  muft  be  fiicnt»  and  never  Icok  back  till  the  bttfiooCi  be  fi- 
niflzed;  * 
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[n  terms  defcriptive  of  the  objeAs  of  nature  and  local  fitua« 
rlons  ;  in  the  names  of  the  feafons  of  the  year,  of  mountaios, 
UikeSy  brooks,  and  rivers,  theii:  language  is  as  jufl  and  ap- 
propriate as  any  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland.  There  are  a 
few  words,  however,  that  would  feem  peculiar  to  themfelves, 
but  which  may  be  traced  to  the  parent  Celtic  ;  fome  words 
are  ufed  by  them  metaphorically  and  not  unappoGtely  applied; 
of  the  latter  are  brath,  fignifying  in  the  Druidical  mythology, 
fire,  particularly  the  fire  of  the  univerfal  conflagration, 
Brath  is  ufed  in  this  country  to  denote  a  high  degree  of  ve^ 
hcmence  and  pafSon.  Thanig-brath-air — he  was  feized  with 
rage.  When  they  would  exprefs  the  impoflibility  of  per- 
forming any  thing ;  they  fay,  cha  neille  linn  domh  a  dheaun- 
earnh — no  age  <^  mine  can  perform  it.  Line  in  its  primi- 
tive acceptation,  fignifies  a  generation,  but  figuratively  that 
period  of  time  in  which  a  generation  becomes  extinfl.  Mane 
tooy  in  this  country,  is  ufed  to  denote  good  fortune.  Ata 
mane  an  eifg  air — ^he  has  the  luck  of  fifh.  From  this  word, 
the  manes  of  the  Romans  have  been  originally  derived.  Ac- 
cording to  Varro,  Manus  Deus  was  a  propitious  deity  with 
the  ancient  inhabitants  of  Latium.  Armun  is  another  word 
in  ufe  among  the  people  here,  efpecially  in  their  fongs.  They 
borrowed  it  from  the  Hebrid  Ifles.  It  is  of  Norwegian  ex- 
tra£lion,  and  ufed  as  the  appellative  for  a  hero,  derived  from 
Arminius  the  celebrated  hero  of  Germany,  mentioned  by  Ta- 
citus. Prarliis,  fays  that  admirable,  writer,  ambiguos,  bello 
non  viftus. — caniturque,  adhuc  barbaras  apud  gentes.  In 
this  country  they  have  ftill  many  proverbs,  and  many  of  them 
beautiful,  both  with  refpeft  to  language  and  fentiment.  The 
infertion,  however,  of  one  of  thefe,  at  prefent,  may  be  fuf- 
^cient.  Eifd,  fay  they,  ri  gaoth  non  gleann,  gus  an  traogh 
pa  'huifgachaibh — Liften  to  the  winds  of  the  hills  till  the 

waters 


niraters  ailuage ;  importing  that  paflion  Ihould  be  refirained  tffl 
^hc  voice  of  reafon  be  heard  *. 

Superjlitiont^ 

*  The  feveral  branches  of  the  Celtic  now  eziftio|r  in  Europe,  are  a  venerable 
•Donument  of  antiquitj.  Independent  of  the  intrinfic  excellence,  were  all  the 
words  contained  in  them  digefted  and  formed  into  a  di^onary,  it  might  throw 
confiderable  light  upon  the  hiftory  .of  a  people,  who(e  maimers,  cuftems,  arts, 
and  fciences,  the  revolution  of  ages  has  ihatched  firom  authentic  records.  Mr. 
Gibbon  in  his  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Eaapire,  o^ferves,  that  there  is 
room  fer  a  very  interefting  work,  to  lay  open  tiie  connexion  between  the  lan- 
guage and  the  manners  of  a  people.  Few  languages  are  better  calculated  Ux 
^his  purpoCe  than  the  Celtic.  Every  one  acquainted  with  it,  and  endued  witk 
a  tafte  to  relifli  Its  beauties,  muit  acknowledge  Its  energy  and  defcriptijre  powers. 
£qually  adapted  to  melt,  or  to  roufe,  it  has  a  ftyle  appropriated  to  the  various 
pafilons.  Inilead  of  conveying  feeble' ideas,  it  exhibits  lively  pIdUires.  Sodo- 
»ons  and  ImprefTive,  when  the  occafion  requires,  it  penetrates  the  inmoft  re. 
celTes  of  the  foul.  When  the  Greek  and  Roman  languages  were  in  their  in- 
fancy, the  Celtic  lent  them  its  aid  ;  for,  many  words  of  the  two  former  arc  ob- 
■vieuily  derived  from  the  latter.  In  a  period  then  of  fuch  enterprife  and  iiD> 
provement  as  the  prefent,  when  philofophic  curiofity  explores  the  remoteft  car- 
ers of  the  globe,  to  enlarge  the  circle  of  huqian  knowledge,  it  Is  fomewhat 
extraordinary,  that  a  language  io  ancient,  and  once  fo  widely  difiufed,  ihould 
be  configned  to  Its  fate,  without  one  public  effort  to  preferve  its  relicks  and 
ttanfmit  them  to  pollerity.  To  accompUfli  fuch  a  defirable  .objed^  would  not 
be  unworthy  of  the  patronage  of  the  Highland  Society  of  Lorkdon.  As  that  xt» 
fpeftable  body  confifts  of  noblemen  and  geptlemen  of  independent  fortunes  s 
fmall  (bare  of  the  fuperfluity  of  their  affluence,  might  be  fucceisfully  employed 
to  arreft  what  flill  remams  of  the  Celtic,  and  retrieve  It  from  oblivion.  Seveitl 
attempts  of  this  kind  have  been  made,  but  they  hare  been  partial  mod  im- 
perfedt.  There  is  ftill  wanting  a  work  to  embrace  the  whole,  and  which 
cannot  be  accompliflied  without  the  patronage  and  m^unificence  of  the  greaL 
}i  the  £rapre{*  of  Rufiia  has  fent  learned  men  to  colled^  and  explain  the  jar> 
gons  fpok^n  by  the  various  tribes  of  barbarians  inhabiting  the  inhofpitable  Can- 
cafus,  fhould  not  Aich  a  liberal  example  engage  the  attention,  and  excite  the 
imitation  of  a  more  refined  and  civilized  people  ?  A  di^ionary  of  the  Gaelic 
is  now  in  contemplation  in  Argyllfkire,  and  the  letters  of  its  alphabet  are  di- 
yided  among  an  equal  number  of  clergymen ;  but  as  thefe  gentlemen  arc  con- 
fined to  a  particulat  county,  anfl  confider  their  own  as  the  ilandard  dialed  of 
the  Highlands,  they  make  little  inquiry  concerning  the  modes  of  fpeech  that 
i»FevaU  ta  oth^f  countries ;  confequcntly  many  pure  and  geouine  Celtic  words 

moSi 
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9mpn:fii$ipns^  Ghofis,  Fairui,  Gnni,  &c.-*>Ia  a  ftatiftical 
accoqaty  even  the  weakaefles  of  the  hiunan  miDd  maj  afford 
fom^  little  entertainnient^  That  fear  and  ignorance  incident 
to  a  rode  ftate,  have  always  been  prpduftiye  of  opinions, 
rites,  9|id  obfervances  which  enlightened,  reafon  difclaiins* 
Bn|  among  the  vulgar,  who  have  not  an  opportuni^  of  culti- 
vating this  faculty,  old  prejudices  endeared  to  them  bj  the 
creed  of  their  ai^ceftors,  will  long  continue  to  mainrain  their 
influence.  It  maj  therefore  be  eafily  imagined,  that  this 
cxKintiy  has  its  due  proportion  of  that  fuperftition  which  ge- 
nerally prevails  over  the  Highlands.  Unable  to  account  for 
die  caufe,  they  confider  the  eSe&s  of  times  and  feafons,  as 
crertain  and  infallible.  The  moon  in  her  increafe,  full  growth, 
and  in  her  wane,  are  with  them  the  emblems  of  a  rifing, 
flouriihing,  and  declining  fortune.  At  the  laft  period  of  her 
rcvolutioa,  diey  carefully  avoid  to  engage  in  any  bufinefa  of 
importance ;  but  the  firft  and  the  middle  they  feize  with  a- 
▼idi^,  prefaging  the  moft  aufpicious  iflue  to  their  undertak- 
ings. Poor  Martinus  Scriblerus  never  more  anxipufly  watch- 
ed the  blowing  of  the  weft  wind  to  fecure  an  heir  to  his  ge- 
nius, than  the  love-fick  fwain  and  his  nymph  for  the  coming 
of  the  new  moon  to  be  noofed  together  in  nutrimony.  Should 
the  planet  happen  to  be  at  the  height  of  her  fplendour  when 
the  ceremony  is  performed,  their  future  life  will  be  a  fcene 
of  feftivity,  and  all  its  paths  ftrewed  over  with  rofe-buds  of 
delight.  But  when  her  tapering  horns  are  turned  towards 
the  N.,  pailion  becomes  froft-bound,  and  fddom  thaws  till 
the  genial  feafon  again  approaches.    From  the  moon,  they 

Vol.  XII.  3  M  ,  not 

muft  efcftpe  their  refearches,  and  be  loft  to  the  langnagc ;  for  this  reafoo  it 
wooU  be  neceflirf  that  every  comer  of  the  Htghlandi  fliould  be  ranfacked,  and 
the  words  peculiar  to  each,  coUeaed  and  explained.  It  may  farther  be  obferred, 
that  the  Celtic  philologift  ihould  be  well  fldUed  in  the  Latin  and  Greek  laa* 
f  u»^e9,  and  perhaps  in-  thofe  of  France  and  Italy. 
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not  only  draw  prognoftiditioni  of  tha  weather,  but  acootd- 
iog  to  their  creed,  alfo  difcover  fbture  events.  There  tfa«7 
are  dimlj  poprtrayed,  and  ingenious  illnfion  never  hH^  izt 
tlie  ezphmation.  The  veneration  paid  to  this  planet,  and  the 
opinion  of  its  inflnenoes,  are  obvious  from  the  meaning  ftiU 
afHzed  to  fome  words  of  the  Gaelic  language.  In  Dmidxc 
mjthologj,  when  the  circle  of  the  moon  was  complete^  for- 
tune then  promifed  to  be  the  mod  propitious.  Agreeably  to 
this  idea,  rath,  which  fignifies  in  Gkielic,  a  wheel  or  circle, 
is  transferred  tafignifj  fortune.  They  Ciy,  "  ata  rath  air,** 
he  is  fortunate.  The  wane,  when  the  cirde  is  diminilhing, 
and  confequently  unlucky,  they  caH  mi-rath.  Of  one  that 
is  unfortunate,  they  fuy,  ^  aia  mi-rath  air.'*  Seas  uil,  and 
Tuath  uil,  are  fynonimous  exprcffions,  allafive  to*  a  circular 
movement  obfervcd  in  the  Druidic  worfliip. 

Nor  is  it  to  the  moon  alone  that  they  dired  their  regards  ; 
almoft  every  feafon  of  the  year  claims  a  ihare  of  their  fuper. 
ftition:  Saimh-theine,  or  Hallow  Ere;  B^il-teine,  or  thefirft 
day  of  May  ;  and  Oidhch'  GhoiHe,  or  the  firft  night  of  Janu- 
ary. •  llie  rites  obferved  at  Saimh-Aeine,  and  Beil-teine,  are 
well  known,  and  need  not  be  defcribed.  But  on  the  firft  night 
of  January,  they  obferve,  with  anxious  attention,  the  diipo^ 
iition  of  the  atmofphere.  As  it  is  calm  or  boiiierous;  as  the 
wind  blows  from  the  S.  or  the  N.;  from  .the  E.  or  the  W., 
they  prognofticate  the  nature  of  the  weather,  till  the  condu^ 
fion  of  the  year.  The  firil  night  of  the  New  Year,  when 
the  wind  blows  from  the  W.,  they  call  dar-na  coille,  the  night 
of  the  fecundation  of  the  trees  ;  and  from  this  circumfiance 
has  been  derived  the  name  of  that  night  in  the  Gaelic  *  lan- 

guage. 

*  The  opinion  oi  tiie  ^nial  and  fertilizing  nature  of  the*  wift  wind,  fo^pir- 
vftlcut  iomuiw  countries  of  the  Higtv'ands^  is  one  of  thoOe  opiaions  that  feem 
lo  have  dcfv ended  tt)  thsm  from  the  Diuzds.    Virgil  who  wa^  bora  in  the  Cif- 

alpiae 
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g«age.  Their  fsuth  in  the  above  ligs^  is  coached  \a  the 
following  yerfes : 

Gfloth  a  deas,  teas  is  iorradh^ 
Gaoth  a  niar,  iafg  is  bainne, 
Gaoth  a  tuath^  fuachd  is  gailinn, 
Gaoth  a  near,  meas  air  chrannaibh. 

<'  The  wind  of  the  S.  will  be  produaiv^e  of  heat  and  fertili. 
tj ;  the  wind  of  the  W.  of  milk  and  filh.;  the  wind  from 
the  N.  cf  cold  and  ftorm ;  the  wind  from  the  £•  of  fruit  on 
the  trees." 

The  appearance  of  the  firft  three  days  of  «rioter  is  alfo 
ohferved : 

Dorach  doiranta'  dubh, 
Ghead  tri  la  do'n  gheamthra ; 
•Ge.be  bheire  geil  dhe'n  chroip 
Cha  tugainn  's  e  gu  famthra* 

3  M  a  **  Dark, 

alpine  traul,  and  from  his  fituatlon  had  ao  opportuiutjr  of  htva%  well  acqaaint-. 
ed  with  the  doArines  of  that  order,  has  adorned  his  poetry  with  feveral  beauti- 
lisl  atilufions  borrowed  from  their  philofophic  fyftem.  It  was  the  impreffioo  of 
the  iame  belief  with  them,  of  the  impregnating  power  of  the  air,  that  influen- 
ced hat  fancy  in  that  6ne  paflage  in  the  Georgidu. 

Turn  Pater  Omntpotens  faecundls  iipbribus  ^ther 
Conjugis  in  gnemium  Isets  defcendit,  et  omnes 
Magnus  alit,  magno  commiztns  corpore  foetus. 

InAT&miUr  ftrainof  belief,  he  wrote  that  paflage  an  the  Third  Gedrgick, 
where  he  defcribes  the  effe^s  of  the  weft  wind  in  a  latitude  bordering  upon  the 
marrftUous. 


-ili» 


Ore  omnes  Terfae  in  zephyrum,  ftant  rupibns  altiti, 
Eiceptantqne  Icires  auras :  et  fvpe  fine  nllis 
Anjttgiii^  Tento  gravidgg 
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^*  Darky  lurid,  and  fiortny,  the  firft  three  days  of  wiotet ; 
whoever  would  defpair  of  the  cattle,  I  would  not  tiD  fum^ 
mcr." 

The  fuperftitious  regard  paid  to  particular  titnes  and  fca- 
fons,  is  not  more  prevalent  in  this  countrj,  than  the  belief 
in  the  eziftence  of  ghofts.  On  the  fequeftered  hiD,  and  in 
the  darkfome  valley,  freqnentlj  does  the  benighted  traveller 
behold  the  vifionaxy  femblance  of  his  departed  friend,  per- 
haps of  his  enemy.  The  former  addrefles  him  in  the  ikn^ 
guage  of  affedion  ;  if  danger  is  approaching,  he  is  warned 
to  prepare  againft  it,  or  the  means  of  avoiding  it  difdofcd. 
By  the  latter,  he  is  attacked  with  the  vehemence  of  refent- 
ment.  The  inhabitants  of  this,  and  the  vifitant  from  the 
other  world,  engage  in  furious  combat.  For  a  while,  tibe 
vidory  is  in  fufpenfe.  At  length  the  ghoft  is  overthrown, 
and  his  violence  appeafed :  a  few  traits  of  his  life  upon  earth 
are  defcribed.  If  he  ftole  a  ploughihare  from  his  neighbour, 
the  place  where  it  lies  concealed  is  pointed  out.  His  anta- 
gonift  is  requefted  to  reAore  it  to  the  owner ;  and  if  he  fails, 
puniihnfont  is  threatened  to  follow  the  breach  of  pnnnife ; 
for,  till  reftitution  be  made,  fo  long  muft  the  miferable  cul- 
prit be  excluded  from  the  regions  pf  the  happy  *. 

Not 

♦  Thefc  illuGona  of  fancy  operate  fometimcs  with  fbch  force,  that  fevenb 
have  dic<t  in  confcquencc  of  them ;  and  fome  haTe  been  deprived  ff£  their  rea. 
fon.  Fragments  of  the  fpeeches  of  ghofts  are  frequently  recited ;  and.  like  the 
rcfponfcs  ef  the  Grecian  oracles,  are  generally  couched  in  verfe,  efpecially  the 
more  ancient  fragments.  Two  of  thefe  it  may  not  perhaps  be  improper  to  cite 
in  the  originaL  The  one  is  an  apoftrophe  from  a  beloved  wife,  to  foothe  the 
melancholy  of  a  defponding  hulband, 

Na  bidhea'  (fays  (he)  ro  ghaol,  's  na  bidhca'  fuath, 

Agad  air  fltiagh  innis  thread ; 

Na  fmuanaigh  air  na  chaidhe  bhiiait, 

*S  chuid  nach  teachsidh  bbuak,  gun  deid. 

•'  ladflge 


in  ghofts,  than  that  in  fairies.     The  legendary  records  of 
fsLncjp  tranfmitted  from  age  to  age,  have  aifigned  their  man<* 
fions  to  that  dafs  of  genii,  in  detached  hillocks  covered  with 
verdure,  fituated  on  the  banks  of  purling  brooks,  or  fnr- 
rounded  bj  thickets  of  wood.  Thefe  hillocks  are  called  fioth- 
dhoaan,  abbreviated  fioth-anan,  from  fioth,  peace,  and  dun, 
a  mound.     Thej  derive  this  name  from  the  pradice  of  the 
Druids,  who  were  wont  occafionaUj  to  retire  to  green  emi- 
nences   to  adminifter  juftice,   eftabliOi  peace,   and  compofe. 
differences  between  contending  parties.     As  that  venerable 
order  taught  a  Saoghl  hal,  or  world  beyond  the  prefent,  their 
foUowersi  when  they  were  no  more,  fondly  imagined,  that 
feats,  where  they  ezercifed  a  virtue  fo  beneficial  to  mankind, 
were  ftill  inhabited  by  them  in  their  difembodied  flate.     In 
the  autunmal  feafon,  when  the  moon  ihines  from  a  ferene 
iky,  often  is  the  wayfistring  traveller  arretted  by  the  mufick 
of  the  hills,  more  melodious  than  the  ftrains  of  Orpheus, 
charming  the  fhades,  and  reftoring  his  beloved  Eurydice  to 
the  regions  of  light. 

Cantu  conmiotse  Erebi,  de  fedibus  imis. 
Umbrae  ibant  tenues. 

Often 

**  Indulge  eiceis  neither  of  joj  nor  giief  toward  frail  mortals ;  dwell  not  on 
the  remembrance  of  the  dead ;  for  thefe  that  now  are,  muft  foon  depart.*' 

The  other  is  a  ftan2a  defcriptive  of  the  onembodied  ftate,  and  fuppofed  to  be 
uttered  by  a  ghoft,  not  unlike  that  of  Patrocolus  in  Homer. 

Bha  oii  (fays  he)  fad  an  cein  an  roir, 
B*  eatrom  's  bu  luainach  mo  ch^im ; 
*N  duradan  'n  gath  na  gr^ine, 
Cha  neille  connam  fein  do  neart. 

"*  Far  diftant  laft  night,  was  my  journey ;  light  and  bounding  were  my  ft«pt; 
taiiihlUiitial  as  tht  atom  m  the  beam  of  the  fun,  is  the  ftrength  of  my  form." 
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Often  ftruck  with  a  nore  folemn  fcene^  he  beholds  the  vi. 
fionarjr  hdnters  engaged  in  the  chafie,  and  parfoing  the  deer! 
of  the  clouds,  while  the  hoUow  rocks  in  long-foondiag  echoes  i 
reverberate  their  cries. 

Choros  aeqaalis  Drjadam  ^,  damore  fnpremoSp 
Implenint  montes  f. 

The 

*  If  onr  were  aHowed  to  iodolgc  in  coajeiftiire,  and  reafeo  finm  analog,  it 
might  be  afleited  with  an  a|ipearance  of  piobabilitj,  tbat  the  dryads  and  \^ 
madryads  of  the  Romans,  were  the  fame  with  the  dtvids  and  dnndeflcs  of  the 
Celts.  It  ii  univerfally  acknowledfed,  that  the  dryada  of  dte  Gfedcs  and  Sa» 
mans  derWe  their  name  from  the  Qraek  word  ifn^  6gnifyiaf  an  oak,  a^  draid, 
in  the  C^eltic,  from  daneh,  or  dent,  to  which  the  fame  meaning  is  aiSaed.  Ha- 
mjuiryad,  is  evidently  derived,  from  oi%  or  oigh,  a  Tirgia,  alwajrt  afperated  af- 
ttr  the  prefix  article  of  the  oUi^pie  cale  in  the  Odtic.  -NotwitfaAaadi^thr  j 
progrefliTe  incnrafe  of  knowledfe  and  proportional  decay  of  fiipecftitioB  in  the 
mghlands,  theie  genii  are  ftill  fuppofed  by  many  of  the  people  to  czift  in  the 
woods  and  fequeftered  valleys  of  the  mountains,  where  they  frequently  appcsr 
to  the  lonely  traveller,  clothed  in  green,  with  dilhcvelled  hair  floating  over  their 
flioulders,  and  with  faces  more  bbonnng  than  the  vermii  blufli  of  a  finmaer 
morning.  At  night  in  particular,  when  fancy  affimilates  to  its  own  ptecoa- 
ceived  ideas,  every  appearance,  and  every  fbond,  the  wandering  entiinfiaa  is 
frequently  enterutned  by  their  mufick,  more  melodious  than  he  ever  befoie 
heard.  It  u  curious  toobferve,  how  much  this  agreeable  deiufion  correfpoodt 
with  the  fttperftitioos  opinion  of  the  Romans,  concerning  the  fame  clafs  of  genii, 
reprcfented  under  different  names.  The  Epicurean  Lucretius  defcribes  the  cre- 
dulity in  the  following  beautilul  vetfes: 

Hsec  loca  capripedes  fatyros,  nymphafque  tcnere 

Fiaitimi  pingunt,  et  faunos  effe  loquuntur ;  i 

<^anun  no^ivago  ftrepitn,  ludoque  jocanti 

Adfirmant  volgo  ^agturna  (ilestia  mmpi  $ 

Cbordanimque  fonos  fieri,  dulceifque  querelas 

Tibia  quas  fundit  digttis  puUata  caaentum :  "  "         ^^' 

The  fauni  are  derived  from  the  eubates,  or  faidhtii  of  tKe Xeltfle.  ^i^  \%  • 
prophet ;  hence  is  derived  the  Roman  ii^ord  fari,  to  prophecy.'^  *'^    j 

f  There  are  feveral  now  living,  who  aflcrt  that  they  1lave"fi^  and  hcaid 
this  aerial  hunting ;  and  that  they  have  been  fuddeoly  Turrbunded  by  vlCooaiy 
iaci^ii  more  muaerous  than  leaves  (brewed^  the  itrekolt  ST'Yallndabmfa  in 

«.«:•'    '  '  Koefcmbar 
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Near  tne  kirk  ot  tins  paroti,  there  is  »  bmaUia  ooipe  nigh- 
) J  cekbratedy  and  aocientlj  dedicated  to  St.  Midiae).  Mtoy 
fL  patient  have  its  waters  reftored  to  healtfc*  and  mmy  more 
have  attefted  the  efficacj  of  their  virtues.  But,  ^s  t}$m  pre* 
fidtng  power  is  Cbmetimes  capriciaiiSi  aad  apt  ta  ^ffert  bis 
charge,  it  now  lies  negleded,  dbM)ked  with  weed**  imho- 
lio«red»  and  unfrequented.  lo  better  daji  i%  wu  not  fo ;  for 
the  winged  guardian  under  die  frfdMence  of  a  fij,  was  never 
abfeot  from  his  duty.    If  the  fober  matimi  w^fbed  co  know 

the 

IhippeH  rivers,  and  had  no  diyimtles  appropriated  to  tkem.  -  Scfcral  ancient  aa- 
thorities,  however,  might  be  adduced  to  evince  the  contrary.  Gildaa  ezprefslf 
fays,  '*  Ut  omittam,**  talking  of  the  Britons,  **  motites  ipfos^  ant  coUea,  aot  ia. 
vios,  ^uibuft  divinus  honor  a  ccco  tunc  populo  comnlabatar.^  Tlie  ^gar  ii 
many  parts  of  the  i^hlands,  even  at  prefenti  not  only  pay  a  facred  repid  to 
particular  fountains,  but  are  firmly  perfuaded  that  certain  ^akes  are  inhabited 
by  fpirits.  In  Strathfpey,  there  is  a  lake  ftiil  called  Loch-nan  Spioradan ;  the 
lake  of  fpirits.  Two  of  thefe  are  fuppofed  frequently  to  aiake  their  appeanoct, 
the  one  under  the  form  of  a  horie  be antifully  caparifoaed,  with  golden  trip- 
pings. With  the  bit  of  his  bridle,  the  anti-conjurer  of  this  pari(h  expels  yu 
loufy,  and  cures  other  maladies  of  the  mind.  The  other  under  Uiat  of  a  bull 
docile  as  Jupiter  wafting  Europa  over  the  Hellefpont.  The  fiinner  is  calH 
an  each  uifg,  the  horfe  of  the  water ;  the  latter,  an  tatu  iii%,  the  hull  of  tk 
water.  The  mhaidan  mhare,  or  mermaid,  is  another  fpirit  fuppoCcd  to  re. 
fide  in  the  waters.  Before  the  rivers  are  fwelled  by  heavy  rains,  (he  u  fre- 
quently fcen,  and  all  the  attributes  of  a  beautiful  virgin  afcribed  to  that  pan 
of  her  perfon  that  is  vifible.  Her  figure  is  enchanting,  and  her  voice  aelodioci 
as  that  of  the  Syrens.  But  fair  as  (he  is,  her  appearance  never  fails  to  amiooacfl 
forae  melancholy  accident  on  her  native  element.  It  is  always  confidered  a  i 
fure  prognoftication  of  drowning. 

In  Celtic  mythology  to  the  above  named,  is  added  a  fourth  fpirit.  When  the 
waters  are  agiuted  by  a  violent  current  of  wind,  and  ftreams  are  fwcpt  froo] 
their  furface  and  driven  before  the  blaft,  or  whirled  in  circling  eddies  akn  i  I 
the  air,  the  vulgar,  to  this  day,  conlider  this  phenomenon  as  the  effed  of  tW 
angry  fpirit  operating  upon  that  element.  They  call  it  by  a  very  expreffio 
name,  the  mariach  Hilne,  or  the  rider  of  the  ftorm.  Anvona  is  alfo  reckoon 
as  a  divinity  of  the  waten,  derived  from  anfadh,  a  ftorm  or  hurricane,  a  cu« 
pound  from  an,  a  particle  of  privation,  and  feadh,  fcrcnity,  tranquiUitv. 
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the  ifiise  of  her  huftand's  ailment,  or  the  loir<^-iack  iiympb^ 

that  of  her  langutihing  itwaint  thej  viilted  the  well  of  St. 

IVf  ichael.    Everj  xnoTement  o^  the  fympathetic  fly  was  re* 

gatded  in  fileot  awe ;  and  as  he  appeared  cheerful  or  dejefied^ 

the  anxious  votaries  drew  their  prefages}  their  breads  vi^ 

briated  with  correfpondent  emotions.    Like  the  Delai  Lama 

of  Thibet*  or  the  Kiftg  of  Great  Britain*  whotn  a  Adion  o£ 

the  £ogliih  law  fappofes  never  to  die,  the  guardiati  flj  of  tho 

well  of  St.  Michael*  was  believed  to  be  exempted  from  the  laws 

of  mortality.    To  the  eye  of  ignorance  he  might  fometimes 

appear  dead^  but,  agreeably  to  the  I)ruidic  fyftem^  it  wa* 

only  a  tranfmigtation  into  a  fim&ar  form,  which  made  little 

alteration  on  the  real  identity  *« 

Among  the  branches  into  which  the  mofs-grown  trunk  o£ 
fuperftition  divides  itfelf*  may  be  reckoned  witchcraft  and 
magic.  Thefe,  though  decayed  and  withered  by  time,  iUli 
retain  fome  faint  traces  of  their  ancient  verdure*  Even  ajt 
prefenty  witches  are  fuppoied«  as  of  old,  to  ride  on  broom- 
fticks  through  the  air*  In  this  couotrjf  the  lith  of  May  is 
one  of  their  feftivals.  On  the  morning  of  that  day*  they  ar^ 
frequently  feen  dancing  on  the  fnrface  of  the  water  of  Avon^ 
bruihing  the  dews  of  the  lawn^  and  milking  cows  in  theif 
fold.  Any  uncommon  fickneCi  is  genersrlly  attributed  to 
their  demoniacal  pra&Ices*  ^T hey  make  fields  barren  or  fer« 
Vol.  XII.  3  N  tile, 

O  Not  later  thto  t  fortniglit  a^  the  writer  of  tltts  accoom  was  mizcli  e&« 
tertaincd,  to  hear  an  oU  man  lamenting  with  regret*  the  degeneracy  of  the 
times;  particularly  the  cooteinpt  in  Which  obje^of  fanner  teneratlOn  were 
held  by  the  mthinkiog  crowd.  If  the  infirmkict  of  yeart,  and  the  diftance  o* 
his  reiidencc  did  not  prevent  hiO|  he  would  (tiU  pay  his  deTotional  iriiits  to  the 
well  of  St*  MichaeL  He  would  clear  the  bed  of  its  oose,  open  a  paffage  for 
the  ftreamlet,  plant  the  borden  with  flagrant  flowen  {  and  once  more,  as  in 
the  days  of  youth,  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  feeing  the  guardian  fly  ikim  in  fpottitii 
cwcles  o^wr  the  babbling  wa^  and  with  its  Uttle  probofeafy  imbibo  the  Faoo* 
oeaadews. 
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tile,  raife  or  flill  whirlwinds,  give  or  take  vtffj  mVk  «f 
jyleafure.  The  force  of  their  incantations  is  not  to  be  re-* 
fiftiedy  and  ejttends  even  to  the  moon  in  the  midft  of  her 
aerial  careen  Ft  is  the  good  fortonc,  however,  of  this  coon- 
txy  to  be  provided  with  an  anti-conjurer  that  defeats  both 
them  and  thpir  fable  patron  in  their  combined  efforts.  His 
fame  is  widelj  difibred,  and  wherever  he  goes,  erefcit  eundo^ 
If  the  fpoufe  is  jeaTeus  of  her  hufBand,  the  asti-conjurer  is 
confulted  to  reftbre  the  a£Eedions  of  his  bewitched  heart* 
tf  a  near  connexion  lies  confined  to  the  bed  of  fickne&,  it 
IS  in  vain  to  exped  relief  without  the  baHamick  medicine 
of  the  ahti-cdnjurer.  If  a  perfon  happens  to  be  deprived  of 
Ris  fenks,  the  deranged*  cells  of  the  brain  muft  be  adjufied 
hj  the  magic  charms  of  the  anti-conjurer.  If  a  &rmer 
lofes  his  cattle,  the  Hottfea  muft  be  purified  with  water 
fprinkled  by  him.  In  fearching  for  the  latent  mifchief,  this 
gentleman  neirer  fails  to  find  little  parcels  of  hetrogeneous 
ingredients  lurking  in  the  walls,  condftnig  of  the  legs  of 
mice,  and  the  wings  of  bats ;»  all  the  work  of  the  witches. 
Few  things  f<iem  too  srduour  for  Bis  abilities ;  and  though, 
like  Paracelfus,  he  has  not  av  yet  boafted  of  having  dif* 
covered  the  Fhilofopher*s  ftone ;  jet,  by  the  power  of  his 
bccult  fcience,  he  ftill  attrafis  a  little  of  their  gold  from 
the  pockets  where  it  lodges ;  and  in  this  way  makes  a  fliift 
to  acquire  a  fuBfiftence  for  himfelf  and  family.  What  Dry* 
den  faid  of  Shakefpear,  may;  with  propriety,  be  applied  tm 
him:  .  ' 

'*  Shakefpear*s  magie  eould  not  eopied  be ; 
^  Within  that  circle  none  durfi  move  but  he.'** 

If  the'fliort  limits  of  a  ilatiftical  eflay  permitted,  mora 
Juftice  might  be  done  to  this  Angular  charader,  but,  tx  fid* 
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SercuUm  i  the  ontlioes  ^Ireadj  giveov  ^^11  enable  fancj  to 
draw  the  portrait* 

Drifs. — Since  the  year  1745,  there  is  a.confiderable  changjf 
on  the  drefs  of  the  people  of  this  diftrift,  3/  &  fingnlar  kio^ 
of  policjy  as  if  rebellion  lurLsd  iUithe  Ihape  and  colour  of  a 
coat*  at  the  above  period*  the  ancient  dreb  was  profcribed. 
and  none  durft  wear  it  witbqut  running  the  .rilk  of  a  rigor^ 
ous  profecQtion*  It  was  confequentlj  fuperfeded  \>j  the  Lov^ 
Country  drefs.  To  the. ancient  hracc^e,  or  trui(b*  and  belted 
plaid,  facceeded  flrait  breeches,  And  an  awkward  coat  of  a 
uniform  colour ;  Cbmetimes  a  Jong  furtout  dangling  down  i^ 
the  heels,  encutnbring  the  freedom  of  motion.  The  barbar-i 
ons  j>olic7  of  Edward  the  Firft^  did  not  more  affefiually^e- 
ftrojr  the  fpirit  of  the  indignant  Welfh,  .bj  the  murder  o.f 
their  bards,  ^than  the  prohibition]  of  their  ancient  garb,  that 
of  the  poor  Highlanders*  In  the  enthufiafm  of  patriotifm, 
Mr.  Frafer.of  Xiovat  got  the  prohibitory  afi  repealed,  in  or- 
der, according;  to  his  own  emphatic  words,  **  to  divert  the 
minds  of  the  peop)e  fsom  Xraniifitlantic  notions."  Let  meta« 
phyfician^  if  they  choofe^  trace  the  .connexion,  ^ut,  thoug)i 
this  refpedable  gen\lcman«  with  the  view  of  making  them 
good  fttbjefts,  procured  liberty  .tp  the  Highlanders  of  e^pofiog 
their  naked  pofletiors  ^to  the  north  wind,  on  .their  bleak 
fiionatain^  few  h^e  availed  themielves  of  the  privilege. 
Habit  reconciles  tl]em  tp  the  pre^jsnt,  a;)d  tb^y  feem  to  \^^y^ 
xu>  deiire  of  refumiqg  fhcir  ancient  garb.  The  bli^e  bonnet^^ 
howcvei^  with , the. exception  of  fome  ^oun^  hats,  .ftill  main* 
tains  iu  grofind.  Since.the  year  IJ745>  the  ^omen  too^  lil^^ 
the  men,  have  altered  ^oniideraUy  in  their  appbrel.  Before 
that  ^riod,  they  wore  fometimes  white  blankets  covering 
3  N  a  tjxeir 

*  Xnttih,.frointru#y«r4;i#U 
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their  heads,  fometimet  their  fliotdders,  drtwa  fiwward  bj 
their  hands,  farrounded  oa  each  fide  by  a  fr*ld«  Tbefe^  as 
falhion  varied,  were  fuccecded  bj  barred  plaids,  or  Uaokets, 
^here  different  colomrs  blended,  croffing  each  other  at  right 
angles,  fomewhat  diltant^  and  bearing  a  fqtiare  fpaoe  in  the 
middle.  Wearied  of  barred  plaids,  they  betook  thcoifcrlvea 
to  Stirling  ones,  and  now  dofte  cardinals  begin  to  have  the 
afcendant.  Fornaerlj  their  hair  flowed  in  eafj  ringlets  over 
their  flioulders  \  not  many  years  ago,  it  was  bound  behind  in* 
to  a  cue,  now  it  fpreads  into  a  piotuberance  on  the  forc^?ad, 
fiipported  by  cufliions ;  fomettmes,  it  is  plain,  and  fpiit  zu 
the  middle.  Bat  who  can  defer ibe  the  caprice  of  female  or* 
nament  more  various  than  the  changes  of  the  moon  ! 

Manmr  tf  Livings — Not  more  than  50  years  ago,  dietr 
mode  of  living  in  this  country  was  different  from  what  it  is 
at  prefent«  Places  that  were  at  that  time  wade,  are  now  plant* 
ed  with  inhabitants.  And  though  (beep,  upon  the  whole,  be 
more  numerous  than  formerly ;  yet  they  are  chiefly  the  pro. 
petty  of  thofe  who  occupy  the  out-flcirts,  and  to  whom  the 
hills  and  glens  lie  more  convenient.  In  the  centrical  places, 
the  farms  are  enlarged,  at  lead  as  much  as  the  nature  of  the 
ground  can  admit;  confequently  the  fmaUer  tenants  are  fewer, 
and  live  lefs  at  their  eafe ;  but  previous  to  the  above  period, 
even  cottagers  kept  a  few  (heep,  becaufe  the  hill  pafture  was 
a  eommon,  and  there  were  few  of  any  defcription  who  did 
not  occafionally  feed  upon  fleib.  But  at  prefent,  uulefs  it  bq 
Ht  Chriftmas,  or  when  any  little  feftivals  are  celebrated,  the 
fold  is  kept  fkcred  for  the  market,  in  order  to  make  money 
to  fiipply  the  exigencies  of  the  fi^raily,  and  fatisfy  the  manj 
demands  to  which  it  is  ezpofed,  from  bad  feafons,  precarious 
fropS|  and  increaiing  tastes ;  befi4es  that,  the  lujcory  of  the 

times 


Dtber  tmprovetnents,  a  portion  of  iiaaiuo^s  wants,  whxcli 
xnuft  be  gratified.  Fifty  years  ago,  they  ufed  burnt  plates  of 
ttrhifky,  inftead  of  that  fpirit,  which  mud  now  be  diluted  with 
warm  water,  and  fweetened  with  fugar*  It  mnfi,  howevei^ 
be  acknowledged,  that  it  is  feldom  thej  indulge  in  this  b<« 
verage;  thej  oftener  drink  it  raw  and  unmi^ied.  It  may 
eafily  be  fuppofed  that  a  plant  of  fuch  univerfal  confumption 
as  tea,  fhould  not  be  nnknown  to  the  people  of  this  countrj. 
Few  of  Che  better  families  are  without  it,  though  ^aringlj 
ixfed ;  mud  fome  of  th€  old  women,  even  when  thej  cannot 
afford  fugar,  infufe  it  In  boiling  water,  and  drink  it  for  their 
headachs.  Thefe  headachs  frequently  return,  but  fortunate- 
ly  by  the  aid  of  the' grand  elixir,  the^  arc  fcldom  of  long  du« 
ration. 

CharaOer^  &c,--The  character  of  a  pec^Ie  never  fails  to 
change  with  their  changing  condition.  In  contemplating 
them  at  the  extreme  points  of  a  period  of  *]oqx  80  years,  it 
Would  be  as  difficult  to  recognife  their  identity,  as  that  of  Sir 
John  Cutler's  worfted  ftockings,  when  fcarqely  an  atom  of 
the  original  texture  remained.  Not  further  removed  than 
the  more  diftant  of  thefe  extremes,  the  people  of  this  country 
were  generous  and  hofpitable.  If  they  were  occaiionally  fub*« 
)eft  to  the  foibles,  they  pofleffed  the  virtues  of  genuine  High* 
landers.  If  they  refented  injuries  with  vehemence  and  paf- 
fioD,  their  breads  felt  the  glow  of  affeftlon  and  friendlhip. 
Attached  to  their  chieftain,  they  followed  his  ftandard  where* 
c^er  it  led  \  and  never  (hrunk  from  danger  in  the  defence  o£ 
his  caufe  :  Conneded  with  the  freebooters  of  Lochaber,  thej 
B&bibed  no  inconiiderable  portion  of  their  fpirit  and  manners : 
ii^4drefs  and  ftratagcm  marked  their  enterprifes  :    Adive  a- 

bro^i 
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broad,  thejvrert  indolent  at  home:  Addiaed  to  depredation^ 
they  negle£ted  the  arts  of  induftrj  and  agriculture :  Difen- 
gaged  from  thofe  purfuits  that  rehire  vigour  and  exertion, 
they  pafled  the  vacant  hour  in  focial  enjoy ment,  in  fong  and 
feftivity,  and  in  liftening  to  the  tale  of  other  years  :  Rude  in 
their  manners,  their  bofoms  frequently  opened  to  the  warm 
impreflions  of  a  difinterefted  benevoleace.  The  indigjent  aod 
the  ftranger  found  them  always  ready  to  fympathize  with 
their  diftrefs.  What  Paul  the  Deacon^  in  his  barbarous 
Latin,  faid  of  the  Lombards  of  Italy,  mi^ht  be  applied  to 
them: 

Terribilis  facics,  lurfutaguebarbi^ 
Sed  corda  benigna  fuerunt  *• 

BiXt,  in  contemplatin^^die  nearer  extreme  of  the  flrtx>ve  f^ 
-ciod,  a  different  pifiure  appear^.  The  fpirit  of  commerce 
which,  in  a  certain  degree  has  pervadied  evicry  jcomer  of  Ac 
Highlands^  with  its  natural  .concomitants,  avarice  and  felfifh* 
iiefs,  has  penetrated  hither.  In  |he  j)rivate  views  of  the  in* 
dividual,  the  interefts  of  the  community  are  difregarded* 
Cunning  has  fupplanted  fincerity,  and  dif&mulatioo  candour: 
Frofeflion  fupplies  the  place  of  reality^  and  flattery  is  ufed  as 
•a  lure  to  betray  the  unwary*  Obligations  are  rewarded  by  ii^ 
gratitude ;  and  when  the  favour  is  pail,  the  benefit  is  no  hm^ 
.er  remembered.  Oppofed  to  interell,  promifes  ^ceafe  to  bf 
4>inding ;  and  the  moil  fuccefsful  in  the  arts  of  deception  ac* 
f[uires  the  e(t;eem  of  uncommon  merit  and  abilities.  It  maj 
^eiceforc  be  fnppofed^  that,  in  a  field  where  the  prize  is  fo  tt- 

tra&ivp, 
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ireer  of  ambition^  it  mnfl  be  acknowledged,  in  i 
lelr  bias,  that  they  have  had  models  of  ixnitatia 
ly  of  the  dofirines  of  a  MachiaveL  Unfortuna^ 
lefe  models  have  been  ftrangers,  and  of  that  rai^ 
ave  always  the  moft  powerful  influence  in  makj 
mong  the  vulgar. 

Such  are  the  caufcs  to  which  it  mu(l  be  imput 
>  fo  little  difcrimination  to  be  obferved  in  the 
he  people  of  this  country  j  for,  where?  one  objd 
be  means  of  attainment  will  be  generally  unifon 
^d  between  barbarifm  and  civilization,  the  min 
[Irongly  influenced  by  virtue,  as  it  is  attracted 
netifm  of  vice.     In  this  view,,  however,  they  a 
lar  from  their  neighbours.     From  a  combinatii 
particularly  high  taxation,  and  increaiing  conuq 
and  felfiihnefs  mull  neceflarily  conftitute  a  prom 
in  the  charafler  of  many.     At  the  fame  time,  tl 
U  found  the  ufual  proportion  of  perfons  of  adiflf 
ter,  confpicuous  for  honour  and  integrity ,.  huma 
Volent,  juft  and  upright  in  their  tranfaftions. 

Mijcellaneous  Olfervations, — ^It  has  been  obfei 
centrical  parts  of  this  country  lie  at  a  confide 
from  mois^  which  is  yearly  dimxniihing  in  prof 
confumption.  From  the  increafe  of  population 
natural  woods  are  every  where  decaying,  the 
proaching^  when  the  Highlands  muft  lenfibly  fee 
tyof  procuring  the  nectflary  accommodation 
v^tidpate  foch  an  event,^  is  an  objed  that  pecul 
^tbc  attention  of  proprietors.  There  arc  few  of 
j^oa  in  the  Highlands,  who  are  not  pofTej^ed  o 
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tracks  ot  moor  and  hiO.  In  this  diftrfft,  tliere  en  at  led 
18,000  acres  that  Ite  barren,  and  at  prefent  of  Ktde  value. 
This  fpace  of  ground  laid  under  fir,  would  cootaisiy  «r  a  idc« 
derate  calculation,  80,000,000  plants,  «xclil6«a  of  tlie  fb> 
reft  of  Glenavon,  and  without  much  injury  ta  the  paftint. 
Bj  converting  the  wafte  ground  to  thin  purpofe,  tbc  rent  c: 
the  proprietors  would  increafe,  while  the  &nBer  would  be 
fupplied  in  fuel,  and  materials  for  buifdinfr.  PltatatioQS  »i 
fir  fo  extenfive,  maj  appear  an  arduous  undertaking  |  but  bj 
giving  farmers  long  leafcs,  indemnifying  them  at  resnoral, 
appropriating  a  portion  of  the  rent  for  the  purpofe^  aad  vi- 
rious  methods  that  might  he  devifed,  it  might  be  fiaoecCsfii!* 
\j  carried  into  execution  ;  and  when  accompUflied,  would  be 
worthj  of  a  great  and  patriotic  proprietor.  It  has  beea  af- 
ferted,  that  mofs  grows  \  but  this  is  a  fallacy  too  dbirioos  to 
be  credited.  Being  the  produdion  of  wood  and  moiilure,  i: 
is  well  known  from  experience,  that  when  the  eompooeot  is- 
gredients  are  once  exhaufted,  the  fubftanee  itfelf  camiot  be 
reproduced.  Upon  the  formation  of  mofs,  there  is  »  curious 
h&  mentioned  bj  Lord  Cromarty,  and  recorded  in  the  5th 
volume  of  the  Abridgement  of  the  Philofophical    Tranfsc* 

tions  *• 

Noj 

^  In  the  7W  1651,  lus  bvdikip  bdng  tben  19  ynn  tff  sjr^  \x  ftw  s  phis 
ia  tbc  parifli  of  Lochbrooo,  corered  over  with  a  finn  fttndin^  wood,  vm:^ 
was  fo  old,  that  not  only  tbe  trees  had  no  green  leaves,  but  the  bark  vris  t* 
tally  thrown  06P,  which  he  was  there  iofbrxncd,  by  the  old  people,  was  the  ur.- 
ireffal  manner  in  which  fir  wood  terminated ;  and  that  in  ao  or  50  yvar>  tic 
trees  woaU  caft  themfotves  up  by  the  roots.  About  t$  fttn  afterwvds,  he  bd 
•ceafion  to  travel  that  way,  and  obferved  that  tfaiic  was  not  a  free,  nor  the  v^\ 
pearance  of  a  root,  of  any  of  them;  but  thati  in  their  place »  tb^  woote  pleni 
where  the  wood  ftood,  was  covered  with  a  6at  green  mo&,  or  morais :  aoti,  ^ 
aikzn^  the  country  people  what  was  become  of  the  wood,  he  was  aniVcr.  - 
that  no  one  had  been  at  the  trouble  of  oarrying  it  awiy,  bnt  that  it  had  bcf^ 
^ertttfncd  by  the  wind ;  that  the  trees  lay  thick  over  one  another^  and  t>it 
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faiKng  paoegjiifts  of  the  times  thtt  are  dmpfed,  Mr.  Home, 
and  tbe  Abbe  da  Bois,  are  of  a  different  opinion,  and  a&rt| 
that  in  ancient  tiaies^  the  fosfoas  wq^e  cplier  than  at  prefcnt* 
bat  the  fads  adduced  bj  thefe  refpefiable  writers  are  toe 
vague  and  remote  to  overthrow  the  experienoe  of  feeliag  *. 

NUM- 


*  WilUtm  the  Kormaiv  alter  the  conqueft  of  EnsUnd,  famjtA  that 
try,  and  committed  the  admeaforemcnt  to  VhonMnf  BmIc,  defigocd  t»  be  a 
permanent  record  of  the  nature  and  iral«e  of  the  foil ;  that  frndatira  of  ofices, 
md  thofe  inftitutions  which  he  embraced  in  hit  political  fchcme.  Tbe  wits- 
tioo  of  a  model  that  might  be  fp  conducive  to  promote  the  welfiire  of  the  great 
bodj  of  the  people  employed  in  agrtcultuitf  fliould  perhaps^  with  that  Taiia* 
tioo  required  by  circumftances,  be  in  fome  meafure  adopted  by  all  the  proprie* 
tors  in  Scotland.  It  is  well  known  that  the  value  of  land  muft  rifr  or  fall,  ar. 
cording  to  the  flonriihing  or  declining  condition  of  the  ftate.  Reafon  difbtn 
that  it  is  by  this  criterion  the  renU  of  a  landlord  ought  to  be  regulated.  Whea 
«t  a  certain  term  lands  ar^  to  be  let,  and  exporcd,  as  it  wert  to  a  public  uk, 
the  higheft  biddder  to  have  the  preference,  it  muft  occur,  that  in  foch  a  coUi- 
fion  of  paflkms,  and  jarring  interefts,  as  muft  neceflfarily  arife  upon  thofe  cert- 
lions,  the  defperate  and  unprincipled  will  frequently  be  preferred  to  the  hoodb 
^nA  induftrioos ;  befides  that,  the  rents  of  fome  farms  will  be  low  and  mode- 
rate, while  that  of  others  will  be  high  and  exorbitant.  To  prevent,  thcreferc 
thu  inequality,  and  to  extend  diftributive  juftice  to  every  individual,  {voprie* 
tors  ihould  not  only  furvey  their  properties,  but  alfo  aflix  a  value  to  the  faiw, 
according  to  the  value  of  the  produdtions  at  the  time,  and  the  praibahle  cont. 
nuance  of  that  value.  Every  circumstance  of  convenience  and  inconYenkncc. 
whether  with  regard  to  fuel,  the  nature  of  the  foil,  and  the  condition  of  th? 
farm,  ihould  likewife  be  taken  under  confideration,  and  a  rent  proportioaite 
affixed.  Judicious  men  acquainted  with  the  place,  and  obliged,  by  proper 
fandlions,  to  obCerve  a  flri^  impartiality,  would  perhaps  be  the  m«»ft  proper  ts 
accompli fh  fuch  a  defirable  objedl.  Thefe  hints  may  appear  chimeral,  but  there 
would  be  no  harm  in  the  experiment ;  and,  if  praAicahle,  might  prove  higblr 
lidvantageous,  both  to  the  proprietor  and  tenant,  by  promoting  their  reciprocal 
interefb.  Such  a  plan,  without  having  recourfe  to  the  levelling  principle  of 
jnodern  innovations,  might  have  a  happy  tendency  in  difiufing  the  comforts  d 
Jifc  more  equally,  and  at  the  fame  time,  maintnn  that  diftindion  of  ranks  ii 
Itfceflary  to  tlje  exiftence  qf  fociety. 
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^  ^p^TED  PARISHES  of  SADDEL  and  SKIPNESS. 
(OcAmrr  amd  Sikod^  01  Argtll^  PKxaBTts&T  of  Eik« 


4^  ^^  itfv.  Mr*  George  MACLicsit. 


Nami,  £xtent.  General  Appearance,  jigrkutiure^  \Sc. 

YN  the  year  I753,  the  old  parilhes  ot  Saddel  and  Sklpnefs^ 
'-**  with  a  large  track  ot  country  between  them»  were  dif« 
joined  from  the  parifhes  of  Killean  andKilcalmoneI»  and  ere£l- 
ed  into  ah  united  parifli.  It  retains  its  ancient  names.  Saddel 
feems  to  be  derived  from  its  principal  objeft  the  monallery, 
'  Signifying  the  plain  of  the  priefts^  by  an  eafy  contradion  of 
the  word  Sagairt,  1.  #.  prieft,  and  dail,  a  plain.  The  other 
name  Skipnefs,  is  evidently  from  the  Norfe  language,  and  fig- 
nifies  (hip-point,  alluding  probably  to  its  being  a  flation  of 
the  DanilH  fleet,  ^hen  this  part  of  the  kingdom  was  undef 
their  dominion.  This  pariQi  is  fltuated  on  the  eaft  coaft  of 
the  peninfula  of  Kbtyre.  It  extends  about  %$  miles  in  length, 
and  %  miles  niean  breadth.    The  face  of  the  country  is,  in 

3  O  a  generaly 


476  Statiflkal4ntML\  ' 

general,  rough  and  hillj,  and  better  ^adapoM  t0  ] 
tillage.  The  hills  are  neither  fteep,  h«^rao,  aar  «ad^7t  1 
rife  gradually  from  the  fea^fliore,  with  an  eiiff  afccnc,. sae  i 
at  the  heights,  and  coirred  with  heath,  atid  grais  iat 
fo  th^t  cattle,  as  well  as  Iheep,  graze  ii|K>n  them  enxi  m 
ter.  The  arable  land  on  the  decliVities  is  not  of  a  good  qvft* 
liry,  being  a  mixture  of  mofs,  claj,  and  gravel,  or  till.  Mvat 
the  law  ground  near  the  fliore,.  and  in  the  glens,  is  warm  and 
fertile.  It  is  remarkable,  that  all  the  gfens  run  in  the  fiuiie 
dtreftion  from  N.  W.  to  S^  E.,  and  arc  aoftrad  near  tlie  bot-* 
tom  or  lower  ends  with  flat  points  jetting  into  the  fea,  and 
forming  beautiful  bays.  This  happj  cxpofure  gives  them  the 
benefit  of  the  early  fun,  aod  during  the  whole  day  $  m  or* 
cumftance  extremely  favourable  to  vegetation^  Daring  the 
fummer  aod  autumn,  the  degree  of  heat  in  thefe  glens  is  very 
great,  but  they  are  frequently  refreihed  with  drizzling  rains 
and  flying  Ihowers  ;  the  good  effeds  of  which,  eonftantiy  fol« 
low ;  for,  though  the  fowing  here  be  later  two  weeks  or  more 
than  in  the  uplaqds,  yet  the  harveft  is  fooner  over,  and  the 
grain  much  heartier  and  better  filled.  For  this  reaibn,  a- 
snong  others,  aH  the  farms  (except  a  few  moor  fates)  are  fiet 
off  fo  as  to  have  a  ihare  of  hill  and  dale,  with  acoels  to  the 
ibore.  'The  farm-houfes  are,  in  general*  very  decent^  parts- 
cularly  thofe  lately  built,  of  which*  there  is  a  great  number, 
aod  are  judicioufly  pkecd  near  the  middle  of  the  grotmds,  fb 
as  to  have  the  beft  knd  between  them  and  theihore,  on  which 
they  lay  out  all  their  dung  and  what  fea-weed  they  can  find, 
as  fitted  for  their  principal  crops,  bear,  potatoes,  peafe,  beans, 
ficc.  and  is  under  a  perpetual  rotation  of  crops*  This  divi« 
£on  of  the  farm  is  called  the  Wintertown.^  Next  above  the 
farm-fteadings,  are  the  Oiitfields,  alternately  under  oats,  paf- 
ture,  and  feparared  from  the  hill  or  moor  by  a  head- wall. 
Thela  outfields  are  fubdivided  into  Imall  enelolures  with 
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liiiiiBAjt,  rift  yfffil  WktltfKog  Were  the  onlj  means  of^ioK- 
pro^emeac.  Hie  tiTd'Idl  sci^'  4!fll^  ufed,  but  the  former  19 
given  sfV  M  beittg  fi»pt>d(ecr '^ttijudicial  to  the  milk  cows. 
As  m  greM  patr  of  tl^  pttlih  lilii  Mt  yet  been  meafured,  it  b 
impofi^br'tci  %ft^rtiiln  Vprftll  any  preci(ion»  the  number  of 
acres^^^or  the  {>rot>ott}on  betwten  atable  and  pafture ;  but  the 
length  mod  breadth  being  given,  a  tolerable  cakulation  may 
be  made  of  the  fupefficial  coatents  of  the  whole  parifli. 

There  tat  94  merk^lands  in  the  pariih.  A  merk-land  is 
fappofed  to  be  as  much  as  one  plough  can  manage.  But,  in 
a  Highland  Cbuntry,  ft  is  evident  this  divifion  muft  be  verj 
Tagne^  and  of  Tcry  different  raln^,  according  to  the  difference 
of  the  foil,  and  the  proportion  of  arable  and  grafs  contained 
in  it  *. 

Po/iJ!ii/iiMi..^Aceording  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report,  the  po^ 

pulatioa 

*  The  origin  of  this  deoominttioa  of  lands  i$,  by  fome,  referred  to  t  very 
liftaat  era,  and  clafled  wilh  the  faaious  Alpinian  laws.  It  is  now  of  little 
confequeace,  being  neither  uniform  nor  oniTerfaL  I  know  nothing  regukted 
by  it,  etfcept  perhaps,  celii^  teinds,  and  fome  other  public  burdens.  The  rent 
is  fixed  by  a  forer  mle,  the  ntmiber  of  bolls  fowing,  and  fooms  of  cattle  of  all 
kinds  it  will  maintain.  One  cow  makes  a  foam,  a  horfe  two;  ten  (heep  (and  in 
fome  places  fewer)  are  confidered  as  a  foum.  ft  is  evident,  that  in  a  country 
like  this,  U>  infinitely  diTerfiified  as  to  the  proportions  as'weli  as  ^ulity  of  both 
umble  and  grais  in  every  farm,  with  the  accidental  variations  of  ftock  arifing 
from  the  rife  and  faQ  of  markets,  and  the  confequent  preference  of  one  kind  of 
ftock  to  another,  which  fo  frequently  happens,  no  certain  account  can  be  given 
of  the  total  amount  of  ftock  in  the  parifli,  neither  could  it  anfwer  any  valuable 
9tin^>  and  by  fome,  might  be  confidered  as  an  invidious  inquiry.  Let  it  fuf« 
^e  to  obferve,  that  the  average  dock  of  a  merk-land  a  4  horles,  za  milk  cows, 
^ith  their  followers,  and  40  ibeep,  with  theirs.  The  average  of  fowiog  is,  15 
bolls  oats,  I  boll  bear,  4  bolls  potatoes*  From  this  calculation,  however,  which 
is  applicable  only  to  fuch  farms  as  are  in  the  hands  of  common  tenants,  muft  be 
excepted,  iiich  lands  as  are  in  the  natural  pofleffion  of  the  proprietors,  and  us. 
,     ^v  pvopcr  coltivatton,  and  fome  others  aiider  fiocks  of  iheep  and  black  cattle. 
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pulation  in  I7$5«  ^as  1369.  iThe  nuns1>er  of  fbab  in  tft 
parilh,  aj  years  ago,  was  1200;  in  July  laft  (17925  1341 
males  719 ;  females  6i%.  Under  id— ^jS^  ;  ffom  to  «b  ^oU 
305  ;  from  20  to  30 — 203  ;  from  30  to  40 — x8x  ;  fVom  4^ 
to  50 — 98  ;  from  50  to  60 — 86;  from  60  to  70— ^X  ;  froa 
70  to  80-— 22 ;  from  80  to  90^5  ;  from  90  to  too  o  ;  z* 
bove  zoo«— z.  Increafe  in  25  years,  notwithftanding  confide^ 
table  emigrations  formerly  to  America,  and  lately  t6  the  Loifl 
Country,  is  141.—^^  B.  A  lift  of  fervants  is  ttot  givni 
feparatcly,  there  being  few  of  them  who  are  liot  nstives^  and 
thefe  are  taken  in  their  own^  ot  parents  families,  tod  include 
ed  in  the  above  table. 

The  number  of  proprietors  is  7  ;  3  refiding,  3  tiot  refiding,i 
and  I  occafionally.  There  are  6  tenants,  who  pay  from  50  L 
to  I  col. )  all  the  reft  have  farms  from  30 1,  to  5  1.  ;  many  ol 
thefe  laft  are  cottagers  and  day-labourers.  There  are  4  millers, 
6  tailors,  8  fiioemakers,  9  weavers,  3  wrighta^,  3  coopers, 
X  boat-carpenter.  Exclufive  of  the  farming  bufineis,  moft  q{ 
the  fmall  farmers,  and  almoft  all  the  young  men,  are  eov« 
ployed  in  the  herring-fifhing,  during  the  feafoo ;  and  the  wo« 
men  in  fpinning,  &.c. 

jRtf«f.— The  valued  rent  is  312 1.  17s.  8  d.  Sterling:  a  great 
pare  of  the  parifti  being  in  the  poiTeilion  of  the  proprietors, 
the  prefent  rent  cannot  be  exa&ly  known,  but  it  has  rifen 
very  confiderably  within  thefe  25  years,  and  is  ftill  rifing. 

jRoaJj.— The  great  line  from  tnverary  to  Camfibletown, 
and  from  thence  to  fouth  end  of  Kintyre,  where  tffere  is  a 
ftated  ferry  to  Ireland,  of  about  7  leagues  only,  runs  through 
the  whole  length  of  this  parilh  :  And  though  there  is  another 
line  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  country,  yet  it  muft  be  admitted, 
that  this  line  is  preferable  in  many  refpefts.     It  is  equally 

ihort. 
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ttOYf^  a^^,liqipK  w^  ploaCint,  from  the  great  variety  of 
iieakU^6|l^X]Jb|j^diS.  which  prefent  themfeives  fucceffively  to  tra- 
^eller^f  as  tbey  jo^Umej  either  along  a  delightful  bank  withia 
rieipr  of  thefea,  or  are  fuddenlj  funk  into  pleafant- woods 
uad  vaUieSy  where  every  fenfe  is  entertained,  and  the  mind  is 
relieved  from  that  difguiling  faroenefs,  which  in  open  extend- 
ed plains,  fatigues  the  traveller  more  than  the  length  of  the 
road*     The  roads  here  are  very  good,  and  kept  in  good  re- 
pair ;  they  were  made  partly  by  the  ftatute-work,  and  partly 
by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  gentlemen ;  but  it  was 
found  neceflary  to  apply  for  an  aft  of  parliament  for  impofing 
a  ftent,  in  order  to  finiih  and  keep  them  in  repair.     It  is  but 
juftice  to  the  gentlemen  of  this  country,  to  obferve,  that  they 
exerted  themfeives  in  a  very  fpirited  manner  to  carry  on  this 
great  improvement  of  roads,  not  only  in  their  own  diitrid, 
but  alfo  in  other  parts  of  the  (hire,  particularly  Sha'.goil,  an 
undertaking  of  fuch  magnitude,  expenfe,  and  utility  to  the 
publick,  that  it  does  the  higheft  honour  to  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Argyll,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  fhire,  in  generali 
tvho  contributed  fo  liberally  to  the  completion  of  it. 

Rivers  and  Bridges, ^-TYitxt  9Ltt  ^  large,  and  zi  fmall  ri« 
vers  or  waters  croifing  the  line  of  roadp  which  require  bridges 
over  them.  Only  3  large,  and  8  fmall  bridges  are  built,  of 
courfe  4  large  bridges  are  (liU  wanted,  eftimated  is$  cumulo^  at 
350 1.,  and  4  (mall  bridges  eftimated  at  50 1.,  in  all  400  L 
A  fum  by  much  too  heavy  for  a  few  individuals,  however 
generous  they  may  be,  or  well  difpofed  to  promote  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  pariih  and  the  publick,  efpecially  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  their  fiinds,  exhaufted  by  former  exertions,  with  the 
annual  burden  of  keeping  the  road  in  repair,  and  building 
fmall  bridges ;  fo  that  unlefs  fome  publick  aid  is  given  themt 
it  is  Q&nch  to  be  feared  this  pariih  muft  long  lie  under  the 

many 
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many  lo&f  and  tnoooTenieociet  ftrifiag 
bridges  over  thefe  rapid  and  dangcnws  rinn^    His 
itance  has  ofteii  produced  very  fmxmM  *aad  diiia^Bg 
piniciilatly  in  ^he  cafe  of  the  poft,  fatgcons  eaUcd  So  the 
fick,  the  mioifter  of  the  poriih.  aod  the  parifliiQnen  im  gettiag 
to  and  from  the  chorch,  and  io  tmreUing  aboot  tfieir  affkiri, 
snarrtagesi  chrifteobgs,  hunals,  mariuts^  miUiy  finithicay  ficc« 
The  comiDiffioDen  of  fupply^  and  fonrejon  oC  raoda  apeia 
fo  fenfible  of  thefe  dangers  and  inconvenieneies,  that  thoj 
hare  had  reeourfe  tp  an  expedient  ior  reaaofing  them,  which* 
though  inadequate^  was  all  they  had  in  their  pofrer,  aamdj, 
to  put  large  plapks  acrola  thofe  waters  which  want  bridges* 
for  the  fecurity  of  foot-travellers ;  yet  this  is  but  pastsal  re* 
lief,  fince  feme  times  the  fpeats  or  floods  are  fo  higb  sad  ra« 
^id|  that  the  ftrongeft  horfe  cannot  cro(s  tbenu 

Herring  ¥i/hery. — ^This  is  a  moft  insportant  obfeft.  It  is 
the  prmcipal  occupation  and  chief  fonrce  of  the  induilry  aad 
maintenance  of  a  confiderable  number  (»f  the  inhabitants* 
The  parifli  fumtflies  about  30  fmall  wherries,  from  6  to  xo 
tons,  and  60  row-boats  ,  thefc,  at  a  men  to  a  wherrji^  and  4 
men  to  a  boat,  employ  300  men.  The  wherries  are  for  car- 
rying the  heiriogs  to  market,  and  the  fmall  boats  for  £fliing 
them  i  but  both  are  fometimes  promifcnoufly  omployed*  At 
the  end  of  a  good  fiihing  feafon,  they  will  divide  about  tool. 
Sterling,  1.  # •  20 1.  to  each  man,  and  ao  1.  for  the  owner  of 
the  boat  \  but  the  average  may  be  about  61.  to  (iich  as  give 
only  a  partial  attendance  on  the  fiihing  (being  in  harveft 
obliged  to  fecure  their  crop,  fuel,  Skc.),  and  from  so  L  to 
X5I.  to  thofe  who  profecute  the  fiihing  during  the  whole  iea* 
fbn,  which  is  generally  from  the  beginning  of  June  to  Chrift« 
mas.  The  herring  fiibery  has  not  totally  failed  any  one  year 
lor  tbefe  laft  ao  or  30  years,  though  fome  feaibns  have  great- 
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iy  tmmr.M  «AmM  itt  ib^  ^tinitity.     It  \i  oMeired,  that  the 

lierrkigstaiiglit  iiere,  «tid  iii^  the  \jxKhs  Fine;  L^mg^  &c.  ait 

^  *  r|rf0r  ifiid  fhore  ddieate  tafle,  thati  thofe  caught  either 

ki  Ofc  Wt&Hera  Mefr,  or  the  coaft  of  Ireland:     f  hodgh  the 

latter  atfc  riitich  latent  ikkf  bftve  tf  ftrorirg  tiifte,  atid  anfwer 

btfl  fof  expcrrtatiofi  td  ht>t  diMte».     It  i^  to  he  regrett^, 

that  Go^'er/iftecit^  and  th^tfedeties  eftabltfted  ftt  fnch  hene^ 

fienl  porpofesy  ha"^  not  ipitid  mote  aCteiStion  to  this  branch 

of  trade^  in  which,  excluiive  of  bufles,  who  hnve  a  bounty, 

fe  flotany  afefal  hands  are  yearly  employed,  and  from  which 

fe  tAax^  ad^firotag^  might  be  derivtd.     fhe  chief   thing 

wanted   £(»r  ttAi   ptirpofe  is;   to  have  faarbdlirs  difpofed  in 

proper  phces,  aAd  at  eonventent  diftances  along  the  coaft, 

TMevar  ttt  fe^dral  fmall  hays  and  treeks,  half  formed  by  na- 

tote,  ^faete  hafboursi  fofficient  for  the  fleet,  inight  be  made 

"Without  any  tobrmous  expenfe.     There  are  three  places  oh 

this  coaft,  I  mean  the  points   of  Carradell,   Skipnefs,  and 

Sunadale,  the  two  former  near  the  extremities  of  the  ufual 

£ihinf  ground,  and  the  lad  near  the  centre,  whtch,''on  the 

Ai^Meft  Airvey,  would  occur  to  any  perfon  va  escceediogly 

"iretl  adapted  for  priheipal  harbours,  to  acconimodate  velfeb 

from  15  to  30  tons ;  feveral  fuch  attend  every  feafon,  for  the 

porpofe  of  lalting  herrings,  or  carrying  them  fre(h  to  the 

ted-herrtng  hbitfes  in  Liverpool,-  Ifle  of  Man,  Sco.  and  t6 ' 

bther  maikets.    Veffds  of  this  defcription,  are  of  Very  great 

advantage  to  the  fifhery,  in  keeping  up  the  prices,  and  deferve 

to  ha^e  fome  attention  paid  to  their  fccurity.     Yet,  the  fmall 

fUUaf^boats  being  of  ftfll  greater  coofequence,  ought  to  be 

enconrftged,  and  accommodated  with  places  of  fafety.   There 

is  k  jtteat  variety  of  fmall  creeks,  which  a  moderate  fuifit 

wottU  dear  and  fit  for  their  reception,    from  aoo  to  300 

boats  hairte  been  frequently  feen  here  of  an  evening,  and  all 

if  tlhem  difperfed  belbre  morning,  for  want  of  thefe  accom- 

VoLf  XIL  3  P  modations, 
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modationsy  and  obliged  to  run  from  the  fiflfting  grooad^-  tm\ 
Tarbertv  Lochfiae»  the  Kjles  of  3ute,  Lochran&j,  Campble-i 
town,  and  under  the  lee  of  head-lands  and  points,  being  their 
onlj  ihift  to  fave  their  lives.  Though  there  are  ibaic  oatu* 
iTal  harbours  formed  bj  the  mouths  of  the  rivers,  jtX  thefe 
are  of  ten.  dangerous,  from  ibifting  or  filling  with  fand«  foaoe* 
times  tnaccelfible  to  veflels  of  45  or  20  tons ;  and,  cxdafive 
of  thefe  difadvantages,  have  not  capacitj  to  receive  aay  cod- 
liderable  number  *• 

State  of  Improvemtnt* — From  the  general  defcriptioa  givem 
of  thr  face  of  the  parifb,  it  appears,  that  though  it  is  better 
calculated  for  grazing  than  agriculture,  jet,  that  a  coniider* 
able  part  of  the  low  grounds  is  capable  of  cultivation,  and 
fit  to  produce  the  moft  valuable  crops*   On  the  eflates  of  Sa^ 

del, 

*  It  is  here  to  be  obferved,  that  befides  thd  advantsges  of  t^eie  three  place? 
above  mentioneJ,  for  princii.al  harbours,  from  their  local  lituation^tfa  retpe^ 
to  on^  Mother,  and  the  fiAihg  groundir,  there  are  others  peculiar  CD  tliein,  •- 
•bore  any  other  ftatioos  along  the  coaft.  The  country  near  tfaem  is  better  «dap^ 
ed  for  crops,  and  confcquently  mora  populous.  And  the  propricton  hare  is 
l^te  divided  feme  large  farms  into  Imall  plots,  and  built  houfes  on  them  for  the 
accommodation  of  alhers  and  tradefmen ;  fo  that  if  a  few  harbovrs  were  once 
made,  and  the  above  accommodations  of  land,  houfca,  ^c.  fomewhat  mare  c>- 
.tended  (which  the  proprietors  will  find  it  their  intereft  to  do),  the  hemng  6£bstj 
on  this  coaft  would  flouriOi,  to  the  great  advantage  of  individuals,  the  publick, 
and  Government.  More  praife  is  due  to  thofe,  who  lay  out  their  time,  their 
talents,  their  money,  or  their  influence,  for  pix>moting  thefe  and  fuch  other 
plans  of  real  utiKty,  than  to  all  the  race  of  politicians  put  together.  It  is  but 
juftioe,  therefore,  here  to  add,  that,  with  the  laudable  v«ew  of  pramoUng  the 
improvement  of  this  valuable  branch  of  our  trade,  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Ar- 
gyll, and  another  gentleman  (Mr.  Campbell  of  Carradell),  who  has  paid  great 
attention  to  the  herring  filliery  for  a  feries  of  years,  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  Ta* 
perioi^lkiU  in  every  thing  which  concerns  it,  have  got  red^herring  houfes  buHt 
on  their  eftates  here,  in  which  a  very  coniiderable  quaiitity  of  icd-herriofs 
have  been,  manufa^urtd,  and  for  which  there  has  been  a  'ptaX  dcmiad  b«rth  »: 
home  apd  abroad. 
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tely  Carradelly  and  Sklpne&i  every  fpecies  of  impurovemenc 
las  beea  carried  oa  to  a  high  degree  of  tnelioftttion.     From 
he  xnaxifioD*houfes,  the  eje  is  entertained  with  an  extenfire 
profpeA  o£  regular  enclofares,  fheets  of  verdant  pafture,  na- 
mral  vvroods  and  clumps  of  planted  trees,  with  all  the  variety  of 
crops,  "which  fyftematical  cultivation,  carried  on  with  a  libe- 
ral hand  and  perfevering  attention t  maj  he  fuppofed  to  pro- 
duce, in  a  foil  naturally  adapted  for  fuch  valuable  produdions. 
But  with  thefe,  and  a  few  other  exceptions,  the  rett  of  the 
arable  land  in  the  parfih,  is  in  the  lame  ftate  of  non-improre- 
meni  with  every  country  und«r  fimilar  difadvantages*     The  . 
chief  obftrudions  to  improvement  in  agricaltnre,  hithertO| 
have  been  the  want  of  manure,  and  fuel;  or,  at  leafl,  the  togi 
high  ezpenfe  of  money  and  time  necefiary  for  procuring  them* 
There  is  no  kind  of  manure  in  this  pariih,  except  dung  and 
{ea*weed,  no  limeftone  nor  marl  being  yet  difcovered  in  it ; 
and  the  inhabitants  have  been  long  fubjeded  to  many  incon« 
veniencies  as  to  their  fuel.     Turf  or  peats  were  their  only 
fuel :  they  are  found  in  the  hills  ;  but  the  cutting,  with  the 
whole  expenfive  procefs  of  drying  and  carrying  them  home, 
ufed  to  occupy  the  farmer  and  his  whole  family  for  a  great 
part  of  the  fummer  feafon ;  and  in  a  wet  feafon,  he  ran  the 
dreadful  nik  of  wanting  fire  to  drefs  his  viduals,  or  warm 
him  during  the  inclemency  of  winter.     This  was  the  de- 
plorable fituation  of  the  people  here,  and  over  all  the  High- 
lands, two  years  ago,  and  is  in  a  great  meafure  fo,  even  this 
feafon  (1793)*     It  js  very  evident,  that  neither  agriculture 
(that  fureft  and  mod  permanent  fource  of  national  wealth), 
nor  any  manufa&ures,  can  ever  be  carried  on  to  any  purpofe, 
in  a  country  without  manure  and  without  fuel  *• 

3  P  a  Difadvantagti. 

*  But  now  that  the  duty  on  coaU  carried  coaftways  is  taMn  off,  it  will  favo 
the  fanner  a  ^reat  deal  of  time  and-  labour,  and  enable  him  to  pay  proper  at- 
tention 
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J)^4f4v^Miagt9.-^Bnt  there  ere  other  ohftrufiHcyQe  to  tm- 
provementt  wjiich  ftill  preveil  too  oia^lH  «k4  vhicb  U  woaU 
be  the  iptereft  of  landlords  end  fenperi  to  have  seoioved ; 
Thcfe  arifp  from  too  ibqrt  le^ee;  hering  a  gree(  auoafacr  of 
fipall  tenanu,  eii|l  their  hou(e$  coUeded  together  u|  the 
centre  of  %he  fi|nn ;  pajmeat  of  laany  fi^aU  itemSf  aad  pref- 
tation  of  feryicef  to  the  proprietor,  to  8»U)i«  foaithiest  &c* 
w)}ich»  as  being  prrja4icia],  e^e  in  mo^  places  biid  afii)». 

Jhtifuitw* — ^Th^  f  hbey  of  Saddel,  i|  mooa^try  pf  ^ho  Cif* 
tertian  ordeff  wa^  begun  by  Somerled,  Lord  of  (iiitjve,  asd 
the  Illes  (who  died  19  xxfij}*  and  fini&ed  Iqf  bia  fop  Regi- 
nald. It  was  built  in  the  form  of  a  <;rofs«  Xh^  length  from  £• 
to  Wm  is  about  136  feet|  by  24  over  wallsi  and  tlie  tran&pt 
from  N.  to  S*.  about  78  feet,  by  14.  The  S.  end  of  the  trao* 
fept  was  extended  58  feet  more,  and  made  th^  fide  of  a  tquare, 
which  ferved  for  cloifters.  There  is  very  little  of  th^  ^oKch 
or  doifters  now  ftgndingt-^Near  the  point  of  Skipoe&s  Sands 
the  caftle  of  that  name.  Its  appeavance  is  very  noUe.  It 
can  fcarcely,  even  at  this  ^lay,  be  called  a  ruin,  though  it 
mud  be  a  ftrudure  of  great  antiquity,  being  probably  built 
by  the  Danes,    It  is  fomewhat  fingular,  and  nau^h  to  be  ic« 

greiied, 

tention  to  his  farai.  The  lime  he  formerly  fpcat  «boot  fiia  peats,  be  maj  bow 
lay  out  in  carrying  home  coal  and  limeflone.  The  great  number  of  boats  ia 
the  parilh,  with  its  vicinity  to  Clyde  and  AjHhirt,  are  ctrnimftancea  in  Ikvooi 
of  the  farmer,  both  for  e«}K)rting  what  he  can  fpare  nf  bit  produce,  and  gettiit; 
home  coal  and  hmeftone  in  return,  and  this  will  ofien  a  new  ibarce  of  employ- 
ment for  many  hands  who,  in  the  late  Hate  of  oon-impratement,  wen  often 
idle,  except  in  the  herring-fifliing  fcafon.  What  pity  was  it  then  to  deprive  tbe 
poor  induftrious  people,  for  fo  long  a  period,  of  fuch  a  refource  for  bettering 
their  condition  ia  lb  many  refped^s,  for  the  hkn  of  a  duty  trifling  to  Go  vera- 
ment,  but  highly  impolitic,  when  confidercd  in  all  its  train  of  calamitoos  coiv 
fequcnces,  to  the  families  of  many  ufeful  and  dcfeiving  fubjcil^i ! 


gwe^tma^   tnai;  no  mt nnon  is  maat  la  lac  niuorica  ok  loc  umcs 
of  fuch  a  magnificeat  building  *• 

Schools, 

• 
*  It  is  built  with  a  cement,  apparently  made  up  of  a  compoiition  of  lime 
fea-ihcll,  and  earth  of  a  dunnifh  colour,  fo  exceedingly  Brm,  that  it  were  eaficT 
to  qo^rrj  a  whin  .rock.    Some  parti  of  the  walla  feem  to  be  of  a  later  date  than 
other9,  being  thinoer  an4  iaa  different  ftyie  of  frchite^kure.    The  outer  wall  it 
7  feet  thick,  33  feet  in  height,  afid  450  feet  in  length,  in  all,  but  aone  of  tfaft 
fides  are  ezadtly  of  the  fame  length.    It  has  two  projeolions  of  13  feet  fquare 
oTer  walls,  one  at  the  S.  £.  comer,  and  the  other  at  the  N.  W.  comer,  (til  I 
called  Tur-an-t'agairt,  or  the  Prie(t*s  Tower,  clo(e  by  which,  there  was  a  fmall 
chapel  or  oratory.    At  the  N.  £.  comer,  and  within  the  outer  wall,  there  it  a 
large  tower  or  citadel,  confiderably  higher  than  the  outer  wall,  which  is  kept 
in  good  repair  by  the  prefent  proprietor,  who  roofed  and  floored  it,  fo  as  to  make 
ezceedtiig  good  lodgings.    Below,  there  are  excellent  vaulted  cellars;  the  ftaiit 
to  the  federal  apartments  above,  run  through  the  wall,  and  are  far  from  being 
bad,  tlKiugh  rather  narrow,  according  to  the  tafle  of  the  times.    The  entry  to 
it  was  fecured.  by  a  wall  ftretching  acrofs  the  area  to  the  N.  W.  fide  of  the  outer 
wall,  with  a  large  gate  in  the  middle :  This  gate,  now  partly  taken  down,  as 
well  as  the  two  outer  or  principal  gates,  were  in  the  Gothic  ftyle.    The  area 
within  this  crols  wall,  was  probably  ufed  as  barracks,  now  converted  into  a 
handfome  court  of  offices  with  great  propriety.    Thefe,  with  other  improve- 
ments, both  within  and  without  tht  caftle,  have  a  very  pleafing  efledi,  exhibit* 
'     tag  to  the  eje  at  one  view,  modem  elegance  and  ancient  grandeur  happily  com- 
.    biocd  together. 

Upon  almoft  every  point  or  projtdHon  along  the  coaft,  there  are  to  be  feea 

(iaiall  Basilh  fiorts;  the  moft  confiderablc  is,  tht  caftie  of  Aird  at  Carradell,  it 

is  fitaatad  oa  a  high  rock  dola  by  the  fta,  on  which  fide  it  is  inacceffible,  and  fe* 

carad  on  the  land  fide  by  a  deep  broad  ditch.   Nothing  remains  but  a  part  of 

the  outer  wli,  built  with  mud,  and  above  6  feet  thick,  and  1%  feet  high,  where 

satire.    It  is  140  feet  long,  and  71  broad.    Kear  this,  at  the  extremity  of  the 

pwnt  of  land,  which  forma  the  fine  bay  of  Carradell,  there  is  a  (mall  ifland,  in 

the  centre  of  which  is  to  bt  (eaa,  the  foundations  of  a  vHrified  wall  of  an  ellip- 

tical  fefm,  ftinroanding  about  a  rood  of  ground.    The  lava  or  cement  is  of  a 

dark  gray  colour;  hut  of  what  materials,  and  by  what  proce(s  it  was  made,  is 

not  eafily  dateimincd.    There  is  no  tradition  to  throw  any  light  on  this  pux- 

liing  aoBnBent  of  antiquity.  Its  infular  (eqneitered  fituation,  and  particularly 

its  fona,  which  was  peculiar  to  the  ancient  Druids,  and  a  large  opening  on  the 

L  toward  tht  rifing  fun,  would  tempt  one  to  conjedhire  that  it  was  built  by 

^  itncrabk  oider^  as  a  place  of  retxe^t  and  fecurity,  when  they  fell  into 

difgrace, 
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Schools^  Poor.— There  it  no  parochial  fchqol  (properly  i^ 
called)  in  this  pari(h,  and  there  is  onlj  one  focietj  fchool  for 
^adingt  &c.  at  jL,  and  another  for  knitting,  S&c.  at  61.9  both 
placed  at  Skipnefs.  There  are  two  annuities  left  to  the  for. 
9ier,  one  of  al.  los.  Sterling,  bj  Daniel  Campbell,  £fq*  ot 
Shawfield;  and  the  other  of  5I.  left  to  it  by  Mrs.  Ann  Camp. 
belly  reltd  of  Captain  Colin  Campbell  of  Skipnefs  ;  both 
ivhich  a^inuities  are  regularly  paid*  The  parifli  would  re- 
quire three  other  fchools  at  l^flj  one  m  .the  centric,  one  at 
CarradeU,  and  one  in  Glenfaddel  *. 

Such  is  the  modeftj  of  the  poor  in  this  pariO],  and  their 
•verfion  to  beggingi  that  the  feflion  lift  feldom  exceeds  12, 

except 

^ifgrace,  and  had  drawn  upon  tHemfeives  tbe  difpleaftire  of  the  rice  of  Finpli 
bjT  afliuning  a  ^^ater  degree  of  fower,  than  thefe  haughty  heroes  wore  inUiiif 
^0  allow  them.  As  there  is  a  fimiUr  build ing  in  the  iiiand  of  Bute,  and  atks 
places,  it  is  hoped  a  more  fatisfa<ftory  account  may  be  obtained. 

*  Application  was  made  by  memorial,  about  15  years  ago,  to  the  Society  ia 
Scotland  for  Propagating  ChriHian  Kjoowledgc^  rcprefenting  the  ftate  of  cht 
poor  people  for  want  of  fchools,  and  craving  the  aid  of  the  Society.  No  K\i*i 
was  then  granted,  on  this  ground,  that  theie  was  no  parochial  fchool  in  t£e 
parifli.  This  \b  ilill  the  cui'e,  for  this  obvious  rcafon,  that  one  parochial  icbooi 
would  be  of  little  benefit  in  this  pari^i,  on  account  of  its  great  length  and  com- 
parative narrownels,  interfet^cd  by  fo  many  rapid  and  dangerous  rivers.  Bot  s 
plan  much  better  adapted  to  the  purpofes  of  education  and  general  ad'Tantsfe, 
was  adopted  in  lieu  of  it,  namely,  to  divide  the  parifli  into  convenient  diftrid^ 
with  a  fiiiall  fchool  in  each  ;  the  inhabitants  contributing  a  falary  to  the  teach- 
er, which  falary  amounted  confldembly  aboxT  what  they  could  legally,  or  m- 
fonably  be  aifelTed  in.  Thcfc  lalaries,  however,  though.not  very  coafiderabk^ 
being  tc^o  heavy  a  burden  on  the  poorer  fon,  who  are  by  fiar  the  greateft  muo- 
ber,  thefe  fchooU  were  frequently  difcontinucd,  and  in  ibroe  diflri^  dro^pc^ 
altogether.  But  it  is  now  to  be  hoped,  that  the  forvey  lately  made  by  a  Re- 
verend Gentleman,  will  fliow  the  Society  the  propriety  of  credUog  more  fcbocs 
in  this  parifli,  for  the  relict  of  the  poor,  encouragement  of  teachers,  and  tbe 
interell  of  religion.  The  landed  iuterelt  in  the  pariih,  muft  certainly  con&iu 
it  as  a  right  meafure  to  concur  with  the  Society,  in  promoting  a  Ccheme,  no£ 
only  Lencvolent  in  it^  nature,  but  attended  with  many  advantages  to  thcofe 
feives.    "  He  that  iendcth  to  the  poor,  Icndcth  to  the  Lord." 
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ecept  an  the  fummer  fealbn,  and  ia  times  of  great  ;fcar^Uy4 
'hej  are  (upported  partly  by  the  cfoUeftpas  ia  churchp  pri« 
ate  charities*  and  their  own  induftrjr ;  very  few  of  theo^ 
eg  from  door  to  door.  But  the  pariih  is  much  harrafled  witl^ 
rolling  beggars  from  Ireland,  the  Highland  Ifles,  the  Low 
lountry,  and  from  the  northern  parts  of  Scotland. 

Eccl^fiq^ical  Stat^*^ — ^Tbere  are  two  cburches,  neither  o{ 
hem  oldr  beiog  built  fince  the  credion  17539  they  are  13 
ailes  diftant  from  each  other,  and  about  6  miles  from  th% 
xtremities.;  they  are  in  good  repair,  but  ftill  unenclofed^ 
ind  without  bells,  and  other  conveniencies  neceilkry  for  the 
lergyman,  when  performing  duty  at  a  diftance  from  his  own 
loufe^  and  where  he  can  find  no  proper  accommodation  for 
umfelfy  or  his  horfe ;  to  be  forced  to  look  for  it  in  a  publxck 
loufe,  is  both  difagreeable  and  expeiifive*  The  glebe  was 
lefignedp  and  the  manfe  built  in  1772,  in  a  fituation  extreme- 
y  cold,  and  expofed  to  vicdenl  ftorms  ;  4  miles  from  one 
church,  and  9  from  the  other.  The  glebe  confifis  of  about 
lo  acres,  Scots  meafure,  of  very  bad  moor,  and  two  acres 
Etrable.  The  fum  allotted  for  building  the  manfe,  was  only 
X46I.  xos.;  a  part  of  the  finilhing  within,  and  the  offices^ 
were  put  off  to  a  futnre  period;  and  nothing  has  been  done  as 
to  either,  except  what  the  iocumbent  has  done  for  his  interim 
accommodation,  at  his  own  expenfe.  He  believes  the  heri- 
tors intend  foon  to  make  up  thefe  deficiencies.  The  prefent 
living  18  49  bolls  bear,  15  bolls  meal,  and  about  17  K  Ster* 
ling  money,  per  decreet  of  locality,  by  which  all  the  recover^ 
able  teinds  are  exhaufted.— Patron,  his  Grace  the  lluke  of 
ArgylL 

Gtnerat  Cbara£i0r.^^Thc  people  of  this  parifli  are,  in  geu 
neral,  of  a  fober,  boneft,  and  hofpitable  difpofition.    Few 

crimes, 
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critt^t,  or  high  oiiHmeaiiomrs  hmvt  beeti  kaown  wmMg  then: 
TIm  fines,  for  infttoce,  for  fomtcatioii  and  tdoltecy,  have  ira( 
exceeded  jl.  fince  the  ificambent  ctme  to  the  patifii,  15  yesr 
•{••  As  to  ihetr  religions  knowledge,  they  are  happily  ig- 
iiomt  of  thofe  party  diftioAiotis,  and  eontroyerfial  fifpnta 
which  difgrace  and  divide  the  religious  in  feme  puts  of  the 
kingdom,  as  well  teachers  as  people.  Senfible,  however,  ol 
the  dHadvanfages  they  have  long  Iain  under  from  dicir  kcaJ 
fituatioo,  in  a  parifb  fo  oddly  li&id  off.  When  the  commmiica. 
tton  is  fo  frequently  interrupted  by  intervening  rivers,  and 
the  confcqnent  difficulty  of  enjoying  the  means  of  refigtoos 
itnprovement,  they  anxioufly  look  forward  to  that  period 
lirhen  thrfc  obftrnftions  AiH  be  removed. 

One  very  great  obftrudion  to  reltgions  rmprorenMnt  iH  this 
parifli,  is  not  only  the  gteat  diftance  of  a  confiderahfe  nunibet 
of  the  people  from  the  chiirches,  and  the  intetmption  of 
rivers,  &t.  but  cfuefly  their  having  poMick  worftzp  only 
every  fecend  Sabbatii  in  eacf  Churchy  and  e\'en  this  fnbjed 
to  the  uncertainty  and  difappointmenl  which  muft  freqnentlj 
stife  from  the  above  mentioned  taufes.  It  is  e^ent,  that  if 
pnblick' ordinances  are  the  principal  channeis  of  reKgiom  im- 
provement  (which  no  fenfibie  man  will  deny),  this  improve- 
ment win  advance  more  or  fefs  in  propotCion,  as  thefe  mcaAs 
are  enjoyed.  To  want  them,  therefore,  every  fecond  A^j^  is 
plainly  a  'dedudion  of  one  half  of  the  quantum  of  know. 
)edge  and  virtue  they  are  calculated  to  produce.  If  to  this 
be  added,  the  force  of  thofe  confequent  habits  of  negleft  and 
mifapplication  of  that  day,  dedicated  to  the  performance  of 
the  moft  natural  and  indifpeniible  duties  of  a  reafonable  be- 
ing towards  his  heft  Benefactor,  and  to  the  attainment  of  the 
eflential  requifites  of  private  and  public,  prefent  and  future 
happinefs,  it  will  fuggeft  confideratioffii  of  the  moft  aifiediog 
nature-  to  every  perfon  who  is  not  totally  divefted  of  evt:^ 

becomiDg 
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'becoming  regard  either  to  God  or  his  fellow  creatures  ;  yet, 
Ihameful  as  it  is,  in  this  blefled  land  of  religion  and  libertj, 
fuchf  and  woife  than  can  now  be  defcribed,  is  the  fituatioa 
not  only  of  this  p&rifh,  but  of  tnany  other  parifliea  in  the 
Highlands  and  Iflands  of  Scotland.  But  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
that  ia  the  reign  of  the  beft  of  Kings,  and  during  an  admini- 
flration  which  pajs  every  attention  to  the  temporal  profperity 
of  the  nation,  this  great  objeft  will  not  be  overlociked ;  that 
means  will  be  adopted  not  only  of  rendering  the  iitaation  of 
the  prefent  clergy  comfortable,  but  that  provifions  will  be 
made  by  Government  for  the  fupport  of  fuch  an  additional 
number,  as  are  neceffary  for  reducing  fuch  pariflies  as  are  at 
prefent  too  large  and  extehfive  within  reafonable  bounds* 
This  would  render  the  duties  both  of  minifters  and  people, 
not  only  eafy  and  pleafant  to  themfelves,  but  profitable  to  the 
nation,  by  facilitating  the  means  of  adding  to  the  flock  of 
pablick  virtue,  and  publick  profperity ;  for,  it  is  the  fnreft 
way  of  attaining  to  that  righteoufdels  which  exaltetl)  a  aa« 
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PARISH  <»r  AUCHINDOIR. 


(Cotmrr  and  Synod  of  Aberdesv,  PREsBTTur  or  Ax#« 

FORD.) 


JBf  th§  Ri9.  Mr.  Jaicis  Rew. 


Namcy  Extent^  Surface,  &c. 

nPHE  name  of  the  parifli  is  Gaelic.     Its  etymology  is 

"*•  certain.  It  is  faid  to  fignify  **  the  field  of  the  chafe,** 
or,  '^  the  field  of  the  purfuit."  But,  though  its  fitHatiofi  a- 
mong  hills,  the  greateft  part  of  which  have  been  covered 
with  wood,  muft  have  rendered  it  fit  for  the  chafe ;  and 
though  a  great  number  of  cairns,  faid  to  hare  been  raifed 
over  the  bodies  of  the  fiain,  and  fome  other  circumflances, 
make  it  not  improbable  that  a  bloody  battle  has  been  fought 
here;  little  more  than  conjeAure  can  be  oflTered  why  it  ihould 
have  taken  its  name,  either  from  the  hunting  of  wild  beafis, 

or 
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•r  the  purliiit  of  all  enemj  *.  Tbe  form  of  the  parifli  U  ir* 
teguhr,  and  in  manj  places  it  is  interfeded  by  thie  neighs 
bonring  pariflies.  There  is  no  map  of  l;he  parilh  ;  and,  ex^ 
cepc  tbe  eftate  of  Craig,  none  of  it  has  been  meafured.  It 
nay  contain  about  35  fquare  miles,  being  about  7  miles  from 
N.  to  S.9  and,  at  a  medium,  5  miles  from  £•  to  W. ;  but  by 
hx  the  greateft  part  of  this  is  hill  or  moor  ;  fo  that  tbe  ex* 
tent  of  arable  ground  does  not  exceed  aooo  acres.  Thi$ 
country  is,  in  general,  hilly,  or  even  mountainons,  and  fomt 
of  the  mouauios  are  of  confiderable  height.  The  Buck  in 
paiticniar,  the  top  of  which  is  a  boandary  of  this  parilb,  is^ 
according  to  Ainllie,  23  7  feet  above  tbe  level  of  the  (ea,  and 
though  more  than  30  miles  from  the  neareft  fea,  is  feen  at  tho 
diftanoe  of  zo  leagues  from  the  land.  The  mountains,  in  ge*- 
neral,  are  covered  with  heath,  and  fupply  the  fportfman  with 
plenty  of  moor  game,  though  for  ibme  years  with  confider« 
ably  leCi  than  nfnal,  owing,  as  it  is  fuppofed,  to  the  ftormy 
weather  in  the  breeding  fea(bn.  Some  of  the  hills  are  green, 
and  though  the  grafs  be  for  the  moft  part  coarfe,  affard  toIe> 
rable  pailure  to  a  good  many  Iheep. 

Riveriy  Hilbf  &c— -The  number  of  rivers,  or  even  rivu* 
lets,  is  not  fo  great  as  might  have  been  expe&ed  in  fuch  a 
mountainous  country.    The  only  river  in  the  pariih  is  Bogie. 

3  Q.»  It 

*  Buclisatn  tells  as,  that  Lntlilac,  fon  to  the  nfurper  Macbeth,  having  Ifeen 
puriued  northward  by  Malcolm,  was  flain  "  in  the  valley  of  Begie.'*  The  fpoc 
where  be  was  Hain  is  thou^  to  be  lAoat  t  miles  to  the  north  of  the  church  dC 
Aachindoir,  bat  in  the  parifh  of  Rhynte,  in  a  place  when  a  large  ftone,  with 
fome  warlike  figures  on  it,  has  been  fet  up.  If  (b,  it  is  not  improbable  thai 
Luthlac  has  been  overtaken  about  a  mile  to  the  S.  of  the  church,  in  the  place 
where  the  above  mentioned  caiim  now  are ;  that  being  defeated,  he  has  been 
puriocd  through  the  valley  of  Anchindoir,  which  lies  between  the  cairns  and 
the  figured  ftone  |  and  that  from  this  pnrfnit,  the  parifli  of  Auehiado^  hsf 
taken  its  name. 
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It  is  formed  by  two  riirolea,  called  the  Born  of  Craig,  and* 
the  Burn  of  CorcbiDnaa«  which  meet  at  the  manfe.  This 
beautiful  little  river,  alter  having  run  through  a  rerj  rich 
ftrath  or  vallej,  to  which  it  gives  name,  and  after  having  fup« 
plied  the  bleach&elds  at  Huntlj  with  very  foft  and  pure  water, 
falls  into  the  Doveni  a  little  below  that  village,  la  miles 
from  the  place  where  it  firft  took  its  name,  without  reckon- 
ing the  windings  of  the  river.  There  is  plenty  of  fine  tcoot 
in  it,  but  (carcely  any  {almon,  except  in  the  fpawning  fea* 
fon.  Don  touches  the  S«  £.  corner  of  the  parifii,  and  there 
receives  a  Imall  river,  called  Moffat,  which  divides  Aucbin- 
dotr  from  Kildrummy.  Salmon  are  caught  here  by  the  rod 
or  fpear ;  but  in  no  great  numbers.  If  we  include  a  part  of 
'Kearn  and  Kildrumm}r,  which  are  very  much  mixed  with 
this  parilh,  the  valley  of  Auchindoir  is  nearly  furrounded  by 
a  range  of  hills*  From  thefc,  feyeral  lefs  hills  iboot  forward 
into  the  valley  ;  and  the  hills  are  indented  by  gullies,  and  cut 
by  dens  or  deep  and  narrow  hollows,  feme  of  which  reach  a 
great  way  back  into  tl^e  mountains.  The  valley  is  exceed- 
ingly  diverfified  and  uneven,  every  here  aftd  there,  either 
rifing  into  hillocks,  or  finking  into  hollows ;  the  whole  pre- 
fenting  a  profped,  which,  though  confined,  and  in  moft  places 
bleak,  to  the  admirers  if  wild  and romantick  fcenery,  i^  hj 
no  means  unpleai'auc  f . 

Minerals. 

f  Notwithftanding  the  furrounding  hills,  Auchindoir  i$  dry  tnd  hcalthj,  tlte 
hollows  probably  fervtng  as  fo  many  ventilators  to  yaxiiy  the  air.  Out  ot  the 
%%  x^xioM  that  died  lad  year,  the  fuoi  of  the  ages  of  5^,  is  666:  and  withia 
lefs  than  20  years,  6  men  have  died,  all  fervants  in  one  family,  whofe  ages  a* 
.mounted  to  fall  50Q  years.  The  laft  of  them,  who  died  a  few  months  ago,  had 
been  gardener  at  Craig  fince  the  year  1726,  retained  his  faculties,  both  mental 
and  bodily,  in  confiderable  perfe^ion,  and  managed  the  garden  with  great  at- 
tention to  the  laft ;  rode  7  miles  the  day  on  whicl^  he  died,  and  at  the  age  ef 
1^,  probably  ft\\  S  facrifice  to  a  locial  and  convivial  difpofiti(M2.    There  ^e  no 

diltempers 
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Jlfii«tfra/r.«>-«Freeftone  is  found  in  the  greateft  abundance  f 
fk.  quarry  of  it  is  wrought,  which  gives  employment  to  8  or 
I  o  hands.     There  is  alfo  a  vein  of  tolerably  good  limcftonct 
which  ia  different  places  svppears  even  at  the  furface,  but  ow- 
ing partly  to  the  want  of  good  roads  to  the  places  where  it  is 
founds  partly  to  our  fliort  leafes,  and  principally  to  the  man- 
ner in  whi  h  the  Itones  have  been  quari^Ied,  every  one  taking 
tbeoK  where  he  could  moil  eaiily  find  them^  without  ever  re. 
ntoving  the   rubbiih,  v^ry  little  lime  is  burnt  in   this  parilh. 
T  )*s  is  the  more  to  be  wondered  at,  as  there  is  plenty  of  good 
pt:at  for  burning  it:    .nd  the   more  to  be  regretted,  as  it  an« 
f\%  ers  uncommonly  well  with  the  foil.     The  litde  lime  that 
is  uf  d  in    Auchindoir,  is  chiefly  brought  from   Cabrach,  at 
the  iiiil4iice,Qf  xo  miles,  and  through   very  bad  roads.     We 
have  alfo  a  {oofe   gritty  fubflance,  which  ftroogly  effervefces 
with   aquafortis  ;  but,  as   the   place  where   it   is   found  is  of 
difficult  accefs,  the  eSeds  of  it  as  a  manure  have  not  been 
tne4*     W^rc  we  to  value  what  is  cuiious,  rather  than  what 
\%  ufeful,  Auchindoir  might  boait  of  being  one  of  the  few 
pariihes  in  Scotland  which  produce  afbeftos.    It  is  found  00  a 
hill  called  Towinreef,  in  the  bed  of  a  little  rill,  but  in  no 
great  quantity.     One  Jeans,  irom   Aberdeen,  found  a  great 
deal  of  it  by  djgging  in  the  neighbourhood* 

Po/fi&c/foii.-»Accord!ng  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report,  the  num. 
ber  of  fouls  in  1755,  was  839.  Ab  the  regiftcrs  here  have 
been  very  inaccurately  kept,  it  is  impoi&ble  to  fay  what  the 
ancient  population  hat  been.  The  regifter  of  baptifms,  which 

appears 

diftempen  but  fuch  as  are  common  in  the  north  of  Scotland.  Rheumatifm  is 
the  moft  prevalent,  and  ^avel  among  perfoos  in  the  decline  of  life.  Inocula- 
tion for  the  fmall'poz  has  taken  place  of  late.  Lad  fpring  50  were  inoculated 
by  a  furgeon  in  the  neighbouring  parifli,  who  very  humanely  gave  attendance 
and  medicines  to  the  poor  for  nothing. 
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appears  to  be  the  lead   inftccumte,  begias  in  1^4,  «t  wlftica 
time  the  pariih  feems  to  have  been  more  popolous  thms  at 
prefent,  the  tonual  average  of  baptirms  for  ay  jeara  being 
a6,  a  greater  number  than  anj  fince  that  period.    Froai  X697 
to  170  St  it  falls  as  low  as  jf ;  but,  in  a  few  years,  fifes  to 
about  ao.    For  the  lalt  8  years,  allowance  being  made  for 
thofe  who  are  not  regiftered,  it  has  been  onlj  14}.   The  pro- 
portion  between  the  males  and  females,  is  nearly  as  7  to  6» 
By  an  adual  enumeration  in  fnmmer  1 785,  the  pariih  coi^ 
tained  66x  fouls,  and  by  another  enumeration  laft  fpriog,   k 
contained  only  572  ;  fo  that  the  decreafe,  in  lefs  than  8  jears^ 
has  been  89.     The  decrrafe  is  partly  owing  to  the  removal  of 
cottager's,  who  had  pendicles  of  land,  and  privilege  of  pofture 
from  the  tenants,  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains ;  the  former 
being  difcouraged  by  the  latenefs  of  the  feafons,  and  conle- 
quent  lofs  of  a  great  part  of  their  crops  fioce  1781,  and  die 
latter  finding  they  could  make  more  by  the  rearing  of  cattle, 
than  the  rents  that  were  paid  them.     It  is  alfo  partly  to  be 
attributed  to  the  demand  for  labour  in  the  manufidories  at 
Aberdeen.    Of  the  572  inhabitants  which  the  pariih  ceatains, 
the  ages  are  as  follow  : 


Males. 

Females. 

Malec 

F«piaies- 

Below  10,    -       6% 

4» 

From  50  to  60,    28 

18 

From  io  to  to,     54 

48 

From  60  to  70,   aa 

31 

From  10  to  30,     38 

43 

From  70  to  80,    14 

16 

From  30  to  40,     29 

44 

From  80  to  90,      7 

7 

From  40  to  50,     36 

4a 

98,  — 

1 

la  all  390  males,  and  282  females. 


Of 


VboTC  10  years, 


Of  tb«fe  there  are : 
'"Of  tbe  Eftablilhed  Church, 
Seeeders,    [Barghers,    and 

burghers], 
Scotch  Epifcopalians, 
Papjfts, 
Quaker, 


-     441 
Anti- 

5 
4 
I 


Soik  Agricuburu  &c.-The  foU  of  Auchindoir  is,  in  ge- 
leral,  thin,  dry,  and  early,  confifting  of  a  pretty  rich  mould 
med  with  fand,  and  lying  on  freeftpne.     From  this,  how- 
tver,  there  are  many  exceptions.     The  N.  E.  part,  at  leaft 
the  infield,  is  a  ftrong  deep  clay,  and  the  glens  or  hoUows  a- 
mong  the  hills  are  wet,  fpongy.  and  late,  much  fitter  for 
pafturethan  tUlage.     Improvements  in  this  panfl.    and  m- 
ieed  in  aU  this  country,  have  made  little  progrefe.     The 
Scotch  plough  drawn  by  10  or  i.  oxen,  or  by  .  fmdl  horfes 
and  4  or  6  fmall  oxen  and  cows,  is  chiefly  ufed.     The  land, 
in  general,  is  neither  ftraighted  nor  levelled,  and  the  quanti- 
ty  of  turnip  or  fown  grafe  is  inconfiderable.  ■  The  infield  19 
kept  in  conftant  tillage,  without  being  cleaned  or  refted :  die 
ouSeld,  which  U  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  whole  arable 
ground,  k  fown  with  oats  for  5  or  6  years,  and  then  aUowed 


.  Tie  Burgher-Seceden  attend  pubUc  worihip  b  the  p«iO.  of  Tough.  >^ 

Kotiao,  «.  „,nufa<aures  are  earned  on  here.    The  wo- 

^^I^TZ  r.  yft^Kinp.  and  fpin  a  good  dea.  of  Hnen  ,ar„  for  the 
i::::^;.^^  Aberdeen  and  Huotly;  but  how  n.uch  money  thu  ma,  bnng 
into  the  p«iflH  it  U  n»t  eafy  to  dettrnune. 
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to  run  to  natural  grafs  for  8  or  9  years,  after  which  it  is  a 
gain  broken  up  and  treated  as  before.  This  wretched  mod 
of  farming,  however,  though  too  general,  is  not  tiniverfal 
Mr.  Gordon  of  Craig,  one  of  the  heritors,  has  a  farm  ful> 
ftantiallj  enclofed,  fubdivided,  and  improved,  in  which  tin 
ufeful  and  the  ornament«tl  are  happily  united.  Another  0 
the  heritors,  Mr.  Forbes  of  Brax,  has  alfd  a  farm  in  the  pa 
ri(h.  .  At  an  age,  when  the  fpirit  of  enterprise  and  exertioi 
generally  fubfides,  he  undertook  a  work  which  required  ev« 
youthful  aftivity.  When  above  6c,  he  took  under  his  ma- 
nagcmcnt,  about  156  acres  of  his  eftate,  coniifting  partly  0 
outfield,  and  partly  of  heath.  This  he  has  enclofed,  anc 
more  than  three-fourths  of  it  is  ,  carrying  weighty  crops  oi 
turnip,  corn,  or  grafs.  tie  is  now  in  his  84th  year,  and  v. 
ilill  pu thing  on  his  improvements  with  confideraHle  vigour. 
A  few  of  the  farmers  have  likewife  adopted  the  modem  huf- 
bandry,  and  with  fomc  fucccfs.  One  improvement  only,  and 
that  on  (b  n;irrow  a  fcale  as  to  be  fcarcely  worth  mentioning, 
is  pretty  general.  Not  above  20  years  ago,  hardly  any  of  the 
tenants  had  potatoes,  turnip,  or  fowii  grafs,  except  iki  theii 
gardens.  Mr.  Gordon  of  Craij;,  recommended  raifing  them  h 
the  fields,  and  fcnt  his  gard<iner  to  teach  the  mode  of  culture. 
Now,  every  one  has  a  few  falls  of  potatoes  and  turnip,  and 
fome  a  little  rye-grafs  and  clover,  in  the  fields  *•     There  an 

is 

*  It  is,  however,  to  be  feared,  tliat  without  the  operation  of  fomc  uAforc- 
I'een  caui'e,  the  progrefs  of  improvements  kcre  will  not  be  very  rapid.  T« 
following  are  amox>g  the  reafons  that  lead  to  this  uncomforuble  conduiiofl 
\Jl^  It  requires  a  conbderable  time  to  draw  men  from  long  confirmed  babif 
aij/y,  If  money  be  the  tinews  of  war,  it  is  no  lefs  the  finews  of  farming  ;  usd 
that  is  wanting  among  the  tenants  of  Auchindoir.  zdly.  The  principal  markr^ 
for  our  produce,  is  Aberdeen,  and  it  is  at  the  diftance  of  36  miles.  4thfy^  Tb< 
Icafes  are  Ihort,  and  not  a  few  of  the  farmers  are  tenants  at  will,  without  ac] 
leale  at  all.     S^^^y*  'Ail  the  tenants  pay  miil-multares^  which  are  a  tax  on  is^ 
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in  the  parifli,  about  6o  ploughs,  140  carts>  170  horfes;  900 
black  cattle;  and  3000  fheep.  The  valued  rent  of  the  pariQi 
isy  13221.  118.  4d.  Scots.  The  real  rent  is  about  65 ol.  Ster^ 
ling.  After  fupplying  itfelf,  the  parifh  exports. annually  a-i 
bout  100  boUs  of  bear;  and  200  bolls  of  oatmeal.  The  bear 
is  reckoned  of  an  excellent  quality^  not  unfrequentlj  weighing 
Vol.  XIL  3  R  from 

iduftry ;  and  fervices,  which  draw  off  their  attention  from  their  own  farms,  and 
are  much  more  hurtfisl  to  the  teoattt  than  beneficial  to  the  proprietor.  It  it  ac-i^ 
knowledged  that  the  iDConveoiencics  of  either,  are  not  fo  much  felt  here  as  in  ft 
country  where  improvemehts  are  going  on,  and  the  value  of  labour  is  better 
tinderftood ;  but  that  thej  have  a  tendency  to  check  improvements,  cannot  ad- 
mit of  a  doubt.  It  is  aifo  acknowledged,  that  the  fervices  are  not  rigorouily 
exaded,  the  tenanu  being  treated  with  great  lenity  and  indulgence  ;  but  tbcy 
notwithftanding  keep  them  in  a  ftate  of  dependence,  as  degrading  to  the  cha- 
racter as  inimical  to  exertions,  ^thly^  We  have  no  winter-herding.  As  foon 
as  the  com  is  off  the  fields,  the  cattle  are  let  loofe  without  a  keeper.  The  fown 
grafs  and  turnip,  are  the  objedls  of  their  depredations ;  and  thefe,  at  the  C0un« 
try  is  open,  it  is  impoflible  for  the  owners  tt»  prefervfc.  The  fmall  patches  of 
turnip  are  indeed  taken  up,  and  after  their  tops  are  cut  off,  are  put  into  houfes^ 
or  piled  up  in  heaps  and  covered  with  earth ;  but  where  the  fields  are  extenfive^ 
this  cannot  be  done.  It  may  indeed  be  faid,  that  winter^keeping  may  be  forced ; 
but  the  meafure  is  fo  very  unpopular  here,  that  fiew  have  the  reibiution  to  at« 
tempt  it. 

Some  of  thefe  difcburagcments  to  improvement,  it  is  evident,  cannot  be  re- 
moved, and  it  is  equally  evident,  that  others  can.  If  the  bed  tenants,  not  the 
higheft  bidders,  were  preferred  ;  if  judicious  encouragement,  particularly  long 
leafcs,  were  given  to  the  mod  fpirited,  fkilful,  and  fubftantial,  and  if  thofe  weie 
aififted  with  a  little  money  who  feemed  capable  of  making  a  good  ufe  of  it ;  « 
fpirit  of  improvement  might  be  excited,  the  condition  of  the  tenantr  bettered, 
and  a  permanent,  though  not  immediate  increafe  of  rent  obtained.  It  may  ap* 
pear  improbable,  yet  fome  fafls  would  almoft  incline  us  to  fuppofe,  that  agri- 
culture at  fone  remote  period  had  attained  a  greater  degree  of  perfe^^ion  than 
at  preff  nt.  Many  places  bear  the  traces  of  the  plough,  which  are  oow  cuvcr*^ 
ed  with  heath ;  and,  what  is  very  remarkable,  the  ridges  are  all  ftraight,  level, 
and  of  equal  breadth.  Some  of  thefe  places  too,  are  at  an  elevation,  at  which, 
it  is  now  thought,  com  cannot  be  brought  to  grow ;  but  this  is  ealily  account* 
cd  for,  if  we  confider  that  a  great  part  of  the  country  has  funncily  been  cover* 
cJ  with  wood . 
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from  20  to  21  done  a  boll,  which  has  been  known  to  yield 
iS  ftoAc  of  meal.  If  the  rife  of  the  price  of  labour  be  a 
proof  of  increafing  profperitj^  we  maft  entertain  a  verj  fiat- 
tering  opinion  of  th^  north  of  Scotland  in  general,  ami  of 
this  coantrj  in  particular.  IVithin  the£e  30  years,  it  has 
been  doubled,  and  tripled  in  little  more  than  40.  In  this 
pariih,  it  is  pretty  much  the  fame  as  in  the  reft  of  the 
county. 

Language^  Antiquities^  &c. — The  only  language  fpoken 
here,  is  that  dialeft  of  the  Englifh  which  is  common  in  A- 
berdeenfliire.  The  peculiarities  of  it,  a  native  is  perhaps 
little  qualified  for  pointing  out.  The  people  in  the  fouth  of 
Scotland  fay,  that  the  tone  is  har(h,  and  to  them  has  the  ap- 
pearance of  paflion  and  bad  humour.  Almoft  all  the  names 
of  the  places  are  derived  from  the  Gaelic,  as  ''  Auchinleith," 
or  the  grey  field,  "  Toumriach,"  or  the  fpeckled  hill,  **  Ful- 
ziemont,'*  or  the  blood  of  the  mountain.  The  laft  is  the 
name  of  a  farm,  lying  at  the  foot  of  a  pretty  high  conical 
hill  called  Knock-chailich.  The  hill  has  been  fortified  by  a 
double  wall,  and  the  farm  has  probably  received  its  name 
from  fome  bloody  battle  that  has  been  fought  there.  On  a 
little  hill  clofc  by  the  church,  there  was  a  caille,  faid  to  be 
mentioned  by  Boetius  ;  but  no  traces  of  it  remain.  It  has 
been  defended  on  three  fides  by  rocks  and  precipices,  and  on 
the  fourth  fide  by  a  moat  or  deep  excavation  which  has  evi« 
dcntly  been  the  work  of  art.  There  are  feveral  other  anti- 
quities, fiich  as  tumuli,  barrows,  and  fome  little  hillocks 
called  peft-hiUocks,  about  which  laft  the  tradition  15  too 
▼ague  and  uncertain  to  defer^*e  a  place  here*. 

Heritors^ 

•  In  tlic  fouth-ctft  corner  of  the  parifli,  there  is  a  fpring  c-&ned,  ••  the  Nirr 
Maidens*  Well,*'  near  which,  tradition  fays,  nine  young  women  were  lUin  by 

abc«F 
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Heritors^  Stipend^  School^  Poor. — The  number  of  heritors 
is  6,  none  of  T^hom  refide  in  winter,  and  only  1  in  fummer. 
The  living  is  40I.  is.  6d. ;  19  bolls,  i  peck,  ^  of  a  lippie, 
meal,  at  9  done ;  and  6  bolls,  i  peck,  2)-  lippies,  bear ;  with 
3I.  6s.  8d.  of  communion  element  monej:  the  whole  amount- 
ing to  fcarcelj  60 1.  The  Earl  of  Fife  is  patron.  The  manfe 
was  built  in  1765  ;  but  is  in  very  bad  repair.  The  ehurch 
is  in  pretty  good  repair ;  but  by  much  too  fmall  for  tlie  ac- 
commodation of  the  parifh  *• — The  fchool  falary  is  very 
fmall,  being  cnly  7  bolls,  3  firlots,  2  pecks,  meal,  at  9  (lone ; 
all  paid  by  the  tenants,  and  colle&ed.  with  a  great  deal  of 
trouble.  The  whole  emoluments  of  the  office  do  not  exceed 
9  L — We  have  no  ftated  funds  for  the  fupport  of  the  poor, 
except  the  intereft  of  230  merks  Scots,  paid  by  the  family  of 
Craig.  Altogether,  4hey  receive  little  more  than  irl.  an- 
nually :  yet  this  fum,  fmall  as  it  is,  feems  to  be  fufficient  for 

3  R  2  fupplying 

a  boar  that  iofefted  the  neighbouring  country.  A  ftone  with  fome  rode  figures 
00  it,  maiks  the  fpot  where  this  tragical  ^e nt  is  faid  to  have  happened.  The 
boar  was  flain  by  a  young  man  of  the  name  of  Forbes,  the  lover  of  one  of  the 
young  women,  and  a  ftonc  with  a  boar's  head  cut  on  it,  was  fct  up  to  preferve 
the  remembcraoce  of  his  gallantry  and  courai^e.  The  ftooe  was  removed  by 
Lord  Forbes  to  his  hqjife  of  Putachie ;  and  it  is  from  this  circumllance  that  a 
boar*s  head  is  quartered  in  the  arms  of  that  family. 

*  There  are  feveral  dates  on  it,  one  as  old  as  1557.  It  has  undoubtedly  been 
a  Popilli  church.  In  the  north^aft  comer,  there  is  a  very  complete  crucifix 
cut  in  (lone.  Below  it,  i|  a  niche  in  the  wall,  with  the  following  infcriptioii 
immediately  over  it,  in  very  legible  characters :  "  Hie  E.  corpus  D.  N.  I.  C# 
V.  M."  /.  e.  Hie  eft  corpus  Domini  noftri  Icfu  C3irifti.  Whether  the  bft  two 
mitials  ftand  for  verd  mutatum,  and  allude  to  the  doArine  of  tranfubftantiation, 
every  one  may  judge  for  himfcl^  On  the  lower  edge  of  the  niche,  but  now 
concealed  by  one  of  the  feats,  are  thefe^vords :  **  Hie  eft  fervatum  corpus  ex 
virgine  natum."  Laft  year,  by  a  decreet  of  the  Court  of  Teinds,  the  pariflics 
of  Forbes  axul  Keam  were  disjoined ;  and  the  former  annexed  to  TuUynelsle, 
the  later  to  Anchindoir :  but,  as  the  annexation  does  not  take  place  till  there 
is  a  vacancy  at  Foibes  and  Kearo,  no  account  is  taken  of  Keam  iu  this  re- 
port 


5QO  Statyiical  Account 

fuppljing  their  neceffities*  There  is  si  genersl  reluAaace  to 
become  m  burden  to  the  pariihy  which  leads  to  iodoftiy  and 
econoiDj.  Ottr  young  people  coniider  it  as  a  point  of  ho- 
nour  to  fupport  their  parents  \  and,  when  any  cafe  of  extra- 
ordinary  diftrefs  occurs,  to  which  the  pul^ltc  funds  are  un- 
equal^ the  people  cheerfully  and  amply  make  up  the  defi« 
piency.  There  is  no  (trolling  beggar  belonging  to  the  pariik; 
but  we  have  great  numbers  of  them  fr<mi  other  pariffaes. 
^me  of  thele,  particularly  the  women,  are  young  and  healthy ; 
and  they  are  ufually  attended  by  feveral  children  of  different 
ages,  whom  they  train  up  to  the  fame  habits  with  themfdres. 
If  there  be  laws  for  remedying  thefe  and  iimilar  abufes,  it  is 
a  pity  they  are  not  put  in  execution. 

MifceUamous  Qh/ervatioiu. — Some  ff  qur  difadvantages 
have  been  already  mentioned.  To  thefe  may  be  added,  our 
want  of  wood,  which  we  are  obliged  to  bring  from  great 
diflances,  even  for  the  moft  common  ufes.  This  complaint, 
however,  will  foon  be  remoyed.  Mr.  Gordon  of  Craig,  has 
planted  about  6co  acres,  with  all  the  kinds  of  foreft  trees  that 
are  to  be  found  in  the  north  of  Scotland.  They  are  in  a  very 
thriving  ftate,  and,  while  they  have  nearly  doubled  the  value 
of  his  eftate,  have  rendered  Craig  one  of  the  moft  beautiful 
places  in  the  county.  The  poet  Arthur  Johnfton,  in  order  to 
draw  his  learned  *  friend  from  his  retirement  at  Craig,  re- 
prefents  this  country  as  bleak,  and  fhockingly  ugly.  Had  he 
(een  Craig  in  its  prefent  ftate,  he  would  have  made  ufe  of 

otlicr 

•  Jchrfton's  letter  is  publiihrd  in  his  "  Parerga."  The  gentlemtn,  to  whoa 
it  wa«  addrefied,  feems  to  hav<:  been  a  man  of  abilities  and  accompltihiBent*. 

••  Tu  doBiK  fonte*  iiccafti  cohortes" — ^•*  Tu  mores  bominum  vidifti  et  uibes" 

•*  Te  fpc<5iant  curia,  roftra,  forum ;"  even  if  allowance  be  made  for  tbc  par- 
tiality of  a  frieod,  and  the  colouring  of  a  poet,  applied  to  %  man  of  ordiiu?? 
merit,  would  have  been  an  infult  laihcr  than  a  compliment. 
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pthcr  arguments*  The  rocks  and  precipices,  the  caves  and 
densy  which  he  reprefents  as  fo  horrible,  covered  as  they  now 
are  with  trees  and  ihrubs,  are  obje£b  fitter  to  invite  tbar^ 
frighten  away. 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  every  little  diftrift  fliould 
pofiefs  any  ftriking  peculiarity  of  cbarader ;  and  to  touch 
the  nice  difcrimipating  fliades.  is  neither  eafy  in  itfelf,  nor 
neceflary  in  a  work  of  this  nature.  The  following  fad  places 
the  charader  of  the  people  of  this  parilh  in  no  unfavourable 
light :  Within  the  memory  of  man,  there  has  been  no  in- 
{lance  of  fuicide,  nor  of  any  criminal  profecufion  againft  an 
inhabitant' of  Auchindoir, 


NUM. 
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NUMBER    XXXV. 


PARISH   OF   DTSART, 


(GOXTHTT  AND  STNOD  OF  FiFJE,  PrKSBTTERT  OF  KlUC« 
CALDT.) 


By  tU  Rev.  Mr.  George  Muirmeab, 


t^- 


Name,  Extent,  Syr/ace,  Soil,  Climate,  \Sc. 

nPHE  name  is  of  Gaelic  origin,  fignifying  the  Temple  of 
■*•  the  Moft  High  ♦.  The  form  is  irregular.  It  is  about 
zo  miles  in  circuit.  Its  extreme  length  is  about  4  miles  ;  its 
greateft  breadth  neajr  to  3.  It  contains  3054  acres.  The 
ground  riles  graduallj  from  the  fea  abore  a  mile  northwani ; 
and  then  flopes  down  to  the  river  Orr,  which  forms  the  boun- 
dary on  the  N.  £•  The  foil  is  generally  light :  near  the  coaft 
it  is  well  cultivated,  and  the  harvefi  early.  In  the  N.  W.  of 
the  pariih,  a  track  of  land  between  «the  Orr  and  the  rivulet 

Lochty, 

*  The  pariih  of  Glenurchay  was  formerly  caUed  Clacban  Dyfart,  or  the 
church  of  the  High  God.  Clachan  fignifies  (tone  or  building,  By,  (OEOS)  God, 
«xt,  high. 
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Lochty,  which  there  forma  the  bomidarj,  is  wet  and  very 
ftony.  In  the  fpring,  £•  winds  prevail,  and  bring  mifls  from 
the  fea,  which  are  unfavourable  to  pulmonic  complaints  :  at 
other  times,  the  climate  is  not  unhealthy  *•  The  fea  coaft 
extends  about  %  miles.  It  is  high  and  rocky :  but  the  rocks 
do  not  projed  far  into  the  fea  ;  and  in  Ibme  places  dierc  is  a 
fandy  beach  below  them.  Sea-ware  thrown  afliore  by  ftorms, 
is  occalionally  ufed  as  manure  with  fuccels.  The  ware  upon 
the  rocks  is  cut  once  in  3  years,  and  produces  a  few  tons  of 
kelp.  The  courfe  of  the  tides  is  regular,  high*water  bebg 
two  hours  after  the  moon  comes  to  the  meridian.  But  ia 
ibore,  the  current  fets  down  the  Frith  2  hours  before  high* 
water,  and  up  the  Frith,  a  hours  before  low-water.  The 
harbour  is  much  expofed  to  ftorms  from  the  £.,  which,  in 
winter  are  fometimes  very  violent.  It  may  contain  za  large 
vcflels  at  a  time.    The  depth  at  a  ftream,  Z2i-  feet« 

Minerals. — ^There  is  plenty  of  good  freeftone  at  no  great 
diftance  from  the  furface.  -  Limeftone  has  been  fqund  of  aa 
inferior  quality,  and  is  not  quarried,  as  there  is  plenty  of 
good  limeftone  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  mines  are  coal 
and  ironftone.     There  are  14  beds  of  coal  in  the  Sinclair 

ellate. 

*  Epidemics  are  not  frequent*  when  they  come,  they  prove  moft  fUal  ia 
Puthhesd,  not  from  the  fituation  of  the  town,  which  is  high,  on  rock  or  fand  ; 
but  from  the  houfes  being  crowded  with  inhabitants,  and  from  want  of  fu^ 
cient  attention  to  cleanlinefs.  More  attention  is  paid  to  this  than  formerly; 
but  there  is  dill  room  for  improvement,  in  this  refpe^l,  throughout  the  parifh. 
It  k  a  pity,  that  what  tends  fo  mateiialty  to  pronoote  health  and  comfort,  ihould 
not  be  coniidered  of  great  impo^ance.  There  are  two  mineral  fprings.  The 
one,  impregnated  with  vitriol,  had  once  lone  reputation  for  its  medicinal  qua- 
Htles ;  but  has  for  many  years  been  entirely  ncglc^cd.  The  other,  impregnat- 
ed with  iron,  was  much  rcforted  to  about  la  years  ago;  but  is  now  generally 
abandoned.  Both  are  from  coal  mines,  and  come  to  the  furface  on  the  fea^ 
fliore. 
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eftftte.  Moft  of  tbcm  are  thtn,  aad  have  btcn  wroogfat  oUi 
above  the  level  of  the  fea.  Three  of  the  tbickeft  of  tbcfe 
bedsi  which  are  near  one  another,  axe  now  workiog.  The 
npperiDoft  Jjed  is  5  feet  thick.  The  diflaace  hetwcen  it  and 
the  fecond  bed,  is  18  inche8»  b«ng  a  foot  of  ooal,  with  3 
inches  of  till  above  and  under  it.  The  ad  bed  of  coal  is  8 
feet  thick ;  under  it,  is  a  bed  of  ftone  tad  till  2  feet  3  inches; 
and  under  it  the  3d  bed  of  coal,  5  feet  thick  *•  They  are  now 
working  thefe  beds  of  coal  60  fethooAS  below  the  forface. 
The  water  is  raifed  by  2  fieam  engines :  the  eoals  are  raifed 
by  3  horCs  gins.  Horfes  are  employed  under  ground  to  bring 
the  coals  to  the  pit  bottoms.  The  average  quantity  of  coals 
railed  annually  i^r  7  years  preceding  i79if  is  I5t267  tons, 
value  4000 1.,  and  7000  tens  of  culm,  value  583 1. ;  105  per- 
loos  are  employed  f.     There  are  5  beds  of  Irooftone,  which 

bcbg 

*  THe  mettls  cut  tbroiigh  in  getting  to  the  coal,  are,  t^,  neit  tlie  fvrface, 
9  fathom  brownilh  ftone ;  24/,  14^  fathom  till,  very  clofe ;  3^,  S  fathom  brown- 
iih  ftone,  porous,  and  mlied  with  iron  Teim ;  4/5,  7  fathom  till,  mixed  with 
ikdti  beds  of  freeftone,  hard ;  5f^,  1  fathom  bloeifli  ftooe,  yerj  hard,  muft  be 
IProiight  with  gunpowder ;  6f^,  6  fithom  till,  mixed  with  thin  beds  freelhme ; 
7/J&,  \  fathom,  a  hard  coarfe  coal,  mixed  with  ftone,  which  13  immrdiately  a- 
hove  the  beds  of  coal  that  are  wrought,  and  is  left  for  a  roof. 

f  Dyfart  coal  was  amongft  the  firft  wrought  in  Scotland,  haviog  been  begun 
more  than  300  jears  ago.  It  was  on  fire  nearly  as  far  back.  It  is  faid  to  haTe 
had  ^riodic  eruptions  once  in  40  years ;  a  remarkable  one  in  itf^i.  This  fire 
is  fuppofed  to  have  been  occafioned  by  pyrites,  which  is  found  in  this  coaL  It 
is  defcribed  by  Buchanan, 

**  Vicini  deicrta  Tocant :  ibi  faxea  fubter 

**  Antra  tegunt  nigras  Tulcantia  femina  cautes.** 

Buci^.  FaANCiscAnai. 

The  eHeds  of  it  may  ftill  be  traced  by  the  calcined  rocks  from  the  harbour* 
more  than  a  mile  up  the  country.  The  road  from  the  harbour  is  called  Hot 
Pot  Wynd,  and  another  near  it,  the  Eumiog.  In  the  begiiining  of  this  ecu- 
turyi  the  flames  were  fceu  at  night  coming  out  of  the  pit  mouths.    In  174T. 

iht 


being  near  each  other,  are  wrou^a't  at  the  fame  time.  They 
lie  below  the  coal ;  and  a$  tbej  dip  the  fame  waj,  are  wroug]i( 
to  the  W.  of  itt  where  (hey  pome  nearer  the  furface :  94 
xnea  are  employed  in  this  work,  who  raife  2o8p  tons  %n^ 
nually*     A  ton  of  ftone  yields  about  \%oq  weight  of  iroa# 

Population^  &cc.'--.Aceording  to  Dr.  Webfler's  report,  th^ 
number  of  fouls  in  1755,  ^^^  ^3^7*  Little  is  known  of  the 
ancient  ftate  of  Dyfart.  Trade  is  faid  to  bare  flooriflied  there 
in  the  end  of  the  ijth  century;  50  fail,  probably  fmall  vef* 
fels  then  belonging  to  the  town.  Many  of  the  inhabitants, 
particulafly  failors^  accompanied  Lord  Sinclair  to  the  battle 
of  Flodden,  who  were  moftly  cut  off.  This  gave  a  great 
Ihock  to  their  trade  *.     The  Shipping  has  increafed  confider^  . 

Vol.  XII.  3  S  gbly 

the  coal  wu  fet  oa  fire  by  •  lime  kiln,  whicb  had  been  placed  too  near  it.  li- 
did  not  burn  violently :  but  was  not  extinguiihed  for  fome  yearSi  In  1790,  it 
again  took  fire,  from  what  caufe  is  tmknown.  It  did  not  burn  with  fury ;  but 
occafioned  much  fmoke  and  bad  air.  The  colliers  were  prevented  from  work- 
ing for  fome  months.  It  is  now  extinguiihed.  The  means  ufed,  were  to  ex- 
clude the  air  as  much  as  poffible,  and  to  allow  the  water  to  rife  by  ftopping  tha 
engines.  Dyfart  coal  has  a  ftrong  heat :  but  being  flow  in  kindling,  and  haT« 
ing  much  aflics,  is  not  fo  pleafant  for  rooms  as  fome  lighter  cOals.  It  dips  to 
the  S.  £.  (moft  of  the  metals  on  the  fea  coaft  of  this  parilh  dip  the  fam?  way) 
I  iathom  in  3  near  the  ihore ;  but  is  flatter  as  it  goes  north. 

*  It  was  made  a  royal  burgh  in  the  beginning  of  the  x6th  century :  but  th« 
original  charter,  and  old  records  are  loft.  In  X546,  it  is  mentioned  as  one  of 
the  principal  trading  towns  on  the  Fife  coaft.  In  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
century,  i(s  trade  was  much  decayed :  but  from  the  number  of  well  built  houfes 
in  it  then,  it  had  the  appearanee  of  having  been  in  a  flourishing  ftate.  AC  that 
time  much  &lt  wu  made  there ;  aod  their  trade  confifted  chiefly  io  exporting 
coal  and  fait  to  HoUafid.  At  t^at  time  too,  malting  and  brewing  were  carried 
on  to  a  great  extent.  In  VTS^*  foreign  trade  revived.  Severals  commenced 
wine  merchants,  and  imported  wine  and  fpirits  ta  their  own  veflcls.  This  trade, 
fupported  partly  by  defrauding  the  revenue,  is  now  happily  done  away.  Indl- 
vi^uftls  might  gain  b^  it :  b|it  the  town  wu  much  hurt.    lu  eflledb  on  the 

Viorak 
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ably  of  late  jears ;  manufaftnres  have  been  introdaced  ;  am^ 
the  town  may  be  pronounced  in  a  thriving  date.  In  1 7561 
the  number  of  inhabitants  was  1378.  In  1793,  1817.  The 
revenues  of  the  town  are  fmall,  arifing  from  fome  ]ande4 
property  and  the  harbour  dues.  , 

Pathhead  is  named  from  its  fituatian  near  a  fteep  defcecc 
called  the  Path.  It  is  divided  into  Pathhead  Proper,  or  Diini* 
keer,  fituated  on  Dunikeer  eftate,  and  Sinclairton  fitaatcd  on 
Sinclair  eftate.  Dunikeer  is  the  old  town  :  the  greateft  part 
of  Sbdairton  has  been  built  within  thefe  40  years.  The 
chief  employment  in  Pathhead  was,  for  a  long  time,  the  mak- 
ing  of  nails.  They  fent  great  quantities  to  Edinburgh,  to 
Glafgow,  and  to  the  north  of  Scotland.  Two  things  favour- 
ed this  trade,  plenty  of  good  coal  i^ear  them,  and  the  &cility 
of  getting  old  iron,  by  the  fliips  tradmg  from  Dyfart  to  Hoi- 
land.  But  when  other  places  came  to  have  the  fame  advan« 
tages,  and  nail  faAories  were  ere&ed  in  di&rent  quarters,  the 
profits  of  this  trade  were  diminiibed.  Manufadures  have 
becQ  introduced  fin^e  that  time,  t^^tkj  bred  fmiths  have  be- 
come weavers  ;  the  women  too  are  beginning  to  handle  the 
ihuttle  with  fuccefa.  Several  manufa&uren  of  fnbftance  now 
refide  there,  who  have  raifed  themfclves  by  fober  indofixy ; 
and  the  town  is  in  a  fifir  way  of  flourifhing,  if  the  fudden 
rife  of  wages  do  not  lead  the  young  men  into  habits  of  diffi- 
pation.  Symptoms  of  this  have  appeared  of  late :  but  the 
praftice  is  as  yet  happily  not  general ;  and  we  hope  the  inha« 
bitants,  in  general,  will  continue  to  ihow  that  regard  to  the 
laws  of  the  land,  and  that  refpeQ  for  the  prepepfs  of  the 
gofpel,  without  which  they  cannot  hope  to  profper.    In  1756, 

Padjhead, 

morals  of  the  people  tre  not  jt%  entirely  eflfaced.  New  laws  and  greater  vi- 
gilance on  the  part  of  government  rendered  the  trade  very  hazardous ;  sad  it 
is  now  feldom  attempted.  A  fair  trade  has  JTucceeded  it,  where  the  profits 
may  be  Vtb^  bat  tfie  iecurity  is  greater* 


Xlf  Dgart. 
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•^athfaead,  inclaiiing  Siablairton,  contained  1107  inhablunts  : 
in  ^^9^%  20S9. 

There  are  two  villages,  Galaton  and  Borland.  In  the  for" 
aoier,  nailing  was  the  chief  buiinefs ;  and  is  ilill  carried  on. 
Sut  manjr  weavers  now  refide  there,  who  are  emplojed  by 
^he  mannfA^rers  in  Djfart  and  Pathhead.  In  1736,  it  coa- 
itaincd  203  inhabitants  \  in  1792,  432.  Borland  was  begun  in 
X756,  for  accommodating  the  colliers,  and  has  been  iincc  in« 
creafed.     It  contains  196  inhabitants. 

In  I756>  the  numbers  in  the  country  were  241  \  in  X7921 
:409.  This  increafe  is  not  from  more  farmers  refiding  than 
formerly,  but  from  »  number  of  weavers  and  fome  fmiths 
having  from  time  to  time  built  lioufcs  along  the  high  road, 
«nd  in  other  places  of  the  country. 

Table  of  the  Pppulation  of  Dyfart  Parilh. 
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The  caufes  of  this  increafe  of  population  are,  an  Anti- 
burgher  meeting^houfe  being  ere&ed  at  Pathhead,  which 
drew  thofe  of  that  perfuafion  near  it ;  the  advantage  of  be- 
ing near  coal,  and  the  encouragement  for  labour  about  the 
coal-works;  and  what  has  contributed  much  more  than  either, 
the  rapid  increafe  of  (he  mai^u&£kttTes* 

3^9  ImprovinunU 
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ImprovimiMts  by  Profrietcrs. ^^In  the  Sioclatr  eftate;  there 
was  originallj  an  eztenfive  moor,  bardeiied  with  feal^  diyot, 
tttrf»  &c.  to  the  bargh  of  Djfart.  Servitudes  of  this  Idnd 
are  a  great  bar  to  improvements  :  and,  in  cftates  where  coal 
is  an  objeQ,  the  attention  paid  to  it*  too  often  prevents  the 
cultivation  of  the  furface.  When  the  inhabiunts  of  Dylart 
came  to  give  up  the  ufe  of  turf,  either  for  burning,  or  other 
purpofes,  their  privileges  on  the  moor  could  not  be  of  great 
importance.  An  agreement  concerning  them  feemed  evident- 
I J  for  the  advantage  of  all  concerned.  This  was  acemnpliih- 
cd  at  different  periods.  As  a  compenfation  to  the  town,  a- 
bove  xoo  acres  were  conveyed  to  them* in  property :  and  the 
fiimilj  of  St.  Glair  were  at  liberty  to  cultivate  what  remain- 
ed. In  the  beginning  of  this  century,  a  few  years  after  the 
firft  tranfaftion  with  the  town,  Lord  St«  Clair  began  to  plant 
and  enclofe  near  the  Orr«  His  example  was  followed  by  his 
focceflbrs  :  and  what  ftill  retains  the  name  of  Dylart  moor, 
now  confifts  of  good  enclofures,  chiefly  in  pailare,  furround« 
ed  with  belu  of  plantation.  Within  thefe  50  years,  between 
jao  and  400  acres  have  been  planted  and  improved,  no  more 
remaining  in  its  original  ftate,  than  what  is  neceffary  ht  fnch 
of  the  feuars  as  ufe  divot  for  a  covering  to  their  hon£es«  Tbe 
whole  eftate,  a  few  acres  excepted,  is  enclofed  with  ftoae 
and  lime,  or  ditch  and  hedge.  The  laft  is  preferred  as  a 
cheaper^  warmer,  and  more  beaotiful  fence.  The  eftate  is 
fiill  capable  of  improvement. 

The  proprietor  of  W.  Strathorr,  while  he  is  bnfied  in  car* 
lying  on  an  extenfive  manufa&ure  in  a  neighbouring  paiiflif 
dedicates  his  leifure  hours  to  the  improvement  of  his  eftate 
in  this.  The  ground  has  been*  cleared  of  ftones,  which  al« 
moft  covered  the  furface :  the  fields  have  been  enclofed,  dxaio* 
ed,  and  manured:  belts  have  been  planted  to  fcreen  it;  it 
aflumes  a  very  different  appearance  from  what  it  did  a  few 

years 
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fears  ego.    It  alreadj  makes  fame  return  for  the  looaej 
laid  out  upim  it ;  Mid  will  Toon  repa/  it  widi  intereft. 

r 

Farms  in  the  Hands  of  Temants. — Thefe  are  15  ia  number, 

containing  from  30  to  280  aores  each.     Upon  thefe,  ace  52 

men,  inclndtng  the  farmers  and  their  fervants  ;  94  har(es ; 

350  cattle ;  24  ploughs  * ;  38  carts.     They  breed  anaualljr 

16  horfes,  79  calves.     There  are  federal  exteo&ve  cndofurea 

in  pafiure,  on  which  100  cattle  are  fed  annuallj  ;  339  bolls 

of  oats  are  aanoallj  fowo,  which  produce  1824  bolb;  loi 

bolls  of  barley,  which  produce  589  bolls  ;  43  bolb  of  wheat, 

which  produce  351  bolls;  70  bolls  of  peafc,  which  produce 

271  bolls.     Potatoes,  turnips,  hay,  and  flaxf,  are  alfo  mifed 

in  no  great  quantities  $  and  the  proportions  cannot  be  eafily 

afcertained.    The  rent  of  the  beft  gra(s-groand  in  tbe  burgh 

acres  is,  il.  15$.  the  acre:  of  the  beft  arable  land,  3L     In 

the  farms,  there  is  little  above  x  L  an  acre  ;  and  much  below 

it.     There  b  a  confiderable  extent  of  ground  not  above  j§» 

6d.  the  acre.     The  leafes  being  only  for  19  years,  is  agaioft 

thefe  farms.     Had  the  farmers  a  leate  of  double  that  tioM^ 

they  would  be  encouraged  to  improve  by  tbe  hope  of  a  le- 

turn ;  or,  were  the  proprietors  to  take  them  for  (bme  time 

into  their  own  hands,  and  improve  them,  they  would  afiow 

ward  get  more  than  douUe  the  rent,  and  do  an  importaot 

fervice  to  the  pnUick«     The  produce  of  the  parilb  goes  bnC 

a  little  way  to  fupply  its  confnmption.  Meal  and  floor  aie  inu 

ported  from  Lothian;  meal,  wheat,  barley,  and  hay,  from 

the  neighbouring  parilhes.     Little  manure  can  be  got  bnC 

lime,   which  is  nCcd  in  confidence  qtiantitics.    For 


*  Sonll's  pidBgfai  Mt  som  gzatriHy  ;3icd. 

t  More  flax  wu  Uxmaly  cz.-i'nj^i ;  UiZ  Iz  t^  Utt  Itt^  Ok  Uimtn  ktve 
bcCT  irttnAeA  m  this  «txk,fa«  fet  apaakca  nBc:aa  <^iu  hcag  um  kmm^^ 

ing. 
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time,  ferrants  #ere  preferred  to  cottagen :  but  fince  tUe  late 
rife  of  wages,  and  great  demand  for  laboor  aboat  the  road« 
and  manub&uresi  thej  feel  the  want  of  them,  particalarlj  in 
harveft,  when  hands  are  with  difficulty  procured.  MeiiFler. 
vttits  wages  arc  6 1,  a-year.  "Our  £ftniiing  cannot  be  fiud  to  be 
in  a  very  adyaaoed  ftate :  but  there  has  been  great  improve* 
ment  within  thefe  20  years.  The  adrantages  of  eoclofing  and 
hying  down  in  grab  are  now  felt :  the  diftinfiion  between 
infield  and  outfield  is  doing  away :  *  balks  are  difappearing ; 
and  green  crops  are  fubfiituted  in  the  place  of  fummer  fallow* 
The  foil  is  none  of  the  heft }  bnt  might  be  made  mocfa  better 
than  what  it  is  at  prelent. 

Eurgh  Acris^^^tA^txx  j)yiarr,  Fathheadi  and  Galaton,  num* 
bers  who  keep  cows  and  hor(es,  find  it  neceflary  to  farm  a 
few  acres  at  a  high  rent.  Where  fuming  is  only  a  fecondaiy 
objed,  perfedion  cannot  be  expefted.  They  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  country  farmers  in  more  eafily  procuring  dung; 
and  accordingly  the  foil  near  the  towns  appears  richer  than  in 
the  country.  They  often  fow  loo  thick }  and  are  fcldom  at 
pains  to  keep  their  fields  clear  of  weeds.  Drilling  was  in- 
troduced about  40  years  ago.  Wheat,  barley,  beans,  aad 
oats,  are  fometimes  fown  in  this  way ;  turnips  and  potatoes 
always.  Where  the  ground  is  over-mn  with  weeds,  as  is  the 
cafe  with  the  burgh  acres,  from  their  being  almoft  confiantlj 
in  tillage,  the  drilling  is  furely  a  great  advantage  \  feed  is 
laved  ;  the  crop  is  generally  more  vigorous,  and  more  eafilj 
kept  clean.  There  are  a  few  of  tbofe  who  have  the  burgh 
acres,  who  pufli  the  farming  with  vigour,  and  have  their 

grounds 

*  In  ftony  ground^  the  ftones  ufed  to  be  Qirowli  into  tHe  hollow  between  t]ic 
ruSgeSi  by  which  one-third  of  the  gronnd  tod  thefe  ridges  called  balk^ 
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grounds  well  drefled.     Such  examples  are  needed,  and  are 
fiovihj  of  imitation  *• 

ManufaBuns — ^The  number  of  looms  in  the  parilhy  is  from 
700  to  750,  employed  in  making  checks  and  ticks.  The 
qnanttty  of  cloth  made  annually,  is  about  795,000  jards, 
which  being,  at  a  mediuu),  about  zif  d.  the  yard,  makes  the 
annual  value  of  this  manufadure  38,093 1.  153.  About  half 
the  cloth  is  fold  in  London ;  a  fourth,  chiefly  the  coarfe  kinds, 
in  Glafgow ;  the  other  fourth  in  Manchefter,  liverpool,  Not* 
tingham,  Leeds,  and  fome  other  towns  in  Yorkfhire.  In  th» 
linen  trade,  10  hands  are  reckoned  to  be  employed  by  each 
loom  ;  but  as  three-iburths  of  the  flax  eonfumed  in  this  trade 
are  foreign,  7  to  a  loom  may  be  a  proper  medium,  which,  for 
725  looms,  is  f  507J  people  employed.  Seven-eights  of  the 
flax  ofed  in  making  white  or  bleached  yams,  are  imported  from. 
Riga,  and  fpun  in  Fife*  What  b  ufed  for  the  blue  and  dyed 
yams,  is  chiefly  made  from  home  grown  flax :  but,  as  a  fuf« 
ficient  quantity  cannot  be  got,  Dutch  flax  is  imported  and 
fpun  to  make  up  the  deficiency.  Of  late  years,  a  confider- 
able  quantity  of  coarfe  yam  has  been  imported  from  Bremen 
and  Hamburgh.  Not  abeve  a  fourth  of  the  yam  ufed  in  the 
pariih  Is  fpun  in  it.  The  greateft  inconveiiiency  the  trade  la- 
bours under,  is  a  fcarcity  of  good  weavers.  People  not  qua- 
lified to  teach,  take  apprentices  for  a  or  3  years,  inflead  of  a 
longer  period.    The  apprentices,  not  attended  to,  get  into 

bad 

«  From  being  in  fnch  variety  of  haodf ,  it  was  difficult  to  form  any  calcula- 
te  of  the  prodnce  of  thefe  acres.  More  wheat,  and  potatoes,  and  tonips,  in 
proportion,  than  in  the  coontry  farms. 

f  That  is  more  people  than  the  pariih  contains,  becaufe  a  great  proportion 
of  the  flax  is  diefled  and  fpnn  out  of  the  pariih.  The  number  of  hands  employ, 
fd  in  this  pariih  in  this  njumfadvre,  is  between  2000  and  3000,  beginnisg  it 
the  flax«dreflcrk 
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bad  habits ;  and  many  of  thctn  never  can  make  a  piece  of 
gobd  cloth. 

This  oianufafture  began  in  this  parifh  between  17x0  and 
1720,  and  increafed  flowlj  till  1776,  when  it  did  not  exceed, 
in  ralae,  8500 1.  annuallj.  About  that  time,  a  or  3  of  the 
cftab4(hed  mannfa&urcrs  got  into  the  Engliih  trade,  and  mak- 
ing goodi*  Tuitable  to  that  trade,  increafed  their  demmnd  be- 
jond  what  their  capitals  were  rquul  to  ;  or,  though  thej  had 
had  funds  bejond  what  they  could  find  hands  to  execute. 
They  of  coorfe  gavr  their  orders  for  coarfe  goods  to  manu* 
fisdurers  in  the  neigh bourhocd,  who  employed  from  2  to  8 
looms.  Thefe,  by  economy  and  induflry,  faired  money  from 
the  orders  they  got;  and  Coon  tncrealcd*the  nnmber  of  their 
looms.  But  the  valne  of  the  goods  made,  has  increafed  much 
more  rapidly  than  the  capital  of  the  manufaftorers,  owing 
chiefly  to  the  many  branehes  of  the  banks,  by  which  credit 
is  got  too  eafily.  On  this  foundation,  about  a  thir4  of  the 
goods  if  at  prefent  made,  and  of  an  inferior  quality  to  what 
is  made  by  thofe  of  chara&er  and  capital.  Thofe  who  began 
diis  manufafiure  here,  had  to  work  with  the  fweat  of  their 
brow  for  8  or  10  years,  ere  they  gained  the  firfl  zool.  of 
their  capital :  now,  a  weaver  *  without  10 1.  capital,  will  get 
credit  for  aool.  or  300 1.  value  of  yam^  or  caih  for  a  bill, 
with  a  or  3  names  upon  it^  to  the  fame  amount.  To  retire 
thefe  bills,  the  goods  muft  be  expedittoufly  naanufafiured. 
To  effefi  this,  they  feduce  by  drink,  and  offera  of  extrava- 
gant wages,  the  workmen  of  eftablilhed  manutafturera :  the 

confequences 

*  Since  the  abore  tccomit  of  the  dedi  nitimlt6hiie  mt  firat  me.  a  ftagni' 
tion  has  taken  place ;  and  fcarcely  txij  money  can  be  pfocored  at  the  banks. 
Ai  yet,  this  parifli  has  been  lefs  affe^cd  by  it  than  many  other  places.  But 
few  haads  have  been  difmUTed :  the  wages  have  been  lowered,  but  are  tUl 
good.  But  unleft  there  come  a  favourable  tnm  £md,  manmb^Gbatn  cvman  st^ 
ford  to  make  goods^  when  the  fales  are  fo  low.     . 
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ftfinfe'qtteaces  muflt  be  obvioas.  The  fates  of  die  parifli  of 
late,  are  not  undct  from  48,000!.  Co  50,000!.  «-7car  •.  It 
inuft  be  obfenred,  to  the  honour  of  the  EngHflr,  that  in  the 
trade  with  them,  (here  are  ver j  few  bad  debts. 

Sbifi. — A  ihip-carpenter  employing  about  6  men,  fettled  , 
here  in  1764.  His  bufinefs  gradually  increafed,  till  he  found 
Employment  for  upwards  of  30  men.  He  has  built  here,  41 
vcffds  meafuring  5x89^  tons.  Of  thefe.  z;  were  for  Dyftrt ; 
6  for  Greenotkf  the  reft  chiefly  for  the  ncighboaring  ports. 
In  1778,  another  carpenter  bred  tmder  the  former,  began  to 
build,  and  has  hadf  very  good  eBCotmigement.  fie  has  built 
31  f  veffefs  meaftiring  3445  tons.  Abotrt  45  men  are  at  pre« 
fent  employed,  including  both.  At  an  aYei^ge,  for  15  years 
back,  5O1  tohs  hare  been  built  annually,  which  at  5 1,  the 
ton,  makes  the  annual  Talne  of  tlfiis  manuAiftuTe  2505 1.  The 
crooked  timber  is  imported  from  Hamburgh  and  Bremen,  and 
the  oak  plank  from  Dantzick.  Thie  foreign  timber,  after 
paying  duty,  is  cheaper  than  what  can  be  brought  from  any 
place  in  Britain.  A  confiderable  proportion,  howerer,  of 
£nglilh  Oak  is  ufed,  where  it  is  moft  ufeful.  The  feparation 
ot  the  American  Colonies  from  Britain,  and  the  amendment 
of  the  navigation  aft  in  2786,  have  contributed  mtich  to  the 
rapid  progrefs  of  ihip-building  in  this  country.  The  em- 
ployment which  this  bufinefr  gives  to*  flripping  in  importing 
the  materials  ;  the  numbers  employed  in  building,  manufiic- 
turing  fails,  cordage,  iron  work,  &cc. ;  and  the  duties  paid 

Vol.  XH.  3  T  on 

^  "the  files  of  tfife  pirifli  eiceed  the  produce,  bectufe  our  mtnuftduren  1^ 
doth  froa  other  pariftet,  and  caiplof  weavers  there.  It  majr  he  oMBnrtd^  top* 
th«t  A  number  c£  t^  wtv/tn  in  this  paiiih  are  emplofod  bjr  the  Kiifccaldj  in** 
tiufadtiren» 

f  Onlj  one  of  thefe  Tcflels  is  yet  known  to  be  loft ;  ii  were  lor  DffarC^  tbtf 
left  chiefly  for  the  neighbouring  ports. 
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•n  importiflg  the  foreign  articles,  render  it  of  importance  ; 
«nd  it  muft  be  confidered  as  a  valuable  acqnifition  to  com* 
merce.  It  is  hut  juftice  to  faj,  that  the  improrements  in 
this  art|  have  kept  pace  with  the  other  improvements  of  th« 
country*  It  is*  thought  a  bost*bailder  might  find  cncoorage- 
mant  here. 

IMiu^^fa  I'athhead  there  are  43  fmiths,  who  make  about 
€  million  of  nails  annuallj,  valne  about  1000  L  They  are 
fold  in  the  country  round,  and  confiderable  quantities  carried 
to  Edinburgh,  and  £bme  to  the  north  country.  In  Galaton 
there  are  alfo  43  fmiths,  they  do  not  make  the  fame  numbei 
of  nails,  as  Ceveral  of  them  are  far  advanced  in  life,  and  a 
number  of  them  make  nails  of  a  larger  fizc  for  ibip-bailiing. 
The  value  of  their  manufa&ure,  alfo  about  1000 1.  Their 
aaib  are  fold  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  quantities  carried  to 
Perth,  Montrofe,  and  Aberdeen*  The  nails  are  made  of  old 
iron  imported  from  Holland  :  and  the  merchants  who  fumi(h 
the  fmiths  with  old  iron,,  uke  their  nails  and  fend  them  to 
market* 

iSaft.--Salt  was  made  here,,  at  leaft  feme  time  before  1485^ 
as  appears  by  an  agreement  with  the  fiunily  of  St*  Clair,  of 
that  date*  The  works  were  more  extenfive  than  at  prefent* 
There  are  veftiges  of  manj  falt-pans,  which  have  been  de- 
moliihed  long  ago*  Much  fait  was  exported  to  Holland  s  but 
none  of  late  jears*  Seven  pans  are  now  going,  and  employ 
Z4  (alters,  befides  a  or  3  other  hands  occafionally  to  carry 
the  fait  to  the  granaries*  About  17,1^0  buihels  are  made  an- 
Bually,  value  1100 1*  The  fuel  employed  is  chiefly  culm, 
no  loads  are  required  to  make  tea  bulhels  of  fait.  The 
bittern  has  been  fometimes  fought  after  by  the  chymifts  $  but 
is  giencraUy  allowed  to  go  to  walte. 

Brewery 
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Brewery  and  Ropery. '^In  the  fonnery  about  zooo  bolls  of 
barley  are  malted  annually,  moftly  the  growth  of  this  county. 
About  2500  barrels  of  ale  and  beer  are  brewed,  from  zos.  to 
36s.  'the  barrel,  value  aijoL  A  confiderable  quantity  of 
this  is  fold  in  *  Kirkcaldy,  to  which  the  brewecy  pays  40 1, 
annually,  impoft.  A  manager  and  4  labouring  fervants  ar« 
employed.  An  addition  is  now  making  to  the  works,  to 
carry  on  a  diftillery  there.  In  the  latter,  about  6  men  aro 
vinployed  in  making  fioudl  ropes. 

D^mejiick  Commerce. — ^There  are  4  annual  fairs  in  Dyfart^ 
one  for  linfeed,  one  for  white  cloth,  one  for  white  cloth  and 
wool,  and  one  for  black  cattle.  In  Pathhead,  one  for  white 
cloth  and  wool.  In  Galaton,  one  for  white  cloth.  About 
50  years  ago,  great  quantities  of  doth  were  ezpofed  at  thefe 
-fairs,  and  bought  by  merchants  from  Edinburgh,  Giafgow, 
and  Stirling.  This  trade  has  gradually  fallen*  off ;  and  very 
little  bufinels  is  now  done  at  any  of  the  'fidrs,  except  that  for 
4>lack  cattle.  Jjti%  \7hite  cloth  is  piade  in  Fife  than  formerly, 
fo  many  of  the  weavers  being  taken  up  in  the  check  and  tick 
manufa&ure:  and  the  merchants  choofe  rather  to  pick  up 
the  cloth  at  the  bleachfield,  than  after  it  has  been  drefled  for 
the  market.  The  wool  marjcet  tpo  is  entirely  gone.  For- 
merly many  families  fpun  wool,  and  made  cloth  ipr  their 
own  wearing :  new  EnglUh  doth  is  generally  worn.  And 
fince  enclofing  became  general,  very  few  Iheep  are  kept  in 
Fife.  The  eafy  intercourfe  by  means  of  pods  and  caniers, 
and  Ihops  being  efiabUthed  in  every  ^ttle  village,  render  fairs 
lefji  necefiary,  Bufinefa  is  thus  better  managed.  When  every 
body  reforted  to  the  fairs,  they  were  generally  a  fcene  of  dif- 
fipation.  Whatever  day  the  fair  began  on,  00  bulinels  was  done 

3  T  a  that 

*^  Jt  it  fitiuted  juH  on  the  bouadary  of  the  Kickcil47  pariflu 
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that  wtek.  Tbexc  is  a  weekly  nmrket  ia  Bjfart  daruig  tb» 
fummer,  for  the  articles  of  die  couotry  prodoca :  and  a  flcfli^ 
inark^t  in  Djrfart  and  P^thhead,  in  which  about  300  cattle 
are  killed  annuallj,  be&de^  majuoo,  and  veal,  and  lasftb,  in 
Jiheir  Cealbn.  Mutton  is  often  brought  from  Perth.  The  land 
fale  of  coal  annuallj^  is  7x00  tons  \  and  of  iidt  aopo  haflicls* 
'piere  arie  alfo  cpnfiderable  iales  of  meal  and  of  wood  *• 

Maritime  Commerce. — ^Twenty-three  £)nare  rigged  vcflelsi 
and  two  floops  belong  to  Dyfart*  meafuringp  by  regifter,  4075 
tons,  value  30,0001.,  and  i^mployifig  249  men.  There  ia  not 
trade  from  this  port  to  employ  this  (hipping.  They  arc  moft- 
ly  in  the  carrying  trade,  going  out  ia  ballaft,  or  leaded  with 
coals,  and  bringing  hom^  wood  and  other  aitioles  from  the 
Baltick  to  Leith,  Sealocl^,  Diindee,  Perth,  and  other  pora. 
^  few  of  them  trade  from  London,  Liverpool,  and  odier 
Engliih  ports,  to  the  Mediterranean,  Weft  Indies,  and  Ame« 
rica.  Three  of  them  are  at  pre&nt  in  Government  iervice, 
as  armed  (hips,  and  one  as  a  tender.  As  to  foreign  exports 
and  imports  from  and  to  Dyfart  annually,  there  were  export- 
ed 4584  tons  of  coal,  chiefly  to  Copenhagen,  Gottenburgh, 

an4 

*  Prf^ri.-^Beef  ^m  4  d.  to  ^  d.  the  poan4  tron ;  veftl  lud  mutton  the  faine ; 
lauttoiip  when  lic«rce,  s^d.  tod  tf  d. ;  Umh  fram  i  «.  to  ift«  8  d.  the  qaatter ; 
iialnon  from  9  d.  to  S  4.  the  pound ;  fowii  froin  a  1.  to  a  f.  4  d.  the  pair ;  chick- 
ens from  8  d.  to  1 8.  4  d.  the  pair ;  eggs  from  4  d.  to  6  d.  the  doxcn :  fowls  and 
eggs  very  fcarce,  from  our  vicinity  to  the  capital ;  hutter  from  8  d.  to  10  d.  the 
pound  Iron;  cheefe  from  3  a.  4  d.  ta  4s.  the  fione  tron ;  £ngUlh  cheefe  sfd.,  or 
tf  d.  the  pound  Xaglifli.  Maid  ferranti  ftom  4 1.  to  3 1,  to  s.  a-year ;  day.iabonr- 
crsfrom  If.  to  xk  cd.  a-4ay;  journeymen  mtfinit  it.  6d.  a^ay;  fliip  car^r 
penters  from  10  s.  to  xa  s*  a>weck ;  houfe  carpenteri  1  s.  8  d.  a-da/ ;  fl^oemakers 
from  7  F.  to  8  s.  a- week ;  tailors  6  d.  a-day  and  their  vidluals ;  weavers  from 
as.  xh  as.  tfd.  a-day;  gardenen  Xs.  <^d.  a-day;  failors  fidm  a  I.  to  al.  10 s. 
a-month ;  a  falter,  with  his  fervant,  from  .1  !•  to  z  I.  4  s  a-week. 

Many  of  the  above  articles  are  double  in  price  of  what  they  were  40  years 
ago. 


JfariAiaofaody  Dantzick^  Hamburgh,  and  Br< 
argoes  of  wood.  From  Rotterdam^  Campvc 
)(emel,  and  Dant^ck^  a  or  3  cargoes  of 
^ooda  fent  coaflwt^s  aonuaUy«  are,  2080  to: 
uarroa- works  i  3583  tona  coal  to  Dundee,  F 
Aberdeen,  Sfjc.  i  z  5,109  bulhela  falc  to  Aber 
lefs  i  160  bales  cloth  to  L«i,tb«  Imported  fr< 
^Is  oatmeal  t,  i6p  bolls  flour,  130  bolls  oai 
df  otlier  articles  %»  From  Aberdeen,  tiles,  bri 
butter.  From  John's»haven,  fpme  cargoes  of  < 
coafting  trade  is  carried  on  in  (mall  veiTels. 

The  people  axe  fond  of  a  fealaring  life  :  ] 
verfe  to  go  into  the  navj,  owing  partly  to  l 
which,  from  their  infancy,  they  are  taught 
prefs*gaog.  Many  of  the  feafariog  people  tl 
the  failors  in  Government  fervipe,  to  get  30  i 
fome  (mall  allowancie  to  their  wfdows  apd  fac 


*  The  detaul  of  wood,  and  other  articles  imported  from  i 
is  at  follows :  1614  fir  baulks^  1544  fir  dealt,  687  oak  plant 
74  fp«fa»  300  deal  eads,  230  plank  eiidi»  $600  tree  nails,  f 
palling  boaidi^  %  ialhoniy  and  ^  pieces  lath-wood,  4S  bum 
handfpikes,  poo  ftaves,  148,000  hoop;.  Other  goods ;  17  p 
14  tons  and  17  cv^t.  old  iron,  499  matts  flax,  682  hoglhe 
and  7  bogflxeads  clover  feed,  94  calks  tallow,  40  bags  rag: 
I  $6  bniliels  apples,  20  barrels  onions,  265  kegs  fpruce  b< 
tons  oak^bark,  a  bales  linen,  5  bales  yarn,  imported  in  17 
reft  belonging  to  Djfart,  and  the  neighbouring  parts. 

f  More  than  double  that  quantity  of  meal  is  brought  ovi 
as  what  comes  to  Pathhead  is  generally  imported  at  Kirk 
pear  with  the  Byfart  imports. 

I  Such  a*  %s  barrels  iUt  herring,  30  ankers  fpirits,  a 
hogllieads  porter,  48  caiks  aflies,  15  barrels  tar,  200  mats  i 
yam,  4  bales  leather,  cordage,  &c.  for  the  (hips  built  he 
ports  ate  in  a  paflage-boat  that  goes  twice  a- week  from  13 


ing  recourfe  to  a  praftice,  not  ftriftlj  conformable  to  the  fpt- 
vit  of  the  BritiQi  Gonflitution,  and  which  is  often  cruel -ns 
its  operation,  upon  a  brave -and  hardy  race  of  men,  who,  ia 
*war,  have  fpread  theterrors  of  the  Britiih  arms»  to  the  mofk 
^iftant  parts  of  the  earth,  and  whp,  in  peace,  convej  to  as, 
from  every « quarter,  the  comforts,  conveniences,  and  luxu- 
Ties  of  life.  The  expenfe  attending  the  impre&  fer^ce,  it  is 
thonght,  would  go  far  to  defray  the  neceflary  addition  to  the 
feamen^s  wages.  The  fubjeft  certainly  deferves  the  atten« 
rcion  of  every  politician,  of  every  patriot :  and  any  hints^ 
however  imperfeft  they  may  be,  and  from  whatever  quarter 
they  may  <:ome,  in  a  ^natter  -of  fpch  importance,  'Ibould  not 
'be  entirely  overlooked. 

Stipend,  Scbooht  Poor^  Wr. — ^The  charge  is  collegiate.  The 
-firft  minifter  has  a  commodious  manfe,  built  in  I779«  tnd  a 
garden,  but  no  glebe,  |{is  ftipend  is  5  chalders  meal,  5  cbal- 
*ders  barley,  and  i61.  13  s.  4d.,  two  load  of  coals  a- week,  and 
a  chalder  pf  fait  annually,  while  the  qoal  and  fijt- worths  are 
carried  on :  the  teind  of  fi(h  caught  and  fold  in  the  parifb, 
And  half  teind  of  fiih  brought  for  fale  isom  Gtber  j»riflie. 
The  fecond  miniderhas  neither  manfe  nor  glebe,  nor  any  al- 
lowance for  them.  His  fiipend  is  jjl.  izs«^  two  chaldcn  of 
meal,  and  two  of  barley,  and  a  load  of  .coals  a^week,  while 
the  works  are  carried  on.  The  heritors  are.  Sir  James  £r« 
ikine  St.  Clair  of  Sinclair,  Bart.,  who  is  patron  of  botb 
charges,  and  titular  of  the  teinds  ^  James  Townfliend  Ofwald 
of  Dunikeer,  £fq.  the  Countefs  of  Rothes,  Walter  Fergus  of 
Strathorr,  £fq.  Major  St.  Clair  of  Skeddoway,  the  Towaot 
Dyfait,  and  4  others  who  have  each  a  few  acres.  None 
of  the  principal  heritors  refide,  except  Sir  James  St,  Clair 
;occa£onally*    The  church  is  old^  its  date  unknown  ^  tra£* 

ti(»c 


fan  UIJ9  iL  w«9  uuu(  oj  luc  jricu*      x  nc  area:  i 
lended  it  for  preaching,  cannot  be  p^aifed  for  1 
k  is  dark«  the  fide  walls  low,  and  the  incum  I 
•rs,  &c.  fo  manj,  that  it  is  dlfflcnlt  to  make  : 
k.     It  does  not  feat  above'  half  the  congre^; 
fchool-houfe  belongs  to  the  town.    They'  el 
(naftery  and  pay  his  falary. '   The  prefent  mai  I 
Son-clerk.     His  {alary,  perquifitesi  and  wag : 
50  L     He  teaches  latin,  englifli,   book-keepic  | 
And  navigation.  About  70  at  prefent  attend  his 
are  feveral  private  Ichools  in  Dyfart  and  Pali  1 
in  Gralaton.    The  mailers  have  no  fiilary  nor 
bnt  depend' entirely  on  the  fmal!  wages  they  | 
fcholars,  which  are  often  but  ill  paid.     Ab< 
tbefe  Ichools  f • — ^Twelve  perfbns  go  from  do<  1 


«"  A^oot  a  ftar  tgo,  the  kirk^feflioii  apfdied  to  the  hcrito  1 
eoouBodioiUi  An  archite A  wai  deired  to  infpe^it,  who]: 
of  alteimtkni,  and  there  the  mattep-  rtib ;.  but  it  is  to  be.  hop : 
fee  the  neceffity  of  doing  fomethiug  foon.  Numben  are  ob 
in  neighbouring  congregations;  fome  go  to  the  fed*anes; 
feared,  take  advi^mage  of  this  circ^mftanof,  to  forfake  put 
ther.  Were  heritors  eager  to  promote^  religioa  by  theirinfli 
^7  wonld  do  much  to  fupport  goveminent  aad  good  ord 
Itis  caufe  to  complain  of  the  corruption  of  the  lower  ranks, 
do  it  with  a  better  grace.  Almoft  the  only  fe^aries  in  the 
crs,  Anttborghen,  apd  Relief,  amounting  in  all  to  552  fami 
aaenlioned  k€t§  have  chniches  in  this  parilh;  the  SBrmei 
Riikcaldy  pariifa.'  The  anijnofity  between  the  chnrch  and  U 
pily  much  abated.  Tho  people^.in  general,  atund  chare 
few  are  beginning  to  be  fo'fafluoaable  as- to  attend  only  occa 

f  It  is  moch  tobe  wilhed  fome  better  piovifion  conid  be  a 
Ckm  of  youth.  Byfart  and  Pafthhcad  would  require  each  ti 
fnrs,  Galaton  and  Borland  each  one.  A  Sunday  fchool  was  I 
ytnn  ago«  fupported  by-  fubfcription.  At  firft,  upwards  of 
afterward,  many  who  had  come  from  nov^ty^  gradually  dr 
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^weeky  and  receive  alms  in  meal  or  money.  Few  have  fi 
eourfe  to  this  mode;  and  foeh  feldom  get  from  the  funds.  Tl 
ftmds  arc : 

Collefted  at  the  charch«dodr  amiualljr,      -  L.  46     6 

Imereil  of  ftock,            -                •            •  9     4 

$eac  reDf8»                «                •                 -  6     6 


L.  61   16 

it  porlbas  art  sow  upon  the  roll,  who  ceceive  from  z  %.  t 

js.  moothlj*    Few  of  the  induftrious  bora  and  bred  in  th 

paiilhy  come  to  be  a  bufden  on  the  funds.    But  numbers  i 

Ac  decline  of  life,  come  into  the  pariibi  aiid  in  a  few  yeai 

muit  of  CQUife  be  fupported ;  others  who  have  beep  idle  aoi 

fiioughtlefs  in  joutb^  when  diftrels  or  aje  ^ome,  are  caft  up 

on  thepnUic*.' 

AdvoAtagt 

Ihit,  about  40  •ttml.  tt  has  had  gop4  cftAi :  tkedaldfeB  mnegvlarinat 
fending  cbufcb,  and  attentive  wfciui  tberc ;  bat  tbafe  paicnts  mc  mach  to  bkai 
vbo,  wantiiif  ability  or  incliaatiaB  to  iatni^  tbeir  children  in  the  pdndplfl 
«f  reliflon,  do  not  avail  tbemfal^et  of  tht  affiftaoct  they  sight  bkvc,  by  feotf 
ing  them  to  the  Sunday  fcbooL  A«  the  funda  raifed  lor  tiiia  fchoal  wen  an 
than  equal  to  kslWppert,  tbey  ale  paitly  applied  to  puchafe  bibles;'  and  p« 
poor  cfitidieA  to  iAmt  weekly  fcbdel« 

*  There  are  fivveral  pnvata  fuddtef  great  ufis.  In  Dyfatt,  die  ikilfln,t&< 
snaltmen,  the  bakerii  have  enefa  their  bosea  far  afiiling  their  aaen^beis  ia  U 
irefs.  In  Pathbead,  there  are  two  aflbciatioM  of  weavers,  and  one  of  lautltf. 
In  Oalaton  one :  Iti  Borland  one.  In  rySt,  the  poor  wem  in  great  Iraitt.  Tb 
patron  (then  Colonel  Jaaiea  St.  CIsir)  bought  ^Imticict  of  aiaal  and  peiie,  » 
Itf  fold  at  reduced  pricea  far  tbeir  behoof  and  ga»e  aaoney  to  be  dilbibHted  n 
the  mod  nced^  In  Dyfait  and  Pathbcad,  nooey  was  raired  by  inbfcription, « 
purcbafe  meal  fot  them.  When,  by  any  uolbfeieen  accident,  a  peifan  or  Um 
ly  is  reduced  to  great  dillrefs,  the  neigbboun  fteqttedtly  procure  a  temporal] 
rnpply,  by  a  oontnbution  nasong  tfaemlelwa*  ICone,  I  believe,  get  finNn  tic 
funds  who  do  not  ilnnd  in  need :  but  tba  fnpplyaAifded  it  rather  fenty.  Sooa 
er  or  later,  it  is  fuppofed  the  heritors  will  be  brought  io :  a^  few  of  them  ic6k| 
they  by  no  means  pay  their  pioportion.  The  kirk-feffion  at  prcfe&t  msasc^ 
^e  funds :  but  are  always  ready  to  allow  the  hexiton  to  infpcd  their  boob, 
and  take  a  Ihare  id  the  Management. 
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.jidhauiagis  and  Difadvatttages.-^Thc  firft  advantage  isf 
plentj  of  coal  i  but  poilerity  'will  not  thank  us  for  wafting  it 
fo  fad  by  exportation,  ad,  Its  vicinity  to  the  fea,  convenient 
for  commerce  and  Miing.  Little  attention  is  paid  to  the  laft. 
We  have  only  one  family  ef  fiihers.  The  town  is  fupplied 
with  fiih  from  Wemyfs  parifli.  They  are  carried  oa  women's 
backs.  The  fifli  caught  here,  are*  cod,  whiting,  flounder^ 
mackerely  baggety,  fand-eel,  crabs,  and  k>bfters.  The  lobftera 
are  fent  to  Edinburgh.  3d,  A  good  public  road  through  the 
parifli.  So  much  cannot  be  &id  for  the  crofs  roads,  which 
ere  next  to  impaffable.  Wben  the  public  roads  are  finiflicd^ 
it  is  to  be  hoped  attention  will  be  paid  to  them.  Tolls  have 
been  erected  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  one  in  the  pariih, 
not  without  grumbling.  It  is  generally  thought  they  were 
seceflary ;  and  few  will  grudge  to  pay  them,  when  the  roads 
are  well  made.  The  chief  difadvantage  is,  a  fcarcity  of  good 
water,  particularly  in  the  town  of  Dyfart  ^  the  furface  ia 
much  drained  by  the  working  of  the  coal. 

Improvements  fnggejled. — i.  It  would  be  of  great  import* 
ance  to  the  trade  of  the  place,  to  have  the  harbour  deepened^ 
and  rendered  more  fecure.  The  town  can  do  very  little  ia 
this  way  from  their  own  funds  ;  but  as  upwards  of  3000  L 
are  annually  paid  to  Government  from  goads  exported  and 
imported  at  this  harbour,  and  a  great  value  of  fhipping  ia 
there  annually  expofed  to  danger,  they  think  they  have  a 
claim  for  fbme  aid  from  Government,  for  carrying  onfo  necef^^ 
£eiry  and  fo  ufeful  a  work.  a.  A  dry  dock  might  be  eaiily 
made  in  the  W.  fide  of  the  harbour.  The  ftones  are  daily 
quarried  for  building :  at  fonxte  additional  expenfe,  they  might 
be  fo  quarried  as  to  form  a  dock  in  the  {olid  rock.  3.  Ground 
might  be  gained  from  the  fea,  near  the  harbour,  which  is 
much  wanted  to  contain  the  wood  ufed  in  ibip-building.  Some 
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choufand  carts  of  bdlaft  are  annuallj  caft  txpon  tbe  (bore,  at 
the  back  of  the  harbour.     Were  proper  means  ufcd  to  prew 
Vent  the  fea  from  waQimg  it  ttway,  it  would  fooo  accumulate 
and  bt^come  folid.      4.  Our  trade  is  chiefly  to  the  Baltic^ 
ivhich  is  frozen  in  the  winter,  of  ceurfe  the  fsutors   are  at 
home  3  or  4  months  in  the  year.     It  is  a  pitj  thej  were  not 
employed  during  that  time ;  fo  much  labour  is  thus  loft  to 
the  community,  and  fo  much  comfort  to  the  individual.  Thej 
Would  be  happier  employed .  than  idle.     Thofe  who  are  bred 
Weavi6r»  or  fmiths  hare  an  advantage  in  this  refped :  they.fome- 
times  follow  thefe  employments  when  at  home.  5.  The  engines 
and  fait  pans  •  occafion  much  fmoke,  which  is  very  difagree- 
able,  deftroying  vegetation  in  the  gardens,  and  penetrating 
the  inmoll  feceffes  of  the  houfes.     By  ereding  the  proper  ap- 
{>aratus  on  the  chimney  tops,  it  might  be  converted  into  tar. 
Thus  the  nuifance  would  be  prevented,  and  a  manufadure 
eftablilhed,  peculiarly  adapted  to  a  £ea-port  town. 

Rimariablt  £©f«/jr,— On  the  7th  of  January  1740,  a  num- 
ber of  boys,^  according  to  cuffom,  on  ift  Monday  of  the  year, 
were  diverting  themfelves  on  the  fands  below  Pathhead ;  15 
bad  gone  into  a  cave,  when  >die  roof  fuddenly  fell  in ;  3  only 
-were  taken  out  alive,  and  one  of  theic  died  foon  after.  The 
friends. of  thofe  who  met  this  untimely  fate,  for  roaay  years 
kept  the  firil  •  Monday  of  the  year  as  a  faft.  An  mftance  of 
3  at  a  birtb  has  happened  5  times  during  the  incumbency  of 
the  prefent  minifter.     Few  of  them  fur  vived  long*.  . 

Gemral 

*  Antiquities, — There  was  a  priofy  of  Black  JTriars  in  the  town  of  Dyfart. 
^eir  chapel,  cirllrd  St.  Dennis,  was  lon^  in  a  minons  ftate,  but  Wa$  lately  con- 
"Vertei  into  a  foE^«  The  Romans  bad  a  ftatiofi  here.  A  high  fock,  cofllmand- 
l|i|r  the  harbour,  is  called  the  Fort,  and  is  fatd  to  have  bcfeR  fortified  by  OltTor 
Q-Qmwell.  No  remains  of  any  works  there  appear.  There  is  a  ftone  er^led  in 
a  field  to  the  K.  of  the  town^    Th«  tradition  is,  that  a  battle  with  the  Danes 

had 
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'QtBeral'Oh/efvtUions. — ^The  ffeopk  are  well  clotked,  hv^% 
good  boufie^:  and  live  comfortaUj.  Thejr  ought  to  be,  and 
it  13  to  be  hoped,  are,  contented  with  their  lot.  No  doubt 
eomfdaints  are  heard,  and  not  altogether  without  reafon,  from 
fome  in  the  lowter  ranks,  of  the  hardnefs  of  the  tkncs.  Wo- 
men, efpecidlj  in  the  decline  of  life,  find  it  hard  to  gain  a 
Uvelifaood  bj  fpinning,  which  is  almoft  their  ^nlj  employ- 
ment. Farmers  too  complain  of  the  difficnltj  of  getting 
hands  for  their  work.  And  it  is  to  b  regretted,  that  agri- 
cu  ture,  ufeful  to  healthy  fE»rourable  to  morals,  and  indifpen^- 
fablj  neceflary  to  he  well-being  of  a  ftate,  fhould  be  lb  mucl^ 
negleded.  But  we  cannot  expeft  everj  thing  to  our  wifli  in 
this  world  :  and  if  the  above  account  of  this  pariih  be  juil,  it 
win  appear  thej  have  their  own  fliare  of  the  comforts  of  this 
life.  Maj  thej  never  forget  the  obligations  thej  are  under 
to  Him  from  whom  their  bleffings  flow  ;  and  that  godlinefs  19 
the  only  furje  foundation  they  can  lay  for  lading  profperity 
and  true  enjoyment.  **  It  ib  profitable-  for  all  things,  hav^ 
3  U  2  ing 

lad  been  fought  ^bere.  A  nroXtt  ninntng  tlirougli  tliat  6(ld  is  called  Kinga. 
law-burn.  The  caftle  of  Raveafcraig  is  fituated  on  a  rock^  projed^iBg  into  the 
fea,  at  the  £.  end  of  Pathhead.  It  was  given  by  James  III.  to  William  St.  Clair 
Earl  of  Orknej,  with  the  lands  adjoining  to  it,  when  he  refigned  the  title  of 
Oikmvf,  It  has  been  ever  fince  poflefled  by  the  family  of  St.  Clair.  It  was  in- 
habited m  Oliver  Cromwell's  time,  and  was  fixed  upon  by  a  party  of  his  troops. 
it  has^  for  many  years,  been  uninhabited,  and  in  a  ruinoiu  ftate.  Three  old 
irees  ftood  together  near  the  road  from  Byfart  to  Pathhead.  Two  traditioni 
were  handed  down  concerning. them ;  the  one,  that  three  brothers  of  the  St.  Clair 
fsmily  had  encountered  there,  during  the  night,  miflaktng  one  another  for  rob- 
bers, and  had  fallen  by  each  others  hands ;  that  they  were  buried  there,  and 
three  trees  planted  en  their  graves.  The  other  is,  that  all  the  ground  on  the 
neighbourhood  of  Dyfart  had  been  originally  in  wood ;  and  tliat  when  the  wood 
^as  cleared  away,  thefe  three  trees  were  left  as  a  memorial  of  iu  former  ftate* 
They  were  much  decayed,  and  three  young  ones  have  been  planted  in  their 
place.  The  arms  of  the  town  of  Dyfart  bear  one  tree :  and  it  has  long  beef  » 
^loverb  here,  As  old  as  the  three  trees  of  Pyfaru 
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mg  the  promife  of  the  life  that  now  is,  and  of  that  which 
is  to  come.'*  To  fee  religion  profper  among  them,  would 
gratify  the  higheft  wiih  of  their  paftor,  who,  having  the  com- 
fort to  be  fettled  in  the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  being  called 
to  be  a  fellow  labourer  with  his  father  in  the  &me  charge, 
could  not  pofBblj  d^re  a  more  digible  fituation  for  the  exer. 
cife  of  his  minifterial  funAions.  He  cannot  bat  be  inteiefted 
in  every  thing  that  relates  to  them,  and  efpedally  in  what 
concerns  their  eternal  welfare  \  and  his  J07  would  be  great,  to 
perceive,  from  their  conduft,  that  his  labours  among  them 
have  not  been  in  vain. 
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NUMBER  XXXVI. 
PARISH  Of  MARKINCH. 

(COUVTT  AND  StKOD  OF  FlFE,  PaESBTTEKr  OF  EnUCCAU>7.) 

By  the  Ri9.  Mr.  John  Thobcsok. 


Name,  Extent^  Surf  ate,  8cc, 

THE  pariih  church  and  village  of  Markinch  ftand  upoa 
the  fiiuthem  declivity  of  an  eminence,  or  little  hill, 
fnrrounded  on  all  fides  bj  a  marih ;  and  from  this  infular  fi« 
tnation,  the  laft  part  of  the  name  is  obviouflj  derived.  Mark, 
or  Meiky  according  to*  the  moft  ancient  fpelling,  has  probablj 
been  prefixed,  from  the  valuation  put  upon  this  inch,  or  fpot 
of  ground.  The  greateft  extent  of  the  pariih  from  N.  to  S», 
is  five  nules  and  a  half ;  and,  from  £•  to  W.,  about  five  miles, 
which  maj  contain  about  7000  acres.  The  form  of  the  pariih 
is  very  irregular,  being  deeply  indented  in  feveral  places,  by 
the  adjacent  fariibes.    Xhe  village  of  Dubiefide^  which  con^ 

tains 
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tains  netr  200  inhabitants,  and  lies  npon  the  Fritk  of  Forth, 
on  the  W.  fide  of  the  mouth  of  the  Leven,  forma  a  paxt  of 
this  pariih,  though  totallj  detached  by  the  intervention  of  the 
pariih  of  Wemjfs.  Markinch  confifts  of  four  ftraths,  or 
▼alleys,  running  from  W.  to£,,  all  of  them  approaching,  and 
fome  of  them  joining  one  another  on  the  £•  Thefe  ftraths 
are  feparated  by  gently  fwelling  hills,  which  rife  to  no  great 
height,  and  which  are  ufually  called  Laws*  Thcfe  hills,  or 
laws,  correfponding  to  the  general  rife  of  the  country  from 
S.  to  N.,  gradually  rife  above  one  another  j  the  more  north- 
erly always  overlooking' thofe  that  lie  towards  the  S.  The 
hill  on  the  northern  boundary  is  in  a  line  with  the  Lomond 
Jiills,  and  forms  a  part  of  that  track  of  high  ground,  which, 
•extending  from  W.  to  £.,  divides  the  northern  from  the 
f outhem  part  of  the  oounty« 

5oi7,  Climate^  and  Ltfeafes  — The  foil  of  this  pariih  is  va* 
tIous.  a  fmall  jpact  confifis  of  ftrong  day,  and  deep  loam* 
A  larger  proportion,  of  light  loam,  rich  and  fertile*  There 
is  alfo  a  good  deal  of  dry,  gravelly,  fliarp  land,  which,  in 
moid  feafons,  yields  plentiful  crops.  3jU  the  largeft  pro- 
portion is  rather  wet,  and  lies  on  a  cold,  tilly,  or  clayey  bot- 
tom. Of  this  kind  fqme  is  f ufSciently  deep,  and,  in  warm 
fprings  and  fummers,  abundantly  produdive.  But  other 
parts  of  it  are  thin,  and,  when  allowjcd  to  Ue  untiUed,  apt  to 
run  into  heath,  or  coarfe  benty  grafs.  The  whole  pariih  al- 
mofl  is  arable,  except  a  large  mofs  on  the  N.  fide,  and  fome 
fwampy  ground,  which  has  been  planted  with  fir,  and  other 
kinds  of  barren  timber.  This  pariih  has  little  ihelter  from 
the  ilorm  in  any  dircftion,  but  fuffers  moil  from  the  eailerly 
winds,  which,  in  the.fpring  tnonths  efpecially,  are  exceeding. 
ly  cold  and  penetrating.  The  climate,  however,  is  tolerably 
jQoild  aud  temperate,  and  the  inhabitants  generally  healthy. 

Rheudiaufm^ 


vncamariiiDy  coniumpnons^  ana  njiieriCKS,  ai 
mailing  difeafes.  Nervous  fevers  are  not  nncc 
eldom  epidemical.  During  the  incumbency 
ninifter,  feveral  inftanccs  of  fcrofula  and*can< 
red.  The  fmalUpox  is  frequently  very  fetal. 
individuals  have  been  reconciled  to  the  pra£) 
:ion,  yet  the  prejudices  of  the  bulk  of  the  co* 
pinft  it  continue  fo  ftrong,  that  it  has  not  yet 
introduced.  Children  from  4  to  lo,  or  12  ya 
peculiarly  liable  to  worms^  particularly  that 
the  teres,  or  long  round  worm.  Some  younj 
place,  have'  been  known  to  void^  in  the  fpace  o 
wards  of  a  fcore  of  thefe  worms^  fome  of  tl 
inches*  long. 

JiiV^rj— The  river  Leven,  which  iffucs  fro 
•f  the  fame  name,  lying  about  5  or  6  miles  tc 
runs  through  this  parifh,  and  empties  itfelf  ir 
Forth,  at  the  town  of  Leven.  The  Orr  is  ar 
able  river,'  rifing  from  a  loch  or  lake,  of  the  f 
to  the  weftward,  and  runs  through  the  fouth 
pariih,  joining  the  Leven  about  a  miles  be! 
church.  In  both  thefe  rivers  there  is'  plen 
kinds  of  iifli.  Salmon,  pikes,  and  burn  trout 
cipal  kinds.  There  is  alfo  to  be  found  in  th 
trout,  of  a  tolerable  file,  the  fleih  of  which  is 
that  of  faimon,  of  a  fine  flavour,  and  very  c 
who  are  fond  of  the  amufement  of  angling,  car 
cellent  fport  in  iheh  rivers  at  the  proper  feafc 

Roads  and  Bridges* — The  great  road  from  K 
par,  and  Dundee,  runs  through  the  weft  "part 
and,  finoe  the  late  turnpike  ad  for  this  countj 


are  feveral  bridges  within  the  bounds  of  this  parilh ;  bat  I 
onlj  of  fach  confequence  2s  to  deferye  notice ;  one  over  tb^ 
Orr,  another  over  Lochtj,  a  fmall  water,  about  a  mile  N.  ai 
the  Orr ;  and  another  over  the  Leven,  near  Balbimie.  The 
firft  of  thefe  is  very  old  and  narrow  *•  The  other  two  haT< 
been  lately  rebuilt.  There  is  another  line  of  road,  whid) 
leads  from  Kirkcaldy  to  Cupar,  and  pafles  through  the  caSt^ 
em  part  of  the  parifh.  On  this  road  there  is  an  exceUenl 
bridge  over  the  Leven  at  Cameron.  There  is  alfo  a  public 
road,  which  leads  from  Kinrofs  to  Leven,  Largo,  and  the  eafl 
coaft,  and  nearly  divides  the  pariih  in  the  middle.  It  is  in 
tolerable  order,  though  not  yet  in  the  fame  ftate  of  repaii 
with  the  two  juft  now  mentioned*  On  the  W.  road,  there 
is  a  toll-bar  near  the  northern  extremity  of  the  parifh ;  and 
another  on  the  £.  road,  at  Windygates,  near  Cameron  bridge. 
Befides  the  bridges  already  taken  notice  of,  there  is  one  over 
the  Orr,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above  its  influx  into  the  Le« 
yen ;  and  two  over  the  Leven,  one  at  Balgonie,  and  the  other 
at  Balfour.  The  by-roads  are  in  a  very  bad  condition.  la 
winter,  and  in  wet  weather,  even  during  the  fummer  months, 
they  are,  in  many  places,  almoft  impaflable.  This  evil  tfa« 
parifli  of  Markinch  feeU  in  common  with  the  reft  of  the  couo« 
ty ;  to  remove  which,  fome  eSedual  remedy  ought  furdy  to 
be,  as  foon  as  poilible,  applied.  Good  toll  roads  are  doubts 
lefs  highly  advantageous  to  a  country;  but  the  advaatage  wiUi 
be  almoft  entirely  confined  to  paf&ngers,  and  thofe  who  live 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  unlefs  a  ready  communica- 
tion with  thefe  be  opened  up  for  the  remoter  parts  of  the 
country,  by  putting  the  by-roads  into  a  proper  ftate  of  re- 
pair. 

*  It  w«s  bailt  ahottt  tfo  yews  mgo,  hy  Jmm&  Bcth«ar,  arckWiftop  oC  St 
Aa^ew\  fon  to  the  Uird  of  Balfour  in  this  ptrilh. 
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Pe»/ft£i/iofi.-— Markinch  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  mod  popu- 
lous country  pariflies  in  Fife  ;  the  number  of  fouls  amounting 
to  nearly  aSoc.  The  return  to  Dr.  Webfter  in  1755,  was 
onlj  2i88.  Hence  there  is  an  increafe  of  about  612.  This 
extraordinary  population  may  be  accounted  for  from  the  fol« 
lowing  circumftances :  There  are  7  villages  in  the  parifli, 
^^hich  contain  about  400  families ;  and  two  large  collieries^ 
which  employ  a  great  number  of  hands.  The  feuars  are  re- 
Tj  numerous,  being  about  120.  There  are  a  great  many  mills, 
of  different  kinds,  upon  the  Leven.  Evefy  farm  of  any  con«< 
fiderable  extent  has  a  cottage  town  upon  it ;  and  there  is  a 
great  proportion  of  the  heritors  refident,  who,  befides  the  ex- 
traordinary number  of  fervants  they  keep,  employ  a  much, 
greater  number  of  labouring  people,  than  tenants  could  h% 
fuppofed  to  db  *. 

Heritors  and  Rent. — The  principal  heritors  arc  the  Earl  ot 
Leven,  Mr.  Balfour  of  Balbimie,  Colonel  Wemyfs  of  Wemyfs» 
Mr.  Bethune  of  Balfour,  and  the  Gountefs  of  Rothes.  Be^ 
fides  thefe,  there  are  feveral  other  refpedable  gentlemen,  who 
poiTefs  confiderable  property  in  the  pariih,  and  a  number  of 
fmall  proprietors.  The  number  of  the  whole  is  21,  of  whom 
II  are  reiident.  The- valued  rent  amounts  to  10,456!.  5  s. 
Scotch  money.  The  real  rent  cannot  be  exadly  afcertained,  as 
many  of  the  proprietors  are  refident,  and  have  a  confiderable 

NoL.  XII.  3  X  quantity 

«  Since  the  year  1785,  when  the  prefent  incumbent  was  admitted,  the  po« 
pxilation  of  the  pariih  has  increafed  about  loo,  owing  to  the  re-«fed(ion  of  Bat- 
gome  colliery,  which  had  not  been  wrought  for  40  yean,  and  a  great  many  new 
It'us,  granted  lately  by  the  Earl  of  Leven.  Within  the  laft  fix  or  feven  yean^ 
about  80  new  houfes  hare  been  built,  and  8  rebuilt,  befides  a  great  many  mofe, 
which  are  building.  The  expenfe  of  thefe  buildings  may  amount  to  4000  L 
Sterling.  The  diviiion  of  the  inhabitants,  and  any  other  circumftance  relative 
to  the  pupulation  of  the  pariih,  neceflary  to  b^renuked,  will  bt  fito  in  the  Sta^ 
fUtlcal  Tablt  hereto  annexed. 
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quantity  of  their  land  in  their  own  pofleflion.  As  nearlj  m 
it  can  be  calculated^  it  maj  amount  to  upwards  of  5000  L 
si-year.  Within  the  laft  20  years,  the  rents  have  rifea  above 
1000  L  a^^year  f  and  they  are  daily  advancing*  The  rent  of 
landy  let  in  large  farms,  is  from  ic  s.  to  2a  s.  the  acre.  Small 
pieces  of  ground,  if  of  fuperior  quality,  or  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  villages^  will  bring  from  30  s.  to  40  a. 
the  acre. 

Agncultun. — Some  years  a;ro,  the  method  of  farming,  in  this 
parilh,  was  extremely  rude,  flovenly,  and  unprodu&ive.    £x« 
cepting  the  pleafurt^ -ground  around  gentlemen's  feats,  and  fome 
enclofures.  which  the  lefiding  proprietors  kept  in  their  own 
hands,  the  whole  pariih  almoil  lay  open  and  uoenclofed.    Few 
tLirnip2»  were  fown  ;  and  very  little  ground  Iaid«oiu  iu  clover 
Tiud rye-grafs.  The  land  was  ill  tilled;  no  pains  taken  to  make, 
er  to  keep  it  clean,'  and  the  fcanty  allowance  of  manure  in- 
judici  'ufly  applied.     In  confrquence  of  this,  the  grain  was  of 
an  inferior  quality,  and  brought  a  lower  price  at  the  market. 
But  of  late,  by  the  example  of  the  gentlemen,  who  begin  t» 
pay  more  attention   to  the  improvement  of  their  eftates,  by 
the  regulations  fixed  in  the  new  leafes,  and  by  the  exertions 
of  fome  intelligent,  fubflanttal,  and  enterprifing  farmers,  agri* 
culture  begins  to  affame  a  more  promifing  afpefi.     Though 
much  of  the  parifli  ftiil  lies  open,  encloGng  is  going  on  very 
rapidly.  The  turnip  huibandry,  becomes  more  and  more  exten. 
five  every  year.  A  great  deal  of  land,  is  fown  with  clover  and 
rye-grafs.    More  attention  is  paid  to  fallowing,  and  cleaning; 
and  more  judgment  fhown  in  cropping  the  lands.     The  ju* 
dicious  farmer  keeps  more  of  his  land  for  hay  and  pafture, 
and  lefs  in  tiHagc  than  formerly  ;  by  thefe  means,  as  well  as 
by  the  quantity  of  turnips  raifed,  and  confumed  upon  his  farm, 
ihe  quantity  of  manure  is  increafed,  and  he  enabled^  to  do 

mora 
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tnore  jufttce  to  liis  grounds.  The  ufe  of  lime  too,  as  a  ma^ 
Bure,  is  becoming  verj. general.  One  tenant  lately  laid  up- 
on his  farm,  upwards  of  1 500  bolls  of  fliells,  or  unflacked 
lime^  io  one  feafon.  The  Scots  plough  is  ftill  ufed  1>j  many, 
bot  its  conftrudion  has  been  much  improved,  bjr  which 
means  it  is  rendered  eafier  for  the  horfes,  and  makes  better 
'work,  than  formerly.  However,  the  Englifli  plough,  with 
-the  curved  mo«ld  beard,  of  call  metal,  is  coming  faft  into  ufe* 
Where  the  land  is  dry  and  clean^  a  couple  of  horfes  are  onlj 
joked  into  the  plough,  and  the  man  who  holds  the  plough* 
drives  the  horfes  :  but  in  wet,  deep,  and  ftrong  land^  catde 
are  ftill  ufed  along  with  the  horfea.  This  method  is  certain* 
Ij  very  proper,  for  fuch  a  foil ;  as  the  Aeady,  deliberate  (lep 
of  the  'Cattle  gives  a  due  check  to  the  hurry  and  impatient 
ardour,  natural  to  horfes,  in  wet  deep  ground  *« 

Pro^r^.— -Oats,  tmd  barley,  or  Uanded  bear,  are  the  pre^ 
"railing  crops.  Blanded  bear,  or  rammel,  as  the  country  pco« 
pie  here  call  it,  is  the  produce  of  barley  and  common  bear 
fown  in  a  mixed  flate.  Thefe  are  dtftinguiflied  chiefly  by  tha 
form  or  flrudure  of  the  ear ;  the  barley  having  only  two 
TOWS  of  grain,  and  the  common  bear  figc.  Barley  is  a  ftrong* 
«r  and  larger  grain  than  the  bear.  It  lies  longer  in  the  ground 
^fqre  it  fprings,  and  is  later  in  ripening.    And  the -fame  dif* 

3  X  ^  ferenc^ 

^  Tbon^  improTwnenti  in  agricultiue  are  Qnkiiif  confidertble  adYtnce^ 
yet  tb^re  is  ooe  bar,  which,  unlels  removed,  muft  gicatljr  retard  th^r  progrcfi, 
and  pre?cnt  their  ever  coiiuo|r  to  perfedtiDn ;  I  mean  the  difincliaation  of  the 
proprietors  to  jg^ive  leafes  of  a  fufficient  length  of  time.  To  enclofe,  and  fub- 
drvide,  and  clean,  and  manore  to  purpofe,  a  farm  of  any  confiderable  extentg 
firoald  f equire  from  50P 1.  to  1000  L  But  then  are  £ew  farmers  who  woulA 
xiflL  fuch  an  ezpenfe  npon  a  leafe  of  19  years.  To  accelerate  the  improvcmeqp 
of  land,  and  to  bring  it  to  its  higheft  ft  ate  of  cultivation,  the  proprietors  muft 
dtbrr  encourage  the  exertions  of  the  farmer,  by  granting  longer  lea£(»s,  or  tiJi^ 
t)K  ti0ubb  A^  txpenfin  upon  lUemfelvM. 
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ference  it  ohfenraUe,  when  they  are  mado  into  malt.  It  ia 
remarkable^  however^  that  when  barlej  and  commra  bear 
have  been  cultivatad,  for  fotne  time,  in  a  mixed  ftate,  thej 
4^ring,  and  ripen,  and  maiten  equally ;  and  little  difference 
in  point  of  ftrength  or  fize  is  difceroible.  Thia  is  probably 
owing  to  the  pollen  of  the  two  fpecies  mixbg  and  Calling  in^ 
difcriminately  upon  both,  when  the  plant  is  impregnated,  and 
thereby  producing  a  famenefs  in  the  quality  of  the  grain, 
whilft  the  external  form  of  the  ear  of  each  b  preserved  di£- 
tinft.  Correfponding  to  this  idea,  the  blanded  bear  holds  a 
middle  place,  in  point  of  quality,  between  barley  and  conu 
mon  bear*  Though  inferior  to  the  former,  it  is  of  a  better 
quality  than  the  latter*  This  mixed  kifid  of  grain  is  wear* 
ing  out,  and  the  culture  of  clean  barley  becoming  more  ge. 
neraL  Till  lately,  little  wheat  was  Cown  in  this  pariih  :  at 
prefent,  between  80  and  xoo  acres  may  be  railed  annnally. 
It  is  doubtful,  however,  when  the  nature  of  the  foil,  in  ge. 
neral,.  ia  confidered,  whether  it  would  be  advantageous  to  the 
farmers  here,  to  pufh  the  cultivation  of  wheat  to  any  confi- 
deraUe  extent,  at  leaft,  till  the  improvement  of  the  ground 
is  brought  to  a  higher  degree  of  perfeftion  than  it  is  at  pre- 
fent. Nearly  as  much  land  may  be  employed  in  raifiog  peafe 
nnd  beans ;  and  upwards  of  i«o  acres  for  flax*  It  may  be 
proper  to  obferve  here,  that  whilft  improvements  of  other 
kinds  have  been  attended  to,  the  culture  of  flax  ftill  conti« 
nues  to  be  conduced  in  a  very  injudicious  and  unprofitable 
manner.  The  farmers,  befides  fowing  a  qnantity  for  them- 
felves,  their  fcrvants,  and  harveft  reapers,  let  fo  much  of 
their  land  to  others,  who  either  are  adventurers  in  that  ar« 
tide,  and  raife  confiderable  quantities,  or  who  raife  it  (olely 
for  the  ufe  of  their  own  families.  Little  attention  is  paid 
either  to  the  choice  of  the  foil,  or  the  preparation  of  the 
ground  \  and  of  courfe,  whilft  the  produft  is  fmall,  general- 
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r  not  above  two,  and  Ibmetiiiies  not  above  one  troa  floncty 
-oin  tlie  peck  of  feed,  the  land  is  fcourged,  and  a  great  deal 
f  extraordinary  labour  and  manure  neceflkrj  to  fit  it  for  a 
icceeding  crop.  Potatoes  too  are  raifed  ia  large  quantities. 
iefides  what  every  farmer  plants  for  his  own  ufe,  all  the 
ottagers  upon  the  farm,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
djacent  villages,  take  as  much  land  for  potatoes  as  tbey  can 
Jant  with  their  afliesi  and  what  dung  they  can  procure ;  and 
or  this,  they  either  pay  mooey,  or  labour  in  harveft.  The 
ent  at  which  land  is  let,  for  flax  or  poutoes,  is  generally  from 
( L  to  4L  the  acre ;  and  when  let  in  {jtuaUer  quantitiesi  it  ia 
rom  X5d.  to  i8d.  the  100  fquare  yards* 

Ca///^.-— The  breeding  pf  horfes,  and  particularly  of  black 
:attle,  has'  of  late  become  an  objed  of  general  attention. 
Moil  of  the  principal  farmers,  befidea  rearirg  young  cattle^ 
rraze  in  fumxper,  and  feed  upon  turnips  in  winter,  aeon* 
iderable  nuodber  for  the  butcher.  Formerly,  every  farmer, 
dmofi,  kept  a  quantity  of  iheep :  but  now  they  are  totally 
»niflied,  except  a  fewt  which  fome  of  the  refiding  proprie« 
tors  breed  for  their  own  ufe,  and  thefe  are  mofily  of  the  large 
pirhite  faced  kind.  The  farm  fteads,  with  a  few  ezceptionsp 
ire  ample  and  commodious,  and  every  £irm  of  any  confidcr* 
ible  extent,  has  a  cottage  town  upon  it.  This  is  of  great  ad« 
irantage  to  the  farmer  ;  as  it  enables  him  to  fumiih  a  houfe  and 
jarden,  or  kaiUyard,  to  fuch  of  his  men  fenrants  as  are  mar* 
ried  j  and  the  other  houfea  he  can  let  upon  fuch  terms,  as  to 
Eecure  the  labour  of  the  cotugers  in  harveft,  or  at  any  other 
[eafoo,  when  extraordinary  afiUbace  may  be  necelary. 

MUls  and  ilf»A«rrtf/.— There  are  a  great  many  com  milb 
in  tKe  pariih;  every  heritor  of  any  confideraUe  proper^,  or 
vbo  has  the  commai^  of  water,  having  a  mill  nfcm  kis  eflate, 

to 
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to  which  l&tt  teaants  are  ufoally  thirled.  The  nnfltnres  in 
Tety  high,  amoundog  to  one  13th  part  of  the  value  of  th 
{rain  carried  to  the  mill.  For  this,  it  is  true,  the  mill  md 
4tt  does  a  great  deal  of  dutj.  He  carries  the  grain  from  tbt 
farmer's  hariii  dries,  and  grinds  it,  and  brings  it  home* 

Manufathirii. — ^On  the  Leven,  near  Balbimie  bridge,  1 
cnanufafture  ^  Itntfeed  oil  hsth  been  eftabliifaed  for  a  god 
inanj  years,  ndiich  hath  been  carried  00  to  a  confiderable  ex< 
tent.  This  manufadnre  is  not  onlj  profitable  to  the  mana^ 
fc&urers  then^ielires,  but  advantageous  to  the  country  around, 
as  it  fumifhes  a  ready  market,  and  ready  money,  for  a]|  die 
liatfeed  produced  in  the  neighbourhood,  which,  being  unfit 
for  fowing,  could  not  turn  to  accoi.nt  any  other  way«-^There 
is  alfo  in  this  parifii,  «  bleadifieM,  where  a  large  qu&:.tu 
ty  of  cloth  is  whitened  every  year.  It  is  under  the  bcft 
management,  and  gives  general  fatisfa^tion.  In  the  viU 
lage  of  Markiach,  a  fiocking  manufadure  has  been  fet  oa 
foot  lately,  and  promifes  to  do  well.  Some  time  ago,  a  con- 
fideiable  quantity  of  brown  linen  was  manufaftured  for  fale. 
Bat  of  late,  that  kind  of  work  has  been  moflly  rtlinquiikid, 
and  the  weavers,  not  engaged  in  country  work,  have  been 
employed  by  the  great  manufaAurers  on  the  coaft,  in  xotking 
checks  and  tick)i,  «nd  from  the  flourifliiog  date  of  thcfe  mx- 
nufaftures,  «od  the  extraordinaiy  rife  of  wages,  the  number 
of  weavers  hath  greatly  increaied.  There  are  a  few  vsbo 
carry  on  bufinefs  for  tfaemfelves,  on  a  fmall  fcale,  and  employ 
from  6  to  13  hands.  Manufaftures  of  different  kinds,  par« 
tici^arly  of  fpinning  and  weaving,  might  be  carried  on  ia 
this  parilh  with  much  advantage.  The  water  of  Leven  af- 
fords  many  excellent  fituations  for  machinery.  Coal  is  at 
{land,  and  abundant.  There  is  great  plenty  of  good  freefiooe 
fair  Jiuilding  j  and^  thcxefore,  flioukl  any  man  of  ability  and 


pterprife  fet  a  bufinefs  of  this  kind  on  fc 
fghlj  beneficial  to  him&lfy  and  to  the  count 
lould  be  urell  worthy  the  countenance  an^  er  i 
le  gentlemen  in  the  immediate  neighbourhoc 
lojmg  a  number  of  hands,  it  would  furnifli  \ 
it  the  produce  of  their  eflatesi  and  of  courfe 
Hue. 

icetefiq/lical  State.— The  church  of  Markin< 
lent  place  of  religious  worihip  *•    The  King  i     | 
iving  confifts  of  laS  bolls  of  victual,  Linlitl    i 
lalf  meal  and  half  barlej,  and  500 1.  Scotch, 
lading  lool.  Scotch  for  communion  elements, 
kod  8  acres  of  glebe  f.     There  are  no  Sect 
loufes  in  this  pariih.     The  great  body  of  the    ; 
me  ftedfaftly  attached  to  the  Eflablifbed  Chu    I 
i6th  part  only  having  joined  the  different  fedai   ! 


*  it  w»s  gifcn  bj  Maldviaua^  Bilfaop  of  St.  AAdnw\  to  1 
loth  century.  TowanU  the  end  of  the  z  2th  century,  it  wa 
*jriory  of  St.  Andrew's,  by  £ugenitts  the  fon  of  Hugo,  a  fe 
akhel  M*Duff,  the  4th  Earl  of  File,  which  deed  was  conflr 
f  Ring  William.  From  this  fiugeoius,  the  family  of  thte  '. 
ippofed  to  hare  fprung.  About  the  beginning  of  the  17th  ( 
aribnage  of  Kirkforthar,  belonging  to  Lnidfay  of  Kirkfortha. 
imiiy  of  Crawford,  was  fuppreflcd  and  annexed-  to  MarUnc 
be  church  of  Kirkforthar  are  ftiil  to  be  feen :  they  fiand  in  t 
Id  church-yard,  or  burying-ground,  which  is  enclofed  by  a 
lany  of  the  people  belonging  to  that  diftri^  ftill  bury  their  d« 

f  In 'the  year  1636,  the  (Itpend  received  a  fmall  augmentat 
be  annexation  of  Kirkforthar.  Since  that  period,  it  has  be< 
teatedy  and  the  augmentation  got,  was  only  ae  1.  of  money 
on  of  fome  oau  into  meal.  Among  the  predecefTort  of  the  f 
ras  Mr.  TuUidelpb,  afterward  Principal  of  the  College  of  St. 
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5rioo&.— There  is  one  eftablifhed  fchoolmafter  in  this  p» 
rich.  He  has  a  good  houfe  and  garden,  with  a  falarj  of  ic  . 
a- jean  TTie  fchool-fecs  arc,  3s.  for  teaching  latin,  as.  6. 
for  arithmetic,  as.  for  writing,  and  is.  6d.  for  eogltfli.  A.:. 
as  tfie  village  of  Markioch,  and  the  country  in  the  im:i;: 
<liate  neighbourhood,. are  Tcrj  populous,  the  emoluments  ai 
confiderable.  Including  precentor's  fees,  aod  other  perqL 
fites,  they  may  amount  to  3CI.  a-jear.  Belides  the  edabli': 
ed  fchool,  there  are  6  private  fchools  in  difTerent  parts  of  th 
.pari(h,  the  moil  confiderable  of  which,  is  fixed  at  the  Czi 
town  of  Balgonie.  Tnis  is  under  the  immediate  patrom: 
of  Ladj  Balgonie,  who  has  built,  at  her  own  expenie, 
fchooKhoufe,  and  a  houfe  for  the  fchoolmafter ;  and  bj  t 
encouragement  ihe  has  afforded,  and  the  perfonal  attention  :>< 
has  paid  to  it,  has  greatly  contributed  to  its  profperity  aw 
fuccefs.  Her  Ladj^Ikip  has  alfo  eilabiiflied,  at  the  fame  pla^c 
a  fchool  for  teaching  young  girls  to  few  ;  and  has  provided 
houfe  for  the  midrefs,  with  an  apartment  for  teaching,  an 
has  given  fuch  encouragement,  as  to  induce  a  woman  of  ch^ 
rader  aod  abilities  to  undertake  the  management  of  it.  A 
tfaefe  different  fchools,  upwards  of  200  children  are  cooA^:.! 
ly  taught,  almoft  aU  of  whom  belong  to  the  pariih. 

State  of  the  Poor. — There  are  at  prcfent  ao  pQor  people  0 
the  roll,  who  get  regular  fupply  every  week  ;  beiides  fever: 
others,  who  are  afiified  occafionally  as  their  necelSties  recjuin 
The  fum  expended  annually  for  this  purpoie,  is  abc.ut  Cz\ 
Sterling,  arifing  from  a  fund  of  320  1.,  the  weckJj  collcc 
tions  at  the  church-door,  and  the  dues  of  the  niortclo;:;i 
There  are  no  begging  poor  belonging  to  the  pariih. 

Prices  of  Grain  and  Provifions. — For  fome  years  paft,  ihj 
average  price  of  v/heat  has  been  20  s.,   of  barley   15  s.  a 

3  blaojV 


Of  Markincb.  537 

bland^d  bear  14  s.,  of  common  bear  13  s.  4d.,  of  oats  I2  8.» 
and  of  oatmeal  xjs.  the  boll.  The  wheat  boll  is  ncatlj  4 
Winchefler  bufliels,  the  barley  and  oat  boll  6  Winchefter 
bufliels,  and  the  meal  boll  8  Dutch  ftone.  Beef,  motton, 
porky  lamb,  and  veal,  fell  commonlj  at  4f  d«  the  pound,  of 
22  ounces.  At  particular  feafons,  however,  when  thefe  ar- 
ticles are  plentiful,  they  £all  to  Jxd^  and  at  other  times, 
when  they  are  fcarce,  rife  to  5  d.,  or  even  to  6d.  the  pound. 
The  price  of  all  kinds  of  poultry  has  advanced  greatly  of 
late.  A  fed  goofe  will  fell  at  3  s.  6  d.,  a  turkey  at  4  a.,  a  hen 
at  I  s.,  and  chickens  at  6  d.  or  8  d,  the  pair.  Butter  f^s  at 
9d.,  common  cheefe  at  3d.,  and  fweet  milk  cheefe  at  4Td. 
the  pound.  Butter  and  cheefe  are  fold  by  the  feme  weight 
with  butcher  meat.  Some  years  ago,  filh  of  all  kinds  were 
abundant  and  cheap.  But  now  the  price  is  more  than  doubled. 
This  extraordinary  rife  is  owing  partly  to  fcarcity,  and  partly 
to  the  increafed  confumption  of  die  Edinburgh  market. 

TrictB  of  Zabouf-.^^Tht  wages  of  day-labourers,  from 
March  to  Oftober,  are  from  x  s.  to  x  ■•  2  d.,  and  for  the  reft 
of  the  year  from  8  4*  to  xo  d.,  varying  according  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  wqrk  in  which  they  are  employed. .  In  harvefl^ 
men  get  10  d.,  and  women  8  d.  a-d^r,  with  their  meat. 
When  hired  fbr  the  ii^hole  harveft,  men  have  a  guinea,  and 
women  15  s.  or  16  s.  and  their  maintainance  ;  and  generally 
fhe  privilege  of  fome  lint  fown.  Men  fervants,  who  eat  in 
the  houfe,  get  of  wages  from  5 1*  to  7  1.  a-year,  and  maid  fer« 
yants  from  2 1,  to  3 1.  Farm  fervants,  who  fumiih  their  own 
provifions,  get  64  bolls  of  meal,  and  an  allowance  for  milk^ 
befides  their  wages.  Sometimes  they  have  a  hQufe  an4kail« 
jard,  and  a  cow  fed  through  the  year,  and,  in  that  cafe,  their 
wages  are  not  fo  high.  Tailors  get  8.d.  a-day,  with  their 
meat ;  mafons  have  x  s.  8 d. ;  and  carpenters  is.  6d.    With- 
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in  thefe  laft  ten  jears,  the  price  of  laboar,  in  general,  has  ad* 
▼anced  in  the  proportion  of  3  to  2. 

Inns^  and  yile'bou/es.-^Vpon  the  W,  road,  there  arc  two 
excellent  inns,  the  New  Inn  at  Pittiflock-^fbrd,  and  the  Piafter- 
ers,  near  Balbirnie  bridge.  Thefe  are  fuperior  to  mofi,  and 
equal  to  any  in  the  county.  ^There  are  x6  ale-houfes  in  the 
pariih,  which  fell  porter,  whiikj,  and  fmall-beer.  Some  of 
thefe  brew,  and  th^  reft  purchafe  fmall-beer  from  brewers, 
partly  for  fale  in  the  houfc,  and  partly  to  fupply  private  fa- 
milies with  that  article.  Though  ale-houfes  are  generally 
hurtful  to  the  induftry  and  niorals  of  the  people,  thefe  bad  ef- 
fects have  not  been  fenfibly  felt  in  this  pariih. 

Minerals  and  Fojils. — In  the  efiate  of  Balbirnie,  there  Is 
an  extenfive  bed  of  ihell  marl.  The-fiiells  are  moftly  wilks 
(periwinkles)  and  mufcles.  When  expofed  to  the  air,  they  fall 
in  a  ihort  time  to  powder.  The  medium  thicknefs  of  the  bed 
is  3i  feet  under  a  cover' of  7  or  8  feet.  Thfs  mar}  was  difco- 
vered  a  great  many  years  ago ;  and  tt  is  furprifing,  that  fuch 
a  fond  of  manure  ihould  have  been  negleded  for  fo  long  a 
time,  efpecially  as  there  is  level  enough  to  drain  it,  at  no 
great  expenfe.  There  is  abundance  of  freeftone  in  the  parilh> 
and  fome  of  it  of  excellent  quality.  On  the  N.  fide  of  the 
pariQi,  there  is  a  large  moCs,  from  which  a  confidenable  quan- 
tity of  peats  is  dug  every  year.  Thefe  are  partly  tifcd  by 
the  poorer  people  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  and  part- 
ly carried  to  more  diftant  places,  and  fold  for  the  purpofe  of 
kindling  fires. 

But  what  chiefly  deferves  to  be  mentioned  under  this 

article,  is  the  plentiful  fupply  of  excellent  coal,  which  this 

parifli  enjoys.     Balgonie  coal  *  is  within  a  mile  and  a  half 

S.  E. 

^  Balgonie  coal,  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Leven,  was  dtfcovend  zsA 

wroogfat 
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S.  £•  of  the  village^  and  Balbirnie  coal  Within  half  that 
diilance  to  the  W.  Both  tbefe  collieries  are  too  diftant  from 
a  fea»pdrt  for  exportation  ^  bat  the  whole  inland  part  of  Fife, 
for  many  dutes  round,  and  even  N.  to  the  river  Taj,  is  Sup- 
plied from  them.  The  fotmet  has  a  water  engine,  with  a 
wheel  16  feet  diameter,  which  works  two  pumps  to  the  depth 

3  Ya  of 

wrought  upwtrds  of  300,  fomft  Sky  $00  ye&rs  ago.  As  far  back  as  the  year  1 517, 
the  Goaitow9  of  Baigonie  is  mentioaed  in  a  I'cheme  of  dtvifion  and  valuation  of 
the  county  of  Fife,  of  that  date.  The  name  of  the  village  evidently  indicates,  that 
it  had  been  origically  built  lor  the  accoinmodatien  of  the  cdUiers,  or,  bccaufe 
bdilt  on  the  ground  whefe  coal  had  been  found  and  wronght.  But  fince  it  had 
grown  to  fuch  confideration  at  the  above  mentioned  period,  as  to  be  taken  n<^ 
ttce  of  in  the  general  defcrtption  and  valuation  of  the  county,  it  muft  have  ez« 
iftcd,  and,  of  courfe,  the  coal  muft  have  been  wrought  for  a  confiderable  time 
before.  That  this  coal  had  been  wrought  at  an  early  penod,  to  a  confiderable  ex- 
tent, appears  from  the  coal  wafte,  which  can  yet  be  traced  for  upwards  of 
3  miles  along  the  line  of  bearing,  knd  which  had  befcn  dried  by  a  free  level  to 
the  depth,  at  an  average,  of  14  fathoms.  It  would  appear,  however,  that  when 
the  free  level  coal  was  wrought  out,  the  workings  ceafed.  How  long  ago  this 
happened,  it  is  impoflible  to  fay.^  "jbhe  grandfather  of  the  oldell  man  living  on 
the  Ipot  60  years  ago,  had  neither  fecn  it  wrought,  nor  had  he  feen  any  perfon 
who  could  tell  at  what  period  it  ftopped.  In  the  year  1731,  it  was  again  fet 
a.goiAg  by  Alexander  Earl  of  Leven,  who  eredled  a  water  engine,  which 
wrought  two  fets  of  pumps,  with  y  inch  working  barrels,  and  which  dried  the 
coal  10  the  depth  of  30  fathoms.  In  the  year  1732,  this  coal  wal  let  to  tackf- 
incn,  who  carried  it  on  for  fome  years,  but  meeting  u-ith  large  hitches  yielding 
much  water,  their  engine  was  overpowered,  which  obliged  the  tackfman  to  a- 
bafldon  this  fpot,  and  txt€t  a  wind-miU  at  a  little  diilance  on  the  crop,  leaving 
a  fttfficient  barrier  to  keep  off  the  water,  which  drained  a  Imall  bread  of  the 
coaL  This  mill  wrought  an  8  inch  bore  '14  fathoms  deep,  which  enabled  them 
to  carry  on  a  more  eztenfive  winning  *  farther  on  the  dip,  than  the  old  level  free 
vvaftes.  During  this  operation,  George  Balfour,  Efq.  of  Balbiniie,  wrought  op 
a  level  to  the  coal  in  his  cftate»  anno  1740,  which  enabled  him  to  undcrfell  the 
tackfman  of  this  coal;  by  which  means,  in  1743,  they  were  obliged  to  give  it  upv 
there  not  being  demand  for  both.  Nothing  more  was  done  till  the  year  1785, 
when  Lord  Baigonie  erected  it  again,  by  fitting  up  the  prefent  engine. 

*  fVbatevir  extent  of  coal  it  iried^  either  by  a  free  levels  or  an  engimc,  it  it 
caiiedy  in  the  language  of  the  collier  t^  a^winning,  i.  e.  a  gaining  of  the  cout. 
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)of  50  fathoms,  witk  12}  inch  working  barrels.  Whai  tfae 
kte  tackfman  intended,  is  now  carried  into  clIcA  by  t&e  pre- 
fent  winning,  which  coisimonds  a  ver j  fine  breaft  of  coal  in 
both  feams.  The  lowermeft  feafm  is  yet  untouched  witb 
this  winning;     The  inain  feamt  now  forking,  ooofifts  of 
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The  roof  confifts  of  hard  bine  tiM,  about  10  feet  tliick,  abo\'e 
which  are  (Iroiig  polls  of  freefione,  fome  of  which  are  very 
hard.  The  other  feam  lies  xo  fiatlioms  deeper  ;  it  is  fiiid  to 
be  a  very  fine  coal,  7  feet  thick,  but  has  fome  ImaH  ribs  of 
ftone  in  it^  The  average  out-put  for  the  laft  four  years  is  2- 
bout  30  tons  a-day,  and  lo  much  is  the  cafe  altered  fince  1743, 
that  there  is  a  great  denuuid,  and  the  confumption  is  dailj 
snoreafing.  This  coal  dips  to  the  £•  at  the  isngine,  but  to  the 
IS.  £.,  after  pscffing  a  large  hitdi  about  500  yards  £k»  tht 
engine  pit,  on  the  line  of  bearing  at  the  crop,  the  dip,  or^dc- 
^ivity,  is  exa&ly  a  fathom  in  3  ;  but,  in  the  dip  workings, 
only  one  &thom  in  4^ ;  which  gives  ground  to  believe  that  it 
will  at  kdt  flatten  altogether,  and  even  crop  out  at  the  opp&- 
fite  point  of  the  compads,  which,  if  the  cafe,  will  make  it  a  ve- 
ry produftive  colliery. 
Balbirnic  eoal  lies  both  in  the  Balbimic  eftale,  the  proper- 
ty 
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the  fkuMiteTp  of  &<tf[hie»,  bring  oi^  «ui4:lhe  frne  ifoiip :  wA^  \% 
ctttedli^ie  or  B^Hvurme  €ip%l,  .a$:cordisig  (to  the  oftftlCi  in  wiicjh 
ifat  f«oprk»  «:« Is^r  cbe  dme,  JBitf  «5  9lmoft  tibie  wtolf  of  u, 
leyfil  firfte,  ^ipd  Aigre  febM  Mi  tti«  uDderkyd  f«e  io  Sa2binue 
efta^,  i(  U  gene^ly  kflowo  bf  eke  asvne  of  Bulbirajwi  oo^  % 
«iid  confifts  fif  two  fpmiea,  failed  the  little  qmUl  jand  dbe  gnnut 
coal.  T}«6  qiH(2it}r  Af  the  iUttie  coal  i^  exireaMlj  good.  It  \% 
a  chj^r/  ooal,  h«s  fomething  of  the  ca^uog  quality ,  a«  k  woiJu 
ivw  mrf  veil,  »Qd  i^  th^  cvtlj  coal  in  xbU  .pact  .of  fiile  that 
wiB  do  ifo ;  for  which  pMijpofe  the  vtxj  £axalkft  paxtiaka  of 
k  we  6did  KO  tihe  fmkba  on  the  jooaft  of  Fife,  fron  i^yfai^t  to 
St.  Andrew's,  and  the  whole  inland  part  of  the  countrj,  ex- 
tending to  x.oQO  tons  .a|iau^7f  hefid^^  the  quantlt/  of  great 
coal,  in  the  ftate  aftermootioned.  it  .varies  in  thiolcnerfi  from 
6  feet  to  4  feet.  The  diftance  between  roof  and  pa\Fement  is 
general! J  the  fame.  When  a  ftone  i$  fqundinthe  middle  of  the 
feam,  the  coal  diminiihes  in  thicknefs^  as  the  ^op^  increafes^ 
till  at  laft,  if  the  ftone  be  very  thick,  the  coal  is  fo  much  thin« 
aed  as  to  be  hardly  worth  working,    lliis  field  of  coal  is  not 

a  regular 

•*  WKco  tlus  coal  was  firft  difcoveredf  cAnaot  now  be  known*  but  it  appcart 
40  liate  been  wrou^t  at  an  early  period  near  Balbimie  Burm,  fiift  by  a  free 
kv4:l,  -jwd  aft4rwar4  by  liaqie  ,f<»t  of  piunpi,  i^  a  place  called  the  Pomp  !}ink, 
Io  the  northward  of  Balbimie  boufe.  Old  pits  can  be  here  traced  along  the 
«rop^  but  tbe  period  tbefe  were  wrought,  is  unknown.  About  the  year  1730, 
George  Bchbor,  Efquire  of  Balbimie,  a  gentleman  who  bad  paid  coofiderable 
attention  to  tbe  fl^^y  of  mineralogy,  began  firft  to  trace  the  Itratt  by  bona 
and  otherwiie,  frym  thefe  %\^  waAes,  through  great  part  of  his  eftate  to  |ha 
river  Leven,  nearly  one  mile  diftant; — then  be^an  at  the  riter,  ;|nd,  by  a  ftone 
mine  acrofs  the  metals,  wrought  into  the  coal,  and  thus  made  it  level  free  to  ^ 
great  cltentt  about  the  year  1740.  By  this  level,  it  was  wrought  from  that 
dau,  till  the  year  ffi^.  la  fiikking  the  firft  pit  on  the  level,  a  Team  was  found 
\%  inches  thick  of  the  little  cod*  and  through  the  whole  field  it  is  ezaiflly  ?t 
feet  above  the  main  coal  every  where.  The  fame  gentleman  bored  i  a  fathoms 
through  the  main  coal  in  fe arch  of  other  Teaflis,  but  ibuiid  none  above  3  inchM 
thick. 
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k  regnlar  one :  it  lies  very  nearly  in  tbe  Jfonn  of  a  horfe^lhot; 
fuppofing  it  5  or  6  times  broader  than  ordinary^  and  the  open 
fpace  of  the  common  fiic.  At  the  {Aaoe  where  firft  difcover- 
ed,  a  little  to  the  N.  of  the  river  Leven;  the  dip  was  direftlj 
S.  In  working  forward,  the  field  divided  in  two ;  one  level 
run  toward  the  N.  W.,  another  to  the  N.  £.,  and  the  crop 
was  wrought  till  within  xa  feet  of  the  furftce.  The  twd 
branches  of  die  level  fepairated  further  itnd  farther,  and  the 
two  crops  did  the  fame,  leaving  a  fpace  of  many  hundred  fa« 
thoms  between;  in  which  was  neither  coal»  nor  appearance  of 
it :  this  fpace  refembled  the  open  part  of  thehorfe^ihoe*  Tbe 
encreafing  confnmption  of  ooal  will  appear  from  die  following 
ftate : 

From  1740  to  1753,  the  qnatitity  of  coal  (old  at  Balbimie  appears  to 
haVt  been  41*135  loads*  or  8^17  tons  annnaUy,  which,  in  13  years,  ii  192,81  r 

From  17^3  to  1777,  both  inclufive,  the  average  iales  were  46,719 
loads,  or  9,343  tons  annually,  ....  140,157 

From  X  77  8  to  1792,  both  incluiive,  the  average  quantity  was  $^6(0 
loads «,  or  20,933  tons  annnally,         •  •  .  .  i6j,93» 

In  27 84,  owing  to  a  fcheme  of  lowering  the  price  of  the  coal  to  all 
who  were  more  than  ten  miles  dlftant  from, the  coal-works,  there 
was  an  additional  quantity  fold,  not  included  in  the  foregoing  aver* 
U^of 4,047 


Total  number  of  tons  fold  in  3  a  years*  500,995 

On  the  fuppofition,  that  the  denwid  for  coal  Ihoold  not  in- 
creafe  above  the  average  of  the  laft  15  jears,  being  10^932 
tons  annuallj,  but  continue  tbe  fame  ;  and  althotigh  one  half 
of  the  whole  field  of  coal  were  yet  entire  (which  certainly  is 
not  the  cafe)^  an  e^ual  quantity  would  be  entirely  ei^haufted 
in  lefs  than  46  years.  But  the  increafing  confumption  muft 
be  immenfe,  when  it  is  confidered,  that  during  the  firft  40 
years^  there  was  no  other  coal- work,  except  this,  to  fupply 

this 

*  The  loads  in  the  above  computation  contain  17  ftone  Dutch  weight  each, 
which  is  one  third  more 'than  the  fale  load,  or  load  fold  to  the  country.  The 
fonner  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  colUet*s  load* 
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^is  part  of  Fife,  and  that  daring  the  laft  feven  jrears  the  ooal 
of  Balgonie  has  alfo  been  wf'ought,  and  has  fupplied  the  coun^ 
trj  with  9000  tons  annuallj,  notwithftanding  of  which,  the 
confumption  of  this  coal  is  continually  on  the  increafe  *. 

jlntiquitieSf 

*  SiAce  1780^  3  water  engines  haye  been  ereded  upon  this  coaL  The  firft 
irurki  2  pumps,  14  inch  forking  barrels ;  tbe  fecood,  a  pnmps  of  ix  inches  dia- 
meter; the  third,,  %  pumps  i^  inch  diameter,  of  the  working  barrel;  and  a. 
bout  20  fathoms  |eft  from  the  coal,  to  a  mine  in  which  the  water  is  delivered 
5  fathoms  below  the  furface  qf  the  ground,  ^.bove  the  rock  is  gravel,  which 
admits  the  wintec  rains  to  pais  through  the  namerous  cntters  in  the  ftrata, 
conveys  it  down  to  the  coal,  i^nd  is  the  great  caufe  of  fuch  powerful  engines 
being  necefiary  to  drain  the  coaL  It  is  a  pretty  general  opinien,  that  all  coals 
are  as  good  in  quality,  or  better,  in  the  dip  than  towards  the  crop.  Alfo,  that 
any  coal  once  difcovered,  qiay  be  wrought  to  any  depth  from  which  it  is  pof- 
(A>le  to  draw  the  water.  But  what  has  recently  happened  in  this  very  coal, 
gives  reafon  to  believe  that  opiniop,  however  general,  to  be  erroneous ;  for, 
when  the  engines  were  firft  ere&ed,  from  the  favourable  appearance  of  the 
furface  of  the  ground,  compofed  of  flat  and  gently  riling  fields  of  vaft  extent, 
and  from  the  extreme  flatnels  of  the  coal,  which  did  not  dip  above  x  in  xa,  of- 
ten not  above  x  foot  in  20,  it  had  the  appearance  of  being  almoft  intxhanft- 
abie,  or,  at  leaft,  that  the  under  level  coal  would  be  mnch  more  extenfive  tluui 
the  crop  already  wrought ;  but  the  very  reverfe  of  this  was  found  to  be  the 
pafe.  An  engine  ere£led  at  tlie  tri^ng  depth  of  20  fathoms,,  in  the  Oiort  fpace 
of  xo  years  from  its  credUop,  was  found  not  only  deep  enough,  but  adlually 
deeper  than  any  coal  in  that  field.  In  working  up  the  engine  level,  it  war 
found  to  go  deeper  than  any  part  of  the  coal :  dead  water  was  kept  till  the  coal 
was  found  entirely  cut  off  in  the  dip  by  a  gravel  dike,  compofed  of  gravel  and 
large  bullet  whin  (tones,  all  of  them  rounded  as  if  they  had  been  long  toffed 
about  in  water.  The  level  was  puflaed  on  through  this  gravel,  till  it  was  found 
impraAicable  to  proceed  with  fafety  to  the  workmen :  the  coal  was,  therefore, 
wrought  along  the  fide  of  this  dike,  as  deep  as  there  was  any  coal,  and  in  the 
progvefs  of  the  work,  the  coal  to  the  dip  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  field,  which 
this  engine  was  eredled  to  drain,  not  only  turned  out  to  be  of  bad  quality,  but 
its  thicknefs  was  diminilhed  by  a  hard  ftone  which  divided  the  feam  in  two, 
extending  from  x  t0  4  feet  in  thickneis,  fo  hard  as  only  to  be  vrrought  with 
gunpowder ;  which  added  fo  much  to  the  expenfe,  that  the  coal  could  not  be 
wrought  vnth  profit,  and  was  tlierefare  abandoned  altogether,  and  the  third 
engine  eredUd  on  the  £•  part  of  the  faoM  coal  where  the  feam  was  found  < 

.feet 
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jintiquitUfi  %ic. — ^Balgdnie  caftfe^  oae  ei  ikt  fcals  of  die 
Earl  of  Lev^n,  is  a  &]|rio  of  great  aiitiqAitj,   and   coq&» 

deraUe 

feet  thick,  without  any  ftone  at  all.  The- proprietor  wrought  up  a  feyel  ^ng 
iht  Mt  of  the  river  Leven,  about  half  a  mile  in  length,  which  latfened  the  lii't 
of  the  engine  5  fathoms.  In  working  up  this  mine,  abont  150  fathoms  from  the 
place  whore  ht  tt&ttiM  to  ere^  lirif  engine,  ht  ftmnd  ffa6  metala  «i  tdgo  perfie^- 
\j  perpe'Bdicular  i  a  little  further,  He  foun^  them  dip  1  ^thorn  m  3,  tftd  tint  t9 
the  wef^,  direAIy  Contrary  to  the  dip  of  th6  coal^  and  there  he  fimaii  two  fesns 
^f  coal,  with  7  fathoms  of  ftone  bet#cefi  them ;  t)ie  Hrft,  i^  fet,  waA  the  other, 
3  feet  thick,  dip  t  in  3.  Abont  50  fttthODIs  farther,  be  found  fbt  metal  ri£ng 
to  the  weft,  the  proper  rife  of  the  cOol  in  thftt  ^art  of  the  field.  TShefe  a|t 
pearanres  gave  him  reafon  to  b^Uete  the  mtin  <*o4  dii|  not  extead  far  to  the 
^  dip,  but  was  either  eut  off  by  thefe  ^Ige  m^ak,  tit  Would  be  knbA  oa  the  di^ 
f*parated  by  a  ftone  into  two  feams,  tm\  fdddenly  throvta  <mt  tA  Ae  fbiftce  19 
th6  fordi  of  the  two  feattii  he  had  diicoveM  \h  hia  toioe^  Jbft^^t  ^hom 
in  3,  direflly  contrary  to  the  ordinary  cfop  6f  tfie  eoal.  Id  Miff  tQ  diTcover 
this,  as  foon  as  the  engine  was  ere£le<l,  a  tevd  Intiie  «lFa»  poflied  o*  l#  tht 
^aftward :  The  coal  tras  found  perfibdlly  gobd  tlQ  1^  appfouclrtd  Withtn  50  fa- 
thoms of  the  edge  metah,  where  a  ftbi^e  made  iti  «p])e«raiice  ^  tbe  middie 
of  the  coal^one  inch  thick,  5  fathoins  farther,  it  inefeafed  to  |8  iockes  thick, 
and  coritiniicd  to  increafe  till  it  Was  found  impmdlieable  to  be  wrought^  uA 
appeared  fairly  to  divide  the  feam  of  eoal  in  tw6i  eotVcfpolldiiig  in  tkkteds  to 
the  two  edge  feams  he  had  difcovered  in  the  («id  fiiine.  The  eoal  colitiflftes  tax^ 
t>ut  it  can  hardly  be  doubted,  that  if  the  level  is  thriven  «o  fMitim  fathett  it 
vr'xW  rife  the  oppolite  way,  x  fathom  in  3  **  Since  this  \»  the  ciii  upon  the  £. 
part  of  the  field,  it  is  not  tfafy  to  accotlot,  why  the  ftme  tbiag  haft  not  lutppeued 
on  the  weft  part  of  the  fame  fiehl,  where  the  gtsvel  dike  intenreues.  and  cots 
oft'  the  coal  in  place  of  the  edge  AMals :  the  pifobftbiUty  is»  that  the  edge 
n-.f  tal;  are  alfo  there,  and  that  the  coal  will  termitiete  atid  be  Ihtowa  out  to 
the  furfucc  by  them  in  the  fame  Way,  thottgh  in  tbU  ^tt  the  grevel  dike  feeoii 
to  be  tliriift  in,  between  the  flat  add  the  edge  metals  j  aiid  is  of  gteat  thick* 
ncfs  as  a  trial  was  made  at  right  ahgtos,  a  bundted  (athoibs  difteut,  Mad  ty  &• 

*  Since  writing  the  above,  ffn  upfit  hOi  bte%  ptffiedfarwanU  Mtd  the  €0ol 
r.aunlly  found  to  rife,  ds  fufpoftd alf^e,  X  fMfOm  in  St  ^^ t^  ^*B,  m  dnk, 
a  little  further  on,  rife  t  fathbm  fft  3,  O^  trtf  tmi  da  thafitrfutti  mmd  the 
none  'will  inereofe  in  thiekkefi,  ifU  ft  it  fimii  ^fiitU^mj  ai  thtfitrfuff  «a^ 
the  rfinin  cqal  it  thronvn  out  there^  Hi  the  form  of  the  tnto  feumt^  ( 
ihyied, 
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dcraf>le  ftrength.    llie  time  when  it  was  built  caanot  be 

exai&Ij  afcertaiaed ;  but  from  the  beft  information  that  can 

Vol.  XIL  3  Z  be 

thorn  dee]i,  wliere,  in  pimce  of  the  rock,  and  ordinary  metals  above  the  coal, 
ttothiag  but  gravel  was  foand ;  from  which  it  may  be  concluded,  that  the  dike 
exceeds  too  fathoms  ia  thicknefii,  how  much  more*  it  it  hard  to  fay;  at  the 
rtiftance  of  another  too  fathomi,  the  edge  metals  are  (een  in  this  part  of  the 
field  alfo,  which  de|kroys  eCery  hope  of  the  main  coal  being  again  igond  be- 
yood  the  dike.  From  what  has  appeared  in  the  eaft  part  of  the  field,  it  feenu 
ptetty  certain,  that  if  the  coal  is  found  at  all,  it  will  be  in  the  form  of  two 
reamt  on  edge,  thnift  fuddeoly  up  to  the  rnrfkce  by  thefe  edge  metals,  and  con« 
l^qoently  of  fmall  eitent  and  little  value. 

From  livhat  is  above.recited,  it  tnay  be  inferred,  that  it  is  not  always  (afe  to 
truft  to  the  dip  fide  of  a  Team  of  coal  being  of  value,  though  the  crop  has  been 
foiiad  good,  which  was  the  cait  here,  the  crop  having  been  wrought  for  40 
-yearn,  and  every  where  in  the  natural  level  found  good,  and  yet  the  dip  on  the 
ttrdf  half  of  the  field  has  been  exhaufted  in  lefs  than  z  2  years,  at  leaft,  all  that 
'was  fimad  vainable  in  it ;  how  long  the  dip  of  the  eaft  part  of  the  field  now 
woiking  mxf  laft,  it  is  hard  to  fay,  though  it  is  fcarce  poflible,  allowing  the 
quality  to  be  good  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  known  field,  that  any  coal 
will  remain  to  work  50  yean  hence. 

From  the  foregoing  hiftory  of  two  valuably  fields  of  coal,  and  fa^  above  re- 
cited, ibme  vety  importint  condufions  may  be  drawn,  viz. 

t.  The  limited  and  fmaU  eitent  of  coal  fields. 

«.  The  tooreafing  cenfimiption  of  the  coal  and  iu  limited  extent^  gives  rea* 
Ion  to  apprehend  ita  being  totally  exhauiUd. 

The  lifluted  extent  of  all  coal,  may  be  inferred  from  iu  being  impofiible  to 
trace  any,  very  far  in  the  line  of  bearing.  Balgonie  coal  may  be  ranked  a- 
nong  the  regular  ones,  as  the  line  of  bearing  is  the  fame  with  the  general  bear- 
ing of  the  ftrata  in  the  greateft  part  of  Britain,  where  they  are  not  thrown  out 
of  their  coarfe  by  advcatitioiis  canfes,  fuch  «s  dikes,  mountain  rocks  of  a  dif- 
ferent %ecies  from  the  ftrata  that  accompany  coal,  and  fometimes  by  the  wav- 
ing and  twiftiog  of  the  coal  metals  themfelves,  which  frequently  alter  the  line 
of  bearing,  as  well  as  the  dip  of  the  coal,  to  ali  the  poinu  of  the  compafs. 
Such  regular  (earns  as  this,  with  fo  coniiderable  a  dip,  may  be  thrown  out  of 
their  courfe  by  dikes  and  flips,  bat  generally  keep  the  fame  line  of  bearing. 
The  very  flat  feams,  fuch  as  Balbimie  eoal,  being  much  more  liable  to  wave 
and  cwift,  till  the  dip  and  crop  are  in  the  oppofite'^dire^ion  from  the  regular 
coDffe  of  bearing.  It  may  be  worth  inquiiy,  why  the  moft  regular  feams  of 
coal  can  be  feldoa  puribed  in  the  line  of  bearing  above  a  few  miles^  lar  the 

faft 
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Be  gotf  it  appears  to  be  of  the  fame  age  with  the  ciRsiC* 
dral  of  St.  Andrew's,   which  was  built  in  the  nth  ceo^ 

tury* 

f&dl  if,  few  or  no  feams  in  this  ptrt  of  Fife,  reach  above  2  or  3  miles  in  Icngtb 
at  moftVand  aany  not  half  that  diftance ;  for  inftance,  Dyfart  coal  which  has  the 
fame  line  of  bcaf Ing  with  Balp>nte,  has  been  wronght  from  the  fea4ide  about 
ft  milbs,  where,  neat  the  water  of  Orr,  it  is  entirely  cut  oflf  and  no  mora  iec& 
About  half  a  mile  E.,  and  t  mile  K.,  the  S.  extremity  of  Balgonie  coal  ap- 
pears,  and  keeps  the  fanie  line  of  bearing,  as  well  as  refcmbles  Dyfart  coai 
fomewhat  in  quality,  but  not  in  thicknefs ;  Dyfart  coal  being  11  feet,  and  Bak 
gonie  coal  only  p  feet  thick ;  the  decliYity  pretty  much  the  fame.  At  the  dii^ 
tance  of  3  miles,  this  coal,  and  all  the  ftrata  accompanying  it,  is  alfo  cut  off; 
and  not  the  leaft  veftige  o)r  appearance  of  that  coal,  or  any  other,  has  been  ikU 
corered  within  feme  miles  of  it.  Wemyfs  coal,  Methel,  and  Dorrie  coal,  ar» 
as  ri^ar  fetnH  as  ehhct*  DyfarC  or  Balgonie,  but  none  of  them  can  be  tficed 
farther  In  tbe  line  of  bearing ;  Ihejr  are  all  cut  off  in  the  fame  manner  before 
they  <fe  Y  miles  from  tfti  fea.  The  more  inland  coals  diftant  t  or  xo  milts 
from  the  Frith  of  Forth,  filch  ts  Biimtiirk,  Pftleffie^  Divan,  and  Oatty,  are 
Ctuft'ted  on  the  fides  of  hiUi  of  finiU  extent^  the  metals  of  which  have  no  con- 
f  itfftcid  tine  either  of  bearing  or  decUvhy ;  and  the  cdal  in  thefe  fituadons  con- 
faquently  fubjeft  to  all  the  irregularities  ever  fitnxA  in  coal  woiks.  Soae  of 
ttfe  iVams  are  even  feen  to  Aop  mlt  qdite  round  t  fmsU  eminence*  And  even 
Imalt  as  the  extent  of  thefe  fidds  is«  the  coAl  is  fdtmd  fall  of  dikes,  hitches 
and  all  imaginable  troubles ;  which  render  them  fcaree  worth  woilung.  Be- 
yoild  thii;  in  the  flat  country^  along  the  banks  of  the  £den,  po  eoal  fiaa  ever 
been  difcovercd.  And  from  this  to  the  Tty,  there  are  no  ftrata  ever  difeovexed 
that  indicate  coal  being  there :  nor  are  there  feficient  fympioott  rrea  to  en- 
tourage trials  for  coal,  with  my  rational  hope  of  focctft.    , 

The  Fife  coals,  even  the  moft  regular,  being  tiros  cootraAcd  in  tiie  line  of 
bearing,  are  comparatively  of  very  finall  eiteilt,  compared  with  the  iden  a 
ttraAger  has  of  them,  on  a  flight  view  of  the  number  of  pits  he  foos  at  work 
on  the  various  feams.  Such  a  |ferfon,  if  unaequaiatcd  with  the  natural  hiftoiy 
of  c6al  and  its  ftrata,  is  apt  (o  fuppofe  the  whole  coontry  friU  of  coal;  the  very 
dikes  and  interruprions  in  the  bearing  of  the  ftrata,  increafct  the  deception, 
ihoWing,  as  he  fiippofes,  a  ftill  grearer  number  of  foams  and  eztetit  of  coal. 
For  inftance,  a  perfon  ttnae<iuaxntcd  with  the  interruptions  met  with  la  coal 
fields,  fees  Oyfart  coal  and  Balgotiie  both  at  work,  he  imagines  the  one  mi^  be 
wrought  N.  on  the  line  of  bearing,  at- far  as  the  Lomtads,  tf  oiilet  diftant,  ami 
th^  Other  S.  to  the  lea,  and  N.  to  the  Edcv;  whenever  the  proprietors  choofe  to 
do  fo ;  aqd  lieoce  ht  conclttdes»  both  coab  alaraft  inohaaftible ;  but  tnveftigoie 

ih« 
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izxj.  This  caftle  is  plea&ntlj  fitnated  on  the  S.  bank  of  tfa^ 
Leven,  jelevated  about  36  feet  above  the  bed  of  the  river*    \\ 

3  Z  2  is 

the  fabjoA  thoitmghlj  by  proper  judges,  and  thej  wtU  declare  the  attempt 
vain,  to  purfue  the  one  Birther  N.,  or  the  other  either  S.  or  Ml,  than  it  has  been 
already  ione.  And  what  he  imagined  incxhauftible  ieaais,  may  poffibly  be 
entirely  wroaghi  out  in  lefe  than  zoo  yean.  I  Ih^  not  atuapt  ;to  account  for 
the  frequent  imorruptians  i«  the  line  of  bearing  of  the  coal,  and  all  other  ftrata. 
I  have  only  pointed  out  the  iUi^  that  neithpr  coal  nor  any  other  ftrata  what- 
ever, can  be  traced  to  any  confiderabk  iiftance,  without  fitch  interruptions  be- 
ing met  yi\x\.  What  aiflually  happened  in  working  the  dip  of  Balbimy  coal* 
may  happen  in  a  hundred  others,  where  the  probability  of  the  dip  being  both 
good  and  eztenfive,  cannot  poffibly  be  greater,  than  it  was  in  that  very  coal, 
tlU  it  wu  a«^ually  tried.  One  fadl  feems  to  be  eftabliihed  by  it,  that  fonw 
coals  do  not  extend  to  any  very  great  depth  from  the  furiace.  But  after  conti* 
nuing  to  dip  for  fome  time,  they  rife  the  contrary  way,  and  crop  out  to  the 
furiace  on  a  point  of  the  compafs  «UaiueUicaliy  (>pp«6te  to  the  former  crop- 
Many  could  be  pointed  out  which  ^dually  do  fo^  thvvgh  the  greater  part  of 
teams  may  reach  to  fo  great  a  depth,  and  may  at  that  d^th  be  fo  altered  by 
dikes  and  flips,  as  to  throw  the  oppollte  crcf>,  or  ri£e  to  fiich  a  diftance,  as  often 
prevents  its  being  perceived  tQ  be  the  fame  ftaip,  though  it  a^ually  be  fo» 
lliis  example,  proves  coal  to  be  limited  in  extent  in  a  different  way«  An^ 
that  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  CQa|  can  be  had  in  the.  dip,  though  good  VBk 
the  crop,  and  wrought  there  above  40  year& 

^.  lb«  increafing  confumption  of  coal,  and  its  limked  extent,  gives  tcalbn  to^ 
apimbend  its  being  totally  ezhanfted. 

It  fiae^s  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  publick,  that  coal  is  intxhauitible.  Govern- 
ment  appeacs  to  have  adopted  the  fame  .opinion,  in  allowing  fuch  immenfe 
quantities  of  coal  to  be  exported  to  ail  the  nations  in  Europe.  It  is  greatly  to 
he  wiflied,  that  this  opinion  were  well  founded ;  but  it  is  contradi^ed  by  incon. 
trovertible  fads.  It  is  not  above  aoo  years  fince  coal  came  into  common  ufe, 
and  it  is  highly  probable  the  firft  i$o  years  of  that  period  did  not  ezhauft  fo 
much  of  it  as  the  laft  50  yean  Examine  all  the  coal  fields,  not  in  Fife  only, 
but  through  all  Britain,  and  it  will  be  found  that  ev«ry  part  of  them  •near  to  %. 
lea-port,  and*  many  of  the  inland  ietms  of  coal,  are  not  only  exhaufted  to  the 
depth  of  the  natural  level,  but  almoft  all  of  them  already  wrought,  and  exhault* 
ing  faft  by  fife  and  water  engine*,  many  of  which  arc  very  deep.  It  will  alfo  be 
ioond,  that  the  quantity  already  wrought  is  probably  *at  lead  equal  to  the  quanti* 
ties  yet  to  work  of  all  the  known  feams  of  coal  within  the  ifland.  It  might,  per- 
If  aps,  be  to  objeA  worthy  of  being  inveftigated  by  Government ;  for  if  the  if, 

fue 
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is  of  a  quadrangular  form,  and  ftands  upon  an  area  of  ijj 
feet  bj  xoj.     The  open  court  within,  is  xc8  feet  bj  65.  Hie 

tower, 

fae  of  their  refctrch  flurald  be,  at  there  »  a  high  probability  it  would,  that  tke^ 
was  not  a  fulBcieat  fund  of  coal  uneahaufted  in  the  iflaod  of  Britain  to  fopply  the 
prefent  demand  for  too  yeara  to  come,  it  is  probable  tliej  wooM  think  it  proper 
to  interfere  and  prevent  the  too  rapid  confumption  of  an  article  indifpenfibly  ne- 
ceiTary  to  the  tery  cziftence^  not  only  of  the  capital  and  other  great  cttici,  hut  to 
almoft  every  fpeciet  of  manufiiAare,  and  to  the  many  thoufand  artificert  em- 
plQfed  in  them.  Such  could  not  even  eaift  without  a  plentiful  fupply  of  coal, 
in  a  Country  ^q  deftitute  of  wood  ai  Great  Britain  is.  The  fuperiority  which 
the  poileifion  of  coal  gives  to  her  manufa^ures,  on  the  failure  of  that  fupply, 
would  be  inftantly  transferred  to  thofe  nations  in  Europe,  pofleflSed  of  a  fala- 
ctent  quantity  of  wood  for  their  confumptipa. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  account  how  Government,  and  the  natiqn  at  large,  are 
Itttfed  into  fecortty  on  this- point.  The  proprieton  of  coal  have  an  intercft  in  a 
gseat  and  immediate  confumption.  No  matter  firopi  what^^t  arilcs ;  immediate 
pro6t  is  the  obje^  whether  from  the  home  or  foreign  market*  T^  reft  of 
mankind  have  little  opportunity,  and  ftill  lefs  inclination  to  inveftigate'a  fnb> 
jeA  of  which  the'  greater  part  have  a  very  fuperficial  knowledge.  It  U  not  tho 
left  neceHhry  that  the  alarm  be  given;  the  danger,  upon  candid  inquiry,  will  nat 
be  found  ideal.  Great  dependence  is  fometimcs  placed  upon  the  difcovcry  A 
new  feamt  of  coal«  never  before  known ;  but  if  it  be  confidered,  that  tbcve  is 
fcarcely  a  feam  of  coal  of  any  confeqnence  in  Great  Britain,  which  hat  not  been 
known  to  ezift  for  half  a  century,  and  that  fcarce  a  new  difcoveiy  of  coal  has 
•  been  heard  of  during  that  period,  to  what  is  this  to  be  imputed  \  Not  to  the 
want  of  trials,  for  of  thefe  numbers  have  been  made  without  fucceis ;  but  as  it 
n  an  eftabliilied  fo^,  that  every  feam  of  coal,  as  well  as4dl  other  trata,  riff  and 
crop  out,  at  or  very  near  the  furface  of  the  ground,  there  is  a  high  probabiS* 
ty  that  few  valuable  feams  of  coal  could  remain  fo  long  undifcovered.  As  m 
every  eatenfive  field,  the  chance  is,  that  feme  part  of  the  crop  will  approach  fo 
near  ^  furface*  as  tt)  be  laid  open  by  rivers,  canals,  rivulets  in  little  glens,  and 
not  feldom  the  rife  or  outbnrft  of  the  coal,  will  be  feen  in  the  form  of  a  black 
duft,  mixed  with  foaall  parttclet  of  coal,  in  ccmimon  ditches,  where  nothing  is 
meant  but  the  enclofure  of  the  ground.  Such  appearances  fliould,  and,  I  fup- 
pofe,  generally  art  examined.  By  fuch  means  the  greater  number  of  coals  al- 
ready  known,  have  been  difcovered.  And  though  others  may  ezift  not  yet  dis- 
covered, there  ii  litUe  reafon  to  fuppofe  the  number  or  extent  of  fuch  iindifco- 
vered  fcams  to  be  very  confiderable. 

*  The  extent  of  the  coal  fields  in  Britain  is  very  incoofiderable,  when  compared 

with 
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iwer  *9  which  ftand^  on  the  N.  fide,  and  neai 
I  45  feet  hj  36  over  the  walls,  and  8a  fe( 


Irlth  the  immenfe  tracks  that  haye  no  coal  oetaU  (or 
pmpsDy  coal),  nor  any  appearance  to  indicate  coal  bcii 
Bnt  the  coal  fields  tfaemfelves  are  very  far  from  contaii 
frhe  county  of  Fife,  for  inftance,  is  a  coal  field,  and  has 
■nblication,  on  the  caufes  of  the  fcarctty  of  coal,  as  con 
iauftible  fund  of  that  ufeful  mineral,  and  as  every  wher< 
ifleTtion  could  be  more  flenderly  foun4ed  ;  it  is  probably 
fhat  for  every  acre  in  Fifo  containing  unwrought  coal,  tl 
that  have  no  coal  in  them,  nor  any  rational  probabilit 
That  there  is  flill  much  coal  in  Fife,  is  a  certain  U£t  \ 
Britain  is  better  ftored  with  it,  it  is  equally  certain,  tha* 
the  whole  quantity  in  the  kingdom  is  already  exhauited. 
remaining  half  muft  be  wrought  with  engines  at  a  vaft 
abfoltttely  certain  whether,  in  quantity  or  quality,  it  ma] 
coals  already  ezhauiled.  To  prove  what  is  above  allege 
be  very  difficult.  Take  all  the  coals  in  Fife,  wrought 
one  after  another,  examine  confumption,  and  the  quantity 
within  the  laft  ten  years,  and  compare  this  with  the  qu: 
the  proprietor  fuppofes  to  contain  coal  as  deep  as  there 
iog.  it  would  immediately  be  known,  fi^ppofing  the  < 
what  number  of  years  the  remaining  coal  would  fupply  t 
rate  of  confumption.  Such  an  Inquiry,  I  am  afraid,  woul 
that  another  pentury  will  confume  the  whole. 

*  ConneAed  with  the  tower  is  a  houfe  of  3  ftories,  bui 
ander  Leflie,  extending  to  the  N.  E.  comer ;  and  on  th< 
another  houfe  of  the  fame  height,  built  by  the  prcfent ; 
ther.     From  the  vaults  under  thcfe  new  buildings,  a 
walls  in  the  lower  fiory,  it  appears  probable  that  thf 
equally  eztenfive,  and  that  the  new  hon&f  had  been  i 
of  the  old.    On  the  S.  and  W.  fides  of  the  court,  thi 
which  appears  to  be  coeval  with  the  tower :  and  wit 
been  a  large  fofT^,  the  remains  of  which  are  ftill  to  be 
on  the  W.  fide,  befide  which,  and  under  the  wall,  the! 
a  dungeon,  or  dark  cell  in  the  bottom  of  the  tower, 
middle  of  an  oblong  fquare,  inclnfiTe  of  300  acres,  fei 
wall.    Near  it  there  is  a  garden  of  about  7  acres,  end 
high,  and  a  great  deal  of  fine  old  trees  around.    B 
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m  fur];oiinded  ivtth  batdementSy  projefting  about  a  fiiot  be» 
jood  the  walls.  The  foof,  which  appears  to  have  been  re- 
peatedly repaired  fince  it  was  firft  built,  is  raifed  in  the  mid* 
dle»  and  between  that  and  the  battlements^  it  is  flat,  and  co- 
Tered  ^ith  ftpnes.  The  walls  of  the  two  lower  ftocies^  both 
of  which  are  vaulted,  are  8^  feet  thick :  but  above  that,  thej 
IkrcDnlj  7  feet  thick.  There  is  an  apartment  in  it  called  the 
Chapel,  and,  in  the  wall  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  c^urt,  the 
fuins  of  a  room  are  illU  to  be  feen,  which  was  called  the 
Chaplain's  Room.  The  architefture  of  this  tower  is  ftill  ve* 
rj  perfect  and  entire,  and  the  third  ftorj  hath  been  latelj  re- 
|>aired  bj  the  prefent  Lord  Balgonie.  About  half-mile  to 
IL  of  Balgonie,  and  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  Leveo,  is  Qal* 
four  or  Balor,  an  old  buildii^,  flanding  in  the  middle  of 
fame  fine  enclofures^  and  furrounded  with  a  good  deal  of  old 
pkntations.  This  place  gave  the  name  of  Bajfour  to  a  verj 
ancient  familj,  from  which  the  Balfour^  in  Fife,  of  whom 
there  is  a  conGderable  number,  it  is  thought,  moftlj  fpmog  *, 
On  the  weft  fide,  and  about  half  a  mile  from  the  pariflx 
church,  Hands  Balbxrnie,  wbigh  ancientlj^  belonged  to  Bal- 

bimie 

M«aged  to  %  fanily  of  the  name  qf  SIbbald,  t^as  purcliafed  19  the  reigm  of 
rharle»  I.,  b^  General  Iie0ie»  whp  wa»  qca^d  Earl  of  Leven  bjr  that  monarch, 
io  1641.  Towards  the  end  of  the  laft  genturj,  9sTid,  fecmi^  Ton  of  Ocoige 
flarl  of  MelviU,  married  the  Countcfs  ax)d  heire(9  of  t^even,  in  ejrofeqaeiice  o{ 
whicK  ^c  cdatcs  and  titles  of  the  two  Earldoms  caipe  to  be  united  in  tl^  fam^ 
lamilyi  ai  Loid  Raith,  the  oldeft  Con  of  the  faid  Earl  of  MelviU  died  withou^ 

*  lo  the  5th  of  the  reign  of  Robert  IL,  Jobn^  laird  of  B^lbur,  dying  witlioo( 
male  iHue,  Robert  Bethune,  alfo  of  an  Ancient  family  in  Fife,  married  bis  daugV- 
tor,  the  heirefs  of  Balfour,  ftill,  however,  retaining  the  name  of  Bethune.  Frto 
this  hoofe,  (everal  refpe^tble  families  of  the  name  of  Bethune  have  defcended. 
James  Bethune,  archbiflrap  of  St.  Andrew's,  and  Chancellor  of  Scotland,  his  ne. 
phew  David  Bethune,  Cardioal  and  Chancellor  of  Scotland,  and  the  Cardinil's 
nephew,  James  Bethurr,  archbifliop  of  Glafgow,  were  all  three  of  this  hoofe  c$ 
^alfour. 
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>lrnie  of  that  ilk/  but  whicb,  for  fome  generations  back^ 
)ath  been  in  the  pofleflion  of  a  family  of  the  name  of  BaU 
foar.  A  con&derable  part  of  the  old  houfe  ftill  remains,  aod 
is  kept  in  good  repair ;  on  the  fouth  fide  of  which,  and  con^ 
aeded  with  it,  the  prefent  proprietor  hath  built  a  neat  com- 
modious modem  houfe.  The  fituation  is  rather  low  and  con« 
cealed  ;  but  delightfully  romantick.  In  front^  there  is  «  . 
pretty  eztcnfive  lawn  thinly  and  irregularly  planted  with  dif- 
feixnt  kinds  of  trees.  The  furroundtng  eminences,  as  weH 
as  all  the  low  marfliy  ground  near  it,  are  covered  with  fine 
thriTing  plantations  of  barren  wood.  Beikies  the  attentioa 
paid  to  the  pleafure  ground  around  the  houfe,  the  psefent 
proprietor  has  of  late  greatly  beautified,  as  well  as  meliorated 
his  eftate  in  the  neighbourhood,  by  enclofiog  regular^  fields 
with  belts  of  plantation;  and  by  placing  clumps  of  trees  oa 
the  higher  grounds,  arranged  and  difpofed  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  at  once  to  pleafe  the  eye,  and  to  afford  ihelter  to  the  ad- 
jacent fields. 

The  fteeple  of  Markioch  is  another  ancient  buiUIIng,  and 
from  the  fimilarity  of  the  workmanihip,  is  probably  of  th« 
fame  age  with  Balgonie  caftle.  It  is  about  15  feet  fquare^ 
and  preferres  its  thicknefs  till  it  rifes  to  80  feet  high.  From 
that  to  the  top,  it  is  about  24  feet,  drawing  to  a  point,  in  2 
pyramidical  form*  From  its  elevated  fituation,  it  is  fieen  at 
a  confiderable  diftance  in  feveral  direftions ;  and  forms  the 
termination  of  a  beautiful  view  from  the  houfe  of  Leflie,  the 
feat  of  the  Countets  of  Rothes,  which  (lands  about  3  miles 
to  the  weilward  of  Markiach.  Markinch  hill  is  a  beautiful 
tbjed.  It  lies  on  the  north  fide  of  the  village,  and  is  of  an 
oblong  oval  form,  and  200  yards  in  length.  On  the  northern 
declivity,  there  are  6  terraces  of  about  ao  feet  broad,  and 
which  estend  the  whole  length  of  the  hill,  winding  round 
the  eaft  end  of  it.    They  are  evidently  artificial ;  but  nothing 

certain 
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/certAin  caa  be  learned  as  to  their  original  nfc  and  defign  ^. 
The  pnUick  road  from  M arkinch  to  the  norths  paflSct  ths 
tveft  end  of  this  hill,  and^  on  a  rifing  ground,  on  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  roadj  ftaods  a  ^jroad  done  abont  7  feet  high,  caOcd 
'  the  Stobb  Crols.  It  it  a  vtxj  coarfe  piece  of  worit,  without 
aoj  fcnlptare  or  chaxafterg  on  it,  that  can  tead  to  die  know- 
ledge  of  the  defign  of  \xm  ere£tion  f  • 

On  the  eaftem  eztvemitj  of  the  parifii,'  in  the  fium  of 
Buniface,  mortified  to  the  United  GoU^e  of  St.  Aadrew's, 
hj  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Ramfaj,  for  the  education  d 
4  bnr&rs  at  that  college,  there  is  a  hill  or  eminence  not  no* 
like  the  one  juft  now  mentibned.  On  the  north  cad  of  ihis 
hill,  there  is  a  fpot  of  ground  which  rifes  higher  than  the  icft, 
and  is  called  the  Maiden  CaHe,  fenced  on  the  ibutfa  fide  bj 
ditohes,  the  ▼eftiges  of  whidi  remain  to  this  daj  %• 

*  Two  reports  preyail ;  the  one  h,  tbtt  thefe  temcel  were  originally  ditches, 
intended  to  ftrengthen  in  encampment,  or  military  poft  on  the  top  of  tlie  hill; 
but  that  they  have  been  levelled  fince  for  the  porpoTe  of  tillafCi  TW  othrr 
report  is,  that  they  were  made  to  accommodate  fpeAaton,  aflenVled  to  bcboM 
certain  public  fames,  performed  ia  the  plain  below ;  Which  plain  it  called  the 
Play.fields  to  this  day. 

t  Vulgar  tradition  fays,  that  it  was  ereded  to  the  memory  of  a  gentleman, 
who  fell  on  this  fpot,  in  a  ofortal  rencdUnter  with  one  of  his  netghboan.  Ai  thi^ 
croft  ftands  upon  the  tery  edge  of  the  road,  aad  S  or  10  foet  aborre  ita  level,  it 
htsbeen  in  danger  of  tumbling  down,  bj  the  earth's  folUng  aw^  from  it.  The 
piefcnt  Earl  of  Leren,  therefore,  caufod  it  to  be  (ecured,  by  lacing  up  the  eartb 
with  a  wall  of  ftone  and  lime. 

%  Boethtus  calb  it  **  Ane  feptinalis  totidein  folBs  munita,  olim  pbfleflso  Fi5 
Buffi,  cujus  poAeritas,  per  multa  fecula,  eam  tenueic.*'  Some  pittend  it  was  1 
foat  of  M*0uff,  Earl  of  Fife,  and  that  there  was  anciently  a  fobtemneous  pti'. 
fage  from  it  to  Brunton,  which  lies  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  £.  of  Mark- 
inch  church,  and  where  Malcolm,  Earl  of  Fife,  had  a  calUe.  It  b  faid  that  tbe 
entrance  to  this  paffage  at  Brunton  was  Ihnt  up  fo  lately  u  in  the  time  of  the 
late  John  Simpfon  of  Brunton.  Near  the  Maiden  CafUe  a  battle  has  been  foaght. 
yrobably  betweea  the  Scots  and  Danes,  as  a  great  many  Hone-coffins,  with  ha- 
ta^  bones  in  them,  have  been  lately  difcoyered  in  the  immediate  iieighbour- 
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Cbaraffer  of  the  Peopk.-^It  would  be  facrificlog  truth  to 
complaifance,  to  fay  tbat  there  are  no  worthlefs  or  excep- 
tionable charafters  in  this  pa^iih.     The  number  of  fucb,  how- 
ever, isxomparatively  fmall.     The  great  body  of  the  people 
are  fober,  peaceable,  and  induftrlous.     Their  attendance  on 
the  public  ordinances  of  religion  is  pun&ual  and  exemplary, 
and  their  moral  conduA  correfpon^ent  to  their  profeffion*     It 
i$  worthy  of  notice,  that  the  colliers  qf  Alarkinch  poflefs  a  re- 
fpefikability  in  point  of  charader,  to  whicl|  few  other  colliers 
in  the  kingdom  can  pretend.    In  theai  yoi(  fee  nothing  of 
that  grofs  ignorance,  that  rougbnefs  and  barbarity  of  manners, 
that  extravagance  and  diforderly  behavioi^,  but  too  generally' 
charaderiftical  of  this  defcription  of  men.     Qn  (he  contrary, 
with  a  very  few  excepttQus,  they  are  remarlptbly  intelligent, 
attentive  to  the  duties  of  religion,  civil  and  obliging  ia  tlieir 
manners,  fober,  frugal  and  diligent ;  in  confequence  of  which^^ 
they  and  their  families  live  contifortably,  and  make  a  decent 
appearance.     It  deferves  alfo  to  be  mentioned,  to  the  honour 
of  this  pariib,  that  during  the  late  ferment,  when  deiigning^ 
faftious,  and  turbulent  men  were  endeavouring  to  dift^rb  the 
public  tranquillity,  and  to  alienate  the  affedions  of  the  people 
from  the  mild  and  equal  government  under  which  they  livCi 
their  loyalty  to  their  King,  and  attachment  to  the  Conftitution 
remained  uncorrupted.     Tliey  joined  no  difcontented  ailbci- 
ations  ;  they  imbibed  no  feditious  principles  ;  but  every  man 
attended  to  the  duties  of  his  ftation,  and  left  the  modelling 
and  mending  of   conilitutions  to  others,  as  a  bufinefs  beyond 
their  fphere,  and  above  their  abilities. 
Vol.  XII.  4  A  Sta:?istical 

hood.  In  fevcral  other  parts  of  the  parifli,  coffins  of  the  fame  kiud  have,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  been  difcuvered.  One,  in  particular,  was  found  a^out  7  years  ago 
on  tlie  Headlaw,  between  Markinch  and  Balgonic.  It  was  of  a  fquare  form, 
made  of  four  unhewn  flabs  of  freeftone,  fet  edgeways,  and  covered  with  a  broad 
ftonc  of  the  fame  kind,  upon  which  was  laid  a  large  unformed  mafs  of  ilone,  and 
above  all,  aheap  or  ctim  of  fmall  (tones.  The  bones  enclofed  in  it  were  calcined. 
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Statistical  Table  of  the  Parish  of  Makkivch. 


Number  of  fouls y     •     279^ 

—  males,      -        -       1364 

—  females,     -         -      1426 

—  fiimilies,  -  -  ^53 
-^  married  couples,         475 

—  widowers,  -  -  36 
— >  widows,     ..63 

—  average  of  marriages 

am^uallj,    -      •     20 
-^  of  births  *,       -       -     €3 

—  under  2  jearsof  age,  2to 
« —  between  2  and  10,      538 

—  ■■■  10  and  20,  524 
— .  — i^— —  20  and  30,  469 
30  and  40,    393 

—  ■  .  '  ■  40  and  50,  272 
--  ■  ■  50  and  60,  176 
.«,  —  60  and  70,'  147 
.^  .1  70  and  80,      58 

—  ■  80  imd  96,       13 

—  heritors,       -         -       21 

—  refiding  heritors,  i  z 

—  feuars,  -  '  -  120 
<»—  farmers,  -  *  60 
'^  teachers,  1*7 
—-  notary  publicks,  2 
—.  plafterer^        •         .        i 

—  weavers,  -  "  -  166 
«-» niafons,       -        -        24 


Number  of  wrights,     -  16 

—  fmiths,        -         .  11 

—  flioemakers,     -        •  ic 

—  tailors,         -         -  9 

—  brewers,      -         -*  4 
—-gardeners,     -         -  5 

—  midwives,      -         -  2 

—  colliers,  including  o- 

verfeers,  drawers, 

&C.  .  .  ICQ 

—  coopers,       ^          -  2 

—  bakers,        1         -  3 

—  wheelwrights,    .    •  2 

—  flazdreflers,      .       .  8 

—  ftocking-makers,     -  a 

—  djers^        -           -  2 

—  turner,        -          ^  i 

—  Shopkeepers^          -  4 

—  male  fervants^      -  136 

—  female  fervants,  z  ao 

—  labourers,    -        -  65 

—  horles  above  i  year 

— -  black  cattle  above  i 

year  old,    -     -    1540 

—  flieep,.    -  •         300 
Valued  rent,  871I.  7s.  id. 

Sterling.  ' 
Real  rent  of  land  belong, 
ing 


^  Tliere  ia  no  rrjifter  of  barUlt. 
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ing  to  the  heritors,  5000L        Number  of  cora-miUs, 

10 

Sterling.                                   — lint-mills^ 

Rents  of  feuars  property,  480I.    —  barlej-miUs,    - 

Sterling.                                   —  wauk-ittills,      - 

Number  of  inns,         -          a    — flour-mill. 

—  poft-chftifes,       -      -       5    —  oil-mill. 

—  carts,     -         -         -     100    —  collieries. 

—  ale^oiifes,      -         -      ii     —  coal  en^in^s,     - 

--.  blcachficld,         -       -       I 

4A» 
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UNITED  PARISHES  •  or  LYNE  akd  MEGGEt. 


(CoUKTT  AN1>  PrESBYTERT  OF  PEEBLES,  StKOD   OF  LoTHIA» 
AND  TWEEDDALE.) 


By  the  Rev.  Sf  r.  AiTBltEW  Hanstside. 


Extent,  Name,  Soil,  Culture,  &c.  of  Lyng. 

THE  parifli  of  Lyne  is  between  3  and  4  railet  long,  and 
near  3  broad.  The  origin  of  the  name  is  uncertain, 
prehaps  f^om  the  Gaelic  word  Linn^  **  a  pool  or  water.*'  The 
river,  which  runs  from  one  extremity  of  the  pariib  to  the  o- 

thcr, 

^  It  appears  from  the  Scots  AAs  of  Parliament,  (toL  i.  p.  pfo.)  that  the  pa. 
riih  of  Rodonno,  or  Megget,  was  annexed  to  that  of  Lyne,  about  the  year  1621; 
and  that  this  took  place  in  conference  of  a  joint  petition  from  the  popoetor 
and  inhabitants  of  the  former  pariih,  to  the  Lords  Commiffioners  for  PlantatioQ 
of  Kirks,  defiling  that  they  might  henceforth  be  confidered  as  a  part  of  the  lat- 
ter.   It  if  fingttlar  that  Megget  fitould  oot  have  been  united  to  one  of  the  neigb- 

bouiiog 
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fftier,  is  fo  called^  and  being  one  of  the  largeft  that  falls  int* 
Tweed  in  this  countji  might  obtain  the  name  of  linn,  or  the 
XVater,  hj  waj  of  eminence  ;  and  the  name  might  afterward 
be  transferred  to  the  parifli.  The  lower  part  of  the  parifli  }s« 
in  general,  of  a  (harp  gravellj  foil,  requiring  frequent  {bowery 
in  fummer.  The  upper  part  is  hillj,  and  affords  good  pafture 
for  (heep,  confiding  of  a  proper  mixture  of  heath  and  gnifs* 
In  the  year  1782,  the  crop  in  this  parifli  did  not  fuffer  fo 
much  from  the  froft,  as  in  fcTeral  of  the  neighbouring  ones. 
The  {harp  nature  of  the  foil,  and  the  fouthern  expofure  of  the 
com-laadsy  may  account  for  this.  The  whole  parifli  is,  at 
prefeot.  divided  into  two  farms ;  but  about  €0  years  ago,  it 
was  pofleffed  by  no  fewer  than  7  fmall  tenants*  The  quantt- 
if  of  grain  raifed  in  it  is  not  great,  as  the  number  of  acres 
under  tillage  does  not,  at  an  average,  exceed  z6o.  The  rota- 
tion of  crops  obferved,  is  the  old  one  of  bear  with  dung,  thea 
oats,  then  peafe.  Potatoes  are  alfo  raifed  for  family  ufe.  No 
grafs  has  hitherto  been  fown,  nor  turnips  cultivated  by  the 
farmers.  This  is  to  be  afcribed  chiefly  to  the  want  of  enclo- 
fures,  without  which,  thefe  crops  cannot  be  eafily  protected 
from  the  flieep  and  cattle,  during  the  winter  and  fpring. 

Extent^  Surface^  &c.  of  Migget. — The  parifli  of  Megget  is 
£tuated  in  the  fouthern  extremity  of  the  county.  It  is  be- 
tween 6  and  7  miles  in  length,  and  near  6  in  breadth.  The 
furface  is  very  hilly.  The  tops  of  the  hills  are,  in  general, 
covered  with  heath,  and  coarfe  grafs,  but  the  lower  parts  pro- 
duce excellent  pafture  both  for  flieep  and  cattle.  The  climate 
is  not,  upon  the  whole,  unhealthy,  though  from  the  high  fi- 
taation  of  the  country,  it  is  damp  and  cold.    On  this  account 

the 

bouring  pariihei,  ratlier  than  to  Lyoe,  which  is  fo  diftant  from  it.  Perhaps  the 
imtX\fig.i%  both  of  the  ftipends  and  cures  might  be  the  chief  rea'fon ;  befides,  both 
paiinies  at  that  period  belonged  wholly  to  one  proprietor,  Lord  Haj  of  Yefter, 
and  it  is  more  tkan  probabU  that  be  had  coofiderable  influence  in  procuring  (ht 


558  Statyiiidl  AccoOni 

the  inhabitatits  are  more  fubjeft  to  rbeaouitifins,  tfasAi  to  asj 
other  comidaiQt.  The  water  of  Megget  riiea  at  the  head  of 
the  pariiht  and^  after  ruonhig  the  whole  leogth  of  it,  falls  ao* 
to  St.  Mary's  Loch,  a  beaotif q1  ezpanfe  of  frefli  water.  This 
locht  with  the  loch  of  the  Lows,  from  which  it  is  {eparated 
bj  a  narrow  neck  of  laod,  may  be  near  j  piiles  long*  and,  xa 
feme  flaceSf  %i  broad.  Troat,  P^c».  ^^  ^9  ^^  foatid  in 
both ;  they  are  frequented  by  water-fewl  of  diflFerent  kisidi^ 
particularly  by  wild^ducks.  The  qoianticy  of  grain  mifed  in 
Megget  is  very  inconfidetable,  and  infufficieot,  even  ia  the 
bed  feafonsy  to  mamtain  its  inhabitants.  But  the  quantity 
that  Lyne  can  annually  fpare,  would,  upon  an  average,  folly 
anfwer  alt  the  demands  of  Megget* 

Populaiionf  &c.— According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report,  the 
number  of  fouls  in  Lyne  and  Megget  in  1755,  was  265.  The 
population  of  Lyne  parilh  in  the  lyyif  was  7a. 

Under  the  age  of  10,  16  Females,    ....       38 

From  10  to  ao,    .  -  25  Number  of  horfes,     -      18 

From  ao  to  50,    -  •  2%  —                black  cattle,   64 

From  50  to  70,     -  -  5  -   '      ploughs^    -      4 

From  70  to  ico,  •  .  4  ■■  carts,    «      -    9 

Males,    -    -    -    -  .  34 

The  pd^ulatioii' of  Megget  in  179^;  was  80. 

Under  zo  years,    -  *  10  Number  of  inhabited  bou- 

From  10  to  20,    -  «  16  fes,     •    -    -    •    .     12 

From  20  to  50,    -  .  4a  —^  of  acres  under  tillage,  40 

From  50  to  70,    -  -  10  of  horfes,    .    -     -  15 

From  70  to  100,  -  -  a  —  of  Uack  cattle,    •     54 

Males,    -    .    •    -  .  37  .—^ of  ploughs,    -      -     3 

Females^     ....  43* 

The 
6 
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The  number  of  Iheep  in  both  pariflies  is  between  1O9OOQ 
and  zx,ooo« 

As  during  the  fummer  there  are  is  or  13  fervants  more 
in  Megget,  'and  3  or  4  more  in  Lyne  parilhi  moftlj  females^ 
employed  in  milking  ewesi  making  haj,  &c.  the  popubtion 
of  both  parilhes  will  amount,  at  a  medium,  to  about  160  *• 

There  are  no  artificer^  nor  mechanic^  iu  either  parifli,  ex- 
cept I  carpenter  at  Lyne,  who  has  commonly  a  or  3  appren- 
tices. The  relt  of  the  inhabitants  are  wholly  compofed  of 
farmers,  Ihepherds,  and  labourers,  with  their  families.  Their 
mode  of  living  «and  dreb  is  much  improved  of  late,  and  they 
enjoy,  in  moderation,  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  life. 
They  are  far  from  being  illiberal  in  their  religious  fentiments, 
aod  are  truly  exemplary  fof  decency  and  hofpitality.  All  the 
pariihioners  join  in  communion  with  the  Eftabliihed  Church, 
except  4  or  5  Cameron|anS|  and  Cometimes  a  or  3  Sieceders. 

Churchy  Stife^^  Heritors^  &p.«^The  church  is  an  old  edi« 
See,  and  appears  to  have  been  originally  a  Roman  Catholic 
chapel.  It  was,  till  lately,  i|i  a  ftate  almoft  ruinous,  but  is 
DOW  undergoing  a  thorough  repair.  It  will  afterward  be  a 
commodious  place  for  divbe  (ervice.  In  Megget,  their  is  nei- 
ther church  nor  chapel  of  any  kind.  Public  worihip  is  there* 
lore  performed  in  the  different  farm-houfes  by  rotation,  which 
is  far  from  being  either  decent  or  convenient.  The  value  of 
the  ftipeod,  including  the  glebe,  is  about  83  1.,  befides  the 
manfe.  His  Grace  of  Queeniberry  is  patrop.  He  is  alfq 
proprietor  of  both  parilhes,  except  the  farm  of  Henderlan^, 
and  a  iinall  heritage,  called  Lyn-townhead.    Lord  Hender* 

land. 


*  No  parochial  regifter,  eitber  of  births,  marriages,  or  deaths,  is  to  be  found ; 
but  it  ii  highly  probable  that  the  population  of  both  pariflies  has  decreaied  co«« 
fderably,  daring  the  iaft  40  years. 
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kndi  one  of  the  ilenators  of  the  College  of  Jttftice,  is  pro* 
prietor  of  the  former,  and  takes  hi^;  title  from  that  fana.  It 
is  not  eafy  to  afcertain  the  real  rent  of  the  parifb,  as  fines  or 
grafltims  are  taken  at  the  beginning  of  leafes,  inftead  of  ad- 
vanced rent. 

In/lanci  of  longevity,  &c. — ^The  onlj  remarkable  inilance 
of  longevity  that  can  be  remembered^  is  that  of  the  late  mioi- 
fter,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johofton.  Though  his  age  cannot  be  fiil« 
}j  authenticated,  as  the  regifter  of  the  parifli  where  lie  was 
born  is  loft/  yet  there  is  good  reafon  to  beliei(f,  that  he  died 
at  the  advanced  age  of  about  loi.  In  his  drefs  and  diet  he 
was  very  homely  and  fimple.  Regarding  the  manners  and 
cufioms  to  which  he  had  been  fo  long  habituated,  as  a  model 
for  fttcceeding  ages,  in  the  decline  of  life  he  confidered  eveiy 
deviation  from  them  as  a  corruption^  He  had  a  ftrong  anti* 
pathy  to  medicine  of  every  kind,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  ever  he 
made  nfe  of  any  in  hi^  life,  except  once.  He  enjoyed  a  fiate 
of  health  almoft  uninterrupted,  officiated  in  public  the  Sab- 
bath before  his  death,  and  was  getting  out  of  bed,  in  oider  to 
prepare  for  the  duties  of  the  next  Sabbath,  when  he  expired 
luddenly,  in  a  fainting  fir^  without  a  gro^n^ 

Poor^ — There  are  no  poor  in  this  parifb,  nor  have  there 
been  any  upon  the  poor's  roll  for  many  years  pad.  This  is 
owing  not  only  to  the  frugality  and  induflry  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, but  alfo  to  their  fenfc  of  honour,  and  independent  fpirit. 
In  eftabli(hing  poor's  rates,  the  defign  is  certainly  laudable,  but 
experience  teaches  ujs  that  they  are  attended  with  many  bad 
confequences.  Wherever  men  can  depend  on  fuitable  provifion 
being  made  for  them,  when  reduced  to  indigence,  they  are  di- 
veiled  ofthe  proper  ftimnlus  to  exertion ;  they  foon  Idfe  the  feofe 
of  fhame,   and  ere  tempted  to  fquander  away  in  diffipation^ 

what 
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what  would  otherwijEp  have  been  laid  up  for  the  evil  day. 
Some  of  the  neighbottriDg  pariihes  are  flriking  inflances  of  the 
truth  of  this  ohfervatiou.  In  our  lifter  kingdom,  the  evil  is 
ftill  growing  worfe  and  woife.  If  not  fpeedilj  corre&ed,  the 
burden  of  poor's  rates  will,  in  %  jjiprt  time,  become  altogether 
grievous  and  oppreflive. 

Sheep. — ^Both  in  Megget  and  Ljne,  the  &eep  are  all  of  the 
black-faoed,  conuQon  Scotch  kind,  and  thej  are  jaot  inferior 
in  quality  to  any  of  that  kind  in  this  part  pf  Scotland.  Af- 
ter repeated  experimentSt  the  farmers  in  this  diilrid,  are  poo« 
vinced  that  their  own  breed  is  more  hardy,  of  a  bet^r  ibdpe, 
and  more  eafily  fed  than  any  other  breed  with  whiph  ihtj  are 
acquainted,  Befides,  they  maintain,  that  there  is  a  greater 
demand  from  Engkuid  for  Scotch  flieep,  than  for  thofe  of  any 
other  kind*  For  thefe  reafons,  they  apprehend  that  it  wouU 
be  Tcry  dangerous  for  ^m,  wbofe  dependence  is  £»lely  upon 
their  Iheep,  to  attempt  any  innovation,  in  this  xefped,  pnlefi^ 
it  were  done  on  a  yery  bpcfM  fcale.  Upon  the  banks  of  Yar- 
row water,  a  crois  breed,  with  finer  wool,  has  been  gaioiQg 
ground  for  fome  time  pail,  but  they  arp  found  not  to  thrive 
fo  well  when  carried  to  the  higher  grounds  i^  Tweeddale.  It 
is  true,  that  an  attempt  has  been  lately  made,  with  cpnfider- 
able  fuccefs,  to  change  the  breed  upon  a  farm  near  the  hea4 
of  Mofiat  water  ;  but  it  ought  to  be  con{Ldered|  that  though 
fome  of  the  land  in  that  farm  be  among  the  higheft  in  the  S» 
of  Scotland,  yet  a  oonlidcrable  part  of  it  is  not  only  low, 
but  ihdxered  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  when  the  farms  in  Meg- 
get are  completely  ftbrmed  with  fnow,  the  iheep  on  that  larm 
are  at  no  lofs  for  pafture.  It  is  admitted,  that  the  wool  of 
the  black-faced  iheep,  is,  in  general,  very  coarfe,  but  per« 
haps  confiderable  improvement  might  be  made  on  it,  by  pay- 
ing more  attention  than  is  ufually  done,  to  the  fleece  of  the 
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rams  and  ewet,  which  are  kept  as  a  hreediDg  iloek.  Aftcf  I 
all,  if  it  can  be  afcertained,  firom  experiment  and  undonbced  ! 
faftsi  that  anj  change  whatever,  either  in  the  kind  or  ma- 
nagement  of  ikeep,  will,  upon  the  whole,  be  more  advas- 
fageous  to  (he'brmers,  than  the  mode  at  pr^fent  adopted,  it 
is  not  to  be  doubted,  Uiat  the  Kagacity  of  that  dida  of  mea, 
in  this  county,  will  foon  induce  them  to  puxfue  that  nlnn. 

Camfis  of  Dipopubuion.'^The  caufes  eommonlj  affign€4 
for  the  decreafe  of  population  in  this  diftrift,  are  tlic  demo* 
lilhtog  of  cottages,  and  the  junftion  of  iheep-£irms.  With 
refpeft  to  the  firll,  farmers  are  now  general!/  convinced  of 
the  neceffity  of  encouraging  cottagers,  bj  building  bonfies  for 
them,  t|iough  the  reverie  was  too  much  the  priAice  a  few 
jears  ago.  Cottagers,  by  living  at  a  diftanee  from  towns,  are 
commonly  ftrangers  to  diffipatibn  and  vice^  their  ehildren  are 
often  numerous  and  healthy,  and  almoft  always  make  the  beft 
country  fervants*  But,  with  regard  to  the  lifcood  canfe^  men 
of  oUervation  are  not  fo  unanimous,  ^r  it  Has  been  warm- 
ly dilpttted,  whether  extenive  fsrms  be,  upon  the  whole,  &• 
vourabk  or  unfavourable  to  the  population  and  profperity  of 
a  country.  Before  we  can  determine  this  point,  it  u  necet 
fary  that  we  attend  to  the  fituation  and  circumftances  of  the 
country  where  the  farms  lie.  In  the  vicinity  of  a  large  town, 
where  plenty  of  manure  can  be  procured,  or,  in  a  rich  foil, 
where,  by  means  of  lime  and  marl,  cultivation  may  be  car- 
sied  to  a  high  pitch,  farms  of  a  moderate  extent  are  certain- 
ly proper,  becaufe  the  culture  of  them  requires  many  bands, 
and  much  attention.  But  in  proportion  as  farms  are  more* 
diftant  from  the  means  of  improvement,  and  the  foil  of  them 
leGi  rich,  in  the  fame  proportion,  it  would  appear,  may  they 
increale  in  fize,  becaufe  the  quantity  of  land  under  tillage  be^ 
ing  neqefliirily  fmall,  Ie(s  attention  and  iodnftry  are  requifite. 
'  '■      ■ •       If 
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€  this  ieafoniag  1>e  well  foanded,  it  is  ^ideht  that  fmall 
arms  maf  ^omedmedi  be  unitedi  and  larger  fermsy  in  foiie 
aTes,  divided  to  advamage.  But  it  may  be  faid»  does  not 
he  junftion  of  fmall  farm^  tend,  in  evetj  inftancei  to  dimi- 
liCfa  the  population  of  a  Cotintrj;  and  is  not  the  publick  af 
ufierer  hj  it  i  We  muil  admit,  ihgt  where  the  induftry  of 
he  (mall  farmer  and  his  faimily  candot  be  turned  into  another 
channel  equally  l)eneficial  to  themfelire^  and  the  community, 
his  will  be  the  cale.^  On  the  other  hand,^  at  a  period  when 
He  demand  for  manufa^urers  is  great«  and  their  wages  hign, 
t  ma^  be  adyantsigcons  both  to  the  individuals  and  tht  publick, 
:hat  fdme  of  the  fmall  farmers  becomie  mdnufafturers.  The 
:afe  of  this  nfeful  elais  of  m6n,  is -indeed  much  to  be  pitied^ 
ivhen  they  are  turned  out  of  th^ir  fmall  poflcfBons^  where 
Lbere  is  no  demand  for  their  labour  m  any  other  line ;  they 
cnuft  theoi  either  emigrate  or  (larve;  and  the  country  will,  in 
^  (bprt  time,  feverely  feel  the  lofs*  It  appears,  thed,  that  the 
Rate  of  tirade  an jl  n^anufa&ures  ,muft  have  confiderabte  influ« 
eoce  in  regulating  the  fixe  of  farms  ;  fo  that  what  would  be 
found  policy  in  this  refpefit,  at  one  period,  would  be  the  rt- 
verfe  at  another*  If  it  be  faid,  that  after  all,  the  intere^  o^ 
the  proprietor  will  naturally  induce  him  to  ptefer  the  higheft 
offer  for  his  lands  ;  and  that  as  the  extenfive  farmer  Can  tf« 
ford  to  give  more  rent  than  fmall  tenants,  the  former  iif iti  Ob- 
tain the  preference,  and  farqns  will  continually  increafe  in 
fize  i  in  anfwer  to  this,  it  may  be  obfetved^  that  neither  the 
proprietor  nor  the  farmer,  even  in  a  flieep  country,  will  find 
it  his  advantage  that  the  farm  be  more  ezteniive  than  what 
one  perfon  can  properly  mabage.  The  proper  4iheck,  cfa^ni 
when  farms  become  overgrown,  appears  to  be.  at  hand  ^  and 
the  wifdom  of  providence  is  equally  confpicuous  in  this,  as 
in  many  other  infiahces^  whic^  often  efcape  oar  obiervd. 
tion.  r 
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Oa  the  whole,  it  will  perhaps  be  foond  to  be  the  fonndcil 
policy,  that  no  reftrabt  whatever  be  impofed  either  upon 
farming,  commerce,  or  manufaftures^  When  left  t6  themfel ves, 
thej  will  have  a  (Irong  mutual  influence  on  each  other,  and 
though  one  of  them  may  appear  to  gain  too  great  an  afceod- 
ancj  at  a  time,  yet  it  will  foon  be  checked  by  the  others,  and 
defoend  to  its  own  proper  level.  When  Government  is  fo 
wife'  as  not  to  interfere  in  thefe  matters,  it  will  find  its  advan- 
tage in  the  increafing  profperity  of  the  whole  ftate. 

Antiquities, — About  -«•  of  a  taile  W,  of  I^ne  church,  there 
is  a  famous  Roman  camp  of  about  6  acres  in  extent.  The 
Btuation  of  it  appears  to  have  been  chofen  with  great  judg- 
ment. The  road  leading  to  it  is  ftiU  vifible,  and  runs  through 
the  prefent  glebe.  The  ground  within  the  encampment  has 
been  frequently  ploughed,  and  it  is  faid,  that  Roman  coins^ 
tec.  were  frequently  found  in  it.  But  a»  this  camp  has  been 
often  defcribed,  it  is  judged  unneceffary  to  infift  more  on  it. 
In  Megget  there  are  the  remains  of  i  old  towers,  which  ap« 
pear  to  have  been  built,  partly  for  defence,  partly  for  accom- 
modating the  Kings  of  Scotland  when  on  their  hunting  par- 
ties in  the  foreft.  The  traces  of  3  or  4  roads  in  different  di- 
teAions  acrofs  the  hills  are  ilill  vifible,  at  what  period,  or 
t^ith  what  defign  they  were  formed,  is  uncertain.  Perhaps 
trhen  the  country  was  covered  with  wood,  they  were  cut  out 
for  the  Ehig  and  his  fuite  when  they  went  a-hunting.  At 
Henderland,  there  are  the  remains  of  an  old  chapel  and  bury- 
,  ing-ground.  The  infcriptioti  on  the  toinb-ftone  of  the  famous 
freebooter,  Cockbum  of  Henderland,  is  ftill  legible.  Boetius, 
Buthanaui  and  other  hiftorians,  inform  us,  that  gold  Was  for- 
tnerly  found  in  Glengaber  water,  and  fome  {mail  traces  ftill 
remain  of  the  ground  wluch  had  been  dug  in  fearch  of  that 
precious  metaU 

*        *"  MifcellaneoMs 


Of  Lyne  and  Megga.  56/ 

Mifcetlaneous  Olfervations Though  a  great  part  of  the 

land  in  Lyne  and  Meggct  has  been 'formerly  covered  with 
^wood,  jet»  at  prefent,  there  are  onlj  a  few  trees  around  the 
church  and  fome  of  the  fami-houfes.  The  old  trees  natural-^ 
I7  decay  through  time,  and  the  growth  of  young  ones  is  ef- 
feAually  presented  by  the  flieep  and  cat^e*  In  Mtfgget,  there 
is  plenty  of  moorfowl  in  good  feafons.  The  earn,  a  fpecies 
of  eagle  that  builds  its  neft  in  a  fmall  ifland  in  Lochflcencg 
fonnetimes  carries  off*  a  young  lamb,  eTen  in  view  of  the  &ep- 
herd.  Befides  the  neceflary  attention  which  the  flocks  of  (heep 
require,  the  iohabitaCnts  of  Megget  are  moftiy  employed  dur« 
ing  the  fummer  and  autumn  in  making  and  carrying  home 
their  peats,  in  cutting  and  leading  in  their  hay,  and  in  laying 
up  proTiiion  for  the  winter. 

Advantages  and  Dif advantages. — At  Lyne,  the  diflance 
from  coals  and  lime  is  not  great,  the  roads  are  good,  and  there 
are  a  convenient  bridges  over  the  water.  Thirlage  is  a  griev- 
ance juftly  complained  of.  The  want  of  a  falary  for  a  fchool- 
mafler,  is  hard  on  the  lower  clafs  of  people.  Megget  labours 
under  particular  difadvantages.  There  is  no  fchool  of  any 
kind  nearer  to  it,  than  that  of  Yarrow,  ivhich  is  8  or  9  miles' 
difiant.  This  want  is  feverely  felt,  efpecially  by  fervants 
who  have  large  families,  who  muft  either  fend  their  chiMrenf 
to  a  great  diilance  for  education.  Or  be  at  the  expenfe  of 
teaching  them  at  home.  Yet,  much  to  their  credit,  they  are 
not  inferior  in  religious  knowledge  to  any  of  their  neigh- 
bours. This  muft  be  afcribed  chiefly  to  the  diligence  and  at* 
tendon  of  their  parents,  who  are  atconfiderable  pains  to  in- 
ftill  into  the  tender  minds  of  their  offspring,  the  principles  of 
piety  and  virtue*  There  was  indeed  the  fum  of  50 1.  Ster- 
ling mortified  by  a  former  mioifter  of  Lyne,  and  the  intereft 
of  it  was  intended  as  a  falary  for  a  teacher ;  but,  though  that 

fum 
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foa  be  now  iacreafed  to  Sol.  Sterling,  yet  the  ioteieS  of  if 
is  fiu:  from  being  foffinent  to  fupport  an  efiabliihed  fchool^ 
auifler.  Among  the  difadyantages  peculiar  to  Mcs^eCy  it^ 
great  diftance  from  Lyne  chuich;  which  is  abont  14  miles, 
ought  not  to  be  omitted.  The  river  Tweed  runs  betw^ 
them^  and  the  road  is  remarkably  bad  and  fteep. 

•  •»«.        '  ^      ,./  •        •  ... 

Mnmi  of  MiKoraiion*''^A%  Megget  b  fometimes  alaioft 

inaooefiible  daring  %  or  3  months  in  winter,  on  account  of 
the  fteep  hills  and  rough  roads,  nothing  would  tend  more  to 
promote  the  comfiMrt  and  conyenienoe  of  iu  inhabitants,  than* 
%  paflable  road  up  Mano)r  water.     If  it  were  carried  up  the 
Harrow  glen  oppofite  to  Manor-bead,  which  is  praAicable, 
and  afterward  down  Glenga^  water,  great  part  of  thii  pre- 
icnt  fteep  pull  wpuld  be  fsvcd^  and  the  traveller  would  de- 
rive eflential  benefit  from  it.    It  is  true,  that  the  expenfe 
would  be  coofiderable,  but  the  fum  which  was  lately  expend^ 
ed  in  obtaining  an  aft  of  parliament  for  making  roads  in  the 
eounty,  would  have  been  fufficient  for  making  that  road. 
It  is  certainly  very  liard,  efpecially  on  poor  counties,  whctf 
they  are  obliged  to  fpend  about  460 1.  Sterling,  in  order  to 
obtain  leave  to  lay  out  their  oWn  money  in  the  way  they  . 
think  beft.    The  writer  of  this  has  no  objeft  in  view,  but 
the  good  of  his  country ;  and  it  will  be  admitted,  that  fevr 
things  are  more  conducive  to  its  improvement,  than  good 
TOads  upon  a  liberal  plan,  and  m  a  proper  direftion.    As  thi^ 
is  a  national  concern,  aiod  hot  confined  to  any  particular  di& 
trift,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  at  fome  future  period  it  may  meetf 
with  all  the  attention  it  deferVes. 

That  confiderable  improvement  has  been  lately  made  oni 
the  roads,  cannot  be  denied  j  but  it  will  alfo  be.  admitted^ 
that  they  are  br  from  having  attained  that  perfieftion,  eikhe^ 
in  the  direftion  or  execution  of  them,  to  which  Aey  msy  be- 

catned.' 
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earned.    It  is  oerUinly  the  intereft  of  trerj  membef  of  tb^ 
comniTiiutj,  tbftt  the  communicatioa  from  one  place  to  an* 
ptb^r  be  rendered  as  eafy  as  poflibk ;  but  gentlemen  of  land* 
ed  property  appear  to  be  Qiotc  oonceroed  in  this  than  others ; 
For,  if  their  tenants  are  obliged,  on  account  of  the  fteepoeff 
^uid  ronghnels  of  the  road»  to  employ*  4  carts  in  carrying 
what  would  otherwifo  have  been  an  eafy  load  for  3,  it  if 
evident  that  the  ezpenfe  moft  ultimately  fall  upon  the  pro- 
prietor.   Thongh  the  management  of  the  money  arifing  from 
turnpikes  is*  with  great  propriety,  committed  to  the  tru^ees 
of  the  different  counties,  yet  it  may  be  doubted  if  the  plan- 
ning and  original  direfiion  of  the  roads  be  lafeft  in  the  £une 
hands.    Wherever  men  are  interefted,  there  they  are  not 
competent  judges  ;  this  is  perhaps  the  reafbn,  that^  in  making 
joadsy  the  pi^J^lick  f ntereft  b  fometiows  iJMri^ced  to  the  pre* 
tended  intereft  of  individuals.    Were  the  gentlemen  of  tho 
different  counties  to  agree,  that  the  planning  of  the  roads  in 
their  own  county  (hould  be  left  to  a  deputation  of  geptlemn 
from  a  neighbouring  one,  the  obje&ion  would,  in  a  great 
meafure,  be  obviated ;  for,  in  that  cafe,  private  or  political 
intereft  would  have  fmall  influence.   With  rfgard  to  the  great 
^oads  tjirough  the  kingdom,  would  it  not  be  of  advantage  t^ 
the  nation,  were  commilSoners  appointed  by  parliament,  un« 
der  proper  reftriftions,  t^  fuperintend  this  branch  of  poblick 
nolice  \  and  if  a  or  3  engineers  were  added  to  the  commiCk 
Aon,  we  might  reafonably  expe^  that  beauty  and  utility 
would  foon  be  united,  and  their  joint  labours  tend,  in  a 
2derable  degree*  to  promote  the  publick  good. 
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NUMBER    XXXVIIL 
PARISH   OF   GAMBUSNETHAN. 


(COUKTT    QF   LaHAUK,    StKOD    O?   GLASGOW   AH^    ^TR| 
PRSSSYTERX  OF  HaUILTOW.) 


By  th  R^*  Mr.  Jobk  Lockbart. 


Name,  Siiuaiign,  Etsteni^  Rivers,  &c, 

CAM-UISE9  in  the  Gaelic  language,  fignifies  '^  cunre, 
or  bend  of  water.''  The  old  church  of  this  parilh 
was  fituated  near  a  fine  bending  of  the  river  Clyde,  and  feems 
to  have  been  dedicated  to  St.  Nethan>  whom  Archbilhop  Ulher, 
in  his  Britt.  Ecc.  Ant.  calls  "  Religioriffimus  et  dodiiEmus 
Nethan.''  This  faint  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  St.  Ne&anas,  men- 
tioned  in  D.  Chanabers's  catalogue.  This  parifli  is  Ctuated 
in  the  middle  ward  of  Lanarkihire,  and  commiflariot  of  Ha- 
milton and  Campfie.  The  length  of  the  parifh,  in  a  N.  £• 
direftion  from  Clyde  to  the  confines  of  Whitbom,  is  nearly 
iZf  and  its  average  breadth  about  %i  EngUih  miles.    It  is 

14  miles 
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14  miles  diftant  ffom  Glalgow,  9  from  Lanark,  and  4  from 
Hamilton,  which  ia  thp  market  and  p^il^town.  The  Clyde 
affords  (almpo,  pike,  trout,  ai^d  pari:^.  The  Calder  is  little 
more  than  a  rivulet,  and  is  remarkaUe  for  tl^e  beauty  of  its 
banks.  There  is  another  fmall  flream,  which  runs  ^rols.  the 
higher  part  of  the  pariib,  called  the  i^uphter. 

Surfac€  and  Sbf/«--^Tbe  haughs  on  the  Clyde  are  eittenfiye 
and  beautiful.  A  confiderable  part  of  them  forms  a  lawn  iqi 
front  of  the  manfioo->houfe  of  Cambufixethan  y  the  other  part 
is  regularly  enclofed,  and  well  ^nltirated.  On  the  bank, 
-which  rifes  over  the  haugh-grounds,  there  are  eztenfive  or- 
chards ;  behind  the(e,  coppjice- woods,  OT  regular  plantations, 
nfford  a  complete  (belter  from  ^^e  eafterly  winds.  From  the 
river  to  the  fumm\t  of  thji^  bankt  the  ave^e  diftance  is  about 
\  of  an  Engliflk  mile :  from  this  fummit,  the  pariib  has,  upon 
the  whole,  a  gentle  rife  to  its  fartheft  pointy  whicb  muft  be 
of  confiderable  eleratioiv.  The  foil  is  generally  clay,  with  % 
till  bottom ;  but  as  the  day  is,  in  fome  places,  much  ftronger 
than  in  otbcnsr  or  the  foil  much  deeperj^  there  are  very  differ- 
^t  degrees  of  fertility.  In  the  middle,  and  higher  part  of 
the  pariJbf  the  foil  is  mo%,  or  ipixed  with  a  black  land,  pe^ 
culiarly  unfavourable  to  vegetation.  The  foil  of  the  lower 
diftriA  produces  yery  good  grain,  and  iai  capab]te  of  great  im^ 
jprov^ment. 

Agriathuru-'-CMA  are  the  chief  objeft  of  auention.  Maiqp 
content  themfelves  with  railing  two  or  three  crops  of  this 
kind,  and  then  lay  their  fields  in  grafs.  In  the  cafe  of  fum« 
mer  fallowing  (a  prafiice  which  has  not,  till  of  late,  been 
introduced  into  this  parifli),  the  ploughing  is  performed 
with  two  horfes :  however,  except  in  this  cafe,  the  old 
Scotch  plough,  which  cannot  be  drawn  by  lels   than  three 

Vol.  XII.  4G  horfes 
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hprfes,  IS  almoll  univerfally  employed.  The  fanners,  who 
pcrfift  in  the  ufe  of  this  inftrument,  feem  difpofed  Co  thinks 
that  where  the  ridges  are  properly  levelled,  the  two  hoife- 
plough  is,  in  all  refpefts,  preferable.  It  is  found  moft  cxpe- 
client'  to  have  the  ridges  gently  rounded,  and  of  a  moderate 
}>readth  *•  The  farmers  in  th«  lower  part  of  the  parifli  fre- 
quently adopt  the  following  rotatjoo  of  crops,  and  mode  of 
culture:  zil'year,  oats,  fliine  on  the  fward  ;  ad,  peafe,  or 
Deans  ;  3d,  oats  ;  4t1i,  fummer  fallow  and  wheat ;  dung  laid 
on  the  land  in  fallow  ;  jth,  peafe,  or  beans  ;  6th,  oats  or  bar- 
ley, laid  down  with  grafs-feeds.  The  ground  then  lies  in  grafs 
for  5  or  6  years.  The  following  rotation  and  mode  of  cul- 
ture have  been  lately  introduced  by  an  Engliih  improver:  xft 
year,  oats ;  2d,  fall6w  and  wheat.  The  dung  and  lime  are 
wholly  applied  to  this  crop  :  the  lime  is  put  on  hot  in  pow- 
der; after  which  there  are  two  ploughings,  then  the  dang  it 
put  on  \  the  dung  is  ploughed  down,  the  lime  up  ;  3d,  peafe, 
or  beans  ;  4th|  barley  and  grafs-feeds.  *      *  '     * 

Rents,^^QoodL  land  rents  from  20  s.  to  30  s.  the  acre.     The 

valued  rent  of  the  whole  parilh  is  54001.  los.  Scotch.  The 
real  rent  is  moderately  calculated  at  3300 1.   Sterling,  ex- 

clufiv^ 

•  Th^  fcarcity  in  the  year  1782,  led  Mr.  Rankin  of  Glafgow,  who  was  mi* 
nifler  of  the  p'trtlh  at  that  time,  to  calculate  the  annual  produce  of  ^nun  on  an 
average,  when  it  appemred  thit  there  was  k  produce  of  11,520  bolis^,cf  which 
it  was  fuppofed  2080  might  be  for  eiportation.  Aa  the  farmers,  in  this  pariffa, 
many  of  them  againft  their  intereft,  'depend  on  the  plough  for  payment  of  their 
rent,  they  muft  have  fufiered  confiderably  on  thatoccAfion.  The  ufualfurplss 
tbovc  mentioned,  atid  1760  bolls  flour  and  i^hite  peafe  Imported,  ihow  a  total 
deficiency  in  crop  lySa,  of  3S40  bdlls.  The  white  peafe,  from  England,  gave 
great  relief  to  the  poor,  as  they  wei'e  fold  at  x  s.  a  peck,  which  is  the  average 
price  of  oat>meaI. 

t  The  lime  is  brought  from  a  fpot  in  the  parilh  of  Carluke  7  or  S  mllci 
diftant,  •     .      .,  .       •     . 
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dufive  of  tht  rent  paid  for  coal  and  iron-ftone,  which  is  odIt 
143  1.  The  rate  of  feus  the  rood  is,  in  geaerali  16  &•  a-jrear. 

Fencis  and  Orchards. — Thorn-hedges  are  generally  pre- 
ferred, bat  as  the  nature  of  the  foil  expofes  them  to  the  dan«- 
ger  of  becoming  fogged,  it  has  been  found  neceiTarj  to  have 
the  mound,  in  \7hich  the  thorns  are  ioferted^  highly  raifed  and 
enriched  with  dung.  The  ftroogeft  clay  is  preferred  for  or<- 
chard  ground*  .  On  an  average,  the  annual  value  of  the  fruit 
raifed  on  an  acre  of  land,  is'  fuppofed  to  amount  to  zo  I.  Ster-r 
ling.  When. we  reckon,  .%long  with  this  fum,  the  yalue  of 
the  undergrowth,  which  is  little  Ihort  of  ^hat  the  land  would 
yields  if  cultivated  in  the  ordinary  way,  ft  ill  more,  when  we 
confider  that  fruit*  trees  thrive  beft  on  thofe  inaccefllble  fpots 
which  could  not  be  employed  advanugeoufly  in  railing  any 
other  produce,  we  lha}I  be'fenfible  of  the  great  profit  to  be  de* 
rived  from  this  way  of  employing  land,  where  the  foil  and 
climate  are  favourable  A  profitable  orchard  has  a  large  pro- 
portion of  pear*trees. 

Minerals^  Su. — There  is  abundance  of  excellent  coal,  ca« 
pable  of  being  wrought  with  great  eafe  :  It  is,  therefore,  ex- 
tremely probable,  that  the  propoftd  canal  between  Edin- 
burgh and  Glafgow,  will  have  its  cburfe  tlirough  this  parilh. 
The  price  of  8  cwt.  of  coal,  is  is.  6d.  The  colliers  have,' 
in  general,  half  the  coal  put  out,  as  wages*.  Many  of  the 
colliers  employed  here,  betook  thennfelves  to  their  difagree- 
able  labour  at  an  advanced  period  of  life  ;  but  they  abundant- 
ly compenfate  for  their  want  of  regular  training,  by  tlieir  fo- 
briety  and  diligence.  In  this,  as  tvell  as  in  all  the  neigh- 
bouring pariibes,  there  are  gre^^t  quantities  of  iron-ftone. 
There  is  likewife  abundance  of  free-ftone.  As  the  materials 
fqr  making  roads  are  very  bad,  it  requires  conilant  attention, 
and  great  expenfe  to  keep  the  roads  in  proper  repair. 

4  C  a     •  Populatim^ 
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p€f9laiiom.^^inet  the  retarn  wis  made  to  Dr.  W^Uteff 
in  the  yeir  1755*  the  ^^alation  of  this  pariik  has  greedy 
increiledy  as  will  apftear  froni  the  fbUowing  popoktioii  table 
of  the  pariih  of  Gambttfiiethaii. 

PoroiuLTSOH  TiUiLi;^  flu. 

14x9 
»43  J43 

t%9  SM 

Menbtti  of  tlie  EftaUiihei 

DiflcamciicUeif  Bot^ir^o* 
cedent  -  •  614 


Kiioil>er  of  taah  ie  1711, 

Hk^'m  i7$5,           •  « 

Incmfe  in  t6  jtsxiy              •  * 

PopnUtion  in  17919               *  • 
lAcmft  in  10  yein^ 

Total  increafe  in  y6  yean,  • 

Number  of  inhabitants  in  villages,  409 

'— -^o manied  perfons,  st6 

I     ■■  ■         nweanied  above  ae 

joars  of  ^1^       -  47« 

-  between  10  aed  so^  aaS 

■^           -  459 


UK9^       -            >•.** 

•  Boriab 

regiftered  fi*  10  7cars»  es- 

Si^tifiitf  r^giiUredlbr  10  Tears. 

tMve  of  cUldten  and  poor  pee. 

^ 
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sa 
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.       -        t9 

ta 

»7»3 

-        .        30 

zt 

«7«4 

-       -       3« 
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-       -        3* 

J^ 

^%6 

-       -       33 

14 

«7^ 
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as 

t^%t 

-       -       34 

33 

X7»9 

-       -       34 

19 

X7po 

^       .       at 

Total,    31 E 

^30 
ai4 

Aimual  avcraie,    |i  i 

-xetk 

as4^ieili9 

f^tOtfgef. 

•  Spideinicaldifeafes,etc^  tbofe  peceUar  to  c&iUran,  a^  fcarcely  knovm 
liere.  There  an  federal  pcifo&a  in  the  pariA,  whofa  age  eicecda  90  |ettf« 
Upoethe  whole,  the  diautc  u  Otraatl/ li^owabia  to  health. 
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P^DEtBrjrr^.— -T^t  late  lacreafe  of  inhabitants  h  paitlj  owing 
to  the  pTDximitj  ctf  the  Omoa  iron-worksi  in  the  parifli  «C 
Shotts,  hnt  chieflj  to  the  convenient  fitoatten  of  a  riSago  oa 
the  lands  of  Wiikaw  and  Coltnefs.  This  TiUage  bad  ao«S. 
iftence  ao  years  ago.  In  confeqnence  of  its  efeftion,  Chetv 
are  few  cottages  attached  to  partieular  faroM,  and  another 
village,  led  conrenientlj  fituated,  which  was  fomerlj  of 
confiderable  extent*  is  fait  going  into  decaj.  Of  the  tradcC- 
men.  Who  inhabit  the  village,  and  indeed  the  parifh  at  laq^ 
Acre  are  few  employed  by  mano&Aoring  companies ;  aad 
therefore  it  Teems  uanecefiary  to  give  a  pirticular  lift  of  dif- 
ierent  proleifions* 

Road/4'-^'The  great  road  from  Glalgow  to  Lanark,  nms 
throogh  the  parifli.  It  will  be  little  frequented,  when  die 
new  road  on  the  S.  fide  of  the  Clyde  is  finiflied.  The  fta« 
tute-laboar  has  been  chiefly  devoted  to  the  lower  part  of  dm 
panfli* 

EccUfiqflical  Siaii.^^It  appear^  that  this  pariih  waa  for<> 
merlj  attached  to  the  abbacy  of  Kdfo.  When  die  Referma* 
tion  took  place,  the  tciads  were  granted  to  the  family  of 
Roxburgh.  The  Duke  of  Hamilton  is  now  titular.  Mr. 
Lockhart  of  Caftlehilly  proprietor  of  the  eftate  of  Cambud 
-nethao,  is  patron.  The  value  of  the  living,  excluiive  of 
manfe  and  glebe,  amounts  to  nearly  13O 1.  SterUng.  The 
ftipend  is  chiefly  paid  in  oat-meal. 

Scboola$id  Poar.'^Tht  fchoolmafter's  (alary  U  aoo  merk^* 
Re  has  a  free  houfe,  but  no  garden.  The  average  number 
of  fcholars  is  about  60.  The  fchool-wages  a-quarter,  are,  for 
reading  englifliy  is*  6d.y  reading  and  writing,  la*  pd.,  arith* 
ttetic  and  latin,  as.  6d*  each.— In  order  to  avoid  the  impo« 
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fidoa  of  a  legal  ftent  for  maintminiog  the  poor,  the  non^it 
fiding  heriton»  and  the  members  of  the  Burgher  congregi 
tioa  volontadlj  cootribute  ail.  5  s.  Sterling,  amiuall j,  which 
with  the  iotereft  of  83  U  ftQck,  the  weekly  coUeftions,  and  th( 
mortcloth  money,  ufudlj  makes  up  the  fum  of  66L  Sterling 
This  fum  is  fonnd  fufficieot,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor, 
when  the  prices  of  provifioos  are  moderate:  On  extraordinsi] 
occafions,  the  charity  of  individuals,  of  every  rank,  is  liberal 
The  kirk-feffion  takes  the  entire  management,  of  the  poor's 
money,  but  they  fubmit  an  exa&  flatement  of  their  expendi- 
ture, every  half  year,  to  the  heritors :  Upon  thefe  occafions, 
the  poorVroU  is  made  up,  and  when  it  is  neceflary,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Burgher  feiEon,  report  the  date  of  the  paupers 
attached  to  their  congregation. 

Zi^r/iriV/— -The  inhabitants  of  this  parifli,  have  given  a 
good  fpecimen  of  their  chara&er  and  tafte,  in  the  inllitutian  of 
two  libraries,  fupported  by  an  annual  fubfcription,  and  con- 
taining a  judicious  feledion  of  books,  entertaining,  hiftorical, 
moral,  and  religious. 

For  the  prices  of  labour  and  proviiions,  with  other  articles 
of  the  fame  kind ;  reference  is  made  to  the  ftatiilical  account, 
of  contiguous  paxiflics. 
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l!f UMBER  Xl^glX, 
PARISH  OF   ABERDOUR, 
j[Cqunt7  and  Stmoj)  of  Aberdeen,  Presbytery  of  Dee^ «]^ 
Bf  the  Rev,  Mr.  Andrew  Youngson. 

*  ,        r  ...  ^ 

Kame^  Extent^  Surface^  Soit^  &c. 

THE  parifli  takes  its  name  from  a  rivulet,  or  burn,  which 
difcharges  itfelf  into  the  fea,  about  lOO  paces  below 
the  church.  The  form  of  the  parifli  is  irregular,  its  extent 
from  E.  to  W.  Along  the  fea-coaft,  or  Murray  Frith,  is  6f 
miles,  the  church  being  nearly  in  the  middle,  and  clofe  to  the 
fea  ;  from  the  N.  £.  to  the  S.  W.,  it  extends  about  9  miles 
habitable,  6efides  a  large  extent  of  roofs  and  moor  ground. 
Its  breadth  from  the  church  on  the  N.  coaft  fouthward,  is  6f 
miles  ;  but  between  the  S.  E.  corner  of  the  parifli,  and  the 
reft  of  the  pari(h  of  Aberdour,  part  of  the  pariQi  of  Tjrie, 
for  about  a  mile  of  breadth,  intervenes,  and  cuts  off  3  fami 
towns,  extending,  where  broadeft,  about  a  mile  and  a  fialf, 

and 
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wd  muoh  tbont  the  lame  length ;  and  where  there  are  93  is. 
habitants.  This  detached  part  of  the  parilh  is  believed  to  hxn 
been  formerly  grazing  places  for  the  tenets  on  the  fea-coaft 
cf  the  lands  of  Aberdour,  of  which  barony  it  is  ftill  m  part 
The  face  of  the  country  is  very  oneven,  and  the  foil  of  verj 
different  qualities  :  the  foil  of  the  corn-fields  on  the  iea..coa& 
is  partly  clay,  or  ^ed  loam,  but  mofily  of  a  light  liladc,  or 
gravelly  quality  $  and  in  the  moors,  the  foil  is  light  bla^  cold 
and  watery.  In  the  W.  fide  of  the  pa^ih  are  3  deep  hollows, 
with  a  rivulet  in  each,  called  the  den  of  Aberdonr,  the  4en  of 
Auchmeddeni  and  the  den  of  Troup.  Each  of  thefe  dens,  as 
they  advance  from  the  fea-coaft,  branch  out  on  each  fide  bto 
many  other  lefler  ones,  till  they  end  at  laft  in  moflSes  aod 
moorsy  about  a  or  3  miles  from  the  ica.  On  each  fiide  of 
fhefe  dens  (as  they  are  called),  for  about  a  mile,  or  little  more, 
from  the  fea,  the  groimd  is  moftly  arable,  and,  in  general,  of 
jt  kindly  foil,  producing  preitj  good  crops  df  grain,  whei»  okk 
perly  managed ;  but  the  high  ground,  or  ridge  between  them, 
is  a  wretchedly  poor  heath,  incapable  of  any  improvement 
for  the  moil  par|,  but  at  an  expenfe  far  beyond  what  it  could 
ever  repay,  unlefs  iituated  in  the  neighbouihood  of  a  great 
town.  The  bum  in  the  weftmoft  of  ^hefe  dens  is  the  boun- 
dary between  the  pariihes  of  Aberdour  and  Gamery,^  The 
£.  fide  of  the  parifii  is  more  level,  and  confifts  of  corn-fields, 
feme  of  a  pretty  good  foil,  others  very  poor^  ^uterlperied 
with  heath,  and  near  the  fea,  with  large  tracka  of  ground, 
producing  a  coarfe  kind  of  gm(s,  called  by  the  oquntry  peo- 
ple reelk.  In  the  S.  par|  of  the  pariih  is  the  dei\  of  Glaiby, 
in  which  runs  alfo  a  bum,  the  head  of  the  N.  branch  of  the 
river  Ugie,  into  which  it  difcharges  itfelf  at  Rora,  in  the  pa- 
rifh  of  Longfide,  paffiog  by  the  ^hurch  of  Strichen  in  its  way. 
On  the  N.  fide  of  this  dcii,  and  facing  the  S.,  are  pret;ty  large 
Corn-fieldS;  but  th?  greater  part  of  this  fide  oi^  the  pariih  con^ 
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fills  of  mo£i  and  moor,  gnd  here  and  there  corn-fields,  galne4 
from  thefe,  with  fiarmrtQwns  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from 
one  another  ;  on  the  W-  )>order  of  the  parifliy  and  along  its 
whole  breadthy  are  cpnt^nu^  mofies  and  moors. 

Sea^CoaJl^  Cavsi^  Cq/lle,  Cairnr,  Sec.— The  fea-ooaft  in  this 
diflrid:  conlifis  of  high  rpc^ » thpfe  to  the  W.of  the  phnrch  re- 
markably fo,  and  in  the  whole  length  of  the  parifli  there  are 
onl  J  3  openings,  where  boa^  can  land,  one  near  the  borders  of 
Pitfligo,  one  immediately  below '  the  church,  and  one  at  die 
N*.  W.  comer  of  the  pariifa,  where  the  burns  of  Troup  and 
Andimedden  difchargf  themfelves  into  (he  fea,  and  where, 
alK>ut  50  jeais  ago,  was  a  fmall  neat  and  convenient  harbour, 
where  ihips  from  the  neighbouring  fea^ports  ufed  tP  winter, 
as  well  as  to  land,  but  which  beting  negleOed,  is  now  t^tall^ 
defiroyed,  not  a  veftige  of  the  piers  remaining,  but  the  ftonea 
of  which  they  were  bnilt^  and  which  have  fo  entirely  fille4 
up  the  former  bafon,  that  it  is  with  difficulty  that  the  fi{hing| 
boats,  3  in  number,  with  6  hands  each,  can  land.  Here  is  a 
fifliing.town,  confifting  of  izo  inhabitants,  in  general  very  fo- 
be^,  induftrious,  well  behaved  people.  Along  the  fea-coaft  are 
many  caves,  entering  from  the  £ea.  The  moft  remarkable 
one  is  at  the  N.  £.  comer  of  the  parifh,  near  the  borders  of 
Pitfligo  pariih,  called  Cows-haven,  which  runs  up  through 
the  country,  no  body  knows  how  far^  though  feveral  people 
have  proceeded  as  fu:  as  the  air,  whidh  is  foul  (the  entrance 
of  the  cave  being  moftly  choked  with  the  fand  and  pebbles 
thrown  up  by  the  fea),  would  allow  them  to  do  with  fafety  *• 

Vol.  XII.  4  D  About 

*  There  ue  two  othen  in  the  hty  of  Aberdour,  near  the  chorch,  thnmtli 
which  the  tide  flows.  The  eaftmoft  of  thofe  is  quite  dry  at  low  water,  co- 
ycrcd  wi&  t  fine  fand,  and  aflbxds  t  pleafant  retreat  in  a  warm  fummer's  day, 
as  Witt  i>  an  a|secaUe  paflage  to  the  tocks  on  the  other  fide :  It  is  ^  feet  long, 
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A^ut  )ialf  a  mile  Engliih  £•  from  the  church,  is  the  file  and 
retnains  of  the  ancient  caille  of  Elundargue,  upon  a  rock  o£ 
red  free-ftone,  64  feef  high  from  the  }>each immediately  bei|a^Kr, 
261  feet  in  lexigth,  38  ^eet  mean  breadth,  making  an  area  of 
ntBxly  29  falls,  furrounded  by  the  fea,  when  the  tide  flow^^ 
e:^cept  a  harrow  neck  of  rock  and  earth,  which  jpins  the  caftle 
rock  to  the  land,  the  breadth  12  feet,  where  it  joins  the  land, 
b^t  decreafes  gradually,  till  it  read}  the  entrjr  of  the  caftle, 
where  it  is  only  about  4  feet  wide.  Here  the  rock  has  been 
cut,  but  in  place  of  the  dr^w-^ridge,  which  (it  is  probable^ 
has  formerly  given  accei^  to  the  caftle,  the  narrow  rock  is 
made  up  with  earth,  iij  order  to  enable  the  tenants'  cattle  to 
get  at  the  fine  grafs  lyhich  grows  on  the  rock  *•     There  is  a 

VLZ  feet  broad,  zl  feet  high,  and  the  arch  moft  neatly  jointed.  The  other 
cive  is  palrallel  tb  this,  aAd  diitant  from  It  only*  4a  feet,  is  neTO-  quite  dry  at 
low  water,  but  can  be  paflfed  thtoogh  with  dry  foot,  npon  a  nnmber  of  Imrgo 
ftpnes  which  lie  |n  it :  it  is  iqo  feet  U^ng,  ^14  fe^t  ^rdad,  13  feet  high,  sad 
the  rock  over  thefe  is  70  feet  high,  and  is  joined  tq  the  main  land  by  a  neck  v£ 
earth,  of  about  2' feet  wide ;  a  part  of  the  rock  runs  off  on  the  £.  fide,  al- 
moft  at  right  angles  from  the  cayes,  and  forms  an  anch  46  feet  broad,  and  ai  feet 
high,  through  which  thp  fea  aUb  flows  ^t  high  water. 

*  The  only  part  of  the  caftle  npw  fhmding,  is  the  entry.  The  whole  breadth 
of  the  front  is  only  12  feet,  the  door  is  4  feet  a  inches  wide,  6  fieet  |ugh,  and  is 
arched';  the  height  of  the  walls  i^  feet  7  inches ;  the  length  of  the  fidc-walls 
ftill  ftanding,  ih  10  feet  tf  inches';  there  are  no  dther  remains  of  the  caftle  walls, 
except  the  infide  of  the  foundation,  the  outfide  having  falltndown,  owing  to  the- 
.  mouldering  away  of  the  rock  on  which  it  Nvas  boilt,  Thep^  is  a  fine  level  grten, 
where  the  outworks  have  been,  which  has  been  fecured  on  the  land  fide,  by  a 
wall  (the  foundation  of  which  ftilT  remains)  of  the  fame  kSnd  of  ftooe  with  the 
caftle  rock,  cementbd  with  lime,  after  the  manner  of '^hat  ii  commonly  called^ 
itm-lim^,  as  the  remains  of  the  caftle  h^ve  alfo  been,  and  which  renders  the 
walls  fo  firm,  that  you  may  more  eafily  break  the  (tone,  than  feparate  it  from  the 
lime ;  on  the  outfide  of  this  wall  or  rampart,  is  a  di7  ditch  t^  §t€t  long^  and 
0ill  50  feet  wjde,  and  6  feet  deep :  running  parallel  to  this,  are  a  other  ditches,* 
of  the  fame  length  with  it ;  the  firft  of  thefe  fi  11  feet  wide,  and  to  feet  deep, 
the  mound,  or  the  dift|nce  l^etweeii  it  and  the  dry  ditdi,  or  moat  )aft  mentioned^ 
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lirge  dairh  of  ftones  at  Coburtj,  aboiit  if  miles  £.  from  the 
^horch  ;  from  this  cairn  a  eonfiderable  part  of  the  ilones  being 
takea  awaj  to  build  enclofures^.  and  ihe  esirth  belb'^r  where 
thej  laj  being  digged  up  for  making  dunghills,  it  wsfs  found 
to  be  mixed  with  a  number  of  hunxm  bones  *• 

Dtfiafei\r^^Tbxx^  lire  no  difeafes  peculiar  to'  this  dlftrlA, 
the  bodilj  complaint  that  moft  prevails  among  all  ranks, 
young  and  old,  is  rheumatifm. 

frafrietorSf  Cburcb^  SchooUboufey  &c, — ^There  are  dnl j  twp 
4  I>  a  heritors 

is  40  feet.  The  breadth  of  the  Uft,  kdA  outer  parallel,  is  irregular,  from  5  to  S 
feet,  aod  its  depth  4  feet ;  the  diftance  between  it  aod  the  former  pa'r^lel  is  1% 
feet.  Though  .this  foprtrels  could  now  be  of  ]2ttle  fervice,  even  if  ^maining  in 
lU  former  ftr^agth^  being  commtfn^ed  bj  the  ftdghbooriog  grovnd,-  yet  before 
the  life  of  great  guns,  it  mtift  have  been  a  very  ftrong  place,  and  cguld  have  re- 
ceived fuppUes  of  m^  ana  provifions  by  fca,  as  at  full  tide  a  fmall  veflel  could 
halre  lain  xi>  ii  the  verf  foot  of  the  caflle  rOck  ;  the  garrifos,  hov^ver,  might 
have  been  ftarved  for  vrsat  of  water,  by  ciitting  the  pipes,  whicit  conveyed  the 
water  to  the  Caftl^,  from  A.fpring  tbo&t  too  paces  diftant,  fome  remaiflsof 
'^hich  pipes  have  been  found  of  Itte  years  by  the  tenants,  in  digging  the  ground 
between  the  caflle  and  Spring.  And  tridition  fays,  that  it  was  this  circumflanct 
which  obliged  ^enry  de  BeaumdQt*  the  £ngliih  Earl  of  Buchan,  to  capitulate, 
when  befieged  therein  by  Andrew  Murray,  regent  of  Scotland,  during  the  cap* 
fivity  of  iLing  David  Bmkce,  in  the  yeat  ^336. 

*  The  tradition  is,  that  the  Danes  having  landed  on  (he  Buchan  coaft,  and 
pillaging  the  country  in  their  way  fo  Murray,  then  in  pofTciTion  of  their  coun* 
trymen,  wcTe  c6me  up  Ivith,  at  the  place*  where  now  ftand  the  cairns  of  Memfle 
in  the  perifli  6f  Ratheir,  by  tfte  Scotch  army,  and  d«feate<^,  tluee  of  their  leaders 
being  llain,  over  wh6fe  buried  bodies  the  3  caStiis  tlierc  were  railed,  on  the  very 
fpot  where  each  of  them  fell ;  that  the  Dane£  retreattd,  and  were  again  ovtr- 
taken  aJod  defeated  at  Cobnrty,  the*  cairn  beings  raifed  over  the  grrrcs  of  their 
flain  ;  and  that  the  remains  of  this  j>anifh  army  were  finally  defeated  and  cut 
to  pieces,  on  a  heath  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  W.  from  the  cfiurch  of  Oamery, 
which  mil  retains  the  name  of  the  Bloody  Pott ;  in  memory  of  which  vidbry, 
the  dmik  of  x  of  their  flain  leaders  were  built  into  the  itifide  of  the  church  wall 
where  two  of  tiiem  ftill  remain,  the  other  being  coofumed  through  Utigth  of 
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lieritors  in  the  parifli,  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen^  who  has  that  pari 
of  the  parifli  W.  from  the  church,  and  Mr.  Gordon  of  Aber- 
dour,  that  on  the  £.  of  it,  and  who  refidesonhis  eftateat  Aber« 
dour  houfe.  The  fiibrick  of  the  churdi  is  rtfj  old,  being 
buUt  before  0ie  Reformation,  but  in  what  age  is  not  known. 
About  30  years  ago,  the  aile  was  rebuilt,  and  ibiiit  yeaca  af- 
ter, t)ie  fteeple  was  rebuilt ;  but  the  reft  of  the  fahrid^  is  ina 
bad  ftate  of  repair,  and  the  fchool-boufe  is  quite  ruinDOS  *• 

Language^  Di^qfiiiam  of  the  Peopiif  Sec.'— Though  the  lan^ 
guage  fpoken  in  this  diftrift  is  a  dialeft  of  the  &g)Uih,  known 
hj  the  name  of  broad  Buchan,  jet  the  ancient  names  of  pla- 
ces feem  to  be  derived  from  the  Gaelic,  fuch  as  Achlin,  Ach- 
nagan,  Auchmaddien,  Bracklamore,  Achintnm,  &c«  The  peo- 
^e,  in  genera],  are  fober  and  induftrious;  and,  till  of  late 
jrears,  were  fo  peaceable,  and  fo  little  inclined  to  litigation, 
that  for  XI  or  13  years  after  the  year  1766,  there  was  only 
one  fingle  inftance  of  a  law-fuit  going  from  this  paridi  to  the 
courts  at  Aberdeen,  and  that  arofe  from  af  dilEerenoe  between 
two  tenants,  about  the  boundaries  of  their  reipeftive  &rms ; 
^ery  other  difference  fubfifting  between  parifliioners  being  fet- 
tled 

*  Bcfidcs  tlie  panili  fchool,  there  is  toother  fchool  m  the  W.  conver  olthe  pA- 
flfli  near  the  fiihmg-towo,  the  teacher  in  which  inftrudts  young  children  in  read- 
ing  englifli,  in  writing  and  arithmetic^  and  is  commonly  a  tradefioifcan,  and're- 
ceives  from  the  church  feffion,  befidei  the  ordinary  feet  paid  by  the  fchdars,  a 
yearly  faiary  of  i L  is.  8 d.  Stirling,  oat  of  the  intereft  oi  m»uej  mortified 
for  that  purpoie  by  one  of  the  lairds  of  Auchmedden,  and  his  lady*s  fifter.  Lady 
Jean  Hay,  a  daughter  of  the  Sari  of  Kinnoul,  of  which  mortification  the  church 
feffion  arc  made  troftces.  This  fchool  has  been  of  great  fenricc  to  that  comet. 
There  is  alio  a  woman  lives  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  church,  who  has 
taught  young  children  to  read  englHhy  and  knit  flochings.  upwards  of  40 
years  with  great  fuccefs ;  and  what  is  very  extraordinary,  has  (till  a  few  fcho- 
Un,  who  make  very  ^ooi  progrt^f'  und.^t  her  inftruiflion,  though  (he  is  upwards 
of  ^^ears  of  age.  Her  namt  is  Jean  Lelly ;  (he  has  ho&a  a  very  ufeful  mepnber 
of  fociety. 
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le4  bjf  arbiiradoii.  But  6f  Igte  years,  from  the  firequ^ht  f^^ 
loeftrations  or  profecutioiisfor  debts,  die  pariihoners  aw  bet* 
er  acquainted  with  lawyers,  and  ooniisque&tly  arc  iiwre  fnv 
[uentlj  engaged  in  law-fuits. 

MamufaOuru. — ^Tbe  womea  are  emjdoTed,  pard/  &r  mak* 
ing  comrfe  ferges  for  home  confumptioa,  but  princtpaUj  sa 
rpinniag  linen  yam  for  the  merchantSt  and  by  means  of  tbefcp 
md  breeding  black  cattle,  the  fubtenaats  and  fmaller  fisrmexi 
make  a  flufit  to  pay  their  rents  to  their  landlords.  No  debet 
kind  gfn^nnfiiftnre  is  carried  on  in  this  parifli.  What  wonU 
be  aooft  profitaMe  for  us  would  be  fiflung;  but  the  re-r 
ftraints  laid  upon  that  bufiaefii,  by  the  falt4aws,  dlicourage 
private  perlbns  from  engaging  in  it ;  frauds,  no  doubt,  ought 
to  be  prevented,  but  certainly  (mne  remedy  might  be  ibund 
for  ieveral  of  the  many  hardlhips  brought  aponthofeconeera* 
ed  ia  the  fifbiag  bnfinefs  by  thefe  laws,  without  prejudice  ta 
the  revemie. 

T^oduBiQns.^^^'-JiA  to  vegetables  and  plants,  there  are  none 
but  what  are  common  in  the  country,  except  in  the  den  of 
Auchmedden,  where  there  are  fome  rare  herbs.  And  for  trees, 
except  a  few  fruit-trees  in  the  garden  of  Aberd<Htr,  and  ia 
the  miniiler^s  garden,  there  is  not  one  that  deferves  the  name 
of  a  tree,  )thoagh,  in  former  times,  it  is  evident  that  there  has 
been  plenty  of  growing  timber.  The  principal  produftions 
of  this  pariih  are  barley,  bear,  beans,  peafe,  oats,  turnips,  po- 
tatoes,  greens,  and  cabbages.  The  ftaple  conunodity  ahmg 
the  coaft^  is  barley,  bear,  and  beans  \  and,  in  die  moors, 
oats.  In  the  year  1766,  there  were  fcarody  zo  acres  o£  fowa 
grais  within  the  parxih,  and  not  one  ounce  of  hay  made ;  now 
every  fubtenant  or  4:ottager  who  has  a  croft  of  land  (and 
there  are  only  3  ^adefinen  in  the  pariih  who  have  no  croft% 

(  has 
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bas  lefs  or  more  of  fown  grals.    The' qoaikti^  oi  gain  ptiid^ 
dnced  cannot  be  aScertiunedy  as  few  of  the  frnners  oicafiu^ 
tiheir  corns;  or  weig^  their  meal/  exc^t  what'  part  of  dbefe 
ttiej  fell. 


it£M&  ^  Cafkhaiimt  8ck.^-^Sinccf  the  introdiifiSon  of  tag* 
mp  crops,  the  fiurmers«  in  general,'  take  a  rotation  of  cnps 
in  their  infidds.  After  the  turnip  crop;  thcj  fow  the  field 
with  bte,  doYeri  ited  I7e-.gcais  feeds:'  When  the  grais  is 
broken  up  f!6e  iSbitd  air  feiiTth  j^tar^  the  gnmAd  is  £»wn  wtffi 
oats,  next  jeaf  with  htkr  or  barli^,  Ae  third  with  peafe  or 
Ifamip,  and  the  fbnhlr  with  b^af  and  gfafii-Ieedaf:  Bat  diis 
only  during  Are  former  yters  of  their  ftart  l^sfes.  Tlie  out- 
fields, when  tfldrnproifed;  are  Worn  out  widi  crops  after  lime, 
afa  employed  as  foidiug  for  ibtir  cattle,  or  as  faughs  (as 
they  are  caUed)r,  a  pardal  kind  of  fidlow,  and'  according  to 
Ae  old  abfurd  praftictf;  carry  focceffiirely  g  ot  4  crops  of 
aats.  The  old  Scotch  plough,  and  a  mixture  of  SooCicfa  and 
Engliih  ploughs,  are  ufed  in  this  difttift.  Befides  the  duog 
dt  thtir  cattle  and  peat  a&es,  which  are  every  #bei^  vied  a^' 
a  manure,  the  6rmers  on  the  Cea-^oaft  make  ufe  of  fisa^waie  i 
and  they,  as  weH  as  the  other  fermers  throughout  the  parilh, 
«fe  lime  and  likewile  broken  (hells  mixed  with'fea4and,  vAixA 
laft  they  draw  frdm  the  dtighbouting  pariib  o£  PitOigo;  and 
which  ptoduoes  the  fkme  effeft  as  lime.  This  mixture  of  fiieU 
and  fiaid  was  difcoVered  only  a  lew  years  ago,-  by  Mr^'  Wil- 
Uamfon,  i  gentleman  employed  by  the  Society  at  BdinMirgb, 
for  making  new  difcoveries  of  ittines,'  S&e.  and  wHb  recom* 
mended  the  ufe  of  it  to  tbe  late  Mr.  Garden  of  Troup,  on 
whof^  eftate  it  was  difcorered,  who  firft  ufed  it  himfelf^ 
and  encouraged  his  tenants  to  follow  his  exam^e,  which 
is  now  become  the  general  praftice.  The  lime  is  partly 
brought  from  the  pariih  of  Rathen,^  difliant  of  6  or  7- miles; 

partly 
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rtly  the  produfi  of  Ilmeftone  brought 
arri«9  in  the  Boyn,  and  pardj  from  11 
tliin  the  9ood-mark  of  the  fea,  in  the  1 
lovir. water ;  but  this  ha  begins  to  be  fcai 
t  at.  There  are,  befides,  ^o  other  quar 
i  ftone,  the  lime  of  which,  though  of  a  f 
ered  very  we)l  when  laid  upon  the  groun 
rger  quantity  \  but  both  tbefe  quarries  ai 
ov^er-ruut  m^  hav^  not  been  worked  for 

Improvements. — ^Notwithftanding  what  is 
w  folid,  fubftantialy  and  permanent  impro^ 
ade  in  this  pariib  for  the  laft  30  years, 
irxns,  where  the  tenants  have  longer  leafes 
iven  here  ;  the  ope  pf  tl^efe  had  a  leafe  of 
urty,  to  himfelf  and  bis  heirs,  for  the  f] 
ad  after  the  expiration  of  theCs^  a  lifeten 
(flbr ;  the  ten^n^  of  this  farm  and  his  fon 
eal,  and  moil  fubftautially,  by  draining,  1 
nd  dunging  their  fiurm,  by  endofing  a  c 
t  with  good  ftone  fences,  for  which  purpof 
»lied  with  ftones  from  the  cairn  formerly  t 
luilding  a  fet  of  elegant  office^-houre^,  for 
ences,  the  heirs  of  the  prefent  tenant  are 
nated  value  at  the  expiration  of  his  leafe. 
)as  alfo  very  much  improved  his  &rm,  but 
:lofures,  having  nothing  allowed  him  by 
:hat  purpofe,  he  has  a  liferent  tack  for  him 
Epr  his  fon,  upon  a  rife  of  rent  agreed  uf 
have  not  imitated  their  example,  is  not  o^ 
r>ai^  of  the  advantage,  nor  of  the  meth 
their  farms ;  nor  do  they  want  the  means 
ceflary  £91  that  effeft ;  but  to  various  ot 
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hare  hitherto  hindared,  and  ftiU  muft  impede  the  improrc 
ment  of  our  country.  The  principal  of  which.  Is  fbon 
leafes,  which  (except  in  the  inftances  mentioned  ahove^  never 
exceed  19  years^  often  noc  fo  many.  When  the  fanner  en- 
ters upon  the  pofleiSon  pf  his  farm,  he  generally  proceeds 
with  great  fpirit  in  Improying  it  according  to  his  ability,  and 
fometimes  even  beyond  it,  iox  the  firft  10  or  za  years  of  hi» 
leafis ;  but  being  feofible  that  this  will  only  tempt  others  to 
envy  and  fupplant  him,  and  the  more  fo,  as  there  are  fb  few 
inilances  of  farms  to  be  had,  but  in  an  exhaufted  ftate  ;  he 
therefore  not  only  flops  fliort  in  his  improvements,  bat  coo- 
tinues  to  fcourge  Hie  ground  to  the  expiration  of  his  Ipnfe,  as 
the  proprietor  is  pot  inclined  to  renew  bis  leafe  with  him, 
till  it  is  upon  the  point  of  expiring.  And  thns,  after  all  he 
haa  done  upon  it,  his  farm  is.  left  by  him  in  as  bod,  if  not 
a  worfe  condition,  tbafi  when  he  entered  to  it.  Another 
hinderance  to  improvement^  is  the  time  n^oeffitf^y  tdLen  np 
in  cutting  and  bringbg  home  peats  for  the  tenants  them- 
feives,  and  leet  peats  (as  they  are  called)  for  their  landloids ; 
this  takes  up  moft  of  the  fnmmer,  the  moft  pfoper  ^fon  for 
carrying  on  their  improvements.  Add  to  this,  their  Itraiteo^ 
ed  circumftances,  the  rents  of  their  farn^s  being  doubled,  and 
in  feversl  inftances  more,  in  the  laft  30  years,  and  upon  the 
expiration  or  fall  of  a  leafe,  fines  or  graflums  being  ftill  paid, 
and  that  to  a  pretty  hi^h  extent,  though  the  ground  ftill  con- 
tinues  in  its  priftine,  or  in  a  worfe,  ftate :  and  the  only  ad- 
vantage, the  prefent  tenant  has  over  his  then  predeceflbrs,  is 
a  little  higher  price  for  his  grain,  and  the  advanced  price  of 
cattle :  and  to  balance  this,''  the  expenfe  of  managing  bis  farm 
is  in  that  period  of  time  almoft  tripled.  It  is  hoped,  how- 
ever,  that  the  pn^etors  of  land  will  fee  their  miftake,  and 
grant  their  tenants  longer  leafes  ;  for  it  is  the  fettled  opinion 
of  the  moft  intelligent  people  m  this  country,  that  if  tenants 

got 
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it  leafes  of  tlieir  fmrms  to  themfelves  a 
<),  or  4  19  yearsf  they  could  not  only 
refcat   rent^    which  diftjqsffes  them,  but 
id  at   the  fame  time  improve  their  farn : 
lore    valuable  to  the  proprietor  and  his 
ent  the  difagreeihle  necefiit;   of  frequent 
mts«     As  to  the  obftacle  pf  improvemeni , 
me  tieeeflarily  taken  up  in  providing  a ; 
xeir  fuel,  it  is  hoped,  that  the  laudable  an  I 
J  the  ti«giflature  in  |iboli(hing  the  duty  1 
oaftways,  will  be  prodadive  of  the    hap]  1 
XTere  aU  fach  obftacles  to  the  improvemei  1 
ind  other  bars  to  induftry,  which  impoliti : 
he  way,  removed,  our  country  bids  fair 
proveoaenty  with  a  rapidity  hitherto  unkno  i 

MiH/l(ktte  ^uarrie^. — ^Therje  are  two  mii  \ 
the  parilh,  one  belonging  to  the  Earl  of 
land  of  Auchmedden,  in  the  face  of  a  vex  | 
looking  the  fea,  and  whofe  foot  is  wafhed 
to  this  quarry,  the  workmen,  from  a  trem 
fcend  by  a  kind  of  ftair  cut  out  pf  the  rod 
fails,   by  ladders  reaching  from   one  fhel 
another*     When  the  millilones'  are  finiihe 
ed  over  the  remaining  precipice,  and  faU 
rock,  on  a  fmall  fandy  beach    dry  at  low-f 
by  the  tide  when  it  flows.     From  this  the 
Tcyed  by  tea,  and  landed  at  the  mouth  of  t 
the  weft  boundary  of  the  parilh.   The  othe 
is  alfo  clofe  by  the  fea,  upon  the  lands  of 
ing  to  Mr.  Gordon  of  \berdour,  but  is  not 
all  along  the  coaft  is  found  a  kind  of  red  fir 
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length  ^f  the  paiilh,  £o|^.  miles,      6^ 
Breadth,        ....        6 
Fopttiation,  according  to,Dr.  Web- 

fter,  in  1755,        -  -        1397 

Ibpulatioo  in  1769^  -  •  1519 
In  i79»,  ...  1306 
Males  tmder  10   year^  of 

— —  from  10  to  so, 

-r—  from  ao  to  30,  « 

--— .  from  30  to  40,  - 

from  40  to  50,  - 

from  50  to  60,  - 

from  60  to  70^  • 

—•^  from  70  to  80,  - 
fr^m  Sq  to  90,  - 


Females  under  xo  jears, 

^ from  10  to  ao,    - 

-, from  20  to  JO,    - 

.^—  from  30  to  40,    - 

from  40  to  50,    - 

■■        from  50  f o  60,    •* 

from  60  to  70,    - 

—  from  70  to,  80,  -  . 
^-^  from  80  to  90,  -  • 
from  90  to  xoo,  - 


Married  pcrfons. 

Widowers, 

Widows, 

Unmarried  men  above  50, 

.  women  above  45, 

Houfes  inhabited,    -        -    340 

- —  by  fiogle  perfons,      .      43    43 

• by  families  of  a  perfons,   6a  114 

-— ^  by  ^ai&ilie^  of  3  perfons,  76  228 


140 
>3a 

•  79 
.  86 
.    46 

•  49 
.     S« 

•  ^3 

•  3 
609 

»34 
xoi 

^^ 

9« 
66 

79 

ao 

4 
^97 

48d! 

9 
4^ 

3 


Honfea  inhabited  by  fiunilics 
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— —  individuals, 
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individuals, 
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Clergyman,      .         .        « 
Schoolmafters, 

Surgeon,      •        -        •        . 
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Wages  of  boys,  clitto,  from    i  L  to  4 1.  Rent  of  the  parifii»  indiifisf 

of  female  fenrants,         1 1.  to  3  U  40 1.  for  rent  of  •  mtlllloiift 

-^— of  dayJaboarers,  with  quarry,  and  81.  for  rent  of 

meat  and  drink,  a-day,  -  tfd.  kelp4hQres,  about  -  -  xSooU 
>—  ditto  without  meat,  -  .  is.  Mmifter*!  ftipend,  money, L.49  17  o 
taiton,  with   entertaiiw  Meat,  tof  boUa,At  lot.  the 

ment,        .       ^.        -       .        6d  boll,        -        -        -        10    s    • 

-'-^  mafons,  with  ditto,        -        it.  Money  for  commomon  ole- 

— -  ditto,  without  m^at,    -    i  s.  6  d.  menti^        -        •        •       %  t^    6 

—  of  Wrights,  with  enter-  ' 
tainment,        -         -         -         7d.  L.  55  17    6 

—  ploaeh.wn|rhts,  with  do.         is.  Clehe,  tnclnding  gn&,  teres 
-—^reapers   during   harveft,  7^, 

men,        -        -        -        -iIiosl  Schoolmafter's   fatary,  neal, 
women  from    -     -    15  s.  to  1 L  boUs  5),  and  money,     -       s  to    9 


OBSERTATtoirs  Off  tbtforegcit^  Tabu. 

Tbx  number  of  the  inhabitants,  as  ftatcd  in  the  table,  is  from  adnal  en-3- 
meration  :  fo  is  the  number  of  tradefmen,  and  thofe  of  other  occupations. 
Their  ages  are  ss  near  the  truth,  as  conM  be  obtained,  and  it  if  prefnmed. 
yretty  accurate.  The  fmall  decreafe  of  the  tnhabitwts  of  this  pariih  fince  the 
year  1769,  is  not  owing  to  the  number  of  death»  exceeding  the  births,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  table  ;  but  to  a  conftant  drain  of  young  people,  wfio  lesre  the 
parifli.  Many  of  the  young  men,  defpairing  of  getting  a  comfortable,  or  in- 
deed any  kind  of  fettlcitent  here,  remo've  to  towns,  either  to  Itam  or  profe* 
cute  their  relpe^iTe  trades ;  others  of  them  to  fuch  pTaces  u  give  higher  wages 
to  farm-fervants.  And  young  women  repair  to  towns,  where  they  are  em- 
ployed as  ferranis,  and  not  only  to  the  neighbouring  towns  of  Aberdeen,  Banff, 
ficc.  but  even  to  Edinburgh  and' London.  Befides,  in  this  coftent  y^ar,  a  great- 
or  number  than  ordinary  hayt  died,  feireral  young  people  of  putrid  tott  thioats» 
but  the  greater  part  old  people.  The  people  here  are  very  inattcntNe  to  the 
regiftrating  their  children's  births  or  baptifou ;  fo  that  no  aothentidi:  isfonna- 
tion  can  be  got  fVom  the  pari(h  r^gxfter ;  but  the  aanQal  average  df  births,  ac» 
cording  to  the  regifter,  and  making  allowance  for  foch  as  may  have  been  ne- 
glebed  to  be  regiftratcd,  may  amount  to  the  namber  ftated  hi  th^  table.  No 
regifter  of  deaths  or  burials  was  kept  here,  till  the  late  wSt  of  parliament  loy. 
ing  a  tax  upon  burials,  8c c.  Since  that  time,  the  fckoohnafter  has  kept  one, 
but  many  people  are  averfe  to  the  meafure  of  regiftrating  their  friend's  death ; 
befides,  foveral  of  the  parifluo&cn  of  Aberdour  Ive  buried  eUewhcre^  isd  Aran- 
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j*t9,  on  the  other  hand,  buiyhcre:  But  the  annual  average,  as  m  the  table, 
will  be  fimad  to  be  very  near  the  truth.    The  regifter  of  marriages  has  all  »- 
long  beett  accurately  kept ;  and  firom  it  is  the  article  of  marriages  in  the  table 
taien.     The  average  of  births  from  each  marriage,  is  calculated  from  a  hun- 
dred known  inftances  in  the  neighbourhood  of  one  another.     It  appears  from 
the  table,  that  the  number  of  foldiers  and  failors  employed  in  his  Majef^y*s  fer« 
Ttce  in  the  laft  war,  amounts  to  upwards  of  the  eight  part  of  the  whole  males 
refiding  in  the  pariih  at  this  time,  from  id  to  50  years  of  age ;  a  very  large  pro. 
portion  indeed,  befides  tbofe  employed  in  the  merchant  ferrlce,  which  farther 
accoonu  for  the  fmall  decreafe  of  inhabitants.    The  number  of  the  horfes,  as  to 
the  tabre,  is  from  a^hial  enumeration.    And  fo  is  that  of  the' black  cattle  anci 
Iheep,  as  it  ftood  in  fummer  typa,  when  their  numbers  are  higbeft  *  with  this 
difference,  however,  that  being  obliged,  from  the  reludtance  of  the  lower  rank 
•f  people  (through  ignorance  or  prejudice)  to  inform  as  to  the  number  of  their 
black  cattle  and  flieep,  to  employ  others  than  the  owners  in  the  enumeration, 
their  reports  cannot  be  equally  depended  upon :  but  of  thefe  lafl,  the  number 
was  but  fmall»  and  deviates,  at  moft,  only  a  little  from  the  truthi.    The  iheep^ 
in  general,  are  of  the  north  country  breed,  only  about  20  of  the  Engltfli  breed 
of  the  polled*  kind ;  but  along  the  coaft,  are  a  good  many  of  a  mixed  breed  be« 
tween  the  twa    The  number  of  (beep  has  much  decreafed  lince  the  introdnc* 
tion  of  winter  keeping,  the  iheep  walks  being  too  confined  to  enable  the  owner 
to  pay  a  fliepheid  for  the  whole  year,  and  reap  any  profit  befides  from  his  fmall 
flock.    All  thefe  feveral  forts  of  cattle,  being,  in  general,  but  fiaaall,  may  bo 
animated  at  present,  at  the  following  average  value,  vij.  horfes  from  5I.  to  tf  L, 
black  cattle  from  al.  to  3I.,  and  iheep  at  6  s.  Sterling.    This  is  the  opinion  of 
the  moft  knowing  people  the  writer  of  this  article  has  converfed  with  upon  the 
fiibjed,  but  bo  does  not  fuitain  himfelf  a  competent  judge  ia  thefe  matters^ 
Generally  fpeaking,  and  with  few  exceptions,  there  are  as  many  carts  as  horfes 
employed  in  the  fummer  time  in  bringing  home  fuel;  but  as  a  good  many  young 
horfes  are  reared,  who  are  unfit  for  drawing  in  the  cart,  the  carts,  as  in  the 
fable,  air  computed  to  be  in*  proportion  to  the  horfes,^  the  ratio  of  4  carts  to» 
5  bories.    The  ploughs  are  drawn,  fome  few  in  the  moorland  part  of  the  pariib, 
by  tf  Cnal)  lurfts,  a  or  3  ploughs  by  8  oxen  and  2  horfes ;  and  through  the  refb 
«f  the  pariih,  a  few  are  drawn  by  a  horfes,  but  the  greater  part  by  4,  or  » 
horfes  and  2  oxen*  and  thefe  lail  are  moil  approved  of. 

In  ftating  the  funds  belonging  to,  and  diiburfements  made  to  the  poor,  it  was 
aot  thought  fair  to  go  back  fo  far  as  the  years  1783  and  1784,  when  the  wants 
of  the  poor  required  an  extraordinary  fupply;  and  accordingly  aconfiderable  fum 
was  adoally  diitributed :  But  the  average  is  taken  from  the  year  1792,  and  6 
preceding  years,  when  there  has  been  no  extraordinary  demand ;  and  the  funt 
inentioBed  in  the  table,  as  given  to  the  poor^  feveral  of  whom  have  families,  has, 

with 
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Ue ;  the  reft  is  barren  ground,  confifting  of  mofles  and  moon 
covered  with  heath  and  ftooes,  chiefly  granite* 

Face  of  tie  Coivii/rjp— The  pariih  may  be  divided  into  three 
diftrids  The  trad  of  conntiy  Ijing  between  die  Cowie  and 
Carron  from  the  coaft,  about  3  miles  to  the  W.,  has  a  rich 
and  fertile  appearaqtce.  Clofe  to  this  diftrift,  ftands  the  man. 
fion-houfe  of  Mr.  Barclay  of  Urie,  on  a  rifing  ground  near 
the  river  Cowie,  the  floping  banks  of  whici  are  planted  with 
trees  towering  one  above  another.  This  plantation*  whidi 
extends  an  Englilh  mile  to  the  ^W.,  and  as  £u>  to  the  £.  of 
the  houfcy  on  both  fides  of  the  river,  pre&nts  a  moft  de- 
lightful appearancb,  and  the  vaft  extent  of  highly  cultivated 
ground  divided  into  larg*  fields^  and  endofed  with  thorn 
hedges,  greatly  heighten  the  beauty  of  the  profpeft.  The 
traft  of  ground  in  this  diftri<£l,  between  the  church  and  the 
coaft,  about  ao  years  ago,  was  chiefly  moor  covered  with 
ihort  heathy  furze,  and  broom ;  now  it  is  almoft  all  en- 
clofed,  and  in  a  ftate  of  high  cultivation.  What  part  is  not 
fo,  is  planted  with  Scotch  firs,  larix,  afh,  &c.  which  are  in  a 
very  thriving  ftate,  and  will  add  confiderable  beauty  to  the 
appearance  of  the  country  in  a  few  ^ears.  At  regular  dif- 
tances,  neat  commodious  dweUing-houfes  of  ftone  and  lime, 
and  covered  with  flates,  are  built  by  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Bair 
day,  for  his  tenants.  This  circumftance  is  mentioned  to 
fkow  the  rapid  progrefs  of  improvement  in  this  place.  A*- 
bout  two  miles  S.  W.  from  Urie,  is  the  manfion-houfe  of 
Fettercflb,  formerly  the  refidence  of  the  ancient  and  noble 
family  of  M;irifch:il,  and  now  of  Mr.  Duff,  fon  of  the  late 
Admiral  Duii',  who  purchafed  tha  eftate  from  the  York-build- 
ing  Company  in  1782.  The  fite  of  the  houfe  is  inug  and 
warm,  and  furrounded  with  fine  old  trees,  which,  together 
wi^b  the  adjoiuuig  improved  fidds,  exhibit  a  beautiful  ap. 

pearanct. 


fcij^tiice*    The  ftcond  diftrift  ftretcfacft  along  the  coaft^  and 
bcMnprchends  the  eftates  of  Cowie,   Mudials,  and  Elfi^k. 
Here  tba  face  of  the  coiintry  has  but  a  bare  appearance,  as 
tttare  af  e  no  trees,  excepting  a  few  at  the  manfion-houfes  of 
Muchaii  nnd  £lfick«    There  are^  however^  rich  com  fields 
eoclofiai  with  ftone  or  earthen  fences  on  both  fides  of  thcf 
poft.«iBd  that  runs  through  this  part  of  the  parifh^  which 
jires  thfi  countrj  a  fertile  s^pearaoce.     The  lands  of  Moun-^ 
qukh^  lying  5  miles  W*  from  the  ooaft,  form  the  third  dif* 
ttift. .  The  £we  of  the  conntrj  here,  in  general^  is  not  f»^ 
^outable*    In  one  particular  fpot^  however,  great  improve- 
ments have  been  made  of  Igte,  which,   amidft  the  gloomy 
wafte  which  ever 7  where  farroonds  it,  prefents  an  agreeable 
profpeft.    Mr.  Silver,  a  native  of  this  diftridi  made  a  par-< 
ohafe  of  the  eftste  of  Nedierbj,  on  his  return  from  the  Weil 
Indies^  where  he  bi&t  a  gented  modem  dwdling-honfe,  with 
%  complete  fet  of  offices,  whidi^  finoe  his  death*,  have  been 
greatly  improved  by  his  fon.    He  likewife  planted  feveral 
I»eces  of  tttootiih  ground  with  Scotch  firs^  aib^  imd  oak,  &Ci 
whieh  are  in  B  very  thriving  ftate ;  and  highly  improved  and 
tnkivated  about  100  Scotch  acres,  which  be  enclofed  in  fmaH 
fields,  with  ftone  fences  and  hedge  rows  of  afli ;  by  which 
tneans,  and  die  very  great  improvements  he  made  on  the  ftate 
t^  the  roads^  the  inhabitants  here  are  happily  put  on  a  foot^ 
ittg  wilh  thofe  on  the  eoaft. 

Climate  and  Difeafes.^^^Tht  air  is  it  general  dry  and  healthy, 
•nd  the  people  little  fiil]jeft  to  eontagioos  dtftempers.  The 
inoft  prevalent  are  f  beomatifms  and  nerVous  fevers.  It  de^ 
ferves  to  be  remarked^  that  the  people  who  r^de  near  the 
^offes  and  marfliy  places,  oojoy  as  good  healthy  and  live  to 
as  great  age^  as  thofe  near  the  eoafti  Many  of  them  live  to 
^o,  and  fome  of  them  to  So  years  of  age,  and  upwards. 
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Coqfi^  Fi/b^  Ha^iottrs,  &c«^The  ooaft  from  Siamtbmwn 
to  the  N.  bou^arj  of  the  parifli,  tztends  nearly  7  £aglilb 
Biilea.  It  is  bold  and  rocky.  There  is  one  baj,  called  the 
Bay  of  Stonehaven,  wbicb  ftrecches  from  Downy  lo  Gama 
Point,  that  is»  about  two  miles.  In  this  bay,  these  is  a  £d- 
mon  filliing,  the  property  of  Mr.  Barclay  ;  and  a  whke  fifli- 
ing,  the  property  of  Mr.  Innes  of  Cowie.  ThieelMnts  are 
employed  in  this  fi(hing«  with  fix  hands  fio  each  boat.  The 
fiih  caught  here»  are  ling,  cod,  turbot,  fixate,  haddocks,  ficc. 
which  ai!e  confumed  by  the  peo^  in  the  neighbonrhood* 
There  are  likewife  two  creeks  or  fmall  harbours^  ooe  ae 
Muchals,  another  at  Sketraw.  At  the  former,  diere  were 
two  fifliiog-boats,  whipfa  were  loft  in  a  ftorm  abooc  30  yeaca 
ago,  and  the  crews  periibed,  fince  which  time  they  have  not 
been  replaced.  At  the  latter,  there  are  7  boats  of  rooch  the 
fame  iize,  and  having  the  fame  number  of  hands  with  tbofe 
nt  Cowie.  The  fifli  caught  here  are  likewife  confumed  by 
the  people  in  the  adjacent  country.  Here,  by  die  way«  it 
defervcs  to  be  remarked,  that  a  Mr.  Mackie^  lately  fiom  the 
Weft  Indies,  made  a  purchale  of  the  lands  of  Sketraw,  m, 
Z788,  where  he  has  built  a  very  good  dwelling^houie,  and 
made  very  great  i^mpsovemcnts,  having,  in  the  fpace  of  3 
years,  enclofed  with  fione  fences,  and  highly  cultivated,  about 
60  Scotch  acres,  part  of  which  was  formerly  barred,  covered 
with  heath  and  furze.  He  continues  to  carry  on  his  im^ 
provements  with  great  fpirit  and  induftry. 

Pop9$iatiom^-^Thc  populalioni  of  Fettereflb  b  not  fo  great 
as  It  yv^s  formerly,  though  it  is  ftill  fomewhat  higher  than  it 
was  40  years  ago.  By  an  exaft  furvey  taken  in  1764,  the 
.number  was  3500.  The  return  to  Dr.  Webfter  in  175JV 
.was  only  3082.  Increafe  in  9  years  418.^  The  number  of 
fouls,  in  1790,  was  3370.    Decceafie  in  26  jnxs  130.    Iifr 

creale. 
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cverfe,  vpoft'  tie  whole,  in  35  yean,  from  1755  to  179%  it 
a88.  The  above  mentioned  decreafe,  is  owing  chiefly  to  two  - 
or  more  farms  being  taraed  into  one  ;  a  pra&ice  not  uncom-  ' 
mon  here*    The  births,  at  an  average,  are  70  $  die  marriages 
35  ;  the  deaths  cannot  be  afcertatned,  no  regifter  of  them 
having  been  kept.    There  is  a  Chapel  of  Eafe,  and  an  Epif-  • 
copal  meeting-houfe  in  the  N.  part  of  the  parifli.     The  num- 
ber of  Epifcopaiians  is  about  400  <  they  are  an  obliging,  peace* 
«Ue,  decent  fet  of  people,  and  live  in  good  habits  with  thofe 
of  the  EilabliQiment.  There  are  no  other  fedariea  in  the  parifli* 

Cbureh^  School,  and  Poor.— Formerly  Earl  Marifchal  waf 
patron  of  the  pariih  ;  but  upon  the  forfeiture  of  the  titles  and 
eftate  of  that  family  in  17159  the  right  of  patronage  de- 
volved to  the  King.  The  church  is  old,  inconvenient,  and 
unfit  to  contaip  the  congregation,  when  fuUy  afiembled  toge- 
ther. It  is  94  ieet  in  length,  within  walls,  and  19  in  breadth. 
Oppofite  to  the  pulpit,  there  is  an  aik,  which  is  of  fervico ' 
to  the  preacher,  by  enabling  him  to  fpeak  with  greater  eafe. 
The  die  was  built  in  1710  ;  but  when  the  church  was  built, 
U  not  known,  there  being  no  date  upon  it.  Neither  walls 
nor  roof  are  plaflered  j  ao^  as  the  floor  is  from  3  to  4  feet 
lower  than  the  furface  of  the  ground  on  the  outfide  of  the 
walls,  pools  of  water  ftand  in  the  area  feveral  days  after  a 
heavy  rain.  The  burying-ground  is  much  larger  than  any 
in  this  part  of  the  country.  There  ^re  about  250  tomb  or 
grave  ftones  in  it,  fome  of  which  are  of  an  ancient  date ;  an4 
a  few  have  very  fine  engravings  upon  them,  done  by  a  Mr» 
CreflWell,  a  farmer  i^  the  parifli,  who  could  not  form  a  fingle 
letter  with  the  pen.  The  manfe  was  built  in  1726,  and  has 
undergone  few  repairs,  excepting  new  windows  in  1784. 
The  ftipend  is  71 L  as.  6d.  Sterling,  a  chalders  of  meal, 
and  li  chalder  of  bear ;  the  glebe,  including  the  garden  and 

4  F  a  pafturq 


J9^  StaHfiud  J€C9UM 

piAara  stoqikI,  i«  61  «cm.~Tbt  fthoilDMifter'k  taimrf  b  Sk 
68.  8d.  Sterlbgi  whidi,  l«gclhar  with  dM  emobiMttts  <if 
the  office,  n»He  hu  living  ahoiU  M 1.  8ltrli»g  •«7ftr.  Tw«ir« 
ystn  tgo,  Uie  beriton  built  tn  exedkot  fiohoolt  and  •  lMi«fi» 
for  the  mafter,  iiador  one  roof^  whick  kft  ihejr  aoatlj  fiailh* 
cd  to  encourafe  him  to  koap  boardora-^The  suoibor  of  poo* 
who  reoaiTe  occafiooal  fuppl  j  is,  at  an  avenge,  36.  There 
are  5  or  6  befides»  who  receive  weekly  froaa  i a.  to  aa«  < 
The  money  belonging  to  the  poor,  ia  fol«  SoerUog,  the 
teieft  of  which,  with  the  weekly  coUeAiona^  bai-mtat  \ 
ploch  duea ,  &c.  amounts  to  about  40 1.  Sterling  yearly. 

jhuifuifiiu — ^The  veAige  of  en  old  eemp,  on  en  hiM  eellod 
Ree^Dikes^  or  the  King's  Dikes,  appeats  very  diftiaft.  It 
is  an  oblong  C^nare  of  %t  ^crea,  hes  four  outleta  and  lodo^nn 
before  them,  end  meny  of  the  trenches  are  ftiU  pratly  deep  *• 
In  almoft  every  pert  of  the  parifli,  remains  of  Sreidieal 
temples  are  to  be  met  withf*  On  the  coaft  about  a  milo  and 
a  half  N.  fropa  Stonehavep,  appear  the  remaina  of  n  caftlea 
the  refidence  of  the  Thaaca  pf  Qowie  or  Afearae  t*    On  a 

ping 

e  It  is  fuppofed  by  foaic  to  have  been  a  Roman  encampment,  and  to  be  the 
very  <pot  occupied  by  Agricola'i  troopi  before  hU  engageAent  with  Gatgacis^ 
the  Scotch  kingi  Os  a  fsoor  t  »ilea  X.  ef  the  camp,  theft  nie  a  ureat  waaf 
tumuli,  or  finaU  catrn8«  and  ibmc  very  large  onet*  which  sn  fappoM  %o  bt  ie- 
pulchral  monuments  ratfed  on  the  field  of  battle  to  the  meoKHj  of  the  dead, 
lite  moor  is  called  the  Kcmp-ftane  Hill,  on  each  fide  of  which,  there  ii  a  oo- 
rafs,  which  would  cover  the  flaidLi  of  the  army  that  firft  reached  the  f  rmtnd^ 
and  St  is  not  improbable  the  battle  was  fought  between  the  ttoraffct. 

t  Since  the  incumbent  was  fettled*  there  was  one  thft  foened  t«  be  pfetty 
entire,  the  three  circles  formed  by  ftones  of  diflScrent  fizcs  being  very  diftind. 
But  the  farmer  on  whofe  poffeifion  it  ftood,  demoliihed  it  a  few  years  ago,  by 
carrying  off  the  ftones  for  building. 

%  Buchanan  calls  the  Thane  ef  Cowie  Macpendirus.    Doodd  Bane  lie  bro* 

^ther  of  Maicolpa  C^nmore  (he  (ays)  bribed  Macpe^dine  •»  GssMi  MenUe,  ta 

aflaffinate 
e  Bucban.  Hif.  Snt,  tik,  vit\ 
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;«o  a  pUct  •£  worfliip  &  the  g«Ut«  sii4  pa 
ill  ft«adiag«    Adjoiqiiig  to  (hit,  tbtr«  is 
iclofed  with  ftoM  walb,  where  nuiiiy  of 
r.  part  of  tbe  pmA,  oa  account  of  its 
ury  tficur  dt04« 

>534  !•  4 1.  »d»  Scotch,  9iid  tbe  real  ram 
Jcatiiog.  The  aamlMQr  of  heritora  is  (f,  and 
>f  the  fbrooar,  aod  4  ci  the  latter,  are  rcfid 
ago«  about  one  half  of  the  feat  of  the  ] 
graia,  but  a^w  the  gimn  ia  almoft  a])  canv 
is  cbieflj  paid  io  loooey*  Improved  land 
xL  zoa«  Sterling  tbe  acre*  Some  pieces 
Stonehaven  ate  let  lattcb  higher*  Vaimpco^ 
to  ija.  the  acve^. 

jfgrieulture^^^^iort  1 763,  farming  wa 
as  a  fcieacei  and  for  that  reafon  was  not  can 
aoj  regular  plan*  The  fpirit  of  inquirj  inti 
tifed  in  the  S.  parts  of  the  coontry  had  not  j 
the  mode  of  fanning  that  had  been  in  ufe 
fliU  continued,  £verj  farmer  fi^wed  tl 
father  taught   him,  and  was  fatisfied. 


tfltffintte  Oaoctn  tbe  baftard.  Sir  David  Dalrym 
which  he  tranflates  from  the  Gaeiic,  **  the  fervant  of 
of  tbe  name  of  Frafer  was  raifed  to  tbe  rank  of  Thi 
Dalrymple  in  his  Annals,  to  which  the  reader  is  rej 
maikable  faAs  relating  to  this  faxnilj.  The  ancient  ai 
and  Salton,  are  defcended  from  them,  and  perhaps  m< 
asme  in  Scotland* 

e  The  daily  wages  for  labouren  in  hnlbandry,  are  \ 
10  yean  imce,  they  were  not  above  8  d.  The  vfaal  vi 
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coQfitrj  miglit  have  veniatned  till  now«  htd  not  Mr.  Budajy 
who  18  pofleffsd  of  ao  enterprifing  fpirit,  and  extcnfire  kaow- 
ledge  in  agficulture,  which  he  acquired  hj  reading  tbc  bcft 
publications  on  that  fnbjedy  and  bj  his  own  oMcnrations  in 
tWe  different  tours  which  he  made  on  foot  in  his  jonnger 
years  through  Scotland,  and  a  great  part  of  England,  intro- 
duced a  new  fjftem.  Before  the  above  period,  lime,  as  a 
means  of  improvement,  was  little  known,  and  had  never 
been  ufed  ;  clearing  the  land  of  ftones,  ftraighting  and  level- 
ling,  fummer  fallow  and  green  cropa,  dividing  and  endofiog 
ground  in  feparate  fields^  had  never  been  attempted.  All  this 
was  left  to  be  done  by  Mr.  Barclay,  who  embarked  in  the 
arduous  undertaking  with  animation  and  fortitude ;  and  not- 
withftanding  the  many  obftacles  that  neceffitrily  occurred  to 
<»bftruft  his  progrefs,  he  perfevered  in  the  profecution  of  his 
defigns  with  ardour  and  refeludon :  But  as  he  was  fo  oblige 
ing  as  give  the  writer  of  this  an  account  of  his  operations 
and  improvementSf  he  fhall  publifli  it  in  the  terms  he  re- 
toeived  it. 

'*  Land  improved  by  Mr.  Barclay  of  Ury,  in  the  ipace  of 
^5  years,  about  800  acres;  500  of  which  were  arable,  and 

30Q 

7  L  t-year ;  and  that  of  a  £e|nale-feiTant  3  L  Twemy  yean  ago,  f  Keir  waget 
were  little  more  than  a  half  of  what  tl^ey  arc  now.  When  the  incumbent  «as 
fettled,  the  wages  of  the  firft  male-lervaot  he  had  was  2  L  6  s.  8  d.  Sterling  a- 
year,  and  of  his  firft  female-fervant  1 1.  6  s.  8  d.  Sterling.  Every  article  of  liv- 
ing is  increafed  in  proportion.  Beef  coft  then  i^  d.,  or  at  moft  2  d«  the  pound* 
Mutton  was  not  fold  by  weight ;  on  an  average  it  was  9  d.  the  quarter.  Veal 
and  lamb  were  feldom  brought  to  market ;  few  people  thinking  it  worth  while 
to  fatten  them.  Now  beef  colls  3d.  the  pound  in  autumn  and  winter,  and  4d. 
in  fpring  and  fummer.  Veal,  mutton,  and  Itmb,  are  from  3d.  to  z\^.  the 
pound.  Butcher  meat  is  to  be  had  in  Stonehaven,  the  neareft  market  tovi'a, 
every  lawful  day  of  the  week,  which  is  very  convenient  for  the  inhabitants,  and 
the  people  io  the  nctghboitrhood.  Poultry  and  eggs  are  ahnoft  double  the  prl;e 
they  were  fome  yean  iince. 
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%oo  barren,  covered  with  fliort  heath,  farte,  and  broom; 
rheland  was  improred  in  thi»  maimer,  by  clearing  it  of 
ftones,  many  of  which  were  fplit  by  gunpowder,  dxainmgi 
levelling,  and  endoilng,  chiefly  with  thorn  hedges*. 

<*  Mode  of  Cropping. — Firft  year,  fallowed  and  improved 
by  lime ;  50  boUa  of  Scotch  ihells,  water  meafore,  to  each 
acre ;  4  firlots  to  each  boll,  and  34  Scotch  pints  to  each  firloH 
The  lime  ploughed  into  the  land  before  winter,  and  fome«i 
times  the  land  was  ploughed  a  iecond  time  before  it.  The 
firft  crop  oats  or  barley.  Second  year,  dunged,  and  fown  v^xh 
turnips,  in  broad  caft,  and  hoed  while  any  weeds  appeared* 
llie  turnips  fometimes  fed  off  by  iheep,  but  moft  cpnunonly 
one  half  drawn,  and  the  other  half  fed  off  in  alternate  ridges, 
the  whole  ground  being  included  in  the  fold.  Third  year, 
barley  and  grafs-feeds.  If  intended  to  be  broken  up  for 
wheat,  12  pound  of  broad  clover,  and  a  p^cks  of  rye-^ raff 
to  each  acre.  If  intended  to  remain  for  pafture^  a  gneater 
^antity  of  rye<>grafs,  with  the  addition  of  6  pound  of  wbitc^ 
and  6  pound  of  yellow  dover,  and  4  pound  of  rib  gcafs  to 
each  acre.  That  part  of  the  land  propofed  for  graia,  wa» 
folded  -the  firft  or  fecond  year  of  the  grafs,  and  ploughed  up 
for  wheat  or  oats,  which  were  fucceeded  by  turnips  ^  and  the 
above  oourfe  continued. 

''  Mr.  Barclay  has  planted  about  800  acres  with  Scotch  firs, 
great  part  of  which  are  fince  filled  up  with  oak,  alh,  beech^ 
tadlarix.  His  tenants*  in  the  pariih  have  alfo. improved 
nearly  the  fame  quantity  of  land  which  he  himfelf  has  don^ 
and  follow,  in  general,  almoft  the  fame  mode  of  cropping^ 
Twenty-two  wheel-ploughs  are  at  thi  time  at  work  upoa 
and  thofe  fiirms.  The  fi^rm  houfes  and  offices  are  boilc  of  ftono 
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liAM,«iii«DoiidivithiMi8lsr(aet*  H#  lutt  Itid  do wi  I7  t 
Itgalar  phsy  «bw«  it  aaret  «f  fvonttd,  widk  ftMea  4!  fbet 

wide,  «ftd  ft  <piBM  of  ft  ft^rcft  in  llie  fltidfle,  pftit  of  «i9iidi 
is  feued  ftwl  built :  AB  the  hooTeft  «m  roofed  with  (ales  or 
tiles.  This  viUftge  adjoins  to  the  towa  of  Stoneha? en,  where 
Ckere  in  ft  USit  nd  eoavoiliettt  hwrboar.^ 

To  VaA  ftbove  ftMMtnt,  k  niftj  be  added^  that  Mr.  Bar^ 
ahyV  eaMnfi^a  imptu^mats  aife  cniefly  round  tne  manfion'- 
hoiife ;  tbat  Aft  fields  ftve  afl  fifto«^k  tod  levd  like  a  bowling, 
green ;  ftnd  thftC  llie;f  aare  let  to  a  batcher  for  gntxnig,  who 
kftft  ffotti  50  \m  tfo  Mft^  calde^  and  between  800  and  xooo 
4eep  tedfarg  in  tbeiii  -,  bj  which  meana  the  vdne  of  the 
groood  fmift  be  IncrftftiM  in  ft  few  jears. 

It  ii  to  be  regretted,  that  the  farmers  on  the  faoub  of  the 
Oilier  fMprifttorS)  made  no  attemjits  towards  improving  their 
fiirais  for  ft  long  while  aAar  Mr.  Barday's  tenants  dommenced 
their  operafiftast  bftcamfe  ibey  had  no  enCottragement  giTea 
Atfoi  bj  tbtir  landlord*.  At  length,  however,  fome  of  the 
noft  jttdloiona^  wbo  were  4n  good  circtzaftftnces,  began  to 
4re6  and  Uaift  a  few  acics  by  way  of  trial,  for  diej  wiflied 
ftft  piweed  with  iow  and  oantions  fteps.  Finding  bjr  the 
wofm  whioh  they  prodnoftd,  that  their  labour  ttid  ezpenfe 
oaarftlnUyiilpftidi  thftjrttftdeftfeoondftndft  Airdtriid.  AS 
which,  anfwering  beyond  ezpeAation ;  ibej  anmtaHj  drcftd 
#Dd  iDifpravftd  pretty  large  #elds,  laying  down  iSbt  firft  grain 
^nop  with  grftfr*feeds,  till  their  whole  farm  was-  cnkivated* 
AuAftlcd  by  tlieir  ananple,  more  ftan  by  Mr.  Barclay's, 
]»eaaaife  mara  on  a  fe^el  wi ft  their  capacity  and  circtunftan- 
^ee,  <ochftrs  were  indneed  te  improve  their  ground.  Thus, 
by  dftgmee,  tiba  ^irit  of  improrement  is  become  nnirerfal 
iafeinodi  thnt  people  who  poSefr  but  a  few  acres,  fow 
I  turnips,  plant  fome  potatoes,  and  lay  down  a  ridge  or 
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two  with  grafs-feeds.  Upon  the  whole,  bj  the  agricultural 
improvements  in  this  parifls,  the  ftate  of  it  is  rendered  eflen. 
tiallj  better  than  it  was  20  years  ago ;  and  bj  t]ie  advan« 
tages  which  Mr.  Barclay's  operations  and  example  have  pro* 
ducedy  not  in  this  parilh  onlj,  but  through  the  greater  part 
of  this  countjy  he  has  juftlj  merited  the  thanks  and  eileem 
of  all  around  him. 
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PARISH   OF  WAMPHRAT. 


(COVKTT  AND   StNOD  OF  DUMFRIES,  PUSBTTE&T  O^  LoCB« 

MABEK.) 


By  a  Friend  to  Stati/iical  Inquiries. 


Name,  Extent,  Surface,  Soil,  &c. 

itTTAMPHRAT  is  fiippofed  bj  rome  who  nnderftand  the 
^  ~  Gaelic,  to  fignifj  "  the  deep  rale  in  the  forcft," 
Others  equallj  well  acquainted  with  that  language,  can  give 
no  account  of  its  etymology.  If  not  from  the  Celtic^  it  is 
perhaps  derived  from  the  Saxon  language.  The  length  of 
the  parilh  from  N.  to  S.,  is  about  5  miles,  and  iu  breadth  3. 
Its  N.  E.  extremity  is  mountainous ;  that  part  of  it  which 
lies  along  the  Annan,  is  fertile  and  populous.  A  large  brook, 
called  Wamphray  Water,  divides  it  diagonally  from  N.  £. 
to  Sft  W.    The  ficuatioa  of  the  church  and  manle  on  the 
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^vinding  banks  of  this  rivultt.  in  a  deep  and  weodj  recelsi  is 
iingularlj  romantick. 

Climate^  Stc. — More  rain  falls  in  this  countrj,  than  lA 
manj  other  parts  of-  Scotland.  The  beft  built  walls,  where 
cxpofed  to  the  S.,  become  damp  within.  The  air  therefore 
muft  be  moift,  but  the  longevity  of  the  people,  and  the  in- 
frequency  of  epidemical  diftempers,  fufficitntlj  prove  that  it 
is  a  healtby  diftrid.  The  water  is  very  pure.  The  foil, 
vrhen  it  is  cultivated,  is  in  fome  places  clayey,  in  others  gra- 
velly. There  is  marl  of  various  kinds  ;  but,  on  account  of 
the  difficulty  of  digging  it  out,  and  fome  other  circumftances, 
it  has  hitherto  been  little  ufed.  Attempts  have  been  made^ 
but  without  fuccefsj  to  find  coal  and  lead* 

Population. — The  number  of  the  people  in  1755,  according 
to  Dr.  Wcbfter's  report,  was  458.  The  population  of  the 
pariih  feems  to  have  been  anciently  greater  than  at  prefent. 
One  farmer  now  poflelTes  what  was  occupied  60  years  ago  by 
10  or  I  a  tenants.  The  population,  however,  has  increafed 
of  late,  and  now  amounts  to  4187  :  males  235  ;  females  25a. 
Inhabited  houfes  90.  ^N  umber  to  each  inhabited  houfe  aU 
jnoft  54*  Of  births,  deaths^  and  marriages,  there  has  been 
no  regifler  kept  for  many  years  pad.  There  is  now  livings 
one  perfon  aged  96,  one  92,  one  89,  three  or  four  86  and 
upwards.  A  woman  who  died  about  12  years  ago,  was  ge- 
nerally believed,  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  be  1x3  years  oId» 
There  are  3  mafons,  2  joiners,  4  tailors,  9  weavers,  2  fmithSii 
%  Ihoemakers,  x  furgeon. 

Heriiors^  Stifkendy  Su:.-^Tbe  number  of  heritors  is  5.  Two 
of  them  refide  in  the  parifb.  Tlie  £arl  of  Hopetoun  is  prin- 
cipal heritor  and  patron.    The  ftipend  is  about  75  L,  incind- 
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ing  ooe  chclder  of  oat^meal,  valaed  at  81. 4S8.  84.  The  gkbt 
is  worth  5  !•  or  6  U  a-year.  The  prefent  wcuiobcat  is  tba 
eighth  minifter  fioce  the  Revolution.  It  is  femewhat  fioga- 
gular,  thai  not  one  of  thefie  died  in  pofleiion  of  tfaia  JiviDg, 
and  the  preCmc  miniAer  is  on  the  poinc  of  refigaing  it* 

iS#AirMi.— Theie  is  a  raeeting-houfie  beloDging  to  die  feA 
of  Rdiefy  whidi  was  buUt  about  a6  years  ago,  and  which, 
pM  it  became  vacant  laft  year,  was  attended  6y  many,  chiefly  of 
the  lower  clafii  of  people,  frem  this  andfome  of  the  neig^boar* 
ing  pariflies*  The  people  of  this  pariib  will  readfly  retom  to 
the  churchf  if  a  minifter  whom  they  refpeA  is  fettled  nmoog 
them  ;  and  that  event  would  probably  pot  4ia  end  to  the  Re« 
lief  £ftabli(hroent  here.  Of  Seccders  of  different  denooiina- 
tions,  ezclufive  of  thofe  who  ufed  to  attend  the  Relief  meet* 
ings,  there  are  about  36. 

Foor^  School. — ^The  nnmber  of  poor  who,  feme  years  ago, 
vrere  relieved  by  coUefiions  in  the  church,  was  about  so. 
The  parochial  fchool  is  commonly  attended  .by  30  or  40  clul*. 
dreo,  who  are  taught  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetick* 

Jigriculiun^  8cc. — The  land*rent  is  about  1570I.  The  num« 
ber  of  iheep  is  about  6000  *;  black  cattle  500  ;  ploughs  40; 
acres  in  tillage  about  480 ;  in  big  and  barley  40;  potatoes  40 ; 
peafe  8  i  turnip  4 ;  fown  grais  annually  cut  70.  The  re^ 
mainder  of  the  land  annually  ploughed,  is  ibwn  with  oats, 
fome  of  which  are  of  the  red,  and  other  eariy  kinds.  They 
begin  to  fow  in  the  end  of  March,  and  to  reap  in  the  begin- 
ning of  September.  There  have  been  about  90  acres  planted 
with  fir  within  the  laft  30  years.    There  is  befides,  a  con« 

fiderabic 
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ideraUe  quaadtj  of  mtaral  ivood,   m%.  oak^   aflb*  htscby 

Great  ioaproroineau  hare  beca  iQiade  an  agrieultpxe  witbb 
the  lafi  xo  years.  Tbefc  are  in  a  gceat  meaJjire  owang  t# 
the  encouragemeat  given  bj  the  Earl  4>f  Hopetovji*  Moft  «f 
his  Lordfhip's  lands  were  let  laft  year  upon  leafes,  for  the 
arable  £urai8^  of  3Z  yearst  for  the  ibeep  firms,  of  14*  None 
of  tbe  former  tenaats  were  semoved*  Tfaej  are,  in  generals 
very  aftive  and  intelligent,  mid  by  the  uCe,  not  only  of  lime, 
but  of  green  and  drilled  crops,  keep  the  land  ia  cxceUeot 
cimdition*  Little  or  no  lime  was  ufed  till  of  late:  laft  year 
above  2000  buihels  were  laid  on,  all  brought  from  a  diilance 
of  at  kail  16  miles.  Several  farms  are  well  eaclofed,  nM»flly 
with  thorn  hedges  ^.  There  is  one  corn-mill  in  the  pariih : 
by  the  laft  leafes,  the  tenants  are  relieved  from  the  payment 
of  multure  f ,  and  the  miller  is  now  paid  for  his  work,  about 
a  thirtieth  part  of  the  meal. 

Mifcellanefnu  Ob/ervations. ^^The  common  wages  of  a  man« 
fervent,  are  from  61.  to  81.  a»year;  of  a  woman,  from  aL  ids. 
to  4 1.  A  confiderable  quantity  of  falmon  is  killed  in  the 
Annan,  with  an  inft rumen t  refembling  a  trident,  called  a 
liefter,  in  the  ufe  of  which,  fome  of  the  youog  men  are  very 
expert.  They  often  fiih  in  winter,  and  in  the  night  by  torch 
ligh^  not  fcrupltog  to  follow  the  falmon  in  the  water  in  the 
time  of  froft  and  fnow.  Thefe  fiih  are  fold  at  an  average,  at 
2;^d.  the  pound.  ' 

The  belief  in  witches  and  apparitions  feems  to  have  pre- 
vailed here  to  a  wonderful  degree,  about  a  hundred  years  ago. 

Songs 

a  The  fanni  rent  from  soL  to  150 1.  Scarce]  j  any  farm  rents  fo  high  as  los. 
the  acre. 

f  A  certain  proportion  of  grain  of  the  crop  of  cack  iiusi,  doe  to  the  miUery 
taetiaiM  aiBOQ;pting  to  a  niatb  part 
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Songs  are  flill  fung  defcriptive  of  the  1>arbarous  deeds  a«j 
bloody  feuds  of  fome  former  age,  of  which  this  parifh  w« 
the  fcene.  The  road  between  Glafgow  and  Carliile  nu^ 
through  the  pariOi.  It  was  made  about  20  years  mgo.  A 
)ong  this  road,  a  maiUcoach  paflibs  and  repafies  every  daj. 

Amiqmkies. — In  the  track  of  the  above,  there  was  a  Ro. 
Biaa  road,  by  the  fide  of  which,  a  few  large  ftones,  eadi  » 
bout  5  feet  high,  are  ftill  ftanding,  nearly  at  the  diftance  oi 
a  Scotch  mile  from  one  another,  and,  therefore^  fuppofed  bj 
fome  to  have  been  mile-ffones.  Befide  one  of  thefe^  Charlei 
II.  is  faid  to  have  pafled  the  night  in  going  to  England,  a 
little  before  the  battle  of  Worcefter.  Tbere  is  a  Druidica] 
l^^le  almoll  entire. 
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PARISH   eF   ESKDALEMUIR. 


[GovNTT  AiTD  Sthod  OF  DaiiVRics,  Presbttert  of  Lahq* 

HOLtf.) 


JTy  the  Rfv.  Mr.  William  Browk. 


^am^.  Extent^  Surface^  Soil,  Climate,  &c. 

ESKDALEMUIR  takes  its  name  from  its  being  fituated 
at  the  head  of  the  Elk,  or  Efek»  which  fignifies  «*  ftrife;'' 
this  river  having  been  famous  in  former  times  for  the  battles 
fought  on  its  banks  between  the  Scots  and  Englifli.  The 
length  of  the  pariih  from  N.  to  S.  is  iIt  miles  ;  and  its  ex- 
treme breadth  from  £•  to  W.  about  8  miles.  According  to 
the  nearelt  calculation,  the  number  of  acres  will  be  about 
45,2  jo.  It  was  originally  a  part  of  the  pariih  of  Wefter« 
kirk ;  but  in  1703,  was  ereAed  into  a  feparate  pari(h  hj  the 
prefent  name.  The  principal  rivers  are,  the  White  and  Black 
Elks,  which  run  to  the  fouthward,  and  meet  at  the  foot  of 
the  parilbi  forming  the  well  known  river  of  Eik,  which  diC- 

charge^ 


6o8  StatiJticalJccount 

diatges  itfdif  into  the  Sblway  Frith.  The  moft  remarkable 
hills  ar^  the  Pea  of  Efkdalemair  and  LochfeU.  The  foQ  is, 
in  generaly  veiy  deep,  bat,  owing  to  its  high  fitnadoo^  doc 
Tcry  fertile,  Moft  part  of  it  is  mo(s,  covered  with  a  coarfe 
kiod  of  gtals.  Along  the  banks  of  the  White  EJk,  however, 
the  hills  are,  in  general,  green,  and  affoid  ezodknt  pafture. 
From  the  height  of  fituatioo,  and  the  nature  of  the  foil,  the 
air  isy  in  general,  damp ;  but  fince  the  introdnAion  of  drain* 
ing,  it  is  greatlj  improved.  Property  in  land  has  changed 
often  in  the  memory  of  the  prefent  inhabitants.  It  cotnmoB* 
\j  gives  about  aj  years  purchife*  Meadow  and  arable  grounds 
rent  at  about  lo  s.  ao  acre. 

jlgriembmri.'-^n  former  times  the  inhabitants  were  much 
fonder  of  agriculture  than  they  are  at  prefent.  At  a  mode- 
rate calculation,  they  ploughed  twice  as  much  as  they  do  now. 
The  reafon  of  their  leaving  it  off,  was  owing  in  part  to  the 
uncertainty  of  the  climate,  but  chiefly  to  the  great  demand 
in  late  years  for  (beep  and  wool.  At  prefent,  there  are  about 
aoo  acres*  in  cooftant  tillage*  But  if  the  demand  for  flieep  and 
wool  increafe  as  it  has  done  for  feme  years  paft,  it  is  probable 
that  ftill  fewer  will  be  in  ufe  ;  for  they  think  that,  in  manj 
places,  it  either  hurts  the  Iheep  walks,  or  might  be  of  more 
advantage  in  affording  them  a  retreat  in  times  of  ftorm.  For- 
meriy  they  wer6  wont  to  flock  much  with  black  cattle  among 
their  Iheep  ;  but  experience  has  taught  them  their  error. 
They  render  the  grounds  unhealthy  for  flieep,  and  introduce 
di&affes.  There  arc  ftiU  feme,  however,  who  retain  tht  old 
praftice,  from  a  defire  to  make  fure  of  a  part  of  their  flock ; 
wet  years  being  found  to  prove  lefs  hurtful  to  them  than  to 
the  flieep.  They  are  ready,  however,  to  acknowledge  that 
they  are  far  from  being  profitable  ;  for,  ^fter  the  trouble  of 
keeping  and  feeding  for  6  or  8  months,  they  feldom  gain  more, 

one 
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jett  n^  tnodier,  than  los.  ^AietA.  There  are  at  pre- 
ia  the  panQi,  obMt  445  bkck  cattle.  Die  fitiinW  of 
borfes  will  be  aliout  7  j,  befidM  the  jroang  ones  tliat  are  as 
jct  wo&t  for  huftaadrj. 

B«t  the  priscipal  predttftton  of  tins  parlfli  is  ikeep^  which 
we  cmnkig  dailj  more  inte  reqiidl.    At  the  bead  of  tlie  pa^ 
rifliy*  thejr  are  actt  of  the  ibort  kind  ;  but  lower  down  they  are, 
for  tlie  fliofl:  part,  of  the  Cheviot  breed.   Some  attempts  were 
Hiade  to  iotrodttce  them  ofl  the  higher  groHOtds,  but  without 
Cvcoefik    The  general  opinion  of  the  farmers  is^   that  the 
grounds  are  too  wet  and  ftormj ;  that  the  fudden  changes 
hurt  them  more  than  the  Ihort  fheep ;  and  that  the  death  a« 
mong  the  lambs  is  greater.     The  number  of  flieep  at  pre*« 
fent  is  about  25,440*    The  formers  here  are  paiticularljr  at^-^ 
tentive  to  the  treaWtent  of  their  ffodu.  They  generally  ftock 
light,  that  they  may  preferve  grafs  for  the  winter  and  fpring. 
Thej  have  laid  aiide^  in  a  gxeat  meafure,  the  cuilom  of  milL* 
lag,  being  of  opiosan  that  it  wesdccmi  the  ewes;  and  makes 
them  leis  able  to  endure  the  winter;  The  wool  of  both  kinds 
Is  of  good  quality;  and  meets  with  t  ready  market.     It  is 
generally  fmeared  with  tar  and  butter  \  but  fome  of  Chem  are 
beginning  to  ale  the  African  greafe*  inftead  of  the  latter. 
Mr.  Gideon  Cuill  in  Yetbyre,  fmeared,  fome  years  ago,  the 
one  fide  of  a  iheep  with  tar  and  butter,  and  the  other  with 
tar  and  African  greafe,  and  found  them  run  equally  well. 
The  only  difference  was,  that  die  wool  fmeared  with  the  tar 
and  greafe  was  yellower  th«n  the  other,  hot  became  equally* 
white  after  being  walhed.     The  fucCefs  of  this  experiment 
made  him  fmear  all  his  ihort  fheep  in  1791,  with  the  greafe 
inftead  of*  batter,  and  the  eonfe^pience  was^  diat  he  never  had 
Vol.  XIL  4  H  f(» 

*  The  African  pttSt  it  coming  attcH  into  repute.  It  is  i^.  t-ftone  dietper 
tbii  year  tKaa  butter ;  hat  aboot  a  choppin  more  of  oil  ia  the  ftonc  when  melt^ 
cd ;  nms  ecpially  well  on  the  fli^ep,  and  producet  better  wool. 
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fo  woightj  ft  crdp  of  wool  aa  be  had  that  jear.  Qa  ralrnlit* 
ingt  he  Ibttnd  that  he  had  n  more  than  ever  he  had  an  j  jeat 
before,  or  thaa  he  had  laft  jear  when  he  agasa  liaieaicd  with 
the  butter.  The  wool,  he  afliires  me,  was  alfo  move  opcn^ 
and  of  better  ^alitj.  This  Tear,  a  number  of  the  fanners 
have  purchafed  greafe  inftead  of  hotter.  The  dtfisafe  to  wfaick 
the  (heap  here  are  oioft  fubjeft^  is  the  rot ;  which  is  owin^ 
partly^  as  was  faid,  to  the  mixture  of  Uack  catde,  but  diieAj 
to  the  wttnels  of  the  feafoos  and  the  fc^faoels  of  die  groondii  *• 

a  Since  t  htve  mentioned  thii  at  the  prindpftl  ctUmliy  to  which  thai  pariih 
is  fubjedl,  perhaps  it  ma/  not  be  improper,  were  I  to  add  a  (hort  ftatemeBt  of 
bad  yean,  which  I  hid  from  perlbm  of  wracity  and  experience.  In  1^74*  there 
wvto  13  drifty  dayi  m  the  tod  of  Febnary  aad  begiiiAiiif  of  Mtttfa,  O.  S.« 
which  profed  latal  to  laoft  of  the  Ibcep  in  this  pariflu    The  whole  iheep  oa 
Black  Efli  were  deftroyed,  cicept  40  dinmoots  on  the  farm  of  Weftfide.    In 
1739.  the  fummer  and  hanreft  were  ftry  wet.    Thii  was  followed  by  feverc 
froft  and  fnow,  which  came  on  about  New  Year's  day  X740,  and  lay  wichont 
interraifioo  till  it  was  melted  by  the  fiitk    On  the  aofh  of  May,  fhe  fioft  wa^ 
ib  intenfo,  that  the  people  were  unable  to  caft  their  peals.  Befiwt  harvrft  174^ 
oat-meal  fold  at  3  s  3d.  a-ftone ;  bot  after  hanreft  it  feU  to  1  s.    Years  wete  n* 
ther  better,  though  far  from  being  good,  till  1^45,  when  another  wet  fummer 
and  harreft,  focceeded  by  another  ftorm  of  firoft  and  fnow  (which  began  a5th 
January  174^,  aad  Uy  fiir  tf  wa^ks),  deftroyed  almoft  the  whole  ftocks  of  £Se- 
dalemuir.    All  the  liarmera,  excepting  6,  .were  mined  by  this  ihocfc.     Sheep, 
hogs  fold  then  from  4s.  6 d.  to  s%*^  long  wool  was  $%,^  and  (hort  wool  from  aod* 
to  a  s.    The  fummer  of  X747,  was  fo  wet,  that  no  hay  could  be  preferred ;  but 
not  fo  lafting  u  to  do  much  hurt  to  the  fheep.    Years  were  good  till  xyfi, 
when  another  run  of  bad  yeasa  coouaenced,  which  lafted  till  2755.    During 
this pcfiod,  the  faiaioit foftrad  the  moft  dreadful  calamities;  their  old  (hecp 
were  deftroyed  by  the  inclement  feafons,  and  their  lambs  killed  by  Iroft  and 
|now.    To  this  day,  they  are  looked  back  upon  with  horror.    From  1755  till 
S76S,  yean  were  good ;  in  which  year,  the  black  cattle,  which  were  then  far 
more  owncraus  than  they  are  now,  were  in  great  want  ftwa  aa  etcefltve  drought* 
Stirks  were  bought  that  year  by  the  Laird  of  Davington  at  Lockerbie,  for  4  s. 
Sd.  and  5s.     Ihe  years  Z7S3  aad  17^4,  were  very  good.    In  1765,  both  Iheep 
and  black  cattle  fuftered  greatly  from  another  droughty  accompanied  with  a 
Qiecies  of  wonns  irhich  deftroyed  the  graiii;  by  catting  iti  noti.    Ihey  were  of 

agicea 
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fopuIatMHf  8cc. — ^AcoofdiBg  to  Dr.  Webfter,  the  nUmber 
0f  fouls  in  iJSSf  ^'^^  ^75*  ^^^  population  is  confiderablj 
4ecreafed  in  the  memory  of  the  prefent  inhabitants.  The 
reafon  affigned,  is  the  common  one  of  converting  feveral  of 
fhe  finaller  firms  into  a  large  one.    from  a  lift  taken  by  the 

.  4  H  a  pr«f«#^ 

m  gne^  colour,  and  about  an  indi  long.    They  appeared  ahont  the  end  of  May* 
and  continued  till  the  beginning  of  Aaguft ;  when  they  were  deftroyed  by  great 
flocks  of  crows  and  heavy  rains.    After  the  rains,  great  quantities  were  found 
on  the  fides,  and  at  the  joinings  of  the  rivuletB.    They  were  not  confined  to  tlu* 
paring  but  extended  to  Liddiiiiale,  Tinetdale,  and  Annandale.    In  177a,  more 
than  ODCrthird  of  t]|e  iheep  difd  by  a  feyere  fto^  af  fraft  and  inow.    In  X7^3» 
owing  to  the  great  demand  from  Roxburgh  and  the  Forreft,  which  places  had 
fuffered  more  than  this  pariih,  long  ewes  and  lambs  fold  here  for  i at.  6 d.  and 
X3S. ;  long' ewe  lambs  fold  at  €%, ;  Jong  hog^  at  7s.  64-  ai|d  Ss, ;  long  wool  at 
7B.  and  7s.  tfd. ;  and  (hort  wool  at  3  s.  6d.    In  1774,  the  winter  was  wry  lie- 
vere,  but  the  farmers  retired  with  their  (beep  into  Ansaadale,  and  by  that 
means  fuftained  little  1^    In  1789,  th^  marl^t  with  Amecica  being  in  a  great 
meafure  flmt,  fliort  wool  fell  very  )ow.    Some  of  the  largeft  parcels  were  fold 
here  for  tod.  a*ftone.    The  long  wool,  hbwever,  fuffered  no  change,  becauie  of 
the  ready  maiket  it  always  found  in  England.   Some  lofs  was  foftained  this  yeaf 
from  n^jock  thaws  *,  but  not  conCderable ;  ^r  the  farmers  retired  agaii^,  into  An^ 
nandale.    In  1785,  there  wi|s  one  ccmtinued  ftorm  from  the  a6th  of  November 
till  the  end  of  March,  but  no  lofs  was  felt,  for  the  high  winds  always  cleared 
ground  fuffident  for  the  iheep.    Sheep  fold  irery  dear  this  year,  owing  to  the 
general  demaiid,  occafioned  by  the  loffes  of  xySa  and  17S3,  in  other  parts.  Long 
hogs  fold  then  for  xqs.  and  los.  66» ;  Ihort  ones  at  U>e  fome,  t^  diiimonts  fo( 
xa  a  and  X3S. ;  long  wool  was  from  p  s.  to  xo  s. ;  and  (hbrt  ditto  from  3s.  to  4s. 
From  X78^  tiU  17^1,  feafons  were  excellent,  a^d  fully  compenfiited  thofe  who 
were  not  ruined  by  the  former  ones,  for  all  their  loflcs.    But  laft  year  they  be- 
gan to  turn  worfe ;  and  this  year  ftocks  hate  fufiered  tery  much.    The  general 
opmion  is,  that  the  rent  of  the  pariih,  which  is  far  from  being  io^onfiderable, 
would  not  make  up  the  prtfent  deficiency  of  ftock.    From  the  foregoing  ftate- 
Bient  of  fads,  we  have  a  full  confirmation  of  a  former  remark,  that  the  greau 
eft  calamity  to  which  this  pariih  is  fnbjedl,  is  occafioned  by  the  wetneis  of  the 
feafons  and  the  foftnrfs  of  the  grounds.    How  far  this  may  be  remedied,  comes 
to  be  confidered  afterward. 

^  That  t/,  difftBlme  tbanutf  v^tmtbt  tr^tmiuagttm  rowr#if  nuUh/noWt  hen 
fnt  tbi  tbofui  U  compUUd, 
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019;  ages,  tfj^  aslbUow; 


Below  iQft          «.          «        6ft  «  93 

between  zo  and  ao,        ••60  *  73 

ao  and  30,       .40              -  6x 

: 30  and  40,-33              -  3^ 

40  and  50,        m        %i  -  ay 

■  50  and  io,        if        18        -  34 
— -—- do  and  70,        -        19  -  »3 

■  70  and  80,-13  *  '® 

■  80  and  5)0^        :          4  r  • 

aSa  337  • 

The  wages  of  men  fervants  employed,  either  in  the  bonfc, 
pr  in  the  fieldS|  are  about  8 1.,  and  of  the  women  fervants  about 
3 1.  5  8.  Many  of  the  ikepberds  get  flwep  for  their  wagos. 
Hiere  are  3  merchantSi  i  miller,  3  wrights,  a  (milhs,  4  tai- 
lorS|  X  dogger,  and  9  weavers,  a  of  whom  are  apprentices* 

iifiif.— The  valued  rent  of  the  pariih  ia  ia»lji  med^ 
Scots  $  the  real  rent  about  a7a7  L  Sterling. 

Stip^nif  fpor^  Sic* — The  prcfent  church  was  built  about 

f  It  ii  proper  to  reipark,  thtt  tbe  populttvm  of  tkis  parifli,  like  that  of  every 
•th^r  of  the  kind,  varies  confiderablj  in  the  fammer  and  winter  months.  Per. 
haps  the  medium  popmlation  may  be  590.  From  want  of  proper  legiilteii^  and 
alfo  from  the  pradiice  of  burying  in  neighbouring  church-yards^  ii  was  found 
'mpolfible  to  get  a  lift  of  the  births,  deaths,  and  maniagesi  for  any  length  oC 
time  back.  By  inquiring,  however,  at  the  diSeicnt  families  during  the  diets 
of  ezaminatign  Uft  fpring,  it  was  found,  tliat  from  zft  Janmiy  t}9%%  totttj^ 
smsry  1793,  there  were  17  bom,  ztf  died,  and  la  mandsd*. 


irftakea  twice  rtpaW-  Thini 
^fmsugo,  wdi  agoadariw.  1 

€pr^>  Aprodiferwgmentai 

0/  ri^  dimgrc,  it  is  not  Yrty ) 
flofAer,  it  JBij  be  worth  ibout  13 
5  X77J,  were  fupplirf  from  the  1 
h,  uii  the  charitj  of  the  inhaM 
to  he  iiifldeqiiate,  the  beritQi 
to  (vpplj  the  dcfieiepcy.   C 
heyzSetkd  themfi^vee  in  the 
at  Mminam  precedicg,  ai 
tbmfdvcs,  Bad  the  other 
to  the  vaJueil  rent  of  their 
'  fl  commitree  as  they  faw  i 
taken  CD  the  lift  was  19. 
are  graduaHj  incncafed  t 
pplied  in  this  wa/  is,  i 


amwpnly  n&d  is  peat 
;  hut  it  is  eitea  diiS' 
ret  tbem  dried-     The 

3  psLtiib  was  muct 
from  oae  place  to 
from  XrfUDgbolm 
le  cAardi  to  Jdoi 
r  d  bridge  wan 
1  A  ibort  time. 
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Jmiqmtiti^^^Oa  the  farm  of  Yetbjre,  is  t  ymtj  Mm^ciJ 
enetmpinent  of  an  o?ftl  foroiy  named  Gaftle-o'er,  or  OvcrUeJ 
The  general  opinion  is,  that  it  is  m  Roman  camp  which  com^ 
mnnicated  with  thoTe  of  MidAebie  and  Neiherbi^ ;  and  did 
die  diicrenco  of  form  may  hav«  been  oocaionecl  hj  the  fitaa^ 
tion ;  it  being  placed  on  the  top  of  a  hill  ipdiese  die  fquzri 
form  could  not  be  adhered  to*  The  name  of  Overbie,  or  Up 
per  Station,  Civoars  this  opinion.  As  Mr.  Crawford  is  ai 
prefent  taking  a  forvey  of  this  parifli  for  hia  intended  map  ol 
Dumffiesrttiire,  and  will  infest  a  l)Letch  of  this,  among  odia 
remains  of  antiquttj,  any  ftrdier  defeription  of  it  would  be 
unneceflary.  There  is  fcarcely  a  hill  within  fight  pf  it^  on 
which  there  is  not  Come  veftige  of  aa  outer  encampment. 
From  Gaftle-o*er,  a  communication  by  encampments  of  this 
kind  can  eafily  be  traced  down  the  Elk  to  Nctfaerbiev  on  the 
one  hand ;  and  down  the  Water  of  Milk  to  Middldic,  on  the 
other.  A  Roman  caofeway  has  alio  been  traced  iirom  Nether- 
hie  to  near  L4ngholm ;  and  there  are  reports  that  it  has  been 
difcOTcred  at  the  head  of  this  parifli  near  the  fitrm^houfe  of 
Orer-caufeway.  One  thbg  is  certain,  that  immediately  bcf 
fore  the  houfe  of  that  name,  a  pretty  flrong  outer  ftatton  is 
eafily  difeemiUe,  On  die  ftrm  of  Goatt,  there  are  two  cir* 
eles  of  eroft  ftones,  in  the  form  of  Druidical  temples,  the  one 
entire,  meafuring  about  90  feet ;  and  the  other,  having  a  part 
of  it  worn  away  by  the  Elk,  meafuring  about  340  ftet  ^.  In 
mendoning  the  remarkable  things  in  this  parifli,  it  would  be 

wrong 

*  As  for  tht  rock  od  the  farm  of  Twigleet,  commenly  called  the  Letter 
Stones,  firom  the  appearance  of  letten  that  fome  think  may  be  traced  •&  theoi 
and  9$  which  they  tell  fo  many  fahnloos  ftoriei,  they  are  fcarcely  worth  notice; 
being  evidently  nothing  clfe  than  the  effect  of  time  on  the  rock,  vriuch  is  cob- 
pofed  of  two  kiodi  of  fione,  the  one  of  which  i»  harder  than  the  other.  FbII| 
at  ftrong  an  appearance  of'  letters  may  be  fecn  on  the  Watch^^raigf ,  which  tie 
a  part  of  the  fame  range  of  rocks,  aocl  lie  about  t  mile  and  a  half  nearer  ^ 
tThitoJEik. 
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irroo^  to  pais  drer  in  lilence,  tbmt  piece  oi  ground  at  thtf 

neecicg  of  the  Black  end  White  Sflcs,  which  was  lemark^, 

Ible  in  former  times  for  an  annnal  fair  that  had  been  held 

there  time  out  of  mind^  bat  which  is  now  entirelj  laid  afide^ 

^t  thi^t  fair,  it  was  the  cnftom  Cor  the  unmarried  perfons  ef 

both  lexes  to  cbooCe  a  companion,  according  to  their  liking, 

with  whom  thej  were  to  live  tiU  that  time  next  year.    This 

was  called  bandfaJUng^  or  hand  in  fift.   If  they  were  pleafed 

with  each  other  at  that  time,  then  they  continued  together  for 

life  ;  if  n0t|  they  feparatedf  and  were  free  to  make  another 

choice  as  at  the  firft*    The  f mit  of  their  connexion  (if  there 

were  any)  was  always  attached  to  the  di&ffefied  perfoo.     In 

inter  times,  when  thu  part  of  the  country  belonged  to  the 

Abbacy  of  Melrole,  a  prieft,  to  whom  they  gave  the  name 

of  Book  i'  bofom  (either  becaoie  he  carried  in  his  bofom  a 

bible,  or  perhaps,  a  regifter  of  the  marriages),  came  from 

time  to  time  to  confirm  the  marriages.    This  place  is  only  a 

imall  diAance  from  the  Roman  encampment  of  Caftle«o'er. 

May  not  the  £ur  have  been  firft  inftitutcd  when  the  Romans 

lefided  there  }  and  may  not  the  **  hand'»fafting^'  have  taken  its 

rife  from  their  manner  of  celebrating  marriage,  0m  ufu^  bj 

which,  if  a  woman,  with  the  confent  of  her  parents  or  guar* 

dians,  lived  with  a  man  for  a  year,  without  being  ahfent  fpr 

3  nights,  Jhe  became  his  wife }  Perhaps,  when  Qhriftianity^ 

was  introduced,  this  form  of  marriage  may  have  been  looked 

upon  as  imperfed,  without  confirmation  by  a  prieft,  and, 

therefore,  one  may  have  been  fent  from  time  to  time  for  this 

pnrpole. 

Imfto^imiUif.^^Tht  principal  improvement  for  foch  a  foil 
as  this,  is  draining,,  which  has  been  attended  to  of  late,  and 
with  good  fucceft.  There  is,  however,  an  inconvenience  accom* 
panyiog  this  kind  of  improvement|  which,  if  not  attended  to, 

renders 
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lenders  it  b  t  grtut  oietfare  tbordTO.  As  die  Ibil  is  chiei 
fltoCit  wd  b«eomB9  dry  bj  diviiUDgy  gteat  namboffs  of  mol^ 
trork.«iaoiig  the  drains  tod  tbiow  up  a  bkck  iimM^  wluc^ 
if  dbwcd  to  lie  oddifpefledy  pvoduces  a  coaife  kind  of  gr^ 
tery  Unbealkhj  Cnribeep.  The  next  flep,  dicrefiBre»  afcd 
draining;  ia  to  catch  the  moles.  At  firft  fight»  this  sppea^ 
ta  epdleb  talk*  But  experience  hath  flioifa«  diat  it  is  neitbe 
lb  tedi^iis  nor  fo  eXpeofive  as  at  firft  fight  niay  appesttw  Sow 
4f  the  farmers  have  aftualljr.  accompliiked  it,  and  fiad  tb 
happieft  effeAs  £rodi  it.  Propofials  have  been  msde  ts  deai 
^  whole  parifli  for  3  d.  the  poiiiid  rent  die  firft  five  year^ 
and  for  xd.9  dr  t\i*  ever  after.  Phutations  would  aUb  be  t 
great  improvementy  not  only  for  beantifyiag  the  cootttry,  bol 
iUb  fioff  flieltemg  the  ftocks  in  tisses  of  ftorm;  There  haq 
been  a  tepoft,  that  two  sew  roads  tto  to  be  naade,  whlcb 
woixld  be  very  beneficial  to  this  parilk;  The  one  is  from  did 
charcb  (wkere  the  road  from  Dnmfries  cads)  to  Hawici, 
^ther  1^  Bofthwick  water,  or  by  Gkndimiittg  asd  Tiviot 
]iead«  By  this>  pisopk  from  Hawick  or  Dumincst  woaU  be 
fiiTed  the  trouble  of  going  by  Wavghufaope-dde^  or  Ecxrle- 
feehaii*^  The  other  b  (ram  Langholm  to  Edinburgh,  by  £&- 
dalamuir,  Tima,  Crofelee,'  Bieobsnjgerbaro,  Traqoair,  laiMr* 
hnthan,  and  Middleton.  It  would  be  cenfideraUy  nearer 
irom  Langholm ;  has  few  difficult  fteps,  and  s  good  hard 
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ontaining  fome  Pieces  of  additional  Information^  received  af 
Ur  the  Accounts  of  the  refpeSHve  Parijbes^  to  which  they 
vfcr^  were  gone  to  the  Pre/s^ 


NUMBER  XVI.— P.  187. 
Statistical  Table  of  the  Panyb  ofKiKKizum^tfor  179a, 


Length  in  Engliih  zniles,  about  20 
£readth,-^roin  .  .  a  to  7 
Population  in  174S,  -  3407 

r  in  i7p«,         ^ -         435g 

Inhabitants  in  the  town  hi  1748,    670 

in  1792,  1584 

Inhabitants  inthecoantryin  1748,  2737 
— — —  in  1792,  2774 
Number  of  males;  -  2190 

Females,  -        •        216a 

-^  Peifons  under  10  y.eaxi  of 


tgc. 

102a 

—  under  20, 

2079 

-        3'V9 

under  70, 

-        4M7 

— —  under  80, 

436* 

•— •  under  90, 

-       43S8 

VtL.Xn. 

4 

Average  of  blrtfis  for  10  years 

preceding  1792,  -  -  125^ 
*  Marriages  in  179a,  -  •  4a 
Births,  '  -  -  -  139 
Number  of  families,  •  Z047 
houfes  inhabited, '       -  923 

—  houfes  built  within  thefe 

10  years,  -  •  12X 

—  ditto  pulled  down,         -  45 

—  married  perfons,  -  748 
children,'  at    an    average, 

horn  each  marriage,  -  S 

— "—  twins  bom  in  the  parilh  for 

the  laft  10  years,  •  40 

-'— •  bachelors  above  50,  -  xj 
— —  unmarried  women  above  45,    37 

—  widowexf,         -.  -         78 


I 


Number 


*  No  regular  regifttr  either  of  marriages^  or  deaths,  bat  been  kept.    But 

in  1784,  X09  deaths  are  recorded.    In  fome  fubfequent  yearj,  only  48,  56,  l:fc^ 

are  recorded.    Nor  can  the  regifier  of  baptijnu  be  depended  on  ;  for,  Jinee  the 

^fffy  w  Tfgiftration  was  laid  on,  tnany^  rather  than  pay  if,  negU^  to  regiften, 

4 


6i8 


ABPEMBIX^ 


Number  of  widows,             7 

140 

Members    of  the    £fttbuJii«d 

Church,        ... 

40«9 

Seceden,  tbout 

180 

Roman  Uacholics,            • 

a 

Epifcopalians, 

107 

Propriciors  rcfiding  •,      -       - 

3 

7 

Pergymenf,       •         -          - 

% 

Merchanu  and  ihopkeepen, 

30 

Surgeuns,        *            -         - 

a 

Schoolmaftert,      •        •       • 

7 

Farmer  above  500 1.  a-jear^ 

•      I 

Farmen  above  looi 

4 

Ditto  above  50  L        -           • 

li 

Ditto  under  jol.  and  above  loL  t,    58 

innkeepers,         .          .          - 

»4 

$miths,            ... 

It 

Mafom,        -        .        -        . 

48 

Carpenten,         ^         -        . 

S« 

Weavers,          •         •        - 

5<<S 

Shoemakers,         -          •        - 

5^ 

Tailors,        -        -        *        - 

39 

Butchers,           -           -         - 

i 

MiUers. 

«S 

Bakers,           .           -           . 

7 

Ctardeners,             -             - 

9 

Male  domeftick  (crvants,    -      - 

4 

Female  domcftick  fenrants,      • 

^6 

Male  farm  fenrants, 

ayo 

Female  fervants  occafiomiU  j,      •    %\ 

Flazdrelfers,  -  •  il 

Carriers,  .  -  . 

Day-labourers,  .  -         f 

Poor,— -Ctqoi  •       -  ^  to  r 

Capital  of  their  funds  aboat  -  7c 
Annual  incomc^-^from  70L.  to  xoci 
Towig   perfons  taught  cn^iOr, 

writing,  and  arithmetkk^  300  ta  40 
LatlOf-^from  -         •  S  to  2^ 

At  the  Univerfityv  •         -  { 

Perfons  ferving  in  the  army  dur- 
ing the  laft  war,  fuppofed,       -      3^ 
Ditto  in  the  navy,  fuppofed       -        |^ 
Number  of  acres  in  Scotch  mea^ 
fure,  fuppofed,  from  the  beft 
information,  to  be  as  follows, 
exclufive  of  the  bilk  and  glcDs: 
Arabic,        -  -         • 

Meadow,  or  natural  gnfi^      • 
Woods  ai^  plantations. 
Wheel-carriages,  atprefent 
Carts,  .  •  • 

Ploughs,        «  -  • 

Valued   rent,  ia   Scotch 

money,  -  I^Sxo4  go    « 

{  Real  rent,  1792,10  Ster* 

ling,  about  •  ^700    o    • 

Rents  fpeot  in  the  parifli, 
abo^t  •        «        4400    o    0 

Valvz 


66s^ 
»«7q 

i»7 


*  Bejid4t  the  above,  there  arffrom  40  #9  50  Jipall  ptpprUtors  here,  eaUed 
fniMTSf  mofi  of  whom  refide. 

f  There  is  in  Kirriemuir,  a  Sfieh  Spi/eopal  Chapel;  hut  the  elergymam  re* 
Jidet  at  prefemt  in  the  parijb  of  Kingoldntm, 

\  Apart  of  the  parijb  is'  divided  into  jmaU  portions ,  from  a  to  10  mtrei^ 
which,  in  general,  are  occupied  hy  weaver s^  whopayfrqm  2 1,  to  lo/.  of  rent. 
As  farming  is  their  employment  only  oecaJionmUy,  they  are  mtmbered  amerg 
tbofe  of  the  trade  which  tbeyfoliow^ 

$  In  the  ahove  fum^  the  rent  of  the  rowi,  which  i4,  hetwcem  fiool  Mn^ 
l^oo/.,  is  influded* 


^PKlTDtZA  £ij^ 


Value  of  Stock. 


onibeirdf  draught  horfes,  about  507,  valued  at*  8 1,  each,  total,  L4«5i  o  c 

Taddle  and  carriage  horfes,    13,  30  L        -  »        3^  o  • 

cattle,  about        -  t  «945. ^1-  -  11,670  o  • 

Oxeep,  about       -       -    3200, xo$.  6d.        -         1680  o  • 


Total  value  of  ftock,        •        L.  17,796    o    O 

^  *Zoe  value  of  tbt  hwrfes  ufed  in  the  pariftff  is  from  10  /.  to  30  /.,  ivhen  at 
heir  prime  ;  but^  beeaufe  nuKny  of  them  may  be  aged^  they  are  wUued  at  «• 

f  In  the  abovt  number^  are  not  included  the  tattle  graced  and  fed  in  the 
Xt^fs  efUlofureSy  which  may  amount  to  600.  Many  of  the  cattle  reared  here 
^ave  been  fold  at  10/.,  15/.,  andfome  even  at  18^.;  but^  beeaufe  the  greatefi 
lumber  ere  of  an  inferior  quality^  6  /.  bat  been  Judged  to  be  the  medium^ 


No.  XVII — P.  199. 

The  Contents  of  the  whole  pariih  amounts  tp  3830  acres,  3  rwods^  ani  4  falls, 
divided  as  follows : 

Infield,        -        -        .        - 

Folds,  -  -         - 

Faughs, 

Burnt  land. 

Wood, 

Mofs, 

Moor,         -         -         - 

Faftare,        ... 

3830  3  4 

In'explanation  of  the  ibovft  ftatcment,  the  furvcyor  obfervei, /fy?,  Thattha 

ground  marked  infield  and  folds,  amounting  to  927  acres,  i  rood,  1$  falls,  make 

the  wholt  of  the  arable  ground  that  is  in  regular  fields,  that  is,  without  much 

4  I  a  inttrventien 


Acres, 

Roods. 

Falls, 

543 

2 

zo 

383 

3 

€ 

«7P 

z 

37 

303 

a 

«7 

z6o 

3 

3^ 

443 

z 

3» 

1609 

• 

3» 

306 

a 

3<f 

€%0  AfPKVBIZ* 

interrention  of  btulks  (patches  of  untUlcd  gnmod  between  the  ndgts)  or  zm 
(heaps  of  fmill  ftooes).  And  the  reporter  adds,  that  thefe  are  the  onlj  gtxm 
in  the  diitriA  that  are  ever  dunged ;  and  the  folds  are  dunged  m«rel j  bj  i 
cattle  and  iheep  iTing  in  them  at  night,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  daj,  dnq 
the  fummen    The  furveyor  obferresy 

.  2.  That  the  faughs,  in  moil  cafes,  di.^joined  b/  baulks,  do  not  really  occn 
the  quantity  of  ground  marked  for  them  in  the  ftatc,  the  arable  of  tbenx  bcii 
fometimes  },  often  about  |,  and  even  fometimes  only  }  of  the  whole.     11 
fame,  he  adds,  may  be  faid  of  the  ground  marked  burnt  land,  tlMo^  in 
the  arable,  in  general,  bean  a  much  greater  proportion  to  the  oncolcivatrd. 

3.  Under  the  head  of  pafture,  is  included  the  ground  occupied  by  the  fima 
roads  on  farms,  houfes,  yards,  dike-fides,  loans  (grounds  around  which  tl 
homfes  of  villagers  are  built,  and  which  are  commons),  ftripeS  aloo^  the  ri^ 
fide,  where  the  lands  lie  contiguous  to  the  Don,  morafles,  broom,  &c. 

The  furveyor  has  corre^ed  the  ftatement  given  in  the  account  of  the  leogt 
aad  breadth  of  the  diftridi,  which  the  minifter  gave  merely  upon  C9aije€tan 
According  to  him,  the  length  is  fomething  more  than  5  miles ;  as  to  the  breadt] 
he  could  not  afcertain  it  precifely,  as  he  furvcyed  only  the  eftate  of  Kemnai 
whoCe  mean  breadth  is  little  more  than  2  miles.  Lord  Kintore's  lands  add  a 
leaft  another  mile  to  the  breadth,  confequently  the  whole  pariih  covers  a  for 
face  of  about  7^  fquare  miles.  The  furveyor  fuppofesi  that  the  higheft  of  the 
hUU  in  this  pariih,  are  not  much  more  than  400  feet  above  the  bed  of  the  rivei 
Don.  He  mentions  a  very  curious  fadt  with  regard  to  thofe  hills.  Thefe  are 
his  words :  *'  The  ground  on  the  top  of  Paradife**  (one  of  the  hills  in  this  dif- 
tri(f%),  "  and  all  round  the  fummit  for  Tome  diftance  down  on  every  fide,  is  an 
'*  excellent  foil,  but  gradually  becomes  of  an  inferior  quality  as  you  approach 
'*  the  bottom ;  and  it  is  not  a  little  fingular,  that  all  the  ground  on  the  decUvi^ 
*'  ties  of  the  hills  throughout  the  whole  eftate,  is  of  a  much  fupcrior  quality, 
**  to  the  land  of  the  fields  below,  even  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  a  vcxy  kw 
"  acres  of  haugh  only  excepted." 


NUM. 


MftXPOi 


€21 


NUMBER  XXVI.— P.  335. 

'ABLE  of  DxATHS,  Births^  and  Marriages  In  each  Montb| 

for  1792.  ^ 


januarj^  -  - 
Tcbruary,  -  - 
Marcliy  ... 
April,  -  -  - 
May,  -  -  - 
June,     -     -     • 

July,     -     .       . 

Augull,    - 

September, 

Oaobcr,      -     - 

November, 

December,    •    - 

Total  for  the  year. 


Deatbf. 

lirtht^ 

Htrrbca, 

0^ 

1 
1 

' 

s 

1 

ji 

1 

I 

B 

r 

r 

• 

71 

1 

3 

2 

1 

I 

I 

5 

2 

2 

I 
I 

4 
5 

3 

I 

I 

3 

7 
7 

I 

2 

1 

1 

5 

2 

I 

5 

I 

5 

5 

10 

2 

2 

4 

I 

4 

3 

I 

7 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

4 

2 

3 

I 

2 

4 

4 

6 

S 

2 

I 

1 

5 

3 

I 

] 

] 

I 

5 

2 

I 

5 

3 

t 

■ 

I 

1 

3 

3 

3 

13 

'3 

30 

32 

II 

1 

I 

*i 

62 

'3 

►  ift  QuartctJ 


►  ad  Quarter^ 


.  3d  Quarter* 


>  4th  Quarter* 


NUM. 


KtJMBER   XXXrt* 
Ag/im^ffop.  473* 

It  h  cmkms  toobfenre  the  oppofitioil  between  the  opinion  of  the  HigUandei^ 
ftoaded  upon  experience,  tnd  the  reafontag  of  philofophen  derived  Ihia  (pe- 
eolation,  with  refpedl  to  the  Taryii^  degrees  of  the  heat  and  coJd  of  the  fea« 
W  in  ancient  and  modern  times.    Thofe  who  aflert  that  the  feafons  lia^  be- 
come more  mild  and  genial,  mainuin  this  opinion  upon  the  authority  of  the 
cUffick  writers,  without  conflderiog,  that  in  eftimating  the  cdld  and  beat  of 
other  countries,  a  Greek  or  Roman,  would  naturally  make  their  own  wana 
latitudes  the  ftandard  of  their  feelings.    In  forming  a  fjrftem,  lew  £ftds  lerre  is 
a  foundation  for  rearing  a  fpecious  fuperitru£lur«4   That  the  quantity  of  water 
vpon  the  face  of  the  globe  is  decreafing,  has  been  attempted  to  be  proved  fism 
the  indudUon  of  experiment.    The  philofophers  of  Sweden,  by  meateing  the 
waters  upon  the  fliores  of  the  Baltick,  have  found  that  they  fiok  in  the  pro- 
portion  of  half  an  inch  annually.    But  are  there  no  inftances  in  other  countries, 
where  they  rife  in  a  fimila^  proportion.    During  the  ninth  century,  the  Danes 
in  their  predatory  excurfions,  built  a  fort  upon  the  Moray  Frith,  which  is  now  ' 
covered  by  water,  but  ftiU  vifible  in  its  ruins  when  the  fea  is  tranquil  on  a  fo* 
tene  fummer  day.    It  muft,  however,  be  acknowledged,  that  the  above  opi" 
aion  of  the  gradual  decreafe  of  the  waters,  is  not  a  novelty  in  fpecoKotion.    It 
was  embraced,  in  part,  by  the  ancient  fedfc  of  the  Dniids,  who  held  the  de- 
ftru^on  and  renovation  of  the  world  by  fiie  and  water  alternately.  The  Stoicki 
nlfo  taught  the  fame  dodbine,  as  may  be  feen,  by  confulting  the  fecood  beck  of 
Ciccio*s  beautiiui  Tieatii«,  **  De  Natora  Deonun.**  \ 


£im  07  VoLtTUX  TWELITB. 


4 


jm  *•  ••» 


H'uulC  Z'i\$i4 


^|fW*|p' 


